www.facebook.com/hindustantimes

www.twitter.com/htTweets

n DOWNLOAD OUR iPAD APP

www.hindustantimes.com/iPad

n OUR EDITION ON KINDLE

http://read.ht/JS4

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019

Chandigarh/METRO n Vol. IX No. 111

Hybrid cloud expertise drives agility and speed
for Mercedes-AMG Petronas Motorsport. Discover how
our experts can help push your business forward.

H Y B R I D

C L O U D

E X P E R T S

hpe.com/in/fearnocloud

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

EXPLORING
a New Way to Consume IT
with HPE GreenLake

Introducing HPE GreenLake Hybrid Cloud, a new way to simplify your public
and private clouds with one consumption-based experience.
Control all of your clouds from one point of contact.

To learn more, visit hpe.com/in

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

www.facebook.com/hindustantimes

www.twitter.com/htTweets

n DOWNLOAD OUR iPAD APP

www.hindustantimes.com/iPad

n OUR EDITION ON KINDLE

http://read.ht/JS4

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019

Chandigarh/METRO n Vol. IX No. 111 n Price ₹4.50 n 34 Pages. Area specific pages extra.

MAN BOOKED
FOR RAPING
MINOR
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SC, govt in fresh face-off
on judges’ appointments
COLLEGIUM Judges reiterate names sent back by Centre, recommend two more
HT Correspondent
n

LOCKING HORNS?

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For the second time in
12 months, the Supreme Court
collegium has asserted itself
against the executive on matters
of judicial appointments and
insisted on the elevation to the top
court of two high court judges it
has recommended, and proposed
two more names, including the
first Scheduled Caste nominee to
the bench in a decade.
The collegium, which comprises the five senior-most judges
of the Supreme Court led by the
Chief Justice of India, reiterated
its April recommendation that
Jharkhand high court chief justice Aniruddha Bose and Gauhati
chief justice AS Bopanna be
appointed to the apex court.
The collegium, which met on
Wednesday, recommended two
more names, of Bombay high
court judge BR Gavai and Himachal Pradesh high court chief justice Surya Kant, for elevation as
Supreme Court judges, according
to a statement posted on the
Supreme Court website.
The reiteration of its recommendation of justices Bose and
Bopanna came after the department of justice, under the ministry of law and justice, sent back
the recommendations to the collegium for its reconsideration. It
is believed that the ministry’s
decision may have been driven by
the fact that the two high courts to
which the judges were first
named (their parent high courts),
Karnataka and Calcutta, are
already well represented in the

shortstories
ON RAFALE,
CENTRE DENIES
PERJURY, HIDING
INFORMATION
NEW DELHI: A day before the
Supreme Court hears the review
petitions in the Rafale case, the
Centre, in an affidavit filed before
the top court on Thursday, said
media reports cannot form the
basis for “perjury proceedings”
against it and denied allegations
of suppressing information. In a
rejoinder affidavit filed in the
apex court on Thursday, the
petitioners said the December 14
verdict in the Rafale case should
be reviewed as the judgement
was obtained through “multiple
falsehoods and suppression
of material and relevant
information”.
››P10

SC trashes plea questioning
Rahul Gandhi citizenship
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday dismissed a plea
seeking direction to the Centre
and the election commission to
bar Congress president Rahul
Gandhi from contesting the Lok
Sabha elections till the issue of his
alleged British citizenship is
decided. “If some company in
some form mentions his nationality as British, does he become a
British citizen” the court asked
the petitioner, who alleged in the
petition that a UK-based company allegedly mentioned Gandhi
HTC
is a British citizen.

The Supreme Court and the Centre, for the second
time in 12 months, have locked horns over judicial
appointments — this time over the elevation of
justice Aniruddha Bose and justice AS Bopanna as
judges to the top court
n SC also recommended

“… the collegium resolves to
reiterate the recommendation
dated 12th April, 2019, especially
since nothing adverse regarding
competence, conduct or integrity of
justices Aniruddha Bose (L) and AS
Bopanna (R) has been pointed out.”
— SUPREME COURT RESOLUTION

apex court.
Brushing aside government’s
objection to the names, the collegium said in a resolution that it
had kept in mind the twin parameters of seniority among judges
and merit while recommending
the names. “… the Collegium
resolves to reiterate the aforementioned recommendation
dated 12th April, 2019, especially
since nothing adverse regarding
competence, conduct or integrity
of Mr. Justices (1) Aniruddha
Bose, and (2) A.S. Bopanna, has
been pointed out,” a resolution
passed on Wednesday said.
A law ministry official did not
respond to requests for a comment. This is the second time in a
year that the government and

names of two more
judges for elevation —
justices BR Gavai and
Surya Kant
n With the recommendation of justice Gavai,
the top court will have
a Scheduled Caste
judge after a gap of a
decade
n In April 2018, the govt
objected to the
appointment of justice
KM Joseph

judiciary have locked horns over
the appointment of judges. In
April 2018, the government
objected to the appointment of
then Uttarakhand high court
chief justice KM Joseph as a
Supreme Court judge.
But then too, the collegium
stood its ground and the appointment of justice Joseph came
through, albeit after a delay.
Once the Collegium reiterates
its recommendation, the government has to accept it, although
there is no prescribed time-frame
within which this needs to be
done.
Clearing the names of justices
Gavai and Kant for appointment,
the collegium said: “While recommending the names of Mr.

BJP likely to fall
short of majority:
SAD MP Gujral

Singapore ‘fake
news’ law could
hurt innovation,
fears Google

Gagandeep Jassowal

Agence France-Presse

n

gagandeep@htlive.com

JALANDHAR: With just 10 days to go
for the last leg of the Lok Sabha
polls, Naresh Gujral, the Rajya
Sabha MP of Shiromani Akali
Dal — one of the oldest allies of
the Bharatiya Janata Party — on
Thursday said the saffron party
is likely to fall short of absolute
majority.
“The BJP may fall short of
absolute majority but a stable
coalition government will be
formed by the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in which
all allies will get a true representation in the cabinet as per their
seat number,” said Gujral, who
is camping in Jalandhar to
supervise the ongoing election
campaign of the party.
“I am not only one who is saying it, even BJP’s senior leader
Ram Madhav has predicted that
party won’t get a full majority,”
added Gujral. In the 543-member
House, 272 is the number
required to form the government. In 2014 elections, the BJP
had scored a landslide win by

n

n

Naresh Gujral

bagging 282 seats.
Recently, Madhav, the BJP
national general secretary, had
said the saffron party will
require support of its allies to
form the next government.
Earlier, Gujral had warned
the BJP over the issue of security
of minorities and told it to
respect the alliance partners,
especially the regional parties.
“The Shiromani Akali Dal
represents the farmers. So we
will demand plum portfolios
related to agriculture in the cabinet. We want implementation of
the Swaminathan commission
report so that farmers get their
due share,” he said.
CONTINUED ON P10

J&K governor defends Modi
for ‘corrupt No.1’ jibe at Rajiv
Ashiq Hussain
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
governor Satya Pal Malik on
Thursday defended Prime Minister Narendra Modi for “corrupt
No.1” jibe at Rajiv Gandhi during
an election rally.
Why one should not talk about
former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi when his son was calling others thief, Malik told reporters
after inaugurating a grade separator at tourist reception centre
(TRC) road junction in Srinagar.
“If Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru can be mentioned,
Rajiv Gandhi can also be mentioned,” he said.
“When Rajiv’s son calls you a
chor (thief), won’t you tell him
who he is and what is his legacy,”
Malik added. Addressing a rally
at Pratapgarh in Uttar Pradesh
on May 4, Modi had attacked Con-

Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna
Gavai and Mr. Justice Surya
Kant, the Collegium has taken
into consideration combined seniority on all-India basis of Chief
Justices and senior puisne
Judges of High Courts, apart from
their competence, conduct and
integrity. The Collegium has also
kept in mind the desirability of
giving due representation on the
Bench of the Supreme Court, as
far as possible, to all the High
Courts as well as to all sections of
the society including those
belonging to SC/ST/OBC categories, women and minorities.“
With the recommendation of
justice Gavai to the Supreme
Court, the top court has a Scheduled Caste judge on the bench
after a gap of a decade. ST and
OBC are short for Scheduled
Tribe and Other Backward Class,
respectively.
Clearing the air that the recommendation of justice Gavai —
he happens to be fourth with
respect to seniority among
judges from the Bombay high
court — the collegium said: “His
recommendation, in no way, is to
be misconstrued to mean that
three senior-most Judges from
Bombay High Court (two of
whom are serving as chief justices) are less suitable than Mr.
Justice Gavai.”
Senior advocate Vikas Singh
said, “The legal position on the
issue is very clear. The government can only object to it once
and if the collegium reasserts its
recommendation, the government has to go by the recommendation.”

n

Satya Pal Malik

gress president Rahul Gandhi’s
father Rajiv Gandhi, saying,
“Your father was termed ‘Mr
Clean’ by his courtiers, but his life
ended as ‘Bhrashtachari (corrupt) No 1”.
Malik said Rajiv Gandhi was
initially not corrupt but under
the influence of some people, he
got involved in the Bofors corruption case. “I will not name. He got
involved in the Bofors corruption
case. And you should know PDP

founder Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and I quit the Rajya Sabha in
the wake of the Bofors corruption
case and formed the Jan Morcha,” Malik said when asked
about a 76-second audio clip in
which he told Supreme Court
lawyer and rebel BJP leader Ajay
Agarawal that Rahul Gandhi was
not corrupt.
“Rajiv was not corrupt. In
those days when they received
money from AICC for their
travel, he never took anything
unnecessary. This was told (to
me) by Arun Nehru,” he is heard
saying in the clip.
Malik has a political background. Starting his political journey as a socialist student leader,
he went on to join many parties.
These include the Congress, Janata Dal and the BJP. Before
becoming the governor of Jammu
and Kashmir in August 2018, he
had served as governor of Bihar.

letters@hindustantimes.com

SINGAPORE: Technology giant
Google said on Thursday Singapore’s new law against “fake
news” could hurt innovation, a
crucial element in the high-tech
sector which the government is
developing as an economic
growth driver.
The parliament on Wednesday passed legislation that gives
ministers powers to order social
media sites such as Facebook
and Twitter to put warnings next
to posts authorities deem to be
false and in some cases have
them taken down.
If an action is judged to be
malicious and damaging to Singapore’s interests, companies
could be hit with fines of up to
Sg$1 million (US$735,000).
››FULL STORY ON PAGE 12

BJP, Cong spar
over 1984 riots
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI/DHARAMSHALA: The BJP

and Congress attacked each
other over 1984 anti-Sikh riots on
Thursday. While the saffron
party claimed that “instructions
to kill” Sikhs during the 1984
riots came from the prime minister’s office (PMO), Indian Overseas Congress chief Sam Pitroda
brushed off the riots, saying, “It
happened in 1984, so what?”
Senior Congress leader Sheila
Dikshit expressed disappointment over BJP’s allegation.
“Why would Rajiv Gandhi do
that? His mother had been killed,
why would he instruct? He was
deeply hurt.”
SAD leader Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said the Congress’ antiSikh mentality was clearly visible in Pitroda’s remark. ››P5

mustread
ARMY JAWAN
SPYING FOR
PAK ARRESTED
A 35-year-old Indian Army
jawan was arrested on Thursday for allegedly spying for
Pakistan via social media
platforms, after receiving a
tip-off from Khasa, 5km from
the district headquarters. The
accused was identified as
Malkeet Singh, who is posted as
a sepoy in the 6th Battalion of
Rashtriya Rifles.
››P5

Govt’s policy initiatives
have changed lives: PM
HTINTERVIEW
Shishir Gupta and R Sukumar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Addressing breadand-butter issues such as electricity and roads has been among
the big achievements of the
National Democratic Alliance
government, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said.
“On a related note, you may
have observed an interesting
phenomenon in this election,”
Modi said in the second part of an
interview with Hindustan Times
(part 1 was carried on Wednesday and featured his views on the
political situation and other
issues).
“Earlier, the pet issues of any
Opposition were bijli (electricity), sadak (roads), paani (water)
and mehangai (inflation).
Incumbent governments have
been routed on these issues.
Today, the situation is the exact
opposite. The incumbent government has much to talk about
on our track record in these
areas whereas the Opposition is
silent. They have nothing to talk
on these issues of national
importance.”
Modi, 68, said the government
had also expended a lot of effort
in mitigating water problems
too, but that had “not hit the
headlines of newspapers as it
should have”, adding that the

›

GETTY IMAGES

Earlier, the pet issues of Opposition were bijli, sadak,
paani, mehangai... Today, the situation is opposite.
The incumbent govt has much to talk about on our track
record in these areas whereas the Opposition is silent.
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

government’s priorities were to
supply adequate water to farms
and clean drinking water in both
cities and villages.
Setting up a separate ministry
for water is one of the specifics in
Bharatiya Janata Party’s manifesto.
Asked to pick the government’s most significant policy
campaign from among initiatives such as Swachh Bharat,
Ayushman Bharat, the health
insurance scheme for the poor;
and the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana aimed at providing the

‘Why would one holiday
on an aircraft carrier?’
HTINTERVIEW
Sunetra Choudhury
n

sunetra.choudhury@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: Congress president
Rahul Gandhi admits that he did
visit INS Viraat with his father,
late prime minister Rajiv Gandhi,
but adds that it was an official
trip, not a holiday. “Why would
anyone holiday on an aircraft
carrier? It’s not a cruise ship!” he
said in an interview. Gandhi was
responding to PM Narendra
Modi’s comment at a rally in
Delhi that Rajiv Gandhi misused
INS Viraat as his “personal taxi”
during a vacation to Lakshadweep (in 1987) and also hosted foreigners on board.
Gandhi says he doesn’t want to
respond to the flurry of attacks on
his father during the election
campaign of 2019. “Mr Narendra
Modi is obsessed with my family.
I’m not obsessed with my family.
I don’t think about my father,
grandmother or great-grandfather as much as Mr Modi does. ’’
Responding to AAP leader and
CM Arvind Kejriwal saying that
he would back Gandhi for prime
minister if he supported full statehood for Delhi, the latter said he is
“fond of all these leaders” and

›

Who said not sleeping is the measure of working? He
[Modi] said Barack Obama was impressed by his
work ethic... Mr Barack Obama was probably having him
on! The Americans do psychological profiles of all
leaders... and Mr Narendra Modi bought it
hook, line and sinker

›

How do you define work? Do you
define it as coming on camera and
waving? When it comes to thinking
about India, I spend 10 times the
amount of time that Mr Modi does
RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president

respects them, but that the “only
voice that has a right to decide
who becomes the PM of India’’ is
that of the people.
When HT asked about Kejriwal, with whose party the Congress failed to arrive at an
arrangement, Gandhi said, “Mr
Kejriwal too represents a voice
just as Mr Stalin does or Jayalalithaji did. India is a sum total of all
these voices and that is something I absolutely respect.’’

moreinside
Ex-INS Viraat skipper
counters Modi remarks
The former skipper of aircraft
carrier INS Viraat said Rajiv
Gandhi embarked on the vessel in
his official capacity, contradicting
Narendra Modi’s claim that the
former PM was misusing the
aircraft carrier as his “personal
taxi” during a vacation to Lakshadweep in 1987.
››P9

››FULL INTERVIEW , P8

2 kids among 10 pilgrims killed as
jeep rams into tree in Hoshiarpur
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HOSHIARPUR: Ten pilgrims,
including two children and
three women, were killed and 13
injured when the jeep they were
travelling in rammed into a tree
in Hoshiarpur on Thursday.
The accident took place near
the municipal corporation
office on the outskirts of the city.
The pilgrims were returning
after paying obeisance at a
shrine in Himachal Pradesh.
Police personnel, MC staff
and passers-by extricated the
bodies and shifted them to the
civil hospital in ambulances and
private vehicles.
Civil surgeon Renu Sood said
10 persons were brought dead
while 13 injured were undergoing treatment.
Police said as per preliminary
investigations, cause of the accident appears to be driver losing
control over the vehicle after
which it hit the tree.
“First he (driver) hit a stationary autorickshaw and then
rammed the vehicle into a tree”,

poor affordable housing, Modi
said each had contributed to
improving the lives of the people.
“Each of these initiatives has
fundamentally changed people’s
lives, in a way that they have
been freed from the fear and
uncertainty that poverty, sickness and homelessness bring in
people’s lives. These fears had
tied down generations of Indians
and trapped them in a cycle of
poverty. But that feeling of fear,
anxiety and helplessness is being
driven away now,” he added.
FULL INTERVIEW ››P13

‘SLAP’ POLITICS
TAKES CENTRE
STAGE AT MODI,
MAMATA RALLIES
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: A war of words between

Narendra Modi and chief minister Mamata Banerjee escalated
on Thursday as the prime minister accused West Bengal’s ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC) leaders in the state’s Purulia and
Bankura districts of having links
with the coal mafia. Banerjee hit
back later in the day and asked
Modi to do “100 sit-ups holding
his ears” if he is proved wrong.
The two exchanged barbs earlier this week as well amid a bitter national election campaign in
West Bengal, which has the most
(42) Lok Sabha seats after Uttar
Pradesh (80) and Maharashtra
(48).
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has been trying to make
inroads into states like West
Bengal to make up for the possible loss of seats in its western and
north Indian strongholds like
Uttar Pradesh, where it peaked
in 2014 by winning 71 seats.
Banerjee on Tuesday said that
she felt like giving Modi “a slap of
democracy” when he comes to
Bengal and accuses her party of
“tolabazi” [extortion].
Modi responded to Banerjee’s
remark on Thursday. “Didi
[Banerjee] said she wants to slap
Modi. Didi, I respect you… Your
slap will be a blessing to me.
But… if you really had the courage to slap those who ate away
chit fund money, you would not
have been so scared today,” Modi
said at an election rally in Bankura, which would go to the polls
in the sixth phase of Lok Sabha
elections on May 12.
The reference to chit fund
money was an allusion to the
Saradha Group scandal in which
thousands of poor and middleclass people lost their life savings. “Didi’s frustration can be
measured from her language. I
am used to abuses, but Didi is
even insulting the Constitution.
She is publicly saying that she is
not ready to recognise the country’s prime minister. However,
she is proud to recognise Pakistan’s prime minister,” Modi
claimed.

mustread
n

The mangled remains of the Mahindra Bolero that met with an accident in Hoshiarpur on Thursday.
HARPREET KAUR/HT

said an eyewitness.
The injured belonged to
Usmaan Shaheed village of
Dasuya sub-division here. Pun-

jab chief minister Amarinder
Singh expressed deep shock
over the accident. Captain
announced an ex gratia of Rs 1

lakh each to the next of the kin of
the deceased and Rs 25,000 each
to the injured, an official statement said.

AYODHYA CASE
IN SC TODAY
A five-judge Constitution
Bench will hear on Friday the
issues relating to the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
land dispute case, a day before
the court goes on recess. ››P10
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

FACEOFF

SUNIL JAKHAR VS SUNNY DEOL

GunningforGurdaspur,attackandcounterattack
STAGE SET Locked in a direct fight, both Sunil Jakhar (Congress) and Sunny Deol (BJP) are outsiders in Gurdaspur. They have a Jat pedigree to boast. But, the similarities
end there. Their campaign styles are as contrasting as the ideology of the parties they represent. As the high-stake slugfest turns fast and furious, Jakhar fired the first salvo,
calling Deol a misfit in politics, and alluded to his rival’s recent Bollywood flops to question his poll plunge. But, the Border hero, known for his bombastic dialogues, is holding
back fire, at least for now. Sukhdeep Kaur caught up with Jakhar and Deol for quick-fire interviews. Excerpts:

‘Film career past expiry date, so he chose politics’ ‘If film career has expired, I’m in politics full-time’
You have been daring Sunny
Deol to a debate on local issues.
But, he is not game for it.

call them anti-Punjab. Now
they are coming all guns
blazing.

Forget local issues, he can at
least say what he likes so
much about Narendra Modi.
He must have some view on
GST or on India-Pakistan ties.
How can he claim to be a political novice? His father Dharmendra was an MP. His stepmom, Hema Malini, is the MP
from Mathura and is seeking
a re-election. He wore a blue
turban to Harmandar Sahib
and a saffron one when he
filed his nomination papers.
In the evening, he was sporting a cap during the roadshow. He is quite a politician
as he is good at optics. I don’t
change colours. Gurdaspur is
not a stage and politics is not
acting.

There seems to be a strong
anti-incumbency against the
Amarinder Singh government.
In Gurdaspur, the Congress is
divided.
The Captain government has
done a lot in Gurdaspur. The
common man still looks up to
him. I got just a year and four
months after the bypoll. Most
projects are funded by the
state. Each MLA and minister
is doing his best. Partap Singh
Bajwa too tweeted that it is
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s election, not that of
Jakhar.

As an actor, he is a known
brand. But the product has to
deliver too. The only difference between the October
2017 bypoll and now is that my
opponent has a star appeal.
But even in Mumbai, where
film stars live, people crowd
them. The BJP is trying to
keep him under wraps. They
fear if he meets people, he will
have to answer questions. His
lack of knowledge will be

exposed. All he says is: ‘Tagre
ho jao, phatte chak deyo (Be
strong, let’s bring the house
down)’. He has a reserved
nature. I think he is a misfit in
politics. I don’t know if he is in
politics due to his flop films
but his film career has
crossed its expiry date. If
your movies don’t work,
enter politics.

CAMPAIGNTRAIL

Why do you think the BJP
brought Deol to fight you?
Because they want to silence
every voice that speaks
against them. I went gunning
for Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal over sacrilege
and police firing during the
SAD rule. He has become my
personal enemy. I have taken
on the BJP in Parliament. I

AMARINDER SINGH

I love Punjab. I love the lush
fields. Like all children, I used
to come with my mother every
year to her village in Punjab. I
will buy a home in Gurdaspur
and work out how much time I
can spend here.

You gave a flurry of interviews
today. Did the BJP kept you
under the wraps so far?
Even as an actor, I hardly gave
interviews. I don’t have the
temperament. I try to stay
calm. But at times, your temperament gets the better of you.

If it had crossed the expiry
date, it means I will be in politics full time. I enjoy what people say about each other. Until
I get into it, how will I know
the issues.

Look at the candidates of the
SAD-BJP in Punjab. They
have not fielded a single
Hindu face. The BJP is trying
to sabotage the progress of the
Kartarpur Corridor with
warmongering. There were
empty chairs at (BJP chief)
Amit Shah’s rally held at a
marriage palace where they
could not put more than 4,000
chairs. People left before Deol
spoke. The euphoria around
him is fading. Much water has
flown down the river Ravi
since actor Vinod Khanna
came here and won.

MODI HAS NO
RIGHT TO SEEK
VOTES IN STATE,
SAYS AMARINDER

If elected, how much time will
you spend in Gurdaspur?

You can’t keep criticising politicians and say why things are
this way or that. There comes
a time when you want to do
something about it. I have
wrapped up my son’s film. I
want to see if I can be of any
help. I have come with an open
mind to serve people and
resolve issues of farmers and
children. I feel strongly for
these two sections.

Sunil Jakhar says your
film career has crossed its
expiry date.

Will Gurdaspur vote on
communal lines or star power?

But Gurdaspur seems
star-struck. His roadshows
are drawing crowds.

Why have you entered
politics now?

Your father Dharmendra
has so far not shown up in
Gurdaspur? Will Hema
Malini campaign for you?
My father is down with flu and
will come in a day or two. I
don’t want to say anything on
the other part.

Now that you have been
campaigning for 10 days,
what are Gurdaspur’s problems?
They are the same as in the
country. Farmers are suffering. I want to know what can
be done for them. In Punjab,
youngsters are into drugs. We
have to find a way out. Give
children playgrounds. They
must be motivated to take up
sports as a profession. We
need to see what kind of jobs
can be created in border areas.
How the younger generation
can be skilled. Gurdaspur

PHOTOS: ANIL DAYAL/HT

needs a good hospital. I can get
things moving.

Being a border district, do you
think the PM’s narrative on
Balakot creates fear of a looming
war? It may cast a shadow over
the Kartarpur Corridor?
When someone slaps you, slap
them back. If you love our

motherland, you have to retaliate. We are strong enough to
do so. If things go wrong, you
can’t sit back. What if they
(Pakistan) invade us? Will we
allow them to? As for Kartarpur, nothing has been done to
cast a shadow. I will be the first
to visit Kartarpur when the
corridor opens.

How are you coping with
the heat and dust of
campaigning?
The schedule during shooting
a movie is equally demanding.
I don’t tire of working. I can’t
mug up anything, not even
film dialogues. I am dyslexic.
So I had problems reading and
writing. But I have a high IQ. It
is over 160. I try to understand
things that I believe in. Then I
put my heart to doing it.

Akali, Congress workers clash after
black flags shown at Preneet’s rally
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Hours before Narendra

n

CM Amarinder Singh during poll campaign in Ferozepur district.

SANJEEV KUMAR/HT

Capt mounts his offensive
against Badals over 2015
sacrilege, police firing
Vishal Joshi
n

vishal.joshi@htlive.com

FAZILKA/ZIRA: Oftenaccusedbyhis
politicalopponentsofbeinginaccessible as chief minister, Capt
Amarinder Singh is an ardent
election campaigner and taking
an extra interest in the social
media platforms.
However,thehighly-protected
politician stays away from mingling with the Congress workers
andsupportersathiselectionrallies. Selfies with the CM is not a
trend at his rallies.
Capt’s aura of being from a
royal lineage remains visible at
thepubliceventsaspartyleaders
andthosecomperingtheelection
ralliesrepeatedlyaddresshimas
‘Maharaja Sa’ab’.
On the stage, only Amarinder
gets a special and comfortable
chairwhereasotherleadersduring his rallies at Zira and Fazilka
towns were seen adjusting with
others on seats joined together.
TheseLokSabhaelectionsare
being considered as a litmus test
for Amarinder who is making
repeated claims of routing the
Akalis andBadals,his bêtenoire
opponents, at the hustings.

‘WILL TEACH BADAL
FAMILY A LESSON’
“I am out to teach the Badal family a lesson of public anger. It’s
time to unite and defeat the Akalis, particularly SAD president
SukhbirSinghBadalandhiswife
HarsimratKaur BadalfromFerozepurandBathindaparliamen-

›

My battle is not just
political but as a
devout and practising Sikh,
I want to get the Sikh
religious bodies freed from
Badal and his son Sukhbir.
AMARINDER SINGH, CM, Punjab

tary seats. Convince your relativesandfriendsinthesetwoconstituenciestovoteagainstSADas
defeatingtheAkalisisimportant
fortheentirestate,”heappealsto
the audience at a gathering at
Zira, part of the Khadoor Sahib
constituency. Jasbir Singh
DimpaistheCongresscandidate
from Khadoor Sahib.
After addressing a couple of
party workers’ meetings in
Amritsar on Monday, Capt
reached Zira by 12.30 pm, about
one-and-a-half hours behind the
schedule.
Talking to HT, Amarinder
says, “My battle is not just politicalbutasadevoutandpracticing
Sikh, I want to get the Sikh religiousbodiesfreedfromtheinterference of Akali patriarch Parkash Singh Badal and his son
Sukhbir Badal.”
HealsocriticisestheBadalsfor
thesacrilegeofholybooksofvarious faiths, particularly Guru
Granth Sahib, during the previous Akali regime in the state.
“Badals have mocked important Sikh entities, including the

AkalTakhtandtheSGPC,bydictatingtermstosuittheirpolitical
interests. The people of Punjab
are seeing all this and they will
teach the Akali leadership a lesson,” he adds.
OnthedaisatZira,Amarinder
takes time to scroll the mobile
phoneofhismediaadviserasthe
event goes live on the Facebook
and pictures are being posted.
Hisspeechesareshortandfull
of expressions that attract
prompt response from the audience. As the chief minister flies
on a chopper to rush for another
rally in Fazilka, a small town
located on the India-Pakistan
border,he saysthe campaigning
schedule is not too hectic.
“Punjabhas13parliamentary
seats and covering them is not a
tiresome job. In assembly polls,
campaigning for 117 assembly
constituencies was, indeed, a
challenging task,” he said.
Talking about his offensive
against the Badals, Amarinder
said, “Just look how people
responded when I mentioned
abouttakingontheBadalfamily.
Peopleintheareaarefedupwith
the activities of the Badal clan
and their close aides.”
Alleging that the SAD is
threateningvotersintheFerozepurconstituency,hesaid,“Those
supporting our candidate Sher
Singh Ghubaya, who recently
joinedtheCongressafterquitting
the SAD, are being intimidated
and we will not let this happen,”
says the 77-year-old leader with
confidence.

Modi was scheduled to arrive in
Punjab to campaign for the BJPSAD, chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh asked what
audacity the Prime Minister had
to seek votes from the people of
the state for which he had done
nothing.
Talking to the media on the
sidelines of his rally in support of
Congress candidate and his wife
Preneet Kaur here, the CM said
“Modi had no moral right to seek
for votes in Punjab, for which he
had done absolutely nothing and
whose people he had left to fend
for themselves despite the acute
problems faced by them”.
Despite repeated requests, the
Modi government continued to
discriminate against Punjab and
its people in the last two years
since the Congress government
took over in the state showing a
total lack of callous selfishness,
the CM said addressing a rally
earlier in the day, asserting that
his government was left to fend
for itself despite the massive debt
legacy left behind by the erstwhile BJP-SAD government.
Not only had the state gone
ahead with its promised farm
loan waiver scheme, but had
expanded the primary health
insurance cover to 42 lakh families insteadof the mere 14.96 lakh
families covered under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana,
the CM pointed out.
Describing Modi as a self-obsessed man, Amarinder drew a
sharp contrast between the PM’s
handling of the Balakot success
and Indira Gandhi’s achievement in splitting Pakistan to create Bangladesh during the 1971
war. The nation has seen how
Modi has ruled in the past five
years, destroying every institution and ruining all sections of
the society with his ill-conceived
policies, such as demonetisation
and GST, he added.
Amarinder compared Modi’s
“partisan” style of functioning to
that of Dr Manmohan Singh,
pointing out that the latter conceded to all demands of the Akali
government. And when he
(Amarinder) pointed this out, he
was told that as a Prime Minister, it was Dr Singh’s duty to support all states.
Stressing the need for a
change, the CM said the fate of
the country was now in the
hands of the people. The nation’s
growth rate had been put in the
reverse direction, and every citizen of India was suffering under
the Modi regime, he added.

PATIALA: ShiromaniAkaliDaland

Congress workers clashed on
Thursday at Kularan village in
Patiala district after the former
showed black flags at the rally of
Preneet Kaur, the candidate of
the state’s ruling party.
Twopersonswhowereinjured
in the clash were shifted to the
RajindraHospitalfortreatment.
The SAD workers showed black
flags to Preneet alleging local
MLA Nirmal Singh Shutrana
rigged the panchyat polls held
last year and despite SAD candidate having polled more
votes, the administration
declared the ruling party nominee as sarpanch.
After Preneet reached the village and started her speech, the
Akali workers holding black
flags raised slogans against the
Congress andtheMLA. Preneet,
however, continued her speech.
Butaftersheleftthevenue,the
rallyorganisersclashedwiththe
SADworkers.Congresssupporters Nachhattar Kaur and Jaswinder Kaur and some Akalis
sustained injuries. The
police brought the situation
under control after resorting to

n

SAD supporters protesting during a rally of Congress candidate Preneet Kaur at Kularan village in
Patiala district on Thursday.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

mild lathicharge.
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst
unidentifiedpersonsfordisrupting the rally. The Akali workers
lodged a complaint against their
Congress counterparts.
SAD’sPatialacandidateSurjit
Singh Rakhra condemned the
incident saying the Congress
workers used police to threaten

the the Akalis. He said their
workers were protesting peacefullyagainsttheMLA’smisdeeds
but bricks were hurled at them.
“When the SAD workers retaliated, the police used lathicharge
onthem.Thepolicearenotregistering the complaint of Akali
workerswhowereinjured,”Rakhrasaid,addinghewillapproach

Badal calls Nehru-Gandhi
family enemy of Punjabis
HT Correspondent
n

theElectionCommissiontolodge
a case in this connection.
Punjab Democratic Alliance
(PDA) nominee from Patiala Dr
Dharamvira Gandhi also condemned theincident.Hesaid the
district administration is working at the behestof Preneet Kaur
andisthreateningtheopposition
party workers.

Harsimrat blames
CM for shortage
of gunny bags
HT Correspondent

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BAGHA (BATHINDA): Braving the

ongoing political offensive of
the Congress against the Akali
leadership on sacrilege, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) patriarch
Parkash Singh Badal alleged
that the Nehru-Gandhi family
had the dubious legacy of hurting the religious sentiments of
the Sikh.
At his maiden election rally
in the Bathinda Lok Sabha segment in favour of his daughterin-law and Union minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal, the former
chief minister said the successive governments at the Centre
led by the Congress did nothing
to punish the perpetrators of
anti-Sikh riots of 1984. He called
former prime minister Indira
Gandhi a “tyrant” for ordering
demolition of the Akal Takht
during Operation Bluestar.
On Thursday, the nonagenarian Akali leader visited villages
in Talwandi Sabo seeking votes
for Harsimrat. He first visited
Pucca Kalan village and then
held election meetings at Bagha

BATHINDA: Kicking her poll cam-

n

Former chief minister Parkash Singh Badal addressing a gathering
in Talwandi Sabo on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

and Gaatwali, a part of Talwandi Sabo assembly segment.
“Former PM Jawaharlal
Nehru had vehemently opposed
the formation of Punjabi Suba. I
was part of the movement that
took on the then Congress government. The entire NehruGandhi family had always been
anti-Punjab and Punjabis, and
we must unite to oppose their
ulterior motives,” said Badal.

It was under the Modi government that Congress leader Sajjan Kumar was convicted and
sent to jail in the anti-Sikh riots
case. Modi has kept his promise
to ensure justice to the Sikhs,
said the former CM. Badal said
the Modi government has
taught Pakistan a lesson
through the Balakot air strike.
The nation is safe in his hands,
he added.

paign in Lambi on Thursday,
Union food processing industries minister and Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) candidate from
Bathinda Harsimrat Kaur Badal
blamed chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh for shortage
of gunny bags in the Malwa
region.
Reacting to the CM’s statement that centre government
has diverted gunny bags to Haryana, Harsimrat said: “The state
government created shortage of
gunny bags in Bathinda to
defame me. The Union government doesn’t fix quota of gunny
bags for specific region in Punjab. As a member Parliament, I
have no power to divert gunny
bags to Haryana.”
The SAD candidate held public meetings in more than a
dozen of villages, including
KanduKhera, Hakuwala,Middu
Khera, Ghumiara, Lohara and
Bhagu, of the Lambi assembly
segment.
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In poll season, officials fail to act
against farmers burning stubble
NGT BAN GOES FOR A TOSS 150 farm fires reported in Malwa region, no cases registered
Gurpreet Singh Nibber
n

gurpreet.nibber@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Despite a ban by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
on stubble burning and the
Supreme Court order on its strict
compliance, a large number of
farmers in Punjab, particularly
in the Malwa region, are resorting to burning of wheat crop residue leading to air pollution.
With the Lok Sabha elections
around the corner and campaigning in full swing, the state
machinery, particularly in the
agriculture department, and the
Punjab Pollution Control Board
(PPCB) is turning a blind eye to
this malpractice.
During a visit to various areas
in the Patiala, Sangrur, Bathinda
and Faridkot districts, an HT
team found that farmers were
indulging in burning of stubble
and to cover it up, they were seen
irrigating and ploughing the
fields immediately after the stubble got burnt completely.
The scale of smoke emitted by
burning wheat stubble is not
huge as compared to the paddy
stubble because farmers are setting fields on fire after storing a
major portion of the stubble for

n

A farmer after burning wheat stubble in his field on the outskirts of
Sangrur.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

dry fodder after harvest.
“We are not setting on fire the
entire stubble as in case of paddy.
We burn only the leftover after
making dry fodder from the chaff
after harvest,” said a farmer in
Upli village of Sangrur district.
As per figures given by the
Punjab state remote-sensing
department, 150 cases of stubble
burning have been reported in
Malwa region. Most of these cases
were reported in the current
week. No case has been regis-

tered against the defaulters so
far.
MAKING FARMERS
AWARE: AGRI DIRECTOR
“We are making farmers aware
but still there are some who
resort to the malpractice,” said
director, agriculture, Sutantar
Kumar Airi.
He added that due to delay in
wheat harvesting, farmers have
got a very short time for cotton
sowing for which 10-15 days are

the best-suited period.
According to Airi, the agriculture department is also making
efforts to increase the area under
cotton cultivation from the last
year’s 2.74 hectares to 4 lakh hectares this season.
The practice of paddy stubble
burning in the state is rampant.
After the end of paddy harvesting
last year, 43,000 cases of stubble
burning were reported. The Punjab government, in a report sent
to the Centre, had said the state
can’t do much in checking the
stubble burning, as the machines
supplied were only for covering
30% of 74.5 lakh acres under
paddy cultivation. The state
hopes a visible change next year,
despite the fact that 25,922 subsidised machines to manage straw
were rolled out in state farms.
A PPCB official, seeking anonymity, accepted that farmers
are indulging in wheat stubble
burning, but it was going unnoticed because of dry weather conditions, helping smoke to spread
out unlike during the onset of
winters when burning of paddy
stubble leads to a thick layer of
smog. He added that no action has
been initiated against the farmers.

punjab
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Kataria holds
protest against
Cong MLA Zira

Zail Singh’s son-in-law joins BJP

FEROZEPUR: A day after former
Congress MLA Naresh Kataria
was allegedly manhandled by
party legislator Kulbir Singh
Zira’s men, Kataria and his supporters on Thursday staged a protest at Makhu.
Kataria, an arch rival of Zira,
alleged that he was attacked by
security guards of the MLA on
Wednesday when he went to
attend a ceremony at a local gurdwara. The protesters also burnt
an effigy of Zira. MLA’s aide has
filed a complaint against Kataria.
Police said they received complaints from both sides and investigation was on.
HTC

Giani Zail Singh’s son-in-law
and ex-Punjab bureaucrat SS
Channy joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Thursday.
Channy joined the BJP in the
presence of Union minister and
senior party leader Nitin Gadkari.
A claimant for the Akali Dal
ticket from Ludhiana Lok Sabha
constituency, Channy served as
the chief information commissioner of Punjab from September 2014 to May 2019.
Apart from this, Channy held
various important positions in
Punjab, including principal sec-

Indo-Asian News Service
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Former president late

n

Former bureaucrat SS Channy (right) being inducted into the BJP
by Union minister Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi on Thursday. HT PHOTO

retary (home), NRI affairs,
financial
commissioner
(appeals), managing director of

the state-run Markfed and
deputy commissioner (DC) of
Ludhiana.

Punjab AAP manifesto promises special
package for farmers, reduction in GST
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) released its 11-point
manifesto for Punjab, promising
a special package and implementation of recommendations of the
Swaminathan Commission.
Releasing the manifesto,
AAP’s state campaign committee
chief and Sunam MLA Aman
Arora said the party would do its
best to mitigate farm distress in
the state by getting special package passed from the Centre.
The party also promises to take
up the issue of the beleaguered
farming community with the
Union government for the implementation of the recommendations of the Swaminathan Commission.

n

AAP’s state campaign committee chief Aman Arora and other party
leaders releasing party’s Punjab manifesto in Chandigarh. HT PHOTO

The manifesto aims at providing relief to industrialists by
ensuring special package on a par
with certain hill states, besides

stressing the need for ensuring
“one country one tax”.
Another promise is to reduce
and simplify goods and services

tax (GST) to provide relief to
traders and industrialists in the
state.
Arora said the party would
ensure setting up of agro-based
industry in the state to boost the
farmers’ income to put an end to
farmer suicides.
“The party will press the Centre to start the freight corridor
from Amritsar to Kolkata to give
a boost to industry and bring
large-scale public sector undertakings to generate employment
opportunities,” he added.
In its manifesto, the AAP has
also promised to set up more government hospitals on a par with
AIIMS and PGIMER, Chandigarh, in Punjab to provide better
health services to people. The
principal opposition party is contesting all 13 seats in the state.
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election2019
Ambala, Gadkari assures
Talkaboutmyfather,butalso At
to resolve SYL canal issue
explainRafale:RahultoModi
›
Sunil Rahar
n

sunil.kumar3@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA :Union minister for road

SIRSA RALLY Asks PM why he was unable to redress drug menace in Haryana and Punjab

›

Bhaskar Mukherjee
n

Modi govt had
promised 2 crore govt
jobs, did anyone from Sirsa
get government jobs? The
PM only made fake
promises to everyone.

bhaskar.mukherjee@hindustantimes.com

SIRSA :Congress president Rahul

Gandhi, who was in Sirsa on
Thursday to address a rally in
favour of the party’s state unit
chief and party candidate Ashok
Tanwar,hitoutatPrimeMinister
Narendra Modi over the Rafale
issue.
Referring to Modi’s recent
remark stating that the Gandhi
family used INS Virat as a “personal taxi” while holidaying on
an island, the Congress president, who has alleged irregularities in the Rafale deal, said, “The
Prime Ministercantalkasmuch
as he wants about Rajiv Gandhi
but he should also talk about the
jet deal with France.”
He further said the France
president had himself said that
PM Modihadforcedthem togive
the Rafale contract to Anil
Ambani's company.
‘WILL LISTEN TO
YOUTHS’ MANN KI BAAT’
Rahul also took on the Prime
Minister,askinghimwhyhewas
unable to redress the drug
menace in Haryana and the
adjoining state of Punjab. “If the
Congress comes to power, it
won’t do ‘Mann ki baat’ like the
Prime Minister, it will listen to
youths’ ‘Mann ki baat’,” he said,
adding that his party willalso fill
22 lakh vacant government jobs

RAHUL GANDHI, Cong president

tion, about 50 lakh youths had
lost their jobs.

n

Congress president Rahul Gandhi addressing a rally in favour of party candidate Ashok Tanwar in Sirsa
on Thursday.
ANI

within a year.
‘FARMERS’ LOANS
TO BE WAIVED OFF’
Stating that the Congress will
waiveofffarmers’loanswithin10
days of coming to power, Rahul
said the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government had shamed
farmers by pasting the photos of
loan defaulters in banks. He also
allegedthattheBJPgovernment
had jailed farmers on loans even

up to ₹20,000. He said if the Congressisvotedtopower,notevena
single farmer will be sent to jail
for defaulting on loans. “There
will be a separate budget for
farmers. At the start of every
year, farmers will come to know
about their budget and the Congress government will tell farmerswhatthegovernmentisdoing
for them,” said Rahul.
Hethenaskedthecrowdifanyone had the got ₹15 lakh as prom-

ised by the Modi government.
“TheBJPgovernmenthadpromised two crore government jobs,
didanyonefromSirsagetgovernment jobs? The PM only made
fake promises to everyone,” he
said.
Rahul further took on the
Prime Minister, stating that the
peopleofthecountryhadelected
apersonwitha“56-inch”chestto
fight off unemployment and corruption but due to demonetisa-

‘NYAY SCHEME’
Speaking on the Nyunatam Aay
Yojana (NYAY) of the Congress
which promises to give ₹72,000 a
year to 25 crore people, Rahul
said, “Some people are asking
where will the Congress get the
money for the scheme. Ambani
jaise choro ke jeb se ayega” (We
willgetthemoneyfromthepockets of thieves like Ambani).”
“Wehaveconsultedtopeconomists and people from think
tanks,whotookoverfourmonths
tochalkoutthescheme,”saidthe
Congress president, adding,
“Modi can provide several crore
rupeestothelikesofNeeravModi
and Mukesh Ambani, but our
schemewillbenefitthe poor people.” AICC general secretary
GhulamNabiAzadandSirsaLok
Sabha candidate Ashok Tanwar
also addressed during the
rally.

transport and highways, shipping and water resources Nitin
Gadkari onThursday assured to
resolvetheSatluj-Yamunacanal
link (SYL) issue between Haryana and Punjab amicably if his
party was voted to power again.
“I assure you that Haryana
andPunjabwillgetmoreshareas
my department (water resources) has found a way to divert
water from Indus to Haryana,
Punjab, Rajasthan and Jammu
and Kashmir. Now we have
decided to supply water through
pipelines. With the help of drip
system, the farmers will get betterproduce.IhadtalkedtoHaryana chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattarandhis Punjab counterpart Captain Amrinder Singh
about it and hope that the water
disputes will be resolved,” the
Union minister said.
Addressing an election meeting in favour of BJP’s Ambala
nominee Rattan Lal Kataria in
Ambala city, Gadkari made a

n

WELCOME HOME Chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh
being greeted by his great-granddaughter, two-and-a-halfyear-old Rudrangini, at the Moti Bagh Palace after a hectic
HT PHOTO
day of campaigning in Patiala on Thursday.
n

Industrialist Jindal writes to EC,
seeks voting rights from abroad
KARNAL : After backing out

from contesting Lok Sabha
elections, industrialist and
formerCongressMPNaveen
Jindal, says won’t be in India
when polls for the 10 seats in
Haryana is to be held on May
12. Jindal, who is among the
star campaigners of the Congress,hassoughtathree-page
letterto electioncommission
of India, seeking a mecha-

nism for him to exercise his
franchise without his physical presence. Jindal also
tweetedapictureoftheletter,
stating, “I have to travel
abroad to fulfil certain pressing commitments and won’t
be physically present to cast
myvoteatKurukshetra.Ifeel
distressed the existing laws
deny me the right to vote for
beingawayondayofpolling.”

Farmers’
union pitches
for NOTA

Ex-Cong MLA
protests against
party legislator

MUKTSAR: Bharatiya Kisan

FEROZEPUR: Adayafterformer

Union (Rajewal) has
decided to opt for “none of
the above” (NOTA) this
election. Union’s state
chief Balbir Singh
Rajewal accused political
parties, including the
SAD-BJPandCongress,of
having failed to do anything for the farmers of
the state. “The union leaders are visiting villages
and making people aware
to opt for NOTA by
distributing pamphlets,”
he said.

Congress MLA Naresh
Kataria was allegedly manhandled by party legislator
Kulbir Singh Zira’s men,
Katariaandhissupporterson
Thursday staged a protest at
Makhu. Kataria, an arch
rival of Zira, alleged he was
attacked by security guards
of the MLA on Wednesday
whenhewenttoattendaceremony at a local gurdwara.
The protesters also burnt an
effigyofZira.MLA’s aidehas
also filed a police complaint
against Kataria.

Hema Malini’s Sholay dialogue
to seek votes for Kaushik
ROHTAK : Bollywood actorturned-politician Hema Malini on Thursday addressed a
rallyinJindinsupportofSonepat BJP MP candidate Ramesh Kaushik, wherein she
recalled a dialogue from her

hitmovieSholaytoseekvotes
forhim.Onpersistentdemand
fromthepublic foradialogue,
the Mathura MP said, “Tumharibasantikiizzatkasawal
hai aap log Ramesh Kaushik
ko vote daliye.”

COMPILED BY: HARDIK ANAND, NEERAJ MOHAN,
SARBMEET SINGH, GAURAV SAGAR BHASKAR

RIPOSTEOFTHEDAY
A daughter of Punjab is throwing an open challenge to you
(Priyanka). You advise Amarinder to fight polls in Punjab on
the issue of the genocide of Sikhs and false promises like farm
debt waiver, employment to youth, unemployment allowance and smartphones. There should be no double standards.
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, SAD, on Priyanka’s challenge to Modi
to fight polls on false promises

BJP’s star campaigner and its Lok Sabha candidate from Gurdaspur, Sunny Deol, during a roadshow in
ANI PHOTO
favour of the party's Sirsa candidate Sunita Duggal on Thursday.

NITIN GADKARI , Union minister

scathing attack on the NehruGandhi family and accused it of
making false promises to eradicate poverty.
“When Jawaharlal Nehru
became the Prime Minister he
promised to eradicate poverty.
Later, his daughter Indira Gandhi and his grandson Rajiv Gandhi also made similar promise.
Now, Congress president Rahul
Gandhi is misleading the people
with promise to eradicate poverty,” Gadkari said.
The Union minister said he
had old connection with Kataria

Congress, BJP
ignoring Dalits,
tribals: Mayawati
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : Bahujan Samaj Party

POLLDIARY

My department (water
resources) has found
a way to divert water from
Indus to Haryana, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Jammu and
Kashmir. I assure you
Haryana and Punjab will
get more share.

(BSP) chief Mayawati on Thursday accused the BJP and the
Congress of not protecting the
interests of Dalits, backwards
and tribals.
Addressing rallies in support
of candidates of BSP-LSP alliance at Kurukshetra and Panipat, Mayawati alleged that the
two parties were conspiring to
weaken her party.
“Despite persistent demand
from its Dalit supporters, the
Congress neither bestowed Bharat Ratna on Bhim Rao Ambedkar and nor implemented Mandal Commission recommendations,” she said.
“The Congress and the BJP
have always been anti-Dalit,”
the BSP leader said, adding that
the BJP was now conspiring to
scrap reservation laws.
“The Congress, which has
ruled the country for the longest
period, could not eradicate poverty from the country,” she said.
Due to wrong policies of the

Congress, reservation benefits
had not reached all deserving
people, she added.
Mayawati also termed the
minimum income guarantee
scheme proposed by Congress
president Rahul Gandhi as misleading.
She said as the BSP was fighting to protect the interests of
backwards and Dalits, the Congress tried to weaken the party
on umpteen occasions.
Mayawati also countered
BJP’s claims that the nation was
safe under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership. The
borders were not protected and
soldiers were being killed in the
cross-border firing, Mayawati
said.
The former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister also slammed the
Modi government for demonetisation and implementation of
the GST.
“The chowkidar drama will
not help Modi in this election as
the people have made up their
mind to vote out the BJP, which
failed to deliver on its
promises,” she added.

as he had spent one month with
the BJP’s Ambala nominee during his first assembly election
from Radaur assembly constituency in 1987.
He appealed to the people to
electKatariaagainandpromised
the gathering to operate doubledecker buses that can fly from
Ambala to Delhi.
“We have cleaned 30 % of
Ganga river and the remaining
workwillbedonebyMarch2020,
iftheBJPisvotedtopoweragain.
Priyanka Gandhi had drunk
Ganga water during her Varanasi visit as we have cleaned the
river.Shetravelledinaboatfrom
Allahabad to Varanasi as his
department had brought new
vessels. During the Congress
regime, Mauritius PM had
refusedtotakepartintheKumbh
because Ganga was not cleaned
andthistime20crorepeoplewent
Prayagraj to take part in the
event,” he added.
The union minister asked the
people to utilise the crop residue
to make CNG. Haryana health
minister Anil Vij and Kataria
were present at the rally.

Campaigning ends
in Haryana today
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: With the election

campaign in Haryana coming to
an end at 6pm on Friday, there
would be a complete ban on
holding public meetings or processions in connection with an
election in the period of 48 hours
ending with the hour fixed for
the closing of polls.
Joint chief electoral officer
Inder Jeet said that polling for
the 10 Lok Sabha seats in the
state would be held on May 12,
2019 from 7am to 6pm. “No person would convene, hold or
attend, join or address any public meetings or procession in
connection with an election or
display to the public any election matter by means of cinematography, television or other
similar apparatus after the campaigning comes to a close,” he
said.
Besides, liquor shops and
vends would remain closed during the applicability of 48 hours.
Restriction is also applicable on
the use of loud speaker during
this period.
Any person who violates the
law would be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which
may extend to two years, or with
fine, or with both, he added.

Deol takes out roadshows
Woman detained for hurling
in Sirsa, Yamunanagar
HT Correspondents
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA/SIRSA : Bharatiya Janata

Party’s(BJP)“starcampaigner”
and its candidate from Gurdaspur, Sunny Deol, on Thursday
tookoutaroadshowsinSirsaand
Yamunanagar in favour of the
party’s candidates.
The actor-turned politician,
who was accompanied by BJP’s
state unit chief Subhash Barala
and party candidate Sunita Duggal in Sirsa, said, “The BJP is in a
strong position in the country.
Thiswill become clearonMay23
when the BJP forms the government again.” Claiming that

SunnyDeol’sroadshowgotabetterresponsethanRahulGandhi’s
rallyinSirsa,Duggalsaidthatall
the 10 seats of Haryana will be
won by BJP candidates.
Later, Sunny took out a roadshow from Yamunanagar to
Jagadhariinfavouroftheparty’s
nominee Ratan Lal Kataria.
Speaking on the occasion, the
actor-turned politician said, “I
appealtothepublictovoteforthe
BJP so that Narendra Modi
becomes the Prime Minister of
thecountryagain.TheModigovernment has done so much for
development in the last five
years. There is Modi wave in the
country and no one can stop him

from coming into power again.”
Haryana legislative assembly
speaker,KanwarpalGurjar,who
wasalsopresentontheoccasion,
accusedthegovernmentofdoing
politicsinthefavourofterrorism.
He said, “The Congress has kept
the rights of the forces limited
whereas PM NarendraModihas
given a free hand to the forces.
This is the only reason that
today’s stone-pelters and terrorists are hiding underground.”
BJP’s Ambala candidate
Kataria said, “The Congress is
abusingthePrimeMinister.Even
after ruling the country for
nearly60years,thepartyhasnot
learned to respect the top post.”

slipper at Sidhu during rally
Asian News International
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK: A woman was detained
forallegedlyattemptingtothrow
her footwear at Congress leader
and Punjab minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu during a public
meeting here.
Inashortvideooftheincident,
the woman is seen telling police
personnelthatshethrewtheslipperbecause“Sidhuspokeagainst
Modi”. Navjot Singh Sidhu has
beenverycriticalofPrimeMinisterNarendraModiandhasoften

IN A VIDEO OF THE
INCIDENT, SHE IS SEEN
TELLING COPS SHE
THREW THE SLIPPER
AS “SIDHU SPOKE
AGAINST MODI”
slammed him publicly referring
to him as “chowkidar chor hai”.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday tendered
an unconditional apology to the
Supreme Court for wrongly

Hooda defamed Jats by planning quota riots: Khattar
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK :Haryana chief minister

(CM) Manohar Lal Khattar on
Thursday said that former CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda had
defamed the Jat community in
the country by orchestrating a
‘well-planned riot’ during the
February 2016 Jat reservation stir.
Addressing an election rally
in Sampla township of Rohtak,
which is also the assembly constituency represented by
Hooda, Khattar maintained that
no particular community had
executed violence during the
stir, instead it was people having political affiliations to one
party who had done so.
“You all heard the audio clip
of Hooda’s aide calling up people
at other places in the state and
asking them to do what they
have done here in Rohtak,” said
Khattar.
“They did all the damage with
their caste politics but it was the
Jat community that got
defamed,” he added.
The CM’s comments come at

n

Chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar with other Bharatiya Janata Party leaders during a poll meeting at
Sampla town in Rohtak on Thursday.
MANOJ DHAKA/HT

a time when the BJP is trying
hard to win the votes of the Jat
community that forms the single-largest vote bank in Rohtak
parliamentary constituency.

The Jat community had been
upset with the saffron party
over its unfulfilled demand of
reservation and killings of some
Jat youths during the quota stir

in 2016.
The CM also attacked BJP
rebel MP Rajkumar Saini, who
has now formed his political
outfit Loktantra Suraksha

Party (LSP) and is contesting
the LS polls in alliance with the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP).
“I strongly condemn people
like Rajkumar Saini and Yashpal Malik who tried to divide the
people on caste lines and
destroy the social fabric in Haryana,” he said.
The CM said the opposition
was rightly accusing the BJP
leaders of seeking votes only in
the name of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
“If we have a leader like PM
Modi, why should we not seek
votes in his name? The problem
is that the Congress is ashamed
to take its leader Rahul Gandhi’s name to ask for votes, that
is why it cries foul when we do
it,” said Khattar.
Lashing out at Hooda for the
alleged corruption in the
recruitments during his regime,
Khattar said during BJP’s rule,
64,000 government jobs were
given without any corruption.
“If even a single person has paid
bribe for job, he should come
forward and it will be ensured
that the money paid is fully
recovered,” he said.

attributing his “chowkidar chor
hai”remarktotheapexcourtand
sought closure of the contempt
proceedings against him.
In April, a shoe was hurled at
BJP’s national spokesperson
GVL Narasimha Rao while he
wasaddressingamediabriefing.
He, however, had a narrow
escape as the shoe did not hit
him. At the time of the incident,
the BJP spokesperson was talkingaboutfieldingSadhviPragya
from Bhopal constituency and
was criticising Congress for
allegedly defaming Hindus.

Mishra shifted,
Alok Roy is ADGP,
Ambala Range
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Haryana gov-

ernment on Thursday posted
additional director general of
police (ADGP, vigilance) Alok
Kumar Roy as ADGP, Ambala
Range. Roy replaced RC Mishra,
who was ordered to be shifted out
from Ambala by the election
commission (EC).
The EC had on Wednesday
ordered that Mishra, who was
posted as ADGP Ambala Range
,be shifted as he had served for
three years in Ambala district in
violation of the EC’s
policy.
As per the EC policy, no officer
connected directly with the elections shall be allowed to continue
in the present district of posting
if the officer is in his home district and if he has completed
three years in that district during the last four years or would
be completing three years on or
before May 31, 2019.
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Army jawan spying
for Pakistan held
VIA SOCIAL MEDIA Was sharing information on sensitive
spots, secret pictures, training manuals with Pak agencies
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : A 35-year-old Indian
Army jawan was arrested on
Thursday for allegedly spying for
Pakistan via social media platforms, after receiving a tip-off
from Khasa, 5km from the district
headquarters, police said.
The accused was identified as
Malkeet Singh aka Fauji, who is
posted as a sepoy in the 6th Battalion of Rashtriya Rifles at Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir. He is
a resident of Mahawa village that
falls under Gharinda police station.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP-rural) Vikramjit
Singh Duggal said, “On Thursday
morning, station house officer
(SHO) of Gharinda police station,
Prabhjot Singh, got information
from a trusted source that the

accused was in contact with Pakistani smugglers and various
intelligence agencies through
social media platforms for past
one and a half year.”
“The informer told the SHO
that the accused has been sharing
secret information about the
army via emails and Whatsapp,”
he said.
He said, “As per the informer,
the accused has been sending sensitive spots of Indian forces,
secret pictures, training manuals
of the army and maps among others to Pakistani agencies.”
He said, “In the afternoon, the
SHO came to know that the
accused was present near Khasa
military station. A trap was laid
and the accused was arrested.”
The accused, who has been
working in the army for last 15
years, had come to Amritsar on
leave.

“Three suspected pictures,
three mobile phones, training
manual of the Indian Army,
movement details of the army
and documents about sensitive
and secret information of military areas in India were also
recovered from his possession,”
the SSP said.
A senior police official said,
“The accused is fond of using
social media which helped him
make contacts with Pakistani
agencies.”
The official ruled out a possibility of a honey-trap by Pakistan.
The SSP, however, said they
are investigating the case thoroughly to ascertain the details.
A case under Sections 3,4,5,9 of
the Official Secrets Act 1923 and
120-B (Punishment of criminal
conspiracy) of the Indian penal
code was registered at Gharinda
police station.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LONDON :Prime Minister Theresa

May has repeated the UK government’s deep regret over the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre to
mark the 100th anniversary of
the British colonial era attack in
Amritsar on Baisakhi.
The massacre took place at
Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar
during the on April 13, 1919,
when troops of the British
Indian Army under the
command of Colonel Reginald
Dyer opened fire at a crowd of
people holding a pro-independence demonstration, leaving
scores dead.
At a Baisakhi reception at
Downing Street in London on
Wednesday evening, Prime
Minister May repeated words
from her House of Commons
statement last month as she
referred to the “shameful scar”

›

No one who has heard
the accounts of what
happened that day can fail
to be deeply moved. No
one can imagine what the
visitors to those gardens
went through that day one
hundred years ago.
THERESA MAY, British PM

on British Indian history.
“We deeply regret what happened and the pain inflicted on
so many people,” she told a gathering of the Indian diaspora.
She said: “No one who has
heard the accounts of what happened that day can fail to be
deeply moved. No one can truly
imagine what the visitors to
those gardens went through

that day one hundred years ago.
It was — as the former prime
minister HH Asquith described
it at the time – ‘one of the worst
outrages in the whole of our history’.
However, it fell short of a formal apology demanded by a
cross-section of British parliamentarians and Sikh activists to
mark the centenary of the massacre that affected thousands of
Indian lives.”
“I do not understand why the
British government has not to
this day agreed to say sorry,”
said Lord Loomba, who has also
called for an investigation into
whether General Dyer instigated the “huge atrocity” of his
own accord or was following
orders from higher authorities
during the British Raj.
Most recently, during a Westminster Hall debate in the
House of Commons to mark
National Sikh History Aware-
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GURU NANAK BIRTH ANNIV

Petition to start direct
flights from Amritsar
to Canada and UK
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: As many as 17,800 people have signed an online petition
demanding direct flights to
Toronto, Vancouver and London
from Sri Guru Ram Das Jee International Airport here to commemorate the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak.
The international airport not
only caters to Amritsar district,
but also other areas of the state,
western districts of Himachal
Pradesh and southern districts of
Jammu and Kashmir. In 2016, the
Amritsar airport handled over 15
lakh passengers and footfall is
increasing every year.
The global online movement
was launched by the Amritsar
Vikas Manch, a city-based nongovernmental organisation
(NGO), in January this year.
Member the manch and Fly
Amritsar Initiative Michael said:
“People from across the world are

ness Month, a number of British
Indian MPs had repeated calls
for a formal apology and
expressed the hope that perhaps
the Downing Street reception
would be the appropriate
moment for it.
However, the only reference
to the debate made by May
noted: “I am delighted that last
week a debate in Westminster
Hall focused on the contribution
of Sikhs to the UK – following on
from the launch of Sikh History
and Awareness month by
Seema Malhotra MP in April.
“There were some great contributions made during that
debate – and it was a timely
reminder of the hard work, compassion, and generosity of Sikhs
in communities up and down the
country and abroad.” May
admitted that while she had
never attended a Vaisakhi
Nagar Kirtan, she had heard
that they were “fantastic

JUICY TREAT

THE PETITION WILL BE
TAKEN UP WITH THE
INDIAN, CANADIAN, UK
GOVT TO FULFIL THE
LONG-PENDING DEMAND
OF PEOPLE OF PUNJAB
expected to visit the Golden Temple, Dera Baba Nanak, Kartarpur
(Pakistan), Sultanpur Lodhi and
Batala to pay obeisance on the
550th gurpurb of Guru Nanak.
It is difficult for the people to
visit New Delhi first and then fly
to Amritsar.” Besides, direct
travel from Amritsar will boost
tourism in the state, he said.
The petition will be taken up
with the Indian, Canadian, British governments to fulfil the longpending demand of people of Punjab. People can log on to
“change.org” if they wish to join
the initiative, according to the
Amritsar Vikas Manch.

No apology for Jallianwala as May repeats deep regret
Press Trust of India

punjab

events” when the Sikh community came together to commemorate the birth of the Khalsa.
She added: “But although I
haven’t yet been to one of these
parades – I have been lucky
enough to be a frequent guest at
gudwaras in my constituency
and across the UK – and can not
only imagine the warm Punjabi
welcome at this time of year –
but just how good the food must
be.
“This of course is a particularly important year for the
whole of the Sikh community –
2019 marks the 550th anniversary of the birth of Guru
Nanak, the first Sikh guru, in
1469. And I am sure we will see
many events to celebrate this
later in the year.”
The Downing Street celebration involved a shabad kirtan
performance by students of the
Nishkam School in west London.

n

A female Purple Sunbird harvests nectar from a Calliandra flower in B-Tank Park in Patiala
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT
on Thursday.

PMO gave directions
3%
to kill Sikhs in ’84: BJP NEARLY
OF CLASS 10

P S E B R E S U LT S

NEWDELHI/DHARAMSHALA: Leaders

of the BJP and Congress attacked
each other over 1984 anti-Sikh
riots on Thursday.
While the BJP claimed that the
“instructions to kill” Sikhs during the 1984 riots came from the
Prime Minister’s office (PMO),
Indian Overseas Congress chief
Sam Pitroda brushed off the riots,
saying, “It happened in 1984, so
what?”
“It’s on record in the Nanavati
Commission that probed the 1984
anti-Sikh riots, the biggest genocide in which the government
killed its own citizens, that
instructions to kill came directly
from then prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi’s office,” the BJP’s official Twitter handle posted.
Reacting to the charge, Pitroda
said: “I don’t think so. This is also
another lie, and what about 1984?
You speak about what you have
done in five years.
It happened in 1984, so what?
(1984 hua toh hua). What have
you done? (Ab kya hai ’84 ka?
Aapne kya kiya 5 saal mein, uski
baat kariye. ‘84 mein hua to hua.
Aapne kya kiya?)”
“You were voted to create jobs.
You were voted to create 200

smart cities. You have not even
done that. You have not done anything that is why you keep talking
here and there,” he added.
WHY WOULD RAJIV GET
SIKHS KILLED: DIKSHIT
Earlier in the day, senior Congress leader Sheila Dikshit
expressed disappointment over
BJP’s allegation of Rajiv Gandhi’s ‘involvement’ in the 1984
anti-Sikh riots. Asked about
BJP’s claim, Dikshit said: “Why
would Rajiv Gandhi do that? His
mother had been killed, why
would he instruct? He was deeply
hurt. Does the BJP act like this? I
am really disappointed.”
BJP and SAD leaders attacked
the Congress and Pitroda for his
remarks. SAD leader Manjinder
Singh Sirsa said that Congress’
anti-Sikh mentality was clearly
visible in Pitroda’s remark.
Sirsa, on the other hand, said
that Congress’ mentality has not
changed even after 35 years. “The
Congress has yet again proved
that its mentality against the
Sikhs has not changed. Today Pitroda said ‘1984 has happened, so
what?’ He must have not lost anyone from his family.” AGENCIES

STUDENTS FAIL
IN PUNJABI
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Punjabis failing in Pun-

jabi may sound surprising but it’s
not unheard of.This year, 2.98% of
the students who took the Punjab
School Education Board Class 10
exam failed in Punjabi as against
8.23% who failed last year.
With a pass percentage of
97.01% this time, the board saw an
improvement over last year’s
91.77%. Being the “ma boli”
(mother tongue) of the state,
Punjabi is compulsory up to Class
10 but 9,473 of the 3.17 lakh students failed in the subject this
year.
Punjabi is compulsory up to
Class 10 and the official language
of the state. In many schools, the
medium of instruction is Punjabi.
Subject experts say students
don’t take the language seriously.
They cite the case of a large
number of students from migrant
families studying in government
HTC
schools.

Man booked for
raping 16-year-old
in Amritsar
AMRITSAR : Police on Thursday
booked a person for allegedly raping a 16-year-old girl in Budhatheh village in Amritsar district.
The accused was identified as
Manpreet Singh, son of Panna
Singh and a resident of Saisara
village here.
A complaint was lodged
against the accused at Majitha
police station.
In her complaint, the victim’s
mother said, “On April 29, at
around 11:30pm, my daughter
was sleeping when the accused
entered her room. The accused
blackmailed my daughter by saying that he had clicked her vulgar
photographs and will only delete
them if she accompanies him to a
nearby house.”“The accused
dragged my daughter inside a
house and raped her. He threatened her to not reveal the matter
to anyone or he would make the
photographs viral,” the complainant said.
Sub-inspector Chanchal said,
“The victim’s medical examination was conducted and the
report is awaited.”
A case under Sections 376 and
506 of the IPC and Section 4 of the
POCSO Act was registered. HTC

HAD BLACKMAILED THE
VICTIM BY SAYING THAT
HE POSSESS HER
VULGUR PHOTOGRAPHS
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spiceoflife

‘Bribery’ case: Cops Of motherly courage in face of danger
begin probe against
Raina, Randhawa I
Ashendra Kumar

‘CHARGE BASELESS’ MLC denies allegation, state BJP
chief ready to undergo brain mapping and lie-detection test
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: Leh police on Thursday

began investigation against BJP
leaders, including party’s
Jammu and Kashmir unit president Ravinder Raina and MLC
Vikram Randhawa, after registering FIR in connection with
allegations that some journalists
were offered bribes after a BJP
press conference to influence the
parliamentary polls.
The FIR was registered on
Wednesday under sections 171E
(punishment for bribery) and
171F (punishment for undue
influence or personation at an
election) of the RPC after Leh
chief judicial magistrate Tsewang Phuntsog directed the
police to launch a probe into the
matter, a police officer said.
While disposing of an application filed by the police, the CJM
said, “Perusal and consideration
of the material on record reveals
prima facie commission of noncognizable offences, punishable
under Section 171E and 171F of
the RPC, warranting investigation”. “Accordingly, the instant
application is allowed and SHO
Police Station Leh is permitted to
investigate into the matter under
law,” he stated in his order.
Earlier, an inquiry, ordered by
Leh deputy commissioner and
district election officer Anvy Lavasa, had found the allegations to

n

n

Vikram Randhawa

Ravinder Raina

be prima facie true.
“The inquiry concluded that
the allegations of attempt to bribe
journalists at Leh in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ladakh are prima
facie correct. We have asked
police to register a report under
relevant provisions of the law.
Since it is a non-cognizable
offence, they can file an FIR after
a court directive,” Lavasa had
said on Sunday.
Lavasa had ordered the
inquiry on May 3 after the Leh
press club lodged a complaint
that four of its members were
offered bribes soon after a press

conference by state BJP chief
Ravinder Raina on May 2. The
club accused the BJP of violating
the model code of conduct and
sought action against party leaders. Leh press club president
Morup Stanzin said Randhawa
handed over envelopes to four
journalists in the presence of
Raina.
“Our members got suspicious
and opened it. There were some
Rs 500 notes in the envelopes.
When the press club members
tried to return it, the BJP leader
refused to take it. So they put
those envelopes on table,” Stanzin said. However, Randhawa
termed the allegations as baseless and said the BJP would file a
defamation case against Leh journalists if they did not offer a public apology. Raina said he was
ready to undergo brain mapping
and lie detector test. “The BJP
stands for transparency and
accountability. If needed by the
court, EC and the administration,
I am ready to undergo brain mapping and lie detector test. If anyone (from the BJP) is found
guilty, he will be punished under
the law,” Raina said on Thursday.
“We respect the court and are
ready to face the probe. The BJP
has also constituted an internal
inquiry panel, comprising retired
judges, senior advocates and
journalists,” he added. The Leh
police have called Stanzin to
record his statement on Friday.

SHE VALIANTLY THREW
HERSELF INTO THE
WATER TO SAVE HER
FRAIL OFFSPRING, WHO
WAS BOUNCING AND
BUBBLING HAPPILY IN
THE LURKING WATER

n the early ’80s, my father
was stationed at Dehradun
and we eagerly looked forward to spending the school
vacations with him. A visit to
the Sahastradhara falls among
other tourist attractions used
to be the favourite event in the
itinerary.
The falls are a magnificent
beauty of nature. Water dripping from the limestone stalactites forms springs with an
abundant mix of sulphur and is
believed to have medicinal
properties.
At certain places, due to the
continuous incessant flow of
water over the years, the rock
surfaces have smoothened and
formed natural water slides

along which one can easily
slither and plunge into the
water. Man-made water amusement parks of today with their
experience costing a fortune are
hardly a match to such mystical
myriads of nature.
One of these natural water
rides was relatively threatening, precariously ending into a
small pool forming a sort of

plunge bath, little deep at places. This pool was usually frequented by adult tourists
who could swim. Children were
forewarned not to venture too
close to the deep end. The water
at most of the other places was
adequately shallow and safe
for children to play around.
Someone was however, usually
earmarked to keep an eye on
the children while playing in
the water.
My younger brother and I
would spend eternity, playing in
the water, enjoying the slides
the most and would repeatedly
engage ourselves on the safer
ones. On one occasion, my
brother, barely five years old
then, took it upon himself to
experience the thrill of the
longer slide and plunged glee-

fully into a savage serpentine
current, whirling furiously
towards the deeper pool of
water. His antic was not missed
by the watchful eyes of our
mother, sitting close by and she
immediately raised the alarm
for help.
Shocked to see our father and
others who were inside the pool
making no endeavours to rescue him, she valiantly threw
herself into the water to save
her frail offspring, who was
bouncing and bubbling happily
in the lurking water, oblivious
to everything around. Within
seconds she caught hold of my
brother but was surprised to
find herself sitting upright in
water, just about knee deep. My
father, possibly aware of the fact
that there was no danger,

letterstoeditor
WILL THE PM’S
MESSAGE WORK?
The editorial ‘Will the PM’s
message work?’ (May 9) is an
excellent analysis of Narendra
Modi’s message to the voters.
But, another reality is that
about 30% of voters responsible
for building public opinion do
not vote at all and majority of
voters who vote are committed
to a political party, irrespective
of its performance. Around 30%
whose votes decide who will win
are generally ignorant of most
of the issues and are carried
away by last-minute influences.
If we go by the promises made in
2014 and subsequent initiatives
like demonetisation and GST,
Mr Modi should be ousted. Now,
he is not talking about these
issues but has rather built up
the narrative of national security.
Dr Vitull K Gupta, Bathinda

looked on, amused, while she,
embarrassed and blushing
pink, sheepishly pulled herself
out of the water with my brother
safely cuddled in her arms.
The incident is a witty narrative, occasionally recollected
during family gatherings, followed by fervent laughter.
However, one thing evident
to me and my brother that day
was a mother’s apparent valour
and the certain assurance that
she would have thrown herself
in the water with scant regards
whether it was knee deep or
enough to drown an elephant, if
she had found us threatened. All
appears well in the story, except
for the fact perhaps known only
to us that she cannot swim.
n

ashendra2@gmail.com

The writer is a freelance contributor

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
STARING AT BLEAK FUTURE
This refers to the comment page
article ‘The worst is over, but
picking up the pieces won’t be
easy’ (May 8). The catastrophic
cyclone has far-reaching consequences. The Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change has
predicted that India will witness
more of such cyclones. The
reports also suggest that the pattern of sea waves has altered
drastically. The plastic is thrown
into the oceans and polar ice is
melting. Deforestation has taken
the earth by storm as global
warming has shot up. The government needs to devise foolproof plans to prevent any damage in the near future. The relief
works should be immediately
provided to the needy. Hopefully, together the world will
think and Paris accord will be
strengthened.
Jaspreet Singh, Patiala

TURBULENCE IN INDO-US
TRADE RELATIONS
During his recent visit to India,
US commerce secretary Wilbur
Ross shared the Trump administration’s views on the bilateral
trade relations. It’s now evident
that the turbulence in the trade
ties is not on account of India’s
tariff rates on a few items.
The US believes it faces significant non-tariff barriers.
Ties with the US matter greatly
for both strategic and economic
reasons. It’s important to
put the issue in perspective.
India’s tariff regime is in
sync with its obligations
under the World Trade
Organisation (WTO). The US no
longer believes that is enough. It
seeks something in line with
WTO-plus obligations and uses
bilateral measures to achieve
it. This bargaining chip
may come into play after the

general elections.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

MODI, RAHUL SILENT
ON ELECTION REFORMS
In their poll-time interviews,
both Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Congress president
Rahul Gandhi have been silent
on reforms in the Election Commission. Money power and false
promises in manifestoes
are serious malpractices,
blighting the elections. Likewise, the poll-season defections
also work against the spirit of
democracy. There must be
some lock-in period for changing parties before and after the
elections.
Niranjan Walia, Jalandhar

APEX COURT’S
CREDIBILITY AT STAKE
This refers to the news ‘CJI case:
Not part of any conspiracy, says

complainant’ (May 9). The
procedure followed by the
three-judge committee
that looked into the complaint
against Chief Justice of India
and gave him a clean
chit invited criticism from both
legal circles and the common
citizens. It seems that the
inquiry was conducted in a
sloppy manner wherein the
complainant woman was
denied basic rights, such as
assistance by a lawyer for putting in her case before the committee and the video recording
of the proceedings. Since the
whole process lacked transparency, the panel’s verdict undermined the apex court’s credibility. Not putting the report
in public domain will also
erode the people’s faith in the
institution.
Harpreet Sandhu,
Ludhiana

Rahul, Modi to
address rallies
in Himachal today

Kangra Cong nominee Kajal People should vote for party that stands
booked for poll code violation for unity, development of all, says Babbar

SHIMLA : Congress president

HT Correspondent

Rahul Gandhi will address
three rallies, while party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra will hold two road shows
in Himachal Pradesh, a party
leader said on Thursday.
Himachal Pradesh Congress
affairs in-charge Rajni Patil said
that Rahul will address a rally
each in Una on May 10in support
of party’s Hamirpur candidate
Ram Lal Thakur, Solan and
Mandi and Priyanka will be
wooing the voters of Theog and
Sundernagar with her grand
road shows. The dates for
Rahul’s Solan and Mandi rallies
are yet to be finalised. Similarly, the tentative date of Priyanka road shows is May 17.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is already scheduled to
address his maiden election
rally in Mandi on May 10 in supHTC
port of Sharma.

HT Correspondent
n

THE PAMPHLETS AND
CALENDARS,
DISTRIBUTED BY KAJAL,
DID NOT HAVE
A PRINTLINE WHILE THE
NAME OF PUBLISHER
WAS FICTITIOUS IN SOME

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

DHARAMSHALA : Congress candi-

date from Kangra Pawan Kajal
was booked for poll code violation on Wednesday. A case
under Sections 125 and 127-A of
the Representation of People’s
Act was lodged against Kajal.
The issue pertains to distribution of pamphlets and calendars by Kajal in his rallies at
Sulah, Shahpur and Jaisinghpur.
Flying squad teams of election commission (EC), in their
report to the Kangra returning
officer (RO) Sandeep Kumar,
had maintained that the pamphlets and calendars, distributed by Kajal, did not have a
printline (publisher’s information) while the name of publisher was fictitious in some.
The flying squad team had

htclassifieds
EMPLOYMENT
REQUIRED DOCTOR Eye
Specialist MS PHACO Surgeon, ENT,
Skin Specialist, M.S. Ortho for Shri
Vishwakarma Charitable Hospital
Trust, Phagwara timing 9 am to
5 pm (Sunday off) 1st Prefered to
Retd SMO or Experience Holder
only. Contact: 7508208282,
9815022101, 9814886480, mail:
shrivishwakarmahospital@
gmail.com

OUR "COMPANY Dreams Abroad"
a Canadian Education Consultancy
Company. We Require people who
have knowledge in the Field of
Immigration and Educational
Consultancy 7696777775.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I THOKCHOM Chaoba Devi W/o
Haobijam Romenjit Singh Village
Sapam Thoubal Wanging Manipur
have changed my name to Haobijam
Chaoba Devi.

I, SEWA Singh Hargan S/o Darshan
Singh , Dashmesh Nagar Malerkotla
Sangrur, changed my name to Sewa
Singh.

I, KABIR Chandhoke S/o Charanjeet
Singh Chandhoke, H.No. 244, Sector
9 Chandigarh, declare that Kabir
Chandhoke and Kabir Singh
Chandhoke are same person.

I, BABITA Rajput D/o Sh. Rattan
Singh Rajput W/o Sukhbir Chand
Katoch H.No. 206, Sector-35A,
Chandigarh have changed my name
from Babita Rajput to Babita
Katoch.

I, DHARAM Pal s/o Roshan Lal R/o
village Samlah, tehsil Anandpur
Sahib,district Rupnagar have
changed the name of my minor son
Jai Dev to Jai Dev Singh.

I, JASVIR Singh S/o Bhajan Singh
R/o Mohamadgarh (Malerkotla)
declare that my wife Amarjit Kaur's
actual date of birth is 1.1.1974 not
12.5.1974.

I, JASPREET Kaur W/o Pardeep
Singh, Village -Dhumsi, Tehsil-Indri,
District-Karnal, declare Jaspreet my
name and Kaur Surname.

n

Pawan Kajal

maintained that the content in
some pamphlets contained
caste-based messages that was a
violation of the code of conduct.
The RO had sought a legal
opinion on the complaint after
which the permission was
sought from chief electoral officer (CEO) of the state to register
a case under Section 127 of the
Representation of People’s Act.
The SEC had order the regis-

PUBLIC NOTICES
I REKHA W/o JC-699929K Sub Kapil
Dev Village Jhanjrola Khera, P.O.
Sultanpur, Tehsil Farrukh Nagar,
Gurgaon have changed my name
from Rekha to Rekha Sharma Vide
Affidavit no. 945470, Dt.
26.04.2019.

I SUNITA W/o Sh. Yashwant SIngh
Village Karrawog P.O Basantpur
Teshil Sunni District Shimla H.P.
Declare that my Name is Wrongly
entered in my Daughter Jasmine's
School Record but my correct Name
is Sunita Devi. All Concern Please
Note.

I EX Army No-15117510Y Rank-Hav.
Name-Ram Pal,Unit-16,Med.Regt
S/o Sh Amrit Saria R/OThana Sub
Tehsil-NurpurBedi Tehsil-Anandpur
Sahib,Distt-Ropar(Punjab)hereby
declare that my Daughter Name
changed from Sakshi Sharma to
Shakshi and same to be amended in
my service record

I, PRADEEP Kumar Singh S/o Late
Sh. Jai Narayan Singh R/o C-284,
Gama-I, Greater Noida, DisttGautam Budh Nagar (U.P)- 201308,
have changed my name to Pradeep
Singh from Pradeep Kumar
Singh and shall hereafter be
known as Pradeep Singh.

I, JITENDER Gagain S/o Ram Nath
Village-Dhanora Jattan, PO Bakali,
Tehsil-Ladwa, District- Kurukshetra,
declare Jitender my Name and
Gagain Surname.

I, DEEPIKA W/o Anil Singh R/o
476/B-2 Shiv colony Pinjore
(Panchkula) have changed my name
Deepika Rajak to Deepika concerned
note.

BUSINESS OFFER

tration of a case against Kajal on
Monday. However, the case was
registered on Wednesday.
SP Santosh Patial admitted
that the case had been registered at Dharamsala police station against Kajal.
Meanwhile, Kajal said he was
not aware that the pamphlets
were distributed without the
required information, regarding the publisher, as his supporters had got them printed on
their own.

I GURMIT Kaur Sharma W/o Pankaj
Sharma R/o 68-A, St. No. 5, Ashok
Vihar, Rishi Nagar Ludhiana have
changed my name to Gurmit Kaur.

I ROOBAL S/o Ram Paul Nahar R/o
F-2, Bank Enclave, Phase-I, Mithapur
Road, Jalandhar, Punjab declare
that I have changed my name from
Roobal to Roobal Nahar.

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Raj Babbar, former

film star and president of Uttar
Pradesh Congress Committee,
addressed a rally in Sector 4 on
Thursday in support of party
candidate Capt (retd) Ajay
Singh Yadav and said people
should vote for a party that
stands for unity in diversity and
development of all the communities.
Babbar said the Congress has
been working to build the nation
for many decades. “The BJP is
asking for votes in the name of
nationalism, security, attack
against Pakistan and by accusing the Congress party of nonperformance, which has helped
in nation building for the last 50
years,” he said, adding that the
ruling party should talk about
development, growth, employment, infrastructure, improv-

62-year-old man
killed in Barnala
road mishap

O D F S TAT U S

BARNALA : Amar Singh, 62, was

Harsimran Singh Batra

killed and his wife was injured
when the motorcycle they were
riding on was hit by a school bus,
here on Thursday.
SHO Sahib Singh said, “We
have nabbed the bus driver Bhim
Singh (30).
A case was registered against
him under Sections 304 A , 279 and
338 of the IPC.The bus belonged to
YS Public School, Handiaya.
School director Varun Bharti
said, “We have been told that the
victim suddenly turned the
motorcycle to avoid collision
with a passenger bus, but eventually got hit by our bus.
The bus was serviced yesterday and its brake oil was also
changed.” Bharti, however, disputed the name of bus driver as
HTC
Darshan Singh.

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU:Police on Thursday seized
30kg heroin from a hotel in Banihal area of Ramban district in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Acting on reliable information
regarding some suspicious activity near Banihal railway station,
police rushed to the spot and
started searching parked vehicles, adjoining hotels and guest
houses.
During the search at Hotel Chinar, an unattended bag was
found lying in one of the rooms.
The hotel owner said that the bag
belonged to the person who had

n

President of UP Congress Committee Raj Babbar (second from left)
addressed a rally in Gurugram on Thursday in support of party
SOURCED
candidate Capt (retd) Ajay Singh Yadav (third from left).

ing the lives of farmer and the
common man.
He also said asked people to
vote for Yadav as he was an
experienced leader, accessible

and connected to the ground.
Capt (retd) Yadav, meanwhile, assured people that
development that has come to a
standstill during BJP’s regime

would be again taken up once
the Congress comes to power. “
Whatever projects have been
completed in Gurugram were
started by the Congress,” he
said.
The BJP, meanwhile, said
that accusations made by Congress were politically motivated
and meant only for getting
votes.
Sitting MP and BJP’s Gurgaon candidate Rao Inderjit
Singh, who campaigned in Pataudi on Thursday, said that he
has fought with successive governments for the cause of south
Haryana. “It is because of the
work done by BJP governments
that new highways, underpasses and roads have been built in
this area. The Metro and Rapid
Rail projects will also be implemented soon,” said Singh, who
said that Congress should tell
how many canals and roads the
party had built during its rule.

NOISE POLLUTION:
13 urban local bodies in Punjab
42 NOTICES
fail to get Centre’s re-certification ISSUED FOR
n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: Six months after Punjab received open defection-free
(ODF) status for all 167 urban
local bodies (ULB) in the state,
13 ULBs have failed to get re-certification under the survey conducted by Quality Council of
India (QCI) in April.
The ULBs, including nagar
panchayats and municipal
councils, which have failed to
get re-certified under the
QCI survey are Doraha, Bhikhi,
Sangat, Amloh, Budhlada,
Bhawanigarh, Majitha,
Talwandi Sabo, Nabha, Amargarh, Mehatpur, Shahkot and
Bilga.
After missing two deadlines
to go ODF – December 2017 and

30kg heroin seized
in J&K’s Ramban
n

PUBLIC NOTICES

n

booked the room. After searching
the bag, packets with a seal
impression depicting ‘eagle’ and
‘Kudrat Karvaan’ written in
Urdu language, followed by a specific number were found.
A case was registered under
relevant sections of Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act.
During investigation,the hotel
owner was further questioned
regarding the identity of the
accused and relevant record of
the hotel was also examined.
It came to the notice that the
accused had made entry under
a fictitious name and mobile
number.

June 2018 – urban areas of
Punjab had finally achieved
open defecation free status in
October 2018 while the rural
areas were declared ODF earlier.
Punjab had become the
fourth state in the country to
achieve this status. The
announcement of state being
open defection-free was made
with great pomp and show and
chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh shared the
news on Twitter on the eve of
Gandhi Jayanti (October 2) last
year.
The officials in the local bodies department said that after
giving open defection-free status to a ULB, QCI conducts a
survey after every six months to
check the status and re-certifi-

cation is done on the basis of
that survey.
An official of the local bodies
department, seeking anonymity, said that after getting the
open defection-free status for
all ULBs in Punjab, the state
government and the authorities
concerned failed to follow up the
whole project.
Besides, the ULBs also failed
to submit proper documentation with the QCI.
Director, Swachh Bharat
Mission, Punjab, Puran Singh
said he is not yet aware of the list
of the ULBs which failed under
the re-certification survey.
“I think there would be only
few ULBs which might have
failed under re-certification
survey but I cannot comment on
the issue now.”

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab chief

electoral officer (CEO) has
issued 42 notices for noise pollution in the state after enforcement of model code of conduct.
CEO S Karuna Raju said that
a nodal officer was appointed to
ensure compliance of norms of
Noise Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, 2000. The notices were issued for not sticking
to limit of sound decibels and
using public address system
after prescribed time limit.

NODAL OFFICER
APPOINTED TO ENSURE
COMPLIANCE OF NORMS
OF NOISE POLLUTION
RULES, 2000

24X7 LANGAR AT VAISHNO DEVI

n

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board CEO Simrandeep Singh serving food to pilgrims at
Tarakote-on way to the shrine-on Thursday.

HT PHOTO
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School murder: 18-yr-old
will be moved to Karnal

MCPIU announces AAP accuses BJP of handing out Jilted lover stabs
support to Mann, fliers with vulgar attack on Atishi woman, self in
Yamunanagar
Dr Gandhi, Bains

Leena Dhankhar

CHANDIGARH: The Marxist Communist Party of India (United)
on Thursday decided to support
five candidates of the Aam
Aadmi Party, Lok Insaaf Party,
Nawan Punjab Party and the
Left parties.
The candidates are AAP’s
Sangrur candidate Bhagwant
Mann, LIP’s Ludhiana nominee
Simarjeet Singh Bains, Nawan
Punjab Party’s Patiala candidate Dr Dharamvira Gandhi,
CPI (M) candidate from Anandpur Sahib Raghunath Singh and
CPI-ML’s Chandigarh candidate Lashkar Singh.
In a meeting at Doraha, the
Punjab state committee of
MCPIU resolved to work for the
defeat of the Congress and Akali-BJP alliance in the state.
Prem Singh Bhangu, Zora
Singh, Hardev Singh Kheri,
Sukhdev Singh Kilaraipur,
Balkrishan and Ajaib Singh
Bhangu also participated in the
meeting.
HTC
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leena.dhankhar@htlive.com

GURUGRAM : The district court on
Thursday upheld the order
passed by the Juvenile Justice
Board (JJB) on April 11 to transfer the teenager accused of killing
an eight-year-old boy in a private
school in Bhondsi in 2017 from the
observation home in Faridabad
to Place of Safety in Madhuban,
Karnal.
The Place of Safety is a home
for boys aged 18-21 years, who are
accused of heinous crimes. The
boy had turned 18 on April 3, the
court order stated.
Additional sessions judge SK
Sharma dismissed the appeal
filed by the teenager’s father
challenging the order passed by
Manglesh Kumar Chaubey, principal magistrate of JJB, on the
transfer application moved by
the superintendent of the observation home. Sharma pronounced the order on Thursday

PETITION CHALLENGING
THE DECISION WAS
DISMISSED BY THE
DISTRICT COURT ON
THURSDAY AND THE JJB
ORDER WAS UPHELD
and said the teenager will be
shifted from the observation
home as he has turned 18.
The father of the teenager had
challenged the JJB’s order in the
court, which stayed the case on
April 16. The arguments were
heard on Tuesday and the order
pronounced on Thursday.
The teenager has been lodged
at the Faridabad observation
home since November 17, 2018,
when he was apprehended by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).
Sushil Tekriwal, counsel for
the father of the victim boy, said
that the sessions court has rightly

dismissed the appeal and decided
to immediately shift the teenager
to Karnal. “There has already
been a delay in the court proceedings and the trial of the case is yet
to begin. Such hurdles affect
court cases and are harassment
to the deceased’s family, as the
father is running from pillar to
post to get justice but it is getting
delayed due to such petitions,” he
said.
The teenager’s father had submitted an application to the JJB
and the lower court, seeking a
stay on the transfer as the place is
nearly 170 kilometres from Gurugram and it would be difficult to
travel outstation once a week to
meet the teenager.
The CBI had filed an eight-page
reply in a city court on May 4, recommending that the teenager be
shifted.
The court ordered on Thursday that neither the juvenile nor
his parents can ask for special
treatment to the juvenile.

HT Correspondent

Online food delivery man held for robbery
NEW DELHI: A delivery man for an
online food delivery company
and his 62-year-old associate
were arrested for allegedly robbing a 76-year-old woman in west
Delhi’s Rajouri Garden last
month, police said on Thursday.
Police said 34-year-old Kamal
Kant barged into the elderly
woman’s house wearing a helmet, held her at knife point and
robbed her of ₹5.30 lakh and jew-

ellery on April 23.
His associate, Om Prakash,
allegedly stood outside to keep
vigil while Kant robbed the
woman. The woman, Saroop
Kaur, who stays with her son and
grandson, was alone at home on
the day of the incident.
Deputy commissioner of police
(west) Monika Bhardwaj said
that on April 23, the elderly
woman answered her door bell

when a man wearing a helmet
overpowered her. He threatened
to kill her if she raised an alarm.
“While leaving the house, the
man forcibly removed three gold
bangles that she was wearing and
fled. A case was registered on her
complaint,” said the DCP. DCP
Bhardwaj said the investigating
team analysed the footage of the
CCTV cameras installed in the
neighbourhood. One camera

helped the police identify the
motorcycle the suspect used to
make his getaway. A bag belonging to an online food delivery
company was also noticed on the
vehicle, she said. “We contacted
the company and details of 2,700
motorcycles were obtained and
analysed. Our team shortlisted
nine motorcycles and other features matched with the vehicle
seen in the footage,” he said.HTC
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NEWDELHI: The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) on Thursday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its east Delhi candidate
Gautam Gambhir of distributing
pamphlets containing “obscene
and derogatory” remarks on
Atishi, the AAP candidate from
the parliamentary segment.
Gambhir has denied the allegation and said he will quit his candidature if the charges against
him are proven.
The purpoted pamphlet also
had objectionable and derogatory
remarks about deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia.
In a press conference on
Thursday afternoon, a visibly
emotional Atishi broke down
while reading out parts of the
pamphlet which she said was
being distributed with newspapers in areas such as Vivek Vihar
and Krishna Nagar.
Sisodia said the party will not
only file a complaint with the
police but also with the Election
Commission of India.
“If this is the way Gautam
Gambhir fights a political battle
with a woman, I am concerned
about the safety and security of
millions of women in east Delhi, if
he ever becomes an MP from the
constituency,” Atishi said.
Reacting to the allegations,
Gambhir in a series of tweets

n

AAP leader Atishi and BJP leader Gautam Gambhir.

said, “I declare that if it’s proven
that I did it, I will withdraw my
candidature right now. If not, will
you quit politics? I am ashamed to
have a CM like Arvind Kejriwal.”
He tagged both Atishi and the
CM.
East Delhi returning officer K
Mahesh directed Delhi Police to
lodge an FIR and launch an investigation into AAP’s allegations.
Taking suo motu cognisance of
the case, the Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) served a notice
to the deputy commissioner of
police (east) asking the police to
register an FIR in the case.
Calling the act “deeply” disturbing and “sickening”, DCW
chief Swati Maliwal said, “We
have issued a notice to the police
asking them to register an FIR
and arrest the culprits. How will
women participate in politics if
they are treated this way? Why
has no action been taken against
such dirty tricks?”
In its notice issued Thursday,
DCW sought to know if an FIR has

HT PHOTO

been registered in the case as yet.
“If not, then provide the reasons
for the same,” the notice said.
The pamphlets, which Atishi
and Sisodia read out in the press
conference, also accused both
leaders of corruption.
Union minister and senior BJP
leader Vijay Goel said, “The Aam
Aadmi Party and Arvind Kejriwal have shown that they can
stoop to any level for political
gains. In the past, too, they have
levelled baseless allegations on
several leaders. They have tried
to malign Gambhir by levelling
baseless allegations against him.
As Gambhir said, they should
show proof that he or the BJP is
behind this.”
An hour before Gambhir
reacted to the allegation, Delhi’s
chief minister and AAP’s
national convener Arvind Kejriwal tweeted: “Never imagined
Gambhir to stoop so low. How can
women expect safety if people wid
(with) such mentality are voted
in? Atishi, stay strong.”

YAMUNANAGAR : A 25-year-old
man allegedly stabbed his girlfriend 35 times after she turned
down his marriage proposal. He
later also stabbed himself and
was admitted to the hospital,
where he is stated to be out of
danger. The woman, however, is
in a critical condition.
Police say the accused, identified as Raju, 25, of Jagadhri,
allegedly barged into the
woman’s house and locked himself inside her room. He then
stabbed her 35 times before stabbing himself. The family members had to break open the door
to stop him.
Police say the accused had
been in a relationship with the
woman and their families too
had agreed to their marriage.
But ten days ago, the woman
had refused to marry him,
which infuriated him. On
Thursday, they got into an argument over the issue and in a fit of
rage, he stabbed her.
A case was registered against
him under Section 307 (attempt
to murder), 323 (punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt), 324
(voluntarily causing hurt by
dangerous weapons or mean),
342 (punishment for wrongful
confinement), 354 (assault or
criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modesty),
452 (house trespass), and 506 of
HTC
the Indian Penal Code.
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(INR in Lakhs except Earnings per share data)
Extract of Audited Results for the Quarter and Year ended March 31, 2019
Three Months Ended

Particulars

Income from operations

Year Ended

31.03.2019
Audited

31.12.2018
Un-audited

31.03.2018
Audited

31.03.2019
Audited

31.03.2018
Audited
88,010

21,297

22,056

20,221

86,583

Net Profit for the period (before tax and exceptional items)

3,008

3,478

4,431

10,229

22,955

Net Profit for the period before tax (after exceptional items)

3,008

3,478

4,431

10,229

22,955

Net Profit for the period after tax (after exceptional items)

1,649

2,916

4,032

7,190

17,122

Total Comprehensive Income for the period
[comprising Profit for the period after tax and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

1,145

3,047

4,028

6,897

17,146

Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face value - INR 10/- per share)

7,339

7,339

7,339

Other Equity excluding Revaluation Reserves as per the balance sheet
Earnings per share (of INR 10/- each)

(not annualised)

(not annualised)

7,339

7,339

131,668

125,832

(not annualised)

(a) Basic

2.25

3.97

5.49

9.80

23.33

(b) Diluted

2.25

3.97

5.49

9.80

23.33

Notes:
1

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly Financial Results are available on the website of Stock Exchanges i.e. www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com and
on the Company’s website i.e. www.hmvl.in.

2

The above audited financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2019 have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and taken on record by the Board of Directors of the
Company at their respective meetings held on May 09, 2019. The Statutory Auditors have conducted the audit of the Financial Statements and have expressed an unqualified audit opinion.

3

The financial results have been prepared in accordance with the Indian Accounting Standards (‘Ind AS’) specified in the Companies (Indian Accounting Standards) Rules, 2015 (as
amended) under Section 133 of the Companies Act 2013 (the “accounting principles generally accepted in India”).

4

The Board of Directors has recommended a dividend on Equity Shares @ INR 1.20 per Equity Share of face value of INR 10/- of the Company (12%) amounting to INR 881 lakhs (excluding
Dividend Distribution tax), for approval of the Shareholders at their ensuing Annual General Meeting.
For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

New Delhi
May 9, 2019

Shobhana Bhartia
Chairperson
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election2019
‘NarendraModiisobsessedwithmyfamily’
that the institutions of India should
belong to the Tamil people. He says
that the institutions of India are
sacred, but there should be some
Tamil voice in there and other voices
too. That’s not how the RSS and Mr
Narendra Modi view it. They want to
capture India’s institutions. So there
is an ideological fight going on. On
that, there is no compromise.
So we’re not going to compromise
with somebody who wants to destroy
the Constitution or who wants to
destroy the institutional structure of
this country.
We’re not going to compromise
with somebody, who views this country as the personal property of an
organisation. The country doesn’t
belong to the RSS, never has, never
will. Ever. The RSS is just one of millions of voices in this country, and
they are delusional if they think they
are going to capture the voice of this
country.

HTINTERVIEW
RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president
He has said your father Rajiv Gandhi
used warships for his personal holidays.

Sunetra Choudhury
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: Congress president Rahul

Gandhi on Thursday denied that his
father, the late former prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi, had gone for a holiday
on a warship, a day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi alleged that the
latter had used the INS Viraat as a
“personal taxi” for family vacations.
Rahul Gandhi also accused Modi, who
has attacked Rajiv Gandhi for being
“Bhrashtachari No1,” of taking refuge in the past because he had been
“outmaneuvered, outflanked and cut
down, as far as the present and the
future are concerned. Edited
excerpts:

To an observer, it looks like there’s a
change in your style.
I’ve always loved interacting with
crowds. What was earlier perceived
as non-enjoyment was actually introspection. When you introspect, you
seem detached. Even aloof. I would
sometimes introspect while surrounded by people. Now I don’t. Now I
introspect when I’m sitting alone,
never in public.

Did that take a lot of self-training to do?
The last five years have taught me
how not to get affected by negativity,
abuses or even anger directed at me.
So when Mr Modi says something
nasty about me or my family, I have a
good laugh about it! I don’t associate
myself with his anger. I don’t react to
it. The truth is, that anger is his and is
harming only him. It only does damage to me when I grab it and embrace
it. I refuse to do that.

(Telugu Desam Party chief) N Chandrababu Naidu has said that the way the PM
is speaking has never happened in politics before. That in our culture we don’t
disrespect the dead.
Actually, that’s not true. The RSS
{Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh} disrespected Gandhiji many times.
Mahatma Gandhiji was probably the
single best expression of this country’s voice, yet some people worshipped his assassin and even built a
temple to honour him. So it’s not new.
It has happened before.
There is an ideology of hate and
separation in the country and it starts
internally within an individual. But
the truth also is, you can’t hate
another person without hating yourself. The starting point is hating yourself. Once you hate yourself, only
then can you start hating other people. Mr Modi’s problem is that he
hates himself.

›

That is a lie. The truth is, we are fighting a battle for the present and the
future of this country. And Mr Modi
has been outmaneuvered, outflanked
and cut down, as far as the present
and the future are concerned. So
where else can he go, but the past? Mr
Modi can’t answer how he’s going to
give us the 20 million jobs a year he
promised, he can’t answer on what he
did for farmers, can’t answer why he
couldn’t put ₹15 lakh in everyone’s
bank accounts. He can’t answer questions on Rafale. And so, he has only
one place to run to and that is the past.
But, we’ve closed the door to his
future and his present, and we’re
soon going to close the door on his
past as well.
In fact, while Mr Modi has been
stuck in the past, in the Congress
Party, we’ve been talking to the people of India; farmers, youngsters,
labourers, women, and we’ve been
asking them to tell us what they want.
How do you imagine India’s future?
Let’s not talk about the past, but the
future -- what do you want? And
they’ve told us, and we’ve put that in
our manifesto. Mr Modi is trapped,
not by the Congress, but by the voice
of the Indian people. And he can’t
escape that, no matter how far back
into the past he runs.

Do I look afraid? Mr Narendra Modi is
obsessed with my family. I’m not
obsessed with my family. I don’t think
about my father, grandmother or
great-grandfather as much as Mr
Modi does. He thinks that that’s the
place where he’s going to find his
escape. Best of luck to him!

Would you like to clear the record for the
people who have seen the pictures of
those holidays.
I’ve been on the Viraat. I’ve been with
my father on it when he was the PM.
Of course there are pictures. He had
gone for an official visit ... and I
accompanied him.

So it was an official trip?
Absolutely.

So a holiday in Lakshadweep with the
INS Viraat..
Holiday on the INS Viraat? That’s
crazy. Why would anyone holiday on
an aircraft carrier? It’s not a cruise
ship!

But your party is saying the opposite.
They are saying that he loves himself!
Yes, superficially he loves himself.
But if you go beyond the superficial,
you will find that the massive amount
of arrogance he exudes and all that
“me, me, me, me, me,” comes from
fear, and that fear comes from the fact
that he dislikes himself.
The source of all negative emotions
is fear. I will only hate things I fear. I
don’t fear Mr Modi in the least, so I
can’t hate him.

You should check with the Navy. Why
are you asking me? How can I possibly tell you where an aircraft carrier
was anchored 35 years ago and with
what purpose? But again, don’t you
see — this is how Mr Modi creates a
smokescreen to distract from the real
issues that this election should be
fought on. And journalists like you
bite the bait. The truth is, you can
either run a country by looking into

There is an ideology of hate and separation in the country and it starts
internally within an individual. But the truth is, you can’t hate another person
without hating yourself... Once you hate yourself, only then can you start hating
other people. Mr Modi’s problem is that he hates himself.
RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president

SC junks Tej Bahadur’s
plea against EC decision
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Supreme Court on

Thursday dismissed former Border Security Force (BSF) jawan
Tej Bahadur Yadav’s petition
questioning the Election Commission (EC) decision to reject
his nomination papers from Varanasi, from where Prime Minister Narendra Modi has sought
re-election in the ongoing Lok
Sabha polls.
“We do not find any grounds
to entertain the plea,” a bench
led by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi and comprising justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna held.
Yadav had challenged the
returning officer’s decision to
reject his nomination papers and
alleged it was intended to give a
walkover to the Prime Minister.
The EC counsel, senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, opposed
Yadav’s plea and called it premature. He said such a petition
could be filed only after the polls
were over and it was not maintainable. He referred to various
SC verdicts that election petitions cannot be admitted while
the poll process is underway.
Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for Yadav, countered

Once again, let us first respect the
voice of the Indian people. They’re
going to vote, let us respect their
voice. Once they’ve made that clear,
everything else flows from there.
Until then, why disrespect their voice
and try and pre-judge what they’re
going to say?

One of the points that Modi’s supporters
really push is that he is a 24/7 PM, that
he doesn’t take a break or a holiday, that
he’s always there. Unlike any PM, he is
always working. And they compare him
to you..

When he shows pictures of you as a
child, on what looks like a warship, are
you afraid that the people will be swayed
by what he’s saying?

They said you were using it, and that it
was parked there for safety or security,
that is the allegation.

HT Correspondent

So everybody else, Telangana Rashtra
Samithi, Biju Janata Dal, they’re all welcome to come with you?

the argument and said that as
per an earlier verdict a petition
could be filed during the enforcement of the model code of conduct. But he later sought liberty
to file a petition after polling is
over.
At this, the bench said, “We
have done what we could have
done. We find no grounds to
entertain this petition.”
The top court had on Wednesday asked the EC to examine
Yadav’s grievances. His nomination papers, filed as a Samajwadi
Party (SP) candidate, were
rejected on May 1.
The EC official held that
Yadav had failed to furnish a certificate, as mandated under the
Representation of the People
Act, that he had not been “dismissed for corruption or disloyalty to the state”.
Yadav hit the headlines after a
video he posted complaining
about the food served to troops
went viral in 2017.
He was dismissed from the
Border Security Force for
breaching service conditions.
The Samajwadi Party had initially named Shalini Yadav as its
candidate against Modi. Then it
replaced her with the sacked
BSF jawan but was finally forced
to revert to its original choice.

VIRENDRA SINGH GOSAIN/ HT PHOTO

the future or by being in the present.
You can say you have a long-term
vision, or you can be in the present
and focus on what’s happening and
take care of it. Ideally you do a mix of
both. Mr Narendra Modi on the other
hand, runs India while obsessed with
the past. Look at his slogan: Sattar
saal mein kuch nahi hua (nothing has
happened in 70 years) he’s looking
backwards.
The driver is driving the bus looking into the rear view mirror. And
that’s why you get rubbish like
demonetisation and the Gabbar Singh
Tax.
We’re going to focus on the real
issues facing India today. And on our
vision for the future. We will not
allow Mr Modi to escape by dragging
us back into the past.
The truth is Mr Narendra Modi is
scared of the future, he’s always been
terrified of it. It’s because he knows
he lacks the vision to chart the course
for India’s future.

Looking at the future and the journey
you’ve made, you’ve talked about how
things have changed. We’ve seen a lot of
people who are working with you now,
people like (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam chief) MK Stalin say we want Rahul
Gandhi as PM, and even someone who is
very critical of you, someone like Arvind
Kejriwal, he said that today. Does that
make you feel good?
I’m very fond of all these leaders, and
I respect all these leaders. But the
only voice that has a right to decide
that is the voice of the people of India.
No other voice. It is their decision that
I will respect. They will decide who
becomes the PM of India.

So if Congress gets the numbers?
The people of India, through their
actions in these elections, will decide.
Their decision will be clear on May
23rd.

Even Mr Kejriwal?
I’m fond of everybody. My way of
thinking is that Mr Narendra Modi
represents a voice in this country. I
understand that there are certain voices in this country who are angry, and
he represents those voices. Mr Kejriwal too represents a voice just as Mr
Stalin does or Jayalalithaa ji did.
India is the sum total of all these different voices and that is something I
absolutely respect.
My challenge is how does one bring
these voices together and set up a conversation that helps take this country
into the future with as little friction as
possible.

Here’s a question, how to bring all these
voices together? What if some of those
voices, like the Shiv Sena, or RSS supporting forces, if they are needed, would
you bring them…
We’re fighting an ideological battle.

So you don’t want to remove Mr Narendra Modi?
Mr Narendra Modi is an individual.
But he also represents an ideology. As
an individual I love him, like I love
every living being. However, I disagree strongly with his ideology and I
will do whatever it takes to defeat that
ideology.

He says you’re not Indian..
That’s what he would like to imagine!
Look he’s going to run to every corner
to find an escape route. But he’s not
going to find one. But let’s go back to
your previous question: There are
multiple voices, and what India
needs, is the stitching together of
these voices.
However, there is an ideological
war going on. On one side you have
the Congress and its allies who say,
‘leave the institutions alone, let them
be independent’.
For instance, Mr Stalin doesn’t say

Very simple. How do you define
work? Do you define work as coming
in front of a camera and waving? I
don’t define work like that. An essential part of my work is spending time
thinking about, and listening to people’s voices and using those interactions to develop a strategy for the
country. I will bet you, whatever you
want, that as far as thinking about
India is concerned, I’m spending at
least 10 times the amount of time that
Mr Narendra Modi is spending.
One way to test this is to ask Mr
Modi to debate me on corruption, on
jobs, on farmers’ issues and international relations.
I’m not the one running away, Mr
Modi is the one running away. He’s
running away because he doesn’t
have a plan. He doesn’t have the
answers.
On the other hand I spend a lot of
my time thinking about how all the
divergent voices are going to be
brought together into a cohesive
strategy to take this country forward.
You sit down with me, you talk to me
about Jammu & Kashmir (J&K), I will
give you detailed thinking about how
the Congress party is going to tackle
the J&K issue.
Or about jobs or agriculture or
about our economy. How much time
has Mr Narendra Modi spent really
thinking through these issues or
developing a vision for India’s future?

He says that he doesn’t sleep..
Well that’s insane. It’s also a lie. Who
said not sleeping is the measure of
working? He said Barack Obama was
impressed by his work ethic... Mr
Barack Obama was probably having
him on!
The Americans do psychological
profiles of all leaders and they tell you
exactly what you want to hear. And
Mr Narendra Modi bought it hook,
line and sinker.
When you’re working on issues of
national importance, work is talking
to people, listening to people and
thinking about what they said. How
much time has Mr Narendra Modi

POLLDIARY
Akhilesh’s Baba
CM jibe at Yogi
Adityanath
GORAKHPUR:

Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath did not distribute laptops
as the “Baba CM” does not
know how to operate one,
Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav said
Thursday. “If the constitution
didn’t exist, Yogi ji would have
been ringing the bell in some
temple,” he said at a rally in
Siddharth Nagar, adding that
“the BJP promised to distribute laptops, but they have not
fulfilled the promise because
‘Baba CM’ does not know to
operate one.”
Adityanath continues to be
the chief of the Gorakhnath
mutt and temple. Free laptops
for meritorious students was
one of the poll promises of the
BJP in UP.
BJP chief Amit Shah,
who addressed three rallies in
the state on Thursday, said the
more the Opposition leaders
hurled abuses at Modi,
the more the lotus would
bloom.

DEO issues notices on sadhus’
mega show for Digvijaya Singh
BHOPAL: AmidstongoingintensewarbetweenBJPandCon-

gress in LS polls district election officer (DEO), Bhopal
Sudam Khade ordered an inquiry into charges levelled by
BJP against Namdeo Das Tyagi aka Computer Baba and
CongresscandidatefromBhopalDigvijayaSinghthatthey
organised sadhus mega show in state capital Bhopal without any permission to influence voters. Computer Baba is
presentlychairmanof‘MaNarmada,MaKshipra,MaMandaknini River Trust’ appointed by Congress government.
He organised a hath yoga on Tuesday on Saifia College
ground and roadshow in the city along with hundreds of
sadhus. Digvijaya Singh attended both the events.

Two Bengal BJP
men ‘beaten up’

Repolling ordered
in 13 TN booths

BERHAMPORE : Five days after
Bengal Police detained two
BJP workers for chanting Jai
Shri Ram while the vehicle of
CMMamataBanerjeewaspassing by, two men were allegedly
beatenupby TMC workersat a
weddingceremonyonWednesday evening. Rana Swarnakar
and Jay Haldar suddenly
started shouting Jai Shri Ram
at a wedding. Rana said two
TMCmen thrashedthem.TMC
said none of their party members were involved.

CHENNAI:The Election Commission of India Wednesday
announced conducting repolling in 13 polling stations in
Tamil Nadu, where the Lok
Sabha elections were held on
April 18. The repolling in
Dharmapuri, Tiruvallur,
Theni and Erode will be held
on May 19, state Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo.
“ECI has informed about
repoll in 13 polling stations in
Tamil Nadu. It will be conducted on May 19,” he said.

Man shows
black flag to PM
in UP, thrashed
PRAYAGRAJ: Accusing Modi gov-

ernment for increasing unemploymentinthecountry,aman
showed black flags and raised
slogans against him at the
PM’s rally on Thursday.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s speech was in full swing
when the man suddenly displayed a black flag and raised
slogans against the BJP government while demanding
employment for the youths. He
was caught and thrashed by
BJP workers before the police
managed to rescue him. “ I was
thrashed because I raised the
voice for the unemployed
youths in the country”, he said.
SHO Daraganj Vinit Singh
said the man has been identified as Ankit Pradhan of Meja
in trans-Yamuna area and was
sent for medical examination.
During questioning Pradhan
claimed to be a minor aged 17
years and seems suffering
from some mental illness. His
allegiance to any party will
also be probed, SHO added.

spent actually sitting and thinking
about how he’s going to resolve
India’s unemployment crisis?
I know from people who sit in his
office that it is zero. Zero. He actually
hasn’t sat down because he doesn’t
believe in a team. He doesn’t believe
that anybody else can have that conversation with him. So he’s a lone ranger, fighting a lonely battle.

The media was very tough on you.
No, the media was very fair to me.
Look, there is nothing known as
unfair, if you are a political person
fighting a political battle.
The media was very, very nice to
me, but not in the way you think. The
media was very nice to me because
when they took out their aggression
on me, they changed me.
So I have to appreciate that and say
thank you to the media. Right now
you guys are all (going) “very good,
very good” I am looking forward to
the day when you begin attacking me
again. It’s only a matter of time!

Why are we going “very good?” Because
you won the elections last year?
Because there is a life cycle to how
you view me. It changes with time.
I’m not the sort of person who will sit
there and say “the media is so unfair
to me.” I actually think the media is
being fair to me, Mr Narendra Modi is
being fair to me.
Every single person is being fair to
me. And every single person is teaching me something. So, hit me as hard
as you can with everything you have
got, and I will learn from it. So no, I
don’t hate the media or anyone else.

The media only says what they see.
When they do ground reports, and my
colleagues are going everywhere,
they’re saying that in places, (yes there
is a huge job problem, and a big problem
with the economy) but many reporters
are coming back and saying that Mr Narendra Modi is popular, that “unke naam
pe chunav jeet sakte hain” (the party can
win in his name).
Let’s wait till the 23rd[May]. Look till
just two years ago, the media said Mr
Narendra Modi cannot lose an election. You said to me that Mr Modi is
going to win the election in Gujarat,
he barely escaped. You said to me he
will win in Karnataka, in MP, in
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. We
defeated him in all these states. Now
you’re saying he’s popular and can’t
lose in 2019.
Let’s see! This is a myth that has
been constructed, the myth of Mr
Narendra Modi. The political genius
backed by the RSS. Impossible to beat.
Amit Shah whose great strategies win
elections. This is all a myth. We’re
going to destroy it.
In fact we’ve already destroyed it,
which is why the PM is constantly
attacking (me) with such vitriol.
Because he knows that it’s game over
for him and he’s getting desperate.

The best politicians have some regrets.
Is there anything that you regret in your
journey. For instance, tearing up the
ordinance? {In 2013, Gandhi tore up an
ordinance brought by the Manmohan
Singh government with a provision to
protect convicted politicians against disqualification}.
I make mistakes all the time. I’ve got a
list. Everyone makes mistakes, I’m
only human, everyone does.

Tearing up the ordinance?
That was an expression I had. Maybe
it was expressed in a way that was too
aggressive. But see, I would never
learn without regret. I could never
love people without having hate
thrown on me. I wouldn’t know what
it means. So yes, of course every
human being has regrets. I’m sure
you do too.

Priyanka holds road
show on Maneka’s turf
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

SULTANPUR/PRAYAGRAJ: Congress

generalsecretaryPriyankaGandhiVadrahitoutatPrimeMinisterNarendraModiatelectionralliesinUP onThursdayandhelda
road show in Sultanpur, from
where her aunt and Union
women development minister
Maneka Gandhi is contesting.
Ridinginanopen-roofvehicle,
Priyanka Gandhi’s two-hour
road show included party candidate Sanjay Singh and almost
came face-to-face with the cavalcadeofManekaGandhi,whowas
returning after attending a rally
addressed by Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) chief Amit Shah.
Securitypersonnelavertedaconfrontation and diverted Maneka
Gandhi’s cavalcade.
Priyanka Gandhi did not
address themediaor anygathering.The Sultanpur seat, which is
adjacenttotheCongressbastions
of Amethi and Rae Bareli, was
wonbyManeka’ssonVarunGandhi in 2014. Sultanpur will go to
the polls on May 12 . Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi had held a
meeting in the area last month.
Earlier in the day in Pratapgarh, Priyanka Gandhi hit out at

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
describing him as the most cowardly and weak PM she had ever
seen. “The power of politics does
not come from a publicity blitz
andhoggingthelimelightontelevision,” she said. Accusing the
central government of lying on
everything, Priyanka Gandhi
said the BJP had failed to fulfill
the promise of providing 20 million jobs annually and claimed
that 50 million people lost their
livelihood during last five years.
She also said that Modi promised to double farmers’ income,
but failed.
“Farmers are struggling to
even get seeds and fertilisers on
time.ThousandsofworriedfarmersrushedtoDelhibuttheprime
minister did not have even five
minutes to meet them and hear
their problems,” she said.
Reacting to Priyanka’s comments,BJP’sPrayagrajunitpresident Awadhesh Gupta said that
bravery of PM Modi is being
acknowledgedbythewholecountry following the strong reply
givenfollowingthePulwamaterror attack. “These remarks by
Congress general secretary is a
resultofthefrustrationherparty
isfeelingwhilestaringatdefeatin
Lok Sabha polls,” he added.
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NEW DELHI: A day after Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
accused the late Rajiv Gandhi of
misusing INS Viraat as his “personal taxi” during a vacation to
Lakshadweep and hosting foreigners on board in 1987, the
then skipper of the aircraft carrier on Thursday contradicted
the claim stressing that the
former PM embarked the vessel
in his official capacity and there
were no foreign nationals
aboard.
On Thursday, the Congress
addressed three press conferences during the day to challenge
Modi’s allegations, citing statements of three former Navy
Vice Admirals, who claimed
that then prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi was on an official visit to
Lakshadweep when he also
visited INS Viraat, an aircraft
carrier.
Vice Admiral Vinod Pasricha

(retd), who was then the captain
of INS Viraat, said Rajiv Gandhi
boarded the warship in his
capacity as the PM that December, spent two nights on board,
and that no foreigners accompanied him.
At an election rally at Ramlila
grounds here on Wednesday,
Modi claimed the former PM
used the carrier as a personal
taxi during a 10-day holiday and
his in-laws were with him.
Modi said, “The ship was on
duty but was diverted to pick up
the Gandhis. Rajiv Gandhi’s
in-laws were also present.
Should foreigners have been
carried on an Indian warship?
Wasn’t this playing with India’s
security?”Pasricha, who retired
in 2002 as the Western Naval
Command chief, asserted that
none of the allegations were
true. “Had foreigners boarded
the carrier, I would have been
court-martialled long ago. I
don’t know why these things are
being raked up now,” the

76-year-old said.
He said Rajiv Gandhi was
accompanied by his wife Sonia,
son Rahul and a couple of IAS
officers. “We hosted a dinner for
them in the wardroom so that
the crew could meet the PM. The
Gandhis did not have any parties on board. I find this controversy quite amusing,” he added.
A top retired navy officer,
familiar with Gandhi’s stay on
the vessel, endorsed Pasricha’s
version, adding that it was not
uncommon for PMs and their
spouses to board warships in
their official capacity.
“It’s time we stop the politicization of the armed forces,” this
person said on the condition of
anonymity. Pasricha said the
Gandhis embarked the warship
off Trivandrum in Decemberend 1987. He said a few naval divers were sent ashore for safety
during their visit to Bangaram
island as the then PM and his
wife were planning to scuba
dive for half hour.
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Rajiv boarded Viraat as
PM, says ex-ship captain
n
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NOTICE INVITING NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Sr. Tender No. /
No.
date
1.

2.

6000013077/
10.05.2019

6000013071/
10.05.2019

Brief description of
goods/services
General MaintenanceHousekeeping

Gold Conducting Salt

Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD)

Due date & time
for opening of tender

CHANDIGARH COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE
SECTOR-12: CHANDIGARH
ADVERTISEMENT

Rs. 1,20,000/- (Rupees One Lakh
Twenty Thousand only)
Please refer Section I Clause 4 for
exemption of EMD.

Techno - Commercial
Bid - 11.06.2019
at 3.00 pm

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR M.ARCH FOR THE SESSION 2019-20

Rs. 44,000/- (Rupees Forty Four
Thousand only)
Please refer Section I Clause 4 for
exemption of EMD.

14.06.2019
at 3.00 pm

Applications are invited from the candidates who are eligible for the first year of two
year M. Arch course (Full time only) at Chandigarh College of Architecture
Sector-12, Chandigarh

For further details, please visit our website igmmumbai.spmcil.com. efnvoer DevegJeeo nceejer JesyemeeFì
igmmumbai.spmcil.com Hej GHeueyOe nw~ Corrigendum, if any, will be published in our website only.
Sd/- Purchase Ofﬁcer For General Manager

Eligibility Criteria: Bachelor's Degree in Architecture from a recognized university
or equivalent. A Minimum aggregate score of 55% or 5.5 CGPA on 10 point scale
for General candidates and 50% or 5.0 CGPA on 10 point scale for candidates
belonging to SC candidates at the qualifying is essential.
General Instruction: Application form can be downloaded from the College
Website (cca.edu.in). An application fee of Rs. 2500/- should be deposited in the
form of demand draft in favor of ‘Drawing and Disbursing Officer’ Chandigarh
College of Architecture at the time of submission of application for which the last
date is 11.06.2019 by 04:00 PM.
For other details candidates may visit the website cca.edu.in

2621-27

Sd/Principal,
Chandigarh College of Architecture

O/O ADVISER CIVIL AVIATION HARYANA,
30 BAYS BUILDING, 3RD FLOOR,
SECTOR 17- B, CHANDIGARH-160017.
0172-2709174, 0172-2709386
PRESS NOTICE
(Inviting of Bids through E-tender)
Notice No. Aviation/V/2019/
Dated: 09.05.2019
Adviser, Civil Aviation Haryana invites the bids vide tender No. 124258 from the
Public Sector Undertaking Insurance Companies through online for the
comprehensive insurance of State VIP EC-145 helicopter VT-HRY from 19.06.2019
to 18.06.2020. For more details may visit e-procurement website
https://civilaviation.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in and our official website
www.haraviation.gov.in.
The interested bidders can start to submit their Financial & Technical Bid online
on 10.05.2019. The last date for submission the Financial & Technical Bid is
30.05.2019 at 05:00 PM.
Adviser
Civil Aviation Haryana
76303

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE FOR INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR THE ALLOTMENT OF WHOLESALE LICENSE
OF IMFL (L-1) AND COUNTRY LIQUOR (L-13) FOR THE YEAR 2019-2020.
The applications are invited for grant of wholesale license of IMFL in the form of L-1 and wholesale license of Country
Liquor in form of L-13. Both the wholesale license of IMFL, L-1 and Country Liquor L-13, shall be granted to retail licensees
of the district in order of the revenue contributed by them on 09th May, 2019. The revenue contribution to be considered for
L-1 and L-13 shall be the parts of total revenue contribution made by the licensee in a district. The parts of revenue to be
attributed to IMFL and CL shall be computed by dividing total bid amount in proportion for IMFL and CL. The proportion shall
be derived by multiplying quota of IMFL allotted to him with district incidence for the year 2016-17 and quota of CL multiplied
by the district incidence of CL for the year 2016-17. It is also displayed on the official website of the department
www.haryanatax.gov.in.
Now, the applications are invited for L-1/L-13 licenses for the Gurugarm (East) district only mentioned in the table given
below:
Sr.
District
No. of L -1 to be given on the basis of Revenue
No. of L -13 to be given on the basis of
No.
contributed on 09.05.2019
Revenue contributed up to 09.05.2019
1
1
1 Gurugram (East)
The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor (L-13) shall be granted in accordance with the
provisions of Punjab Excise Act, 1914 as applicable to the state of Haryana Rules framed under the Excise Policy for the year
2019-20. The Excise Policy for the year 2019-20 is available on the official website of the department
www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The application shall be submitted in the office of the DETC (Excise) concerned on or before 13th May, 2019. The
applications shall be forwarded by DETC (Excise) along with his comprehensive report recommendation to the Excise and
Taxation Commissioner immediately.
The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor (L-13) shall be granted subject to the provisions of
Punjab Excise Act, 1914, Rules framed thereunder and the Excise Policy for the year 2019-2020.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana.

ǼC ÆÀll Ǻo Âo C À Co Ǻo
AΑĄ l ĂÀlÀ ÄÅΆB oloÃ Á o À Co
ÂÀ Co Àl ǼÅllo BCpĀ 1 Β
Nominations are invited for the INAE-SERB, DST
Abdul Kalam Technology Innovation National Fellowship
for 2019-20. The nominations are invited for Individual
nominee, working in translational research to achieve excellence
in Engineering, Innovation and Technology Development in
public funded institutions only. The Fellowship provides for a
monthly honorarium of Rs 25,000/- besides a Research Grant of
Rs.15.00 lakh and an overhead of Rs.1.00 lakh per annum to the
host institute.
The nominees who had applied earlier during the year 2018-19
are eligible to apply afresh during the current Financial Year
i.e. April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020. Details, guidelines and
application format available at INAE website www.inae.in
The last date for the receipt of nominations for the
first call of 2019-20: August 10, 2019.

F. No. 34-16/2018-DD-III

Government of India

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
Room No. 2, Ground Floor, B-4 Wing
Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, New Delhi

VACANCY NOTICE
Applications are invited for engagement of Special
Consultant/Senior Consultant/Legal Consultant initially
for a period of one year (extendable), purely on contract
basis. Detailed information regarding eligibility criteria and
other terms and conditions may be seen on the website
(www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in). Interested and eligible
candidates may send their applications in the prescribed
proforma by 27th May 2019 to the undersigned.
(Ramanuj Dey)
Under Secretary to the Government of India
davp 38117/11/0002/1920
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SC to take up Ayodhya
land dispute case today
HEARING May take up report of mediation panel to explore possibility of a settlement
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

will on Friday hear the politically sensitive Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid land dispute case and may take up the
report of the mediation panel
tasked with exploring the possibility of an amicable settlement
of the decades-old issue.
The panel was constituted by
the top court on March 8.
A notice posted on the apex
court’s website said that the
constitution bench led by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi would
assemble at 10.30 am to take up
the matter. This will be the first
time that the bench will take up
matter since it referred the dispute to the mediation panel. Friday is the last day before the
court breaks for summer vacation; it is to reopen in July. The
other members of the bench are
justices SA Bobde, DY Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and SA
Nazeer. The court had on March
8 set up a three-member mediation panel and told it to submit
its report within eight weeks.
Justice FM Khalifulah, a retired
Supreme Court judge, is the
chairman of the panel and Art of
Living founder Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar and senior advocate
Sriram Panchu are the other
mediators. Panchu is a trained
mediator. According to the
court order, the mediation took
place at Faizabad.

n

This will be the first time that SC will take up matter since it referred the dispute to the panel.

The top court directed both
sides — Hindu and Muslim organisations — to maintain utmost
confidentiality during the process of mediation, which was to
be held in-camera.
The court is hearing petitions
challenging a 2010 Allahabad
High Court order that trifurcated the 2.77-acre-site between
the Nirmohi Akhara, the Sunni
Central Waqf Board, and Ram
Lalla [the child deity].
The court is also considering
a petition by the Centre, which
wants to release 67.7 acres of
land acquired in 1993 around the
site — except for .303 acres on
which the actual disputed structure stood — to its original own-

ers. The suggestion for mediation in the matter was opposed
by the Uttar Pradesh government and the Hindu parties,
except the Nirmohi Akhara, a
religious denomination that is
one of the main parties to the
civil suit, but was welcomed by
the Muslim side. The court had
for the first time suggested
mediation as a possibility to
resolve the contentious dispute
in a hearing on February 26. The
judges suggested an amicable
resolution while telling the parties that they were seriously
“giving a chance for mediation”
in an attempt to “heal relationships”. “Don’t tell us history.
We have also read history. Do

HT FILE

not tell us what we already
know. We have no control over
what happened in the past...we
have no control over the past.
We can only undo the present,
which is the dispute before us,”
Justice Bodbe had said during a
hearing earlier this week.
Justice Chandrachud, however, aired his doubts over the
binding nature of mediation and
whether it would work in a dispute that has taken the nature of
a representative suit. “It’s no
longer a dispute between just
two parties but a wider dispute
between two communities.
Even if we go through mediation
how would it be binding on all?”
he had wondered.

In Pune hate crime,
Qureshi, Swaraj
may interact during man shot by bride’s
relatives, critical
SCO meeting
HT Correspondent
Press Trust of India
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Foreign

Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and her Indian counterpart Sushma Swaraj are likely to
interact during the upcoming
meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in
Kyrgyzstan later this month, a
top Pakistani official said
Thursday.
“The two foreign ministers
would be present in the meeting
and in all likelihood would interact amongst themselves and
with other leaders,” Foreign
Office spokesman Mohammad
Faisal said. But he hastened to
clarify that “no formal meeting
is, however, envisaged”.
The SCO Ministerial meeting
will take place in Kyrgyzstan on

May 21-22. The economic
and security grouping was
founded at a summit in Shanghai
in 2001 by the presidents of
Russia, China, Kyrgyz Republic,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan. India and Pakistan became its members in
2017.
In September, India called off
a meeting between Swaraj and
Qureshi at the UN citing the
release of postal stamps “glorifying” a Kashmiri militant by Pakistan as one of the reasons.
The Indo-Pak tensions escalated in recent months after a
terror attack in Pulwama by
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed terror group that killed
40 CRPF soldiers on February 14
and a subsequent aerial strike by
India on a JeM training camp in
Balakot on February 26.

n

puneletters@htlive.com

PUNE: A 20-year-old man was bat-

tling for his life in Pune on
Thursday with multiple gunshot
wounds a day after he was allegedly fired upon for marrying a
woman from a different caste
against her family’s wishes a
year back, a police officer said.
Tushar Prakash Pisal was
shot in his stomach, chest, and
neck and his condition was said
to be critical. Pisal belongs to the
Maratha caste, while his
wife, Vidya, 25, is from Shimpi
community that comes under
the Other Backward Class category.
Vidya’s two brothers, a cousin
and their friend, Akash, 22,
Sagar Taware, 24, Raju Taware,
21 and Sagar Palve, fired on Pisal
on Wednesday at Pune’s Chan-

dani Chowk. Barring Akash
Taware, the rest of the accused
were arrested on Thursday.
Police said the assailants
came on motorcycles and
accosted Pisal. They told him
death was certain before firing
on him. Inspector (crime) Ajay
Jogdand of Pune’s Hinjewadi
police station said Vidya’s brothers were furious that their sister
had married outside their caste,
which was unacceptable to their
family.
The attack on Pisal is the third
such case in Maharashtra since
March. In Ahmednagar, a
19-year-old woman’s father and
uncles allegedly set her on fire
along with her husband for their
intercaste marriage. Rukmini
succumbed to burn injuries
while her husband, Mangesh
Ransingh, 24, suffered about 50%
burn injuries on May 1.

Court grants bail
to Jairam Ramesh
in defamation case

Michel wants western food,
permission to visit church

HT Correspondent

Namita Singh

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

n

namita.singh@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on

NEW DELHI:Christian Michel, the

Thursday granted bail to former
Union minister Jairam Ramesh
in the defamation case filed by
Vivek Doval, the son of National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval.
Ramesh appeared before
additional chief metropolitan
magistrate Samar Vishal in
connection with the case filed
against him, the editor and
a reporter of Caravan magazine.
The Congress leader
was granted bail on a personal
bond of ~20,000. Paresh Nath,
the editor in-chief of Caravan
and reporter Kaushal Shroff
were granted bail by the court
on April 25. Ramesh and
the other co-accused pleaded
not guilty before the court.
Vivek Doval, an overseas
citizen of India and a
UK national, moved the court
against Ramesh and the Caravan regarding an article published in the magazine on January 16 linking hedge funds controlled by Vivek Doval and the
government’s November 2016
demonetization. In his complaint, Vivek Doval said the
magazine and Ramesh, who
held a press conference repeating the allegations levelled by
the magazine, had attempted to
“deliberately malign and
defame” him to “settle scores
with his father”.
While claiming trial, Ramesh
said the press conference
was non-defamatory and based
on facts in the public domain.
The matter is listed for
May 27.

alleged middleman in the
scrapped AgustaWestland helicopter deal, on Thursday complained to a court in Delhi about
the quality of food he was getting in Tihar jail, the weight loss
he has suffered and about a
murder suspect who smokes
cannabis being his cell mate.
Michel sought western food in
jail and permission to go to
church. Michel, 58, complained
to the special CBI court that he
was being given only boiled vegetables and has lost 16 kilograms since December 4 when
he was extradited to India from
Dubai. “Western food may be
directed,” Michel’s lawyer, Aljo
K Joseph, told the court. Joseph
insisted it was indeed possible
when judge Arvind Kumar
responded that he will see if it
was so. “They [Tihar jail

SUMMONS
AGAINST
JOHN SYMS
NEW DELHI:A Delhi court

Thursday issued fresh
summons against David
Nigel John Syms, an
alleged middleman and
business partner of
Christian Michel, in the
AgustaWestland case.
Special judge Arvind
Kumar summoned
Syms, named as an
accused in the supplementary charge sheet, to
PTI
appear.

authorities] have bread, cheese,
and onion,” said Joseph.
Michel told the court that the
jail doctor directed the prison
authorities to offer him food

other than dal, roti, and chawal
more than once. The court
sought a response from the jail
authorities and the doctor in
response to Michel’s complaints and requests. It listed
the matter for hearing again on
Friday. Michel also complained
he shared his prison with the
murder accused, who smokes
cannabis. “They have put a gentleman with me, who is accused
of murder. In the confinement
area, we spend our time
together,” said Michel. “He
might be a reformed person,”
the judge said. He added Michel
cannot be put in jail with only
white-collar criminals. “He [the
murder accused] smokes
ganja,’’ Joseph responded.
Michel requested the court to
allow him to go to church and
meet the pastor who comes to
jail every Sunday. “We had
given a letter seeking permission and the jail superintendent
has approved it.

Govt denies suppressing
any info on Rafale deal
Bhadra Sinha
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A day before the

Supreme Court hears the review
petitions in the Rafale case, the
Centre on Thursday said media
reports cannot form the basis for
“perjury proceedings” against it.
In an affidavit filed before the
court opposing the demand to initiate perjury proceedings against
the Centre, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government denied allegations of suppressing information.
With regard to the mismatch
between certain paragraphs of
the December 14 judgment and
the Centre’s submission (in a
sealed cover) in relation to a purported Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) report,
the government said it was
sought to be corrected with the filing of an application the very next
day. The application is still under
consideration, government
pointed out.
In its December judgement,
the Supreme Court rejected pleas
for a court-monitored probe of
the deal for the purchase of 36
Rafale jet fighters made by Dassault Aviation of France, saying it
had no reason to doubt that due
process had been followed. The
petitioners included former

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: The Supreme Court on

Thursday set aside petitions by
families of those who were killed
along with former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991, objecting to the Tamil Nadu government’s decision to release the
seven convicts in the case.
The former PM was assassinated by a suicide bomber in Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu on
May 21, 1991. The explosion

claimed the lives of 16 people and
left many with grievous injuries.
In 2014, the then J Jayalalithaaled government had decided to
release seven convicts in the case.
Even the current assembly
passed a resolution seeking the
release of the seven convicts on
September 9. However, the governor, who is empowered to decide
on such matters, is yet to take a
call on this issue. A bench led by
CJI Ranjan Gogoi dismissed the
petitions saying that the top court
had already heard them.

“The court has already passed
directions to state and central
governments. Tamil Nadu Governor has to decide on this subject,” the apex court said in its
order.
The petitioners, Congress
leaders Americai Narayanan and
Rama Suganthan, had urged the
top court to halt the Tamil Nadu
government’s decision to release
the seven convicts — Murugan,
Santhan, Perarivalan, Nalini,
Rober Payas, Jayakumar, and
Ravichandran.

Union ministers Yashwant Sinha
and Arun Shourie. The court
noted that the pricing question
had already been examined by
the CAG and even made its way to
Parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee. The Centre told the
court its application seeking the
correction had been filed on
December 15. The mismatch, it
said, was neither a substantial
error nor did it affect the main
judgment.
“In any case the mismatch
does not in any manner either
directly or indirectly affect the
main judgment and it is not a substantial error as contended since
the fact of the matter is that there
is no fault found either in the decision making processor in the
matter of pricing as concluded by

the CAG in its report submitted
subsequent to the judgment,”
read the affidavit. The government described as “false, baseless
and an attempt to intimidate government servants from performing their duty” the contention of
the petitioners that its officials
had made false statements while
submitting information on the
decision-making process, offsets
and pricing of the Rafale deal pursuant to the orders passed by the
court.
On the reliance placed by the
petitioners on media reports, the
Centre said a case cannot be
reopened on the basis of incomplete file notings that formed part
of a series of reports in a national
newspaper. “Media reports cannot form the basis for seeking initiation of ‘perjury proceedings’
since it is well settled that Courts
do not take decisions on the basis
of media reports,” read the affidavit. Details of pricing of the jets
were not required to be shared by
it, the Centre asserted. It denied
any “untruth or suppression” in
the notes on the decision-making
process and the offsets. The affidavit reiterated the government’s position that monitoring
of a deal by the Prime Minister’s
Office cannot be construed as
interference or parallel negotiations.

Guj Dalit teen murdered in public
Press Trust of India
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: A 19-year-old Dalit
woman, who was to get married
in two weeks, was stabbed to
death in full public view in Gujarat after she refused to sit on
the alleged murderers motorcycle, police said Thursday.
The incident took place in
Bavla town of Ahmedabad district on Wednesday evening.
The victim, Mittal Jadav, was
stabbed multiple times by the
accused, Ketan Vaghela, when
she refused to go with him on his
motorbike, the police said, quot-

ing from the complaint lodged
by her father Ramesh Jadav.
Vaghela, along with his
accomplices — Shravan and
Dhanraj — was booked on charges of murder and also under
various sections of the the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, said officials.
They said the probe has been
handed over to Deputy Superintendent of Police (SC/ST Cell) P
D Manvar.
A video of the incident surfaced on Thursday.
In the video, shot by a
bystander, a person carrying
knife can be seen running away

from the spot, while the victim is
lying unconscious and surrounded by onlookers.
The incident took place at
around 6.30 pm when Mittal
Jadav and her younger sister
were shopping in a market near
a bus stop, said Manvar.
The woman, whose marriage
was fixed after two weeks, succumbed to her injuries at a hospital in Ahmedabad late
Wednesday night, he said.
The motive behind the murder is not yet clear as the victim’s family members are in a
shock and unable to speak about
the gruesome incident, Manvar
said.

HT Correspondent
n

letters@htlive.com

JAIPUR/ALWAR: The Rajasthan
police have arrested the remaining three accused in the April 26
gang rape of a 19-year-old
woman in Alwar, inspector general of police (Jaipur range) S
Sengathir said on Thursday.
Five men had allegedly raped
the woman in presence of her
husband for two hours, filmed
the crime, and later circulated its
video on social media. Sengathir
identified the three as Chhote Lal
Gurjar, Mahesh Gurjar and
Hansraj Gurjar. He said Mahesh
Gurjar was arrested from Jaipur
district’s Shahpura on Wednesday and Hansraj Gurjar from
Uttar Pradesh’s Mathura on
Thursday. It was immediately
unclear where the third accused
was arrested from.
An unidentified person from
Jaipur was booked on charges of
posting the video of the gang rape
on messaging application WhatsApp. The 19-year-old woman
separately recorded her statement before a magistrate in
Alwar’s Thana Gazi town on
Thursday.
The Rajasthan government
has removed Alwar’s police
superintendent, Rajeev Pachar,
and suspended Thana Gazi
police station in charge, Sardar
Singh, for their alleged negligence in handling the case. Five
other police officers have been
also been transferred.
The Opposition BJP held protest demonstrations at district
headquarters across the state on
Thursday and submitted a memorandum to governor Kalyan
Singh demanding action against
police officers accused of inaction and security for the
woman’s family. In Jaipur, BJP
state president, Madan Lal Saini,
said Rajasthan’s law and order
situation was deteriorating and
women were forced to confine
themselves to their homes. Ruling Congress’s Rajasthan unit
vice president, Archana
Sharma, rejected the BJP’s criticism as baseless.

26 Islamic preachers in TN, Kerala under watch
Neeraj Chauhan
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Central intelligence
and security agencies which have
been tasked to look for possible
Islamic State modules in Kerala
and Tamil Nadu in the wake of the
April 21 suicide bombings in Sri
Lanka have identified over two
dozen radical Islamic preachers
in these two states who are
spreading venom in the name of
religion and their speeches and
motivating young people to join
the jihad or holy war, two top
counterterrorism officials said.
The officials, both of whom
asked not to be named, clarified
that there is no case or terror

BJP likely to fall
short of majority
this time: Gujral
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

On the statement of Subramanian Swamy that Modi will not
be next PM if the party gets 220230 seats, Gujral said: “Whosoever the BJP elects its leader,
will be acceptable to us.”
On whether Punjab Lok
Sabha results will be a verdict on
party president Sukhbir Singh
Badal leadership, Gujral said the
leader is responsible for the victory or loss. “Sukhbir has
always remained at the forefront
for the party. That’s why he is
contesting in these elections,’ he
added.
On trade stand-off with Pakistan (India has imposed a 200%
import duty), Gujral said it was a
short-term measure to punish
Pakistan which is allowing terrorism on its soil. “Pakistan has
to changed its tune and understand that terrorism and talks
can’t go together,” he said.

SC nixes pleas against release of Rajiv case convicts
HT Correspondent

ON THE RELIANCE
PLACED BY THE
PETITIONERS ON MEDIA
REPORTS, THE CENTRE
SAID A CASE CANNOT BE
REOPENED ON THE
BASIS OF INCOMPLETE
FILE NOTINGS THAT
FORMED PART OF A
SERIES OF REPORTS

3 more held for
Alwar gang rape,
protests erupt
across Rajasthan

The convicts have served 28
years in prison and their death
penalty was commuted by the
Supreme Court to life sentence.
Reacting to the judgment,
Americai Narayanan said the
direction of the apex court was
painful. “As an Indian citizen, I
respect the SC’s direction. However, I am unhappy with it. The
Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit should not order the
release of these seven convicts as
it would set a wrong example,”
said Narayanan.

charge against any of these
preachers as of now but that
“they are being watched”.
An Intelligence Bureau officer,
one of the two, said there are 25-26
Islamic preachers who regularly give provocative lectures
on religious fundamentalism,
hand out jihadi literature, belittle
other religions in their speeches
and encourage young Muslims to
propagate the Sharia law.
Some, this person added, go far
enough to support the activities
of global terror outfits like
Al-Qaeda and Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
These preachers, the IB officer
added, operate from different
mosques, Islamic centres and

movie review

offices of different Muslim organizations based across both
states.In some cases, the agencies
zeroed in on the preachers
because some terror suspects
arrested spoke of them. In others,
it was on the basis of videos and
audio speeches analyses in the
past few weeks.
The two officials declined to
divulge the names of the preachers but admitted that there is a list
and that a crackdown in the nearfuture cannot be ruled out.
It is suspected that the man
suspected of being the mastermind behind the Sri Lanka
attacks, Maulvi Zahran Bin
Hashim, was in touch with some
radicals in Kerala and Tamil
Outstanding

Very Good

Nadu and these people planned to
have a separate Islamic confederation in the region, as first
reported by HT.
Indian agencies have previously come across instances
where Islamic State draftees in
India were self radicalized after
listening to speeches of different
radical preachers within the
country and abroad.
The most controversial name,
already charged by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), is
that of Zakir Naik, who fled the
country following a crackdown
and is currently residing in
Malaysia on a permanent residency status even as New Delhi
works on his extradition.
Good

Average

Poor

POKÉMON:
DETECTIVE PIKACHU
Direction: Rob
Letterman

Actors: Ryan
Reynolds (voice),
Justice Smith,
Kathryn Newton, Bill
Nighy

Rating:

n

A film for the Pokémon fan

Fun for the young at heart

T

his is definitely a film
for the Pokémon fan,
but surprisingly, it’s
also a fun ride for
those who’ve never played,
and don’t know what a Pikachu is.
Many things work in
favour of Pokémon Detective
Pikachu, the most significant
being the fun factor — there
are witty one-liners, intelligent humour, a smart script.
The film also has a wellcrafted plot, and a story that
is emotional but never soppy.
In a world where most
humans and Pokémon live in
harmony, the film follows
Tim Goodman (Justice
Smith), who dreamed of
being a Pokémon trainer but
must give up that dream
when his mother dies, to go in
search of a father serving as a
detective in another city.

Along the way he meets
Pikachu, and the two get into
exciting adventures where
they encounter Pokémon
good and bad, and try to solve
the mystery of where his
father is, and why there are
rumours that he’s dead.
The first live-action / ani-

mated film in the Pokémon
franchise ticks all the boxes
for an enjoyable quest tale —
a reluctant hero, a funny but
powerful sidekick, a pretty
and smart female protagonist and a deadly villain.
The last half hour is a bit
chaotic — good guys turns
bad, bad guys turn good and
then some of them turn back
again; Pokémon are popping
up all over the place and it’s a
little hard to keep track of
who’s who.
But Smith carries the film
effectively throughout,
keeping you invested in his
character of a fumbling, confused 21-year-old with a
heart of gold.
All in all, the film’s a fair
fit for young adults and
adults who want to take a
trip down memory lane.
MADHUSREE GHOSH
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DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH,
HIMACHAL PRADESH SHIMALA-9
No.HFW(DME)H(II)S-2/2018-

Dated Shimla-9, the

CORRIGENDUM
1.

2.

Reference to the Notice Inviting Tender vide No.HFW(DME)H(II)S-2/2018published in Amar Ujala on dated 9th March, 2019 and other News Papers
vide which sealed tenders from eligible & qualified bidders (as per terms of
the tender) were invited for providing specialized diagnostic services- CT Scan
on Public Private Partnership (PPP) basis for different colleges in Himachal
Pradesh and further corrigendum issued vide No. HFW(DME)H(II)S-2/2018dated 19-03-2019 and dated 12-04-2019.
The dates mentioned/prescribed on the corrigendum issued vide dated 19-032019 and 12-04-2019 are hereby postponed. The next dates shall be notified
and communicated in due course of time.
Director Medical Education & Research
Block No. 18-B, SDA Complex, Kasumpati, Shimla-9, Himachal Pradesh
Contact Number: 01772620733, Email: directorateme@yahoo.in
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A big let down
for Delhi’s voters The BJP juggernaut is in high gear
RAJDEEP SARDESAI

No party has discussed crucial
civic and governance problems

D

elhi votes on May 12. The city has only seven Lok
Sabha seats, but its status as the national capital
and the fact that it is home to the political, bureaucratic and media establishment means that it has a
disproportionate importance in the political life of

the nation. It is also striking that Delhi
has been a bellwether of India’s voting

ourtake

behaviour. In 2014, when Narendra
Modi swept the elections, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won
all seven seats in the capital; in 2009, when the Congress came to
power nationally, the party won all seven seats; in 2004, it got six
of the seven seats when it replaced the BJP in a shock victory; go
further back and, in 1999, the BJP under AB Vajpayee swept the
city and came to power. The coincidence is striking.
This time around, the battle in Delhi has two key features. The
first is how central Mr Modi is to the scheme of things. He may
have done one rally but make no mistake, conversations in the
city were largely about whether to elect Mr Modi as PM or oust
him. The second feature is its triangular nature. With the Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) unable to strike an alliance, both are out in the field, positioning themselves as the main
competitor to the BJP. Both realise that if the anti-BJP vote fragments, Mr Modi’s seven candidates will gain a decisive edge.

In 2019, it’s clear that the party’s poll prospects
revolve solely around the image of Modi

A

s the 2019 election marathon
enters the final stretch, there is
one question being repeatedly
asked: Will the 2019 verdict
throw up a hung Parliament or
anotherBharatiyaJanataParty
(BJP) majority government like in 2014? In
other words, could a TsuNamo strike twice?
On the face of it, this would seem highly
unlikely. There are, after all, major differences between 2014 and 2019. First, the BJP was
the challenger and could capitalise on the
anti-incumbency against the Manmohan
Singh-ledUnitedProgressiveAlliance2(UPA
2)government.Second,havingsweptseveral
states of northern and western India then,
eventhelossofasingleseatherewouldrepresentadecline. Third,andcrucially, theopposition has been a little bit more adept at striking alliances this time, with the Akhilesh
Yadav (Samajwadi Party)-Mayawati (Bahujan Samaj Party) gathbandhan (alliance) in
UttarPradesh(UP),providingthemoststriking example of a more unified opposition in
India’s most populous state.
Yet,alliancearithmeticcannotbeoblivious
toelectoralchemistry.Thisisakeydifference
between 2014 and now. Then, the BJP would
have probably formed a government even if
Modi was not its prime ministerial choice,
given the extent of public rage against the
UPA2regime.Modigavethepartyafinalpush
with his aggressive campaign.
Butin2019,itisincreasinglyapparentthat
the BJP’s election prospects revolve solely

around an individual. It is this personalitycentriccampaignbuiltaroundthelargerthan
life image of Modi, which is the dominant
theme,aidedbya24x7ever-obligingmedia.A
presidential-style politics has been deliberatelyimposedon a 543-member Lok Sabha to
the point where all other concerns and traditional caste and community alignments are
sought to be subsumed under the constant
refrainof“muscularnationalism”and“mazbootneta”(strongleader).Thiscultisinmany
ways the product of a world in which social
media,WhatsAppmessagesandmainstream
media are treating politics as a reality TV
spectaclein whichthereis onlyone BigBoss.
To give an example, I am sitting at a chai
stallinPhulpurineasternUPwith22-year-old
Ajay Yadav. A graduate, he has been trying,
andfailing,tofindajobforalmostayearnow.
He admits to feeling disillusioned with the
Modigovernment’spromisesonjobcreation
butsayshewillvoteforModi.Why, Iask.“Sir,
unhone toh Pakistan ko sabak sikhaya hai,
(Sir, he has taught Pakistan a lesson) ,” he
says. But how will “teaching Pakistan a lesson” get him a job, I persist. “Woh sab theek
haisir,parpehledeshkasochnahai,(Allthat
is fine, sir... first we have to think about the
country.),” heresponds.Ajayadmitstobeing
part of a WhatsApp group called Hum DeshBhakt from where he claims to get all the
news,includingreportsof500terroristskilled
in Balakot. When I scan the messages on the
group, the anti-Muslim prejudice is obvious.
SwitchtoVinodMandal,anautodriverliv-

While elections should have been an opportunity to discuss

n

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP
chief Amit Shah, Varanasi, April 26

PTI

inginDelhi’sGitaColonyslum.Hecomplains
of irregular water supply and crumbling
infrastructure. An Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
voterin2015,hesayshewillvoteforModithis
time and then shows off a video with the PM
dressedupasanall-conqueringBahubaliand
a catch line: “Modi hai to mumkin hai (With
Modi everything is doable)”. I ask him about
Rahul Gandhi, the Congress and the Nyay
scheme. He stares at me blankly and then
blurts out, “Congress ko 70 saal main bahut
chance diya sir, Modi ji ko aur paanch saal
trykarte hai(TheCongressgotseveralchances in the last 70 years. Let’s try Modi for
another five years).”
Ina900million-pluselectorate,Akshayand
Vinod are just two voices. The perils of makingjudgementsbasedonsmallsamplesizesin

New age terrorists are
better educated and
far more resourceful

the city’s civic and governance issues, it is unfortunate that this
has been mostly absent. To its credit, the AAP government’s
work on education and health is a talking point in the campaign,
with many acknowledging the party’s contribution. But whether
this will translate into enough support for the Lok Sabha polls is
questionable. The AAP is also pushing the demand for the full
statehood of Delhi, but this does not seem to have resonated

To win against them requires a fundamental change in
how we define, understand and respond to terrorism

among voters as a key variable this time around. Sealing concerns the city’s large trader community and there is a degree of
anger, but no party has a roadmap to address it given the legal
complexities involved. Delhi has a range of other critical challen-

RAGHU
RAMAN

ges, among them most important being the air pollution where
the Centre has a key role. By not discussing viable ways to mitigate this public health hazard, all parties have let down citizens.
It is time for Delhi’s voters to make themselves heard this Sunday, elect their representatives, and articulate their aspirations

§

in the polling booth.

US-Iran tensions may
spiral out of control

n

On March 25, Congress president Rahul Gandhi announced the Nyuntam Aay Yojana, which
PTI
promises ~6,000 per month to the poorest 20% of the households

Nyay is an important first
step toward social justice
But better health and education facilities must follow to
effect real change in people’s socio economic status
VANI S.
KULKARNI

Theriskofattemptingaregimechangeis
thatamorehardlinefactionmaycomein

T

RAGHAV
GAIHA

he tensions between Iran and the US have escalated
over the past few days. The US has announced the
deployment of an aircraft carrier strike group and a
bomber task force to the US Central Command region

to send “a clear and unmistakable message” to Tehran. Apparently, this was in response to intelligence showing that Iran was
planning to target American forces in Iraq and other countries
in the region. The fight started with the arrival of Donald Trump
in the White House. Mr Trump had three problems with the 2015
Iran nuclear deal: a) it did not restrict Iran’s ballistic missile programme; b) many of the restrictions had sunset clauses; and c) it
did not put curbs on Iranian sponsorship of terrorist groups. In
May last year, Mr Trump announced the US’s exit from the deal.
While the European signatories are still sticking to the deal, the
reimposition of American sanctions are taking a toll on Iran.
The Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has given an ultimatum of 60 days to the European signatories of the deal to save Iran
from the debilitating impact of the sanctions. Failing that, Tehran would begin walking out of some of the commitments in the
nuclear deal, Mr Rouhani has warned. The US’s gamble is based
on the assumption that its pressure would lead to a regime
change. The risk is that a more hardline regime might come to
power and double down on the nuclear weapons programme.
While North Korea’s acquisition of the bomb has made us realise
that isolated, sanctioned regimes can become nuclear weapons
power, Iran’s journey won’t be easy. Both Israel and the US can
threaten, or even execute, military strikes to damage any nascent weapons programme. Whatever happens, the action will
happen too close to India for comfort.

a country as diverse as India cannot be exaggerated. But they offer a glimpse of a country
where minds are being shaped by a “one
nation,one leader”narrative, whereacrafty
political machine has blurred distinctions
betweenmythandreality,whereincendiary
communal rhetoric coexists with welfare
schemes like the Ujjwala Yojana and the
Ayushman Bharat, where the humdrum of
daily existence is lifted by the well-spun
dream of a new India and a strong leader.
Whether this is enough to win the BJP a
majority in 2019 is uncertain: The party
remains weak south of the Vindhyas (except
in Karnataka); the UP alliance is still intact;
sittingMPsarefacinglocalantagonisms;and
forallthetalkofamassivevoteswinginWest
Bengal and Odisha, regional satraps like the
TrinamoolCongress’sMamataBanerjeeand
theBijuJanataDal’sNaveenPatnaikremain
formidableadversaries.But the drumbeat of
the Modi juggernaut has createda high-decibel echo chamber where the voter is being
pushed into believing that “aayega toh Modi
hi (Modi will surely come)”. Sometimes, the
perceptionofinvincibilityleadstoa seeming
inevitability of the result.
Post-script: Having travelled through
almost 12 states in the past two months, the
onestatewhereIsensedtheleastenthusiastic
“Modi, Modi” chant was Punjab. That a border state should be less concerned about
nationalsecurityandPakistanthantheHindi
heartland is ironical and instructive: As a
businessmaninAmritsar’sfamousGianitea
stall tells me, “We are the ones in the firing
line, so we want peace and border trade, not
war and bombs!”
Rajdeep Sardesai is a senior journalist and author
The views expressed are personal
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battlecryoftheCongressintheelection is the Nyuntam Aay Yojana
(Nyay), which promises ~6,000 per
month to the poorest 20% of the
households.Somehavequestioneditsrationale. Others have questioned its feasibility.
Stillothershavebeenlaudatoryaboutit.Few,
however, rest their case on empirical evidence. A central question that has not been
debated is: What next after Nyay? This is
addressed here.
Nyay’smoralappealstemsfromarranging
socialandeconomic inequalitiesso thatthey
maximise the benefits to the most disadvantaged. This principle of social justice is reformulatedbyAmartyaSenwhoshiftsthefocus
fromequalityofprimarygoods(eg:rights,liberties, wealth and income) to the lives that
peopleareabletoliveandfreedoms thatthey
wouldenjoy.Thesearedesignatedascapabilitiestolive healthyandpurposivelives.Acash
transfer may not enable a disabled person to
movefreely,somebodysufferingfromcancer
mayhaveashortlifeexpectancy,andalonely
widowmaybeunabletoovercomeostracisation and depression.
We use a unique all-India panel survey of
income distributions for 2005 and 2012,
reported in the India Human Development
Survey, 2015,toaddressthecentralquestion.
Three per capita income categories are considered: (i)<20%, (ii) 21-50%, and (iii) above
50%, designated as poorest, moderately better-off and(relatively)affluent,respectively.
All (median) per capita incomes rose more
thanmoderatelyfrom2005to2012:Ofthepoorestby2.9times;ofthemoderatelybetter-offby
1.5 times; and of the more affluent by 1.06
times. So, if the income of the poorest continuestorise,thelumpsumtransfersrequiredto
meet the minimum income threshold under
Nyay are likely to be lower over time.
An important question put to households
was:Wereyoubetteroffduringthelastseven
years (during 2005-12)? Three options were

given: Were you the same? Were you betteroff? Were you worse off? Although these
responses do not capture Sen’snuanced conceptofcapabilities,ouranalysisyieldsuseful
insights.
Amongthepoorest,aboutone-thirdfeltbetter off; among the moderately better-off, a
lowerproportiondidso;and,amongthe(relatively)affluent,amuchlargerproportionwas
better off. So only fractions of these groups
were better off despite higher incomes while
the highest fraction was associated with the
(relatively) affluent. Hence the focus on factors that limit well being.
Thatdisabilitieshampergoodlivesisillustratedbythefactthatthefractionofthebetteroff among those suffering disabilities was
lowerthanamongthosewithoutanydisabilities. Although the all-India pattern differs,
there are several states (eg, Punjab) where
households without any members suffering
from non-communicable diseases (or NCDs
such as cancer) recorded a substantially
higher proportion of being better off than
thoseinwhichmemberssufferedfromNCDs.
An imperative is income/wealth generation through employment and investment.
If the present NDA regime has failed to
deliver them, the roots lie in a confused and
flawed policy stance and design (eg, Make in
India,demonetisation).AlthoughtheAyushmanBharatistoutedasworld’slargesthealth
insurancescheme, official claimsarereplete
with wishful thinking. Moreover, while secondary and tertiary health care are overemphasised, primary health care is neglected.
Old age insurance covers 31 % of the elderly
but the amounts are paltry and delays are
long.Aboveall,arecentUnitedNationsstudy
reported that most elderly respondents
reported dissatisfaction with the existing
social security schemes.
In brief, while Nyay is an important first
steptowardssocialjustice,thepolicychallenges of what next in terms of better health and
education facilities, and expansion of old age
pension and insurance, are daunting.
Vani S Kulkarni teaches Sociology at University of
Pennsylvania, US. Raghav Gaiha is (Hon) Professorial
Research Fellow, Global Development Institute,
University of Manchester, England
The views expressed are personal
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f late, there appears to be a sense
ofbewildermentintheaftermath
ofterroristattacksthattheperpetratorswere“richandeducated”.
One appears incredulous that
socially and economically emancipated
individuals would wilfully embark on suicide missions. This astonishment stems
fromthemyththatterrorismistherecourse
of only the illiterate and poor. Which is
because the phenomenon of terror is often
misunderstood.
Terror is an instrument of war, period.
Denunciations and condemnations do not
change that fact. It is just as abominable as,
say,anuclearbomb,ornapalmandyet,itis
only a tool in the arsenal of a group, organisation or country seeking to dominate
another group, organisation or country.
This instrument has been used by most
countries at some point either directly, or
indirectlybysupportingit,ortojustifytheir
ownactions.TheUnitedStates(US)andthe
erstwhile Soviet Union have slaughtered
hundreds of thousands of individuals
branding them as terrorists and enemies of
the State. When the US napalmed the Viet
CongortheSovietsgassedtheTaliban,they
legitimised itas the fight against terror,not
againstVietnam,orAfghanistan.Similarly,
IndiahadinitiallysupportedTamilseparatistsintheirstruggleagainsttheSriLankan
governmentandthendidapolicyvolte-face
by fighting those very “terrorists”. China
has supportedseparatistgroups in India as
indeed Pakistan continues to do till date.
Despite pontifications to the contrary, terror has always been used as a tool of war by
Stateandnon-Stateactors.Atanindividual
level too, one man’s terrorist is another’s
freedomfighter.NobelLaureateshavebeen
branded asthe enemies ofthe State. Nelson
Mandela, Aung San Suu Kyi, and our own
freedom fighters have been jailed and executed on charges of sedition and terrorism,
at times using the very same penal codes
applying which contemporary terrorists
like Ajmal Kasab have been hanged.
Thepointis,terrorismisbestunderstood
andthereforedealtwith,bytreatingitasan
objective instrument of war rather than
some unspeakable abomination. And war
needssoldiers.Terroristsseethemselvesas

MOTIVATION PER SE IS NOT THE
PREROGATIVE OF THE ILLITERATE
OR POOR. ON THE CONTRARY,
THE CALL TO AVENGE UNJUST
ATROCITIES HAS ALWAYS
ATTRACTED INTELLECTUALS
AND THE WELL-OFF

soldiers to their cause. Starting from the
firstsuicidebomber,IranianMohamedHossain,who was just 13when he flunghimself
and a satchel of explosives under a tank,
blowing up both, to the Easter Bombers in
Lanka,suicidesquadsbelievetheyarefighting a just war. After all, they put their life
where their mouth is. They are akin to elite
troops in every army of the world.
Trainingsoldiersorterroristsisasimilar
process. There is an element of motivation,
which is the “why”, and an element of combatprowess,whichisthe“how”.Terrorism,
especially suicide acts, are by definition
based on volunteers, so susceptible age
groups are targeted. There is a rallying call
aroundpersecution,andforcefulretaliation
is offered as a just solution.
Soldiers from armies across the world
alsoroutinelyvolunteerforhazardousmissions for the honour, glory or sense of duty,
all of which are euphemisms for social
acknowledgement, the same emotions on
whichsuicidebombersareacting.Morality
aside, it needs an extraordinarily level of
motivation to be calm enough to fly a plane
intheknowledgethatitwouldbeexploding
within minutes.
Motivationperseisnottheprerogativeof
the illiterate or poor. On the contrary, the
call to avenge atrocities, has always
attractedintellectualsandthewell-off.Barring an odd exception, every terror movement’s founders have been well-educated
and resourced and most have taken part in
active combat, which is often an essential
rites of passage for senior leadership positions and attracting personal loyalties.
Yes, the poor and the persecuted will
resorttoterrorismiftheirexistenceoridentity is threatened, but those will usually be
movements like the Liberation Tigers of
TamilEelam(LTTE),MaoistsorUnitedLiberation Front of Assam (Ulfa) with sectoral
aspirations. But for groups with global
ambitions, it is necessary to leverage ideological differences that have global appeal
rather than "territorial" disputes. For
instance, the LTTE or the Ulfa would have
been content with carving out a separately
administered region, but an Isis lays claim
to all regions. In macabre but accurate
terms,globalterrorgroupsneedgloballeaders capable of independent operations.
Internationalterrorismismodernising.The
26/11 Mumbai attacks followed a model of
highcalibre,resource-intensiveplanningat
the top and were executed by well-trained
but“dumb”troopsatthefrontlines.Noneof
the 26/11 terrorists could have a shelf-life
beyond their shootout capabilities. They
were meant to be dumb instruments who
carried out orders.
But the new crop of attackers has taken
high intelligence quotientand resources to
the frontline. Not only will they be better
educatedandresourcedintheirorigins,but
also be more sophisticated and resourceful
in their lethality. Winning against them
requires a fundamental change in how we
define, understand and respond to terrorism.
Raghu Raman is former CEO of Natgrid
The views expressed are personal
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‘Oppn has nothing to say as govt delivered’
The world over, countries are becoming
more protectionist and closed. How
does a developing country, which stands
to benefit from globalisation, prevent
itself from falling into a tit-for-tat
protectionist stand off?

HTINTERVIEW
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

I

n the second part of a wide-ranging interview with Shishir
Gupta and R Sukumar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke on
topics from India’s relationship
with China to bread-and-butter issues
such as electricity, roads and water and
the policy initiatives launched by his
government in the past five years.
Edited excerpts:

About the Masood Azhar listing as a global
terrorist by the UN’s 1267 Sanctions
Committee, does it mean we are now in
a good place with China?
We have always said “India First”.
When foreign policy of a government is
clear in what it wants, the results happen as a by-product. Throughout the
last five years, we have reached out and
made new friends, we have strengthened relationships with old friends and
more importantly, we have brought
about a fundamental paradigm shift in
the way we are perceived. We are now
seen and respected as a nation that will
leave no stone unturned to ensure the
safety and security of its citizens.
This is the reason major nations of
the world stood with our decision of
surgical strikes and air strikes. This is
also the reason why the long-pending
listing of Masood Azhar as a global terrorist has happened. But the Azhar
issue isn’t about China. Why do we
keep making it so? It is a global
terrorism issue.

Is there a new and more friendly
India-China dynamic brewing?
India and China are both leading power
centres, with an important say in
today’s geopolitics. It is important for
our nations to work together for the
greater global good. Our history shows
that there was a time when both our
nations controlled a lion’s share of the
world’s GDP. I think both our countries
understand that there is a lot more
common ground between us. Both our
countries realise and accept that we
have disagreements but we are also
conscious of the fact that we will not let
these disagreements become disputes.
There is a great deal of respect that our
countries have for each other and it is
out of this mutual respect that even if
there is a disagreement, we resolve it
through high-level negotiations.

Let’s talk about the basics, which are the
most important. Bijli, sadak, paani (elec-

tricity, roads, water). On bijli and sadak,
your government has done well. On water,
there are huge water shortages in many
parts of the country. There’s drought in
parts of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra. What is the long-term
solution to this?
Good to see that you are acknowledging
bijli and sadak among our big achievements. On a related note, you may have
observed an interesting phenomenon
in this election. Earlier, the pet issues of
any Opposition were bijli, sadak, paani
and mehangai (inflation). Incumbent
governments have been routed on
these issues. Today, the situation is the
exact opposite. The incumbent government has much to talk about on our
track record in these areas whereas the
Opposition is silent. They have nothing
to talk on these issues of national
importance.
Coming to the question of paani, we
have also put in a lot of work on this
front but it is just that the work has not
hit the headlines of newspapers as it
should have.
Our priorities are to ensure adequate
water for farms and clean drinking
water in the cities and villages. For
example, take the micro-irrigation programme. When I say “Per Drop More
Crop”, what I mean is that we must look
to manage water better using micro-irrigation techniques so that our farmers
can produce more crops.

Your manifesto talks of a ministry of
water. This is an interesting idea.
What will this ministry do?
Water scarcity is not merely a national
challenge but also a major global challenge. As a leading member of the
global community, is it not high time
we put our best foot forward and contribute to mitigating this challenge?
In line with our vision of working
towards solutions instead of silos, we
have proposed the setting up of a separate ministry for jal shakti, a one- stop
place to handle all issues relating to
water resources. This includes water
conservation, water access, new techniques, irrigation patterns, crop patterns, desalination in coastal areas and
more such endeavours.
We understand how critical water is
for the future of the country. So, we
want to bring an integrated and focused
approach for its preservation and management. Its management is currently
spread across various departments and

India believes in the tenet of Sarvjan
Hitay, Sarvjan Sukhay. We will protect
our interests in the global trade arena
but we are not trying to needlessly start
conflicts. That’s never been Indian philosophy. Each country acts as per its
own requirements. We believe that an
efficient industry can overcome some
of these barriers. Our Make In India
programme, encouraging manufacturing in India are all steps in the direction
of becoming stronger and competitive.
We want to focus on India’s innumerable strengths.

Which would you consider your
government’s most significant policy
campaigns and why? Swachh Bharat?
Ayushman Bharat? The PMAY?
The farm insurance scheme? Ujjwala?

GETTY IMAGE

ministries. This new Ministry of Water
brings a holistic and all-encompassing
focus.
Take for example, the idea of river
linking that has been spoken of for decades. Atal Ji made a promising start but
we all know what happened after his
government was replaced by the UPA.
This new ministry would take care of
something as ambitious as that and
ensure a solution to the problems of
drinking water and irrigation.
The way cleanliness has become a
mass movement, there is a need for
water management to also become a
mass movement. We owe this to our
country and more importantly, for the
future generations.

Staying on the subject of water, the cleanliness of many of our rivers, including the
Ganga, is a cause of concern. While there
have, no doubt, been efforts to clean the
Ganga, recent studies by the Varanasibased Sankat Mochan Foundation show
that more needs to be done, especially to
curb bacterial pollution, although there
was some improvement in reducing
sewage discharge. What more needs
to be done?
The river is a life-giving force. Its cleanliness and preservation is both a matter
of faith as well as for survival. In the
last 2-3 years, Ganga’s improving
health and biodiversity has made news.
In fact it was your newspaper which

has brought such findings in the public.
The aquatic life is on a revival path.
Many experts have checked the cleanliness and vouched for its improved
state. These are positive signs indicating that the efforts that we have put are
bearing fruit.
People who visited Kumbh this time
were not only pleasantly surprised by
Ganga’s waters but also fascinated with
the flora and fauna growing in and
around the river.
We stopped tonnes of sewage from a
large number of drains, including the
Sismau drain from polluting Ganga.
And it is not a small feat. For a century,
the dirty water was flowing into the
river but there was no action.
You would be happy to know that
over 4,000 villages on the banks of
Ganga have been made Open Defecation Free (ODF) already.
Only recently, at Global Water Summit in London, Namami Gange was
felicitated with the Public Water
Agency of the Year Award, recognising
our work. I am not claiming that Ganga
has been cleaned.
A lot is left to be done! But one thing
is assured that we have right intentions
and we are on the right track.

Let’s talk about economic policies. When
your government came to power, there
was an expectation that you would, over
time, reduce the role of government in

business, make the market more open, do
away with ‘inspector raj’ by reforming tax
policies, and move away from subsidies.
Your farmer payout suggests a move away
from subsidies, maybe even a move to a
Universal Basic Income. Can we expect
this to happen, if only in stages, if you
return to power?
We believe that a country as vast and as
complex as India needs solutions which
are contextual.
We firmly believe that our approach
to social welfare must be a combination
of creating a ladder of opportunity for
our farmers to grow and to provide a
safety net to help mitigate risks so that
they may bounce back from economic
hardship. This is reflected in our 360degree approach where farmer income
support is supplemented by other interventions such as insurance, soil health
etc while we are laser focused on doubling farmer income.
Hence it would be a mistake to look at
any one intervention in isolation.
PM-KISAN is a programme to support
farmers for their input costs of cropping. PM-KISAN ensures cash availability at important points in agriculture
cycle.
Farmers are free to deploy their own
cash as per their requirements. We
believe that our programmes will lead
to higher productivity and new jobs in
the economy, not just in agriculture but
in all other sectors.

Each of these schemes you have
mentioned, have been unique in
their speed and scale.
With Swachh Bharat, a woman’s dignity was made the focal point of social
governance. Over nine crore toilets,
built in five years, ensured that women
were not forced to defecate in open and
the sanitation coverage of India went
up from just 38% in 2014 to 99% in 2019.
With Ujjwala, again, more than
seven crore women, and especially
their children, were freed from the
choking life that they were subjected to
for so long due to cooking with firewood.
Take Ayushman Bharat. The
world’s largest healthcare insurance
programme is transforming the entire
healthcare system in the country. It has
made quality healthcare accessible and
affordable for the poorest.
Same with Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, which is fulfilling the dream of
owning a house for all Indians, irrespective of which class, caste and
region they belong to. PM Fasal Bima
Yojana has brought immense relief to a
farmer’s family who no longer fear
impoverishment due to crop damage.
Each of these initiatives has fundamentally changed people’s lives, in a
way that they have been freed from the
fear and uncertainty that poverty, sickness, and homelessness bring in people’s lives. These fears had tied down
generations of Indians and trapped
them in a cycle of poverty. But that feeling of fear, anxiety and helplessness is
being driven away now. This helplessness is giving way to hope and the anxiety is giving way to aspirations.
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CHINA IS DILIGENTLY BUILDING AN INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF COERCION
THROUGH PREDATORY ECONOMICS TO EXPAND ITS SPHERE OF INFLUENCE.

> PATRICK SHANAHAN, US acting defence secretary

Korea again fires
USimposesnewsanctions N2 missiles,
Trump
onIranoverN-dealthreat says not happy

photooftheday

RAISING STAKES Latest punitive move targets the country’s mining industry
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WASHINGTON: The US announced

n

Devon Erickson, 18, accused of taking part in a deadly school
shooting in Colorado, appears in court. He faces murder and
attempted murder charges.
REUTERS

shortstories
MORE THAN 1,000 GUNS SEIZED FROM
UPSCALE HOME IN LOS ANGELES
WASHINGTON:Authorities on Wednesday seized more than 1,000 guns from
a home located in a posh locality in Los Angeles. Officials from the bureau of
alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives (ATF) along with the Los Angeles
police department executed a search warrant in an investigation of a person
suspected of manufacturing and selling illegal firearms on the border of the
Bel Air and Holmby Hills. ATF spokeswoman Ginger Colbrun said authorities
were anonymously tipped off that someone was “conducting illegal firearms transaction outside the scope of the federal firearm license that the
ANI
individual possesses”.

Death toll climbs to 9 in
attack on Kabul aid group

Trump Jr subpoenaed over
Russia meddling probe

KABUL:Afghan authorities on
Thursday confirmed that at least
nine people lost their lives and 20
others are wounded after the
Taliban attacked a US NGO’s
ANI
building on Wednesday.

WASHINGTON: The US Senate
Intelligence Committee has
subpoenaed Donald Trump Jr, the
President’s eldest son, for additional testimony as part of a
probe into Russian interference in
AGENCIES
the 2016 election.

Chef stopped at US airport
with 40 frozen piranhas
LOS ANGELES: Virgilio Martinez, a
famous South American chef, was
stopped at the Los Angeles
International Airport with 40
AP
frozen piranhas in a bag.

US national pleads guilty to
providing support to LeT
WASHINGTON:Michael Kyle
Sewell, an 18-year-old from Texas,
on Wednesday pleaded guilty to
charges of supporting and
recruiting fighters for Pakistanbased terrorist group Lashkar-eTaiba (LeT), which carried out the
2008 terror attack in Mumbai. PTI

Rare Asiatic black bear
seen in demilitarised zone
SEOUL:A rare Asiatic black bear
has been spotted in the Demilitarised Zone, the South Korean
government has said. It was
captured on video in the eastern
part of the zone.
AGENCIES

China: Court pauses ruling
on death penalty appeal
BEIJING: A court in China adjourned without any decision on
Thursday on Canadian national
Robert Lloyd Schellenberg’s
appeal against the death sentence for smuggling drugs. AFP

new sanctions against Iran targeting its industrial metals sector,thecountry’slargestnon-petroleum export revenue earner,
and warned of further actions
unless Teheran “fundamentally
alters its conduct”.
The new curbs impact Iran’s
iron, steel, aluminium and coppersectors—accountingfor10%
ofitseconomy—andgointoeffect
after 90 days during which countriesandbusinessesareexpected
to wind down ongoing arrangements, or face sanctions.
“It remains the policy of the
United States to deny Iran all
paths to both a nuclear weapon
and intercontinental ballistic
missiles,andtocounterthetotality of Iran’s malign influence in
the Middle East,” US President
Donald Trump said in an executive order.
It“putsothernationsonnotice
that allowing Iranian steel and
other metals into your ports will
no longer be tolerated”, Trump
said on Wednesday.
India, which had to cut its oil
purchases from Iran because of
US sanctions, also exports iron
and steel products to Iran. The
neworder’simpactonthemcould
not be ascertained immediately.
The US treasury, explaining
the action, said it applies to all

n

File photo showing an Iranian woman holding an effigy of US President Donald Trump during a rally
marking the 40th anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, in Tehran.

those engaged in a “significant
transaction for the sale, supply,
or transfer to Iran of significant
goodsorservicesusedinconnection with the iron, steel, aluminium, or copper sectors of Iran”.
Thenewcurbscamejusthours
after Iran issued 60-day ultimatum that it will withdraw from
some of its commitments under
the2015 nucleardealsignedwith
Russia, China, the US and three
EU states (France, Britain and
Germany)iftheEuropeanUnion
didnotdomoretohelpitdealwith
oil and banking sanctions
imposed by the US.

DANNY BAKER

BBC radio presenter sacked after public outrage
over his ‘racist’ tweet on the UK royal baby
He shared a picture of a well-dressed couple
holding hands with a chimpanzee in a suit,
with the caption “royal baby leaves hospital”,
mocking the mixed-race heritage of Archie,
the boy born to Prince Harry and his wife Meghan

1

2
3

The post led to widespread ire. Although Baker initially apologised,
he later defended his tweet, saying the racial implications of his act
“never occurred” to him because his “mind (was) not diseased”
The BBC announced Baker, 61, would be leaving his job as presenter
on Radio 5 Live. Baker, a music writer during the punk era, began his
radio career in 1989 and has also presented popular quiz shows.

EU countries living
far beyond Earth’s
means: Report
Reuters

n
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SINGAPORE:TechnologygiantGooBRUSSELS: The European Union’s
28countriesconsumetheEarth’s
resources much faster than they
canberenewed,andnoneofthem
hassustainableconsumptionpolicies,a reportreleased onThursday said, as EU leaders meet to
discussprioritiesforthenextfive
years.
“All EU countries are living
beyond the means of our planet.
The EU and its citizens are currently using twicemore than the
EU ecosystems can renew,” the
report by the World Wide Fund
(WWF)andGlobalFootprintNetwork said.
The report comes as EU leadersgatherintheRomaniantown
of Sibiu to set the course for the
blocafterBritainleaveslaterthis
year. Climate protection is
among the priorities. But views
onconcreteactiondifferbetween
countries, influenced greatly by
their dominant industries.
“TheEUusesupalmost20%of
theEarth’sbio-capacityalthough
it comprisesonly7%oftheworld
population,” the report said. “In
otherwords,2.8planetswouldbe
needed if everyone consumed at
the rate of the average EU resident.Thisiswellabovetheworld
average which is approximately
1.7 planets.”
Climate protection and sustainable development is also an
important topic in the election
campaignfortheMay23-26EuropeanParliamentelections,which
will influence the leadership of
European institutions and their
programs. The European Commissionhasbeenpushingforthe
EU to become climate neutral by
2050 through reducing carbon
emissions that will otherwise
boost the Earth’s average temperatures with devastating consequences.

landmark decree on Thursday
makingbishopsdirectlyaccountableforsexualabuseorcovering
it up, requiring clerics to report
any cases to Church superiors
andallowinganyonetocomplain
directly to the Vatican if needed.
Tackling sexual abuses that
have battered the Catholic
Church’s reputation has been a
majorchallengeforFrancissince
his 2013 election, with victims
demandingacrackdownonbishopsatthedioceselevelaccusedof
concealing or mismanaging
cases. The papal change in
Church law, covering abuse of
children and adults alike, also
obliges every diocese worldwide
to set up simple, accessible
reporting systems within a year

n

Pope Francis

REUTERS

and spurs local churches to
involve lay experts in investigations.Althoughsuchsystemsare
already in place in some countries including the US, they are
lacking in many others.
Francis’s edict obliges the
world’s one million priests and
nuns to report all suspicion of
sexual abuse by clerics of any
level. Before, it was just a matter
of individual conscience.

Singapore ‘fake news’ law could
hurt innovation, fears Google
Agence France-Presse

glesaidonThursdaySingapore’s
new law against “fake news”
could hurt innovation, a crucial
element in the high-tech sector
which the government is developing as an economic growth
driver.
Theparliament onWednesday
passedlegislationthatgivesministers powers to order social
mediasitessuchasFacebookand
Twitter to put warnings next to
postsauthoritiesdeemtobefalse
and in some cases have them
taken down.
Ifanactionisjudgedtobemalicious and damaging to Singapore’sinterests,companiescould
behit withfinesofup to Sg$1mil-

SIBIU,ROMANIA: European

powers on Thursday
rejected “ultimatums” from
Tehran but vowed to fight to
save the Iran nuclear deal.
Europe has stressed the
importance of the deal - in
which Iran agreed to curb its
nuclear ambitions in return
for sanctions relief - for its
own security, and EU president Jean-Claude Juncker
said it would be on the

TOKYO: In a fresh show of naval

VATICANCITY:PopeFrancisissueda

inthenews

EUROPE REJECTS ‘ULTIMATUM’

Pope changes church India joins drills
law on sexual abuse in South China Sea
Reuters

TECH FIRMS, RIGHTS
ACTIVISTS AND
JOURNALISTS FEEL THE
NEW LAW COULD BE
USED BY THE
GOVERNMENT TO CURB
FREEDOM OF SPEECH.
lion (US$735,000). Individuals
could face jail terms of up to 10
years.
Officialshavesaidthelawdoes
not cover opinion, but will focus
on fighting outright falsehoods
carried on social media that can
fomentdisorderintheethnically
diverse nation.
Ordering “corrections” to be
placed alongside falsehoods will

be the primary response by government officials rather than
fines or jail terms, they said.
“Misinformationisachallenging issue and we are working
hard to address it,” a Google
spokesman said, a day after the
Protection from Online Falsehoodsand Manipulationbillwas
passed. “We remain concerned
thatthislawwillhurtinnovation
and the growth of the digital
information ecosystem.
“How the law is implemented
matters,andwearecommittedto
working with policy makers on
this process.”
Singaporehasbeenexpanding
its high-tech sector and has convinced many of the world’s top
companies to establish their
regionalofficesandkeyfacilities
on the island.

force in the contested South
China Sea, a US-guided missile
destroyer conducted drills with
two Indian naval ships, a JapaneseaircraftcarrierandaPhilippine patrol vessel in the waterway claimed by China, the US
Navy said on Thursday.
Indiadeployedadestroyer,the
INS Kolkata, and a tanker, the
INS Shakti. While similar exerciseshavebeenheldin theSouth
China Sea in the past, the combined display by four countries
represents a fresh challenge to
Beijing as US President Donald
Trump threatens to hike tariffs
on $200 billion worth of Chinese
goods.
Theweek ofjointdrills, which
endedonWednesday,comesafter
two other US warships sailed
nearislandsintheregionclaimed
byChinaonMonday, prompting
aprotestfromBeijing. REUTERS

n

Who’s responsible? The A$50 note with wrong spelling.

security features designed to
deter counterfeiting and with
tactile elements for the visually impaired. It sports a headshot of Edith Cowan, who
served as the first woman

REUTERS

elected to an Australian legislature from 1921 to 1924.
The typo appears in an
excerpt of Cowan’s maiden
speech to Western Australia’s
parliament, which features on

the A$50 note. The quote,
which is repeated over on the
banknote, reads: “It is a great
responsibilty (sic) to be the
only woman here and I want
to emphasise the necessity
which exists for other women
being here.”
An RBA spokeswoman said
the bank “is aware of it and
the spelling will be corrected
at the next print run.” The
bank said in its latest annual
report its note printing subsidiary delivered 227 million
Australian banknotes in
2017/18, including around 184
mn new series A$50 banknotes. The RBA did not
respond to questions on
exactly how many of the new
notes where in circulation
and whether they would be
withdrawn.
REUTERS

Kim Jong Un

AP FILE

international sanctions.
Law enforcement officials
announcedtheseizureofthevessel, detained last month in Indonesia,hoursaftertheNorthfired
missiles. It also follows a Pentagondecisiontosuspendeffortsto
arrangenegotiationsonrecoveringadditionalremains of US servicememberskilledintheNorth
during the Korean War.
The Justice Department said
the ship, the Wise Honest, is one
ofNorthKorea’slargestbulkcarriers and for several years had
beenusedtodeliverRussiancoal
to North Korea. Payments for
maintenance and equipment for
the vessel were made in US dollarsthroughunwittingAmerican
banks, a violation of sanctions
thatbarNorthKoreancitizensor
entitiesfromtheUSfinancialsystem. North Korea sought to conceal the vessel’s purpose by listing in shipping documentation
differentcountriesforitsnationality and the origin of the coal.

Asia Bibi reaches Canada
Anirudh Bhattacharyya
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO/ISLAMABAD: Asia Bibi,
the Pakistani Christian woman
sentenced to death on charges
relating to blasphemy, has been
given asylum in Canada and
taken to an undisclosed location
for her safety.
Bibi arrived in Canada along
with her husband Ashiq Masih,
and joined her daughters who
had already been given shelter
there late last year.
Canadian officials refused to
provide any details of her whereabouts due to concerns about her
safety and also because of a
mutual understanding with
Islamabad not to publicise the
matter due to fear of repercussions in Pakistan.
But Canadian sources pointed
out that Bibi was accompanied
by a security detail for her pro-

tection during her journey from
Pakistan to Canada, though they
did not specify the airport in
Canada where the flight landed.
Peter Bhatti, the elder brother
of Shahbaz Bhatti, the Pakistani
minority affairs minister who
was assassinated in 2011 for supporting Bibi’s cause said: “It’s a
great joy for us as Canadians and
as the Pakistani Christian community and as the family of
Shahbaz Bhatti.”
Bhatti’s group International
Christian Voice had campaigned
for her asylum.
SC SHOOTS DOWN PLEA
AGAINST US DRONES
Pakistan Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a petition to
halt US drone strikes, saying the
government was authorised to
deal with such matters.
Raja Saad Sultan had challenged a verdict by the Peshawar

AFP

Ramaphosa’s ANC
party takes early lead
Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

PRETORIA: South Africa’s ANC

surged into the lead in early officialresultsonThursdaywith55%
of the vote in the first electoral
test of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s bid to revive the ruling
party’s flagging image.
Ramaphosa, 66, took over last
year after the African National
Congress forced then president
Jacob Zuma to resign after nine
years dominated by corruption
allegations and economic problems. With more than two-fifths
of voting districts tallied, the
electoral commission put the
ANC well ahead, with its closest
rival the Democratic Alliance
(DA) trailing with a distant 25%.

High Court that had forwarded
the issue of drone strikes to the
defence ministry.
A three-member apex court
bench upheld the PHC dismissal
with observation that the ministry and the government can
approach the US if necessary to
stop further strikes.
LAHORE SUFI SHRINE
ATTACK TOLL RISES
The death toll rose to 11 on
Thursday in the suicide blast
outside one of Pakistan’s oldest
and most revered Sufi shrines in
Lahore as another policeman
succumbed to his injuries, officials said.
The attack was carried out by
a teenage Taliban suicide
bomber who blew himself up
outside the densely-populated
11th century shrine on Wednesday.
(With inputs from agencies)

PAK RETHINKS
APPOINTMENT
OF INDIA ENVOY

SOUTH AFRICA POLLS

SYDNEY: Millions of A$50 ($35)

n

E Y E O N PA K I S TA N

Russian servicemen march through Red Square during the Victory Day parade in Moscow to
celebrate the 74th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany.

Australia’s central bank takes ‘responsibilty’

n

agenda at Thursday’s EU
summit in Sibiu, Romania.
French President Emmanuel Macron appealed for
calm, saying Europe must
work to convince Iran to
stick with the deal. “We
mustn’t get jumpy,” he said.
EU diplomatic chief Federica Mogherini and France,
Germany and Britain voiced
“great concern” at Iran’s latAFP
est move.

REMEMBERING VICTORY OVER NAZIS

T Y P O O N C U R R E N CY N OT E

banknotes in Australia have
an embarrassing typographical error that was overlooked
by the country’s central bank
before they were printed and
circulated.
The goof first became
known on Thursday when a
listener on radio outlet Triple
M sent the station a magnified
photo of the Reserve Bank of
Australia’s (RBA) new A$50
note highlighting the word
“responsibility” misspelt as
“responsibilty” three times.
The A$50 currency is the
most widely circulated in
Australia and accounts for
nearly half the total value of
other banknotes in use,
according to the RBA. The
note came into circulation on
October 18, 2018 with new

AP

said on Thursday the US was
looking very seriously at North
Korea’slatestmissilelaunchand
that while North Korea wants to
negotiate, he does not think it is
ready to do so.
“We’re looking at it very seriously right now. They were
smallermissiles,theywereshortrange missiles,” Trump told
reporters at the White House.
“Nobody’s happy about it but
we’retakingagoodlookandwe’ll
see.” North Korea fired what
appeared to be two short-range
missiles on Thursday, its second
such test in less than a week and
an apparent protest by leader
Kim Jong Un after Trump
rejected his calls for sanctions
relief at a summit in February.
“Therelationshipcontinues...
I know they want to negotiate,
they’retalkingaboutnegotiating.
But I don’t think they’re ready to
negotiate,” Trump said.
North Korea has effectively
pulled back from engagement
with Washington since the February summit, which fell apart
without agreement on US
demands for the dismantling of
Pyongyang’s nuclear programme and Kim’s demands for
relief from punishing sanctions.
US officials on Thursday said
the Trump administration has
seizedaNorthKoreancargoship
usedtosupplycoalinviolationof

TheEconomicFreedomFighters, founded six years ago by
former ANC youth leader Julius
Malema, was nearing 9%. The
final results are likely to be officially certified on Saturday.
A new projection by the
respectedSouthAfrica’sCouncil
for Scientific and Industrial
ResearchforecasttheANCwould
win with 57% - a five percentage
point drop from the last election
in 2014. The party that wins the
most seats in parliament selects
thecountry’spresident,whowill
be sworn in on May 25.
Ramaphosa has so far faced
resistance to his reform agenda,
especially from Zuma’s allies
who still occupy several highranking positions in the party
and government.

NEWDELHI: The Pakistan government is doing a rethink over the
appointmentofitsnexthighcommissionertoIndia,withtwomore
names – including foreign office
spokesman Mohammad Faisal –
joining the race, people familiar
withthedevelopmentsinIslamabad said.
Career diplomat Moazzam
AhmadKhan,whoservedinNew
Delhi during 2003-06, was tipped
for the post after previous high
commissioner Sohail Mahmood
was appointed the foreign secretary. However,withforeignminister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
reportedly keen to induct Khan
as a special aide in his office, two
more candidates – Mohammad
Faisal and Pakistan’s envoy to
Germany, Jauhar Saleem - were
beingconsideredforthekeypost,
the people cited above said.
Khan had also served as
director general in the foreign
minister’sofficeinQureshi’slast
stint during 2008-11. Khan
belongs to the same region in the
southernpartofPunjabprovince
asQureshiandhasagoodrapport
with the foreign minister, the
peoplesaid.HeservedastheForeign Office spokesperson during
2012-13 and is currently Pakistan’s ambassador to the United
Arab Emirates. In the event of
Khan being retained in Islamabad, Faisal is tipped as the frontrunner in the race, they said.
Both Khan and Faisal have
served as Pakistan’s “agents”
duringthehearingattheInternationalCourtofJusticeofthecase
of Kulbhushan Jadhav, the
Indian sentenced to death by a
Pakistani military court for
alleged involvement in spying.
Pakistan’snextenvoytoIndia
will have the onerous task of
rebuilding bilateral relations
that plunged to an all-time low
after the February 14 suicide
attack in Pulwama.
HTC
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US President Donald
BLOOMBERG
Trump.

US, CHINA SIGNAL
TOUGHER STANDS
AHEAD OF TRADE
NEGOTIATIONS
WASHINGTON: The US and China
have signalled hardening positions as they prepare for highstakes talks in Washington to
avoid an escalation in a year-old
trade war that has cast a long
shadow over financial markets
and the global economy. China’s
top trade envoy, vice-premier Liu
He, is due to land in the US capital
on Thursday afternoon and go
immediately into discussions with
President Donald Trump’s top
negotiator, Robert Lighthizer. US
tariffs on some $200 billion in
Chinese goods are set to increase
to 25% just hours later in a move
that economists and businesses
say risks being the most economically consequential of all of
Trump’s tariff moves so far. The
mood on both sides going into
the talks appears to be hardening
with Lighthizer calling members
of Congress ahead of the discussions to warn that a deal this
week is unlikely, according to
people familiar with the talks.

Reliance Brands buys
British toy-maker Hamleys
NEW DELHI: Reliance Brands Ltd, a
unit of Reliance Industries Ltd,
said on Thursday it will acquire
British toy brand Hamleys for an
undisclosed amount. RIL group
firm and C Banner International
Holdings on Thursday signed a
definitive agreement for Reliance
Brands to acquire 100% shares of
Hamleys Global Holdings Ltd,
Reliance Brands said in a statement. This acquisition will
catapult Reliance Brands to be a
dominant player in the global toy
retail industry, the company said.
Hamleys has 167 stores across 18
countries. In India, Reliance has
the master franchise for Hamleys
and presently operates 88 stores
across 29 cities.

7 DSP MF staff quit amid
probe on dubious deals
MUMBAI: Seven employees of
DSP Investment Managers Pvt.
Ltd (DSPIM), resigned from their
jobs earlier this month following
an inquiry into suspicious transactions, said a spokesperson for the
mutual fund and another person
aware of the matter. The officials
had provided funds from their
personal accounts to an ex-employee, who in turn, traded in the
securities market. “It had come
to our notice that certain employees in the sales function of DSP
Investment Managers were
providing personal loans to two
individuals, including an ex-colleague, which were not reported
to the company,” said the spokesperson in an emailed response.
The firm had initiated a probe into
the misconduct of these officials,
for what was a breach of the
internal code of conduct, but
they resigned before the probe
could be completed.

Apollo Tyres Q4 net profit
declines 66% to ₹84 crore
NEW DELHI: Apollo Tyres on
Thursday reported a 66.41%
plunge in consolidated net profit
at ₹83.99 crore for the fourth
quarter of 2018-19, hit by a ₹100
crore write-off related to Infrastructure Leasing & Financial
Services (IL&FS). The company had
written off ₹100 crore for the
March quarter and a total of ₹200
crore for fiscal 2019 on account of
the IL&FS issue. It had posted a
net profit of ₹250.10 for the fourth
quarter of fiscal 2018. Sales for the
period under review stood at
₹4,176.25 crore. It stood at
₹3,982.43 crore for the same
quarter a year ago, Apollo Tyres
said in a statement. For 2018-19,
the company reported a profit of
₹679.84 crore, down 6.08% from
₹723.88 crore in 2017-18.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

McDonald’ssettleswith
formerpartnerBakshi
STAKE SALE McDonald’s India unit buys out Bakshi’s 50% stake in joint venture
Suneera Tandon
n

Food fight ends

suneera.t@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: Endingasix-year-long

dispute between McDonald’s
Corp. and its estranged India
partnerVikramBakshi,thelocal
unit of the US fast-food chain on
Thursday said it has bought out
Bakshi’s 50% stake in their joint
venture Connaught Plaza Restaurants Ltd (CPRL).
The move marks an end to the
fast-foodchain’sassociationwith
Bakshi, who opened the first
McDonald’s restaurant in the
countryinthemid-1990sandthen
expanded to more than 160 restaurants in north and east India.
McDonald’s India Pvt. Ltd
(MIPL), along with its affiliate
McDonald’s Global Markets Llc,
now wholly owns CPRL, the US
fast-food chain said in a statement on Thursday. CPRL will
now be headed by Robert Hunghanfoo.
McDonald’s India did not disclose the financial details of the
transaction.
Over the next one-two weeks,
McDonald’s India will review its
over 160 outlets in north and east
India,BarrySum,directorofcorporaterelationsforAsiaatMcDonald’s, said in an interview.
Therestaurantswouldremain
shuttered during this period
starting May 9, he added.
“We will see if any remedial
action is necessary at these outlets,” Sum said.
However, the company is still
activelylookingoutforapartner
for its north and east India business.
“McDonald’s...intendstofacilitatefuturegrowthbycontinuing
to actively progress finding the
right development licensee (DL)
for the region. As this process

Bakshi’s association with
McDonald's turned bitter in
2013 after it voted against his
continuation as CPRL managing director.
Dec

moves Company
Law Board (now NCLT)
against his ouster.
ousts
Bakshi as managing
director of CPRL.

Vikram Bakshi

continuesanduntilthecompany
has secured the right DL partner
for the business, CPRL will
remain owned by MIPL and its
affiliate,” said the company.
Sum declined to share details
as to when a new licensee would
be named.
Bakshi’sovertwo-decade-long
association with the fast-food
chain turned bitter in 2013 after
the latter voted against his
appointment as managing
director of CPRL.
“With the transfer of ownershipandmanagementtoday,Mr.
andMrs.Bakshiendtheirassociation with CPRL and McDonald’s. McDonald’s acknowledges the significant work and
contribution of Mr. Bakshi in
establishingMcDonald’srestaurants in North and East India,”
the companysaid ina statement.

Sep

Aug

ends
franchise agreement
with CPRL.

Aug

outlets
in north and east face
closure.

Dec

outlets of
McDonald’s resume
operations.

Jan

May 9
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India buys out
Bakshi’s stake.

Nasrin Sultana and
Neil Borate
n

nasrin.s@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Net inflows into equity

mutual funds plunged 64% in
Apriltothelowestin31monthsas
investors turned risk-averse
becauseofuncertaintyrelatedto
the general election, a spate of
rating downgrades and a rise in
crude oil prices.
In April, net inflows into
equity mutual funds fell to
₹4,229.47crorefrom₹11,756crore
in the preceding month, accordingtodatareleasedbytheAssociation of Mutual Funds in India
(Amfi).
Investors may probably stay
on the sidelines until after the
polls as some surveys have
pointed out that Prime Minister
NarendraModi’sBharatiyaJanataPartymaynotgetanoutright
majority in the national elections. Atthesametime,aspateof
rating downgrades over the past
fortnight has stoked fears of
another liquidity crisis affecting
non-banks.
“Investors have remained on
thesidelines duetoelectionsand
are waiting for its outcome. We
expectequitymutualfundstosee
higher inflow after the big event
isover,”saidRupeshPatel,afund
manager at Tata Asset Management.
Inflows from systematic
investment plans (SIPs), however, remained steady. The total
amountcollectedthroughSIPsin
Aprilwas₹8,238crore,asagainst
₹8,055 crore in March, according
toAmfidata.SIPsallowpeopleto
investafixedamountinamutual
fundschemeperiodicallyatfixed
intervals.
Fundmanagersalsocitedvolatility in stock markets as one of
the reasons for the reduced fund
inflows in April.
“Markets volatility, fewer
working days in April and low
distributors’pushpostreduction
in expense ratio from April 1
have led to the slowdown in

n

The benchmark BSE Sensex closed down 0.61% at 37,558.91
REUTERS
points on Thursday.

FUND MANAGERS ALSO
CITED VOLATILITY IN
STOCK MARKETS AS ONE
OF THE REASONS FOR
THE REDUCED FUND
INFLOWS IN APRIL
inflowintoequitymutualfunds,”
said A Balasubramanian, chief
executiveofficer(CEO)ofAditya
Birla Sun Life AMC Ltd.
The
National
Stock
Exchange’s India VIX index,
which tracks investors’ perceptions of volatility, rose 27% in
April and is up 59% this year.
Elevated levels of the index
indicate that investors are
expecting a major correction at
least over the next month.
Year to date, the benchmark
Sensex has risen 4.13%, while in
April it rose 1%. However, in the
past seven sessions the Sensex
fell 3.86%.
The slowdown in net inflows
into equity mutual funds is
reflectinginthedatafordomestic
institutional investors. They
have been net sellers of Indian
sharesworth₹17,213.46crorethis
yearsofar,selling₹4,219.46crore
inApril,accordingtoBloomberg.
However, foreign institutional
investors are still betting on

India. They are net buyers of
Indian equities worth $9.88 billion in 2019, while buying $1.54
billion in April.
NSVenkatesh,chiefexecutive
of Amfi, expects investors to
return, as corporate earnings
improve, and the general election-related uncertainty and
globalheadwindsrecedeoverthe
next few months.
“Overall nervousness in the
markets owing to credit events,
ratingdowngrades and defaults,
coupled with global trade imbalance and uncertainty over outcomeofgeneralelections,hasled
toinvestorsgettingintowait-andwatch mode,” he added.
Meanwhile, Indian shares
ended lower for a seventh
straight session on Thursday,
dragged by Reliance Industries
Ltd,whileconcernsovertheresolution of a crucial Sino-US trade
talk dampened sentiment.
The benchmark BSE Sensex
closed down 0.61% at 37,558.91.
The broader NSE Nifty ended
0.51% lower at 11,301.8. RIL
slumped to its lowest in over two
months,endingdown3.56%after
MorganStanley’sbearishreport
of the stock, saying global oil
issues, and gas glut would hurt
the conglomerate’s earnings.
Reuters contributed to this
story.

Over the next few weeks, the
companywillworkontransitioning to the new ownership structure and speed up the opening of
these restaurants.
“During the transition, MIPL
(McDonald’s India) will be
focused on two key areas—providing employees with clarity
and confidence in their future at
McDonald’s and leveraging
McDonald’s global system
expertisetofortifyhighoperating
standards for our local customers,” the company said in a statement.
The announcement comes
afterthetwopartieshadonMonday informed the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT)thattheywereworking
on an out-of-court settlement.
As part of the settlement, the
two parties have also agreed to

withdraw all litigation against
eachother,includingacaseinthe
London Court of International
Arbitration.
Allaying concerns of any job
losses in the near future, Sum
said that “there will not be an
immediateorganizationrestructuring as a direct result of this
transition”.
On expansion plans, Sum
added that the company would
work with the new licensee for
the region. Several contenders
areinthefraytopartnerwiththe
fast-food chain after Bakshi’s
exit.Mumbai-basedKHospitality
Group, which manages restaurants and pubs such as Copper
Chimney and Irish House, is in
discussions with McDonald’s to
runitsbusinessinnorthandeast
India, according to a person
familiar with the matter.

TCS overtakes RIL
to become the most
valued Indian firm

HCL Tech posts
14% rise in Q4 net
profit to ₹2,550 cr

Maruti slashes output for third month

Press Trust of India

Ravindra N Sonavane

NEW DELHI: Information technol-

Ltd,thecountry’slargestpassenger vehicle maker, has cut productionforthethirdconsecutive
month in April underscoring
tepid demand for automobiles.
ThemakerofSwiftandBaleno
cars reduced production by 9.6%
to 163,368 vehicles in April,
according to a regulatory filing.
Like most passenger vehicle
makers, sales at the local unit of
Suzuki Motor Corp. have
remainedsubduedsinceSeptember last year due to weak consumer sentiment caused by factors such as a liquidity squeeze
andhigherfuelas wellas vehicle
prices.
InMarch,theNewDelhi-based
company cut production by 21%
to136,201vehicles,followingona

n
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MUMBAI: Shares of Mukesh

Ambani-led Reliance Industries
Ltd (RIL) on Thursday ended
down for the fourth consecutive
session in a weak market,
approaching a 10-week low.
Shares of RIL closed at
₹1,255.15—a level last seen on
March 5, down 3.41% from their
previous close, while India’s
benchmark Sensex index closed
down 0.61% at 37,558.91 points.
Since May 3, RIL has fallen
nearly 11%, losing nearly
₹96,000 crore in market valuation.
Domestic equities were down
for the seventh session, having
declined nearly 3.5% in this
period due to fresh concern
about a trade war between the
US and China.
With this, Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd has overtaken RIL
to become, yet again, India’s
most valued firm with total
market capitalisation of ₹8.14
lakh crore. Reliance Industries’
total market cap stood at ₹7.96
lakh crore.
Investors were cautious on
RIL after Morgan Stanley downgraded the stock to equal weight
with a price target of ₹1,349 a
share.
The brokerage expects earnings growth of the company to
halve in fiscal year 2020. The
brokerage firm said that earnings upside appears limited as

TCS’ MARKET
CAPITALIZATION STOOD
AT ₹8.14 LAKH CRORE ON
THURSDAY, WHILE RIL’S
TOTAL MARKET CAP WAS
₹7.96 LAKH CRORE
the core operation of the company drags.
“We expect RIL’s two-year
earnings upswing to reverse,
yet investors are dismissing
refining headwinds amid
tighter crude markets. A rising
glut in the gas & polyester markets could also slow growth into
2020. Upside appears limited
amid core business drags, with
no material capacity adds”, said
Morgan Stanley in a May 8
report.
“We expect earnings growth
to halve in fiscal year 2020, after
a 17% CAGR (compound annual
growth rate ), Fiscal year
17-FY19. Downside earnings
surprises in the energy business should unfold and attract
increasing investor attention –
a complete reversal in narrative
after the positive triggers that
played out since 2017. While the
potential upside from digital
investments could however
offer structural upside as RIL
rolls out new businesses, the
cyclical headwinds in energy
lead us to downgrade RIL to EW
(equal weight)”, the Morgan
Stanley report said.
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ogy firm HCL Technologies on
Thursdayposteda14.3%increase
in its consolidated net profit to
₹2,550croreforthequarterended
March.
Thecompanyhadregistereda
net profit of ₹2,230 crore in the
year-agoperiodaspertheIndian
Accounting Standards, it said in
a statement.
HCLTechnologiessawitsrevenue growing 21.3% to ₹15,990
croreinthequarterunderreview
from ₹13,178 crore in the January-March 2018 quarter.
The company expects its FY20
revenuestogrowbetween14-16%
on a constant currency basis.
“We once again, for the third
time this year, set a new bookings’ record. These numbers are
an emphatic testimonial of the
brilliant execution ofour chosen
marketstrategyandourabilityto
provide an annual guidance and
deliver to it for three years in a
row,” HCL Technologies presidentandchiefexecutiveofficerC
Vijayakumar said.
Forthefullyear,netprofitwas
higher by 16% to ₹10,120 crore,
while revenue grew 19.4% to
₹60,427 crore from 2017-18.
In 2018-19, HCL Technologies
delivered revenue growth at
11.8%year-on-yearonaconstant
currency basis, exceeding the
upperendofitsguidedrange,the
statement said. HCL had given a
revenue growth guidance of
9.5-11.5% in constant currency
basis for 2018-19.

India adds 40 mn new internet users each year
Vidhi Choudhary
vidhi.c@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: India is adding 40
million new Internet users on
an average every year, among
the fastest in the world, led by
the rise of the non- English
speaking Internet user,
according to the latest report
by Google published on Thursday.
“The online space in India
has never been this vibrant.
Indian internet users are fast
adopting (Google’s) search
tool and finding comfort in
regional languages. With
growing connectivity, the rise
in searches from non-metro
cities across categories is
faster than that of the metros,”

reinstates Bakshi
as managing
director of CPRL.

invokes
arbitration over the
dispute with Bakshi.

GOOGLE REPORT

n
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Net MF equity inflows fall
to their lowest in 31 months

n

India is the second largest
internet user market after
China.
BLOOMBERG

according to the report titled—
Year in Search – India:
Insights for Brands.
This is due to the rise of the
non-English speaking internet user. Google’s latest report

said that nine out of 10 new
internet users in India are
likely to be Indian language
users.
“The internet has become
the bridge to Bharat’s aspirations. Consumers in non-metros are searching for products
related to international travel
destinations, beauty, and life
insurance more frequently
than their counterparts in the
metros . They are no longer
restricted by the lack of information or access to technology,” the report stated.
At 400 million active internet users, India is the second
largest internet user market
after China. Online video
audience in India is expected
to grow to 500 million users by

2020. “There is growing interest in audio-visual content
across verticals, as watch time
on mobile phones rises rapidly. About one-third of all
searches for online video are
entertainment related,” as per
the report. Over 36 minutes
per day per user is the average
video entertainment content
watch time on smartphones.
India has 350 million smartphone users.
Online video is also reshaping the way consumers gather
information and make purchase decisions. “It is playing
a big role in the car-buying
path to purchase, with 80% of
car buyers using it as a
research destination,” the
report said.

Malyaban Ghosh
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NEW DELHI: Maruti Suzuki India

THE MAKER OF SWIFT
AND BALENO CARS
REDUCED PRODUCTION
BY 9.6% TO 163,368
VEHICLES IN APRIL,
ACCORDING TO A FILING
8.3% reduction in February to
148,959 vehicles. Maruti’s top
management has guided for a
sales growth of 4-8% in this fiscal
year.
Bharat Gianani, an analyst at
ShareKhan, said the third
straightmonthofproductioncut
by Maruti is a reflection that the
passenger vehicle market iscontinuingtoremainunderpressure
with industry volumes falling
15%inApril2019duetoweakconsumer sentiment on account of
slowing economic growth,

increaseinownershipcostdueto
regulatory insurance and safety
features and uncertainty before
the general elections.
Maruti first cut production in
Februaryasdealersweresaddled
with inventory ranging from
45-60 days after Diwali last year
when car sales lagged expectations. In FY19, Maruti’s vehicle
sales grew 6.1% to about 1.75 million units to the lowest in five
years. Data issued by the Siam
showed that total domestic passenger vehicle sales rose a meagre 2.7% in FY19 to nearly 3.38
million vehicles. Indicating the
lack of recovery in urban and
rural demand before the
announcement of election
results, Maruti reported a 19%
dropinwholesales,orfactorydispatches, to 133,704 vehicles in
April, while second-largest,
HyundaiMotorIndiaLtd,posted

a 10% decline. The third-largest
passengervehiclemaker,Mahindra and Mahindra, posted a 9%
drop in wholesales in April.
According to the FADA, retail
sales of passenger vehicles, an
indicator of urban demand, fell
2% from the year earlier in April
to 242,457 vehicles, while overall
vehicle sales fell 8% during the
month. “Every time before the
general elections, vehicle sales
across segments slow down and
subsequently the market recovers but we cannot expect a quick
recovery. This happened in both
2009 and in 2014. The stock market is growing and the Indian
economyisalsoexpectedtogrow.
So, the automobile industry cannot remain behind if economy
keeps growing,” R.C. Bhargava,
chairman of Maruti, said at the
company’s March quarter earnings press conference.

SoftBank’s VC unit looks at
India-focused investments

TV9 CEO BOOKED
ON CHARGES OF
FORGERY

Varsha Bansal

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
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BENGALURU: Telecom and media

HYDERABAD:Thecybercrimepolice

conglomerate SoftBank’s venture capital arm, which had
recently launched a $500-million
fund, is scouting for early-stage
investments in Asia, with India
as a major focus, two people
familiar with the matter said.
The South Korea-based SoftBank Ventures Asia will look to
sign cheques worth $10-20 million in the consumer internet
space, with a special interest in
healthcare, fintech and artificial
intelligence, said the first of the
two persons cited above. Both of
whom spoke under condition of
anonymity.
SoftBank typically makes
large late-stage investments in
startups. It had pumped in $2.5
billion into e-commerce platform Flipkart through its Vision
Fund. However, with SoftBank
Ventures Asia, the focus is on
early-stage investments, including Series B and beyond,which is
a clear departure from SoftBank’s strategy.
“The fund was launched to
make investments in early-stage
deals,” said the second person
cited above.
“This is how SoftBank’s ecosystem works—they have the
Vision Fund for large investments and then they have some
other funds focused on earlystage investments.” To be sure,
while India is a focus area, the
fund hasn’t finalized any deal
yet. It is also not clear whether it

on Thursday registered a case
againstVRaviPrakash, founder
and CEO of a popular television
channel, TV9, on the charges of
forgery, cheating and criminal
conspiracy.
A police officer said the case
waslodgedfollowingacomplaint
from P Kaushik Rao, director of
Alanda Media and EntertainmentsPvtLtd, allegingthatRavi
Prakashhadforgedcertaindocuments to stall the induction of
three new directors into the
board of the new management.
Alanda Media had taken over
the management of the TV channel from Associated Broadcasting Company Limited last year.
“A criminal case was registered in Cybercrime police station under sections 406, 420, 467,
469, 471, 120 (B) of Indian Penal
Codeandsections66&72ofInformation Technology Act,” the
police officer said. The police
claimed they had registered
another case on April 30 against
RaviPrakashandafewothersfor
allegedly committing forgery of
documents.WhileAlandaMedia
did not respond to calls and messages from HT, Ravi Prakash
appeared on a TV channel in the
evening and denied the allegationsagainsthim.Hesaidthatthe
issuepertainingtothetransferof
management was pending with
before the National Company
Law Tribunal and that it would
come up for hearing on May 16.

n

Masayoshi Son.

will hire anyone to pursue its
investments in India.
A SoftBank spokesperson
confirmed the launch of the
fund, but declined to comment
on the “scope or mandate of any
particular venture to protect
business confidentiality”.
Though early-stage deals
come with risks, several benefits
are coupled with it. Investors
Mint spoke with said that large
funds are realising the upside to
investing in early-stage companies, instead of pumping in large
sums in 1-2 late-stage deals.
“It allows them to get a close
view of how the sector is emerging,” said Rutvik Doshi, managing director of early-stage VC
firm Inventus Capital India.
“Apart from getting acloser view
of the sector, the early investor
also gets preferential access to

BLOOMBERG FILE

invest more money at a later
stage and at a favourable valuation, which is why some of the
large funds are trying to do this.”
SoftBank is transitioning
from a telecom behemoth to a
tech investing giant. And,
besides SoftBank Ventures Asia,
the group has a few other funds
looking at early-stage investments. For instance, RPS Ventures, which counts SoftBank
Group Corp. as an anchor limited partner, has invested in
social commerce platform
Meesho.
While SoftBank’s interest in
the Indian ecosystem to make
early-stage investments is a positive signal, VCs Mint spoke with
said it may not necessarily translate into SoftBank’s Vision Fund
backing these investments at a
later stage.
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Amit Mishra.
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MISHRA’S UNIQUE
DISMISSAL ONLY
2ND IN IPL
VISAKHAPATNAM: Spinner Amit
Mishra has become only the
second cricketer in the history of
IPL to be declared out for obstructing the field after he
blocked Khaleel Ahmed’s stump
view towards the end of the
Eliminator between Delhi Capitals
and Sunrisers Hyderabad. Mishra
was adjudged out for obstructing
the field in the final over of the
innings with Delhi needing two
runs off three balls. He appeared
to change the direction while
running for a quick single and
pacer Ahmed picked up the ball,
turned around to aim for the
stumps but only to hit the
batsman’s back. Sunrisers appealed and third umpire eventually ruled Mishra out. Before this,
Yusuf Pathan was given out in a
tie between KKR and Pune
Warriors in 2013.

SPL: Pujara to play for
Zalawad Royals
RAJKOT: India’s Test batsman
Cheteshwar Pujara will play for
Team Zalawad Royals in the
inaugural Saurashtra Premier
League. “Cheteshwar shall play
Saurashtra Premier League T20
Tournament from Team Zalawad
Royals,” a statement from Saurashtra Cricket Association said.
“As players drafting was done on
May 4, SPL governing council
decided to have the drafting
system in the format of a draw for
Cheteshwar in presence of
representatives of all teams,” the
release said.

England will be better team
with Archer: Plunkett
LONDON: Liam Plunkett said
England would be a “better team”
if Jofra Archer made it into their
World Cup squad after his fellow
fast bowler again impressed on
international duty. Archer continued his late bid for a World Cup
berth with a hostile opening spell
against Pakistan at The Oval on
Wednesday.

He took one wicket and conceded
six runs in four overs before rain
meant there was no result in the
first one-day international of a
five-match series. The Sussex fast
bowler’s display was a rare
highlight in a mere 19 overs’
cricket before a D/N fixture was
called off. Pakistan were 80 for
two, with Imam-ul-Haq 42 not
out and Haris Sohail 14 not out.
“He’s a class act,” Plunkett, one of
England’s established quicks, said.
“He bowled really nicely with pace
and smashed the right areas.”

todayontv

Theglovesareoff:Abattle
ofmasterandapprentice
SECOND QUALIFIER Dhoni, Pant
take centrestage as young Delhi face
experienced Chennai Super Kings
Khurram Habib
n

IPL

7:30pm: Delhi Capitals v
Chennai Super Kings, live
on Star Sports 1, 1HD, 2,
2HD, 1Hindi, 1Hindi HD,
Select 1, S1HD, 1Tamil,
1Telugu, 1Kannada &
1Bangla

FORMULA ONE
SPANISH GP

2:30pm: Spanish Grand
Prix free practice 1, live on
Star Sports Select 2 &
SHD2

TENNIS
MADRID OPEN

3:30pm: Quarter-finals
session 1; 8:30pm:
Quarter-finals session 2,
live on Sony ESPN & ESPN
HD

GOLF
EUROPEAN TOUR

3:00pm & 8:00pm:
Betfred British Masters
Day 2, live on D Sport

khurram.habib@htlive.com

VISAKHAPATNAM: In one of the promotional videosthis season, Rishabh Pant calls MS Dhoni his
guru (teacher) but warns him he
willcomedownheavilywhenhis
Delhi Capitals face Chennai
Super Kings.
In the two matches they’ve
playedagainsteachother,Dhoni
has emerged the superior; scoring more runs and guiding his
team home comfortably. On the
eveofthethirdtiebetweenthem,
and with a final berth at stake,
Pant has his tail up with two successive match-winning knocks,
played in contrasting manner.
Hehungaroundtoseehisteam
throughtoatrickychaseagainst
Rajasthan Royals with a solid
half-century last week, and blitzed his way to 49 off 21 balls
againstSunrisers Hyderabadon
Wednesdaytoputhisteamonthe
cusp of victory. Although they
suffered hiccups in the last over
afterhisdismissal,DelhiCapitals
ensured Pant’s efforts didn’t go
waste.“Ihavealwayssaidthathe
(Pant) is the best finisher I have
seenamongalltheyoungplayers.
He just opened the game (on
Wednesday),”saidPrithviShaw.
“He is such a good player that
hecanturnthegamearoundanytime. If you need 50-60, he can
turn it around,” he said.
Shaw rightly called Pant the
bestfinisher‘amongyoungsters’
for Dhoni is not done yet. At 37,
Dhonihasstillmanagedtomatch
the youngster in the number of
sixesthisIPL—oneevery13balls
as against Pant’s one every 11
balls. Both have scored over 400
runs.Hislowerstrikerate(139 to
Pant’s 164) and massive average
(135 to37)canbeattributed tothe
fact that he has ended unbeaten
on more occasions (7 against 3)
and hasn’t thrown away his
wicket as often as Pant has.
OnWednesday,DelhiCapitals
saw through the tense home
stretch to win despite Pant’s late
dismissal. But that has not been
thecasealwaysasPantinearlier
gameswouldleaveplentyofwork
forthelateorder,resultinginDC

HEAD TO HEAD
Chennai Super
Kings

Delhi
Capitals

14

6
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Total
matches

Last two overs
were like hell: Iyer

20

LEAGUE MATCHES
n CSK won by 6 wkts in Delhi
n CSK won by 80 runs in Chennai

FOR THE RECORD
n With 503 runs at an average of

Indo-Asian News Service

35.92 and a strike rate of 135.94
in 15 innings, Shikhar Dhawan
is DC’s highest scorer this
season. This is the third time
he has scored over 500 runs in
an IPL — 569 runs in 2012 and
501 runs in 2016.
n Harbhajan needs two wickets
to become the fourth bowler
to take 150 wickets in IPL.
n CSK will become the second
team after MI (108 wins in 186
matches ) to complete 100
wins if they win.

eitherlosingor takingitto Super
Over. Against SRH this time, he
left little for the lower order, just
five runs. The last two games
have shownhis progress as a finisher. Pant acknowledged his
errorbutsaidanegativemindset
doesn’thelpandifthereisaballto
be hit, it has to be hit. “It is in our
muscle memory, and that is why
we practise so much.”
The Qualifier 2 will be played
on an adjacent track, meaning it
willagainbeastickywicketwith
support for spinners.
A batting line-up with only
ShikharDhawanhighonexperience,Delhiwillhavetobemature
against a side that relies almost
entirely on experience. With Faf
duPlessis,ShaneWatson,Suresh
Raina, Dwayne Bravo besides
Dhoni in their dugout, the IyerPant-Shawtriowillhavetomake
use of Wednesday’s experience
onthepitchcount.Thebigthreat
for them, as Shaw pointed out,
would be Harbhajan Singh and
Imran Tahir.
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VISAKHAPATNAM: Delhi Capitals

n

Rishabh Pant has scored over 400 runs in this IPL but more importantly, commands a strike rate of 164
PTI
this season.
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LONDON:

England batsman
Jonny Bairstow said he would
rather win the 50-overs World
Cup than the Ashes series
against Australia if he was
given the chance to claim only
one.
World Cup returns to
England and Wales after 20
years and Bairstow said
England deserved to win their
maiden title after all the hard
work they had put in over the
past two years to become the
number one ranked one-day
team.
“I am going (to pick the)
World Cup because it’s been so
long since we’ve had an opportunity to win one,” Bairstow
told Sky Sports.
“I think that the amount of
work that has gone into this
group of players over the last
couple of years, building and
building, I firmly believe we’ve
put an amount of effort in that
gives us the best chance.
“Guys have worked day in,
day out, taking their games to
places that they weren’t at 18

months, two years ago. That’s
from the vision Morgs (England
captain Eoin Morgan) has had
and the way we are playing our
one-day cricket.”
Bairstow also credited the
Indian Premier League (IPL) for
sharpening his skills and
improving his form ahead of the
World Cup.
The 29-year-old scored 445
runs in 10 matches at an average
of over 55 for the Sunrisers
Hyderabad franchise, forming a
formidable opening partnership
with Australia’s David Warner.
“You go to the IPL to develop
your skills, to put them up
against the best in the world,”
Bairstow, who smashed one
century and two half-centuries
during the tournament, said.
“We saw Jos (Buttler) coming
back into the test side last summer after a brilliant IPL. The
competition over there can only
improve your skills. I genuinely
think I’m still learning and
improving.”
England begin their World
Cup campaign on May 30 when
they take on South Africa at The
Oval in London. The first of five
Ashes tests begins on Aug. 1.

skipper Shreyas Iyer said the
last two overs of their chase in
the Eliminatoragainst Sunrisers
Hyderabad were “like hell”.
Chasing 163 in order to make it
to the Qualifier 2 of the ongoing
edition of the Indian Premier
League (IPL), Delhi towards the
end needed 12 runs from 12 balls
which further came down to two
needed off the last two with three
wickets also falling in between,
here at the ACA-VDCA Cricket
Stadium on Wednesday.
Delhi were 151 for 5 but lost
Sherfane Rutherford, Rishabh
PantandAmitMishrainthenext
ten balls, before Keemo Paul
scored a boundary against Khaleel Ahmed to win the match on
the penultimate delivery of the
game. It was for the first time for
the Delhi-based franchise that
they won their IPL playoff or
knockout match.
“I can’t express my emotions,” Iyer said at the postmatch presentation. “It was such
a pressure situation. I was just
sitting with my teammates and it
felt as if I’ve been sitting with
them for years. Those last two
overs it was like hell, to be honest.”
“I could see the happiness in
everyone’s faces, and it was an
amazing feeling to see them coming out and expressing themselves. Obviously, the joy we’re
going to share after victory is
going to be really good. And yes,

hoping for another one against
Chennai. We’re definitely not
going to be intimidated by any
team. Looking forward to the
next game,” said Iyer.
Earlier, it was opener Prithvi
Shaw who set up the chase by
scoring 56 off 38, before Pant
blasted 49 off 21 to take them to
the brink of victory. Iyer said he
never tried to interfere with the
instincts of both the batsmen and
let them play their natural game.
“I personally feel you can’t
really control them (on Pant and
Prithvi). When you stop a batsman like Pant or Prithvi, it hampers their mind and their flow. It
was good that both of them came
good tonight,” said Iyer.
Meanwhile, Pant, who was
adjudged the Player of the
Match, said he should have finished the game for the team. Pant
had mustered 22 runs in the 18th
over bowled by Basil Thampi.
However, he got himself out
while trying to go for a big hit in
the 19th over and leaving his side
in a spot.
“If you are set inside on a
wicket like this you need to finish the match for the team. I took
it very close, but in the end I
couldn’t finish the match. Next
time I’ll try to finish it for my
team,” Pant said.
“I just try to be positive every
time I go in. If your mindset is
negative, it’s difficult to play
your shots. Especially in T20
when you’re set, and you need
some 40 runs in four overs, you
have to have a big over. That’s
what I did today,” he added.

Shalini Gupta
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England and Sunrisers Hyderabad batsman Jonny Bairstow credits
PTI
the IPL for improving his form ahead of the World Cup.

Aussie players’ post-scandal conduct praised
Agence France-Presse
n
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SYDNEY: Australian cricketers’

n

Shreyas Iyer is the first captain to have guided the Delhi franchise
BURHAAN KINU/HT PHOTO
to victory in the IPL playoffs.

‘Will pick WC glory over Ashes win’ Fulfilling dreams and
proving a point, T20 way
n

CRICKET
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The Australian cricket team has got its first clean sheet in seven
years and code of conduct charges have dropped by 74 per cent.

AFP

once-notorious behaviour has
significantly improved amid
attempts to clean-up the game’s
culture after the ball-tampering
scandal, Cricket Australia said
Thursday.
The men’s national team had
no conduct citings during
2018-19 season, the first clean
sheet in seven years, and code of
conduct charges at all levels
dropped 74 percent, CA chairman Earl Eddings said.
“Everyone in Australian
cricket is well aware that it’s not
just winning that counts, but
how we play the game, and the
players have certainly
embraced that spirit,” Eddings
said.

He said umpires had also
reported they were being
accorded more respect from
players as the new, less abrasive
culture beds in.
CA’s bid to shed the “ugly
Australian” image comes after
cricket’s standing in the sportsmad nation reached its lowest
ebb last year when players
cheated by trying to alter the
ball with sandpaper in a Test
against South Africa in Cape
Town.
LENGTHY BANS
In the fallout, three top players
received lengthy bans, the
national coach quit and numerous CA officials left the organisation. An independent review
commissioned by CA, slammed
cricket’s “arrogant” culture,
criticising both players and offi-

cials for chasing victory with no
thought of morality or the spirit
of the game.
Eddings said lessons had
been learned and change was
being implemented.
“While there is always room
for improvement, these are very
good signs which demonstrate
meaningful change and will
have a positive and lasting
impact on Australian cricket at
all levels,” he said.
The Australian Cricketers’
Association (ACA) also praised
the way players had worked for
cultural change.
“At all levels, the players
understand their role as ambassadors in growing the game and
are to be congratulated for the
way they are conducting themselves both on and off the field,”
ACA president Greg Dyer said.

shalini.gupta@htlive.com

JAIPUR: Usually reticent, Jasia
Akhtar has stories to tell now.
Part of the Trailblazers team in
the Women’s T20 Challenge,
Jasia has been regaling her
teammates — including former
New Zealand captain SuzieBates
— about wazwan, apples and the
Kashmir valley. And cricket of
course.
The stocky 30-year-old
opener, who starred in Punjab’s
maiden T20 title triumph a few
months ago in Mumbai, is yet to
play a game in the tournament
but is making the most of the
exposure. Those aware of her
journey—from the terrorism-affected Shopian in Jammu &
Kashmir to Punjab — know how
people back home in her native
village Braripora are preserving
their data on phones to watch
Trailblazers play.
“I left my village and moved to
Amritsar to become a cricketer.
Allah has been kind and now I
am rubbing shoulders with players like Smriti Mandhana, Mithali Raj, Suzie Bates and Stafanie
Taylor. Because of me, my villageis hooked on to Women’sT20
Challenge,” said Akhtar, who is
fasting for Ramzan.
Her father Gul Mohammed
Wani, a small-time farmer who
grows apples and walnuts for a
living, is over the moon. “She has
madeus proud. She ishelping me
build a new house with five
rooms. Our house was reduced
to rubble in the 2014 floods. We
now live in a two-room house.
Inshallah we will have our new
house made by July,” said Wani.
With the BCCI offering $2,500
per match (approximately
~1,75,000) during the Women’s
T20 Challenge to the players,
Akhtar ismorethan happy.“The
sport has given me everything.
Seeing my parents at my new
house would be a dream coming
true. Hopefully, I will play for
India soon and make Kashmir
proud. Sitting in the dressing
room and observing established

n

Harleen Deol of Trailblazers skipped her BA third year exams for the
BCCI
Women’s T20 Challenge, hoping to make an impact.

cricketers is in itself an enriching experience,” she said.
Another Trailblazers cricketer Harleen Deol is making the
right noises in the tournament.
With knocks of 36 and 43, Deol,
who made her ODI and T20 debut
against England in March, has
been impressive. She has had to
skip her BA third year exams
due to the Women’s T20 Challenge, hoping this gives way to
something bigger.
“Women’s Big Bash League
and Kia League have made a
mark in women’s cricket. Then
why not Indian league for
women?” said Deol, who has
been teaching England left-arm
spinner Sophie Ecclestone a few
bhangra steps and helping Suzie
Bates shop Rajasthani stuff in
Jaipur. Fondly called ‘Sunny
Paaji’ by her teammates (she
shares her surname with Bollywood actor Sunny Deol), Deol
showed her mettle when she
cleared the fence on a few occasions off leg-spinner Amelia
Kerr’s bowling in the match
against Velocity. “It was an
enjoyable knock against Mithali
didi’s team. I did not have good

outings against England in
March. These knocks in
Women’s T20 Challenge have
raised my confidence,” felt Deol.
Another Indian domestic
cricketer who is slowly making a
name or herself is the 15-year-old
Shafali Varma. Shefali is one of
only four uncapped players in
thethreeT20Challengewomen’s
squads.
She has been a prolific batter
for Haryana in the U-19s and
U-23s and looks up to Virender
Sehwag. Her brisk 34 forVelocity
against Trailblazers eventually
set up their win.
When Mithali sent her to open
the innings, not many would
have thought a pint-sized, shorthaired girl would become such a
game changer.
She was even praised by
England’s Danielle Wyatt, who
said, “Shafali is going to be a
superstar for India probably in a
year or so. I think she’ll break
into the India team. She stood out
for me in the nets from day one as
soon as we got into nets. I saw
this girl batting and didn’t know
she was so young. But then the
coach said she is only 15.”

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019

sport

17

Spur of the very last moment

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE Tottenham return from the dead
after a late third goal by Moura ends Ajax’s dream run in last 4
Associated Press
n

LUCAS MOURA, FROM PSG
CAST-OFF TO TOTTENHAM IDOL

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

AMSTERDAM: Facing a three-goal

deficit at half-time in their Champions League semi-final, Tottenham’s players only had to think
back 24 hours or so to find a
source of inspiration.
“We saw Liverpool last night it goes to show it’s not over until it
is over,” Tottenham fullback
Danny Rose said.
In this year’s Champions
League, that certainly seems to be
the case. Just a day after Liverpool’s stunning win over Barcelona, Tottenham pulled off
another epic comeback on
Wednesday. Lucas Moura completed a hat trick in the sixth minute of injury time as Tottenham
rallied to beat Ajax 3-2 and reach
its first Champions League final,
ending a remarkable run by the
young Dutch team that had
knocked off some of Europe’s biggest clubs along the way.
It was a rally that was eerily
similar to the one the previous
night at Anfield, where Liverpool
erased a 3-0 deficit from the first
leg by beating Barcelona 4-0 at
home. In Amsterdam, Moura
nearly single-handedly helped
Tottenham pull off a similar feat.
Ajax seemed to have the twolegged semi-final wrapped up by
half-time after teenage captain
Matthijs de Ligt and Hakim
Ziyech netted to put it 2-0 up at the
break—and 3-0 on aggregate.
But Moura scored twice in a
four-minute span to put the visitors one goal from going through
3-3 on aggregate thanks to the
away goals rule. After Jan Vertonghen’s header hit the crossbar
in the 87th minute, that goal
finally arrived when Moura
struck again deep into injury
time. Dele Alli laid the ball off for
the Brazilian as he streaked into
the area and his low shot crept
inside the right post to complete
another improbable victory.
“It’s impossible to explain
what I’m feeling in this moment,”
Moura said. “We always believed
it was possible, and we gave
everything on the pitch. I think
we deserved this moment.”

PARIS: Rejected by Paris
Saint-Germain after the
world-record signing of
Neymar, Lucas Moura propelled Tottenham to
heights the French giants
could only dream of on
Wednesday by single-handedly firing Spurs into a first
Champions League final.
With his side seemingly
down and out, trailing 2-0
on the night and 3-0 on
aggregate, Lucas produced
a career-defining performance as his stunning second-half hat-trick engineered the latest jaw-dropping Champions League
comeback to send Spurs
through on away goals.
Yet scarcely 18 months

Moura’s winner led to a pile-up
of Spurs players near the corner
flag celebrating one of the biggest
wins in club history, as the disbelieving Ajax players lay on the
ground. It means Tottenham will
face Liverpool in Madrid on June
1 in the first all-English final since
Manchester United beat Chelsea
in 2008. That’s a scenario few had
imagined last week when Barcelona and Ajax both won the first
legs. For Ajax, it ended a run that
saw a team built around young
homegrown talents knock out
Real Madrid and Juventus before
putting themselves on the brink
of the club’s first Champions
League final since 1996.
The hosts dominated the first
half and De Ligt, the 19-year-old
captain, headed home a corner in
the fifth minute after goalkeeper
Hugo Lloris had been forced into
making a good one-handed save
from Dusan Tadic.
Son Heung-Min countered by
hitting the post at the other end
minutes later but Ziyech doubled
the lead in the 35th. Donny van de
Beek streaked forward and laid
the ball off to Tadic, who cut the
ball back to Ziyech for a one-time

ago, he was at a particularly
low ebb after finding himself frozen out in Paris
despite five trophy-laden
years at the club.
Mauricio Pochettino and
Tottenham offered the Brazilian an escape route in
January 2018, and Lucas is
close to making good on his
promise to take the club to
the very top.
Upon his arrival in North
London, he said: “The team
is very, very strong. We can
win a lot of things and why
not the Champions
League?”
Just over a year on and
Spurs are one win away
from becoming European
AFP
champions.

finish beyond the reach of Lloris.
But even without injured star
striker Harry Kane, Tottenham
found a way back. In a second half
filled with chances at both ends,
Moura started the comeback
after a quick counter-attack as
Alli again laid the ball off for the
streaking Brazilian to slot a low
shot past goalkeeper Andre
Onana. The second came after
Onana made a stunning closerange save to deny Fernando Llorente but couldn’t control the
ball, and it fell to Moura in the following scramble. With his back to
goal, the Brazilian swiveled and
fired into the left corner of the net.
Suddenly the semifinal was
hanging in the balance again, and
both teams missed chances to
score a third. Spurs launched one
desperate counter just as the five
minutes of added time were
nearly up. A long ball up the pitch
fell to Alli, who created a chance
for Moura to complete another
dramatic semifinal comeback.
“We were so close, we had so
deserved it, but that last second,”
Ajax coach Erik ten Hag
lamented. “We have had an
incredible season.”

n

Tottenham's Lucas Moura (L) celebrates with Dele Alli after completing his
hat-trick against Ajax in the Champions League semi-final.
REUTERS

Ajax bemoan letting match slip
Reuters
n
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AMSTERDAM: Ajax Amsterdam
coach Erik ten Hag described
their semi-final exit from the
Champions League as “very
cruel” after the Dutch side were
undone by Lucas Moura’s 96th
minute strike for Tottenham
Hotspur on Wednesday.
“Football can be very beautiful and it can be very cruel. We
have had to experience that
today,” said Ten Hag, whose
young side appeared to be heading for a final showdown with
Liverpool on June 1 in Madrid
until Moura’s last-gasp strike
shattered their dreams.
The result ended Ajax’s long,

and barely plausible, ride
through three preliminary
rounds, starting in July, to the
last four of the competition.
During that incredible run,
they had knocked out holders
Real Madrid and Juventus and
on Wednesday were seconds
away from a place in the final —
until it all ended in heartache.
“Overall we had a fantastic
Champions League campaign,
we were one second away from
the final and for that our team
deserves a very big compliment,
I’m very proud of my players,”
said Ten Hag.
But the coach admitted that
they let a golden opportunity slip
through their fingers having
been 3-0 ahead on aggregate with

45 minutes left to play.
“If you’re 2-0 up, you have to
make sure you win the game, and
we failed to do that. In the first
phase after half-time we lost our
grip on the game, they played a
more opportunistic game,” he
said.
“But after the score was level
at 2-2 we dominated again and we
created chances. It’s very bitter
that none of those went in, and
that they scored a very fortunate
goal in the last seconds, maybe
even past what should have the
last second.”
Defender Daley Blind
described the defeat as “a dream
that had burst” while teenaged
captain Matthijs de Ligt called it
“a nightmare”.

n

Spurs coach Mauricio Pochettino is ecstatic after winning the semi-final second leg at the Johan Cruyff Arena in Amsterdam. (R) Ajax players after the loss.

AFP

Stimac to be India Nadal, Federer win; Ferrer retires ‘Technique key
football coach
for trap shooters’
Agence France-Presse
n

HT Correspondent
n
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KOLKATA:Croatia’s Igor Stimac is
set to be the most successful footballer ever to have coached the
senior India team after the technical committee of the All India
Football Federation (AIFF) on
Thursday named the 1998 World
Cup star as its choice to replace
Stephen Constantine, who quit
after the Asian Cup in January.
To be ratified by the AIFF’s executive committee, the appointment is likely to be for three
years.
“More than his credentials as
a player which are impressive, it
was how he convinced members
of the technical committee that
helped make up our minds. The
new technical director (Romanian Doru Isac) too was happy
with Stimac’s presentation and
since it is important for the senior team head coach and the TD
to be on the same wavelength, we
recommended his name,” said
Shyam Thapa over the phone
from New Delhi.
Stimac, 51, is likely to be paid
$25,000 a month, $3000 more than
Constantine’s last pay cheque,
according to an AIFF official.
The former defender has 53
international caps and played in
every match of the 1998 World
Cup finals where Croatia finished third. He was also an integral part of the Croatia team in
Euro ’96 where Croatia lost 1-2 to
Germany in the quarter-finals;
Stimac being shown the red card
in the 56th minute. He had three
stints with Croatia’s Hadjuk
Split, played four years for

n

Igor Stimac.

GETTY IMAGES

Derby County and two seasons
with West Ham.
Replacing former partner in
defence Slaven Bilic in 2012, Stimac coached Croatia to the 2014
World Cup play-off round. He
also coached Hadjuk Split to two
league titles.
Stimac, who was present for
the interview on Thursday, has
asked for two friendlies before
India open in the Kings Cup in
Thailand against Curacao on
June 5. The Caribbean nation is
ranked 82nd to India’s 101.
The other shortlisted candidates — former Bengaluru FC
coach Albert Roca, Swede Hakan
Ericson and Lee Min-sung, who
has played two World Cup finals
for South Korea — were interviewed over video calls. Minsung exited the race early
because he would need an interpreter, said a technical committee member. Roca fell out of
favour because of his lack of
international experience and
because he wanted his people on
the support staff, the member
said. Ericson’s presentation was
good but the committee felt Stimac’s was better, the member
said.

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MADRID:Rafael Nadal believes he
is finding his rhythm again after
beginning his bid for a sixth
Madrid Open title on Wednesday by beating Canadian teenager Felix Auger-Aliassime in
straight sets. The victory also
came hours before Nadal’s fellow Spaniard David Ferrer
played the final match of his
career, losing 6-4, 6-1 to Alexander Zverev in his last tournament before retirement.
Nadal has endured a turbulent few weeks after slipping to
surprise defeats in both Monte
Carlo and Barcelona last month
before then being hit by a stomach bug on Sunday. But there
was never much sign of an upset
in the Spanish capital, where
the world number two opened
up with a 6-3, 6-3 victory.
“Right now every victory is
important for me because it
gives me the option to play again
the next day,” Nadal said.
“Two weeks ago maybe playing again was not a chance to
improve because I didn’t feel
like that in training. Now I am
feeling better in matches and I
think every one gives me the
chance to get better.”
Roger Federer saved two
match points to defeat France’s
Gael Monfils 6-0, 4-6, 7-6 (7/3) to
reach the quarter-finals. Federer trailed 4-2 in the deciding
set before levelling at 4-4.
The 20-time Grand Slam winner then saved match points in
the 12th game before sweeping
through the tiebreaker to record
his 1,200th career win.
Novak Djokovic defeated Jeremy Chardy 6-1, 7-6 (7/2) to
extend his domination of

Navneet Singh
n

n

David Ferrer with wife Marta Tornel and son during a ceremony after his retirement on Wednesday.

French opponents. The Serb top
seed needed less than 90 minutes to reach the quarter-finals
at the Caja Magica.
FERRER BIDS ADIEU
Ferrer bowed out after losing to
Zverev, calling time on a distinguished career that included 27
ATP titles and a highest ranking
of number three in the world.
Renowned for his never-saydie attitude, the 37-year-old
reached the French Open final
in 2014, as well as five more
Grand Slam semi-finals.
“I couldn’t have given more
to this sport,” said Ferrer, who
left his bandana on the ‘T’ of the
service box. “I don’t know what

my legacy will be but I always
fought until the last point.
Maybe it will be that.”
Nishikori and Wawrinka will
meet in the third round on
Thursday after Nishikori took
just over two hours to win 7-5,
7-5 against Bolivian qualifier
Hugo Dellien and Wawrinka
defeated Argentina’s Guido
Pella 6-3, 6-4.
The Swiss has won his last
two matches against Nishikori,
including a three-set victory in
Rotterdam in February, when
he went on to reach his first final
since undergoing knee surgery
in 2017.
Juan Martin del Potro lost
6-3, 2-6, 7-5 to Serbia’s Laslo

AP

Djere in his first match since
February as the Argentine continues to work his way back
from a knee injury.
OSAKA STUNNED
Belinda Bencic knocked top
seed Naomi Osaka out in the
quarter-finals of the Madrid
Open on Thursday with a 3-6,
6-2, 7-5 comeback win.
It was the second victory in
two months for the Swiss over
Japan’s world number one after
Bencic shocked Osaka at Indian
Wells in March. Two-time
champion Simona Halep overcame Ashleigh Barty 7-5, 7-5 to
reach her fourth Madrid Open
semi-final.

navneet.singh@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Handling pressure
under “different circumstances”
is the key to good scores in shooting sport, according to four-time
world champion in double trap,
Italy’s Daniele Di Spigno.
The 44-year-old, who won consecutive World Championships
gold as a junior and translated
that success at the senior level,
says fundamental changes in
technique such as “connecting
the barrel with the flight of the
clay target” and “changing the
gun stock for minimum recoil”
had helped his ward, trap shooter
Shagun Chowdhary, shoot consistently good scores.
Di Spigno has been working
with Chowdhary—a two-time
Asian Championships silver
medallist—since March 2018 and
says stress management during
competition is the core area of his
training. “The progress is steady.
Chowdhary is consistently scoring 23/25 in training,” says the
Italian. Besides Chowdhary, Di
Spigno also trains 30-odd youngsters in different age groups at the
Manav Rachna Shooting Academy, Faridabad. “I am hopeful
Chowdhary will match her training scores and qualify for the 2020
Olympics at the World Cup currently underway in Changwon,
Korea,” says Di Spigno, whose
competitive career spanned more
than 25 years.
“What sometimes goes wrong
with Chowdhary is that she
switches back to her old technique under pressure. She
(Chowdhary) used to be a bit slow

connecting the barrel with the
flight of the clay pigeon. Though
she has improved, she tends to go
back on her old technique at
times. It has cost her vital points
in big competitions. In trap, it is
important to have a quick and
precise connect,” says Di Spigno,
winner of 10 World Cup gold
between 1997 and 2017.
“In a highly competitive field,
a score of 119 or above is essential
to enter the six-shooter finals,”
says Di Spigno. Chowdhary had
scores of 116 and 115 in the previous two World Cups—Mexico
(March 15-23) and UAE (April
5-16).
Besides technique, Di Spigno
says he emphasises on two
aspects in training—“how to
approach a competition” and
“how to manage a competition”.
“It’s important to prepare the
right way. Shooters tend to look
beyond the visual range of flying
targets and lose focus. They need
to follow the path of the target
more accurately and cut down on
peripheral vision. It’s also important to keep the right balance
between the clay target and sight
of the gun, which can vary from
one range to another because to
the backdrop.”
Elaborating on his coaching
philosophy, the former world
record holder says, “Follow the
right technique under all circumstances. My emphasis is mostly
on basic technique, such as
proper stance, quick barrel connect, wind speed, and studying
the backdrop during practice sessions. This will help steady the
scores under the most trying circumstances,” he adds.
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‘GOSSIP
DOESN’T
HURTME’

Actor Disha Patani says that she isn’t
and never was bothered by rumours;
adds she is still as asocial as she was
Juhi Chakraborty
hat’s an actor’s life
without rumours and
link-ups? While they
know that it is a part
and parcel of their profession,
it still takes a lot of time to
acclimatise to it, especially if
they come from a non-filmi
background.
For the longest time, Disha
Patani’s personal life and her
relationship with rumoured
boyfriend Tiger Shroff, has
piqued everyone’s interest,
sometimes even more than her
career. But the actor chooses
to remain unfazed by it all.
“I never used to get hurt or
upset about the rumours and
gossip. And I am still the same.
Gossip doesn’t hurt me. I am
still as asocial as I was before I

W

STOP PRESS
SONI RAZDAN RUBBISHES
THE RANBIR-ALIA
MARRIAGE RUMOUR

I loved my role in Bharat. I would never miss out on
an opportunity like this just because it stars other
actors.
DISHA PATANI, ACTOR

became an actor. So, I don’t
really get to know or rather,
make an effort to know any
kind of gossip that is going
around,” shares Disha.
The actor’s Bollywood
career kicked off with MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story in
2016, which she followed up
with Kung Fu Yoga (2017) and
Baaghi 2 (2018). And now, her
career has gathered further
momentum after she signed
big-ticket films such as Bharat

and Malang, both of which are
multi-starrers.
On if sharing screen space
with so many actors was a
concern for her, Disha
answers in negative. “I am not
worried for sure. It’s a great
opportunity to be able to work
with great actors and big stars
in a project. I loved my role in
Bharat. I would never miss out
on an opportunity like this just
because it stars other actors,”
says the 26-year-old actor.

The film also gave her the
chance to romance actor
Salman Khan onscreen,
something which many would
see as a big opportunity since
she is paired alongside a
superstar. And Disha was also
excited for it. “Well, I wasn’t
very nervous; rather I was
pretty much excited to work
with him. He is such a big star
and I was very happy for this
opportunity,” she shares.
She gushes over Salman
some more, saying, “He is a
lovely person. He is super-easy
and makes everyone very
comfortable. He is humble and
hard working. He didn’t give
me any tips but just seeing him
on set and working with him
made me learn so much about
the job.”
n

mid reports that Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt plan to get married at
the beautiful Lake Como — just
like Ranveer Kapoor and Deepika
Padukone — Alia’s mother Soni
Razdan on Wednesday junked
such ‘rumours’. “It is a totally
baseless rumour,” she said. —IANS

auahar Khan is currently
hosting a live show on a
travel app, something that
the actor has been very excited
about. Besides films and
television, she has also been
part of a broadway style
musical, Zangoora. And now,
she admits that in today’s day
and age, it is imperative for an
actor to be a part of great
projects, irrespective of the
platform.
“It is very important as an
actor to be seen across all
platforms. Visibility and
traction is different, but just to
be able to deliver what your
audience expects of you is of
prime importance. My fans
want to see me all the time, so
hosting is something I am very
excited about. I also enjoy
everything I do. Whether it is
TV, web or films, I am going to
do it all. I also did a lot of live
stuff after Zangoora. So, I am
glad that I am being accepted
across all mediums”, Gauahar
says. Most TV actors are asked
about the content on television
being substandard, but
Gauahar says that it is the
demand and the need of the
hour that pushes makers to
keep making supernatural
shows and daily soaps. “It is not
only about what producers are
making, but also about what
people are consuming, because
if you see the TRPs they’re the
highest for mythological and
fictional shows. You just
cannot blame the producers for
making these kind of shows
because the demand for them is
high,” she explains.

G

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
(left) and Soni Razdan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

Taking baby steps to merge
healing and work, says Irrfan

rrfan, who is currently
shooting for a film after a
year-long break following
his neuroendocrine tumour
diagnosis, says he is on the
road to recovery but still
needs space to heal.
The 52-year-old actor
received treatment in a
London hospital and returned
to the country early this year.
In a statement, addressed
to his “friends in the media”,
the actor said he has been
getting requests to share his
story but needs more time to
process it.
“Last few months have
been on a road to recovery, a
period to heal, to fight the
fatigue and face the reel and
real world. I am aware of your
concern and request to talk to
you, share my journey, but I
am fathoming it myself,
inhaling and internalising,
taking baby steps to merge my
healing with work and trying
to experiment the
amalgamation of both,” Irrfan
said.
The actor is shooting for
Angrezi Medium, the muchanticipated sequel to his 2017
blockbuster Hindi Medium.
Irrfan said he was grateful
for the well wishes he
received from his friends in
the media. “I am deeply
touched by your wishes, your
prayers and it means a lot for
me and my family. I truly
respect the way you respected
my journey, giving me time
and space to heal,” the actor
said. “Thank you for your
patience and the warmth and
the love all through this
overwhelming journey,” he
added.
Irrfan ended his statement
drawing on a poem by famous
Austrian poet Rainer Maria
Rilke. “I feel an urge to share
with you something. I live my

I

I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in
a different way, it
should seem like part
of a conversation.
I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between
two characters.

Pooja Sharma

N

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI,
ACTOR

PHOTO: IANS

primordial tower, and I circle
ten thousand years long; And
I still don’t know if I’m a
falcon, a storm, or an
unfinished song.”

PTI

Prashant Siingh
e startted his directorial
journ
ney with a bang,
thank
ks to I Hate Luv
Storys (20110). But three years
later, direcctor Punit
Malhotra’ss filmi ride hit a
speed-brea
aker when Gori Tere
Pyaar Mein (GTPM) tanked at
the box offfice. Then on, he
stayed awa
ay from arc-lights
for six ye
ears. Probably that’s
why, as he readies for the
releasse of Student of The
Yearr 2 (SOTY2), Punit is
“a biit nervous as well as
excitted”.
“W
We have worked
very
y hard in SOTY 2.
nd I’m very excited to
put it out for people to
watch
h,” says Punit,
addiing: “There are a lot
of th
hings you need to get
righ
ht [in a film]. That’s
wh
hy I am nervous due
to
o a lot of factors put
together. Everyone’s
[Tiger Shroff, Tara
Sutaria and Ananya
S
Panday] journey
has come together
in the film, so,
opefully, we don’t let
o
anyo
one down.” What
was g
going through his
mind
d when GTPM tanked
so bad
dly? “I was very
depre
essed. For at least
8-10 m
months, I mustn’t
have g
gotten out of my
house. I needed to do a lot
of intro
ospection to figure

PU
UNIT MALHOTRA,
IRECTOR
make it sound like a
conversation between two
characters. Pehle, filmon
mein dialogues bana ke
bolte they. All the credit

life in widening rings which
spread over earth and sky. I
may not ever complete the
last one, but that is what I will
try.
I circle around God’s

Ididnotstepoutofmyhousefor
8-10months,saysPunitMalhotra

The firsst part of SOTY
got a loot of things right.
So, thee biggest
challennge was to take
it a stepp ahead. We
workedd towards that
and I thhink we have
covvered our bases.
says, “I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in a
different way, it should
seem like part of a
conversation. I try my best to

Irrfan

H

‘I liked Dada Kondke… He
broke all the norms of a hero’
awazuddin Siddiqui has
essayed a wide spectrum
of characters — a man
who works in a morgue in
Shorts (2013), murderer in
Raman Raghav 2.0 (2016) and
a political figure in
Thackeray. Every actor has
their own inspirations or type
of cinema that they have
admired, or have a reference
point before delving into the
profession of acting. However,
the Manto (2018) actor claims
that he didn’t really watch
Hindi cinema while growing
up. He says, “I haven’t seen
many Hindi films, be it old or
even the relatively newer
ones. In terms of actors, I
really liked [Marathi actor]
Dada Kondke. People would
say his films had double
meaning. But there is only
one actor whom I liked a lot,
and that was him. He broke all
the norms of a hero or even a
villain. People used to like his
style of acting. And it’s not
like he would even wear fancy
clothes, or had a certain type
of body — none of these frills.
What happens otherwise is
feudalism — the mentality
that screams ‘dekho main
bada aadmi hoon (in showbiz)’
and all that.”
Dada Kondke was famous
for his one-liners in his
movies. From the current
generation, Nawazuddin is
one of those few actors who
have delivered heavyweight
dialogues in his films, which
have become quite popular —
be it Gangs of Wasseypur
series, Badlapur (2015) or
even the web series Sacred
Games. Talking about
expressing these lines with
ease, the Photograph actor

‘IT’S IMPORTANT
TO BE SEEN
ACROSS
PLATFORMS’

should also go the
writers; it’s just that it
shouldn’t sound like
dialoguebaazi.”
n

out a lot of things including
how I could move ahead in life.
I kept looking for answers and
then I realised there is only
one way out — putting your
head down and working hard.
That’s exactly what I’ve been
doing,” he says.
The young director says
that Karan Johar [SOTY2
producer] has always been
“a great source of
encouragement” for him. “He
has pulled me up many a
times. But he has also been
very sweet and supportive.
Between us, I think we have
gone through the whole
spectrum of emotions. So,
coming up with SOTY2 has
been one big emotional
journey for us,” he says.
Punit readily admits that he
does feel “pressurised” due to
high expectations from

SOTY2. “The first part got a lot
of things right. So, the biggest
challenge was to take it a step
ahead. We worked towards
that and I think we have
covered our bases. The added
pressure is that the first film
was made by Karan himself,”
he says, adding that given an
opportunity, he would “work
harder” to redo GTPM, and
“get it right this time.”
Next on the director’s to-do
list is a “nice, big” action
caper. “Actually, I have been
very keen to make one for
some time now. In fact, during
one of the action sequences in
SOTY 2, Tiger told me: ‘do you
realise that you aren’t a love
story director but an action
film-maker? You just haven’t
tried it.’ So, I look forward
to experience action in
a big way,” he says.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Stills from I
Hate Luv Storys
(left) and Gori
Tere Pyaar Mein
(above)
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htcity ENTERTAINMENT
TOP GLOBAL ARTISTS
1 ALKA YAGNIK

Aankh Marey (above) and Dilbar (below) by Neha Kakkar topped
international charts when they were released
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6 KUMAR SANU

(last week #1)

(last week #9)

VIEWS: 206M

VIEWS: 158M

2 FARRUKO

7 BTS

(last week #3)

(last week #8)

VIEWS: 193M

VIEWS: 146M

3 NEHA KAKKAR

8 UDIT NARAYAN

(last week #4)

(last week #11)

VIEWS: 185M

VIEWS: 146M

4 TAYLOR SWIFT

9 KATY PERRY

(last week #90)

(last week #12)

VIEWS: 177M

VIEWS: 145M

5 J BALVIN

10 BLACKPINK

(last week #2)

(last week #5)

VIEWS: 174M

VIEWS: 145M

(Note: The number of views means a user spent more than 30
seconds on each song on YouTube)

NUMBER 1
ALKA YAGNIK
(LAST WEEK #1)
VIEWS: 206M

HITTING THE
RIGHT NOTES...
AND NUMBERS

Videos of yesteryear Bollywood singers’ songs have
been ruling YouTube’s global music charts. While
Alka Yagnik is the numero uno, Udit Narayan and
Kumar Sanu feature in the top 10
Samarth Goyal
or over two weeks now,
singer Alka Yagnik has
been number one on the
YouTube global artists
list, which is revised every
week, and currently features
the likes of J Balvin, Taylor
Swift and the hit K-pop act BTS.
If you thought this is just a oneoff, another ’90s playback
voice, Kumar Sanu features in
the top ten along with current
sensation Neha Kakkar, who

F

INDIAN ARTISTS IN
THE GLOBAL TOP 100
n Alka Yagnik: 206M
n Neha Kakkar: 193M
n Kumar Sanu: 158M
n Udit Narayan: 146M
n Arijit Singh: 138M
n Dhvani Bhanushali:

90.6M
n Shreya Ghoshal: 78.7M
n Guru Randhawa: 77.6M
n Sonu Nigam: 60.4M
n Lata Mangeshkar:

65.1M

garnered one billion streams
on a popular music app and
seems to turn everything that
she touches to gold.
Evidently, Indian musicians
are reigning supreme, and
giving tough competition to the
international biggies such as
Drake and Rihanna. “I never
had a clue that the songs I have
sung have become so popular
that people are listening to
them across the globe. It’s a
great feeling, and I am shocked,
surprised and everything else,”
says a chuffed Yagnik, does live
shows now, but used to rule
Bollywood in the ’90s .
Twenty other musicians,
including Arijit Singh, Guru
Randhawa and Dhvani
Bhanushali, regularly feature
in the top 100 weekly charts. It
is the second highest number
of musicians from one country
after the US, which has 30-odd
musicians in the list. However,
the fact that Indian musicians
are better numbers compared
to pop stars with a global fan
following, bodes well for Indian
music. “The credit goes to the
audience, who stream one song
multiple times and make it
global. It feels nice, because

n Anuradha Paudwal:

57.4M
n Khesari Lal Yadav:

NUMBER 6
KUMAR SANU
(LAST WEEK #9)
VIEWS: 158M

52.4M
n Badshah: 47.1M
n Nikhil D’Souza: 46.8M
n Mika Singh: 44M
n Tony Kakkar: 42.2M
n Asees Kaur: 41.3M
n Vishal-Shekhar: 39.4M
n Pawan Singh: 36.8M
n Neeti Mohan: 34.4M

If a song is a hit, the
musician’s manager
needs to think of ways
to find ways to increase
its life span, instead of
focusing on trends and
number of hits.
NIKHIL CHINAPA VJ-DJ

you have worked hard on
something that gets so much of
love. I am happy that my music
is getting recognised globally,
and I feel nice to be able to do
something for my country,”
says Randhawa.
Bhushan Kumar, whose
T-Series became the biggest
channel on YouTube recently,
feels that it was only a matter of
time before Indian music got
recognised internationally.
“I am not surprised to see that
Indian musicians are becoming
big abroad. This proves that if
there’s good melody, people
will listen to it no matter what
language is the song in. This
will only get better,” he tells us.
Also, over the last year,

Neha Kakkar
PHOTO: MANOJ
VERMA/HT

NUMBER 3
NEHA KAKKAR
(LAST WEEK #4)
VIEWS: 185M
artists Guru Randhawa,
Badshah, Arijit Singh and
Neha Kakkar have topped the
YouTube music individual
charts in United Kingdom,
Australia, New Zealand and
Canada. “YouTube is making
the world smaller, where fans
can have easy access to artists
from wherever they live and it
is stunning to watch Indian
artists flex their creative
muscle around the world. Our
teams are constantly working
to strengthen our platform so
artists can shine and we are
excited to partner with Indian
artists,” says Pawan Agarwal,
head of Music Content
Partnerships (India and South
Asia), YouTube. He adds that
while until a year ago, no video
featuring Indian artists had
surpassed 500 million views,
eight videos have reached the
milestone today.
VJ-DJ Nikhil Chinapa feels
that the numbers on these
charts prove that Indian music,
too, is timeless like that of the
Beatles and ABBA, but adds

Nikhil
Chinapa

that musicians back home are
yet to reach the level of an
international pop sensation —
the kind that K-pop and Latin
pop acts have achieved.
“It’s a great thing to see
that people love listening to
Indian music. But that’s only
limited to India. If a musician
wants to be like a Drake or a DJ
Snake, people around that
musician need to drive his
name and his brand and make
sure that a musician doesn’t
say that I will follow up my
music with a tour, and do
nothing else. If a song is a hit,
the musician’s manager needs
to think of ways to find ways to
increase the life span of that
one song which became a big
hit, instead of focusing on
trends and number of hits,
which often are lies — just
like Sunburn music festival
does, when it twists a
story to claim that they have
been voted as one of the best
music festivals in the world ,”
he says.
One may also credit the
numbers to the fact that
internet users in India are set
to reach a staggering 627
million in 2019. But Indian
music has announced itself on
the global scene. They’ve come,
they’ve been seen, and they’re
here to conquer.

RICHARD
MADDEN COULD
JOIN THE
ETERNALS CAST
odyguard and Game of
Thrones actor Richard
Madden is in talks to join
Marvel Studios’ The Eternals.
Angelina Jolie and Kumail
Nanjiani are already on board.
It is said that Madden will
play Ikaris, a member of the
human offshoot race known
as the Eternals, reports
variety.com.
Created by Jack Kirby in
1976, the comic book is set
millions of years in the past,
when the cosmic beings
known as the Celestials
genetically experimented on
humans to create superpowered individuals known
as the Eternals, along with
the villainous group known
as the Deviants.
In the story, the two groups
battled each other throughout
history. The Eternals also
warred with Greek, Roman
and Norse deities before
leaving Earth to explore the
stars.
The Rider’s (2017) Chloe
Zhao is directing The Eternals
from a script by Matthew and
IANS
Ryan Firpo.

B

Richard Madden
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Kajal
Aggarwal
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
KAJALAGGARWAL
OFFICIAL
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In two-three years, TV content will surprise us: Ashish Sharma
Shreya Mukherjee
iven the kind of content
the web has been churning
out and its growing
viewership, the medium is seen
to be giving strong competition
to TV. Popular small-screen
star Ashish Sharma, who
recently dabbled in the web
space, feels that every medium
has its own charm and
commands a different
audience. The actor, who has
done a number of popular TV
shows such as Siya Ke Ram
and Rangrasiya, says, “It’s
right that there’s scope for

G

experimentation on the web.
But that does not mean TV is
losing its charm. There is a
separate audience for the
medium. In many homes the
medium has become a part and
parcel of their existence. It’s
true that TV is not
experimenting a lot, but there
is a shift that is happening.
Though it’s a little sluggish
right now and TV seems to be
stuck somewhere in that
changeover, but give it another
two to three years and one will
start to see what more the
medium has to offer.” But
Ashish is hopeful that the new

phase will give TV the much
required boost. The actor was
last seen in the show Prithvi
Vallabh, which ended last year.
Since then, Ashish has not
signed any other TV show. But
he has done a film, Khejdi
(2018), playing a transgender,
which was well received at film
festivals, and a web show. So is
he taking a break from TV to
concentrate on web and films?
“I have not taken any break.
It’s just that as an artist I
always take up work that
excites me. If I get anything
interesting on TV, why will I let
go of it? Interesting characters

and the story they are part of
inspire me to be a part of it,
than the medium,” says
Ashish. He adds he has got a
few offers from TV and films,
but can’t reveal much unless he
signs on the dotted line.

THE ACTOR WAS LAST
SEEN IN THE SHOW
PRITHVI VALLABH,
WHICH ENDED LAST
YEAR

Ashish Sharma

‘Social media can
make or mar a star’
Sangeeta Yadav
or celebrities, being active
on social media, with
lakhs of followers, has
become the need of the
hour. Some like to share their
fitness and dance videos and
use it to promote their
upcoming projects, yet others
like to interact directly with the
fans. But actor Kajal Aggarwal
observes that “social media is a
powerful tool that can make or
break your career.”
Elaborating on this, Kajal
says, “Social media has taken a
whole new tangent and people
have made careers out of it. It is
amazing to see we are
progressing in life not
personally but on a community
level, where you directly
interact with your fans without
any filters or censors. They get
to hear directly from the
horses’ mouth and not from
sources or gossipmongers.”
Yet, just a few years back,
social media was considered as
a “necessity or an add-on to
one’s profile”. But now, Kajal

ACTOR KAJAL
AGGARWAL SAYS IT’S
NOW EASIER FOR
CELEBRITIES TO
DIRECTLY INTERACT
WITH THEIR FANS

F

adds, “One’s profiling is done
on social media”.
The actor calls herself “a
little old-fashioned” when it
comes to social media as she
doesn’t like to spend her entire
day on the medium. Thus, I
have a team in place which
helps me manage and curate
my accounts. I don’t like to
randomly post anything just to
have an active presence,” Kajal
shares.
While many celebrities ‘buy’
likes to get instant responses
and followers, the actor
“doesn’t believe in buying and
paying for that”.
n

GIVES YOU TIME
TO DO MORE...
... while saving cooking gas

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

‘I HAVEN’T
GROWN
COMPLACENT
AS AN ACTOR’
ctor Mahesh Babu’s 25th
film is all set for release
and he says he is glad he
hasn’t become complacent with
his own work in his twodecade-long career.
“I’m happy I haven’t grown
complacent as an actor. I still
prefer working with directors
who come to me with bound
scripts. Also, I will continue
doing one film a year because
there’s no point in doing too
many. Today, the economics of
filmmaking has changed and
the stakes are very high. Hence,
there are always high
expectations from audiences,”
Mahesh says.
He calls his forthcoming
Telugu action-drama Maharshi
special because it is unlike any
film he has done in his career so
far. “It’s a film that has so much
to offer. It has a very powerful
social message that is welllaced with commercial
elements. It’s a film, unlike
anything I’ve done so far
because audiences can easily
relate to my character Rishi.
The journey of my character
will be interesting and
inspiring,” Mahesh says.
“Producer KL Narayana will
bankroll our project. But we
can only collaborate when we
are free from our current
IANS
commitments.

A

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING COOKWARE STORES

Buy online at

www.potsandpans.in

India’s First International Cookware Store
For corporate gift enquiry call us at: 7838212151 | For enquiry call us at: 9876667744
Mahesh Babu
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htcity TIME OUT
Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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MAY 10, 2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

It is important to continue the medication
prescribed to cure your ailment. Some of
you might need financial advice from
someone close. Your knowledge and
business acumen will be in demand at
work. Domestic front remains excellent
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
as you get to spend quality time with
family and friends. Interruptions in travel is
likely as your visa proceeding gets delayed.
Acquisition of property is on the cards for some.
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Unnecessary tensions can just give you
sleepless nights and affect health; so stay
calm. Monetarily things do not look too
great today. Pressure of work is set to
increase. A member of the family might
need help and advice; be there for them.
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
A family vacation is on the cards and will
be a welcome change. A property
inheritance battle might become nasty.

Bono: The Irish singer, frontman for rock band U2
that is known for hits such as Sunday Bloody
Sunday (1983), With Or Without You (1987) and
Vertigo (2004), turns 59 today.

You need your own endeavour to achieve
perfect health. Increase in earnings is
indicated for some. You will need to keep
a close tab on your employees for a
project entrusted to them. A marriage or
birth is likely to bring happiness.
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
Travelling, especially by train, can prove
hectic. A favourable decision on partition of
an ancestral property might cheer everyone.

You will achieve perfect health through
your hard work and dedication. Monetary
gains from a transaction cannot be ruled
out for some. You are likely to work hard
on your original ideas to be able to win
CANCER
the day on the professional front. You
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
are set to enjoy the company of your near
and dear ones. Take adequate measures to
counter the season while travelling today. Real
estate agents can expect a good commission from a deal.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front. Stars
advice you to take things at a slower pace in your relationship.

Love Focus: You may find lover serious and irritable today. Try not to
give any stress to them even if you can’t lessen the problems that
your lover in facing.

Love Focus: Those seeking love need to be at their impressive best.
The first impression can become the last impression if it is not as per
the expectation.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Good dietary control will find some of you
coming back in shape. Those needing loan
might not get it at the most nominal
interest. A profitable day for those into
business is envisaged. Professionals will
LEO
have a good day too. Family might seek
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
more time for them since you are too busy
these days. Travelling to a far off place to
attend a family function might become
tiresome for all. Not a good day to buy or sell property today.

Health remains satisfactory. Fulfilling a
financial commitment to someone made
long ago will be much appreciated. You
are about to be offered a lucrative deal
at work, which will be hard to resist.
Health of a family member might be a
concern for some. A family trip planned
earlier might be shelved due to reasons
beyond control. Property might become the
cause for upsetting relations among close ones.

Judicious eating keeps ailments at bay.
Taking up a job on the side to augment
income helps you earn well. Striking a
balance between leisure and work at the
workplace will work in your favour.
Mood of spouse might make life tense on
the family front. Some hassles might
make your official trip uncomfortable.
Construction and property business are likely to
soar up.

Those not feeling on the top of the world
health wise should remain indoors. Much
needed monetary help may materialise
for you, making you bit relaxed. A
troublesome individual can give you a
difficult time at work. An exciting
evening out with family is on the cards
and will prove immensely enjoyable. An
overseas trip is on the cards for some. You are
likely to obtain keys to your new house today.

Love Focus: Luck favours the brave, remember that and take your
chances to approach the one you love.

Love Focus: Romance front remains gloomy as lover stays away for
some genuine reason.

Love Focus: Lover will stick to his or her promise and fulfil whatever
committed.

Love Focus: Lover will be more than accommodating. They are likely
to make all attempts to command by your orders today.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health front keeps you happy. Some of you
might have to look for more avenues to
increase earning. Though it is never too
easy to excel, especially in the field that
you are in, but you will prove everyone
wrong. You can feel apprehensive about
SAGITTARIUS
a future issue or activity on the domestic
(NOv 23 - DEC 21)
front. Your yearning for a vacation might
have to be postponed. Buying your dream
house looks way too far now; but you will achieve your dream soon.

Any kind of excess can have an adverse
effect on health, so be judicious in what
you eat. Financial security will encourage
you to dream big. You will manage to
handle a contentious issue competently
on the work front. Negative
CAPRICORN
undercurrents on the domestic front
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
threaten to make the atmosphere tense.
Some of you may have to undertake an out of
town journey. True guidance is what you need in the property front.

Health keeps you happy and remains
perfect. There will be no escaping an
essential expenditure on the financial
front, but judicious spending will save
money. A transfer or promotion in the
job, that was on the cards, can be
AQUARIUS
delayed. Travelling with family to a
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
tourist destination will prove immensely
enjoyable for all. Be judicious while buying or
selling a property.

A minor health issue being cured will make
you hale and hearty. Financial gains will
shape well for some. You can face
difficulties in bagging a lucrative
assignment at work, but you will
succeed in the end. You are likely to take
PISCES
a short break with family for rest and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
rejuvenation. Buying a car might get
delayed. Purchase or development of property
is on the cards for some.

Love Focus: Things move slowly on the romantic front, but
remember, slow and steady wins the race.

Love Focus: Fight over a trivial issues can spoil a romantic outing. Try
to ignore minute things.

Love Focus: Keep romance on hold for some time as stars are not
favourable.

Love Focus: You are likely to spike your romance with some
excitement. Much more is in store for the both of you today.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Aqua green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light yellow

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

CALVIN AND HOBBES

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Wait for some more time to approach the one you
secretly love. Let the right time arrive.

Bill Watterson

PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Dil Diyan Gallan, Punjabi
09:05AM 02:40PM 06:55PM
11:40PM
Student Of The Year 2 09:45AM
11:05AM 02:00PM 04:05 05:00
08:00 09:10 10:55 11:50
15 Lakh Kadon Aauga 11:25AM
01:45PM 09:15PM
Chhota Bheem: Kung Fu
Dhamaka Hindi 12:30PM 04:50PM
07:00PM

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?

Student Of The Year 2 10:30AM
01:30PM 02:10PM 04:30PM
07:30PM 10:00PM 10:30PM
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
English 11:50AM 05:10PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:45PM 09:45PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 07:00PM

The 2007 film, Taare Zameen Par’s
creatiVe director Amole Gupte
created most of the paintings
credited to Ishaan’s character.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3081

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BRT EE
ABRIR
IIN W TT
FI OTNY
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

________ is a mere moment, just long enough
for a joke
- Hermann Hess (8)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Beret, briar, nitwit, notify
ANSWER: Eternity is a mere moment, just long enough for a joke Hermann Hess

Ihaveneverusedmyparents’
name,saysSikandarKher

MOVIES ON TV

Shreya Mukherjee
ikandar Kher worked in a
number of films since
debuting with Woodstock
Villa in 2008. But none of his
films did well at the box office.
And the actor feels that’s the
reason why his film career did
not take off the way it was
expected.
But didn’t having veteran
actors Kirron Kher and
Anupam Kher as parents work
in his favour? “None of my films
have worked, had any of them
done well then things would
have been different. Also, I have
never used my parents’ name
and they also never wanted it
that way. But more than
anything else these failures
taught me that I should not sit at
home. Kaam chahiye aur uske
liye koshish karna padhega…
At the end of the day you will
have to love and respect
yourself,” says the actor.
So does that mean he is
outside the ambit of the
nepotism debate? “Not really.
Let me tell you first that
nepotism exists and at what
level. Unlike others, I will get to
meet the people I want to. If I
call them up and request for a
time they might oblige because I
know them. I know Karan
Johar since I was a child so if I
call him he will ask me to come
over. I ask them for 10 minutes

S
Mission
Impossible III
at 1258

EDITOR’S
PICK

0941 50 First Dates
1118 Spy Kids
1258 Mission Impossible III
1512 XxX
1720 300
1914 300: Rise of An
Empire
2100 Shooter
2317 Transformers: The
Last Knight

Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs at 1527

Once Upon A Time in China II
at 1607

0910 Kingman: The Secret
Service
1135 Predator
1337 Big Hero 6
1527 Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs
1712 Babylon A.D.
2050 Black Panther
2331 I, Robot

0919 A Cinderella Story
1058 Nacho Libre
1234 The House
1354 The Island
1607 Once Upon A Time in
China II
1922 Horrible Bosses
2100 Grudge Match
2251 The Untouchables

Chup Chup Ke at 2130

Toilet: Ek Prem Katha at
2000

0830 Meri Jung One Man
Army
1130 Damini
1445 Sanam Bewafa
2130 Chup Chup Ke

1123 Heyy Babyy
1425 Dhadkan
1735 Train To Busan
2000 Toilet: Ek Prem Katha
2312 Resident Evil

Singham 3 at 2100
0657 Kasam Paida Karane
Wale Ki
1157 Chennai Express
1534 A Flying Jatt
1756 Time Story
2100 Singham 3

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOv 22)

Actor Sikander
Kher feels he’s
too passionate
about acting
PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

Student Of The Year 2 09:35AM
10:35AM 11:35AM 12:40PM 01:40
02:40 04:45 05:45 06:45 07:50 08:50
10:55 11:55
Dil Diyan Gallan 09:40AM
03:35PM 06:15PM 09:05PM
11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:00AM 12:35PM 04:20PM
08:05PM 10:40PM 11:50PM
Chhota Bheem: Kung Fu
Dhamaka 3D 10:00AM 01:45PM
08:05PM
Lukan Michi 10:00AM 08:45PM
Blackia 12:20PM 05:45PM
15 Lakh Kadon Aauga 12:45PM
03:45PM 11:30PM
The Intruder English 03:20PM
Maharshi Telugu 04:20PM
The Tashkent Files 09:50PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
English 10:45AM 04:55PM 07:25PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
01:10PM 09:55PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Blackia 09:00AM 02:40PM
08:20PM
Student Of The Year 2 09:00AM
09:45AM 11:15AM 02:20PM
03:55PM 05:25PM 08:30PM
10:05PM 11:35PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 12:00PM
05:40PM 11:20PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
12:05PM 03:50 07:35 11:20
Lukan Michi 12:50PM
15 Lakh Kadon Aauga 07:00PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Student Of The Year 2 09:30AM
10:45AM 12:15PM 01:45 04:45 05:45
07:45 10:50 11:15
Lukan Michi 09:40AM 05:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 09:45AM
03:15PM 08:45PM
15 Lakh Kadon Aauga 12:20PM
08:20PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
04:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:30PM 07:30PM 11:00PM
Blackia 02:50PM 10:50PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH

I know Karan Johar
since I was a child. If I
call him he will ask me
to come over.
SIKANDER KHER ACTOR
and within nine minutes I have
spoken to them, have shown my
showreel and I am ready to
leave. That’s how I function,” he
adds.

Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 2D
11:30 PM
Avengers: Endgame English 2D
07:40 PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:35 PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 09:40 PM

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

Sikandar was last seen in
Romeo Akbar Walter. “When
Robbie [Grewal] was working
on the film I wanted to be a part
of the project. I had to make
sure that I do justice to my
character. I am too passionate
about acting to think about how
people will judge me if I ask
them to give me work,” he ends.
n

Blackia 09:00AM 01:30PM
04:30PM 07:30PM 10:30PM
Student Of The Year 2 09:00AM
10:30AM 12:05PM 01:35 03:10 04:40
06:15 07:45 08:30 09:20 10:50 11:31
The Intruder English 09:00AM
Dil Diyan Gallan 09:40AM
12:20PM 03:00PM 05:40PM
08:20PM 11:00PM
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
English 10:30AM 03:25PM 08:20PM

Lukan Michi 10:45AM 02:45PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
11:20AM 03:05PM 06:50 10:35
15 Lakh Kadon Aauga 11:55AM
05:30PM
Chhota Bheem: Kung Fu
Dhamaka 3D 12:55PM 05:50 PM
10:45PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Student Of The Year 2 09:45AM
12:50PM 03:55PM 07:00PM
10:05PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:00AM 01:45PM 05:30PM
09:15PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, CHANDIGARH
Student Of The Year 2 09:00AM
10:00AM 01:10PM 02:25PM
04:50PM 08:10PM 10:05PM
10:30PM 11:05PM
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
English 09:10AM 03:00PM 07:45PM
15 Lakh Kadon Aauga 09:55AM
01:55PM 05:25PM
Lukan Michi 11:00AM
07:50PM
Avengers: Endgame 2D 03:15PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
11:30AM 07:00PM 10:45PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 11:55AM 10:40PM
Chhota Bheem: Kung Fu
Dhamaka 3D 12:30PM 05:15PM
Blackia 04:20PM 07:25PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Student Of The Year 2 09:15AM
12:00PM 02:45PM 05:30PM
08:15PM 11:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
English 09:00AM 02:30PM
08:15PM
Student Of The Year 2 09:00AM
09:40AM 12:50PM 02:05 04:00
05:10 07:10 07:40 10:20 10:50PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 2D
09:05AM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
04:25PM 10:40 PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:45PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 11:30AM
Chhota Bheem: Kung Fu
Dhamaka 3D 11:50AM 05:00PM
08:05PM
Blackia 10:30PM

INOX: DHILLON PLAZA,
ZIRAKPUR
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
English 2D 09:00AM 02:30PM
08:15PM
Student Of The Year 2 09:00AM
09:40AM 12:50PM 02:05 04:00
05:10 07:10 07:40 10:20 10:50
Avengers: Endgame 09:05AM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
04:25PM 10:40PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:45PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 11:30AM
Chhota Bheem: Kung Fu
Dhamaka Hindi 3D 11:50AM
05:00PM 08:05PM
Blackia 10:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Student Of The Year 2 10:00AM
11:00AM 01:50PM 04:40 06:35 07:35
10:30
Dil Diyan Gallan 10:30AM
04:00PM 07:05PM
Lukan Michi 12:50PM
Blackia 01:05PM
09:30PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
03:35PM 09:45PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Student Of The Year 2 09:00AM
12:15PM 02:10PM 03:10PM
03:45PM 07:45PM 09:00PM
10:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan 11:50AM
08:00PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi 3D
12:15PM 10:10PM

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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Gala Los Angeles launch for Panchkula writer’s book on American artist
LIFESTYLE htcity

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR IDAY, M AY 10 , 2 019

Nirupama Dutt

A painting titled ‘Koi Bazar’ by Elizabeth.

HT PHOTO

It has been an interesting
journey for Panchkula girl
Vani Kaushal who started on
the business desk of a city
newspaper and then moving
to London to do some more
business reporting. But then
deciding to call it a day with
the business of buying and
spending to write a novel
called the ‘The Recession
Groom’(2014), a novel
that won her considerable
notice.
So she decided it was time
to leave the business of
business writing and turn to
romance novels which excited
her the most. So sustaining
herself with columns here
and there, she moved to
writing two more romance
novels.
While these were still with
the literary agent, an offer
came to her on the Twitter
from an Armenian American
artist Elizabeth ‘Lizo’
Shahenian. The awardwinning artist with some four
decades of art behind her,

wanted to write a book on her
paintings.
“It was a tempting offer but
I hesitated because I was not
very clued up on the
American art scene
although I had a better
idea of European. But
Elizabeth reposed her
faith in me and the task
began.This meant going
to the artist in Los Angles
and getting to know her
work.” The week I spent
with the artist at her studio
in Los Angeles gave me an
opportunity to understand
her work and know her
world inside out,” says Vani.
So she gathered the
pictures and the artists’
philosophy of healing
catastrophes and unhappy
events with flowers and the
Japanese Koi fish that are

believed to bring good luck.
Vani says she worked hard
on the book but enjoyed the
task which she completed
rapidly.
The book ‘Forever Flowers’
was released during a gala
event at one of the oldest
and most renowned galleries
in LA, Whites Fine Art
Gallery, which drew a huge
response from art collectors
and received massive
support from the MontroseVerdugo City Chamber of
Commerce.
So even art is a business in
a way? Vani beams at this
question and says, “It sure is
but this book celebrates the
artistic journey of Elizabeth
in facing all odds and
excelling in her art with
humane strokes.
n

nirudutt@gmail.com

Author Vani Kaushal with painter Elizabeth Lizo Shahenian at the
HT PHOTO
release of ‘Forever Flowers’.

Salman sir is very
particular about work
ethics, says Pranutan
Shreya Mukherjee
hen it’s Salman Khan,
industry colleagues
and young actors who
he mentors or launches,
always have good things to
say. Actor Pranutan Bahl,
who recently made her
Bollywood debut with
Notebook, backed by Salman,
also showers praises on him.
Beginning with the advice
she got from him, Pranutan
shares that the only thing he
told me is to “work very
hard”. “When you are
spending time with Salman
sir you talk very less about
acting and more about other
things. More than the
technicalities, he is concerned
about your behaviour,
discipline and values,” says
the actor, who considers
Salman as her mentor.
The actor also shares that
Salman is very particular
about work ethics. “He
believes that is what matters
the most. If you are a good
human being and you have
good work ethics then no one
can stop you from growing,
because it reflects in your
work,” she adds.
On a lighter note, Pranutan
adds that Salman would also
share with her interesting
anecdotes of working with her
father, actor Mohnish Bahl.
“He and my father have
worked in a few films and
share a good rapport. As a
child, I remember visiting the
sets and watching them
perform. There are incidents
and stories that he at times
would tell me that I enjoyed
listening,” adds the actor.

Pranutan
Bahl

W

PHOTO:
SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Salman
Khan
PHOTO:
PRODIP GUHA

‘NOBODY IS A
VICTIM IN
CASTING COUCH’
truggle is a part of an
actor’s life, and actor Ira
Sone says that it is at this
time that you need to decide
how far you are going to go to
get a role. “Casting couch may
be a reality but it takes two
hands to clap. In my opinion,
nobody is a victim in this
scenario. It’s a choice. I’ve
never had an unpleasant
experience with men at the
workplace. We had arguments
but that’s that,” adds the Desh
Ki Beti Nandini actor.
Nevertheless extending her
support to those who faced
sexual harassment, the actor
says, “If anyone forces
themselves on you, that is
totally wrong at all levels.
Then it is no longer a choice, it
becomes harassment. #MeToo
in India was much required. It
is about speaking about it
without shame and fear.
The women in the movement
are speaking out and it is
necessary that the culture of
HTC
silence be broken.”

S

Ira Sone was seen in the TV
show Desh Ki Beti Nandini
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htcity ENTERTAINMENT

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

All cute and cuddly
Can you guess who is this cute little baby? It’s actor Dia
Mirza who recently posted this from her childhood. “Major
#FlashbackFriday #80sBaby,” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIAMIRZAOFFICIAL

QUOTE HANGER
A 5’4 GIRL IS NOT
GOING TO LOOK
LIKE A DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, OR A
5’7 IS NOT GOING
TO LOOK LIKE AN
ALIA BHATT. SO,
IT’S IMPORTANT
TO DO WHAT’S
BEST FOR YOUR
BODY AND DO
WHAT YOU
ENJOY.

WE SEE WOMEN
DANCING IN
FILMS AS BEING
OBJECTIFIED. IF
YOU, AS A
WOMAN, OR
ACTRESS, FEELS
FOR ONE SECOND
YOU ARE BEING
OBJECTIFIED IN
THE SONG, YOU
SHOULD NOT BE
DOING IT.

SONAM K AHUJA,
ACTOR

KATRINA KAIF ,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Parineeti to shoot in England
ctor Parineeti Chopra
will head to England,
where she pursued her
studies, for two months
from July, to shoot a remake
of the acclaimed Hollywood
film, The Girl on the Train
(2016). Based on the Paula
Hawkins bestseller, it
narrates the story of a
divorcee who gets
entangled in a missing
person’s investigation that
takes her life to the brink.
“It’s a complete contrast to
the kind of personality that
is associated with me, so I
am excited as an actor to do
something completely
new,” Parineeti said in a
statement.
IANS

A

Parineeti Chopra
PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

Sameera Reddy posted a sexy picture by the poolside,
with her baby bump. She captioned it: “Swimming has
been so therapeutic this pregnancy! To enjoy and
celebrate my growing bump. Finally had to get a
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REDDYSAMEERA
swimsuit that fit!...”

TWITTER TWATTER
@rajshriartist: Our
pandhari village head
Deepak more the most
hardworking Sarpanch of
our village #Pandharischool
#constructiongoingon
@Nabhangan5

@aapkadharam: My most
loving memories, my
“village rahatt” “tinda wala

Actors Neha
Dhupia and Angad
Bedi have just
completed a year
of marriage

Fever Ka Thappa
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The couple is celebrating their first
anniversary along with their daughter in
Mauritius
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/NEHADHUPIA

Everyday for us is a
work in progress.
We also don’t take
each other for granted.

CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM
Song
Film/Album
Slow Motion
Bharat
Yeh Jawaani
Student Of The Year 2
First Class
Kalank
Hook Up song
Student Of The Year 2
Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyan
Student Of The Year 2
Slowly Slowly
Guru Randhawa ft. Pitbull
Vaddi Sharaban
De De Pyar De
Tu Mila Toh Haina
De De Pyar De
Kalank
Kalank
Chale Aana
De De Pyar De

ON THIS DAY IN 2007
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

NEHA DHUPIA ACTOR

Juhi Chakraborty
hen Neha Dhupia
announced her
wedding to actor
Angad Bedi this day
last year, she called it the “best
decision of her life” on
Instagram. One year later, the
actor says the past year’s
experience is a testament to
that. Following their
whirlwind nuptials, the first
year of marriage has also been
quite eventful. The couple
welcomed their first baby,
daughter Mehr in November
last year, and both have been
keeping very busy in their
respective careers.
But Neha, 38, maintains that
they are still very much in the
“honeymoon phase.” She adds,
“It’s young love, right? We got

W

to know each other, I got
pregnant, we got married and
then we had a baby. There is no
running away from the fact
that things happened quite
quickly.”
Admitting that they couldn’t
spend much time post their
marriage, Neha shares, “The
day I got married, I took a flight
to Houston for work and just
after nine days after having
Mehr, I started working. We
both had very little time
because we both realise that we
are in a business which
requires us to be like that.”
All said and done, Angad is

thankful to his “beautiful wife
and daughter” and says that
the journey has been lovely,
and together they have
been on a path of self-discovery
as well as discovering each
other.
“I thought it would be
challenging, but the one year of
our marriage has been pretty
smooth (laughs). I assure that
we will work together to make
it even smoother so that people
believe in the institution of
marriage,” says the 36-year-old
actor.
Neha says both she and
Angad make conscious efforts

to keep the romance alive in
their marriage.
“I feel like a lot of time couples
get married, have a child, but
you only see them as the
mother and father of the child.
We are very aware of the fact
that we are husband and wife
first and then parents to Mehr,”
shares Neha.
So what’s their plan for year
two? Angad muses that he
would like for them to spend
more time together travelling
and utilise Neha’s expertise in
the area. “I want to travel with
her as she has more experience
in travelling. We want Mehr to
travel with us. Also, we want to
involve her grandparents a lot
more in our life.”
n

US hip hop artist Akon apologised after footage of him dancing
provocatively on stage with a teenage girl was posted on the
internet. It led to the telecommunications company Verizon
pulling out as a sponsor of his US tour with Gwen Stefani. The
incident took place on April 12, in Trinidad, where Akon was
performing at a nightclub. It was later reported that the girl was
just 14. In a statement Akon said that he didn’t know the girl was
underage. He said: “I want to sincerely apologise for the
embarrassment and any pain I’ve caused to the young woman
who joined me on stage, her family and the Trinidad community
for the events at my concert.”

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

alking of the swelling list
of people in entertainment
who have come out with
revelations of sexual
harassment, Diane Keaton
claims she has been one of the
fortunate ones. The actor says
that she’s never felt sexually
harassed.
“Never. Maybe I just wasn’t
harassment material,” said
Keaton, who has 68 screen
credits since her debut Lovers
and Other Strangers (1970).
Keaton’s last two movies are
about ageing women — Book
Club (2018), with its message
that love has no age, and now
Poms, set to open on Friday in
the United States and Canada.
Poms is the story of Martha, a
terminally ill woman who
moves to a retirement
community to die, but winds
up forming a cheerleading
squad made up of female
senior citizens. Talking of
aging, Keaton says that life
actually gets easier. “I think so,
because what have you got to
lose? It’s like it’s the truth.
That’s what it is. You face it, we
talk about it,” she says.
Keaton, who enjoys
photography when she isn’t
acting, in no rush to retire. “I
don’t think of it. I have a lot of
hobbies that are very time
consuming that I love. I’ll
address those and those will be
my work. I have no intention of
stopping any kind of work
whatsoever,” she adds.
Keaton, who had long
romances with screen legends
like Al Pacino, Warren Beatty
and Woody Allen, has two
adopted children but never
married. “I wonder if I’m the
only single woman of my age
who’s been in film who hasn’t
gotten married, so I might be a
freak,” she says.

T

Swimming therapy

@ActorMadhavan: When
you lose 2 more unexpected
kgs.

‘WE ARE
STILL IN
OUR
HONEYMOON
PHASE’

A still from
the song Slow
Motion from
Bharat

NEVER-MARRIED
DIANE KEATON
JOKES ABOUT
BEING A FREAK

FREEZE FRAME

@AnilKapoor: There’s no
better fitspiration than her
and now she’s making her
mantras available to
everyone through her oneof-a-kind app!
Congratulations
@TheShilpaShetty!! This is
amazing!

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR I DAY, M AY 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

khoo “ I created at my farm .
yaadeyn ye, JAAN hain meri .
@thevirdas: This is an open
threat to the people of
Seattle and San Jose. I’m in
your cities this week. Come
see the #LovedTour or
else.....

Diane Keaton will be seen in the
upcoming comedy Poms
PHOTO: CHRIS PIZZELLO/AP
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CHARGING ₹10 FOR PAPER CARRY BAG
COSTS RETAIL CHAIN WESTSIDE ₹13,000

>>p4

GET A
HOLD ON
YOUR GOLD

MYSURU’S YASHAS EYES MAIDEN PGTI TITLE
LOCAL ROOKIE YUVRAJ SINGH SANDHU IS HOT ON THE LEADER’S HEELS >>p6

>>p5
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WEATHER
shortstories
RAIN MAY BRING
RELIEF FROM HEAT
TOMORROW
CHANDIGARH:After a scorching
Thursday that witnessed maximum temperature of 40.9
degrees Celsius, rain is expected in
the tricity on Friday and Saturday
as per IMD. An official said, “The
western disturbances are expected to bring light rain on
Saturday or even further till
Monday.” He said winds blowing
at a speed of 30 km/h may also
sweep through the tricity. As per
officials, the rain and winds are
likely to keep temperature down
next week by up to three to four
degrees. Maximum temperature
rose up from 40.4 degrees C on
Wednesday to 40.9 degrees on
HTC
Thursday.

Man commits suicide
MOHALI: A-26-year-old man
hailing from Uttar Pradesh was
found hanging at his house in
Mataur. The deceased has been
identified as Chandan, 26, a
construction labourer. On Thursday morning, his body was found
hanging by his brother though no
suicide note was found. His
parents were away to drop his
pregnant wife at her parents’
house in UP. Police have initiated
HTC
inquest proceedings.

debate of
the week
STUDY STRESS

WHY ARE EXAMS
AND RESULTS
NOT IMPORTANT?
A teenager from Kangra took
his life on Thursday night in
Chandigarh for not performing
well in the CBSE Class 12 exams.
Why are exam results not
important in our lives and what
can we as adults and children
do to cope with poor results?
Share your views with
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by May 10.

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019
Max
Rain

Min

40.4°c 19.7°c

Max
Humidity

Min

41% 19%

₹10 CARRY BAG

WESTSIDE TOLD TO PAY
₹13,000 TO CUSTOMER >>p4

BSPnomineeParveen
concealscriminalcase
fromECinhisaffidavit

Perform or perish:
Jamwal reads the
riot act to BJP
councillors

VIOLATION Kumar was booked by the Mohali police in 2010
for allegedly beating up a Punjab minister’s security guard

CHANDIGARH: The Bharatiya Jan-

election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
Shub Karman Dhaliwal
n

shubkarman.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Bahujan Samaj

Party’scandidateforChandigarh
seat Parveen Kumar has not disclosed to the Election CommissionofIndiaacriminalcasepending against him for beating up a
police security personnel of a
former Punjab cabinet minister
in 2010.
Parveen has stated in his affidavit to the ECI that he has no
criminal case pending against
him.
As per the ECI guidelines of
October 2018, a candidate has to
declare at the time of filing of
nomination about the criminal
cases,ifany, pendingagainsthim
or her.
TheUTpoliceofficialssaidthe
case against the BSP candidate
dates back to 2010, when he was
booked by the Phase-8 Mohali
police for allegedly beating up
head constable Baljinder Singh,
whowaspostedin thesecurityof
then Shriomani Akali Dal (SAD)
minister Hira Singh Gabria.
In the copy of FIR accessed by
Hindustan Times, Baljinder had
stated, “On September 6, 2010, I
camealongwithGabriatoChandigarhandaround9pmIreached

›

We reached a
compromise in the
case and it was closed in a
couple of days. I’m not
aware of the fact that it is
still under investigation. If
it still stands, I will check in
about its status.
PARVEEN KUMAR, BSP candidate

outside my society (United Society in Sector 68) where I was
stopped by the newly appointed
security guard of the society."
"AsIwasrevealingmyidentity
to the guard, Parveen Kumar,
along with his associates, came
there and started arguing with
me and then left. Parveen
returned with his men and beat
me up with rods and other weapons.Ireceivedinjuriesonmyleft
arm and otherparts of the body,"
the complainant said.
The Mohali police had booked

Parveen and one other person
under Section 323 (punishment
for voluntarily causing hurt),
341(punishment for wrongful
restraint), 506 (punishment for
wrongful restraint) and 34 (acts
done by several persons in furtherance with common intention) of the IPC. If convicted, he
can be jailed for up to two years.
The Mohali police officials
privy to the matter claimed that
thematterisstillunderinvestigation and so far the chargesheet
has not been filed in the court.
Complainant Baljindersaid Parveen contacted him multiple
times for a compromise. “But I
refused," he said.
Joint chief electoral officer
ArjunSharma,said,"itisconsidered contempt of returning officer’scourt.Theconcernedcandidate can be booked under relevant sections of the IPC for
furnishing a wrong affidavit."
Constitutional lawyer Satya
Pal Jainsaid “if the concealment
comestolightatthetimeofnomination, the candidature of the
person concerned can be
rejected. “If the person wins, it is
a ground for filing an election
petition seeking disqualification
againstthecandidateinacourt,”
he said.
Parveen Kumar said, “We
reachedacompromiseinthecase
and it was closed in a couple of
days. I’m not aware of the fact
thatitisstillunderinvestigation.
If it stillstands,I willcheck inthe
morning about its status.”

Munieshwer A Sagar
n

PGTI TOURNEY
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SC stays HC order against
domicile-based quota
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

munieshwer.sagar@htlive.com

ata Party (BJP) in-charge for
North-Eastern states, Ajay Jamwal, who is overseeing the
party’s campaign in the city, has
made it clear to the party councillors that getting the ticket to
fight the next municipal corporation election is at stake if they
fail to get votes from their wards
for Kirron Kher.
Doing some straight talking in
one-to-one and collective meetings, Jamwal told the councillors
that if they fail to get votes for the
party in the Lok Sabha elections
then how can they expect the
party to trust them for corporation elections. “If they lose their
wards now, they will lose votes
in the MC elections as well,” said
a councillor on the condition of
anonymity.
Jamwal, the city unit organisational secretary in the 2014
Lok Sabha elections, played a
crucial role in scripting Kirron
Kher’s victory, overcoming
severe internal party strife.
“The party again finds itself in
the same situation as factionalism threatens to derail Kher’s
campaign. The councillors are
split between the Kher and Tandon camps,” said a party leader
who didn’t want to be named.
With BJP having councillors
in 20 of 26 wards in the Chandigarh municipal corporation, the
party is weaving its campaign
around the councillors’ burrows. “There is a strong belief
that if every councillor puts in
effort and wins his ward for
the party in the Lok Sabha
elections then Kher will win by a
big margin,” said the party functionary.

MYSURU’S CHANDRA
EYES MAIDEN TITLE >>p6

CHANDIGARH: The Supreme Court
on Thursday stayed a Punjab
and Haryana high court order in
whichthelatter hadstruck down
a clause for admissions to post
graduate medical courses at
Government Medical College
and Hospital, Sector 32, giving
reservation on the basis of domicile.
“Today Supreme Court has
stayed the judgment of the high
court. As of now, admissions as
per original prospectus stand.
Now, the case has been listed for
July 2,” UT’s senior standing
counsel Pankaj Jain said.
Last month, a high court
bench had directed the GMCH to
fill the seats earmarked under
‘Chandigarh pool’ category on
the basis of merit position

OUT OF 128 SEATS, 64
WERE FOR STATE QUOTA,
OF WHICH 32 WERE FOR
INSTITUTIONAL
PREFERENCE CATEGORY
AND AS MANY FOR
‘CHANDIGARH POOL’
obtained by candidates in NEET
after it quashed the domicilebased reservation.
Out of 128 seats, 64 were for
state quota for MS and MD
courses in the hospital out of
which 32 were reserved for institutional preference category and
remaining 32 for reserved ‘Chandigarh pool’ to those with domicile of Chandigarh.
The UT has been filling its
quota from students who passed

Electric shock kills
worker, JE booked
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : A junior engineer (JE)

of Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd (PSPCL) is among
the four people booked in connection with the death of a contractual employee due to electrocution when he was repairing a power line on April 22,
2019.
Those booked are identified
as JE Parminder Singh, contractor Mohan Lal, lineman
Nanak Singh and assistant lineman Bir Singh.
They have been booked under

Section 304(A) of the Indian
Penal Code at Dera Bassi police
station.
Victim Jasbir Singh, 35, was
repairing a power line at Paragpur village in Dera Bassi on
April 22 when he suffered a massive electric shock. He died at
the PGIMER on May 8.
A complaint was lodged by
victim’s brother, Balkar against
the PSPCL officials, alleging
that Jasbir died as proper precautions were not taken.
Balkar had stated that Jasbir
was working with contractor
Mohan Lal for the last four
months.

MBBSfromGMCH-32.Lastyear,
it was challenged in high court.
In its judgment, the high court
said UT can’t reserve all its seats
for students of GMCH. Hence, it
decided to give reservation of 50
percent on the basis of domicile.
Under the ‘Chandigarh pool’
those candidates were eligible
who had either studied for a
period of 5 years in the city at any
time, whose parents had resided
in city for a period of at least 5
years at any time or children of
persons who had held/hold
immovable property in city for a
period of five years at any time.
The clause was challenged on
March 28, 2019, by Shrey Goel
and others arguing that the
clause was in violation of various Supreme Court judgments
according to which domicile
based reservation in PG courses
is not permissible.

RAHUL GANDHI
IN CITY TODAY
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Congress president

Rahul Gandhi will hold a rally in
support of party’s Chandigarh
candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal
in Sector 38 on Friday. Rahul is
expected to arrive at around 4pm
and head straight to the rally
venue. The local unit of the Congress has made elaborate
arrangements for the rally.
Apart from Bansal and local
territorial Congress leaders,
party’s Anandpur Sahib candidate Manish Tewari too will
attend the rally along with
party’s Punjab in-charge Asha
Kumari.
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election2019
Womanciteshealth
toskippollduty,may
getearlyretirement
SDM’S CALL Verka employee due to retire in 18 months
Shailee Dogra
n

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Kharar SDM has written

to the department concerned
recommending voluntary retirement to a woman employee of
Verka Milk Plant, Mohali, who
had sought exemption from election duty citing health issues.
Gurvinder Kaur,56, working
as a junior assistant with the
plant in Phase 6, Mohali, had
moved a request with the assistant returning officer-cum-sub
divisional magistrate (SDM),
Kharar, Vinod Kumar Bansal, to
exempt her from election duty.
"The woman is not capable of
doing government job (on health
grounds)," said Bansal, while
writing to the district election
officer and Verka Milk Plant
general manager, recommending voluntary retirement for her.
Gurvinder, who is due to
retire in about 18 months was
deployed as polling officer for the

LOOKING AT HER
AILMENTS, SHE IS UNFIT
TO PERFORM ANY DUTY;
THUS RECOMMENDED
VOLUNTARY
RETIREMENT, SAYS
KHARAR SDM
Lok Sabha elections on May 19.
She sought exemption from the
duty citing "health issues" and
listed her ailments — cancer,
diabetes, high blood pressure,
poor vision, hard of hearing and
was operated for tumour.
After getting her application
that had photocopies of medical
reports attached, the SDM called
Gurvinder for a personal hearing.
Bansal said, "I have granted
her exemption from election
duty. But looking at her ailments, she is unfit to perform
any duty, thus recommended

voluntary retirement."
He said, "The kind of ailments
she has, instead of slogging at
work, she should rather rest. She
is due to retire and even if she is
given voluntary retirement, she
will be entitled to all retirement
benefits."
"The case is being forwarded
to the appointing authority to
take appropriate action," said
Gurpreet Kaur Sapra, deputy
commissioner-cum-district election officer, Mohali.
Reluctant to do poll duty, government employees are coming
up with all sorts of excuses in
their applications for exemption.
She said, "If a person is attending
regular office but uses ailments
as excuse to seek exemption
from election duty, in such
cases, I have asked all the
AROs to bring these cases to the
knowledge of appointing authority and suggesting action.
Appointing authority has to take
action."

COP ON POLL
DUTY HURT AS
CAR RUNS INTO
HIM IN P’KULA

POLLBUZZ
Tandon goes the extra mile seeking votes for Kirron
Chandigarh BJP president Sanjay
Tandon has started door-to-door
campaign seeking votes
for party candidate Kirron Kher.
Chandigarh BJP media in-charge
Ravinder Pathania said
Tandoncovered theSector22 market on foot and asked for traders’
support on Thursday. Welcomed
by shopkeepers with flowers, Tandon said during his tenure as city
BJP president, he has done his
best for development of Chandigarh, and people recognise that.
He appealed to the traders to vote
for Kirron so that Modi government returns at the Centre. “Modi
has special affinity with Chandigarh and its citizens, and we
should support him to be the
Prime Minister once again,” Tandon said.

PANCHKULA: A 30-year-old constable of Kerala Police deputed on
election duty was injured after a
car reportedly hit him when it
was signalled to stop at a check
postonZirakpur-Kalkahighway
in the wee hours on Thursday.
Thevictim hasbeenidentified as
Vishnu Raj of Palathra village,
Kollam, Kerala.
Vishnuinhispolicecomplaint
submitted that he, along with a
duty magistrate and other cops,
was on poll duty when at around
4am, a white luxury car coming
fromZirakpursidewassignalled
to stop, but it sped and hit him,
leavinghiminjuredonhisknees,
handsandotherpartsofthebody.
Investigating official ASI
RakeshKumarsaidtheconstable
was taken to the Sector 6 Civil
Hospital.“Theofficialscouldnot
note down the registration number of the car, while they are suspecting the car to be a Hyundai
Accent, Honda City or some
Skoda model,” Kumar said.
A case was registered against
unidentified person under sections 279 (rash driving) and 337
(causinghurtbyactendangering
lifeorpersonalsafetyofothers)of
the Indian Penal Code at the SecHTC
tor 20 police station.

Kher’s spree of
canvassing,
promises

BJP candidate Kirron Kher
stressed upon the developmental projects which she
initiated during her tenure to
turn Chandigarh into a
‘smart city’ at a public meeting near Valmiki Temple in
Sector 45 here on Thursday.
“I have left my home and
family to serve you and
Chandigarh. Your each vote
is not just a favour, but a
blessing for me,” urged Kher,
while slamming Congress
candidate Pawan Kumar
Bansal for “never realising
the scarcity of water in the
city despite having the water
resource ministry”. She said
the city will soon have the
additional supply of water. In
another public meeting at
Kajheri, Kher said if she is
voted to power again, she will
prioritise filling the vacancies in Chandigarh departments.She praised Modi government’s schemes that
“raised the standard of living, narrowing the gap
between haves and havenots. Also present on the
occasion were mayor Rajesh
Kalia and senior deputy
mayor Hardeep Singh.

In last leg of campaign, Cong’s Selja,
BJP’s Kataria go all out in Panchkula

›

Kataria disappeared
from the constituency
as soon as he became MP.
Instead of his work, he
is seeking votes in the
name of Modi.

Yuvraj Kaushal
n

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

PANCHKULA :With just a couple of

days left for the Lok Sabha elections in Haryana, candidates in
the fray are leaving no stone
unturned with their campaigns.
CongresscandidatefromAmbala
constituency,KumariSelja,held
a number of public meetings
while BJP candidate Rattan Lal
Kataria took to morning walk to
woo voters in Panchkula on
Thursday.
Addressing various public
meetings in Panchkula and
Kalka, Selja lashed out at BJP,
calling their policies as anti-people. Selja said the PM Narendra
Modi was clearly seeing his
defeat,whichiswhyhewasdeliberately targeting former PM
Rajiv Gandhi.
“With a clear fear of losing
power,he(Modi)is tryingtomislead the people of the country by
speakingonissueswhichhaveno
justification, instead of talking
about development,” she said.
Selja started her campaign
from RaipurRani where she met
thelocalpeopleandassuredthem
ofdevelopmentintheareawitha
new start. Taking a jibe at
Kataria, Selja said if he had done

shortstories
₹15K SNATCHED
FROM MAN IN UT
CHANDIGARH: A group of men
snatched ₹15,000 from a Raipur
Khurd resident in Sector 56 on
Thursday. Complainant Abdul
Rahim alleged that he was going
to his in-laws’ house, when the
unidentified group of men struck
and stole away his cash. Police
HTC
have launched a probe.

One held for robbery
CHANDIGARH: A 22-year-old man
was arrested for robbing a man of
₹400 on Thursday. The accused,
Ravi Kant Sharma of EWS colony
Dhanas, was produced in court
and sent to two-day police
remand. Victim Ravi Kumar said
he and his three friends were
targeted by three scooter-borne
youths, who also took away his
HTC
friend’s mobile phone.

Man held with 5gm heroin
PANCHKULA: A 28-year-old man
was arrested with 5.45 gram
heroin in Kalka on Thursday. The
accused is Vishal Kumar, who was
nabbed by a team of Panchkula
police. An FIR has been registered
against him under the NDPS Act.
Vishal was produced in a local
court, which sent him to one-day
HTC
police custody.

KUMARI SELJA, Cong candidate

n

Congress candidate from Ambala constituency, Kumari Selja,
addressing a public meeting at Jaat Bhawan in Panchkula on
SANT ARORA/HT
Thursday.

anythingforthepeople,hewould
not have been facing resistance
everywhere.
“In the last five years, Kataria
has done nothing in the name of
development in Ambala. He disappeared from the constituency
assoonashebecameMP.Rather
thanhiswork,heisseekingvotes
in the name of Modi. The public
will not be trapped in their false
promises,” she said.
Selja also visited Panchkula
district courts in Sector 1 and
urged the lawyers to vote for

them in elections.
WALK TO WOO VOTERS
Ontheotherhand,Kataria,along
with district BJP president
Deepak Sharma, took a morning
walk at Yavanika Park in Sector
5, Panchkula, to woo voters.
Kataria met several residents
andsharedhispartypolicies,citing Modi wave due to which peoplefromCongressandINLDwere
joining the BJP.
“The public has shown
recently in Jind bypolls and five

›

Selja has not done
anything during her
tenure of 10 years. No
development was seen till
the BJP came to power.

n

City BJP chief Sanjay Tandon during the door-to-door campaigning on Thursday.

Will shift waste
dump: Dhawan

BSP leader
joins BJP

Chhatwal to
move SC

Aam Aadmi Party candidate
Harmohan Dhawan on
Thursday held meetings in
Dadumajra and said that if he
gets elected, the dumping
ground will be shifted. “The
wet and dry garbage will be
segregated to generate electricity and compost, so that
there is no need for a dumping ground,” Dhawan said.
He also visited the Sector-22
market, where he assured
traders that they will get permission to build second floor
on the booths.

Kamlesh Kumar from Bahujan Samaj Party, along with
his supporters joined the BJP
ataneventattheBJP’s Chandigarh office in the presence
of party leaders. The new
entrants were offered a ‘siropa’ and BJP leader Dinesh
Kumar said they all will add
to the strength of the party.
Kamlesh Kumar said he and
his supporters will work diligently for BJP candidate Kirron Kher and make sure she
wins the election with a huge
margin.

After getting no relief from
thePunjabandHaryanahigh
court against election commission’s decision to cancel
his nomination, independent
candidate and industrialist
Paramjit Singh Chhatwal
has said that he will
approach the Supreme
Court. With ₹52-crore assets,
he was the richest candidate
in fray before his nomination
was cancelled on April 30
by the returning officer
because he wasn’t a registered voter. To this, he maintained that he had a valid
voter card, issued in 1994.
He hadn’t voted since
because
he
was
not impressed with what the
politicians had to offer.
He said, “My lawyers tell me
that I have a small chance.
If the courts don’t reverse
the rejection, I will approach
the President of India.”

‘Bansal took city’s issues lightly’
Chandigarh BJP candidate Kirron Kher thinks Congress
candidate Pawan Bansal took issues concerning the city
lightly. Kher was interacting with advocates at the Central
Administrative Tribunal. “The decision over Tribune flyover was taken instantly to provide comfort to commuters,”
she said.

Bansal promises co-op housing for advocates

Anupam Kher
takes break
till May 14

RATTAN LAL KATARIA , BJP
candidate

Anupam Kher, actor-husbandofBJPcandidateKirron
Kher, on Thursday left for
Mumbaitodischarge hisprofessionalcommitmentsandis
expected to rejoin the campaign on May 14. During his
three-day stay in the city,
Anupam canvassed door-todoor and attended public
meetings and road shows to
seek votes for his wife. AnupamwaspresentwithKirron
when she filed her nomination papers.

municipalelectionsthattheyare
withBJP.Congresshasbeenfret
by its defeat and has come down
to the felony in a planned manner. Selja has not done anything
during her tenure of 10 years. No
development was seen till the
BJP came to power,” he said.
“She (Selja) should give the
detailsof₹30-croregrantthatshe
received from the Centre for
development works,” he said.

n

Congress candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal addressing the lawyers at the high court on Thursday.

DuringavisittothePunjaband
Haryana high court on Thursday, Congress candidate from
Chandigarh, Pawan Kumar
Bansal, announced that cooperativehousingsocietieswillbe
built for advocates and other
professionalsifhegetsvotedto
power.Calling the highcourt a
place close to his heart as he

WO M A N C AUG H T FO R P O S I N G A S L AW YE R

Week on, HC Bar body challenges bail to accused
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Heated arguments

took place in the court of chief
judicial magistrate on Thursday
as the Punjab and Haryana High
Court Bar Association challenged the bail given to Kamini
Sharma, a 38-year-old woman
who was arrested for allegedly
posing as an advocate at the
high court on April 30.
Kamini, who was booked
under Sections 419 (cheating by
impersonation) and 420 (cheating) of the Indian Penal Code at

the Sector 3 police station on the
complaint of association president Vikas Malik, was granted
bail by the court on May 2.
Association secretary, advocate Rohit Sud, who had moved
the application challenging the
bail on Wednesday, argued that
Kamini was granted regular
bail against the settled law,
which was illegal and liable to
be cancelled.
The application said Kamini,
by misrepresenting as advocate,
cheated innocent people and
made fun of the noble profession.

PLEA SAYS COURT HAD
NOT CONSIDERED THAT
SHE HAD BEEN USING
ENROLMENT NUMBER OF
ONE OF THE MEMBERS
OF THE BAR BODY
Sud argued that while granting bail to her, the court
observed that “there was no
allegations of any formal
representation by the accused
as an advocate at any place
within the jurisdiction of the

police station.”
Sud mentioned that the court
had not considered that she was
caught red-handed at the high
court and had been using the
enrolment number of one of the
association members.
It was further mentioned
that the court had erred in holding that she cannot obstruct
the police that there was no
recovery needed to be made
from her.
Sud argued that the woman
was running an office in Sector
44, has an advocates’ diary, and
had been posing as an advocate

for many years. He argued that
the woman had been befooling
clients with the help of some
other advocates.
He argued that the police
should get hold of the CCTV
footage of the high court and
take Kamini into custody to
break the nexus.
The arguments heated up as
Sud told advocate NK Nanda,
counsel of the accused, how
much it hurt him that the president of a sister organisation was
representing the accused.
The judge adjourned the matter to Monday.

US foundation to offer ₹7 crore 2 Hry men booked for
for Rock Garden restoration
impersonation, cheating
SSC EXAM

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Kohler Foun-

dation which owns the largest
collection of Nek Chand’s works
in the world has pledged to
donate one million dollars (₹7
crore) for the refurbishment of
the park, subject to clearance by
the administration.
Foundation’s Chandigarh
trustee Harsh Kumar Lakhanpal said the foundation had kept
tabs on the Rock Garden ever
since Nek Chand’s exhibition in
Washington in the 80s.
“Maintaining the Rock garden is a specialised task which
isn’t being done ever since Nek
Chand expired. He would take
four rounds of the park just to
make sure everything was fine,
but now his works are deterio-

MONEY WILL BE USED TO
TRAIN WORKERS TO
MAINTAIN THE GARDEN
THAT LIES NEGLECTED
SINCE NEK CHAND
PASSED AWAY IN 2015

rating. The money will be used
by the Nek Chand Foundation to
train the workers to handle this
delicate task,” he said.
Lakhanpal said they had
taken the first step by discussing this with the Chandigarh
administration on Wednesday.
The entire process will take
between one and a half to two
years, he said. Nek Chand’s son,
Anuj Saini said he was hopeful
the project will improve the situation of Rock Garden.

The Chandigarh Rock Garden has been in a dilapidated
state ever since Nek Chand
passed away in 2015. The workers don’t know how to maintain
the garden and as per Lakhanpal they either damage the broken exhibits trying to fix them
or just remove them.
Improperly maintained
washrooms are a recurring
complaint from visitors and
many are not satisfied with
the service provided by the
canteen run by CITCO. During
Nek Chand’s time, the facility
was run by a private organisation.
Weddings were banned for
about a year before being
allowed again in November
2018. Anuj Saini had opposed
this move, saying that it would
damage Rock Garden.

HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :On the complaint of

deputy regional director of staff
selection commission, Wren
Mishra, two persons were
booked for cheating and impersonation in the SSC exam.
Wren said Parveen of district
Jind and Ramesh Kumar of
Hisar appeared for the multitasking (non technical) staff
examination, 2016. After
scrutiny of their documents, the
writing/signature/left thumb
impression taken during tier-II
exam on January 28, 2018, were
found mismatching with the
same taken during the
initial stages of the exam, police
said.
The department issued a

show cause notice to the candidates in question who in their
defence claimed to have
appeared, in person, in all stages of the recruitment. Subsequently, their handwriting, signature and thumb impression
dossier were sent to Central
Forensic Science Laboratory
(CFSL) for examination.
The CFSL indicated the samples obtained from both the candidates during different stages
of exam and samples taken from
them after issuing of show cause
notices did not tally.
A case under Section 420
(cheating), 419 (cheating by
impersonation) and 120 B (criminal conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered
against Parveen and Ramesh,
who are absconding.

once served as the high court
barassociationsecretary,Bansal, who also took a look at the
makeshiftchambersforyoung
lawyers,saidthatoncevotedto
power, he will get new chambers built both here and at the
districtcourtscomplex.Healso
took a jibe at Kirron Kher for
snubbing his genuine query to

HT

know as to what exactly does
the BJP want to introduce in
Chandigarh – mono-rail or sky
bus–towhichshehadsaid,“It’s
none of his (Bansal’s) business.”
COMPILED BY
MUNIESHWER A SAGAR,
VIVEK GUPTA AND
RAJANBIR SINGH
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FRENCH EXHIBITION

An exhibition titled ‘The French Connection’ will be inaugurated by an
environmentalist Kulbushan Kanwar. A photo contest organised by the
Rotary Club and Alliance Francaise will be followed by a prize distribution.
Where:Alliance Francaise, Sector 36, Chandigarh When: 11am

SPEAK UP: STORY OF A CONTEST
Speak Up, released as A Voix Haute: La Force De La Parole in France. It is a
documentary set in the University of Saint-Denis, just outside Paris. It
follows a class of young people as they embark on a thirty-day challenge to prepare for a public speaking competition. The contest Eloquentia is held every year at the University of St-Denis
Where: Alliance Francaise, Sector 36, Chandigarh When: 6pm

PLAY ON GANDHI
The National School of Drama will stage a play titled
‘Pehla Satyagrahi’ written by Ravindra Tripathi and
directed by professor Suresh Sharma. The play traces
Gandhi’s revolution from a lawyer in South Africa,
who opposed an Act that required Indians to get
fingerprinted, to a powerful force behind the Quit
India Movement.
Where: Punjab Kala Bhawan, Sector 16, Chandigarh When: 7pm

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH:
Sector 45D, 46D,
Nayagaon
MOHALI: Phase 5,
Sector 68
PANCHKULA: Sector 20

Naya gaon
Chandigarh

Phase 5

Sector 45D,46D

Mohali

Sector 68

Panchkula

Sector 20

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com
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election2019
Seekingvoters’detailsdoesn’t KIRRONKHER’SWARROOM
violatepollcode:BansaltoEC POLL COMMITTEE, CLOSE
AIDES STEER CAMPAIGN
ALLEGATIONS Kher hits back, tells Cong candidate to stop making fool of people
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :In response to alle-

gations that he was influencing
voters with Congress’ minimum
income guarantee scheme, Congress candidate Pawan Kumar
Bansal on Thursday told the
election commission (EC) that
he was only asking voters to fill
their names, mobile numbers
and location in the party’s pamphlets for the Nyuntam Aay
Yojana (Nyay).
The scheme proposes to give
₹72,000 annual subsidy to poor
families if Congress forms government at the Centre.
Bansal said seeking such
details, in no manner, violated
the model code of conduct.
“The privacy of voters is not
being infringed at all as all these
details are already in public
domain,” he told the EC.
His response came a day after

›

The privacy of voters
is not being infringed
at all as all such details are
already in public domain
PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL,
Congress’ Chandigarh candidate

the EC served him a notice for
“influencing voters” through
party’s poll scheme.
BJP SEEKS
STERN ACTION
Slamming Bansal, BJP candidate Kirron Kher said he should
stop befooling people. “I have
been getting complaints from
Dhanas, Mauli Jagran, Ram
Darbar and Manimajra that
Congress workers are seeking
personal details from voters and
asking them to vote for the Congress to get ₹72,000 every year in
their bank accounts,” Kher said.

She said this was a new strategy of the Congress to influence
voters. “Making them fill forms
with names and phone numbers
is a serious matter. The EC must
stop this and take stern action
against the Congress,” she
added.

‘NOT INDULGING IN
CORRUPT PRACTICE’
Bansal, however, in his twopage reply stated that the allegations made against him were
false, misleading and motivated.
“Promises made in an election manifesto cannot be construed as a corrupt practice and
inducement to voters in any
manner,” he said. “The Congress is not asking the voters to
fill in bank account details as
claimed in the EC notice,” he
added.
He said the Congress’ Nyay
scheme had pushed the BJP on

the backfoot and that was why
they were trying to harass them
by filing false complaints. “EC’s
observation in the notice that
political parties should avoid
making promises which are
likely to vitiate the purity of the
election process or exert undue
influence on voters in exercising their voting right is not relevant to the present complaint.
The cited observation is not a
direction, but merely an advisory,” Bansal said, while asking
the EC to withdraw its notice.

EC TO DECIDE TODAY
It has been learnt said that the
EC is reviewing Bansal’s reply
and will take final decision in
this matter on Friday.
An official said they were
reviewing the matter from all
aspects. Recently, election
observers appointed for the UT
too had raised the issue in a poll
meeting, he added.

MAY 14: MODI
TO HOLD RALLY
IN SECTOR 34

Chandumajra faces ire of
key SAD leaders of Mohali

CHANDIGARH:Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold a rally at
Sector 34 in Chandigarh on May
14, said Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP’s) Chandigarh chief Sanjay
Tandon on Thursday.
The PM’s rally in support of
Chandigarh BJP candidate and
MP Kirron Kher was earlier
scheduled to take place on May
13, but has now been postponed
to the next day. The rally will be
organised on the ground opposite to Sector-34 gurdwara, Tandon added.

Hillary Victor

LOCAL LEADERSHIP
PINS HOPES ON MODI
WAVE
The local party leadership is
hoping that the Modi wave will
give it a boost like in the last Lok
Sabha elections in 2014, when
Modi’s presence had helped Kirron Kher to win by a margin of
70,000 votes.
While the central leadership
had suggested to hold Modi’s
rally on May 11, the local party
unit insisted the rally should be
held as close to the poll day (May
19) as possible, it has been learnt.
The party has already got into
full preparation mode and is
leaving nothing to chance this
time. In the BJP national president Amit Shah’s rally on Sunday, the local unit had to face
embarrassment as a section of
party workers left midway his
speech.
The venue of Shah’s rally,
Ramlila Ground inSector27, was
fully packed initially, but most
women party workers had left
while Shah was delivering
speech.
HTC

n

hillary.victor@htlive.com

MOHALI:TheShiromaniAkaliDal

(SAD)candidatefromAnandpur
Sahib, Prem Singh Chandumajra, is facing ire of key Akali
leaders from Mohali as they are
notwooingvotersinthefavourof
theMP.Manyoftheseleadersare
reportedlyannoyedoverthe2015
Guru Granth Sahib sacrilege
issue.
TheAnandpurSahibseatisset
to witness a four-cornered contest as the Congress has fielded
former Union minister Manish Tewari against SAD’s sitting
MP Prem Singh Chandumajra, while former Punjab deputy speaker Bir Devinder of the
SAD (Taksali) and Aam Aadmi
Party’s Narinder Shergill are
also in the fray.
TheAkalileaders,whoarenot
campaigning for the SAD candidate,includecitymayorKulwant
Singh, deputy mayor Manjit
Singh Sethi, former party president of Mohali, Amrik Singh,
besides several MC councillors.
ThoughKulwantSinghjoined
the SAD in 2016 along with 12
independent councillors, he has
beenconspicuousbyhisabsence
during the public meetings and
rallies held by Chandumajra.
However, Kulwant says he is
doingthecampaigninginhisown
way.
Even deputy mayor Manjit
Singh Sethi, who is a staunch
Akali supporter, has shown his
resentment against Chandumajra by saying, “I would prefer
NOTA,butwillnotvoteforChandumajra as he is responsible for

Actor-turned-politician Kirron Kher, 66, is banking on her core team and the
party poll machinery for re-election. Getting over a late start, the party's
national leadership, including PM Narendra Modi, are expected to campaign
for her. HT profiles the key managers
nagers of her campaign.
AJAY JAMWAL

SAHDEV SALARIA

ORGANISATION'S MAN, MOBILISER OF WORKERS
S

KEY ADVISER, MAN FRIDAY
Despite remaining in the news for
the wrong reasons, he is still the key
figure in the core team of Kirron.
Salaria runs the backroom strategy
and is responsible for event
management, media and pulling in
grassroots support for Kirron. He is
also the go-to-man for fixing
meetings with her. He accompanies
Kirron
o du
during rallies. Jamwal had
introduced Salaria to Kirron in 2014,
when su
upport from local party
workkers was not forthcoming
g. Last year, Salaria
co
ourted major controverssy after gunshots were
fired at his birthday
party at a pub. His
inspection of the
Chandigarh Railway
Station on 'behalf of
Kirron' with a railways
K
co
ommittee also raised
eyeebrows.

BJP's incharge of North-Eastern states in the
country, Jamwal was brought in for organising and
uniting the faction-ridden party cadre. Known for
mobilising party workers, Jamwal landed in the city,
just two weeks ahead of the polling day. The day he
landed, he took a meeting and passed a clear and
stern message of 'Unite or Perish' across the rank
and file of the party.

RIFT IN MOHALI GURDWARA
COORDINATION COMMITTEE
A rift has surfaced in the Mohali
Sikh gurdwara coordination
committee as some members of
the governing body declared
their support for Prem Singh
Chandumajra on behalf of the
committee in a recently held
meeting where the Anandpur
Sahib MP was also present.
Chairman of the committee, HS
Mann, said, “It is unfortunate that
some Sikh leaders are using the
committee for their political
gains. It is a misuse of power. How
can they declare their support for
a single SAD candidate? I condemn this and will take the issue

the2015GuruGranthSahibsacrilege case. I can tolerate anything
but not the insult of our holy
book. Chandumajra contacted
meseveraltimesforsupport,but
I refused every time.”
The reason Amrik Singh has
statedfornotsupportingtheSAD
candidate is the party’s decision
topardonDeraSachaSaudachief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim in 2007. “I
willnottosupportChandumajra
as the party has cheated the people of Punjab by pardoning Dera
head Gurmeet Ram Rahim. The
sacrilegeofGuruGranthSahibis
the second reason behind my
decision.” Amrik’ssonRajaKanwarjyot Singh Mohali and his
wife Jaspreet Kaur Mohali, who
is an MC councillor from the
SAD, have recently joined the
Congress. Raja Kanwarjyot
terms the SAD a party of “rich

ELECTION2019

with higher authorities.” President of Gurudwara Shiromani
Bhagat Baba Namdev, Manmohan
Singh Lang, said, “We were never
invited for this meeting. It is
non-political body and has no
right to support any candidate. I
have told them to roll back the
decision, otherwise I would resign
from the committee.”
When contacted, president of the
committee, Joginder Singh
Sondhi, said, “The decision to
support the SAD candidate was
taken by all the presidents of
gurdwaras in the meeting itself.”

and builders” and says common
worker has no say in the party
affairs. “The three builders of
three assemblies in Mohali districtarehandlingtheSAD—Kulwant Singh from Mohali, Ranjit
Singh Gill from Kharar and NK
Sharma from Dera Bassi,” he
says.
Another local SAD leader,
Manmohan Singh Lang, whose
wifeHarvinderKaurLangisalso
an MC councillor from the SAD,
says,“Whyshouldwesupportthe
Akali Dal, when they have
insultedourholybook?Peopleof
Punjab will never forgive them
for this act.”
Meanwhile, SAD’s Mohali
president NK Sharma, says, “I
have already held meeting with
some disgruntled leaders and
they have assured us to support
the SAD candidate.”

SA
ATINDER SINGH
C
CONVENOR,
ELECTION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
An advocate with strong
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) roots, Satinder is a former
councillor and city unit general
ssecretary of the BJP. He was
made joint convenor (along with
m
Ramveer Bhatti, a Sanjay Tandon
group loyalist) of the election
manag
gement committee (EMC) on the
recomm
mendation of the Kirron camp
f K
Kher ticket was announced. He is
after
responsible for the overall organisation of the campaign and holds fort at
party headquarters. He enjoys a good
rapport with party workers across
factions and ensures that no activity
inimical to Kirron's campaign takes
place at the headquarters.

SANJEEV VASHISHT
CLOSE AIDE, EVENTS ORGANISER
A former president of Mohali Industtries
Association that is credited with thee
launch of international flights from
Chandigarh international airport,
Vashisht is tasked with the
planning of events. A meticulous
organiser, he plays a crucial role in
strategising activities of the core
team. He is also the core team’s
man in the party’s EMC and is on
its subcommittee responsible for
scheduling and holding of big ralliess.
He is an RSS worker and president of
o
an NGO, Seva Bharati.
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Inspector reprimanded for dereliction in duty
CHANDIGARH :UT senior superintendentofpolice(SSP)Nilambari
Jagdale has awarded a punishmentofcensuretoinspectorSher
Singh after finding out that two
constablesunderhissupervision
had managed to leave their poll
duties in an unauthorised way
following a connivance with a

record keeper. The constables in
the dock are Shardanand and
Naveen, who were booked for
allegedlyrapingafellow25-yearold woman constable in Haryana’s Murthal on April 21.
The incident came to the fore
after a show-cause notice was
issued to Sher Singh on April 22

on the allegation that IRB Chandigarh was deployed for election
duty in Uttar Pradesh as per the
order of MHA under election
commission observation.
Sher Singh, in his reply to the
notice, defended himself by statingthatallpolicepersonnelwere
“personally briefed” by him in

detail about their duties andnecessary directions were given.
TheSSP,however,didnotfind
the reply unsatisfactory and
awarded punishment of censure
to the inspector. The two constables are currently lodged in a
Haryana jail for their involveHTC
ment in the crime.

CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE PANCHKULA AND AMBALA VOTERS WANT

STRAY CATTLE MENACE, ENCROACHMENTS AND TRAFFIC CONGESTION MUST GO AWAY
HOPES OF BETTER TOMORROW Besides better health and education facilities, residents want their areas to be on par with global cities in terms of high-quality of life

FOCUS ON
QUALITY OF
HIGHER
EDUCATION
Virender Sandhu, 43
police officer,
Ambala City resident
I want the next member of
parliament (MP) to provide
better industries for women
and youths. The next MP
must bring in some good
projects for farmers that
can help them in food-processing business. The MP
should focus on the quality
of higher-education avenues available in the city.
Facilities for research, if
boosted, can attract some
of the best brains to the
city. Start-up culture should
also be encouraged. Investment in infrastructure will
give a fillip not only to
quality of life, but industry
too. The next MP must
ensure that every city
resident gets clean drinking
water.

ERADICATE
STRAY-CATTLE
MENACE, HELP
PENSIONERS

UPGRADE
BUS STANDS,
SERVICES AT
GOVT HOSPITALS

CREATE RIGHT
ENVIRONMENT
FOR CHILDREN
TO GROW

DEVELOP
HEALTHCARE
INFRA, EXPAND
GREEN COVER

Neetu Bhatia, 42
shopkeeper, Ambala
City resident

Satvir Tandon, 36
corporate manager at a
pvt hospital, Sector-15
resident, Panchkula
I expect the next elected
representative to focus on
beautification of Panchkula,
repair work of roads, better
traffic management,
improving law-and-order
situation and ensuring
safety of women and
children. I also want the MP
to address the problem of
stray cattle and dogs. The
solid waste management
plant, which is hanging fire
for the past several months,
must be made operational
soon. The present state of
bus stands, roads and
government hospital
services in Panchkula needs
to be checked and upgraded.

Deepak Arora, 70
Punjab social welfare
joint director (retd),
Sector-12 resident,
Panchkula
The stray-animal menace is
still an issue in Panchkula,
even as the local government has repeatedly
claimed that the problem
has been resolved. Similarly,
though cleanliness has
improved, there still are
several areas where garbage dumping and sanitation are key issues which are
causing inconvenience to
residents. I want the next
MP to help in creating the
right environment for
children to grow and
flourish. Improvement in
law-and-order situation
should be on the priority list
of the government.

Deepshikha Singla, 36
gynaecologist, Sector-15
resident, Panchkula

The next MP must focus on
eradicating the stray-cattle
menace. More parks should
be opened for city residents
so that they can have some
space for leisure activities
such as morning and
evening walks, exercise.
Many pensioners are facing
problems while getting
their money after their
accounts were linked with
thumbprints. I urge the next
MP to chalk out a scheme
that can provide the pension at doorsteps of old
people. Sewerage system
needs to be checked and
upgraded, and better
educational institutions and
health facilities are required
in the city.

ENSURE
SMOOTH
TRAFFIC FLOW
IN PANCHKULA
Akshay Jangra, 26
chemical engineer,
Sector-20 resident,
Panchkula
My primary expectation
from the next MP is better
traffic management. There
should be an alternative
route as the construction of
an underbridge in Sector 20
in Panchkula has only
increased the traffic chaos.
For smooth handling of
vehicles, there must be
adequate traffic policemen
deployed on duty. I want
the next MP to justify the
“Paris of Haryana” tag given
to Panchkula by ensuring
proper waste management
and designated dumping
areas. The government
should also lay emphasis on
attracting more tech
companies to the developing IT Park in Panchkula.

PAY ATTENTION
TO EDUCATION
AND HEALTH
SECTOR
Parveen Kumar, 33
senior executive at a
pvt healthcare facility,
Sector-21 resident,
Panchkula
Education holds the key to
economic growth, social
transformation, modernisation and national integration. That is why I want
the elected MP to upgrade
all government schools in
Panchkula. The improvement of health sector is
also of utmost importance
for every citizen. 24x7
police patrolling is needed
in all sectors which are
vulnerable to anti-social
elements and activities. Among the other
things that the next MP
must take up is organised
and modern parking
facilities in all sectors.

ADDRESS ISSUE
OF LACK OF
PARKING SPACE,
ENCROACHMENT
Vijay Sharma, 49
market association
president, Sector-15
resident, Panchkula
Finding a parking space is
turning out to be one of the
biggest problems for
residents in Panchkula.
There is not enough space
left for parking on the
internal lanes of sectors in
the city. With rising population is also increasing the
number of vehicles per
family. But, space for parking is not matching the pace.
Even in markets, parking is a
major issue The government
should also keep tabs on
encroachments in the city
and curb them as these are
eat into parking spaces.
There can be multi-level
parking in areas where other
options are not available.

Panchkula still has long way
to go before it could be
compared with global cities.
The infrastructure and
amenities are not on par
with the increasing population. Traffic congestion, lack
of adequate parking spaces
and pollution are some key
issues that the MP should
work on. The green cover
should be increased in the
city so that a number of
diseases associated with
pollution can be contained
in time. Healthcare infrastructure should also be
expanded, specifically
keeping women health
issues in mind. Good-quality institutions for higher
education are also needed.
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Admissions to city Charging ₹10 for paper carry
colleges from June 1 bag costs retail chain ₹13,000

shortstories
PU-CET (UG)
ANSWER KEY
RELEASED
CHANDIGARH: The answer key of
PU-CET (UG) Entrance Test-2019
conducted by Panjab University
on April 30 is available on the
website http://exams.puchd.ac.in/show-noticeboard.php. Students can file their
cross-objections (if any) regarding discrepancy and accuracy of
the answers by sending an email
at arcet@pu.ac.in by May 11 up to
HTC
4pm.

NEW SESSION Students given a window of 22 days to apply

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The district con-

Srishti Jaswal
n

Srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The process of

admissions to the city colleges
for undergraduate courses will
kick-start on June 1.
The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) declared
the results for Class 12 on May 2
while those of Indian Certificate
of Secondary Education (ICSE)
were declared on May 7.
The forms for admissions to
various centralised courses will
be released on June 1. Students
will be given a window of 22 days
to apply to various courses. The
last day for applying to city colleges will be June 22.
In line with last year, this year
too, online centralised admissions for BCom, BBA, BCA, BSc

PU entrance test for hotel
mgmt, tourism courses
CHANDIGARH: Panjab University
Tourism and Hospitality Aptitude
Test (PUTHAT) for admission in
bachelor of hotel management
and catering technology
(BHMCT) and bachelor of tourism
and travel management (BTTM)
will be held on Friday. These
courses at UIHTM offer 60 and 30
seats respectively. The results
will be declared on May 27 and
the admission forms will be
available from May 30 onwards,
followed by the first counselling
HTC
session on June 27.

ADMISSIONS FOR BCOM,
BBA, BCA, BSC
(MEDICAL) AND BSC
(NON MEDICAL), BSC
(MICROBIAL) AND BSC
(BIO-TECHNOLOGY) WILL
BE CONDUCTED ONLINE
(medical) and BSc (non medical),
BSc (Microbial) and BSc (BioTechnology) will be conducted in
11 city colleges. For admissions
into humanities courses, individual colleges will release subject-wise cut offs for BA.
After the release of the provisional college allotment list, the
first round of physical counselling will begin on July 8.

Director of higher education
Rubinderjit Singh Brar said,
“We will submit our recommendations to the education secretary next week.”
Education secretary BL
Sharma said the principal of Post
Graduate Government College
for Girls, Sector 11, Anita Kaushal is overseeing the process of
admission for this year.
Last year, there were some
minor glitches during the admission process.
Many parents faced issues
during the e-payment process as
the server for the payment gateway was down. As a result, they
had to rush to the nearby bank in
order to make the payment.
However, Sharma said, “We will
ensure that the admission process is conducted smoothly.”

‘Most PU students want non-veg food’
Arshdeep Arshi
n

H INDUSTA N TIMES, C H A N D I G AR H
F R I DAY, M AY 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Food quality and
variety has been a major issue
at Panjab University (PU),
especially in the hostels.
Students have been demanding to improve the quality of
food in hostels and in the past,
have also asked the authorities
to start cooperative messes.
Moreover, there has been
a rising demand for non-vegetarian food on campus.
The Panjab University Campus Students’ Council (PUCSC)
submitted many memorandums
demanding the same, but
to the council’s dismay, the

PUCSC SUBMITTED
MEMORANDUMS
DEMANDING THE
AVAILABILITY OF NONVEGETARIAN FOOD, BUT
THE DEMAND WAS
REJECTED
demand was rejected.
Two students of BSc Hotel
Management (6th semester)
at University Institute of
Hotel and Tourism Management
(UIHTM) Aditya Bhatia
and Daksh Tarnach under
the supervision of assistant
professor Lipika K Gulaini,

conducted a survey on the food
served in hostels and at the
student centre.
They asked questions about
the variety, quality, hygiene and
prices of food.
As many as 300 questionnaires were filled by students
from hostels and those at the student centre, out of which 250
were compiled for the study.
MAJORITY PREFERS
NON-VEGETARIAN FOOD
Disclosing their eating preference, 55.2% of the students
replied that they prefer to eat
vegetarian food, 13.6% prefer to
eat non-vegetarian food and
31.2% prefer to eat both vegetar-

ian and non-vegetarian food.
Meanwhile, replying to the
question of whether non-vegetarian food be served in hostel
mess, 56% replied ‘yes’ while 44%
replied ‘no.’
The students’ replies also concluded that 87% of the students
ate at least one meal in hostels
and a majority of them (58.4%)
prefer having lunch at hostels.
Only 44.4% of the students said
they ate at the hostel mess regularly.
Of all the students who
answered the questionnaires,
80% prefer to have food at the
student centre, 65% prefer the
student centre over the hostel
mess to have food.

sumer disputes redressal forum
directed Westside to refund the
amount of ₹ 3,000 to a Panchkula
resident for causing harassment
and ₹10,000 to the consumer
legal aid.
The complainant, Sapna
Vasudev, a resident of sector 10,
had filed a complaint against
Westside, Elante Mall. She had
bought a dress from Westside
and after the billing, the cashier
handed over the dress in a paper
carry bag.
On reaching home, she found
out that she was charged ₹10 for
the bag. This, she alleged was not
mentioned in the bill. Alleging
the act as an unfair trade practice, the complainant filed a consumer complaint.
Meanwhile, Westside pleaded
that after the ban of plastic bags,
it is encouraging its customers to
bring their own shopping bags
and offer paper bags to its customers on their request at nominal charges.
They alleged that Sapna was
aware of the nominal price for
the bag and was not compelled.
Pleading that there was no
unfair trade practice on its part,
Westside appealed for the complaint’s dismissal.
The forum observed that it
would have been very inconvenient for the complainant to carry
the new garments without a
carry bag.
It further observed that charging for paper bags would amount
to overcharging.
NO CHARGE FOR
PRODUCT’S SUBSTITUTE
As per the forum, a ban on one
product does not entitle Westside to charge for its substitute.

2 FIRMS FINED FOR FAILING TO PROVIDE ‘SUITABLE
JOB’ PROMISED TO CHANDIGARH YOUTH
CHANDIGARH : For failing to

provide a suitable job as
promised and making a person run from pillar to post,
the consumer forum has
directed two companies to
pay over ₹20,000 to resident of
Sector 20, Satbir Singh.
The complainant was
searching for a job in private
sector after retiring from
the Haryana government. He
came across an advertisement of Crown International,
Sector 34, for a job opening of
a supervisor.He contacted
them and paid ₹2,160 as registration fee. In return, Crown
International issued a card
valid from May 18, 2018 to
May 18, 2019 and directed him
to visit Universal Group,
Mohali, for his job placement.
There also, Singh was
made to deposit a sum of
₹12,500 as 50% of the salary
claimed by Singh in advance.
However, he alleged in the
complaint that they failed to
get him a suitable job as per
his credentials
and that he was made to
attend one after another
unsuccessful interviews
which dented his confidence
to the core. Singh then asked
both the parties to refund his
money. While Universal

“All other brands like it are
obliged to provide carry bags
free of cost to help the customers
carry the purchased items as
the customers cannot be
expected to carry the items in
their hands.”

n

The consumer forum has
directed the firms to refund
₹8,160, pay ₹7,000 as
compensation and ₹5,000
as litigation cost to the
complainant.

Group refunded only half the
amount, Crown international did not return any
amount. Following this, he
appealed to court.
Crown International
pleaded that the registration
charge of ₹ 2160 was non-refundable and claimed
that Singh was unaware
about it. While admitting
the receipt of ₹12,500 against
arranging Singh’s interview,
Universal group asserted
that as per the receiptcum-agreement, duly signed
by Singh, if a candidate
quits from job, then there
is a deduction of 40% to 60%
according to the expenditure
of the company.

The remaining amount
will be refunded in the complainant’s bank account.
They pleaded that Singh
was shortlisted by a company, but he refused to join
and quit the given job. Thus,
47% of the total amount was
deducted as per company
norms. As per the forum,
Singh stated that opposite
parties had assured him of
getting a suitable job as per
his experience and qualifications but in the process,
Singh had to suffer tremendous humiliation.
“To us, this conduct is
absolutely against the
promise made to the complainant by the opposite
parties and as such, they
were deficient in rendering
proper services to the
complainant and indulged
in unfair trade practice,”
the forum observed.
The forum directed both
the companies to “jointly
and severally” refund the
balance amount of ₹8,160 to
the complainant; to pay
₹7,000 as compensation for
deficiency in service, unfair
trade practice and for mental
agony and harassment and to
pay ₹5,000 as costs of
HTC
litigation.

WESTSIDE TO PROVIDE
FREE CARRY BAGS
The court directed Westside to
provide free carry bags to all
customers who purchase articles from its shop from now on;
to refund to the complainant

the amount of ₹10 wrongly
charged for the paper carry bag;
₹1,500 for harassment and mental agony; ₹1,500 as litigation
expenses and to deposit ₹10,000
in the consumer legal aid
account.

CBSECLASS10RESULTS
KB DAV SENIOR
SECONDARY
PUBLIC
SCHOOL,
Sector 7,
Chandigarh>>
Prashant, 98.20%

Tanvi Vohra, 98.20%

Aditya Goyal, 97.80%

Aastha Dhingra, 98%

Aditya Garg, 97.40%

Bankush, 97.80%

Anwesha, 98.20%

Nishant Verma, 98.20%

Sakshi Batra, 99%

BHAVAN
VIDYALAYA
SCHOOL,
Sector 27,
Chandigarh>>

Muneesh, 98.20%

Sidhant, 96.20%

Prateek Garg, 96.80%

Pragna Reddy, 97%

Sukhnoor Kaur, 96.40%

Sarthak, 97.20%

Avani, 96%

Amaan, 96.20%

Jaiansh Kapur, 96%

Apoorva, 96.40%

Jannat, 96.20%

Asha Ravish, 96.20%

Jiya, 96%

Babandeep, 97.60%

Komal Sethi, 96%

Ananya Kundu, 96.80%

Nidhi Phogat, 97.40%

Ishika Chatterjee, 97%

Soumya, 96.60%

Ajey Malik, 96.40%

Sahil Dhuran, 97.20%

Vitesh, 98.20%

Aastha, 96.60%

SHISHU
NIKETAN
PUBLIC
SCHOOL,
Sector 5,
Panchkula>>
Arijit Kundu, 97%

Aditi Sharma, 98.80%

Amandeep Mehta, 97%

Abhishree, 97.20%

Sreshtha Ranjan, 98%

Simran Mann, 97.40%

Abhiuday Pant, 96.80%

Lovish, 96.40%

Aarzoo Zaidi, 96%

Harshdeep Kaur, 96%

Bhavya, 96.60%

Payal Rana, 96%

Jagriti, 98%

Pankaj Singh, 98%

Hitesh Mawal, 96.40%

Muskaan, 96.20%

Sachika, 96.20%

SHISHU
NIKETAN MODEL
SENIOR
SECONDARY
SCHOOL,
Sector 22,
Chandigarh>>

BHAVAN
VIDYALAYA
SCHOOL,
Sector 27,
Chandigarh>>

Gundeepika, 98.60%

Anshula, 97.80%

Agrima, 96.80%

Hasleen, 96.60%

ST JOSEPH’S
SENIOR
SECONDARY
SCHOOL,

Divyan Aggrawal, 96%

Mannat, 96%

Tanvi Gupta, 96.2%

NOTE TO SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
School principals are welcome to send good quality
photos of students who have scored 96% or more
in the CBSE Class-10 exams for publication to
htschoolresults@gmail.com. Each student’s picture
should be coloured and sent individually in JPEG
format. Please mention the name, stream and
marks in the title as well.

Sector 44,
Chandigarh>>
Vrishank, 96.20%

Tanushree, 96.20%

Manya Goyal, 97.80%

Jasleen Kaur, 97.80%

Amisha, 99.20%

Harsh Raj, 98.20%
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PERSONAL FINANCE

Get a hold on your gold
AKSHAYA TRITIYA SPECIAL If you want to buy gold
as an investment, get sovereign gold bonds. Also,
restrict the yellow metal to 5% of yyour portfolio
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Do you buy gold every time you
want to make an investment? Well, gold
demand inIndia touched4,345.1 tonnein
2018 compared with 4,159.9 tonne in 2017
and in line with the five-year average of
4,347.5 tonne, according to a report by
WorldGoldCouncil.Clearly,Indianscontinue to buy gold. However, filling your
investmentwithgoldmightnotbeawise
decision. On the occasion of Akshaya
Tritiya,let’slookatdifferentwaystoown
goldandwhetheritmakessensetobuyit:
g

OLD JEWELLERY
youarebuyingjewellery
or use, you need to conder it as an expense. If
d
ou
u are buying gold jewellleryforinvestmentpurposes,youshould
i
t
stayawayfromjewellery.Saythepriceof
goldis₹3,050for1gramwith22Kpurity—
gold jewellery is available in 6k-24k
purity. If you purchase a 10gm-22K-gold
chain, the price of gold will be ₹30,050.
“For jewellery, you have to pay making
charges,whichcanrangefrom6%-22%of
the value of gold,” said Aditya Pethe,
director,Mumbai-basedWHPJewellers.
You also have to pay goods and services
tax (GST) of 3%. At 10% making charges
and 3% GST, the cost of your gold chain
willnowbe₹34,046.65—additionalcostof
₹3,996.65. Meanwhile, the price of 10gm
gold chain in Tanishq is around ₹39,224
(before discounts). Alsoifthere arestuddedgems,thecostwillgoupfurther.You
will lose all the additional cost when you
sell it. ”It carries the feel of physical possession but due to the high making charges, it reduces the resale value,” said
Pawan Agrawal, founder of InvestGuru in
Gu
OLD COINS AND
ARS
A
Gold coins and bars are
notheroptiontobuyphysallgold.Youcanbuyitfrom
jewellery stores, e-commerce websites
andbanks.Unlikejewellery,youcanbuy
coins and bars in 24K purity. However,
like gold jewellery, you have to shell out
for making charges. “The charges can
range between ₹100 and ₹1,000 for gold
coinsandbars,”saidPethe.Thepriceofa
1gm 24K gold coin in Tanishq is around
₹3,900. This compares with ₹3,285.1,
whichisthepriceof1gmof24kgold.Ifyou
are storing coins and bars in a bank
locker, you will also need to factor in the
cost of storage.
Gold coins and bars can work as an
investment option if you don’t have
access to paper gold.

GITAL GOLD
ou can also buy gold on
igitalplatformforaslow
s₹1throughfintechapps.
he
ere are no transaction
costswhilebuyinggold,GSTattherateof
t h b i
3% is applicable. A 10gm of 24k gold,
including taxes will cost ₹33,110.68. “The
gold is sourced directly from refiners
suchasMMTCandavoids,”saidaPayTM
spokesperson. Customers can buy up to
₹1.5 lakh worth of gold in a day. “The prices on the app change dynamically.
Dependingontheday’sprice,customers
can buyapproximately0.00003gmof24K
gold for ₹1,” the spokesperson said.
Though it may be cheaper at the time of
buying, remember that after five years
youhavetomandatorilytakeoutthegold
youhaveaccumulatedinthedigitalform
into physical gold. Also, you have to pay
a co
cost for delivery.
ivery
OLD BONDS
overeign gold bond
o
llows you to invest in
old through a bond
o
he
erethe underlyingasset
is gold. You get a fixed 2.5% per annum
return on the investment amount above
thepricechangeingold.Youcanbuysovereigngoldbondsthroughabankanddistributorwhentheapplicationisopenedto
public.“Sovereigngoldbondsarethepre-

Gold
Bonds

ferred investment option because they
pay a coupon rate unlike other instruments and have no cost,” said Vishal
Dhawan, founder of Plan Ahead Wealth
Advisors. Interest will be credited biannually to your account. But it has a
lock-inperiod.“Optforitifyouareinvestingforlong-term,asithas8-yearduration
and can only be accessed post a 5-year
lock-in,”saidDhawan.Ifyouarelooking
at gold for investment purposes and are
willingtostayinvestedforthelong-term,
g gold bond is a good option.
sovereign
OLD ETFS
old exchange traded
unds(ETFs)trackprices
f gold. “It can be bought
nd
d sold any time. Your
iinvestmenthorizoncouldbelong-termor
h i
short-term for investing in gold ETFs,”
said Agrawal. You need to have a demat
account. “ETFs have costs of brokerage
andthedemataccount,”saidDhawan. A
demat account can cost you nil to ₹3,000
dependingontheplatformyouareusing,
according to Agrawal. There are annual
account maintenance charges. The gold
ETF expense ratio ranges 0.5%-1%,
according to Value Research. If you are
looking to accumulated gold in a paper
form, you can consider gold ETFs. However, take stock o
ever
of the cost attached to it.
OLD MUTUAL
UNDS
n gold mutual funds the
nderlying asset is gold
n
TF
Fs. You do not need a
d
demat
accountt tto invest in gold mutual

quickguide
GROUP TERM LIFE
COVER AT ~20
Here’s a quick snapshot of
Aegon Life Insurance Company’s
group cover:

funds. “Gold fund of funds has the cost
oftheETFplusthefundaswell,”said
Dhawan. As per Value Research,
the expense ratio on gold
mutual funds range from
0.5% to 1.5%. Hence, the
cost to invest in gold
mutual funds will be
higher than gold ETFs.
Theonlyconvenienceis
you don’t need a demat
account. Also, gold
mutual funds may be
suitablebecauseitisaneasier way to stay invested in
ETFs..
ETF

fintech
platform

1

OLD
AVING
CHEMES
n this scheme,
ustomers
ith deposit
it gold or cash
either
for a fixed period of time and
at the end of the period, they
canbuygoldforanamountequalto
the money deposited plus some bonus
amount. “This may not be the most preferredwaytoinvestingoldbecauseatthe
end of 11 months you have to purchase
goldfromthesameshopitself.Youdonot
getmoneyback,”saidAgrawal.Ifyouare
looking to buy jewellery, such schemes
are not advisable. “The government discourages such schemes as there have
been cases of jewellers running away
with the customers’ money at the end of
the policy term. So the government limited the scheme’s maturity period to 12
months only,” said Pethe.

What is it? It is a group term life
cover that provides you cover in case
of death or accident. The plan has
three variants. Death benefit is
available in all options. Gold option 1
gives you protection against
accidental death along with death
benefit, Gold option 2 gives
accidental dismemberment and Gold
option 3 has all three options. It is a
one-year renewable term plan.

ISTOCK

WHAT YOU MUST DO
Gold is not an investment instrument. It
is a hedge against inflation.
Inyouroverallinvestmentportfolio,if
youwantgold,itshouldnotbemorethan
5%.“Withphysicalgoldthereisanadded
burden of safety and storage,” Agrawal
said.
Youneedtoalignyourfinancialgoals,
reviewyouraffordabilityandthendecide
how you want to invest in this precious
metalbecauseglitteraloneisnotenough
for your overall financial plan.

GOLD RUSH A ready reckoner on buying gold this Akshaya Tritiya
PRODUCT

JEWELLERY

COINS AND BARS

Source

Jewellers

Banks, non-banking
finance companies,
jewellers, online

Banks and
distributors

How to buy

Physical visit to
jeweller or online

Physical visit to
jeweller or bank
branch

Apply when bonds are Online mode
open to public

Advantage

Disadvantage

Charges
Who should
buy

Physical possession

Physical possession

SOVEREIGN GOLD BONDS GOLD ETFs

Stock exchange

Get 2.5% fixed interest
per annum, no
additional charges

Can be bought
and sold anytime,
nominal cost

GOLD MUTUAL FUNDS

Jewellery stores

Online platform

Physical or online mode

Physical visit or
online

Apps and websites

Can be bought and sold
anytime, no demat
account required, can
do monthly investment

Monthly savings

Low value, option of
selling or converting
to physical gold

Higher expense ratio
than gold ETFs

The returns are low,
have to mandatorily
buy jewellery, no
flexibility

Mandatory delivery
of physical gold after
5 years

Making charges
of 6-35% will be
applicable
May work for
those who don't
have access to
other investment
options

Charges that have to
be paid at time of
delivery of gold

Requirement of
storage space,
making charges

Making
charges:6-35%;

Making charges of
₹100-₹1,000

Nil

0.5-1% expense
ratio

0.5-1.5% expense ratio

You wish to use it
to wear it and not
as investment

You want to have
gold in physical
form

If you are looking at
gold for investment,
opt for it

Gold ETFs can
work for you if
you want
immediate
liquidity

If you want a
disciplined way to
invest on a monthly
basis in gold, you can
consider it

Required demat
account

8-year tenure with
option to exit from
5th year

SAVINGS WITH JEWELLERS DIGITAL GOLD

Mutual fund houses,
distributors or online
platforms

High making
charges, reduced
resale value, hard
to sell due to
emotional reasons

D AY

If you are looking to
buy gold at small
ticket size and need
physical gold

S P E C I A L

Expecting? Plan for future

The perfect finance gift
you can give your mother
n

IN MY EXPERIENCE AS A PARENT, SMALL
CHILDREN REALLY DO NOT KNOW THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EXPENSIVE AND
NON-EXPENSIVE TOYS AND IT IS THE
PARENTS WHO WANT TO BUY
EVERYTHING IN THE TOY STORE

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: One day at a luxurious spa or an

expensive dinner? More often than not,
such things make it to our list of ideas
when Mother’s Day is round the corner.
This year, try out some personal finance
gifts for your mother:

ILLUSTRATION:
SUDHIR SHETTY

expenses, whichhave become essential
these days like a photo shoot pre- and
postthebaby.Doitonlyifyoucanafford
it and not just because others are doing
it.
It is also important to increase your
emergency fund from 3-6 months of
expensesto6-9monthsofexpenses.Duringpregnancyand with anewborn,you
need to be prepared for emergencies.
Startbuildingthisinanultra-short-term
debt fund.
Typically, once the baby arrives,
there is very little time to think about
othermattersandhenceitisadvisableto
plan in advance regarding investments
for the baby.
These days, relatives and friends
mostlygiftthenewbornincash.Parents
tend to choose child policies believing
that these plans will give good returns
and can be used for higher education.
However, child policies have given
very low returns and it is best to invest
the cash gifts received in equity mutual
funds.
Opening a savings bank account for
the baby is also recommended.
It is also important to add the child to
yourhealthcoveratworkorinanyindividualhealthpolicy.Inallthis,youmust

continuetoplanforyourretirementand
other financial goals as well.
This may be a challenge given the
additional expenses for the baby, especially if there is day care or additional
help at home costs involved. You would
needtohaveahardlookatdifferentcategoriesofexpensesandseewhereyoucan
cutsomeexpenses.Thisisbecauseatan
overall level, the outgo is going to
increase. Soon, you will need to start
saving for the child’s school too.All this
cannot be at the cost of your retirement
planning.
Thus you need to strike a balance
between expenses and saving and try to
stick to the 30/30/40 rule with 40% of
income going towards savings and the
balance being split between expenses
and loan repayments.
Finally, if you are planning to quit
work,youneedtorunafinancialplanto
check if you can really afford to leave
your job.
Having ababy is one of the most wonderful things in your life as well as the
hardestthinginyourlife.Someadvance
planning can make it easier.
Mrin Agarwal is a financial educator,
founder director of Finsafe India Pvt. Ltd
and co-founder of Womantra

AN SIP TO CALL IT HER OWN
Mothers who are homemakers mostly
diverttheirfundsintohouseholdbudgetingorgold.Henceifyouareearning,gifting your mother a financial product will
give her a sense of financial independence. “Attimesmothers may notwantto
take cash from you. A small systematic
investment plan (SIP) will relieve you
from the burden of gifting anything that
requires a lump sum payment. It can be
an investment that she calls it her own,”
saidNisreenMamaji,chiefexecutiveofficer, MoneyWorks Financial Advisors.
Your mother can use the maturity value
when she needs it.
GIFT A FINANCIAL
PLANNING SESSION
“One of the best gifts that you can give to
yourmotherthisMother’sDayisafinancial counselling course with a certified
financial planner,” said Mamaji. Most
parentsadvocatetraditionalinvestment
product.“Itwillopenherupto a worldof
investments where she can begin with
investments spread out across risk profiles.Gradually,keepingherriskappetite
inmind,shecanmovetoequity-oriented
instruments,” Mamaji added. For
instance,sheislikelytolivealonglifeand
hence consider equity. “For 6-7 years
after retirementshe can look at SIPsand
gradually move to equity funds,” said
DeepaliSen,founderofSrujanFinancial
Advisors.
CREATE A BASIC CHECKLIST
Apart from planning on what to do with
hermoneyinfuture,yourmothershould
also be aware of basic financial information. “You could help her create a basic
checklist of all the bank accounts and
passwords, insurance policies with

What does it cover? The product
variant available on Mobikwik covers
the death of the members and
accidental dismemberment (loss of
one or more limbs of the member
within 180 days of the accident).

Sum assured and premiums: You
can choose from three sum assured
variants of ~1 lakh, ~1.5 lakh and ~2
lakh, bundled with an additional ~1
lakh, ~1.5 lakh and ~2 lakh for accident
disability, at no additional cost. The
premiums are ~20, ~30 and ~40
respectively.

5

Should you opt for it? The sum
assured is not adequate. Hence, it is
better to opt for a sum assured that
will take care of expenses of the
family in case of any unforeseen
circumstances.

EEE
WHAT IS IT?
Exempt, exempt, exempt or EEE is tax
implication on your investments. Investment
instrument that has tax status as EEE means you will
get tax benefit when you invest in the form of tax
deduction, you don’t have to pay tax on the returns
generated during the accumulation period and you don’t
have to pay tax when you withdraw the investment and
the accumulated amount.

WHICH PRODUCTS HAVE EEE STATUS?
Your long-term financial instruments such as public
provident fund have EEE status. It means you get tax
benefit on part of the salary when you invest the
money in PPF. When you earn interest on PPF
and when you withdraw the amount on
maturity, you don’t have to pay
tax on the amount.

WHAT IS YOUR
INCOME BRACKET?
There is a shift in income tax
filings towards higher income
brackets
Mar-17

Mar-18

Mar-19
(Data in %)

80.7
80.7
76.2

Up to ~5
lakh

Revati Krishna

MRIN AGARWAL

2
3
4

Where can you buy it? You can buy
it from the insurer. You can also buy
it from fintech platform. For instance,
Gold option 2 is available on
Mobikwik

TERM OF THE DAY

Source: InvestGuru.in, HT Research

M O T H E R ’ S

Youhaveanewarrivalonthewayandso
many things to plan. While you are
reading up about health related
matters, one important thing to
consider is how your finances
will change with a newborn. Of
course, expenses will increase.
Doctor visits, clothes, other items
suchasapram,food,babyformula—the
list is endless.
The first thing you needto do is set up
a budget. Figure out the additional
expenses,pre-andpostthebaby.Before
thebabyisborn,youneedtocheckyour
medical insurance for the amount of
cover, what typeofroom it includes and
other terms and conditions associated
with the health insurance policy to estimate the out-of-pocket expenses.
Mostpolicies,exceptgroupcovers,do
not cover maternity expenses. If you
want to store the stem cells, you need to
have ₹50,000 for the same. Check if you
planforthisfromyoursavingsordoyou
need to break some investments for the
same.
Once the baby is born, the expenses
just don’t stop. People tend to overbuy
clothes and toys and babies outgrow
them really fast. Do remember this and
plan your purchases accordingly.
Buyitemsthathavelong-termutility.
Inmyexperienceasaparent,smallchildren really do not know the difference
between expensive and non-expensive
toysanditistheparentswhowanttobuy
everything that’s in the toy store.
There are other non-essential
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₹₹₹₹₹₹₹
₹₹₹
₹₹₹₹₹₹₹
₹₹₹

~10 lakh to
~20 lakh
ILLUSTRATION:
UNNIKRISHNAN AV

maturity dates and nominee information,”saidDeepaliSen,founderofSrujan
FinancialAdvisors.“Likeanyotherindividual she should keep four to five
months of expenses in an emergency
fund,” Sen added. Another important
thing to add to that checklist is the will,
she added.
DIY FINANCE
Enabling your mother to navigate the
financial world by herself will go a long
way too. “In some cases when women
havebeencompletelydependentontheir
husbandsformanagementoffinances,a
sudden demise can leave them helpless
especiallywhentheyarebitolder.These
include small things like assisting her
with usage of ATMs, equipping her with
bank transactions and likewise,” said
Mamaji.Evenifyourfatherhasbeentakingallthemajorfinancialdecisions,“itis
importantthatyourmotherisawareand
ispartytoallthedecisionsifnotthedecision-maker itself,” said Sen.
READ UP ON NEW LAWS
Theremaybenewerregulationsmaking
financeseasyforseniorcitizensbutyour
bankermaybehesitanttobriefyouabout
them. “A clear example of this is RBI’s
regulation on doorstep banking for seniorcitizens.Yourbankermaynotinform
you and your parents may have to take a
lot of effort for frequent visits (to the
bank),” said Mamaji. A little effort from
yoursideforbeingabreastonregulations
can do wonders for your mother.

12.8
13.1
16.4

~5 lakh to
~10 lakh

4.4
4.1
4.8

~2 lakh to
~50 lakh

1.5
1.5
1.9

~50 lakh
to ~1 crore

0.3
0.3
0.4

Above
~1 crore

0.2
0.2
0.3

Source: Income tax department,
Kotak Economics Research

SUPER RICH DON'T
FOCUS ON GOLD
Gold finds 4% allocation in the
investment portfolio of Indian ultra
high-net-worth individuals
Africa
Asia
Australia
Europe

1%
3%
1%
2%
8%

Latin America
Middle East
North America
Russia

1%
1%
1%
4%

India average
Global average

2%

Source: Knight Frank report
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Chandra eyes maiden PGTI title
PLAYERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP Local
rookie Yuvraj Singh Sandhu is hot on
the leader’s heels in the second place
a shot behind at nine-under-207

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Madappa best
placed Indian,
Jeev struggles
Agencies
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

CHIBA PREFECTURE (JAPAN) : Viraj

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LEADERBOARD

PANCHKULA : Mysuru’s Yashas

Chandra hogged the limelight in
round three of the TATA Steel
PGTI Players Championship at
the Panchkula Golf Club on
Thursday.
Chandra stormed into the
lead with the day’s best score of
seven-under-65.
The 24-year-old playing only
his second season as a professional jumped 11 positions from
his overnight tied 12th to go
one clear of the field at 10-under206.
He is closely followed by
22-year-old rookie Yuvraj Singh
Sandhu (71) of Chandigarh who
hung on to his overnight second
place to be hot on the leader’s
heels at nine-under-207.
Interestingly, there is the
prospect of witnessing a new
champion on the TATA Steel
PGTI on Friday, as both Yashas
and Yuvraj are yet to win their
maiden title.
Panchkula’s Angad Cheema,
the halfway leader, shot a 75 on
Thursday that saw him slip to
tied fifth. He now lies three off
the pace.
Yashas Chandra (67-74-65),
currently placed eighth on the
PGTI order of merit, had made a
brilliant start to the week with a
67 that was punctuated with a
record three eagles.
However, Chandra dropped
off the radar with an ordinary
second round of 74 that placed
him seven shots behind the
lead.
But he was back in the mix
once again on day three following a 65 that featured as many as
nine birdies and a double-bogey.
Chandra’s birdies on the first
two holes were negated by his
double-bogey on the fourth
where he found the bushes with
his tee shot.
Thereafter, it was one-way
traffic for the Karnataka golfer
as his precise hitting and consistent putting earned him
seven more birdies. Notable
among Chandra’s birdies was
the one on the par-4 11th where
he drove the green.
Chandra, who has a runner-up finish, one other top-10
and three more top-20s to his
credit this season, said, “My
ball-striking, bunker shots and
putting were spot-on today.
I had 15 greens in regulation
and made 27 putts. The momentum has been building up
well for me this year. I’m growing in confidence with each
passing event.
“I’ve so far not been able to
put four good rounds together.
I’ve shot at least one poor round
in all recent events. I want to
improve that aspect of my
game,” he added.

Yashas Chandra (206), Yuvraj
Singh Sandhu (207), Mukesh
Kumar (208), Gaurav Pratap
Singh (208), Om Prakash
Chouhan (209) Angad Cheema
(209) Udayan Mane (210),
Rashid Khan (210), Tapy Ghai
(211), Syed Saqib Ahmed (211),
Anura Rohana (212), Shamim
Khan (212) C Muniyappa (212),
Kshitij Naveed Kaul (212), Veer
Ahlawat (212), Jyoti Randhawa
(212), Sunit Chowrasia (213),
Trishul Chinnappa (213), Sanjay
Kumar (213)

“It’s a tight leaderboard so
the final round will be all about
staying patient. There are quite
a few players in the leading pack
who are capable of shooting
a low number on the final
day. The key for me would be
to keep the errors out and
also try to shoot a score of about
four to five-under,” Chandra
said.
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu
(71-65-71), who had produced the
second day’s best round, continued to be in the hunt on the third
day as a result of his 71 that featured four birdies, a bogey and a
double-bogey.
Sandhu was in a spot of
bother when he made the turn at
two-over. However, he pulled it
back with three birdies on the
back-nine.
Noida’s Gaurav Pratap Singh
made waves on day three as he
climbed from tied 12th to tied
third thanks to his error-free 67.
His tournament tally stood at
eight-under-208.
Mukesh Kumar (71) of Mhow
continued to be in tied third for
the second consecutive day.
Angad Cheema sank a lone
birdie in exchange for two
bogeys and a double-bogey during his round of 75. Cheema thus
dropped four spots to tied fifth at
seven-under-209. Om Prakash
Chouhan (71) of Mhow also took
a share of fifth.
Delhi’s Rashid Khan (73) and
Pune-based Udayan Mane (71)
occupied tied seventh place at
six-under-210.
Jyoti Randhawa (68) moved
up to tied 11th at four-under-212
while defending champion N
Thangaraja (70) of Sri Lanka
was in tied 20th at two-under214.
Chandigarh golfer Aadil Bedi
was tied 26th with one-under
215, while Karandeep Kochhar
was placed tied 31st with a total
score of par 216.
Harendra Gupta was placed
tied 39th with one-over 217,
while another local golfer Abhijit Singh Chadha was placed tied
53rd with a six over 222.

Chess from May 11

n

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Chess association will conduct
Chandigarh Open U-25, U-15,
U-9 and girls chess championship at New Public School, Sector 18, from May 11 to 12 .
Top four players from the
under-25 and under-15 category
will be selected to represent
Chandigarh at the nationals.
From the under-9 category,
top two boys and girls will represent Chandigarh at the
nationals. Reporting time for

the first round is 9:30am.
Vipnesh Bhardwaj can be
contacted at 9814615100 for
details.
TENNIS FROM MAY 18
CHANDIGARH : Total Tennis Open
tournament for boys’ and girls’
U-10, U-12, U-14, U-16 singles will
be held at Total Tennis Academy(YMCA), Sector 11, from
May 18 to May 19.
Interested players are
advised to send their entries by
May 17 till 5:30pm.
For details contact Anupam
Chhetri at 08146895130.

Yuvraj Singh
Sandhu is placed
second.

HT Correspondent
n

n

Yashas Chandra stormed into the lead with the day’s best score of
seven-under-65 in round three of the TATA Steel PGTI Players
Championship at the Panchkula Golf Club on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

chandrasays

›

My ball-striking,
bunker shots and
putting were spot-on
today.I had 15 greens
in regulation and made
27 putts.
On his round

›

The final round will be
all about staying
patient. There are quite a
few players in the leading
pack who are capable of
shooting a low number
On his chances of winning
n

Sports fest held
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

Om Prakash Chouhan was placed tied-5th along with Angad
Cheema going into the final round.
SANT ARORA/HT

MOHALI: Super Strikers Football
Academy, Panchkula, won the
under-12 soccer title in the twoday Sportsaga’s sports fest
recently held in Mohali.
Manav Rachna International
School (MRIS) won the U-10 mud
soccer (school category), while
Velocity Football Academy won
the U-10 mud soccer in academy
section. In the U-14 mud soccer
(academy) category, Indian
Cheetas won the title, while in
the school category, Chitkara
International won the title.

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com
n

NEW DELHI: Last year’s junior

Players in action during a match between Central SSB Women FC (in red) and Gokulam Kerala FC
GURPREET SINGH/HT
(green) at Guru Nanak Stadium, in Ludhiana on Thursday.

HT Correspondent
n

Ganemat Sekhon shot 72 out of 75 on qualification day one. HT PHOTO

tions, respectively. Reigning
Olympic champion Diana Bacosi
of Italy was leading the field with
a score of 74 out of 75. Besides
Ganemat, there were three other
women on 72, including American legend Kimberly Rhode.

Day 2 will also be the first
day of qualifying for the
Men’s Skeet event, where India’s
Mairaj Ahmad Khan, Angad Vir
Singh Bajwa and Sheeraz Sheikh
will be fighting for medals and
quota places.

Day 1, however made up for his
struggles, making his move in
the morning and jumping to the
second position. He recorded a
remarkable timing of 01:10:11 in
SS4 for a cumulative tally of
03:25:46, just three minutes off
the leader. Samrat Yadav
((co-driver Kunal Kashyap) held
on to his third position.
Metge of TVS Racing was the
unquestioned leader in the Moto
Category, with a total time of
02:03:34 hours after SS 1 and 2 on
Wednesday and SS4 on Thursday.
Chasing him was India’s star
biker CS Santosh of Hero Motosports (02:11:20) and Abdul Wahid
Tanveer, also of TVS Racing.

MORE YOUNGSTERS COMING
INTO GAME, SAYS COACH POOJA

HT Correspondent

n

BIKANER : Defending champion
Aabhishek Mishra gave a
glimpse of his vast experience as
he befriended tough terrains and
blazing conditions to surge into
the lead after SS4 on Day 2 of the
Desert Storm here on Thursday.
The Team Sparky’s Garage
star, with Srikanth Gowda as
co-driver, made the most of overnight leader Sunny Sidhu’s misfortune in the Extreme Category
to wrest back the initiative with
a total time of 03:22:46 hours after
the morning stage.
Team Mahindra Adventure’s
Sidhu (with Ashwin Naik) had
looked in fine fettle on Day 1 but
the heat got to him and his car,
throwing him to the middle of the
pack after SS4.
His teammate Gaurav Gill
(and Musa Sherif), who was trailing in the fourth position after

SNAG DERAILS
CHANDIGARH RALLYIST
SUNNY SIDHU FROM
OVERNIGHT LEAD

Gokulam Kerala FC decimate SSB Women FC

Strong start for Ganemat
World Cup bronze medallist
Ganemat Sekhon of India on
Thursday returned the joint
third-best score in the Women’s
Skeet event at this year’s third
International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) World Cup
Shotgun stage 2 in Changwon,
Korea.
The shooter from Chandigarh
shot a credible 72 out of 75 on
qualification day one to lie seventh in a 56-strong field.
Two more rounds of 25 shots
each are scheduled for day two
before the top-six make it to the
final round, also scheduled for
day two on Friday.
Besides a coveted ISSF World
Cup medal, there are also two
Tokyo 2020 Olympic quota places
to be won in the event.
Two other Indians in the fray
-- Maheshwari Chauhan with 66
and Rashmmi Rathore with 62 -were lying at 35th and 49th posi-

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HERO INDIAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE

WORLD CUP SHOTGUN

n

GOLF CAMP AT CGA
FROM MAY 21
CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Golf Association (CGA) will conduct Summer Golf coaching
camp from May 21 to 30 at CGA
golf range, Sector 6. The morning
and evening sessions will aim at
teaching the trainees the basics
of the game with new golf aids.
Balls and other equipment will
also be provided by CGA Golf
Range. Mahesh Kumar assisted
by Sarvar Hussain and Rajinder
Kumar will conduct the camp.
The camp will conclude with a
competition on the last day. For
additional information Mahesh
Kumar can be contacted at
9876119536.

Defending champ
Mishra surges into
lead at Desert Storm

HT Correspondent
HT Correspondent

Madappa was the best placed
Indian at tied 21st after managing a one-over 72 at the Asia-Pacific Diamond Cup while his
compatriots struggled in blustery conditions, here Thursday.
Khalin Joshi had just one
birdie against two bogeys for a 73
and was T-33, while S Chikkarangappa (74) was further down
in T-65. The others needed strong
second rounds to have any
chance of making the halfway
cut. Ajeetesh Sandhu and Rahil
Gangjee shot 76 each and were
T-97, while Shiv Kapur and Jeev
Milkha Singh carded 77 each to
be T-113. Amateur Anant Singh
Ahlawat shot 10-over 81.
With just 12 of the 144 players
breaking par, the leader was
Thailand’s Danthai Boonma,
who shot four-under 67. None of
the Indians broke par. Madappa,
who broke through for his first
win at the Take Solutions Masters last year, had three birdies
against four bogeys. The three
birdies came in the first 10 holes
and was he well placed at threeunder and among the front runners, but four bogeys in four successive holes on the back nine
from the 12th to 15th pushed him
back.
Danthai marked his card with
two birdies and an eagle to stay
ahead at the Sobu Country Club.
Danthai has won twice this year,
once in a domestic event in Feb-

ruary and on the Japan Challenge Tour last month.
Australia’s Brendan Jones
remained a threat to Danthai’s
title ambitions as he trails the
Thai by one after signing for a 68
to share second place with
Japan’s Tomoyo Ikemura. Asia’s
first Major winner, YE Yang of
Korea returned with a 69 to take
tied-fourth place while Thailand’s Prayad Marksaeng, Prom
Meesawat together with Philippines’ Miguel Tabuena and
Japan’s Shugo Imahira are
bunched in equal ninth place
after they posted matching 70s.
The Asia-Pacific Diamond
Cup is the Asian Tour’s first stop
in Japan this season and second
of four co-sanctioned events with
the Japan Golf Tour Organisation (JGTO) this year.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Gokulam Kerala FC
decimated SSB Women FC by 5-0
and moved a step close to the
quarter-finals with their third
consecutive win.
Anju Tamang was the star of
the show as she broke the deadlock in just 14 seconds after the
match began. With this goal, the
Indian international Tamang
became the fastest goal scorer of
the session. SSB women kept on
attacking the Gokulam net while
searching for the equalizer but
Gokulam’s defence ruined the
efforts of the SSB players.
In the 39th minute, Gokulam’s
mid fielder Anita Rawat added
another goal for the team by
kicking the ball into the net after
receiving the pass from

Gokulam’s forward Sanju. The
first half ended in favour of
Gokulam, leading by 2-0.
Gokulam maintained their
momentum in the second half.
Within a minute after the second
half began, Ranjana Chanu
kicked the ball past SSB’s goalkeeper Manju. With time rolling
out, SSB was losing the hope of
winning as Gokulam was leading
with 3-0. In the 74th minute,
Bawitlung Vanlalhriattiri added
the fourth goal for Gokulam and
Tamang added another goal in
the second-last minute of regulation time to make it another
5-goal victory. Gokulam have
now taken a massive lead at the
top of the group 2 table with nine
points. They are followed by FC
Alakhpura, SSB, Hans Women
FC and Panjim footballers, all of
whom have just three points on

the board so far.
FC ALAKHPURA FALTER
AS PANJIM SCORE WIN
FC Alakhpura faltered as Panjim
registered their first victory in
the Hero Indian Women’s
League at the Guru Nanak Stadium on Thursday.
It was a close encounter
between both the teams, but Panjim’s forward Karishma Shirvoikar helped the team earn two
goals.
Panjim’s defender Scindia
Saudatikar earned the player of
the match award by displaying
powerful defending skills, keeping Alakhpura FC off the net.
Karishma gave Panjim an
early lead.
She broke Alakhpura’s offside
trap, ran on to an aerial
ball, which was played in behind

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Former India
U-19 International, Pooja
Joon Narwal, is one
amongst many female players who succumbed to societal pressure and bid farewell to the game in the
prime of their lives. Currently, assistant coach of
the FC Alakhpura side in
the Hero Indian Women’s
League, Pooja, has carved
her career in the game
despite obstacles. Harbouring an intense passion for
the game since childhood,
Pooja started joining the
district side . Her creditable
performances at the school
nationals fetched her place
in the Indian U-19 side that
played AFC U-19 Championship in Goa in 1999, making her the first woman
from Haryana to be selected
in any national football
team across all age-groups.

the defence and slipped it
past the Alakhpura keeper
Neelam in the 9th minute of the
match. After getting the lead,
Panjim focused on their defensive line and kept Alakhpura at
bay, ending the first half in their
favour.
In the second half, it was again
Karishma, who paced in towards
Alakhpura’s block, and successfully placed an aerial ball in the
net to add another point to the
tally in the 56th minute.
Alakhpura kept on making
attempts. but was not able to

Although Pooja earned success at the national and the
university level, her career
in international football
was short lived.
“I had got national team
call-ups a couple of times,
but sadly I couldn’t turn up.
The timing of those camps
always clashed with my college exams, and my parents
advised me to secure my
future through studies,”
said Pooja. She recalled that
lack of better guidance
resulted in wrong choices.
“I felt really sad, leaving the
sport in my early twenties.”
Pooja believes that comparatively, the modern day
situation is much more
favourable for the youngsters. “We are at an exciting
stage right now. Next year,
we will have the FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup, and
that will surely help bring a
lot of awareness about
women’s football in the
country,” she said.

break through the Panjim’s
defence.
It was in the 71st minute when
Samiksha, an Indian international player, beat the trap and
went for a goal for Alakhpura,
but it was not sufficient as Panjim maintained the lead till the
last whistle.
So far, Panjim Footballers has
played two matches in which the
team has lost their first match
against the Hans Woman Football Club, while it was the third
match of Alakhpura and they
have won only one match.
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shortstories
BODY WITH HEAD
SEVERED FOUND
LUDHIANA : A body with its head
severed was found near the Rail
Mail Service office at the railway
station on Thursday. ASI Kashmir
Singh of the Government Railway
Police, said though it appeared to
be a suicide case, they had not
ruled out murder, as the head
seemed to have been severed
from the body using a sharpedged weapon. He said the body
had been kept at the mortuary of
HTC
civil hospital.

Two wagons of goods
train derail at Dhuri
LUDHIANA: Two wagons of a
goods train got derailed at Dhuri,
near the Himmatana railway
station on Thursday.
››P3

debate of
the week
A BETTER TOMORROW

WHAT DO YOU
EXPECT FROM
THE NEXT MP?
With polling for the Lok
Sabha elections less than two
weeks away, candidates are
turning no stone unturned to
woo the voters. From roadshows to rallies, from public
meetings to door-to-door
campaigning, candidates are
going all out with their
promises to ensure victory.
With Ludhiana constituency
reeling under a host of issues,
such as pollution, poor
garbage management,
broken roads and high crime
rate, what are your expectations from the next MP?
Send your inputs to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by May 12.

16% students flunk
PSEB Class 10
exams in district

KINDNESS KNOWS NO SEASON

POOR SHOW Though pass percentage rose 15% from last
year, 1,498 students were demoted, 5,172 got compartment
Deepa Sharma Sood
n

deepa.sharma@htlive.com

SCHOOL’S IMPRESSIVE TURN AROUND

LUDHIANA : As many as 16.7% stu-

dents, who took the Punjab
School Education Board (PSEB)
Class 10 examinations from Ludhiana district this year, flunked
the exams.
Of the 39,742 students, who
appeared in the exam earlier this
year, 6,670 students failed to clear
it, including 5,172, who got compartment in different subjects,
and 1,498 who were demoted.
Among the 5,172 compartment
students, 2,043 belong to government schools. However, at 1,218,
more students from private
school students were demoted,
compared to the 280 students
from government schools.
The overall pass percentage of
the district saw a rise of 15.7% —
from 67.27% in 2018 to 82.97% this
year. This is a significant jump
from the 49% result in 2017.
District education officer
(DEO), secondary, Swaranjit
Kaur, said, “Ludhiana district’s
students have been performing
well every year, and this year,
students from six government
schools have made it to the provisional merit list.”
“The pass percentage of our
district has also improved. I
believe next year, the results will

Interestingly, 2018’s worst-performing school, Government
High School, Mallah, produced
100% results this year.
All 29 students passed the
exams. Last year, of the 36
students, 17 got compartment
and 10 flunked, leading to a

pass percentage of just 25%.
School in-charge Charanjit
Singh, said, “Last year, shortage
of teachers affected the results.
So, more teachers were hired,
who worked hard to produce
these results.”

WORST PERFORMERS
Government Senior Secondary
School, Chaunta, managed a
pass percentage of just 36.69%.
As many as 139 students
appeared in the Class 10 board
exams. While 51 students
cleared them, 44 got compartimprove further, and the number
of students receiving compartment will come down,” she said.
“Subject mentors will be asked
to identify students with low
scores to help them score well in
the future,” she said.
A school principal, requesting
anonymity, said the main reasons behind students flunking
exams were faculty shortage and
poor attendance in schools, adding that 75% attendance must be
made compulsory for students of
board classes.

ment and 44 failed. At Government Senior Secondary School,
Ikolaha, of the 47 students, who
took the exams, 16 got compartment and 12 flunked,
managing a pass percentage of
40.43%.
155 SCHOOLS GET
100% RESULT
Of the 1,055 schools affiliated to
the PSEB in the district, 155
schools achieved 100% results.
Among these, 57 are government
schools.
JS Sekhon, principal, Government Senior Secondary School,
Multipurpose, that got 100%
result, said, “Three students of
our school scored above 90%,
with one securing 93% marks. We
have dedicated teachers that
helped us achieve 100% results.”

n

LABOURER HELD
FOR SNATCHINGS;
BIKE, PHONE
RECOVERED
HT Correspondent
n

Depressed over his
ailments, elderly
man ends life
LUDHIANA : Depressed due to his
illnesses, a 76-year-old man committed suicide by hanging himself at his house in Tilak Nagar
on Tibba Road on Thursday
morning.
The deceased was identified as
Om Prakash. Police recovered a
suicide note from his person that
stated that he was depressed due
to his failing health and was ending his life at his own will.
According to his family, Prakash
was a heart patient and also had
diabetes.
His son Kamaldeep said he ran
a factory on the ground floor of
the building, while he, along
with his family, lived on the first
floor. On Thursday, around
10:30am, one of his factory workers went to the second floor to
use the toilet, where he saw his
father’s body hanging from the
ceiling fan.
The family sounded the Tibba
Police, who reached the spot and
initiated investigation.
Inspector Paramjit Singh, station house officer (SHO), Tibba
police station, said the police had
initiated inquest proceedings
under Section 174 of the Criminal
Procedure Code on the stateHTC
ment of Kamaldeep.

H E A LT H C A M P S N E A R B U D D H A N U L L A H

Six patients test positive for
hep C at Maniyewal village
HT Corrrespondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:Out of the 15 suspected

cases of hepatitis C, which came
to fore at the Maniyewal village in
Sidhwan Bet during a screening
camp organised by the district
health department on Wednesday, six cases have come out positive.
However, health officials
maintained that hepatitis C was
not a water-borne disease, and
could not have been caused due to
Buddha Nullah’s pollution.
Following directions from the
monitoring committee of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
to keep a check on water-borne
diseases and cancer, which were
allegedly spreading their roots in
the areas surrounding Buddha
Nullah, the health department on
Wednesday had organised camps
in Walipur Kalan and Maniyewal
villages.
Dr Gurlal Singh, senior medical officer (SMO), Sidhwan Bet,
confirmed that six of the 15 cases
were found positive for hepatitis
C in Maniyewal village, adding
that the patients will be treated

›

Hepatitis C is not a
water-borne disease.
There must be more cases
in the villages, but the
patients do not report them
for fear of being ostracised.
People should come
forward and seek medical
attention timely.
Dr GURLAL SINGH,
senior medical officer, Sidhwan Bet

free of cost at the Ludhiana civil
hospital.
“Hepatitis C is not a waterborne disease. There must be
more cases in the villages, but the
patients do not report them for
fear of being ostracised. The diseases is not contagious, and people should come forward and seek
medical attention timely,” he
added.
The medical team had found 34
patients suffering from waterborne diseases. Of these, 29 com-

plained of abdominal ailments,
while five children had dental fluorosis (tooth discolouration).
“It cannot be said for certain
that these diseases were outcome
of Buddha Nullah pollution. They
can be caused by other factors as
well. None of those examined
during the screening camps had
cancer,” Dr Singh said.
During the visit of the NGT’s
monitoring committee on May 1,
Faridkot-based NGO Bhai Ghanaiya Cancer Roko Sewa Society
had submitted a memorandum to
the panel demanding health
check-up camps in Walipur
Kalan and Maniyewal villages.
The NGO had alleged that a large
number of residents were suffering from water-borne diseases
due to the nullah’s pollution.
According to the World Health
Organization, the hepatitis C
virus is a bloodborne virus, and
the most common modes of infection are through exposure to
small quantities of blood. This
may happen through injection
drug use, unsafe injection practices, unsafe health care, and the
transfusion of unscreened blood
and blood products.

Despite the mercury touching 41.4 degrees, Rajinder Singh Khalsa of Manakwal village is not deterred from serving water to cyclists
and two-wheeler riders braving the scorching sun at the Bharat Nagar Chowk in Ludhiana. Repeatedly refilling glasses with filtered
water from a nearby shop, Khalsa ensures he brings some relief to the commuters.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The Jagatpuri police
claim to have solved two snatching cases with the arrest of a
21-year-old labourer.
He was identified as Sajan
Kumar of Bindra Colony, Karabara Chowk. His accomplice,
Patisa, is at large. The police
recovered a stolen motorcycle,
and a mobile phone, which
Sajan snatched from a woman
on April 15.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Kapil Kumar, in-charge, Jagatpuri police post, said Sajan was
arrested from Jagatpuri area
following a tip-off .
He was crossing through the
area on a motorcycle when the
police stopped him for checking.
But, he failed to produce documents of the motorcycle.
On being interrogated, he
confessed to have stolen the
vehicle to carry out snatchings.
The ASI said the accused had
snatched the handbag of one
Jyoti Malhi of Rajesh Nagar,
Haibowal, on April 15. It contained a mobile phone, a gold
chain, ₹5,000 in cash and some
documents.
A case under Sections 379-B
(snatching) and 34 (acts done in
furtherance of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
was registered in this regard at
the Haibowal police station.
The woman’s mobile phone
and her Aadhaar card were
recovered from him.
The ASI said efforts were on
to nab Sajan’s accomplice.

Shimlapuri woman booked
for selling woman to UP man
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : In a shocking case of
human trafficking, a 55-year-old
Shimlapuri woman allegedly
abducted a female domestic help
and sold her to a man in Bareilly,
Uttar Pradesh, for ₹80,000.
The Shimlapuri police have
registered a case on the complaint of the victim’s husband.
The accused has been identified as Baljinder Kaur of Barota
Road, Shimlapuri.
In his complaint, the victim’s
husband said he was unemployed
for the past three years after he
met with an accident. Since then,
his wife started working as a
domestic help for their livelihood. They have two daughters

and a son, who are all married.
He said on April 4, his wife left
the house stating that she was
going to Samrala for some work,
and will return after 15 days. But
soon after, her phone was
switched off, and he was unable to
contact her.
He alleged that around 10 days
ago, his wife called their daughter, and told her that one Baljinder Kaur had sold her to a man in
Bareilly for marriage.
Later, their daughter received
a call from a man, who revealed
that he had bought her mother
from Baljinder for ₹80,000. If they
wanted her back, they needed to
pay him the amount. Thereafter,
the victim’s husband lodged a
police complaint.
ASI Jarnail Singh, in-charge,

Basant Park police post, said acting swiftly, they arrested the
woman, who confessed to have
sold the domestic help in Bareilly
for money. “A team has been despatched to Bareilly to rescue the
victim. The man who bought her
will also be arrested,” he added.
A case under Sections 370 (trafficking of persons) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code has been registered against the accused.
The ASI said Baljinder was facing trials in other criminal
cases. She, along with her accomplices, was arrested in February
2016 for buying and selling a
newborn.
Baljinder was produced before
a court on Thursday, and sent to
five-day police custody.

VOT I N G FO R C H A N G E

With glimmer of hope, 91 transgenders ready to vote

›

Due to insensitivity of
election officials towards
them and multiple steps
involved, transgenders often
do not get their category
changed from male or
female to third gender.

Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Hoping for an equal
status in society, as many as
91 transgenders living in Ludhiana have enrolled themselves as voters under the
pigeonhole of the third gender category.
Transgender people have a
gender identity or gender
expression that differs from
their assigned sex.
Out of the 91 transgender
voters, residing in Ludhiana
district, as many as 71 are registered in Ludhiana parliamentary constituency, while
20 will vote from the areas
falling under Fatehgarh
Sahib constituency. In Ludhiana constituency, the maximum transgender voters are
in Ludhiana East assembly
constituency at 22.
Their expectation from the
next government — equal

MOHINI MAHAN, project director,
NGO Mansa Foundation

rights and protection at
home, work and school, and
in society in general.
SECLUSION MOST
HAUNTING
Facing mass ridicule from
society, transgenders are
forced to live under deplorable conditions, with less to no
basic rights. With many of
them facing discrimination
from their own families, they

are forced to join the “derra”,
which are small colonies for
transgenders, where they are
pushed into begging.
Even though the Rights of
Transgender Person Bill,
2014, was passed in the Parliament, with an aim to end the
discrimination faced by the
transgenders in India, acceptability in society continues to
remain a lonely struggle for
them.

A transgender, who
refused to name herself, said,
“We are often mocked and
made fun of. People choose to
abruptly move away if they
spot us standing in their presence, which is disheartening
and evokes an obnoxious feeling of unworthiness.”
“Despite being academically qualified, we are not
provided jobs, with most of us
are being rejected in interviews,” she added. If discrimination was not enough, transgenders also face ragging and
bullying. “People often gaze
at us as if we are criminals,”
she said.
Mohini Mahant, project
director, Mansa Foundation,
an NGO that helped transgenders enrol in the voters’ lists,
said, “Due to hatred and mistrust of people who are transgender, many transgenders
continue to hide their identity
from the world for the fear of

losing jobs and being ostracised.”
“I have been working for
years to get transgenders registered as voters and get their
voter identity cards made
under the division of third
gender category. But due to
insensitivity of election officials towards them and multiple steps involved, transgenders often do not get their category changed from male or
female to third gender,” she
added.
She said transgenders also
often feared to report crime
against them due to discrimination or inaction at the
police’s hands.
“But despite all these hindrances and society maligning us for who we are, we are
willing to ensure our participation in the elections,
because we believe each vote
can make a difference,” said
Madan, another transgender.
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HERO INDIAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE

17-yr-old Chashmeet Gokulam Kerala FC decimates SSB Women FC
to represent country
in World Roller Games
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MATCHES TODAY

LUDHIANA: Gokulam Kerala FC

ON A ROLL Clinched a gold medal in 500m, a bronze medal
in 1,000m event in national school games held in Karnataka
Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Seventeen-year-old

Chashmeet Singh Sehgal has
made it into the Indian squad
that will represent the nation in
the World Roller Games 2019,
which will be held at Barcelona
in Spain from June 27 to July 14.
City-based skater Chashmeet
is the only player from the state
to represent the nation in the
World Roller Games.
There are total 17 skaters from
different states, including
Chashmeet, who will take part in
the event.
Class-12 student Chashmeet
took part in the trials conducted
by the Roller Skating Federation
of India in Maharashtra from
May 1 to 5. Later, on the basis of
performances, names of 17 speed
skaters were announced.
A student of Sacred Heart Senior Secondary School, BRS
Nagar, Chashmeet aims to win a
medal for the country while

n

City-based skater Chashmeet
is the only player from the state
to represent India in the World
Roller Games to be held in
HT PHOTO
Barcelona, Spain.

playing in the Indian team and
aspires to become a mechanical
engineer.
“I devote two hours in the
morning and two hours in the
evening for practice under the
guidance of JS Dhaliwal,” he
said, adding that time management accompanied with hard

Girls outshine
boys in exam
for scholarship

work and support from parents
was his success mantra.
Around 10 years ago when
Chashmeet was seven-year-old,
he used to observe his brother
Bhavjot Singh practising and
used to feel proud when Bhavjot
used to bring home medals.
At present, Bhavjot Singh is
pursuing civil engineering and is
a national-level medallist in
skating.
Chashmeet’s father Barjinder
Singh said, “Chashmeet was
inspired from Bhavjot and took
up skating.”
Chashmeet had clinched a
gold medal in 500m and a bronze
medal in 1,000m event in the
national school games held at
Belgaum in Karnataka in
January.
Earlier, he won one gold
medal and three silver medals in
the open state championship
held in Amritsar in October and
won gold medals in National
Roller Skating Championship
held in Chennai in January 2018.

decimated SSB Women FC by 5-0
and moved a step close to the
quarter-finals with their third
consecutive win in Hero Indian
Women’s League at the Guru
Nanak Stadium on Thursday.
Anju Tamang was the star of
the show as she broke the deadlock in just 14 seconds after the
match began. With this goal, the
Indian international Tamang
became the fastest goal scorer of
the session.
SSB women kept on attacking
the Gokulam net while searching for the equalizer but
Gokulam’s defence ruined the
efforts of the SSB players.
In the 39th minute, Gokulam’s
mid fielder Anita Rawat added
another goal for the team by
kicking the ball into the net after
receiving the pass from
Gokulam’s forward Sanju. The
first half ended in favour of
Gokulam, leading by 2-0.
Gokulam maintained their
momentum in the second half.
Within a minute after the second
half began, Ranjana Chanu
kicked the ball past SSB’s goalkeeper Manju. With time rolling
out, SSB was losing the hope of
winning as Gokulam was leading
with 3-0. In the 74th minute,
Bawitlung Vanlalhriattiri added
the fourth goal for Gokulam and
Tamang added another goal in

n Baroda Football Academy

vs Manipur Police Sports
Club at Guru Nanak
Stadium at 8am
n SAI –STC Cuttack Vs Sethu
FC at GHG Khalsa College
ground at 8am
n Bangalore United Football
Club Vs FC Kolhapur City
at Guru Nanak Stadium
at 4:30pm

n

Players in action during a match between Central SSB Women FC (in red) and Gokulam Kerala FC
GURPREET SINGH/HT
(green) at the Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on Thursday.

the second-last minute of regulation time to make it a 5-goal victory. Gokulam have now taken a
massive lead at the top of the
group 2 table with nine points.
They are followed by FC Alakhpura, SSB, Hans Women FC and
Panjim footballers.
FC ALAKHPURA
FALTERS AS PANJIM
GO FOR FIRST WIN
Earlier in the day, FC Alakhpura

faltered as Panjim registered
their first victory in the
tournament at the Guru Nanak
Stadium.
It was a close encounter
between both the teams, but Panjim’s forward Karishma Shirvoikar helped the team earn two
goals.
Panjim’s defender Scindia
Saudatikar earned the player of
the match award by displaying
powerful defending skills, keep-

ing Alakhpura FC off the net.
Karishma gave Panjim an
early lead. She broke Alakhpura’s offside trap, ran on to an
aerial ball, which was played in
behind the defence and slipped it
past the Alakhpura keeper
Neelam in the 9th minute of the
match.
After getting the lead, Panjim
focused on their defensive line
and kept Alakhpura at bay,
ending the first half in their

favour.
In the second half, it was again
Karishma, who paced in towards
Alakhpura’s block, and successfully placed an aerial ball in the
net to add another point to the
tally in the 56th minute.
Alakhpura kept on making
attempts. but was not able to
break through the Panjim’s
defence.
It was in the 71st minute when
Samiksha, an Indian international player, beat the trap and
went for a goal for Alakhpura,
but it was not sufficient as Panjim maintained the lead till the
last whistle.
So far, Panjim Footballers has
played two matches in which the
team has lost their first match
against the Hans Woman Football Club, while it was the third
match of Alakhpura and they
have won only one match.

CBSECLASS10RESULTS
GURU NANAK
PUBLIC SCHOOL
Sarabha Nagar,
Ludhiana >>

NMMS EXAM RESULT Of total 229 students
of Class 8 who were selected, 148 are girls

Bavanjot Singh, 95.8%

Divneet Kaur, 95%

Jasleen Kaur, 95.2%

Bani Rikhraj, 95%

Jasmine Kaur, 95%

Sargam Jain, 98.6%

Shubham Gupta, 98%

Shachi Gupta, 98.6%

Pareekshit Sharma, 97%

Anshita Arora, 96.8%

Stuti Garg, 98.6%

Pooja Jindal, 98.2%

Jaskaran Bhalla, 97.2%

Prabhnoor Kaur, 95%

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Girls outshined boys as
is evident from the results of a
scholarship exam declared by the
State Council Educational
Research and Training (SCERT)
on Thursday.
A total of 4,465 students from
Ludhiana had appeared in the
National Means-cum-Merit
Scholarship (NMMS) exam held
in November 2018, and out of total
229 students of Class 8 who
cleared the exam, 148 are girls
and 81 are boys.
Rohit Singh, a student of
Government Senior Secondary
School, Bhundri, scored
128 marks out of 180, which
was the highest score in the
district.
Simranjit Kaur from
Government Senior Secondary
School, Maksudra, scored 127
marks and Surinder Singh from
Government High School,
Baini Arayian, scored 122 marks.
Jashanpreet Kaur from Government Middle School, Giaspura, and Saniya Bisht of
Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Bharat Nagar,
and Navpreet from Government
High School, Salem Tabri, scored
121 marks each in the exam.
Rohit, 14, who hails from Ludhiana’s Bhundri village said, “I
had started the preparation for
the NMMS exam when I was in

KUNDAN VIDYA
MANDIR SCHOOL

RYAN
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

Ludhiana >>

Jamalpur ,
Ludhiana >>

n

Preksha Sachdeva, 98.4%

Rohit Singh, a student of
Government Senior Secondary
School, Bhundri, scored 128
marks, which was the highest
score in the district
HT PHOTO

Class 7. I was guided by my subject teachers of science, mathematics and social studies,” he
said.
Rohit, son of a clerk, who
works in a steel factory, aspires to
become an engineer.
His father Manpreet Singh is
proud of his achievement and
mother Karamjit Singh prepares
mid-day meal in the same school
where Rohit studies.
ABOUT NMMS EXAM
NMMS is a centrally-sponsored
scheme for Class 8 students and
the exam is conducted every year
in November by the SCERT, Punjab. A student who qualifies the
exam becomes eligible for ₹6,000
per annum (₹500 per month)
scholarship for four years from
Class 9 to 12.

Jivtesh Singh Dhall, 97.2%

Lavanya Jain, 96.6%

DELHI PUBLIC
SCHOOL
Khanna,
Ludhiana >>

Harshita Maheshwari, 98%

Sanya Khanna, 98%

Sanya Gupta, 98%

SACRED HEART
SENIOR
SECONDARY
SCHOOL
BRS Nagar,
Ludhiana >>
Krish Dhiman, 96.2%

Simarpreet Kaur Kang, 96%

Manavi Shahi, 98.6%

NOTE TO SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

BAL BHARTI
PUBLIC SCHOOL

School principals are welcome to send
good quality photos of students who have
scored 95% or more in the CBSE and ISCE/
ISC Class 10 and 12 exams for publication to
htschoolresults@gmail.com. Please include
name of student, his or her score, stream in
Class 12 and school name.

Dugri,
Ludhiana >>

Ridhima, 96.8%

Jila Ram Bansal
re-elected as
president of PAU
Retirees’ association
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Arisht Jain, 96%
LUDHIANA: Jila Ram Bansal has
been elected as the president of
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) Retirees’ Welfare
Association for the fourth
time.
As many as 240 retirees took
part in the election held on
Thursday at PAU Students’
Home.
Bansal addressed the house
and thanked everyone for reposing confidence in him for the
fourth term.
He said in past years, he got
demands of the association
approved from the vice-chancellor (V-C).
“All old arrears were cleared,
payment of medical bills were
made certain within three
weeks, new testing machines
were purchased for PAU hospital and all the cheques pertaining to the medical bills were
deposited directly in the
account of the retirees by the
department concerned,” he
said.
He added that he will continue his efforts for the welfare
of the retirees and will immediately meet the V-C and other
authorities concerned to
resolve the issues that are
pending.
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5,708 disabled voters
registered in district
SPECIAL DRIVE The administration, in coordination with
NGOs, is trying to register as many PwD voters as possible
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : As many as 5,708 per-

sons with disabilities (PwD) have
been registered as voters
in the district. This was disclosed
by district election officercum-deputy commissioner Pradeep Kumar Agrawal here on
Thursday.
He said all-out efforts are being
made to ensure maximum participation of these voters in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
He said the district administration, in coordination with several
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), is trying to register as
many PwD voters as possible.
He added the Election Commission of India has also
launched a ‘PwD app’ to enable
these voters to request for registration, change in address,

›

The admn has already
procured booth-level
data of PwD voters, and
volunteers will be deputed
to assist them on the
polling day.
PRADEEP KUMAR AGRAWAL ,
DEO-cum-deputy commissioner

change in particulars and mark
themselves as PwDs. After they
entered their contact details, a
booth-level officer was assigned
to provide a doorstep facility to
them, the DC added. PwD voters
could also request for a wheelchair during polling.
International cyclist Shamli
Sharma, who won a gold medal at
the recently held Special Olym-

pics at Doha (Qatar), has been
appointed as an “icon” for the district.Agrawal said as many as 58
PwD voters have registered
themselves in Ludhiana East
constituency, 77 in Ludhiana
South, 160 in Atam Nagar constituency, 90 in Central, 206 in West,
235 North, 588 in Gill, 223 in
Dakha, and 171 in the Jagraon
constituency.
Agrawal said the administration had already procured boothlevel data of all PwD voters, and
volunteers would be deputed to
assist them on the polling day. He
said that the wheelchair facility
would be provided free of cost to
these voters, besides other facilities such as a ramp, waiting area,
help desk etc.
He said PwD voters would also
not have to wait in a line to cast
their vote as they would be given
special treatment.

K H A N N A C U S T O D I A L D E AT H

Father of girl held,
four cops suspended
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :A day after the death of

Gurwinder Singh alias Goldy of
Issru village in police custody,
Khanna senior superintendent
of police (SSP) Gursharandeep
Singh has formed a special investigation team (SIT) to investigate
the matter.
However, the police have
arrested Satnam Singh, father of
the girl, who had eloped with
Goldy on May 5, under murder
charge, but no police personnel,
who were booked under the
same charge, have been arrested
so far.
However, the SSP has suspended all the four police personnel, including ASI Karamjit
Singh, in-charge of the Issru
police post, ASI Harbhajan
Singh, head constable Jaswant
Singh and Punjab Home Guards
jawan Avtar Singh with immediate effect and a case registered
against them.
The Khanna SSP said that the

SIT comprises superintendent of
police (SP, detective) Jasvir
Singh, deputy superintendent of
police (DSP, Khanna) Deepak
Rai, and inspector Baljinder
Singh Bath, SHO at the Sadar
police station, Khanna.
Arrested for allegedly eloping
with a girl, 20-year-old Goldy
died in police custody at the Issru
police post of Khanna on
Wednesday. His body was found
in fields near the police post. The
family has accused the police of
murdering the youth and dumping the body in fields. The family
had blocked traffic on the Khanna-Malerkotla road for at least
four hours seeking an FIR
against the cops concerned.
The police have booked ASI
Karamjit Singh, ASI Harbhajan
Singh, head constable Jaswant
Singh and Punjab Home Guards
jawan Avtar Singh, besides kin
of the girl, including Satnam
Singh, Rajinder Singh Billu,
Ghogi, Sharanjit Singh, Honey
and Tota under Sections 302
(murder), 148 and 506 of the IPC.

ludhiana
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5 students suffering from
thalassaemia to undergo
bone marrow transplant

Mohit Khanna
n

mohit.khanna@htdigital.in

LUDHIANA : Five underprivileged

students, studying in various
government schools of the district and suffering from thalassaemia, will get a new lease of
life as the district health authorities have referred their case to
the Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER) for free
bone marrow transplant
(BMT).
The health authorities of the
district had identified a total of
13 students suffering from thalassaemia during a survey conducted under the Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK).
Civil surgeon Dr PS Sidhu
said the bone marrow transplant process of the remaining
eight students will be carried
out soon.
“These children were regularly receiving thalassaemia

treatment. However, due to
financial difficulties,they were
unable to undergo bone marrow
transplant. After identifying the
students, their cases were
referred to the tertiary care hospitals, including PGIMER, for
human leukocyte antigen (HLA)
typing. HLA typing is used to
match patients and donors for
bone marrow or cord blood
transplants. As five students
received matching donors, we
are going ahead with their bone
marrow transplant,” said Dr
Sidhu.

COST OF TRANSPLANT
Family members and school
authorities have been informed
to pay special attention to these
children and inform the RBSK
team at the earliest if any of
these students suffers a wound
that causes bleeding, said the
civil surgeon.
Each bone marrow transplant costs up to ₹6 lakh at a gov-

ernment hospital, whereas in a
private hospital, the transplant
costs between ₹10 lakh and ₹14
lakh. Currently, the transplant
facility is available at the
PGIMER and the Christian
Medical College and Hospital
(CMCH) here.

THALASSAEMIA
CENTRE TO BE
FUNCTIONAL SOON
Dr Sidhu said the health department had set up a thalassaemia
centre at the civil hospital. Its
need was felt due to the rising
number of thalassaemia
patients approaching the
CMCH and the DMCH.
The department has identified nearly 108 thalassaemia
patients in the city.
“The necessary equipment
required for the treatment of the
patients will be reaching the
city soon, and in a few days, we
will start the centre’s operations,” said Dr Sidhu.

‘Foresee changes
TWO WAGONS OF
Despite sore throat, Bains strikes chord with voters and work accordingly GOODS TRAIN
for business growth’ DERAIL AT DHURI
O N C A M PA I G N T R A I L W I T H P D A C A N D I D AT E

Tarsem Singh Deogan
n

tarsem.deogan@htlive.com

LUDHIANA:With apparently a sore
throat, Lok Insaaf Party (LIP)
MLA and Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA) candidate from
Ludhiana parliamentary constituency Simarjeet Singh Bains has
been avoiding speaking loudly at
public meetings, but he has to do
so at times when microphone
develops some technical snag.
Bains has been attending
around 12 public meetings every
day and is confident of getting
around 5 lakh votes and winning.
He said the people, who wanted a
change in 2014, had voted for Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate HS
Phoolka and him (Bains). As
Phoolka is not in the fray this
time, those people would cast
their votes in favour of him.
Bains repeatedly said that, if
elected, he would show people
what are the real duties of a member Parliament (MP). He said sitting MP Ravneet Singh Bittu did
not now about his duties, except
the duty of the distribution of
grants.
Bains was out for campaigning
at 6am. First he met a group of
morning walkers in the Gulati
Park, that falls in an area where
most of residents are industrial-

n

Lok Insaaf Party leader and PDA candidate Simarjeet Singh Bains campaigning at the district courts in
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
Ludhiana on Thursday.

ists. Bains said for the past 25
years, parachute candidates,
with no attachment with the city,
have been elected here. No MP
could resolve the problems of city
industrialists, he said. He
claimed that, being an industrialist, he was aware of all the problems businessmen are facing.

Addressing a gathering of around
150 people in Sunet, Bains raised
issues of health care, traffic chaos
and the delay in the completion of
the Jagraon Bridge project. Bains
promised to get the project completed within days if elected.
Then Bains had his breakfast
around 10am at the house of one

Agri officials
EC seeks action taken
urge farmers
report on officials at
not to burn wheat same station for 3 yrs
straw in fields
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Officials of the district

agriculture department have
appealed to the farmers not to
burn wheat straw as it affects
the fertility of the land. If the
wheat straw is not burnt, the
fertility of the land can be maintained, they said.
Ludhiana chief agriculture
officer (CAO) Baldev Singh said
when the wheat straw was set on
fire, it killed insects and microorganisms in the process that
were beneficial for the crops. It
also led to financial and environmental losses.
He added that in Ludhiana
district about 2.5 lakh hectare
wheat was being cultivated.
Nearly 77% of the wheat straw
was converted into husk, 9%
was buried in the ground and
11% was burnt despite being full
of nutrients.
The CAO said around 12 tonnes of grains per hectare were
produced during the wheatpaddy cycle, which took about
300kg nitrogen, 30kg phosphorus and 300kg potash from the
soil, and some quantity of these
nutrients was retained in the
wheat straw.
Around 0.94 lakh tonnes of
nitrogen, 0.48 lakh tonnes of
phosphorus and 2.6 lakh tonnes
of potash, was destroyed when
farmers burnt paddy and wheat
straw. He said the National
Green Tribunal had completely
banned burning of crop residue,
and legal action will be taken
against the violators.

WHEN WHEAT STRAW IS
BURNT, INSECTS AND
MICRO-ORGANISMS
BENEFICIAL TO THE
CROPS ALSO GET
KILLED; IT ALSO LEADS
TO FINANCIAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL LOSS,
SAYS CAO BALDEV SINGH

LUDHIANA : The State Election
Commission has asked the
director of the Punjab local bodies department, Karnesh
Sharma, to submit an action
taken report (ATR) on municipal corporation (MC) officials
deputed at the same station for
over three years.
Right to information (RTI)
activist Rohit Sabharwal had
sent a complaint to the President, the Election Commission
of India and state EC in April,
demanding transfer of the
employees, who have been
posted in their home district for
over three years and have been
deputed on election duty.
In a letter sent to the

director’s office, the EC stated
that a letter was sent to his office
earlier on April 24, wherein a
letter from the MC secretary
enlisting the number of employees working for over 3 years was
also attached. However, the
director’s office had failed to
send an action taken report
then. Now, the EC has again
asked the director to send the
report.
There are over 40 officials,
who have been working in the
MC for over 3 years. In fact,some
of them have been working for
the past 18 years. Sharma was
not available for comments despite attempts made to
HTC
reach him.

of his party workers.
In his next meeting with members of the District Bar Association, Bains highlighted the role of
lawyers in his life. Bains said that
the state governments had lodged
as many as 13 cases against him
out of political vendetta. However, he has been acquitted in five

cases, he said. Bains slammed the
SAD-BJP alliance government
for Bargadi killings and the desecration of Shri Guru Granth
Sahib in the presence of former
chief parliamentary secretary,
and Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) leader Harish Rai Dhanda,
who were also present in the hall,
where the meeting was held.
Bains said that chief minister
Captain Amarinder Singh has
also failed to curb the drug
menace in the state. He said that if
the CM gave him the home
department for four days, he will
solve the drug problem in the
state, in the Anil Kapur style in
Bollywood film ‘Nayak’. Bains
said the SHO of every police station knew very well who sold
drugs in his area. Had the government worked at the police station
level, the problem could have
been resolved within days.
After inaugurating an election
office in Chet Singh Nagar, Bains
headed to Jhammat and
addressed a public meeting there.
Bains said the MP was the head of
the district vigilance committee
and all the departments were
answerable to him but, unfortunately, no MP had convened its
meeting, because they themselves were ‘involved in corrupt
practices’.

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Change has now

become a constant for individuals
and organisations, and the skill to
navigate your ship through turbulence, will determine one’s
survival, longevity and growth.
This was the message shared
by General Bhopinder Singh
(retd), former vice-chief of the
army staff and former governor
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
during his address to the Ludhiana Management Association
(LMA) members on Thursday.
LMA president Kamal Wadhera, while introducing the
theme, said General Bhopinder
Singh was the most suitable person for sharing his vision on
“managing in a volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous
(VUCA) environment” , as he had
led from the front during the
Indo-Pakistan wars, besides handling the rehabilitation of people
in Andaman and Nicobar Islands
post the tsunami disaster and also
developing the islands as a tourist
destination.
General Singh advised the

members to understand that, in
the contemporary world, there
were neither permanent enemies
nor friends, and the only thing
permanent was your interest,
which should not be compromised due to the VUCA environment. General Singh highlighted
that many blue chip and iconic
organisations of yesteryears
such as Kodak, Compaq and New
York Times lost out due to their
inability to foresee the changes
and adapt themselves accordingly.
He advised that businesses
needed to be proactive by anticipating change and strategising in
tandem than responding to the
turbulence, as then the effort
required would be herculean and
the possibility of survival would
be very low. General Singh also
shared the 10-point game plan followed by the Army to fortify and
win during turbulence. He also
shared that as the strategic management practices followed by
corporates are inspired by the
military strategy, it would make
great sense to emulate the
responses and preparedness perfected by the Army.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The server at the
Regional Transport Authority
(RTA) office remained down for
the third day in a row on Thursday, causing inconvenience to a
large number of people. who had
to go back without getting their
traffic challans cleared.
The people stood in queues in
the scorching heat for hours only
to be asked to come again on the
next working day.
Ajay Arora, a government
employee, said he had been coming to the RTA office for getting
his friend’s fine cleared for the
past three days. “I hope that the
issue gets resolved soon as I have
been coming to pay the penalty
during my office hours,” added
Arora.
The RTA office receives a footfall of over 400 people daily, out of

which most people come to get
their traffic challans cleared.
Rajeev Singh, a second-year
BCom student, said,“I have been
here since 11:30am. The staff
kept assuring me that as soon as
the system will be active, they
will resume the process. I kept
waiting because I didn’t want to
waste another day in the process.”
Namita Bhatia, a data entry
operator at the RTA office, said
the department had already intimated the National Informatics
Centre (NIC) about the glitch.
“The issue is not at our end. The
NIC is already working to
resolve it soon,” she said.
However, she claimed that
even with the continuing server
problem, they were managing to
clear 150 to 200 challans daily.
The e-challan information system was made operational in
Ludhiana in October last year.

Bittu asks Dakha voters not
to go the 2014 and 2017 way
sitting member of Parliament
Ravneet Singh Bittu has cautioned residents of the Dakha
assembly constituency not to
waste their votes this time as
they did during the 2014 Lok
Sabha and 2017 assembly
elections by casting their
votes in favour of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate.
Addressing public meetings, Bittu said that the decision of Dakha residents of
voting for AAP candidate HS
Phoolka had proved to be a
wrong one as Phoolka had
betrayed them by running
away from the constituency
and resigning as MLA.
Bittu assured Dakha voters of releasing huge grants
for the constituency within
two months of his being
elected.
Speaking about the AAP,
Bittu said that AAP legislator
from Dakha HS Phoolka, who
had also unsuccessfully contested the 2014 Lok Sabha

election from Ludhiana, had
again betrayed the people of
the constituency.
Bittu said there was no
development in the Dakha
constituency as people had
voted for the AAP in both the
elections in 2014 and in 2017.
He cautioned the people that
their every vote polled to
AAP candidate, Bains or
SAD’s Grewal would go
waste.
Taking potshots at Simarjeet Singh Bains of the Lok
Insaaf Party (LIP), Bittu said
that earlier Bains brothers
used to do sting operations of
officials to extort money from
them, but now they were getting the taste of their own
medicine as now the people
had started doing their
(Bains’) sting operations
about their land-grabbing
acts, so they are now trying to
keep off the people.
Bittu said over 60 cases
were pending against Bains,
which included extortion and
blackmailing.

Ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Two wagons of a

goods train got derailed at
Dhuri, near the Himmatana
railway station on Thursday.
The incident took place around
10am when a goods train coming
from Ahmedgarh went off the
tracks. The train was carrying
merchandise and livestock
from Ahmedgarh to Jakhal.
Railway traffic inspector RK
Sharma said the cause of the
derailment would be ascertained only after an inquiry into
the matter.
“The restoration work took
five hours,” he added.
The schedule of six passenger
trains was affected as a result of
the derailment. Ludhiana-Hisar
(54606) and Dadar-Amritsar
(11057) were delayed by several
hours, leaving passengers
stranded at the station.

TRAIN WAS CARRYING
MERCHANDISE AND
LIVESTOCK FROM
AHMEDGARH TO JAKHAL

RTA office server down for 3rd day, people hassled

n

Visitors waiting to get their requests dealt with at the RTA office in Ludhiana on Thursday.

POLLBUZZ

LUDHIANA: Congress candidate

n

Only Modi did justice with Sikhs,
1984 riots victims, says Grewal
LUDHIANA : SAD-BJP candidate

n

A Congress supporter campaigning for party candidate
Ravneet Singh Bittu in Ludhiana on Thursday. GURPREET SINGH/HT

from Ludhiana parliamentary
constituency Mahesh Inder
Singh Grewal said here on
Thursday that only Prime Minister Narendra Modi ensured
that the Sikhs, particularly victims of the 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
got justice.
Speaking during various
campaign meetings, Grewal
said it was due to the personal
interest of PM Modi that culprits of the Sikh genocide such
as Sajjan Kumar were behind
bars today and the case against
another culprit, Jagdish Tytler,
had been reopened.
“Otherwise”, he added,
“Successive Congress governments had tried their best to
shield the culprits.” They not
only shielded the culprits, but
also made them ministers, the
Akali-BJP candidate said while
pointing out how Sajjan Kumar
and Tytler were given party
tickets and prestigious ministries. Grewal said not only did
the riots victims get justice
under the BJP rule, the Modi

government also abolished the
“black list” of the Sikhs, who
were staying abroad after seeking political asylum. He said it
was the healing touch policy of
Modi that would now allow
thousands of Sikhs stuck
abroad to visit their motherland again. He said, this would
go a long way in healing the
hurt feelings of the community.
Grewal challenged Congress
candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu
to list even one single action
that his party’s government
had taken to ameliorate the lot
Sikhs.
“I do not want to refer to and
repeat what Congress has done
to the Sikhs, but nobody can
forget that,” he said.
Expressing confidence that
the constituency would go with
Narendra Modi, he said, every
Ludhianvi would feel proud
after May 23 that he/she contributed towards re-electing a
PM who had dedicated his life
to the country.

HT PHOTO

Varsity introduces
SAP in curriculum
LUDHIANA:The CT University, Ferozpur Road, has introduced certified SAP (Systems Applications
and Products in data processing)
courses for its engineering students. The SAP programme aims
at improving the employment
prospects for students. SAP is an
enterprise software which helps
companies of all sizes and industries run better.
Vice-chancellor Harsh Sadawarti said, “Even in Ludhiana,
many units are using SAP but
enough personnel are not available to cater to the need of the
industry. So, the university has
introduced the programme. HTC
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money

PERSONAL FINANCE

Get a hold on your gold
AKSHAYA TRITIYA SPECIAL If you want to buy gold
as an investment, get sovereign gold bonds. Also,
restrict the yellow metal to 5% of yyour portfolio
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Do you buy gold every time you
want to make an investment? Well, gold
demand inIndia touched4,345.1 tonnein
2018 compared with 4,159.9 tonne in 2017
and in line with the five-year average of
4,347.5 tonne, according to a report by
WorldGoldCouncil.Clearly,Indianscontinue to buy gold. However, filling your
investmentwithgoldmightnotbeawise
decision. On the occasion of Akshaya
Tritiya,let’slookatdifferentwaystoown
goldandwhetheritmakessensetobuyit:
g

OLD JEWELLERY
youarebuyingjewellery
or use, you need to conder it as an expense. If
d
ou
u are buying gold jewellleryforinvestmentpurposes,youshould
i
t
stayawayfromjewellery.Saythepriceof
goldis₹3,050for1gramwith22Kpurity—
gold jewellery is available in 6k-24k
purity. If you purchase a 10gm-22K-gold
chain, the price of gold will be ₹30,050.
“For jewellery, you have to pay making
charges,whichcanrangefrom6%-22%of
the value of gold,” said Aditya Pethe,
director,Mumbai-basedWHPJewellers.
You also have to pay goods and services
tax (GST) of 3%. At 10% making charges
and 3% GST, the cost of your gold chain
willnowbe₹34,046.65—additionalcostof
₹3,996.65. Meanwhile, the price of 10gm
gold chain in Tanishq is around ₹39,224
(before discounts). Alsoifthere arestuddedgems,thecostwillgoupfurther.You
will lose all the additional cost when you
sell it. ”It carries the feel of physical possession but due to the high making charges, it reduces the resale value,” said
Pawan Agrawal, founder of InvestGuru in
Gu
OLD COINS AND
ARS
A
Gold coins and bars are
notheroptiontobuyphysallgold.Youcanbuyitfrom
jewellery stores, e-commerce websites
andbanks.Unlikejewellery,youcanbuy
coins and bars in 24K purity. However,
like gold jewellery, you have to shell out
for making charges. “The charges can
range between ₹100 and ₹1,000 for gold
coinsandbars,”saidPethe.Thepriceofa
1gm 24K gold coin in Tanishq is around
₹3,900. This compares with ₹3,285.1,
whichisthepriceof1gmof24kgold.Ifyou
are storing coins and bars in a bank
locker, you will also need to factor in the
cost of storage.
Gold coins and bars can work as an
investment option if you don’t have
access to paper gold.

GITAL GOLD
ou can also buy gold on
igitalplatformforaslow
s₹1throughfintechapps.
he
ere are no transaction
costswhilebuyinggold,GSTattherateof
t h b i
3% is applicable. A 10gm of 24k gold,
including taxes will cost ₹33,110.68. “The
gold is sourced directly from refiners
suchasMMTCandavoids,”saidaPayTM
spokesperson. Customers can buy up to
₹1.5 lakh worth of gold in a day. “The prices on the app change dynamically.
Dependingontheday’sprice,customers
can buyapproximately 0.00003gmof 24K
gold for ₹1,” the spokesperson said.
Though it may be cheaper at the time of
buying, remember that after five years
youhavetomandatorilytakeoutthegold
youhaveaccumulatedinthedigitalform
into physical gold. Also, you have to pay
a co
cost for delivery.
ivery
OLD BONDS
overeign gold bond
o
llows you to invest in
old through a bond
o
he
erethe underlyingasset
is gold. You get a fixed 2.5% per annum
return on the investment amount above
thepricechangeingold.Youcanbuysovereigngoldbondsthroughabankanddistributorwhentheapplicationisopenedto
public.“Sovereigngoldbondsarethepre-

Gold
Bonds

ferred investment option because they
pay a coupon rate unlike other instruments and have no cost,” said Vishal
Dhawan, founder of Plan Ahead Wealth
Advisors. Interest will be credited biannually to your account. But it has a
lock-inperiod.“Optforitifyouareinvestingforlong-term,asithas8-yearduration
and can only be accessed post a 5-year
lock-in,”saidDhawan.Ifyouarelooking
at gold for investment purposes and are
willingtostayinvestedforthelong-term,
g gold bond is a good option.
sovereign
OLD ETFS
old exchange traded
unds(ETFs)trackprices
f gold. “It can be bought
nd
d sold any time. Your
iinvestmenthorizoncouldbelong-termor
h i
short-term for investing in gold ETFs,”
said Agrawal. You need to have a demat
account. “ETFs have costs of brokerage
andthedemataccount,”saidDhawan. A
demat account can cost you nil to ₹3,000
dependingontheplatformyouareusing,
according to Agrawal. There are annual
account maintenance charges. The gold
ETF expense ratio ranges 0.5%-1%,
according to Value Research. If you are
looking to accumulated gold in a paper
form, you can consider gold ETFs. However, take stock o
ever
of the cost attached to it.
OLD MUTUAL
UNDS
n gold mutual funds the
nderlying asset is gold
n
TF
Fs. You do not need a
d
demat
accountt tto invest in gold mutual

quickguide
GROUP TERM LIFE
COVER AT ~20
Here’s a quick snapshot of
Aegon Life Insurance Company’s
group cover:

funds. “Gold fund of funds has the cost
oftheETFplusthefundaswell,”said
Dhawan. As per Value Research,
the expense ratio on gold
mutual funds range from
0.5% to 1.5%. Hence, the
cost to invest in gold
mutual funds will be
higher than gold ETFs.
Theonlyconvenienceis
you don’t need a demat
account. Also, gold
mutual funds may be
suitablebecauseitisaneasier way to stay invested in
ETFs..
ETF

fintech
platform

1

OLD
AVING
CHEMES
n this scheme,
ustomers
ith deposit
it gold or cash
either
for a fixed period of time and
at the end of the period, they
canbuygoldforanamountequalto
the money deposited plus some bonus
amount. “This may not be the most preferredwaytoinvestingoldbecauseatthe
end of 11 months you have to purchase
goldfromthesameshopitself.Youdonot
getmoneyback,”saidAgrawal.Ifyouare
looking to buy jewellery, such schemes
are not advisable. “The government discourages such schemes as there have
been cases of jewellers running away
with the customers’ money at the end of
the policy term. So the government limited the scheme’s maturity period to 12
months only,” said Pethe.

What is it? It is a group term life
cover that provides you cover in case
of death or accident. The plan has
three variants. Death benefit is
available in all options. Gold option 1
gives you protection against
accidental death along with death
benefit, Gold option 2 gives
accidental dismemberment and Gold
option 3 has all three options. It is a
one-year renewable term plan.

ISTOCK

WHAT YOU MUST DO
Gold is not an investment instrument. It
is a hedge against inflation.
Inyouroverallinvestmentportfolio,if
youwantgold,itshouldnotbemorethan
5%.“Withphysicalgoldthereisanadded
burden of safety and storage,” Agrawal
said.
Youneedtoalignyourfinancialgoals,
reviewyouraffordabilityandthendecide
how you want to invest in this precious
metalbecauseglitteraloneisnotenough
for your overall financial plan.

GOLD RUSH A ready reckoner on buying gold this Akshaya Tritiya
PRODUCT

JEWELLERY

COINS AND BARS

Source

Jewellers

Banks, non-banking
finance companies,
jewellers, online

Banks and
distributors

How to buy

Physical visit to
jeweller or online

Physical visit to
jeweller or bank
branch

Apply when bonds are Online mode
open to public

Advantage

Disadvantage

Charges
Who should
buy

Physical possession

Physical possession

SOVEREIGN GOLD BONDS GOLD ETFs

Stock exchange

Get 2.5% fixed interest
per annum, no
additional charges

Can be bought
and sold anytime,
nominal cost

GOLD MUTUAL FUNDS

Mutual fund houses,
distributors or online
platforms

Jewellery stores

Online platform

Physical or online mode

Physical visit or
online

Apps and websites

Can be bought and sold
anytime, no demat
account required, can
do monthly investment

Monthly savings

Low value, option of
selling or converting
to physical gold

Higher expense ratio
than gold ETFs

The returns are low,
have to mandatorily
buy jewellery, no
flexibility

Mandatory delivery
of physical gold after
5 years

Making charges
of 6-35% will be
applicable
May work for
those who don't
have access to
other investment
options

Charges that have to
be paid at time of
delivery of gold

High making
charges, reduced
resale value, hard
to sell due to
emotional reasons

Requirement of
storage space,
making charges

Making
charges:6-35%;

Making charges of
₹100-₹1,000

Nil

0.5-1% expense
ratio

0.5-1.5% expense ratio

You wish to use it
to wear it and not
as investment

You want to have
gold in physical
form

If you are looking at
gold for investment,
opt for it

Gold ETFs can
work for you if
you want
immediate
liquidity

If you want a
disciplined way to
invest on a monthly
basis in gold, you can
consider it

Required demat
account

8-year tenure with
option to exit from
5th year

SAVINGS WITH JEWELLERS DIGITAL GOLD

D AY

If you are looking to
buy gold at small
ticket size and need
physical gold

S P E C I A L

Expecting? Plan for future

The perfect finance gift
you can give your mother
n

Youhaveanewarrivalonthewayandso
many things to plan. While you are
reading up about health related
matters, one important thing to
consider is how your finances
will change with a newborn. Of
course, expenses will increase.
Doctor visits, clothes, other items
suchasapram,food,babyformula—the
list is endless.
The first thing you needto do is set up
a budget. Figure out the additional
expenses,pre-andpostthebaby.Before
thebabyisborn,youneedtocheckyour
medical insurance for the amount of
cover, what typeofroom it includes and
other terms and conditions associated
with the health insurance policy to estimate the out-of-pocket expenses.
Mostpolicies,exceptgroupcovers,do
not cover maternity expenses. If you
want to store the stem cells, you need to
have ₹50,000 for the same. Check if you
planforthisfromyoursavingsordoyou
need to break some investments for the
same.
Once the baby is born, the expenses
just don’t stop. People tend to overbuy
clothes and toys and babies outgrow
them really fast. Do remember this and
plan your purchases accordingly.
Buyitemsthathavelong-termutility.
Inmyexperienceasaparent,smallchildren really do not know the difference
between expensive and non-expensive
toysanditistheparentswhowanttobuy
everything that’s in the toy store.
There are other non-essential

IN MY EXPERIENCE AS A PARENT, SMALL
CHILDREN REALLY DO NOT KNOW THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EXPENSIVE AND
NON-EXPENSIVE TOYS AND IT IS THE
PARENTS WHO WANT TO BUY
EVERYTHING IN THE TOY STORE

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: One day at a luxurious spa or an

expensive dinner? More often than not,
such things make it to our list of ideas
when Mother’s Day is round the corner.
This year, try out some personal finance
gifts for your mother:

ILLUSTRATION:
SUDHIR SHETTY

expenses, whichhave become essential
these days like a photo shoot pre- and
postthebaby.Doitonlyifyoucanafford
it and not just because others are doing
it.
It is also important to increase your
emergency fund from 3-6 months of
expensesto6-9monthsofexpenses.Duringpregnancyand with anewborn,you
need to be prepared for emergencies.
Startbuildingthisinanultra-short-term
debt fund.
Typically, once the baby arrives,
there is very little time to think about
othermattersandhenceitisadvisableto
plan in advance regarding investments
for the baby.
These days, relatives and friends
mostlygiftthenewbornincash.Parents
tend to choose child policies believing
that these plans will give good returns
and can be used for higher education.
However, child policies have given
very low returns and it is best to invest
the cash gifts received in equity mutual
funds.
Opening a savings bank account for
the baby is also recommended.
It is also important to add the child to
yourhealthcoveratworkorinanyindividualhealthpolicy.Inallthis,youmust

continuetoplanforyourretirementand
other financial goals as well.
This may be a challenge given the
additional expenses for the baby, especially if there is day care or additional
help at home costs involved. You would
needtohaveahardlookatdifferentcategoriesofexpensesandseewhereyoucan
cutsomeexpenses.Thisisbecauseatan
overall level, the outgo is going to
increase. Soon, you will need to start
saving for the child’s school too. All this
cannot be at the cost of your retirement
planning.
Thus you need to strike a balance
between expenses and saving and try to
stick to the 30/30/40 rule with 40% of
income going towards savings and the
balance being split between expenses
and loan repayments.
Finally, if you are planning to quit
work,youneedtorunafinancialplanto
check if you can really afford to leave
your job.
Having ababy is one of the most wonderful things in your life as well as the
hardestthinginyourlife.Someadvance
planning can make it easier.
Mrin Agarwal is a financial educator,
founder director of Finsafe India Pvt. Ltd
and co-founder of Womantra

AN SIP TO CALL IT HER OWN
Mothers who are homemakers mostly
diverttheirfundsintohouseholdbudgetingorgold.Henceifyouareearning,gifting your mother a financial product will
give her a sense of financial independence. “Attimesmothers may notwantto
take cash from you. A small systematic
investment plan (SIP) will relieve you
from the burden of gifting anything that
requires a lump sum payment. It can be
an investment that she calls it her own,”
saidNisreenMamaji,chiefexecutiveofficer, MoneyWorks Financial Advisors.
Your mother can use the maturity value
when she needs it.
GIFT A FINANCIAL
PLANNING SESSION
“One of the best gifts that you can give to
yourmotherthisMother’sDayisafinancial counselling course with a certified
financial planner,” said Mamaji. Most
parentsadvocatetraditionalinvestment
product.“Itwill openher upto a worldof
investments where she can begin with
investments spread out across risk profiles.Gradually,keepingherriskappetite
inmind,shecanmovetoequity-oriented
instruments,” Mamaji added. For
instance,sheislikelytolivealonglifeand
hence consider equity. “For 6-7 years
after retirementshe can look at SIPsand
gradually move to equity funds,” said
DeepaliSen,founderofSrujanFinancial
Advisors.
CREATE A BASIC CHECKLIST
Apart from planning on what to do with
hermoneyinfuture,yourmothershould
also be aware of basic financial information. “You could help her create a basic
checklist of all the bank accounts and
passwords, insurance policies with

Sum assured and premiums: You
can choose from three sum assured
variants of ~1 lakh, ~1.5 lakh and ~2
lakh, bundled with an additional ~1
lakh, ~1.5 lakh and ~2 lakh for accident
disability, at no additional cost. The
premiums are ~20, ~30 and ~40
respectively.

5

Should you opt for it? The sum
assured is not adequate. Hence, it is
better to opt for a sum assured that
will take care of expenses of the
family in case of any unforeseen
circumstances.

EEE
WHAT IS IT?
Exempt, exempt, exempt or EEE is tax
implication on your investments. Investment
instrument that has tax status as EEE means you will
get tax benefit when you invest in the form of tax
deduction, you don’t have to pay tax on the returns
generated during the accumulation period and you don’t
have to pay tax when you withdraw the investment and
the accumulated amount.

WHICH PRODUCTS HAVE EEE STATUS?
Your long-term financial instruments such as public
provident fund have EEE status. It means you get tax
benefit on part of the salary when you invest the
money in PPF. When you earn interest on PPF
and when you withdraw the amount on
maturity, you don’t have to pay
tax on the amount.

WHAT IS YOUR
INCOME BRACKET?
There is a shift in income tax
filings towards higher income
brackets
Mar-17

Mar-18

Mar-19
(Data in %)

80.7
80.7
76.2

Up to ~5
lakh

Revati Krishna

MRIN AGARWAL

What does it cover? The product
variant available on Mobikwik covers
the death of the members and
accidental dismemberment (loss of
one or more limbs of the member
within 180 days of the accident).

TERM OF THE DAY

Source: InvestGuru.in, HT Research

M O T H E R ’ S

2
3
4

Where can you buy it? You can buy
it from the insurer. You can also buy
it from fintech platform. For instance,
Gold option 2 is available on
Mobikwik

₹₹₹₹₹₹₹
₹₹₹
₹₹₹₹₹₹₹
₹₹₹

~10 lakh to
~20 lakh
ILLUSTRATION:
UNNIKRISHNAN AV

maturity dates and nominee information,”saidDeepaliSen,founderofSrujan
FinancialAdvisors.“Likeanyotherindividual she should keep four to five
months of expenses in an emergency
fund,” Sen added. Another important
thing to add to that checklist is the will,
she added.
DIY FINANCE
Enabling your mother to navigate the
financial world by herself will go a long
way too. “In some cases when women
havebeencompletelydependentontheir
husbandsformanagementoffinances,a
sudden demise can leave them helpless
especiallywhentheyarebitolder.These
include small things like assisting her
with usage of ATMs, equipping her with
bank transactions and likewise,” said
Mamaji.Evenifyourfatherhasbeentakingallthemajorfinancialdecisions,“itis
importantthatyourmotherisawareand
ispartytoallthedecisionsifnotthedecision-maker itself,” said Sen.
READ UP ON NEW LAWS
Theremaybenewerregulationsmaking
financeseasyforseniorcitizensbutyour
bankermaybehesitanttobriefyouabout
them. “A clear example of this is RBI’s
regulation on doorstep banking for seniorcitizens.Yourbankermaynotinform
you and your parents may have to take a
lot of effort for frequent visits (to the
bank),” said Mamaji. A little effort from
yoursideforbeingabreastonregulations
can do wonders for your mother.

12.8
13.1
16.4

~5 lakh to
~10 lakh

4.4
4.1
4.8

~2 lakh to
~50 lakh

1.5
1.5
1.9

~50 lakh
to ~1 crore

0.3
0.3
0.4

Above
~1 crore

0.2
0.2
0.3

Source: Income tax department,
Kotak Economics Research

SUPER RICH DON'T
FOCUS ON GOLD
Gold finds 4% allocation in the
investment portfolio of Indian ultra
high-net-worth individuals
Africa
Asia
Australia
Europe

1%
3%
1%
2%
8%

Latin America
Middle East
North America
Russia

1%
1%
1%
4%

India average
Global average

2%

Source: Knight Frank report
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LUDHIANA

‘GOSSIP
DOESN’T
HURTME’

Actor Disha Patani says that she isn’t
and never was bothered by rumours;
adds she is still as asocial as she was
Juhi Chakraborty
hat’s an actor’s life
without rumours and
link-ups? While they
know that it is a part
and parcel of their profession,
it still takes a lot of time to
acclimatise to it, especially if
they come from a non-filmi
background.
For the longest time, Disha
Patani’s personal life and her
relationship with rumoured
boyfriend Tiger Shroff, has
piqued everyone’s interest,
sometimes even more than her
career. But the actor chooses
to remain unfazed by it all.
“I never used to get hurt or
upset about the rumours and
gossip. And I am still the same.
Gossip doesn’t hurt me. I am
still as asocial as I was before I

W

STOP PRESS
SONI RAZDAN RUBBISHES
THE RANBIR-ALIA
MARRIAGE RUMOUR

I loved my role in Bharat. I would never miss out on
an opportunity like this just because it stars other
actors.
DISHA PATANI, ACTOR

became an actor. So, I don’t
really get to know or rather,
make an effort to know any
kind of gossip that is going
around,” shares Disha.
The actor’s Bollywood
career kicked off with MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story in
2016, which she followed up
with Kung Fu Yoga (2017) and
Baaghi 2 (2018). And now, her
career has gathered further
momentum after she signed
big-ticket films such as Bharat

and Malang, both of which are
multi-starrers.
On if sharing screen space
with so many actors was a
concern for her, Disha
answers in negative. “I am not
worried for sure. It’s a great
opportunity to be able to work
with great actors and big stars
in a project. I loved my role in
Bharat. I would never miss out
on an opportunity like this just
because it stars other actors,”
says the 26-year-old actor.

The film also gave her the
chance to romance actor
Salman Khan onscreen,
something which many would
see as a big opportunity since
she is paired alongside a
superstar. And Disha was also
excited for it. “Well, I wasn’t
very nervous; rather I was
pretty much excited to work
with him. He is such a big star
and I was very happy for this
opportunity,” she shares.
She gushes over Salman
some more, saying, “He is a
lovely person. He is super-easy
and makes everyone very
comfortable. He is humble and
hard working. He didn’t give
me any tips but just seeing him
on set and working with him
made me learn so much about
the job.”
n

mid reports that Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt plan to get married at
the beautiful Lake Como — just
like Ranveer Kapoor and Deepika
Padukone — Alia’s mother Soni
Razdan on Wednesday junked
such ‘rumours’. “It is a totally
baseless rumour,” she said. —IANS

auahar Khan is currently
hosting a live show on a
travel app, something that
the actor has been very excited
about. Besides films and
television, she has also been
part of a broadway style
musical, Zangoora. And now,
she admits that in today’s day
and age, it is imperative for an
actor to be a part of great
projects, irrespective of the
platform.
“It is very important as an
actor to be seen across all
platforms. Visibility and
traction is different, but just to
be able to deliver what your
audience expects of you is of
prime importance. My fans
want to see me all the time, so
hosting is something I am very
excited about. I also enjoy
everything I do. Whether it is
TV, web or films, I am going to
do it all. I also did a lot of live
stuff after Zangoora. So, I am
glad that I am being accepted
across all mediums”, Gauahar
says. Most TV actors are asked
about the content on television
being substandard, but
Gauahar says that it is the
demand and the need of the
hour that pushes makers to
keep making supernatural
shows and daily soaps. “It is not
only about what producers are
making, but also about what
people are consuming, because
if you see the TRPs they’re the
highest for mythological and
fictional shows. You just
cannot blame the producers for
making these kind of shows
because the demand for them is
high,” she explains.

G

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

A

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
(left) and Soni Razdan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

Taking baby steps to merge
healing and work, says Irrfan

rrfan, who is currently
shooting for a film after a
year-long break following
his neuroendocrine tumour
diagnosis, says he is on the
road to recovery but still
needs space to heal.
The 52-year-old actor
received treatment in a
London hospital and returned
to the country early this year.
In a statement, addressed
to his “friends in the media”,
the actor said he has been
getting requests to share his
story but needs more time to
process it.
“Last few months have
been on a road to recovery, a
period to heal, to fight the
fatigue and face the reel and
real world. I am aware of your
concern and request to talk to
you, share my journey, but I
am fathoming it myself,
inhaling and internalising,
taking baby steps to merge my
healing with work and trying
to experiment the
amalgamation of both,” Irrfan
said.
The actor is shooting for
Angrezi Medium, the muchanticipated sequel to his 2017
blockbuster Hindi Medium.
Irrfan said he was grateful
for the well wishes he
received from his friends in
the media. “I am deeply
touched by your wishes, your
prayers and it means a lot for
me and my family. I truly
respect the way you respected
my journey, giving me time
and space to heal,” the actor
said. “Thank you for your
patience and the warmth and
the love all through this
overwhelming journey,” he
added.
Irrfan ended his statement
drawing on a poem by famous
Austrian poet Rainer Maria
Rilke. “I feel an urge to share
with you something. I live my

I

I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in
a different way, it
should seem like part
of a conversation.
I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between
two characters.

Pooja Sharma

N

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI,
ACTOR

PHOTO: IANS

primordial tower, and I circle
ten thousand years long; And
I still don’t know if I’m a
falcon, a storm, or an
unfinished song.”

PTI

Prashant Siingh
e startted his directorial
journ
ney with a bang,
thank
ks to I Hate Luv
Storys (20110). But three years
later, direcctor Punit
Malhotra’ss filmi ride hit a
speed-brea
aker when Gori Tere
Pyaar Mein (GTPM) tanked at
the box offfice. Then on, he
stayed awa
ay from arc-lights
for six ye
ears. Probably that’s
why, as he readies for the
releasse of Student of The
Yearr 2 (SOTY2), Punit is
“a biit nervous as well as
excitted”.
“W
We have worked
very
y hard in SOTY 2.
nd I’m very excited to
put it out for people to
watch
h,” says Punit,
addiing: “There are a lot
of th
hings you need to get
righ
ht [in a film]. That’s
wh
hy I am nervous due
to
o a lot of factors put
together. Everyone’s
[Tiger Shroff, Tara
Sutaria and Ananya
S
Panday] journey
has come together
in the film, so,
opefully, we don’t let
o
anyo
one down.” What
was g
going through his
mind
d when GTPM tanked
so bad
dly? “I was very
depre
essed. For at least
8-10 m
months, I mustn’t
have g
gotten out of my
house. I needed to do a lot
of intro
ospection to figure

PU
UNIT MALHOTRA,
IRECTOR
make it sound like a
conversation between two
characters. Pehle, filmon
mein dialogues bana ke
bolte they. All the credit

life in widening rings which
spread over earth and sky. I
may not ever complete the
last one, but that is what I will
try.
I circle around God’s

Ididnotstepoutofmyhousefor
8-10months,saysPunitMalhotra

The firsst part of SOTY
got a loot of things right.
So, thee biggest
challennge was to take
it a stepp ahead. We
workedd towards that
and I thhink we have
covvered our bases.
says, “I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in a
different way, it should
seem like part of a
conversation. I try my best to

Irrfan

H

‘I liked Dada Kondke… He
broke all the norms of a hero’
awazuddin Siddiqui has
essayed a wide spectrum
of characters — a man
who works in a morgue in
Shorts (2013), murderer in
Raman Raghav 2.0 (2016) and
a political figure in
Thackeray. Every actor has
their own inspirations or type
of cinema that they have
admired, or have a reference
point before delving into the
profession of acting. However,
the Manto (2018) actor claims
that he didn’t really watch
Hindi cinema while growing
up. He says, “I haven’t seen
many Hindi films, be it old or
even the relatively newer
ones. In terms of actors, I
really liked [Marathi actor]
Dada Kondke. People would
say his films had double
meaning. But there is only
one actor whom I liked a lot,
and that was him. He broke all
the norms of a hero or even a
villain. People used to like his
style of acting. And it’s not
like he would even wear fancy
clothes, or had a certain type
of body — none of these frills.
What happens otherwise is
feudalism — the mentality
that screams ‘dekho main
bada aadmi hoon (in showbiz)’
and all that.”
Dada Kondke was famous
for his one-liners in his
movies. From the current
generation, Nawazuddin is
one of those few actors who
have delivered heavyweight
dialogues in his films, which
have become quite popular —
be it Gangs of Wasseypur
series, Badlapur (2015) or
even the web series Sacred
Games. Talking about
expressing these lines with
ease, the Photograph actor

‘IT’S IMPORTANT
TO BE SEEN
ACROSS
PLATFORMS’

should also go the
writers; it’s just that it
shouldn’t sound like
dialoguebaazi.”
n

out a lot of things including
how I could move ahead in life.
I kept looking for answers and
then I realised there is only
one way out — putting your
head down and working hard.
That’s exactly what I’ve been
doing,” he says.
The young director says
that Karan Johar [SOTY2
producer] has always been
“a great source of
encouragement” for him. “He
has pulled me up many a
times. But he has also been
very sweet and supportive.
Between us, I think we have
gone through the whole
spectrum of emotions. So,
coming up with SOTY2 has
been one big emotional
journey for us,” he says.
Punit readily admits that he
does feel “pressurised” due to
high expectations from

SOTY2. “The first part got a lot
of things right. So, the biggest
challenge was to take it a step
ahead. We worked towards
that and I think we have
covered our bases. The added
pressure is that the first film
was made by Karan himself,”
he says, adding that given an
opportunity, he would “work
harder” to redo GTPM, and
“get it right this time.”
Next on the director’s to-do
list is a “nice, big” action
caper. “Actually, I have been
very keen to make one for
some time now. In fact, during
one of the action sequences in
SOTY 2, Tiger told me: ‘do you
realise that you aren’t a love
story director but an action
film-maker? You just haven’t
tried it.’ So, I look forward
to experience action in
a big way,” he says.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Stills from I
Hate Luv Storys
(left) and Gori
Tere Pyaar Mein
(above)

NOTE TO REA
ADERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored co
ontent does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

02

htcity ENTERTAINMENT

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR I DAY, M AY 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

TOP GLOBAL ARTISTS
1 ALKA YAGNIK

Aankh Marey (above) and Dilbar (below) by Neha Kakkar topped
international charts when they were released

6 KUMAR SANU

(last week #1)

(last week #9)

VIEWS: 206M

VIEWS: 158M

2 FARRUKO

7 BTS

(last week #3)

(last week #8)

VIEWS: 193M

VIEWS: 146M

3 NEHA KAKKAR

8 UDIT NARAYAN

(last week #4)

(last week #11)

VIEWS: 185M

VIEWS: 146M

4 TAYLOR SWIFT

9 KATY PERRY

(last week #90)

(last week #12)

VIEWS: 177M

VIEWS: 145M

5 J BALVIN

10 BLACKPINK

(last week #2)

(last week #5)

VIEWS: 174M

VIEWS: 145M

(Note: The number of views means a user spent more than 30
seconds on each song on YouTube)

HITTING THE
RIGHT NOTES...
AND NUMBERS

NUMBER 1
ALKA YAGNIK
(LAST WEEK #1)
VIEWS: 206M

Videos of yesteryear Bollywood singers’ songs have
been ruling YouTube’s global music charts. While
Alka Yagnik is the numero uno, Udit Narayan and
Kumar Sanu feature in the top 10
Samarth Goyal
or over two weeks now,
singer Alka Yagnik has
been number one on the
YouTube global artists
list, which is revised every
week, and currently features
the likes of J Balvin, Taylor
Swift and the hit K-pop act BTS.
If you thought this is just a oneoff, another ’90s playback
voice, Kumar Sanu features in
the top ten along with current
sensation Neha Kakkar, who
garnered one billion streams

F

INDIAN ARTISTS IN
THE GLOBAL TOP 100
n Alka Yagnik: 206M
n Neha Kakkar: 193M
n Kumar Sanu: 158M
n Udit Narayan: 146M
n Arijit Singh: 138M
n Dhvani Bhanushali:

90.6M

NUMBER 6
KUMAR SANU
(LAST WEEK #9)
VIEWS: 158M

n Shreya Ghoshal: 78.7M

on a popular music app and
seems to turn everything that
she touches to gold.
Evidently, Indian musicians
are reigning supreme, and
giving tough competition to the
international biggies such as
Drake and Rihanna. “I never
had a clue that the songs I have
sung have become so popular
that people are listening to
them across the globe. It’s a
great feeling, and I am shocked,
surprised and everything else,”
says a chuffed Yagnik, does live
shows now, but used to rule
Bollywood in the ’90s .
Twenty other musicians,
including Arijit Singh, Guru
Randhawa and Dhvani
Bhanushali, regularly feature
in the top 100 weekly charts. It
is the second highest number
of musicians from one country
after the US, which has 30-odd
musicians in the list. However,
the fact that Indian musicians
are better numbers compared
to pop stars with a global fan
following, bodes well for Indian
music. “The credit goes to the

audience, who stream one song
multiple times and make it
global. It feels nice, because
you have worked hard on
something that gets so much of
love. I am happy that my music
is getting recognised globally,
and I feel nice to be able to do
something for my country,”
says Randhawa.
Bhushan Kumar, whose
T-Series became the biggest
channel on YouTube recently,
feels that it was only a matter of

Neha Kakkar
PHOTO: MANOJ
VERMA/HT

NUMBER 3
NEHA KAKKAR
(LAST WEEK #4)
VIEWS: 185M
time before Indian music got
recognised internationally.
“I am not surprised to see that
Indian musicians are becoming
big abroad. This proves that if
there’s good melody, people
will listen to it no matter what
language is the song in. This
will only get better,” he tells us.
Also, over the last year,
artists Guru Randhawa,
Badshah, Arijit Singh and
Neha Kakkar have topped the
YouTube music individual
charts in United Kingdom,
Australia, New Zealand and
Canada. “YouTube is making
the world smaller, where fans
can have easy access to artists
from wherever they live and it
is stunning to watch Indian
artists flex their creative
muscle around the world. Our
teams are constantly working

Nikhil
Chinapa

n Guru Randhawa: 77.6M
n Sonu Nigam: 60.4M
n Lata Mangeshkar:

65.1M
n Anuradha Paudwal:

57.4M
n Khesari Lal Yadav:

52.4M
n Badshah: 47.1M
n Nikhil D’Souza: 46.8M
n Mika Singh: 44M
n Tony Kakkar: 42.2M
n Asees Kaur: 41.3M

If a song is a hit, the
musician’s manager
needs to think of ways
to find ways to increase
its life span, instead of
focusing on trends and
number of hits.
NIKHIL CHINAPA VJ-DJ

to strengthen our platform so
artists can shine and we are
excited to partner with Indian
artists,” says Pawan Agarwal,
head of Music Content
Partnerships (India and South
Asia), YouTube. He adds that
while until a year ago, no video
featuring Indian artists had
surpassed 500 million views,
eight videos have reached the
milestone today.
VJ-DJ Nikhil Chinapa feels
that the numbers on these
charts prove that Indian music,
too, is timeless like that of the
Beatles and ABBA, but adds
that musicians back home are
yet to reach the level of an
international pop sensation —
the kind that K-pop and Latin
pop acts have achieved.
“It’s a great thing to see
that people love listening to
Indian music. But that’s only
limited to India. If a musician
wants to be like a Drake or a DJ
Snake, people around that
musician need to drive his
name and his brand and make
sure that a musician doesn’t
say that I will follow up my
music with a tour, and do
nothing else. If a song is a hit,
the musician’s manager needs
to think of ways to find ways to
increase the life span of that
one song which became a big
hit, instead of focusing on
trends and number of hits,
which often are lies — just
like Sunburn music festival
does, when it twists a
story to claim that they have
been voted as one of the best
music festivals in the world ,”
he says.
One may also credit the
numbers to the fact that
internet users in India are set
to reach a staggering 627
million in 2019. But Indian
music has announced itself on
the global scene. They’ve come,
they’ve been seen, and they’re
here to conquer.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

n Vishal-Shekhar: 39.4M
n Pawan Singh: 36.8M
n Neeti Mohan: 34.4M

ON THIS DAY IN 2007
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Salman sir is very particular about
work ethics, says Pranutan

A still from
the song Slow
Motion from
Bharat

Salman
Khan
PHOTO:
PRODIP

Shreya Mukherjee
hen it’s Salman Khan,
industry colleagues
and young actors who
he mentors or launches,
always have good things to
say. Actor Pranutan Bahl,
who recently made her
Bollywood debut with
Notebook, backed by Salman,
also showers praises on him.
Beginning with the advice
she got from him, Pranutan
shares that the only thing he
told me is to “work very
hard”. “When you are
spending time with Salman
sir you talk very less about
acting and more about other
things. More than the
technicalities, he is concerned
about your behaviour,
discipline and values,” says
the actor, who considers
Salman as her mentor.

W

Pranutan Bahl
PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

The actor also shares that
Salman is very particular
about work ethics. “He
believes that is what matters
the most. If you are a good
human being and you have
good work ethics then no one
can stop you from growing,
because it reflects in your
work,” she adds.
On a lighter note, Pranutan
adds that Salman would also
share with her interesting
anecdotes of working with
her father, actor Mohnish
Bahl. “He and my father
have worked in a few
films and share a good
rapport. As a child, I
remember visiting the sets
and watching them perform.
There are incidents and
stories that he at times would
tell me that I enjoyed
listening,” adds the actor.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

GUHA

Fever Ka Thappa
US hip hop artist Akon apologised after footage of him dancing
provocatively on stage with a teenage girl was posted on the
internet. It led to the telecommunications company Verizon
pulling out as a sponsor of his US tour with Gwen Stefani. The
incident took place on April 12, in Trinidad, where Akon was
performing at a nightclub. It was later reported that the girl was
just 14. In a statement Akon said that he didn’t know the girl was
underage. He said: “I want to sincerely apologise for the
embarrassment and any pain I’ve caused to the young woman
who joined me on stage, her family and the Trinidad community
for the events at my concert.”

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM
Song
Film/Album
Slow Motion
Bharat
Yeh Jawaani
Student Of The Year 2
First Class
Kalank
Hook Up song
Student Of The Year 2
Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyan
Student Of The Year 2
Slowly Slowly
Guru Randhawa ft. Pitbull
Vaddi Sharaban
De De Pyar De
Tu Mila Toh Haina
De De Pyar De
Kalank
Kalank
Chale Aana
De De Pyar De
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‘SOCIALMEDIA
CANMAKEOR
MARASTAR’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Actor Kajal Aggarwal says it’s now easier for
celebrities to directly interact with their fans

All cute and cuddly
Can you guess who is this cute little baby? It’s actor Dia
Mirza who recently posted this from her childhood. “Major
#FlashbackFriday #80sBaby,” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIAMIRZAOFFICIAL

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Parineeti to shoot in England
ctor Parineeti Chopra
will head to England,
where she pursued her
studies, for two months
from July, to shoot a remake
of the acclaimed Hollywood
film, The Girl on the Train
(2016). Based on the Paula
Hawkins bestseller, it
narrates the story of a
divorcee who gets
entangled in a missing
person’s investigation that
takes her life to the brink.
“It’s a complete contrast to
the kind of personality that
is associated with me, so I
am excited as an actor to do
something completely
new,” Parineeti said in a
statement.
IANS

A

Parineeti Chopra
PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

FREEZE FRAME

Sangeeta Yadav
or celebrities, being active
on social media, with
lakhs of followers, has
become the need of the
hour. Some like to share their
fitness and dance videos and
use it to promote their
upcoming projects, yet others
like to interact directly with the
fans. But actor Kajal Aggarwal
observes that “social media is a
powerful tool that can make or
break your career.”
Elaborating on this, Kajal
says, “Social media has taken a
whole new tangent and people
have made careers out of it. It is
amazing to see we are
progressing in life not
personally but on a community
level, where you directly
interact with your fans without
any filters or censors. They get
to hear directly from the
horses’ mouth and not from
sources or gossipmongers.”
Yet, just a few years back,
social media was considered as
a “necessity or an add-on to
one’s profile”. But now, Kajal
adds, “One’s profiling is done
on social media”.
The actor calls herself “a
little old-fashioned” when it
comes to social media as she
doesn’t like to spend her entire
day on the medium. Thus, I
have a team in place which
helps me manage and curate
my accounts. I don’t like to
randomly post anything just to
have an active presence,” Kajal
shares.
While many celebrities ‘buy’
likes to get instant responses
and followers, the actor
“doesn’t believe in buying and
paying for that”.

F

n

Swimming therapy
Sameera Reddy posted a sexy picture by the poolside,
with her baby bump. She captioned it: “Swimming has
been so therapeutic this pregnancy! To enjoy and
celebrate my growing bump. Finally had to get a
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REDDYSAMEERA
swimsuit that fit!...”

TWITTER TWATTER
@rajshriartist: Our
pandhari village head
Deepak more the most
hardworking Sarpanch
of our village
#Pandharischool
#constructiongoingon
@Nabhangan5
@AnilKapoor: There’s no

better fitspiration than
her and now she’s making
her mantras available to
everyone through
her one-of-a-kind
app! Congratulations
@TheShilpaShetty!!
This is amazing!
@ActorMadhavan:
When you lose 2 more
unexpected kgs.

Kajal
Aggarwal
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
KAJALAGGARWAL
OFFICIAL
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Intwo-threeyears,TVcontent
willsurpriseus: AshishSharma
Shreya Mukherjee
iven the kind of content
the web has been
churning out and its
growing viewership, the
medium is seen to be giving
strong competition to TV.
Popular small-screen star
Ashish Sharma, who recently
dabbled in the web space, feels
that every medium has its own
charm and commands a
different audience.
The actor, who has done a
number of popular TV shows
such as Siya Ke Ram and
Rangrasiya, says, “It’s right
that there’s scope for
experimentation on the web.
But that does not mean TV is
losing its charm. There is a
separate audience for the
medium. In many homes the
medium has become a part and
parcel of their existence. It’s
true that TV is not
experimenting a lot, but there
is a shift that is happening.
Though it’s a little sluggish
right now and TV seems to be
stuck somewhere in that
changeover, but give it
another two to three years and
one will start to see what more
the medium has to offer.”
But Ashish is hopeful that
the new phase will give TV the
much required boost.
The actor was last seen in
the show Prithvi Vallabh,
which ended last year. Since

G

Ashish Sharma

then, Ashish has not signed
any other TV show. But he has
done a film, Khejdi (2018),
playing a transgender, which
was well received at film
festivals, and a web show.
So is he taking a break from
TV to concentrate on web and
films? “I have not taken any
break. It’s just that as an artist
I always take up work that

excites me. If I get anything
interesting on TV, why will I
let go of it? Interesting
characters and the story they
are part of inspire me to be a
part of it, than the medium,”
says Ashish. He adds he has
got a few offers from TV and
films, but can’t reveal much
unless he signs on the dotted
line.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t grown complacent as an
actor, says actor Mahesh Babu
ctor Mahesh Babu’s 25th
film is all set for release
and he says he is glad he
hasn’t become complacent with
his own work in his twodecade-long career.
“I’m happy I haven’t grown
complacent as an actor. I still
prefer working with directors
who come to me with bound
scripts. Also, I will continue
doing one film a year because
there’s no point in doing too

A

many. Today, the economics of
filmmaking has changed and
the stakes are very high. Hence,
there are always high
expectations from audiences,”
Mahesh says.
He calls his forthcoming
Telugu action-drama Maharshi
special because it is unlike any
film he has done in his career so
far. “It’s a film that has so much
to offer. It has a very powerful
social message that is well-

laced with commercial
elements. It’s a film, unlike
anything I’ve done so far
because audiences can easily
relate to my character Rishi.
The journey of my character
will be interesting and
inspiring,” Mahesh says.
“Producer KL Narayana will
bankroll our project. But we
can only collaborate when we
are free from our current
IANS
commitments.
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
MAY 10, 2019

It is important to continue the medication
prescribed to cure your ailment. Some of
you might need financial advice from
someone close. Your knowledge and
business acumen will be in demand at
work. Domestic front remains excellent
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
as you get to spend quality time with
family and friends. Interruptions in travel is
likely as your visa proceeding gets delayed.
Acquisition of property is on the cards for some.
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Unnecessary tensions can just give you
sleepless nights and affect health; so stay
calm. Monetarily things do not look too
great today. Pressure of work is set to
increase. A member of the family might
need help and advice; be there for them.
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
A family vacation is on the cards and will
be a welcome change. A property
inheritance battle might become nasty.

Bono: The Irish singer, frontman for rock band U2
that is known for hits such as Sunday Bloody
Sunday (1983), With Or Without You (1987) and
Vertigo (2004), turns 59 today.

You need your own endeavour to achieve
perfect health. Increase in earnings is
indicated for some. You will need to keep
a close tab on your employees for a
project entrusted to them. A marriage or
birth is likely to bring happiness.
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
Travelling, especially by train, can prove
hectic. A favourable decision on partition of
an ancestral property might cheer everyone.

You will achieve perfect health through
your hard work and dedication. Monetary
gains from a transaction cannot be ruled
out for some. You are likely to work hard
on your original ideas to be able to win
CANCER
the day on the professional front. You
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
are set to enjoy the company of your near
and dear ones. Take adequate measures to
counter the season while travelling today. Real
estate agents can expect a good commission from a deal.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front. Stars
advice you to take things at a slower pace in your relationship.

Love Focus: You may find lover serious and irritable today. Try not to
give any stress to them even if you can’t lessen the problems that
your lover in facing.

Love Focus: Those seeking love need to be at their impressive best.
The first impression can become the last impression if it is not as per
the expectation.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Good dietary control will find some of you
coming back in shape. Those needing loan
might not get it at the most nominal
interest. A profitable day for those into
business is envisaged. Professionals will
LEO
have a good day too. Family might seek
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
more time for them since you are too busy
these days. Travelling to a far off place to
attend a family function might become
tiresome for all. Not a good day to buy or sell property today.

Health remains satisfactory. Fulfilling a
financial commitment to someone made
long ago will be much appreciated. You
are about to be offered a lucrative deal
at work, which will be hard to resist.
Health of a family member might be a
concern for some. A family trip planned
earlier might be shelved due to reasons
beyond control. Property might become the
cause for upsetting relations among close ones.

Judicious eating keeps ailments at bay.
Taking up a job on the side to augment
income helps you earn well. Striking a
balance between leisure and work at the
workplace will work in your favour.
Mood of spouse might make life tense on
the family front. Some hassles might
make your official trip uncomfortable.
Construction and property business are likely to
soar up.

Those not feeling on the top of the world
health wise should remain indoors. Much
needed monetary help may materialise
for you, making you bit relaxed. A
troublesome individual can give you a
difficult time at work. An exciting
evening out with family is on the cards
and will prove immensely enjoyable. An
overseas trip is on the cards for some. You are
likely to obtain keys to your new house today.

Love Focus: Luck favours the brave, remember that and take your
chances to approach the one you love.

Love Focus: Romance front remains gloomy as lover stays away for
some genuine reason.

Love Focus: Lover will stick to his or her promise and fulfil whatever
committed.

Love Focus: Lover will be more than accommodating. They are likely
to make all attempts to command by your orders today.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health front keeps you happy. Some of you
might have to look for more avenues to
increase earning. Though it is never too
easy to excel, especially in the field that
you are in, but you will prove everyone
wrong. You can feel apprehensive about
SAGITTARIUS
a future issue or activity on the domestic
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
front. Your yearning for a vacation might
have to be postponed. Buying your dream
house looks way too far now; but you will achieve your dream soon.

Any kind of excess can have an adverse
effect on health, so be judicious in what
you eat. Financial security will encourage
you to dream big. You will manage to
handle a contentious issue competently
on the work front. Negative
CAPRICORN
undercurrents on the domestic front
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
threaten to make the atmosphere tense.
Some of you may have to undertake an out of
town journey. True guidance is what you need in the property front.

Health keeps you happy and remains
perfect. There will be no escaping an
essential expenditure on the financial
front, but judicious spending will save
money. A transfer or promotion in the
job, that was on the cards, can be
AQUARIUS
delayed. Travelling with family to a
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
tourist destination will prove immensely
enjoyable for all. Be judicious while buying or
selling a property.

A minor health issue being cured will make
you hale and hearty. Financial gains will
shape well for some. You can face
difficulties in bagging a lucrative
assignment at work, but you will
succeed in the end. You are likely to take
PISCES
a short break with family for rest and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
rejuvenation. Buying a car might get
delayed. Purchase or development of property
is on the cards for some.

Love Focus: Things move slowly on the romantic front, but
remember, slow and steady wins the race.

Love Focus: Fight over a trivial issues can spoil a romantic outing. Try
to ignore minute things.

Love Focus: Keep romance on hold for some time as stars are not
favourable.

Love Focus: You are likely to spike your romance with some
excitement. Much more is in store for the both of you today.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Aqua green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light yellow

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Actor Sikander
Kher feels he’s
too passionate
about acting

SUDOKU

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Wait for some more time to approach the one you
secretly love. Let the right time arrive.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2007 film, Taare ZameeN Par’s
creative director Amole Gupte
created most of the paiNtiNgs
credited to IshaaN’s character.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3081
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BRTEE
ABRIR
IINWT T
F IOTNY
________ is a mere momeNt, just loNg eNough
for a joke
- HermaNN Hess (8)
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Beret, briar, nitwit, notify
ANSWER: Eternity is a mere moment, just long enough for a joke Hermann Hess

Shreya Mukherjee
ikandar Kher worked in a
number of films since
debuting with Woodstock
Villa in 2008. But none of his
films did well at the box office.
And the actor feels that’s the
reason why his film career did
not take off the way it was
expected.
But didn’t having veteran
actors Kirron Kher and
Anupam Kher as parents work
in his favour? “None of my
films have worked, had any of
them done well then things
would have been different.
Also, I have never used my
parents’ name and they also
never wanted it that way. But
more than anything else these
failures taught me that I should
not sit at home. Kaam chahiye
aur uske liye koshish karna
padhega… At the end of the day
you will have to love and

S

I know Karan Johar
since I was a child. If I
call him he will ask me
to come over.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

SIKANDER KHER ACTOR
respect yourself,” says the
actor.
So does that mean he is
outside the ambit of the
nepotism debate? “Not really.
Let me tell you first that
nepotism exists and at what
level. Unlike others, I will get to
meet the people I want to. If I
call them up and request for a
time they might oblige because
I know them. I know Karan
Johar since I was a child so if I
call him he will ask me to come
over. I ask them for 10 minutes
and within nine minutes I have
spoken to them, have shown
my showreel and I am ready to
leave. That’s how I function,”
he adds.
Sikandar was last seen in
Romeo Akbar Walter. “When
Robbie [Grewal] was working
on the film I wanted to be a part
of the project. I had to make
sure that I do justice to my
character. I am too passionate
about acting to think about
how people will judge me if I
ask them to give me work,” he
ends.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell

2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

FLEABAG

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ihaveneverused
myparents’name:
SikandarKher

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs at 1527

Once Upon A Time in China II
at 1607

0910 Kingman: The Secret
Service
1135 Predator
1337 Big Hero 6
1527 Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs
1712 Babylon A.D.
2050 Black Panther
2331 I, Robot

0919 A Cinderella Story
1058 Nacho Libre
1234 The House
1354 The Island
1607 Once Upon A Time in
China II
1922 Horrible Bosses
2100 Grudge Match
2251 The Untouchables

Toilet: Ek Prem Katha at
2000

Singham 3 at 2100

Chup Chup Ke at 2130
0830 Meri Jung One Man
Army
1130 Damini
1445 Sanam Bewafa
2130 Chup Chup Ke

1123 Heyy Babyy
1425 Dhadkan
1735 Train To Busan
2000 Toilet: Ek Prem Katha
2312 Resident Evil

Mission
Impossible III
at 1258
0941 50 First Dates
1118 Spy Kids
1258 Mission Impossible III
1512 XxX
1720 300
1914 300: Rise of An
Empire
2100 Shooter
2317 Transformers: The
Last Knight

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

0657 Kasam Paida Karane
Wale Ki
1157 Chennai Express
1534 A Flying Jatt
1756 Time Story
2100 Singham 3
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‘We are still in our honeymoon phase’

Shaelisback
withOnlyyU

Actors Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi have just completed a year of marriage
Juhi Chakraborty
hen Neha Dhupia
announced her
wedding to actor
Angad Bedi this day
last year, she called it the “best
decision of her life” on
Instagram. One year later, the
actor says the past year’s
experience is a testament to
that. Following their
whirlwind nuptials, the first
year of marriage has also been
quite eventful. The couple
welcomed their first baby,
daughter Mehr in November
last year, and both have been
keeping very busy in their
respective careers.
But Neha, 38, maintains that
they are still very much in the
“honeymoon phase.” She adds,
“It’s young love, right? We got
to know each other, I got
pregnant, we got married and
then we had a baby. There is no

W

Shael Oswal

running away from the fact
that things happened quite
quickly.”
Admitting that they couldn’t
spend much time post their
marriage, Neha shares, “The
day I got married, I took a flight
to Houston for work and just
after nine days after having
Mehr, I started working. We
both had very little time
because we both realise that we
are in a business which
requires us to be like that.”
All said and done, Angad is
thankful to his “beautiful wife
and daughter” and says that
the journey has been lovely,
and together they have been on
a path of self-discovery as well
as discovering each other.
“I thought it would be
challenging, but the one year of
our marriage has been pretty
smooth (laughs). I assure that
we will work together to make
it even smoother so that people

believe in the institution of
marriage,” says the 36-year-old
actor.
Neha says both she and
Angad make conscious efforts
to keep the romance alive in
their marriage. “I feel like a lot
of time couples get married,
have a child, but you only see
them as the mother and father
of the child. We are very aware
of the fact that we are husband
and wife first and then parents
to Mehr,” shares Neha.
So what’s their plan for year
two? Angad muses that he
would like for them to spend
more time together travelling
and utilise Neha’s expertise in

Everyday for us is a
work in progress.
We also don’t take
each other for granted.
NEHA DHUPIA ACTOR

the area. “I want to travel with
her as she has more experience
in travelling. We want Mehr to
travel with us. Also, we want to
involve her grandparents a lot
more in our life.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

The couple is celebrating their first anniversary along with their
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/NEHADHUPIA
daughter in Mauritius

HTCS

One of India’s most beloved
pop singer Shael Oswal
was born in Ludhiana. He
is a commerce graduate
and completed his
graduation from Mumbai
University. He owns a
mining business in
Singapore and Indonesia.
Some of his past
passionate hits including
Arzi Jaanaa, Dil-Ki-

Baatein, Abhi-Abhi,
Zindagi, Jaan ve, Umar
bhar, Ae dil mere,
Bandishein, Kahan hai tu,
Teri yaad mein, Tere binn
and the evergreen Soniye
Heeriye have received an
overwhelming response
from music lovers. Shael’s
latest Punjabi hit dance
song Kokaa Kokaa & New
Love Song is Onlyy U.

I was 200% sure Slow Motion will be a hit: Aziz
Samarth Goyal
inger Nakash Aziz always
knew that his song, Slow
Motion, from the
upcoming film Bharat, will be
an instant hit, since it is
picturised on Salman Khan.
“I was 200% sure people
were going to like it, because

S

it’s a Salman Khan song. On
Twitter, a few of my followers
are Salman fans, and before
the song’s release, they kept
asking me when the song was
about to release. I don’t know
from where they found out
that I will be involved in one of
the songs, but they were
clearly right,” he laughs.

At the time of going to press,
the song had received 40
million hits on YouTube, ever
since its release on April 24. “ I
know an actor like Salman can
make a song very popular. So I
am not surprised to see that it
was an instant success,” the
singer adds.
However, apart from the

equipment, nothing changes
for the 34-year-old, who insists
that his effort doesn’t change
when he is singing for a big
star. “Of course it matters to
me that I am singing for
Salman, because after all he is
Salman Khan. “Having said
that, I give my best regardless
of who the star is,” he says.

GIVES YOU TIME
TO DO MORE...
... while saving cooking gas

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING COOKWARE STORES

Buy online at

www.potsandpans.in

India’s First International Cookware Store
For corporate gift enquiry call us at: 7838212151 | For enquiry call us at: 9876667744
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AMRITSAR

‘GOSSIP
DOESN’T
HURTME’

Actor Disha Patani says that she isn’t
and never was bothered by rumours;
adds she is still as asocial as she was
Juhi Chakraborty
hat’s an actor’s life
without rumours and
link-ups? While they
know that it is a part
and parcel of their profession,
it still takes a lot of time to
acclimatise to it, especially if
they come from a non-filmi
background.
For the longest time, Disha
Patani’s personal life and her
relationship with rumoured
boyfriend Tiger Shroff, has
piqued everyone’s interest,
sometimes even more than her
career. But the actor chooses
to remain unfazed by it all.
“I never used to get hurt or
upset about the rumours and
gossip. And I am still the same.
Gossip doesn’t hurt me. I am
still as asocial as I was before I

W

STOP PRESS
SONI RAZDAN RUBBISHES
THE RANBIR-ALIA
MARRIAGE RUMOUR

I loved my role in Bharat. I would never miss out on
an opportunity like this just because it stars other
actors.
DISHA PATANI, ACTOR

became an actor. So, I don’t
really get to know or rather,
make an effort to know any
kind of gossip that is going
around,” shares Disha.
The actor’s Bollywood
career kicked off with MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story in
2016, which she followed up
with Kung Fu Yoga (2017) and
Baaghi 2 (2018). And now, her
career has gathered further
momentum after she signed
big-ticket films such as Bharat

and Malang, both of which are
multi-starrers.
On if sharing screen space
with so many actors was a
concern for her, Disha
answers in negative. “I am not
worried for sure. It’s a great
opportunity to be able to work
with great actors and big stars
in a project. I loved my role in
Bharat. I would never miss out
on an opportunity like this just
because it stars other actors,”
says the 26-year-old actor.

The film also gave her the
chance to romance actor
Salman Khan onscreen,
something which many would
see as a big opportunity since
she is paired alongside a
superstar. And Disha was also
excited for it. “Well, I wasn’t
very nervous; rather I was
pretty much excited to work
with him. He is such a big star
and I was very happy for this
opportunity,” she shares.
She gushes over Salman
some more, saying, “He is a
lovely person. He is super-easy
and makes everyone very
comfortable. He is humble and
hard working. He didn’t give
me any tips but just seeing him
on set and working with him
made me learn so much about
the job.”
n

mid reports that Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt plan to get married at
the beautiful Lake Como — just
like Ranveer Kapoor and Deepika
Padukone — Alia’s mother Soni
Razdan on Wednesday junked
such ‘rumours’. “It is a totally
baseless rumour,” she said. —IANS

auahar Khan is currently
hosting a live show on a
travel app, something that
the actor has been very excited
about. Besides films and
television, she has also been
part of a broadway style
musical, Zangoora. And now,
she admits that in today’s day
and age, it is imperative for an
actor to be a part of great
projects, irrespective of the
platform.
“It is very important as an
actor to be seen across all
platforms. Visibility and
traction is different, but just to
be able to deliver what your
audience expects of you is of
prime importance. My fans
want to see me all the time, so
hosting is something I am very
excited about. I also enjoy
everything I do. Whether it is
TV, web or films, I am going to
do it all. I also did a lot of live
stuff after Zangoora. So, I am
glad that I am being accepted
across all mediums”, Gauahar
says. Most TV actors are asked
about the content on television
being substandard, but
Gauahar says that it is the
demand and the need of the
hour that pushes makers to
keep making supernatural
shows and daily soaps. “It is not
only about what producers are
making, but also about what
people are consuming, because
if you see the TRPs they’re the
highest for mythological and
fictional shows. You just
cannot blame the producers for
making these kind of shows
because the demand for them is
high,” she explains.

G

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

A

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
(left) and Soni Razdan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

Taking baby steps to merge
healing and work, says Irrfan

rrfan, who is currently
shooting for a film after a
year-long break following
his neuroendocrine tumour
diagnosis, says he is on the
road to recovery but still
needs space to heal.
The 52-year-old actor
received treatment in a
London hospital and returned
to the country early this year.
In a statement, addressed
to his “friends in the media”,
the actor said he has been
getting requests to share his
story but needs more time to
process it.
“Last few months have
been on a road to recovery, a
period to heal, to fight the
fatigue and face the reel and
real world. I am aware of your
concern and request to talk to
you, share my journey, but I
am fathoming it myself,
inhaling and internalising,
taking baby steps to merge my
healing with work and trying
to experiment the
amalgamation of both,” Irrfan
said.
The actor is shooting for
Angrezi Medium, the muchanticipated sequel to his 2017
blockbuster Hindi Medium.
Irrfan said he was grateful
for the well wishes he
received from his friends in
the media. “I am deeply
touched by your wishes, your
prayers and it means a lot for
me and my family. I truly
respect the way you respected
my journey, giving me time
and space to heal,” the actor
said. “Thank you for your
patience and the warmth and
the love all through this
overwhelming journey,” he
added.
Irrfan ended his statement
drawing on a poem by famous
Austrian poet Rainer Maria
Rilke. “I feel an urge to share
with you something. I live my

I

I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in
a different way, it
should seem like part
of a conversation.
I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between
two characters.

Pooja Sharma

N

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI,
ACTOR

PHOTO: IANS

primordial tower, and I circle
ten thousand years long; And
I still don’t know if I’m a
falcon, a storm, or an
unfinished song.”

PTI

Prashant Siingh
e startted his directorial
journ
ney with a bang,
thank
ks to I Hate Luv
Storys (20110). But three years
later, direcctor Punit
Malhotra’ss filmi ride hit a
speed-brea
aker when Gori Tere
Pyaar Mein (GTPM) tanked at
the box offfice. Then on, he
stayed awa
ay from arc-lights
for six ye
ears. Probably that’s
why, as he readies for the
releasse of Student of The
Yearr 2 (SOTY2), Punit is
“a biit nervous as well as
excitted”.
“W
We have worked
very
y hard in SOTY 2.
nd I’m very excited to
put it out for people to
watch
h,” says Punit,
addiing: “There are a lot
of th
hings you need to get
righ
ht [in a film]. That’s
wh
hy I am nervous due
to
o a lot of factors put
together. Everyone’s
[Tiger Shroff, Tara
Sutaria and Ananya
S
Panday] journey
has come together
in the film, so,
opefully, we don’t let
o
anyo
one down.” What
was g
going through his
mind
d when GTPM tanked
so bad
dly? “I was very
depre
essed. For at least
8-10 m
months, I mustn’t
have g
gotten out of my
house. I needed to do a lot
of intro
ospection to figure

PU
UNIT MALHOTRA,
IRECTOR
make it sound like a
conversation between two
characters. Pehle, filmon
mein dialogues bana ke
bolte they. All the credit

life in widening rings which
spread over earth and sky. I
may not ever complete the
last one, but that is what I will
try.
I circle around God’s

Ididnotstepoutofmyhousefor
8-10months,saysPunitMalhotra

The firsst part of SOTY
got a loot of things right.
So, thee biggest
challennge was to take
it a stepp ahead. We
workedd towards that
and I thhink we have
covvered our bases.
says, “I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in a
different way, it should
seem like part of a
conversation. I try my best to

Irrfan

H

‘I liked Dada Kondke… He
broke all the norms of a hero’
awazuddin Siddiqui has
essayed a wide spectrum
of characters — a man
who works in a morgue in
Shorts (2013), murderer in
Raman Raghav 2.0 (2016) and
a political figure in
Thackeray. Every actor has
their own inspirations or type
of cinema that they have
admired, or have a reference
point before delving into the
profession of acting. However,
the Manto (2018) actor claims
that he didn’t really watch
Hindi cinema while growing
up. He says, “I haven’t seen
many Hindi films, be it old or
even the relatively newer
ones. In terms of actors, I
really liked [Marathi actor]
Dada Kondke. People would
say his films had double
meaning. But there is only
one actor whom I liked a lot,
and that was him. He broke all
the norms of a hero or even a
villain. People used to like his
style of acting. And it’s not
like he would even wear fancy
clothes, or had a certain type
of body — none of these frills.
What happens otherwise is
feudalism — the mentality
that screams ‘dekho main
bada aadmi hoon (in showbiz)’
and all that.”
Dada Kondke was famous
for his one-liners in his
movies. From the current
generation, Nawazuddin is
one of those few actors who
have delivered heavyweight
dialogues in his films, which
have become quite popular —
be it Gangs of Wasseypur
series, Badlapur (2015) or
even the web series Sacred
Games. Talking about
expressing these lines with
ease, the Photograph actor

‘IT’S IMPORTANT
TO BE SEEN
ACROSS
PLATFORMS’

should also go the
writers; it’s just that it
shouldn’t sound like
dialoguebaazi.”
n

out a lot of things including
how I could move ahead in life.
I kept looking for answers and
then I realised there is only
one way out — putting your
head down and working hard.
That’s exactly what I’ve been
doing,” he says.
The young director says
that Karan Johar [SOTY2
producer] has always been
“a great source of
encouragement” for him. “He
has pulled me up many a
times. But he has also been
very sweet and supportive.
Between us, I think we have
gone through the whole
spectrum of emotions. So,
coming up with SOTY2 has
been one big emotional
journey for us,” he says.
Punit readily admits that he
does feel “pressurised” due to
high expectations from

SOTY2. “The first part got a lot
of things right. So, the biggest
challenge was to take it a step
ahead. We worked towards
that and I think we have
covered our bases. The added
pressure is that the first film
was made by Karan himself,”
he says, adding that given an
opportunity, he would “work
harder” to redo GTPM, and
“get it right this time.”
Next on the director’s to-do
list is a “nice, big” action
caper. “Actually, I have been
very keen to make one for
some time now. In fact, during
one of the action sequences in
SOTY 2, Tiger told me: ‘do you
realise that you aren’t a love
story director but an action
film-maker? You just haven’t
tried it.’ So, I look forward
to experience action in
a big way,” he says.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Stills from I
Hate Luv Storys
(left) and Gori
Tere Pyaar Mein
(above)
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TOP GLOBAL ARTISTS
1 ALKA YAGNIK

Aankh Marey (above) and Dilbar (below) by Neha Kakkar topped
international charts when they were released

6 KUMAR SANU

(last week #1)

(last week #9)

VIEWS: 206M

VIEWS: 158M

2 FARRUKO

7 BTS

(last week #3)

(last week #8)

VIEWS: 193M

VIEWS: 146M

3 NEHA KAKKAR

8 UDIT NARAYAN

(last week #4)

(last week #11)

VIEWS: 185M

VIEWS: 146M

4 TAYLOR SWIFT

9 KATY PERRY

(last week #90)

(last week #12)

VIEWS: 177M

VIEWS: 145M

5 J BALVIN

10 BLACKPINK

(last week #2)

(last week #5)

VIEWS: 174M

VIEWS: 145M

(Note: The number of views means a user spent more than 30
seconds on each song on YouTube)

HITTING THE
RIGHT NOTES...
AND NUMBERS

NUMBER 1
ALKA YAGNIK
(LAST WEEK #1)
VIEWS: 206M

Videos of yesteryear Bollywood singers’ songs have
been ruling YouTube’s global music charts. While
Alka Yagnik is the numero uno, Udit Narayan and
Kumar Sanu feature in the top 10
Samarth Goyal
or over two weeks now,
singer Alka Yagnik has
been number one on the
YouTube global artists
list, which is revised every
week, and currently features
the likes of J Balvin, Taylor
Swift and the hit K-pop act BTS.
If you thought this is just a oneoff, another ’90s playback
voice, Kumar Sanu features in
the top ten along with current
sensation Neha Kakkar, who
garnered one billion streams

F

INDIAN ARTISTS IN
THE GLOBAL TOP 100
n Alka Yagnik: 206M
n Neha Kakkar: 193M
n Kumar Sanu: 158M
n Udit Narayan: 146M
n Arijit Singh: 138M
n Dhvani Bhanushali:

90.6M

NUMBER 6
KUMAR SANU
(LAST WEEK #9)
VIEWS: 158M

n Shreya Ghoshal: 78.7M

on a popular music app and
seems to turn everything that
she touches to gold.
Evidently, Indian musicians
are reigning supreme, and
giving tough competition to the
international biggies such as
Drake and Rihanna. “I never
had a clue that the songs I have
sung have become so popular
that people are listening to
them across the globe. It’s a
great feeling, and I am shocked,
surprised and everything else,”
says a chuffed Yagnik, does live
shows now, but used to rule
Bollywood in the ’90s .
Twenty other musicians,
including Arijit Singh, Guru
Randhawa and Dhvani
Bhanushali, regularly feature
in the top 100 weekly charts. It
is the second highest number
of musicians from one country
after the US, which has 30-odd
musicians in the list. However,
the fact that Indian musicians
are better numbers compared
to pop stars with a global fan
following, bodes well for Indian
music. “The credit goes to the

audience, who stream one song
multiple times and make it
global. It feels nice, because
you have worked hard on
something that gets so much of
love. I am happy that my music
is getting recognised globally,
and I feel nice to be able to do
something for my country,”
says Randhawa.
Bhushan Kumar, whose
T-Series became the biggest
channel on YouTube recently,
feels that it was only a matter of

Neha Kakkar
PHOTO: MANOJ
VERMA/HT

NUMBER 3
NEHA KAKKAR
(LAST WEEK #4)
VIEWS: 185M
time before Indian music got
recognised internationally.
“I am not surprised to see that
Indian musicians are becoming
big abroad. This proves that if
there’s good melody, people
will listen to it no matter what
language is the song in. This
will only get better,” he tells us.
Also, over the last year,
artists Guru Randhawa,
Badshah, Arijit Singh and
Neha Kakkar have topped the
YouTube music individual
charts in United Kingdom,
Australia, New Zealand and
Canada. “YouTube is making
the world smaller, where fans
can have easy access to artists
from wherever they live and it
is stunning to watch Indian
artists flex their creative
muscle around the world. Our
teams are constantly working

Nikhil
Chinapa

n Guru Randhawa: 77.6M
n Sonu Nigam: 60.4M
n Lata Mangeshkar:

65.1M
n Anuradha Paudwal:

57.4M
n Khesari Lal Yadav:

52.4M
n Badshah: 47.1M
n Nikhil D’Souza: 46.8M
n Mika Singh: 44M
n Tony Kakkar: 42.2M
n Asees Kaur: 41.3M

If a song is a hit, the
musician’s manager
needs to think of ways
to find ways to increase
its life span, instead of
focusing on trends and
number of hits.
NIKHIL CHINAPA VJ-DJ

to strengthen our platform so
artists can shine and we are
excited to partner with Indian
artists,” says Pawan Agarwal,
head of Music Content
Partnerships (India and South
Asia), YouTube. He adds that
while until a year ago, no video
featuring Indian artists had
surpassed 500 million views,
eight videos have reached the
milestone today.
VJ-DJ Nikhil Chinapa feels
that the numbers on these
charts prove that Indian music,
too, is timeless like that of the
Beatles and ABBA, but adds
that musicians back home are
yet to reach the level of an
international pop sensation —
the kind that K-pop and Latin
pop acts have achieved.
“It’s a great thing to see
that people love listening to
Indian music. But that’s only
limited to India. If a musician
wants to be like a Drake or a DJ
Snake, people around that
musician need to drive his
name and his brand and make
sure that a musician doesn’t
say that I will follow up my
music with a tour, and do
nothing else. If a song is a hit,
the musician’s manager needs
to think of ways to find ways to
increase the life span of that
one song which became a big
hit, instead of focusing on
trends and number of hits,
which often are lies — just
like Sunburn music festival
does, when it twists a
story to claim that they have
been voted as one of the best
music festivals in the world ,”
he says.
One may also credit the
numbers to the fact that
internet users in India are set
to reach a staggering 627
million in 2019. But Indian
music has announced itself on
the global scene. They’ve come,
they’ve been seen, and they’re
here to conquer.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

n Vishal-Shekhar: 39.4M
n Pawan Singh: 36.8M
n Neeti Mohan: 34.4M

ON THIS DAY IN 2007
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Salman sir is very particular about
work ethics, says Pranutan

A still from
the song Slow
Motion from
Bharat

Salman
Khan
PHOTO:
PRODIP

Shreya Mukherjee
hen it’s Salman Khan,
industry colleagues
and young actors who
he mentors or launches,
always have good things to
say. Actor Pranutan Bahl,
who recently made her
Bollywood debut with
Notebook, backed by Salman,
also showers praises on him.
Beginning with the advice
she got from him, Pranutan
shares that the only thing he
told me is to “work very
hard”. “When you are
spending time with Salman
sir you talk very less about
acting and more about other
things. More than the
technicalities, he is concerned
about your behaviour,
discipline and values,” says
the actor, who considers
Salman as her mentor.

W

Pranutan Bahl
PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

The actor also shares that
Salman is very particular
about work ethics. “He
believes that is what matters
the most. If you are a good
human being and you have
good work ethics then no one
can stop you from growing,
because it reflects in your
work,” she adds.
On a lighter note, Pranutan
adds that Salman would also
share with her interesting
anecdotes of working with
her father, actor Mohnish
Bahl. “He and my father
have worked in a few
films and share a good
rapport. As a child, I
remember visiting the sets
and watching them perform.
There are incidents and
stories that he at times would
tell me that I enjoyed
listening,” adds the actor.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

GUHA

Fever Ka Thappa
US hip hop artist Akon apologised after footage of him dancing
provocatively on stage with a teenage girl was posted on the
internet. It led to the telecommunications company Verizon
pulling out as a sponsor of his US tour with Gwen Stefani. The
incident took place on April 12, in Trinidad, where Akon was
performing at a nightclub. It was later reported that the girl was
just 14. In a statement Akon said that he didn’t know the girl was
underage. He said: “I want to sincerely apologise for the
embarrassment and any pain I’ve caused to the young woman
who joined me on stage, her family and the Trinidad community
for the events at my concert.”

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM
Song
Film/Album
Slow Motion
Bharat
Yeh Jawaani
Student Of The Year 2
First Class
Kalank
Hook Up song
Student Of The Year 2
Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyan
Student Of The Year 2
Slowly Slowly
Guru Randhawa ft. Pitbull
Vaddi Sharaban
De De Pyar De
Tu Mila Toh Haina
De De Pyar De
Kalank
Kalank
Chale Aana
De De Pyar De
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‘SOCIALMEDIA
CANMAKEOR
MARASTAR’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Actor Kajal Aggarwal says it’s now easier for
celebrities to directly interact with their fans

All cute and cuddly
Can you guess who is this cute little baby? It’s actor Dia
Mirza who recently posted this from her childhood. “Major
#FlashbackFriday #80sBaby,” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIAMIRZAOFFICIAL

QUOTE HANGER
A 5’4 GIRL IS NOT
GOING TO LOOK
LIKE A DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, OR A
5’7 IS NOT GOING
TO LOOK LIKE AN
ALIA BHATT. SO,
IT’S IMPORTANT
TO DO WHAT’S
BEST FOR YOUR
BODY AND DO
WHAT YOU
ENJOY.

WE SEE WOMEN
DANCING IN
FILMS AS BEING
OBJECTIFIED. IF
YOU, AS A
WOMAN, OR
ACTRESS, FEELS
FOR ONE SECOND
YOU ARE BEING
OBJECTIFIED IN
THE SONG, YOU
SHOULD NOT BE
DOING IT.

SONAM K AHUJA,
ACTOR

KATRINA KAIF ,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Parineeti to shoot in England
ctor Parineeti Chopra
will head to England,
where she pursued her
studies, for two months
from July, to shoot a remake
of the acclaimed Hollywood
film, The Girl on the Train
(2016). Based on the Paula
Hawkins bestseller, it
narrates the story of a
divorcee who gets
entangled in a missing
person’s investigation that
takes her life to the brink.
“It’s a complete contrast to
the kind of personality that
is associated with me, so I
am excited as an actor to do
something completely
new,” Parineeti said in a
statement.
IANS

A

Sangeeta Yadav
or celebrities, being active
on social media, with
lakhs of followers, has
become the need of the
hour. Some like to share their
fitness and dance videos and
use it to promote their
upcoming projects, yet others
like to interact directly with the
fans. But actor Kajal Aggarwal
observes that “social media is a
powerful tool that can make or
break your career.”
Elaborating on this, Kajal
says, “Social media has taken a
whole new tangent and people
have made careers out of it. It is
amazing to see we are
progressing in life not
personally but on a community
level, where you directly
interact with your fans without
any filters or censors. They get
to hear directly from the
horses’ mouth and not from
sources or gossipmongers.”
Yet, just a few years back,
social media was considered as
a “necessity or an add-on to
one’s profile”. But now, Kajal
adds, “One’s profiling is done
on social media”.
The actor calls herself “a
little old-fashioned” when it
comes to social media as she
doesn’t like to spend her entire
day on the medium. Thus, I
have a team in place which
helps me manage and curate
my accounts. I don’t like to
randomly post anything just to
have an active presence,” Kajal
shares.
While many celebrities ‘buy’
likes to get instant responses
and followers, the actor
“doesn’t believe in buying and
paying for that”.

F

n

Kajal
Aggarwal
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
KAJALAGGARWAL
OFFICIAL
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Intwo-threeyears,TVcontent
willsurpriseus: AshishSharma
Shreya Mukherjee
iven the kind of content
the web has been
churning out and its
growing viewership, the
medium is seen to be giving
strong competition to TV.
Popular small-screen star
Ashish Sharma, who recently
dabbled in the web space, feels
that every medium has its own
charm and commands a
different audience.
The actor, who has done a
number of popular TV shows
such as Siya Ke Ram and
Rangrasiya, says, “It’s right
that there’s scope for
experimentation on the web.
But that does not mean TV is
losing its charm. There is a
separate audience for the
medium. In many homes the
medium has become a part and
parcel of their existence. It’s
true that TV is not
experimenting a lot, but there
is a shift that is happening.
Though it’s a little sluggish
right now and TV seems to be
stuck somewhere in that
changeover, but give it
another two to three years and
one will start to see what more
the medium has to offer.”
But Ashish is hopeful that
the new phase will give TV the
much required boost.
The actor was last seen in
the show Prithvi Vallabh,
which ended last year. Since

G

Ashish Sharma

then, Ashish has not signed
any other TV show. But he has
done a film, Khejdi (2018),
playing a transgender, which
was well received at film
festivals, and a web show.
So is he taking a break from
TV to concentrate on web and
films? “I have not taken any
break. It’s just that as an artist
I always take up work that

excites me. If I get anything
interesting on TV, why will I
let go of it? Interesting
characters and the story they
are part of inspire me to be a
part of it, than the medium,”
says Ashish. He adds he has
got a few offers from TV and
films, but can’t reveal much
unless he signs on the dotted
line.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t grown complacent as an
actor, says actor Mahesh Babu
Parineeti Chopra
PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

FREEZE FRAME

ctor Mahesh Babu’s 25th
film is all set for release
and he says he is glad he
hasn’t become complacent with
his own work in his twodecade-long career.
“I’m happy I haven’t grown
complacent as an actor. I still
prefer working with directors
who come to me with bound
scripts. Also, I will continue
doing one film a year because
there’s no point in doing too

A

many. Today, the economics of
filmmaking has changed and
the stakes are very high. Hence,
there are always high
expectations from audiences,”
Mahesh says.
He calls his forthcoming
Telugu action-drama Maharshi
special because it is unlike any
film he has done in his career so
far. “It’s a film that has so much
to offer. It has a very powerful
social message that is well-

laced with commercial
elements. It’s a film, unlike
anything I’ve done so far
because audiences can easily
relate to my character Rishi.
The journey of my character
will be interesting and
inspiring,” Mahesh says.
“Producer KL Narayana will
bankroll our project. But we
can only collaborate when we
are free from our current
IANS
commitments.

Swimming therapy
Sameera Reddy posted a sexy picture by the poolside,
with her baby bump. She captioned it: “Swimming has
been so therapeutic this pregnancy! To enjoy and
celebrate my growing bump. Finally had to get a
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REDDYSAMEERA
swimsuit that fit!...”

TWITTER TWATTER
@rajshriartist: Our
pandhari village head
Deepak more the most
hardworking Sarpanch of
our village #Pandharischool
#constructiongoingon
@Nabhangan5
@AnilKapoor: There’s no
better fitspiration than her
and now she’s making her
mantras available to
everyone through her oneof-a-kind app!
Congratulations
@TheShilpaShetty!! This is
amazing!
@ActorMadhavan: When
you lose 2 more unexpected
kgs.
@aapkadharam: My most
loving memories, my
“village rahatt” “tinda wala

khoo “ I created at my farm .
yaadeyn ye, JAAN hain meri .
@thevirdas: This is an open
threat to the people of
Seattle and San Jose. I’m in
your cities this week. Come
see the #LovedTour or
else.....
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htcity TIME OUT

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
MAY 10, 2019

It is important to continue the medication
prescribed to cure your ailment. Some of
you might need financial advice from
someone close. Your knowledge and
business acumen will be in demand at
work. Domestic front remains excellent
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
as you get to spend quality time with
family and friends. Interruptions in travel is
likely as your visa proceeding gets delayed.
Acquisition of property is on the cards for some.

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
FR I DAY, M AY 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

Unnecessary tensions can just give you
sleepless nights and affect health; so stay
calm. Monetarily things do not look too
great today. Pressure of work is set to
increase. A member of the family might
need help and advice; be there for them.
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
A family vacation is on the cards and will
be a welcome change. A property
inheritance battle might become nasty.

Bono: The Irish singer, frontman for rock band U2
that is known for hits such as Sunday Bloody
Sunday (1983), With Or Without You (1987) and
Vertigo (2004), turns 59 today.

You need your own endeavour to achieve
perfect health. Increase in earnings is
indicated for some. You will need to keep
a close tab on your employees for a
project entrusted to them. A marriage or
birth is likely to bring happiness.
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
Travelling, especially by train, can prove
hectic. A favourable decision on partition of
an ancestral property might cheer everyone.

You will achieve perfect health through
your hard work and dedication. Monetary
gains from a transaction cannot be ruled
out for some. You are likely to work hard
on your original ideas to be able to win
CANCER
the day on the professional front. You
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
are set to enjoy the company of your near
and dear ones. Take adequate measures to
counter the season while travelling today. Real
estate agents can expect a good commission from a deal.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front. Stars
advice you to take things at a slower pace in your relationship.

Love Focus: You may find lover serious and irritable today. Try not to
give any stress to them even if you can’t lessen the problems that
your lover in facing.

Love Focus: Those seeking love need to be at their impressive best.
The first impression can become the last impression if it is not as per
the expectation.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Good dietary control will find some of you
coming back in shape. Those needing loan
might not get it at the most nominal
interest. A profitable day for those into
business is envisaged. Professionals will
LEO
have a good day too. Family might seek
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
more time for them since you are too busy
these days. Travelling to a far off place to
attend a family function might become
tiresome for all. Not a good day to buy or sell property today.

Health remains satisfactory. Fulfilling a
financial commitment to someone made
long ago will be much appreciated. You
are about to be offered a lucrative deal
at work, which will be hard to resist.
Health of a family member might be a
concern for some. A family trip planned
earlier might be shelved due to reasons
beyond control. Property might become the
cause for upsetting relations among close ones.

Judicious eating keeps ailments at bay.
Taking up a job on the side to augment
income helps you earn well. Striking a
balance between leisure and work at the
workplace will work in your favour.
Mood of spouse might make life tense on
the family front. Some hassles might
make your official trip uncomfortable.
Construction and property business are likely to
soar up.

Those not feeling on the top of the world
health wise should remain indoors. Much
needed monetary help may materialise
for you, making you bit relaxed. A
troublesome individual can give you a
difficult time at work. An exciting
evening out with family is on the cards
and will prove immensely enjoyable. An
overseas trip is on the cards for some. You are
likely to obtain keys to your new house today.

Love Focus: Luck favours the brave, remember that and take your
chances to approach the one you love.

Love Focus: Romance front remains gloomy as lover stays away for
some genuine reason.

Love Focus: Lover will stick to his or her promise and fulfil whatever
committed.

Love Focus: Lover will be more than accommodating. They are likely
to make all attempts to command by your orders today.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health front keeps you happy. Some of you
might have to look for more avenues to
increase earning. Though it is never too
easy to excel, especially in the field that
you are in, but you will prove everyone
wrong. You can feel apprehensive about
SAGITTARIUS
a future issue or activity on the domestic
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
front. Your yearning for a vacation might
have to be postponed. Buying your dream
house looks way too far now; but you will achieve your dream soon.

Any kind of excess can have an adverse
effect on health, so be judicious in what
you eat. Financial security will encourage
you to dream big. You will manage to
handle a contentious issue competently
on the work front. Negative
CAPRICORN
undercurrents on the domestic front
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
threaten to make the atmosphere tense.
Some of you may have to undertake an out of
town journey. True guidance is what you need in the property front.

Health keeps you happy and remains
perfect. There will be no escaping an
essential expenditure on the financial
front, but judicious spending will save
money. A transfer or promotion in the
job, that was on the cards, can be
AQUARIUS
delayed. Travelling with family to a
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
tourist destination will prove immensely
enjoyable for all. Be judicious while buying or
selling a property.

A minor health issue being cured will make
you hale and hearty. Financial gains will
shape well for some. You can face
difficulties in bagging a lucrative
assignment at work, but you will
succeed in the end. You are likely to take
PISCES
a short break with family for rest and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
rejuvenation. Buying a car might get
delayed. Purchase or development of property
is on the cards for some.

Love Focus: Things move slowly on the romantic front, but
remember, slow and steady wins the race.

Love Focus: Fight over a trivial issues can spoil a romantic outing. Try
to ignore minute things.

Love Focus: Keep romance on hold for some time as stars are not
favourable.

Love Focus: You are likely to spike your romance with some
excitement. Much more is in store for the both of you today.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Aqua green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light yellow

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Actor Sikander
Kher feels he’s
too passionate
about acting

SUDOKU

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Wait for some more time to approach the one you
secretly love. Let the right time arrive.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2007 film, Taare ZameeN Par’s
creative director Amole Gupte
created most of the paiNtiNgs
credited to IshaaN’s character.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3081
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BRTEE
ABRIR
IINWT T
F IOTNY
________ is a mere momeNt, just loNg eNough
for a joke
- HermaNN Hess (8)
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Beret, briar, nitwit, notify
ANSWER: Eternity is a mere moment, just long enough for a joke Hermann Hess

Shreya Mukherjee
ikandar Kher worked in a
number of films since
debuting with Woodstock
Villa in 2008. But none of his
films did well at the box office.
And the actor feels that’s the
reason why his film career did
not take off the way it was
expected.
But didn’t having veteran
actors Kirron Kher and
Anupam Kher as parents work
in his favour? “None of my
films have worked, had any of
them done well then things
would have been different.
Also, I have never used my
parents’ name and they also
never wanted it that way. But
more than anything else these
failures taught me that I should
not sit at home. Kaam chahiye
aur uske liye koshish karna
padhega… At the end of the day
you will have to love and

S

I know Karan Johar
since I was a child. If I
call him he will ask me
to come over.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

SIKANDER KHER ACTOR
respect yourself,” says the
actor.
So does that mean he is
outside the ambit of the
nepotism debate? “Not really.
Let me tell you first that
nepotism exists and at what
level. Unlike others, I will get to
meet the people I want to. If I
call them up and request for a
time they might oblige because
I know them. I know Karan
Johar since I was a child so if I
call him he will ask me to come
over. I ask them for 10 minutes
and within nine minutes I have
spoken to them, have shown
my showreel and I am ready to
leave. That’s how I function,”
he adds.
Sikandar was last seen in
Romeo Akbar Walter. “When
Robbie [Grewal] was working
on the film I wanted to be a part
of the project. I had to make
sure that I do justice to my
character. I am too passionate
about acting to think about
how people will judge me if I
ask them to give me work,” he
ends.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell

2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

FLEABAG

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ihaveneverused
myparents’name:
SikandarKher

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs at 1527

Once Upon A Time in China II
at 1607

0910 Kingman: The Secret
Service
1135 Predator
1337 Big Hero 6
1527 Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs
1712 Babylon A.D.
2050 Black Panther
2331 I, Robot

0919 A Cinderella Story
1058 Nacho Libre
1234 The House
1354 The Island
1607 Once Upon A Time in
China II
1922 Horrible Bosses
2100 Grudge Match
2251 The Untouchables

Toilet: Ek Prem Katha at
2000

Singham 3 at 2100

Chup Chup Ke at 2130
0830 Meri Jung One Man
Army
1130 Damini
1445 Sanam Bewafa
2130 Chup Chup Ke

1123 Heyy Babyy
1425 Dhadkan
1735 Train To Busan
2000 Toilet: Ek Prem Katha
2312 Resident Evil

Mission
Impossible III
at 1258
0941 50 First Dates
1118 Spy Kids
1258 Mission Impossible III
1512 XxX
1720 300
1914 300: Rise of An
Empire
2100 Shooter
2317 Transformers: The
Last Knight

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

0657 Kasam Paida Karane
Wale Ki
1157 Chennai Express
1534 A Flying Jatt
1756 Time Story
2100 Singham 3
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‘We are still in our honeymoon phase’

Shaelisback
withOnlyyU

Actors Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi have just completed a year of marriage
Juhi Chakraborty
hen Neha Dhupia
announced her
wedding to actor
Angad Bedi this day
last year, she called it the “best
decision of her life” on
Instagram. One year later, the
actor says the past year’s
experience is a testament to
that. Following their
whirlwind nuptials, the first
year of marriage has also been
quite eventful. The couple
welcomed their first baby,
daughter Mehr in November
last year, and both have been
keeping very busy in their
respective careers.
But Neha, 38, maintains that
they are still very much in the
“honeymoon phase.” She adds,
“It’s young love, right? We got
to know each other, I got
pregnant, we got married and
then we had a baby. There is no

W

Shael Oswal

running away from the fact
that things happened quite
quickly.”
Admitting that they couldn’t
spend much time post their
marriage, Neha shares, “The
day I got married, I took a flight
to Houston for work and just
after nine days after having
Mehr, I started working. We
both had very little time
because we both realise that we
are in a business which
requires us to be like that.”
All said and done, Angad is
thankful to his “beautiful wife
and daughter” and says that
the journey has been lovely,
and together they have been on
a path of self-discovery as well
as discovering each other.
“I thought it would be
challenging, but the one year of
our marriage has been pretty
smooth (laughs). I assure that
we will work together to make
it even smoother so that people

believe in the institution of
marriage,” says the 36-year-old
actor.
Neha says both she and
Angad make conscious efforts
to keep the romance alive in
their marriage. “I feel like a lot
of time couples get married,
have a child, but you only see
them as the mother and father
of the child. We are very aware
of the fact that we are husband
and wife first and then parents
to Mehr,” shares Neha.
So what’s their plan for year
two? Angad muses that he
would like for them to spend
more time together travelling
and utilise Neha’s expertise in

Everyday for us is a
work in progress.
We also don’t take
each other for granted.
NEHA DHUPIA ACTOR

the area. “I want to travel with
her as she has more experience
in travelling. We want Mehr to
travel with us. Also, we want to
involve her grandparents a lot
more in our life.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

The couple is celebrating their first anniversary along with their
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/NEHADHUPIA
daughter in Mauritius

HTCS

One of India’s most beloved
pop singer Shael Oswal
was born in Ludhiana. He
is a commerce graduate
and completed his
graduation from Mumbai
University. He owns a
mining business in
Singapore and Indonesia.
Some of his past
passionate hits including
Arzi Jaanaa, Dil-Ki-

Baatein, Abhi-Abhi,
Zindagi, Jaan ve, Umar
bhar, Ae dil mere,
Bandishein, Kahan hai tu,
Teri yaad mein, Tere binn
and the evergreen Soniye
Heeriye have received an
overwhelming response
from music lovers. Shael’s
latest Punjabi hit dance
song Kokaa Kokaa & New
Love Song is Onlyy U.

I was 200% sure Slow Motion will be a hit: Aziz
Samarth Goyal
inger Nakash Aziz always
knew that his song, Slow
Motion, from the
upcoming film Bharat, will be
an instant hit, since it is
picturised on Salman Khan.
“I was 200% sure people
were going to like it, because

S

it’s a Salman Khan song. On
Twitter, a few of my followers
are Salman fans, and before
the song’s release, they kept
asking me when the song was
about to release. I don’t know
from where they found out
that I will be involved in one of
the songs, but they were
clearly right,” he laughs.

At the time of going to press,
the song had received 40
million hits on YouTube, ever
since its release on April 24. “ I
know an actor like Salman can
make a song very popular. So I
am not surprised to see that it
was an instant success,” the
singer adds.
However, apart from the

equipment, nothing changes
for the 34-year-old, who insists
that his effort doesn’t change
when he is singing for a big
star. “Of course it matters to
me that I am singing for
Salman, because after all he is
Salman Khan. “Having said
that, I give my best regardless
of who the star is,” he says.

GIVES YOU TIME
TO DO MORE...
... while saving cooking gas

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING COOKWARE STORES

Buy online at

www.potsandpans.in

India’s First International Cookware Store
For corporate gift enquiry call us at: 7838212151 | For enquiry call us at: 9876667744
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‘GOSSIP
DOESN’T
HURTME’

Actor Disha Patani says that she isn’t
and never was bothered by rumours;
adds she is still as asocial as she was
Juhi Chakraborty
hat’s an actor’s life
without rumours and
link-ups? While they
know that it is a part
and parcel of their profession,
it still takes a lot of time to
acclimatise to it, especially if
they come from a non-filmi
background.
For the longest time, Disha
Patani’s personal life and her
relationship with rumoured
boyfriend Tiger Shroff, has
piqued everyone’s interest,
sometimes even more than her
career. But the actor chooses
to remain unfazed by it all.
“I never used to get hurt or
upset about the rumours and
gossip. And I am still the same.
Gossip doesn’t hurt me. I am
still as asocial as I was before I

W

STOP PRESS
SONI RAZDAN RUBBISHES
THE RANBIR-ALIA
MARRIAGE RUMOUR

I loved my role in Bharat. I would never miss out on
an opportunity like this just because it stars other
actors.
DISHA PATANI, ACTOR

became an actor. So, I don’t
really get to know or rather,
make an effort to know any
kind of gossip that is going
around,” shares Disha.
The actor’s Bollywood
career kicked off with MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story in
2016, which she followed up
with Kung Fu Yoga (2017) and
Baaghi 2 (2018). And now, her
career has gathered further
momentum after she signed
big-ticket films such as Bharat

and Malang, both of which are
multi-starrers.
On if sharing screen space
with so many actors was a
concern for her, Disha
answers in negative. “I am not
worried for sure. It’s a great
opportunity to be able to work
with great actors and big stars
in a project. I loved my role in
Bharat. I would never miss out
on an opportunity like this just
because it stars other actors,”
says the 26-year-old actor.

The film also gave her the
chance to romance actor
Salman Khan onscreen,
something which many would
see as a big opportunity since
she is paired alongside a
superstar. And Disha was also
excited for it. “Well, I wasn’t
very nervous; rather I was
pretty much excited to work
with him. He is such a big star
and I was very happy for this
opportunity,” she shares.
She gushes over Salman
some more, saying, “He is a
lovely person. He is super-easy
and makes everyone very
comfortable. He is humble and
hard working. He didn’t give
me any tips but just seeing him
on set and working with him
made me learn so much about
the job.”
n

mid reports that Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt plan to get married at
the beautiful Lake Como — just
like Ranveer Kapoor and Deepika
Padukone — Alia’s mother Soni
Razdan on Wednesday junked
such ‘rumours’. “It is a totally
baseless rumour,” she said. —IANS

auahar Khan is currently
hosting a live show on a
travel app, something that
the actor has been very excited
about. Besides films and
television, she has also been
part of a broadway style
musical, Zangoora. And now,
she admits that in today’s day
and age, it is imperative for an
actor to be a part of great
projects, irrespective of the
platform.
“It is very important as an
actor to be seen across all
platforms. Visibility and
traction is different, but just to
be able to deliver what your
audience expects of you is of
prime importance. My fans
want to see me all the time, so
hosting is something I am very
excited about. I also enjoy
everything I do. Whether it is
TV, web or films, I am going to
do it all. I also did a lot of live
stuff after Zangoora. So, I am
glad that I am being accepted
across all mediums”, Gauahar
says. Most TV actors are asked
about the content on television
being substandard, but
Gauahar says that it is the
demand and the need of the
hour that pushes makers to
keep making supernatural
shows and daily soaps. “It is not
only about what producers are
making, but also about what
people are consuming, because
if you see the TRPs they’re the
highest for mythological and
fictional shows. You just
cannot blame the producers for
making these kind of shows
because the demand for them is
high,” she explains.

G

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

A

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
(left) and Soni Razdan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

Taking baby steps to merge
healing and work, says Irrfan

rrfan, who is currently
shooting for a film after a
year-long break following
his neuroendocrine tumour
diagnosis, says he is on the
road to recovery but still
needs space to heal.
The 52-year-old actor
received treatment in a
London hospital and returned
to the country early this year.
In a statement, addressed
to his “friends in the media”,
the actor said he has been
getting requests to share his
story but needs more time to
process it.
“Last few months have
been on a road to recovery, a
period to heal, to fight the
fatigue and face the reel and
real world. I am aware of your
concern and request to talk to
you, share my journey, but I
am fathoming it myself,
inhaling and internalising,
taking baby steps to merge my
healing with work and trying
to experiment the
amalgamation of both,” Irrfan
said.
The actor is shooting for
Angrezi Medium, the muchanticipated sequel to his 2017
blockbuster Hindi Medium.
Irrfan said he was grateful
for the well wishes he
received from his friends in
the media. “I am deeply
touched by your wishes, your
prayers and it means a lot for
me and my family. I truly
respect the way you respected
my journey, giving me time
and space to heal,” the actor
said. “Thank you for your
patience and the warmth and
the love all through this
overwhelming journey,” he
added.
Irrfan ended his statement
drawing on a poem by famous
Austrian poet Rainer Maria
Rilke. “I feel an urge to share
with you something. I live my

I

I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in
a different way, it
should seem like part
of a conversation.
I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between
two characters.

Pooja Sharma

N

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI,
ACTOR

PHOTO: IANS

primordial tower, and I circle
ten thousand years long; And
I still don’t know if I’m a
falcon, a storm, or an
unfinished song.”

PTI

Prashant Siingh
e startted his directorial
journ
ney with a bang,
thank
ks to I Hate Luv
Storys (20110). But three years
later, direcctor Punit
Malhotra’ss filmi ride hit a
speed-brea
aker when Gori Tere
Pyaar Mein (GTPM) tanked at
the box offfice. Then on, he
stayed awa
ay from arc-lights
for six ye
ears. Probably that’s
why, as he readies for the
releasse of Student of The
Yearr 2 (SOTY2), Punit is
“a biit nervous as well as
excitted”.
“W
We have worked
very
y hard in SOTY 2.
nd I’m very excited to
put it out for people to
watch
h,” says Punit,
addiing: “There are a lot
of th
hings you need to get
righ
ht [in a film]. That’s
wh
hy I am nervous due
to
o a lot of factors put
together. Everyone’s
[Tiger Shroff, Tara
Sutaria and Ananya
S
Panday] journey
has come together
in the film, so,
opefully, we don’t let
o
anyo
one down.” What
was g
going through his
mind
d when GTPM tanked
so bad
dly? “I was very
depre
essed. For at least
8-10 m
months, I mustn’t
have g
gotten out of my
house. I needed to do a lot
of intro
ospection to figure

PU
UNIT MALHOTRA,
IRECTOR
make it sound like a
conversation between two
characters. Pehle, filmon
mein dialogues bana ke
bolte they. All the credit

life in widening rings which
spread over earth and sky. I
may not ever complete the
last one, but that is what I will
try.
I circle around God’s

Ididnotstepoutofmyhousefor
8-10months,saysPunitMalhotra

The firsst part of SOTY
got a loot of things right.
So, thee biggest
challennge was to take
it a stepp ahead. We
workedd towards that
and I thhink we have
covvered our bases.
says, “I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in a
different way, it should
seem like part of a
conversation. I try my best to

Irrfan

H

‘I liked Dada Kondke… He
broke all the norms of a hero’
awazuddin Siddiqui has
essayed a wide spectrum
of characters — a man
who works in a morgue in
Shorts (2013), murderer in
Raman Raghav 2.0 (2016) and
a political figure in
Thackeray. Every actor has
their own inspirations or type
of cinema that they have
admired, or have a reference
point before delving into the
profession of acting. However,
the Manto (2018) actor claims
that he didn’t really watch
Hindi cinema while growing
up. He says, “I haven’t seen
many Hindi films, be it old or
even the relatively newer
ones. In terms of actors, I
really liked [Marathi actor]
Dada Kondke. People would
say his films had double
meaning. But there is only
one actor whom I liked a lot,
and that was him. He broke all
the norms of a hero or even a
villain. People used to like his
style of acting. And it’s not
like he would even wear fancy
clothes, or had a certain type
of body — none of these frills.
What happens otherwise is
feudalism — the mentality
that screams ‘dekho main
bada aadmi hoon (in showbiz)’
and all that.”
Dada Kondke was famous
for his one-liners in his
movies. From the current
generation, Nawazuddin is
one of those few actors who
have delivered heavyweight
dialogues in his films, which
have become quite popular —
be it Gangs of Wasseypur
series, Badlapur (2015) or
even the web series Sacred
Games. Talking about
expressing these lines with
ease, the Photograph actor

‘IT’S IMPORTANT
TO BE SEEN
ACROSS
PLATFORMS’

should also go the
writers; it’s just that it
shouldn’t sound like
dialoguebaazi.”
n

out a lot of things including
how I could move ahead in life.
I kept looking for answers and
then I realised there is only
one way out — putting your
head down and working hard.
That’s exactly what I’ve been
doing,” he says.
The young director says
that Karan Johar [SOTY2
producer] has always been
“a great source of
encouragement” for him. “He
has pulled me up many a
times. But he has also been
very sweet and supportive.
Between us, I think we have
gone through the whole
spectrum of emotions. So,
coming up with SOTY2 has
been one big emotional
journey for us,” he says.
Punit readily admits that he
does feel “pressurised” due to
high expectations from

SOTY2. “The first part got a lot
of things right. So, the biggest
challenge was to take it a step
ahead. We worked towards
that and I think we have
covered our bases. The added
pressure is that the first film
was made by Karan himself,”
he says, adding that given an
opportunity, he would “work
harder” to redo GTPM, and
“get it right this time.”
Next on the director’s to-do
list is a “nice, big” action
caper. “Actually, I have been
very keen to make one for
some time now. In fact, during
one of the action sequences in
SOTY 2, Tiger told me: ‘do you
realise that you aren’t a love
story director but an action
film-maker? You just haven’t
tried it.’ So, I look forward
to experience action in
a big way,” he says.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Stills from I
Hate Luv Storys
(left) and Gori
Tere Pyaar Mein
(above)
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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It is important to continue the medication
prescribed to cure your ailment. Some of
you might need financial advice from
someone close. Your knowledge and
business acumen will be in demand at
work. Domestic front remains excellent
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
as you get to spend quality time with
family and friends. Interruptions in travel is
likely as your visa proceeding gets delayed.
Acquisition of property is on the cards for some.

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
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Unnecessary tensions can just give you
sleepless nights and affect health; so stay
calm. Monetarily things do not look too
great today. Pressure of work is set to
increase. A member of the family might
need help and advice; be there for them.
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
A family vacation is on the cards and will
be a welcome change. A property
inheritance battle might become nasty.

Bono: The Irish singer, frontman for rock band U2
that is known for hits such as Sunday Bloody
Sunday (1983), With Or Without You (1987) and
Vertigo (2004), turns 59 today.

You need your own endeavour to achieve
perfect health. Increase in earnings is
indicated for some. You will need to keep
a close tab on your employees for a
project entrusted to them. A marriage or
birth is likely to bring happiness.
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
Travelling, especially by train, can prove
hectic. A favourable decision on partition of
an ancestral property might cheer everyone.

You will achieve perfect health through
your hard work and dedication. Monetary
gains from a transaction cannot be ruled
out for some. You are likely to work hard
on your original ideas to be able to win
CANCER
the day on the professional front. You
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
are set to enjoy the company of your near
and dear ones. Take adequate measures to
counter the season while travelling today. Real
estate agents can expect a good commission from a deal.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front. Stars
advice you to take things at a slower pace in your relationship.

Love Focus: You may find lover serious and irritable today. Try not to
give any stress to them even if you can’t lessen the problems that
your lover in facing.

Love Focus: Those seeking love need to be at their impressive best.
The first impression can become the last impression if it is not as per
the expectation.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Good dietary control will find some of you
coming back in shape. Those needing loan
might not get it at the most nominal
interest. A profitable day for those into
business is envisaged. Professionals will
LEO
have a good day too. Family might seek
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
more time for them since you are too busy
these days. Travelling to a far off place to
attend a family function might become
tiresome for all. Not a good day to buy or sell property today.

Health remains satisfactory. Fulfilling a
financial commitment to someone made
long ago will be much appreciated. You
are about to be offered a lucrative deal
at work, which will be hard to resist.
Health of a family member might be a
concern for some. A family trip planned
earlier might be shelved due to reasons
beyond control. Property might become the
cause for upsetting relations among close ones.

Judicious eating keeps ailments at bay.
Taking up a job on the side to augment
income helps you earn well. Striking a
balance between leisure and work at the
workplace will work in your favour.
Mood of spouse might make life tense on
the family front. Some hassles might
make your official trip uncomfortable.
Construction and property business are likely to
soar up.

Those not feeling on the top of the world
health wise should remain indoors. Much
needed monetary help may materialise
for you, making you bit relaxed. A
troublesome individual can give you a
difficult time at work. An exciting
evening out with family is on the cards
and will prove immensely enjoyable. An
overseas trip is on the cards for some. You are
likely to obtain keys to your new house today.

Love Focus: Luck favours the brave, remember that and take your
chances to approach the one you love.

Love Focus: Romance front remains gloomy as lover stays away for
some genuine reason.

Love Focus: Lover will stick to his or her promise and fulfil whatever
committed.

Love Focus: Lover will be more than accommodating. They are likely
to make all attempts to command by your orders today.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health front keeps you happy. Some of you
might have to look for more avenues to
increase earning. Though it is never too
easy to excel, especially in the field that
you are in, but you will prove everyone
wrong. You can feel apprehensive about
SAGITTARIUS
a future issue or activity on the domestic
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
front. Your yearning for a vacation might
have to be postponed. Buying your dream
house looks way too far now; but you will achieve your dream soon.

Any kind of excess can have an adverse
effect on health, so be judicious in what
you eat. Financial security will encourage
you to dream big. You will manage to
handle a contentious issue competently
on the work front. Negative
CAPRICORN
undercurrents on the domestic front
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
threaten to make the atmosphere tense.
Some of you may have to undertake an out of
town journey. True guidance is what you need in the property front.

Health keeps you happy and remains
perfect. There will be no escaping an
essential expenditure on the financial
front, but judicious spending will save
money. A transfer or promotion in the
job, that was on the cards, can be
AQUARIUS
delayed. Travelling with family to a
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
tourist destination will prove immensely
enjoyable for all. Be judicious while buying or
selling a property.

A minor health issue being cured will make
you hale and hearty. Financial gains will
shape well for some. You can face
difficulties in bagging a lucrative
assignment at work, but you will
succeed in the end. You are likely to take
PISCES
a short break with family for rest and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
rejuvenation. Buying a car might get
delayed. Purchase or development of property
is on the cards for some.

Love Focus: Things move slowly on the romantic front, but
remember, slow and steady wins the race.

Love Focus: Fight over a trivial issues can spoil a romantic outing. Try
to ignore minute things.

Love Focus: Keep romance on hold for some time as stars are not
favourable.

Love Focus: You are likely to spike your romance with some
excitement. Much more is in store for the both of you today.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Aqua green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light yellow

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Actor Sikander
Kher feels he’s
too passionate
about acting

SUDOKU

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Wait for some more time to approach the one you
secretly love. Let the right time arrive.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2007 film, Taare ZameeN Par’s
creative director Amole Gupte
created most of the paiNtiNgs
credited to IshaaN’s character.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3081
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BRTEE
ABRIR
IINWT T
F IOTNY
________ is a mere momeNt, just loNg eNough
for a joke
- HermaNN Hess (8)
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Beret, briar, nitwit, notify
ANSWER: Eternity is a mere moment, just long enough for a joke Hermann Hess

Shreya Mukherjee
ikandar Kher worked in a
number of films since
debuting with Woodstock
Villa in 2008. But none of his
films did well at the box office.
And the actor feels that’s the
reason why his film career did
not take off the way it was
expected.
But didn’t having veteran
actors Kirron Kher and
Anupam Kher as parents work
in his favour? “None of my
films have worked, had any of
them done well then things
would have been different.
Also, I have never used my
parents’ name and they also
never wanted it that way. But
more than anything else these
failures taught me that I should
not sit at home. Kaam chahiye
aur uske liye koshish karna
padhega… At the end of the day
you will have to love and

S

I know Karan Johar
since I was a child. If I
call him he will ask me
to come over.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

SIKANDER KHER ACTOR
respect yourself,” says the
actor.
So does that mean he is
outside the ambit of the
nepotism debate? “Not really.
Let me tell you first that
nepotism exists and at what
level. Unlike others, I will get to
meet the people I want to. If I
call them up and request for a
time they might oblige because
I know them. I know Karan
Johar since I was a child so if I
call him he will ask me to come
over. I ask them for 10 minutes
and within nine minutes I have
spoken to them, have shown
my showreel and I am ready to
leave. That’s how I function,”
he adds.
Sikandar was last seen in
Romeo Akbar Walter. “When
Robbie [Grewal] was working
on the film I wanted to be a part
of the project. I had to make
sure that I do justice to my
character. I am too passionate
about acting to think about
how people will judge me if I
ask them to give me work,” he
ends.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell

2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

FLEABAG

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ihaveneverused
myparents’name:
SikandarKher

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs at 1527

Once Upon A Time in China II
at 1607

0910 Kingman: The Secret
Service
1135 Predator
1337 Big Hero 6
1527 Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs
1712 Babylon A.D.
2050 Black Panther
2331 I, Robot

0919 A Cinderella Story
1058 Nacho Libre
1234 The House
1354 The Island
1607 Once Upon A Time in
China II
1922 Horrible Bosses
2100 Grudge Match
2251 The Untouchables

Toilet: Ek Prem Katha at
2000

Singham 3 at 2100

Chup Chup Ke at 2130
0830 Meri Jung One Man
Army
1130 Damini
1445 Sanam Bewafa
2130 Chup Chup Ke

1123 Heyy Babyy
1425 Dhadkan
1735 Train To Busan
2000 Toilet: Ek Prem Katha
2312 Resident Evil

Mission
Impossible III
at 1258
0941 50 First Dates
1118 Spy Kids
1258 Mission Impossible III
1512 XxX
1720 300
1914 300: Rise of An
Empire
2100 Shooter
2317 Transformers: The
Last Knight

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

0657 Kasam Paida Karane
Wale Ki
1157 Chennai Express
1534 A Flying Jatt
1756 Time Story
2100 Singham 3
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‘SOCIALMEDIA
CANMAKEOR
MARASTAR’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Actor Kajal Aggarwal says it’s now easier for
celebrities to directly interact with their fans

All cute and cuddly
Can you guess who is this cute little baby? It’s actor Dia
Mirza who recently posted this from her childhood. “Major
#FlashbackFriday #80sBaby,” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIAMIRZAOFFICIAL

QUOTE HANGER
A 5’4 GIRL IS NOT
GOING TO LOOK
LIKE A DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, OR A
5’7 IS NOT GOING
TO LOOK LIKE AN
ALIA BHATT. SO,
IT’S IMPORTANT
TO DO WHAT’S
BEST FOR YOUR
BODY AND DO
WHAT YOU
ENJOY.

WE SEE WOMEN
DANCING IN
FILMS AS BEING
OBJECTIFIED. IF
YOU, AS A
WOMAN, OR
ACTRESS, FEELS
FOR ONE SECOND
YOU ARE BEING
OBJECTIFIED IN
THE SONG, YOU
SHOULD NOT BE
DOING IT.

SONAM K AHUJA,
ACTOR

KATRINA KAIF ,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Parineeti to shoot in England
ctor Parineeti Chopra
will head to England,
where she pursued her
studies, for two months
from July, to shoot a remake
of the acclaimed Hollywood
film, The Girl on the Train
(2016). Based on the Paula
Hawkins bestseller, it
narrates the story of a
divorcee who gets
entangled in a missing
person’s investigation that
takes her life to the brink.
“It’s a complete contrast to
the kind of personality that
is associated with me, so I
am excited as an actor to do
something completely
new,” Parineeti said in a
statement.
IANS

A

Sangeeta Yadav
or celebrities, being active
on social media, with
lakhs of followers, has
become the need of the
hour. Some like to share their
fitness and dance videos and
use it to promote their
upcoming projects, yet others
like to interact directly with the
fans. But actor Kajal Aggarwal
observes that “social media is a
powerful tool that can make or
break your career.”
Elaborating on this, Kajal
says, “Social media has taken a
whole new tangent and people
have made careers out of it. It is
amazing to see we are
progressing in life not
personally but on a community
level, where you directly
interact with your fans without
any filters or censors. They get
to hear directly from the
horses’ mouth and not from
sources or gossipmongers.”
Yet, just a few years back,
social media was considered as
a “necessity or an add-on to
one’s profile”. But now, Kajal
adds, “One’s profiling is done
on social media”.
The actor calls herself “a
little old-fashioned” when it
comes to social media as she
doesn’t like to spend her entire
day on the medium. Thus, I
have a team in place which
helps me manage and curate
my accounts. I don’t like to
randomly post anything just to
have an active presence,” Kajal
shares.
While many celebrities ‘buy’
likes to get instant responses
and followers, the actor
“doesn’t believe in buying and
paying for that”.

F

n

Kajal
Aggarwal
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
KAJALAGGARWAL
OFFICIAL
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Intwo-threeyears,TVcontent
willsurpriseus: AshishSharma
Shreya Mukherjee
iven the kind of content
the web has been
churning out and its
growing viewership, the
medium is seen to be giving
strong competition to TV.
Popular small-screen star
Ashish Sharma, who recently
dabbled in the web space, feels
that every medium has its own
charm and commands a
different audience.
The actor, who has done a
number of popular TV shows
such as Siya Ke Ram and
Rangrasiya, says, “It’s right
that there’s scope for
experimentation on the web.
But that does not mean TV is
losing its charm. There is a
separate audience for the
medium. In many homes the
medium has become a part and
parcel of their existence. It’s
true that TV is not
experimenting a lot, but there
is a shift that is happening.
Though it’s a little sluggish
right now and TV seems to be
stuck somewhere in that
changeover, but give it
another two to three years and
one will start to see what more
the medium has to offer.”
But Ashish is hopeful that
the new phase will give TV the
much required boost.
The actor was last seen in
the show Prithvi Vallabh,
which ended last year. Since

G

Ashish Sharma

then, Ashish has not signed
any other TV show. But he has
done a film, Khejdi (2018),
playing a transgender, which
was well received at film
festivals, and a web show.
So is he taking a break from
TV to concentrate on web and
films? “I have not taken any
break. It’s just that as an artist
I always take up work that

excites me. If I get anything
interesting on TV, why will I
let go of it? Interesting
characters and the story they
are part of inspire me to be a
part of it, than the medium,”
says Ashish. He adds he has
got a few offers from TV and
films, but can’t reveal much
unless he signs on the dotted
line.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t grown complacent as an
actor, says actor Mahesh Babu
Parineeti Chopra
PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

FREEZE FRAME

ctor Mahesh Babu’s 25th
film is all set for release
and he says he is glad he
hasn’t become complacent with
his own work in his twodecade-long career.
“I’m happy I haven’t grown
complacent as an actor. I still
prefer working with directors
who come to me with bound
scripts. Also, I will continue
doing one film a year because
there’s no point in doing too

A

many. Today, the economics of
filmmaking has changed and
the stakes are very high. Hence,
there are always high
expectations from audiences,”
Mahesh says.
He calls his forthcoming
Telugu action-drama Maharshi
special because it is unlike any
film he has done in his career so
far. “It’s a film that has so much
to offer. It has a very powerful
social message that is well-

laced with commercial
elements. It’s a film, unlike
anything I’ve done so far
because audiences can easily
relate to my character Rishi.
The journey of my character
will be interesting and
inspiring,” Mahesh says.
“Producer KL Narayana will
bankroll our project. But we
can only collaborate when we
are free from our current
IANS
commitments.

Swimming therapy
Sameera Reddy posted a sexy picture by the poolside,
with her baby bump. She captioned it: “Swimming has
been so therapeutic this pregnancy! To enjoy and
celebrate my growing bump. Finally had to get a
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REDDYSAMEERA
swimsuit that fit!...”

TWITTER TWATTER
@rajshriartist: Our
pandhari village head
Deepak more the most
hardworking Sarpanch of
our village #Pandharischool
#constructiongoingon
@Nabhangan5
@AnilKapoor: There’s no
better fitspiration than her
and now she’s making her
mantras available to
everyone through her oneof-a-kind app!
Congratulations
@TheShilpaShetty!! This is
amazing!
@ActorMadhavan: When
you lose 2 more unexpected
kgs.
@aapkadharam: My most
loving memories, my
“village rahatt” “tinda wala

khoo “ I created at my farm .
yaadeyn ye, JAAN hain meri .
@thevirdas: This is an open
threat to the people of
Seattle and San Jose. I’m in
your cities this week. Come
see the #LovedTour or
else.....
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‘We are still in our honeymoon phase’

Shaelisback
withOnlyyU

Actors Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi have just completed a year of marriage
Juhi Chakraborty
hen Neha Dhupia
announced her
wedding to actor
Angad Bedi this day
last year, she called it the “best
decision of her life” on
Instagram. One year later, the
actor says the past year’s
experience is a testament to
that. Following their
whirlwind nuptials, the first
year of marriage has also been
quite eventful. The couple
welcomed their first baby,
daughter Mehr in November
last year, and both have been
keeping very busy in their
respective careers.
But Neha, 38, maintains that
they are still very much in the
“honeymoon phase.” She adds,
“It’s young love, right? We got
to know each other, I got
pregnant, we got married and
then we had a baby. There is no

W

Shael Oswal

running away from the fact
that things happened quite
quickly.”
Admitting that they couldn’t
spend much time post their
marriage, Neha shares, “The
day I got married, I took a flight
to Houston for work and just
after nine days after having
Mehr, I started working. We
both had very little time
because we both realise that we
are in a business which
requires us to be like that.”
All said and done, Angad is
thankful to his “beautiful wife
and daughter” and says that
the journey has been lovely,
and together they have been on
a path of self-discovery as well
as discovering each other.
“I thought it would be
challenging, but the one year of
our marriage has been pretty
smooth (laughs). I assure that
we will work together to make
it even smoother so that people

believe in the institution of
marriage,” says the 36-year-old
actor.
Neha says both she and
Angad make conscious efforts
to keep the romance alive in
their marriage. “I feel like a lot
of time couples get married,
have a child, but you only see
them as the mother and father
of the child. We are very aware
of the fact that we are husband
and wife first and then parents
to Mehr,” shares Neha.
So what’s their plan for year
two? Angad muses that he
would like for them to spend
more time together travelling
and utilise Neha’s expertise in

Everyday for us is a
work in progress.
We also don’t take
each other for granted.
NEHA DHUPIA ACTOR

the area. “I want to travel with
her as she has more experience
in travelling. We want Mehr to
travel with us. Also, we want to
involve her grandparents a lot
more in our life.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

The couple is celebrating their first anniversary along with their
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/NEHADHUPIA
daughter in Mauritius

HTCS

One of India’s most beloved
pop singer Shael Oswal
was born in Ludhiana. He
is a commerce graduate
and completed his
graduation from Mumbai
University. He owns a
mining business in
Singapore and Indonesia.
Some of his past
passionate hits including
Arzi Jaanaa, Dil-Ki-

Baatein, Abhi-Abhi,
Zindagi, Jaan ve, Umar
bhar, Ae dil mere,
Bandishein, Kahan hai tu,
Teri yaad mein, Tere binn
and the evergreen Soniye
Heeriye have received an
overwhelming response
from music lovers. Shael’s
latest Punjabi hit dance
song Kokaa Kokaa & New
Love Song is Onlyy U.

I was 200% sure Slow Motion will be a hit: Aziz
Samarth Goyal
inger Nakash Aziz always
knew that his song, Slow
Motion, from the
upcoming film Bharat, will be
an instant hit, since it is
picturised on Salman Khan.
“I was 200% sure people
were going to like it, because

S

it’s a Salman Khan song. On
Twitter, a few of my followers
are Salman fans, and before
the song’s release, they kept
asking me when the song was
about to release. I don’t know
from where they found out
that I will be involved in one of
the songs, but they were
clearly right,” he laughs.

At the time of going to press,
the song had received 40
million hits on YouTube, ever
since its release on April 24. “ I
know an actor like Salman can
make a song very popular. So I
am not surprised to see that it
was an instant success,” the
singer adds.
However, apart from the

equipment, nothing changes
for the 34-year-old, who insists
that his effort doesn’t change
when he is singing for a big
star. “Of course it matters to
me that I am singing for
Salman, because after all he is
Salman Khan. “Having said
that, I give my best regardless
of who the star is,” he says.

GIVES YOU TIME
TO DO MORE...
... while saving cooking gas

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING COOKWARE STORES

Buy online at

www.potsandpans.in

India’s First International Cookware Store
For corporate gift enquiry call us at: 7838212151 | For enquiry call us at: 9876667744
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Tanveer Kaur
Commerce
98%
District Topper

I-League Educa on
www.ileagueedu.com | +91-181-5178800, +91-181-5179800 | 3rd Floor, Shak Tower, Jalandhar

Our 60 Students Scored More Than 90% Marks In CBSE Class 12 Board Exams

Aashima
Non Medical
96.2%

Divanshu Sharma
Science
95.8%

Amritjyot Singh Gill
Commerce
95.4%

Inayat Vasal
Science
95.6%

Ivy WORLD
SCHOOL

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

Simran Bansal
Commerce
93.2%

Charul
Humani es
97.8%

Interna onal School
Hoshiarpur

Tanvi Kaushal
Commerce
94.4%

Samarth Aggarwal
Commerce
93.8%

Manakveer Singh
Commerce
90%

Khushi Verma
Commerce
90%

Ayushi Kumari
Commerce
93%

Damanpreet Ghera
Humani es
96.6%

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

pathways to learn always

GEMS Cambridge
Arnav Aggarwal
Commerce
94.4%

Muskaan Dalal
Commerce
95.2%

Jalandhar

Shivang Madaan
Science
93.2%

Shivdeep Singh
Science
90.4%

Raghav Nagpal
Commerce
90.2%

Palak Gusain
Humani es
95.6%

Harshdeep Sambi
Humani es
95.8%

Divyanshu Bansal
Non Medical
96.2%

Ivy World School

Namridhi Jalota

Commerce
95.4%

Venus
Commerce
95.4%

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

Puneet Bansal

Japneet Kaur

94.4%

94%

Commerce

Akul Jindal

Commerce
93.4%

Japneet Singh

Humani es
92.2%

Jasleen Saini
Commerce
96.8%

Commerce

Anmol Chaddha

Cambridge Interna onal School Phagwara

Rohit Virdi
Humani es
93.2%

Gurpreet Chohan
Commerce
91.6%

Esther
Commerce
95%

Vasvi
Humani es
93.2%

Sanjit Singh Sall

Himanshu Sharma

93%

92.6%

Divyansh Rana
Non Medical
90.6%

Arashjot Kaur
Commerce
91%

Sumesh
Commerce
91%

Naharika
Commerce
94.8%

Commerce

Commerce

Prabhu amdeep Singh
Commerce
90.2%

Yasmin Kaur
Commerce
94.2%

Tanish Arora
Commerce
94.8%

Commerce
93.8%

Vinit Ranjan
Humani es
92.6%

Natasha Rai
Medical
90.2%

Gi ka Jain
Humani es
93.4%

Porush Jain

Commerce
92.2%

Bani Jindal

Humani es
90.2%

Lavleen Saini
Non Medical
94.2%

Avneet Kaur Cheema
Commerce
93.4%

Atamjivanjot Kaur
Non Medical
92.6%

Jaspal Singh
Medical
92.6%

Prikshit Thakur
Commerce
91.2%

Navpreet Saini
Non Medical
90.6%

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

Surpreet Kaur
Non Medical
93.2%

Hamita preet Kaur
Medical
92%

Manjot Kaur
Non Medical
92.8%

Jaskirat Singh
Commerce
92%

Cambridge Interna onal School Dasuya

Namneet Kaur
Commerce
91.8%

Siya Thakur
Non Medical
91.6%

Manjotveer Singh
Non Medical
91.2%
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THE SCHOOL EVOLUTION EXPERTS.

Anshul Rana
98.4%
District Topper

Amleek Kaur Mandla
95.2%

I-League Educa on

www.ileagueedu.com | +91-181-5178800, +91-181-5179800 | 3rd Floor, Shak Tower, Jalandhar

Our 89 Students Scored More Than 90% Marks In CBSE Class 10 Board Exams

Aarchi Walia
97.2 %

Jayan ka
97 %

Varun Jain
96.8%

Harjovan Singh
96%

Neha Biju
95.6%

Simarjit Kaur Khangura

Parneet Kaur Hundal
95.2%

Puneet Saini
95%

Paramjot Singh
94.8%

Jaspreet Kaur
94.8%

Urvashi
94.4%

Sukhjeevan Kaur
94.4%

Navya Jain
95.4%

95.6%

Amleek Kaur Mandla
95.2%

Ja n Thakur
94.4%

Avni Dogra
94.2%

Sana Dogra
93.4%

Gunjan Singh
93.2%

Aanandita Aneja
93%

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

Janvi
94%

Payal Jarial
93.4%

Khushboo Bajwa
93.8%

Cambridge Interna onal School Dasuya

Tanveer Singh
93%

Gurpreet Singh
92.6%

Harmanpreet Kaur
92.6%

Khushi Rani
92.6%

Parth Dhavan
92.4%

Kiranjot Kaur
92.2%

Nanika Sharma
92%

Aashray Nanda
92%

Diya Jain
91.8%

Muskaan Bajwa
91.8%

Utsav Monga
91.8%

Shorya Shokanda
91.4%

Domanpreet Kaur
91.2%

Jahanvi Mahajan
91%

Harkirat Kaur
91%

Sonali Mahajan
90.8%

Rajvir Singh Saini
90.8%

Tushar Vasudeva
90.6%

Simranpreet Kaur
90.4%

Geetankshi Singh
90.6%

Akshita
97.6%

Mayank Garg
96%

Shrey Jalota
95.8%

Divnoor Kaur Sohal
90.4%

Pulkit Kalra
95.8%

Gurmehak Singh
90.4%

Kashish Malhotra
95.6%

Gurkaran Singh
90.2%

Diya Malhotra
95.4%

Gee ka
90%

Hardwik Sharma
94.6%

Sehajdeep Singh
94.6%

Vansh Duggal
94.6%

Sanyam Kalia
93.6%

Prabhjot Kaur

Simarpreet Kaur
91.8%

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

Jaspreet Kaur
94.4%

Harsheen Kaur Bhamra

94%

Shivadan Dogra
93.8%

Naman Jasdil Kailey
91.6%

Jeevika

95.2%

Utkarsh Sanjeev Sood

94.2%

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

Cambridge Interna onal School Phagwara

Gursewak Singh
91.6%

Gee ndwer Singh Sodhi

91.2%

Samreen Kaur Sahota

90.8%

Amit Gupta
90.6%

Rhythmpreet Kaur
90.4%

Karanvir Singh
96%

Aaryak Aggarwal
93.4%

Anisha Jain
90%

Dhruv Luthra
90.4%

Vansh Salaria
94.6%

Rupreet Kaur Rai
95%

Ivy WORLD
SCHOOL

I-LEAGUE
EDUCATION
MANAGEMENT
PVT. LTD.

pathways to learn always

GEMS Cambridge
Interna onal School
Hoshiarpur

Tanya Khurana
95.4%

92.4%

Abhineet Kelley
94.2%

Rahul Yadav
93%

Ivy World School
Jalandhar

Manharveer Singh Gill

93%

Amitoj

Ishika Gupta

Kri Jain

92.8%

92.6%

91.6%

Saurabh Thenua
92.8%

Gurnoor Singh Rai
92.2%

Sahibpreet Kaur
91.4%

Shubhdeep Singh Thind

90.6%

Smera Sharma
92.4%

Akshay Sood
90%
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‘GOSSIP
DOESN’T
HURTME’

Actor Disha Patani says that she isn’t
and never was bothered by rumours;
adds she is still as asocial as she was
Juhi Chakraborty
hat’s an actor’s life
without rumours and
link-ups? While they
know that it is a part
and parcel of their profession,
it still takes a lot of time to
acclimatise to it, especially if
they come from a non-filmi
background.
For the longest time, Disha
Patani’s personal life and her
relationship with rumoured
boyfriend Tiger Shroff, has
piqued everyone’s interest,
sometimes even more than her
career. But the actor chooses
to remain unfazed by it all.
“I never used to get hurt or
upset about the rumours and
gossip. And I am still the same.
Gossip doesn’t hurt me. I am
still as asocial as I was before I

W

STOP PRESS
SONI RAZDAN RUBBISHES
THE RANBIR-ALIA
MARRIAGE RUMOUR

I loved my role in Bharat. I would never miss out on
an opportunity like this just because it stars other
actors.
DISHA PATANI, ACTOR

became an actor. So, I don’t
really get to know or rather,
make an effort to know any
kind of gossip that is going
around,” shares Disha.
The actor’s Bollywood
career kicked off with MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story in
2016, which she followed up
with Kung Fu Yoga (2017) and
Baaghi 2 (2018). And now, her
career has gathered further
momentum after she signed
big-ticket films such as Bharat

and Malang, both of which are
multi-starrers.
On if sharing screen space
with so many actors was a
concern for her, Disha
answers in negative. “I am not
worried for sure. It’s a great
opportunity to be able to work
with great actors and big stars
in a project. I loved my role in
Bharat. I would never miss out
on an opportunity like this just
because it stars other actors,”
says the 26-year-old actor.

The film also gave her the
chance to romance actor
Salman Khan onscreen,
something which many would
see as a big opportunity since
she is paired alongside a
superstar. And Disha was also
excited for it. “Well, I wasn’t
very nervous; rather I was
pretty much excited to work
with him. He is such a big star
and I was very happy for this
opportunity,” she shares.
She gushes over Salman
some more, saying, “He is a
lovely person. He is super-easy
and makes everyone very
comfortable. He is humble and
hard working. He didn’t give
me any tips but just seeing him
on set and working with him
made me learn so much about
the job.”
n

mid reports that Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt plan to get married at
the beautiful Lake Como — just
like Ranveer Kapoor and Deepika
Padukone — Alia’s mother Soni
Razdan on Wednesday junked
such ‘rumours’. “It is a totally
baseless rumour,” she said. —IANS

auahar Khan is currently
hosting a live show on a
travel app, something that
the actor has been very excited
about. Besides films and
television, she has also been
part of a broadway style
musical, Zangoora. And now,
she admits that in today’s day
and age, it is imperative for an
actor to be a part of great
projects, irrespective of the
platform.
“It is very important as an
actor to be seen across all
platforms. Visibility and
traction is different, but just to
be able to deliver what your
audience expects of you is of
prime importance. My fans
want to see me all the time, so
hosting is something I am very
excited about. I also enjoy
everything I do. Whether it is
TV, web or films, I am going to
do it all. I also did a lot of live
stuff after Zangoora. So, I am
glad that I am being accepted
across all mediums”, Gauahar
says. Most TV actors are asked
about the content on television
being substandard, but
Gauahar says that it is the
demand and the need of the
hour that pushes makers to
keep making supernatural
shows and daily soaps. “It is not
only about what producers are
making, but also about what
people are consuming, because
if you see the TRPs they’re the
highest for mythological and
fictional shows. You just
cannot blame the producers for
making these kind of shows
because the demand for them is
high,” she explains.

G

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

A

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
(left) and Soni Razdan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

Taking baby steps to merge
healing and work, says Irrfan

rrfan, who is currently
shooting for a film after a
year-long break following
his neuroendocrine tumour
diagnosis, says he is on the
road to recovery but still
needs space to heal.
The 52-year-old actor
received treatment in a
London hospital and returned
to the country early this year.
In a statement, addressed
to his “friends in the media”,
the actor said he has been
getting requests to share his
story but needs more time to
process it.
“Last few months have
been on a road to recovery, a
period to heal, to fight the
fatigue and face the reel and
real world. I am aware of your
concern and request to talk to
you, share my journey, but I
am fathoming it myself,
inhaling and internalising,
taking baby steps to merge my
healing with work and trying
to experiment the
amalgamation of both,” Irrfan
said.
The actor is shooting for
Angrezi Medium, the muchanticipated sequel to his 2017
blockbuster Hindi Medium.
Irrfan said he was grateful
for the well wishes he
received from his friends in
the media. “I am deeply
touched by your wishes, your
prayers and it means a lot for
me and my family. I truly
respect the way you respected
my journey, giving me time
and space to heal,” the actor
said. “Thank you for your
patience and the warmth and
the love all through this
overwhelming journey,” he
added.
Irrfan ended his statement
drawing on a poem by famous
Austrian poet Rainer Maria
Rilke. “I feel an urge to share
with you something. I live my

I

I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in
a different way, it
should seem like part
of a conversation.
I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between
two characters.

Pooja Sharma

N

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI,
ACTOR

PHOTO: IANS

primordial tower, and I circle
ten thousand years long; And
I still don’t know if I’m a
falcon, a storm, or an
unfinished song.”

PTI

Prashant Siingh
e startted his directorial
journ
ney with a bang,
thank
ks to I Hate Luv
Storys (20110). But three years
later, direcctor Punit
Malhotra’ss filmi ride hit a
speed-brea
aker when Gori Tere
Pyaar Mein (GTPM) tanked at
the box offfice. Then on, he
stayed awa
ay from arc-lights
for six ye
ears. Probably that’s
why, as he readies for the
releasse of Student of The
Yearr 2 (SOTY2), Punit is
“a biit nervous as well as
excitted”.
“W
We have worked
very
y hard in SOTY 2.
nd I’m very excited to
put it out for people to
watch
h,” says Punit,
addiing: “There are a lot
of th
hings you need to get
righ
ht [in a film]. That’s
wh
hy I am nervous due
to
o a lot of factors put
together. Everyone’s
[Tiger Shroff, Tara
Sutaria and Ananya
S
Panday] journey
has come together
in the film, so,
opefully, we don’t let
o
anyo
one down.” What
was g
going through his
mind
d when GTPM tanked
so bad
dly? “I was very
depre
essed. For at least
8-10 m
months, I mustn’t
have g
gotten out of my
house. I needed to do a lot
of intro
ospection to figure

PU
UNIT MALHOTRA,
IRECTOR
make it sound like a
conversation between two
characters. Pehle, filmon
mein dialogues bana ke
bolte they. All the credit

life in widening rings which
spread over earth and sky. I
may not ever complete the
last one, but that is what I will
try.
I circle around God’s

Ididnotstepoutofmyhousefor
8-10months,saysPunitMalhotra

The firsst part of SOTY
got a loot of things right.
So, thee biggest
challennge was to take
it a stepp ahead. We
workedd towards that
and I thhink we have
covvered our bases.
says, “I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in a
different way, it should
seem like part of a
conversation. I try my best to

Irrfan

H

‘I liked Dada Kondke… He
broke all the norms of a hero’
awazuddin Siddiqui has
essayed a wide spectrum
of characters — a man
who works in a morgue in
Shorts (2013), murderer in
Raman Raghav 2.0 (2016) and
a political figure in
Thackeray. Every actor has
their own inspirations or type
of cinema that they have
admired, or have a reference
point before delving into the
profession of acting. However,
the Manto (2018) actor claims
that he didn’t really watch
Hindi cinema while growing
up. He says, “I haven’t seen
many Hindi films, be it old or
even the relatively newer
ones. In terms of actors, I
really liked [Marathi actor]
Dada Kondke. People would
say his films had double
meaning. But there is only
one actor whom I liked a lot,
and that was him. He broke all
the norms of a hero or even a
villain. People used to like his
style of acting. And it’s not
like he would even wear fancy
clothes, or had a certain type
of body — none of these frills.
What happens otherwise is
feudalism — the mentality
that screams ‘dekho main
bada aadmi hoon (in showbiz)’
and all that.”
Dada Kondke was famous
for his one-liners in his
movies. From the current
generation, Nawazuddin is
one of those few actors who
have delivered heavyweight
dialogues in his films, which
have become quite popular —
be it Gangs of Wasseypur
series, Badlapur (2015) or
even the web series Sacred
Games. Talking about
expressing these lines with
ease, the Photograph actor

‘IT’S IMPORTANT
TO BE SEEN
ACROSS
PLATFORMS’

should also go the
writers; it’s just that it
shouldn’t sound like
dialoguebaazi.”
n

out a lot of things including
how I could move ahead in life.
I kept looking for answers and
then I realised there is only
one way out — putting your
head down and working hard.
That’s exactly what I’ve been
doing,” he says.
The young director says
that Karan Johar [SOTY2
producer] has always been
“a great source of
encouragement” for him. “He
has pulled me up many a
times. But he has also been
very sweet and supportive.
Between us, I think we have
gone through the whole
spectrum of emotions. So,
coming up with SOTY2 has
been one big emotional
journey for us,” he says.
Punit readily admits that he
does feel “pressurised” due to
high expectations from

SOTY2. “The first part got a lot
of things right. So, the biggest
challenge was to take it a step
ahead. We worked towards
that and I think we have
covered our bases. The added
pressure is that the first film
was made by Karan himself,”
he says, adding that given an
opportunity, he would “work
harder” to redo GTPM, and
“get it right this time.”
Next on the director’s to-do
list is a “nice, big” action
caper. “Actually, I have been
very keen to make one for
some time now. In fact, during
one of the action sequences in
SOTY 2, Tiger told me: ‘do you
realise that you aren’t a love
story director but an action
film-maker? You just haven’t
tried it.’ So, I look forward
to experience action in
a big way,” he says.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Stills from I
Hate Luv Storys
(left) and Gori
Tere Pyaar Mein
(above)
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
MAY 10, 2019

It is important to continue the medication
prescribed to cure your ailment. Some of
you might need financial advice from
someone close. Your knowledge and
business acumen will be in demand at
work. Domestic front remains excellent
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
as you get to spend quality time with
family and friends. Interruptions in travel is
likely as your visa proceeding gets delayed.
Acquisition of property is on the cards for some.

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
FR I DAY, M AY 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

Unnecessary tensions can just give you
sleepless nights and affect health; so stay
calm. Monetarily things do not look too
great today. Pressure of work is set to
increase. A member of the family might
need help and advice; be there for them.
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
A family vacation is on the cards and will
be a welcome change. A property
inheritance battle might become nasty.

Bono: The Irish singer, frontman for rock band U2
that is known for hits such as Sunday Bloody
Sunday (1983), With Or Without You (1987) and
Vertigo (2004), turns 59 today.

You need your own endeavour to achieve
perfect health. Increase in earnings is
indicated for some. You will need to keep
a close tab on your employees for a
project entrusted to them. A marriage or
birth is likely to bring happiness.
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
Travelling, especially by train, can prove
hectic. A favourable decision on partition of
an ancestral property might cheer everyone.

You will achieve perfect health through
your hard work and dedication. Monetary
gains from a transaction cannot be ruled
out for some. You are likely to work hard
on your original ideas to be able to win
CANCER
the day on the professional front. You
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
are set to enjoy the company of your near
and dear ones. Take adequate measures to
counter the season while travelling today. Real
estate agents can expect a good commission from a deal.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front. Stars
advice you to take things at a slower pace in your relationship.

Love Focus: You may find lover serious and irritable today. Try not to
give any stress to them even if you can’t lessen the problems that
your lover in facing.

Love Focus: Those seeking love need to be at their impressive best.
The first impression can become the last impression if it is not as per
the expectation.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Good dietary control will find some of you
coming back in shape. Those needing loan
might not get it at the most nominal
interest. A profitable day for those into
business is envisaged. Professionals will
LEO
have a good day too. Family might seek
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
more time for them since you are too busy
these days. Travelling to a far off place to
attend a family function might become
tiresome for all. Not a good day to buy or sell property today.

Health remains satisfactory. Fulfilling a
financial commitment to someone made
long ago will be much appreciated. You
are about to be offered a lucrative deal
at work, which will be hard to resist.
Health of a family member might be a
concern for some. A family trip planned
earlier might be shelved due to reasons
beyond control. Property might become the
cause for upsetting relations among close ones.

Judicious eating keeps ailments at bay.
Taking up a job on the side to augment
income helps you earn well. Striking a
balance between leisure and work at the
workplace will work in your favour.
Mood of spouse might make life tense on
the family front. Some hassles might
make your official trip uncomfortable.
Construction and property business are likely to
soar up.

Those not feeling on the top of the world
health wise should remain indoors. Much
needed monetary help may materialise
for you, making you bit relaxed. A
troublesome individual can give you a
difficult time at work. An exciting
evening out with family is on the cards
and will prove immensely enjoyable. An
overseas trip is on the cards for some. You are
likely to obtain keys to your new house today.

Love Focus: Luck favours the brave, remember that and take your
chances to approach the one you love.

Love Focus: Romance front remains gloomy as lover stays away for
some genuine reason.

Love Focus: Lover will stick to his or her promise and fulfil whatever
committed.

Love Focus: Lover will be more than accommodating. They are likely
to make all attempts to command by your orders today.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health front keeps you happy. Some of you
might have to look for more avenues to
increase earning. Though it is never too
easy to excel, especially in the field that
you are in, but you will prove everyone
wrong. You can feel apprehensive about
SAGITTARIUS
a future issue or activity on the domestic
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
front. Your yearning for a vacation might
have to be postponed. Buying your dream
house looks way too far now; but you will achieve your dream soon.

Any kind of excess can have an adverse
effect on health, so be judicious in what
you eat. Financial security will encourage
you to dream big. You will manage to
handle a contentious issue competently
on the work front. Negative
CAPRICORN
undercurrents on the domestic front
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
threaten to make the atmosphere tense.
Some of you may have to undertake an out of
town journey. True guidance is what you need in the property front.

Health keeps you happy and remains
perfect. There will be no escaping an
essential expenditure on the financial
front, but judicious spending will save
money. A transfer or promotion in the
job, that was on the cards, can be
AQUARIUS
delayed. Travelling with family to a
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
tourist destination will prove immensely
enjoyable for all. Be judicious while buying or
selling a property.

A minor health issue being cured will make
you hale and hearty. Financial gains will
shape well for some. You can face
difficulties in bagging a lucrative
assignment at work, but you will
succeed in the end. You are likely to take
PISCES
a short break with family for rest and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
rejuvenation. Buying a car might get
delayed. Purchase or development of property
is on the cards for some.

Love Focus: Things move slowly on the romantic front, but
remember, slow and steady wins the race.

Love Focus: Fight over a trivial issues can spoil a romantic outing. Try
to ignore minute things.

Love Focus: Keep romance on hold for some time as stars are not
favourable.

Love Focus: You are likely to spike your romance with some
excitement. Much more is in store for the both of you today.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Aqua green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light yellow

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Actor Sikander
Kher feels he’s
too passionate
about acting

SUDOKU

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Wait for some more time to approach the one you
secretly love. Let the right time arrive.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2007 film, Taare ZameeN Par’s
creative director Amole Gupte
created most of the paiNtiNgs
credited to IshaaN’s character.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3081
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BRTEE
ABRIR
IINWT T
F IOTNY
________ is a mere momeNt, just loNg eNough
for a joke
- HermaNN Hess (8)
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Beret, briar, nitwit, notify
ANSWER: Eternity is a mere moment, just long enough for a joke Hermann Hess

Shreya Mukherjee
ikandar Kher worked in a
number of films since
debuting with Woodstock
Villa in 2008. But none of his
films did well at the box office.
And the actor feels that’s the
reason why his film career did
not take off the way it was
expected.
But didn’t having veteran
actors Kirron Kher and
Anupam Kher as parents work
in his favour? “None of my
films have worked, had any of
them done well then things
would have been different.
Also, I have never used my
parents’ name and they also
never wanted it that way. But
more than anything else these
failures taught me that I should
not sit at home. Kaam chahiye
aur uske liye koshish karna
padhega… At the end of the day
you will have to love and

S

I know Karan Johar
since I was a child. If I
call him he will ask me
to come over.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

SIKANDER KHER ACTOR
respect yourself,” says the
actor.
So does that mean he is
outside the ambit of the
nepotism debate? “Not really.
Let me tell you first that
nepotism exists and at what
level. Unlike others, I will get to
meet the people I want to. If I
call them up and request for a
time they might oblige because
I know them. I know Karan
Johar since I was a child so if I
call him he will ask me to come
over. I ask them for 10 minutes
and within nine minutes I have
spoken to them, have shown
my showreel and I am ready to
leave. That’s how I function,”
he adds.
Sikandar was last seen in
Romeo Akbar Walter. “When
Robbie [Grewal] was working
on the film I wanted to be a part
of the project. I had to make
sure that I do justice to my
character. I am too passionate
about acting to think about
how people will judge me if I
ask them to give me work,” he
ends.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell

2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

FLEABAG

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ihaveneverused
myparents’name:
SikandarKher

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs at 1527

Once Upon A Time in China II
at 1607

0910 Kingman: The Secret
Service
1135 Predator
1337 Big Hero 6
1527 Ice Age: Dawn Of The
Dinosaurs
1712 Babylon A.D.
2050 Black Panther
2331 I, Robot

0919 A Cinderella Story
1058 Nacho Libre
1234 The House
1354 The Island
1607 Once Upon A Time in
China II
1922 Horrible Bosses
2100 Grudge Match
2251 The Untouchables

Toilet: Ek Prem Katha at
2000

Singham 3 at 2100

Chup Chup Ke at 2130
0830 Meri Jung One Man
Army
1130 Damini
1445 Sanam Bewafa
2130 Chup Chup Ke

1123 Heyy Babyy
1425 Dhadkan
1735 Train To Busan
2000 Toilet: Ek Prem Katha
2312 Resident Evil

Mission
Impossible III
at 1258
0941 50 First Dates
1118 Spy Kids
1258 Mission Impossible III
1512 XxX
1720 300
1914 300: Rise of An
Empire
2100 Shooter
2317 Transformers: The
Last Knight

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

0657 Kasam Paida Karane
Wale Ki
1157 Chennai Express
1534 A Flying Jatt
1756 Time Story
2100 Singham 3
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‘SOCIALMEDIA
CANMAKEOR
MARASTAR’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Actor Kajal Aggarwal says it’s now easier for
celebrities to directly interact with their fans

All cute and cuddly
Can you guess who is this cute little baby? It’s actor Dia
Mirza who recently posted this from her childhood. “Major
#FlashbackFriday #80sBaby,” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIAMIRZAOFFICIAL

QUOTE HANGER
A 5’4 GIRL IS NOT
GOING TO LOOK
LIKE A DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, OR A
5’7 IS NOT GOING
TO LOOK LIKE AN
ALIA BHATT. SO,
IT’S IMPORTANT
TO DO WHAT’S
BEST FOR YOUR
BODY AND DO
WHAT YOU
ENJOY.

WE SEE WOMEN
DANCING IN
FILMS AS BEING
OBJECTIFIED. IF
YOU, AS A
WOMAN, OR
ACTRESS, FEELS
FOR ONE SECOND
YOU ARE BEING
OBJECTIFIED IN
THE SONG, YOU
SHOULD NOT BE
DOING IT.

SONAM K AHUJA,
ACTOR

KATRINA KAIF ,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Parineeti to shoot in England
ctor Parineeti Chopra
will head to England,
where she pursued her
studies, for two months
from July, to shoot a remake
of the acclaimed Hollywood
film, The Girl on the Train
(2016). Based on the Paula
Hawkins bestseller, it
narrates the story of a
divorcee who gets
entangled in a missing
person’s investigation that
takes her life to the brink.
“It’s a complete contrast to
the kind of personality that
is associated with me, so I
am excited as an actor to do
something completely
new,” Parineeti said in a
statement.
IANS

A

Sangeeta Yadav
or celebrities, being active
on social media, with
lakhs of followers, has
become the need of the
hour. Some like to share their
fitness and dance videos and
use it to promote their
upcoming projects, yet others
like to interact directly with the
fans. But actor Kajal Aggarwal
observes that “social media is a
powerful tool that can make or
break your career.”
Elaborating on this, Kajal
says, “Social media has taken a
whole new tangent and people
have made careers out of it. It is
amazing to see we are
progressing in life not
personally but on a community
level, where you directly
interact with your fans without
any filters or censors. They get
to hear directly from the
horses’ mouth and not from
sources or gossipmongers.”
Yet, just a few years back,
social media was considered as
a “necessity or an add-on to
one’s profile”. But now, Kajal
adds, “One’s profiling is done
on social media”.
The actor calls herself “a
little old-fashioned” when it
comes to social media as she
doesn’t like to spend her entire
day on the medium. Thus, I
have a team in place which
helps me manage and curate
my accounts. I don’t like to
randomly post anything just to
have an active presence,” Kajal
shares.
While many celebrities ‘buy’
likes to get instant responses
and followers, the actor
“doesn’t believe in buying and
paying for that”.

F

n

Kajal
Aggarwal
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
KAJALAGGARWAL
OFFICIAL
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Intwo-threeyears,TVcontent
willsurpriseus: AshishSharma
Shreya Mukherjee
iven the kind of content
the web has been
churning out and its
growing viewership, the
medium is seen to be giving
strong competition to TV.
Popular small-screen star
Ashish Sharma, who recently
dabbled in the web space, feels
that every medium has its own
charm and commands a
different audience.
The actor, who has done a
number of popular TV shows
such as Siya Ke Ram and
Rangrasiya, says, “It’s right
that there’s scope for
experimentation on the web.
But that does not mean TV is
losing its charm. There is a
separate audience for the
medium. In many homes the
medium has become a part and
parcel of their existence. It’s
true that TV is not
experimenting a lot, but there
is a shift that is happening.
Though it’s a little sluggish
right now and TV seems to be
stuck somewhere in that
changeover, but give it
another two to three years and
one will start to see what more
the medium has to offer.”
But Ashish is hopeful that
the new phase will give TV the
much required boost.
The actor was last seen in
the show Prithvi Vallabh,
which ended last year. Since

G

Ashish Sharma

then, Ashish has not signed
any other TV show. But he has
done a film, Khejdi (2018),
playing a transgender, which
was well received at film
festivals, and a web show.
So is he taking a break from
TV to concentrate on web and
films? “I have not taken any
break. It’s just that as an artist
I always take up work that

excites me. If I get anything
interesting on TV, why will I
let go of it? Interesting
characters and the story they
are part of inspire me to be a
part of it, than the medium,”
says Ashish. He adds he has
got a few offers from TV and
films, but can’t reveal much
unless he signs on the dotted
line.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t grown complacent as an
actor, says actor Mahesh Babu
Parineeti Chopra
PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

FREEZE FRAME

ctor Mahesh Babu’s 25th
film is all set for release
and he says he is glad he
hasn’t become complacent with
his own work in his twodecade-long career.
“I’m happy I haven’t grown
complacent as an actor. I still
prefer working with directors
who come to me with bound
scripts. Also, I will continue
doing one film a year because
there’s no point in doing too

A

many. Today, the economics of
filmmaking has changed and
the stakes are very high. Hence,
there are always high
expectations from audiences,”
Mahesh says.
He calls his forthcoming
Telugu action-drama Maharshi
special because it is unlike any
film he has done in his career so
far. “It’s a film that has so much
to offer. It has a very powerful
social message that is well-

laced with commercial
elements. It’s a film, unlike
anything I’ve done so far
because audiences can easily
relate to my character Rishi.
The journey of my character
will be interesting and
inspiring,” Mahesh says.
“Producer KL Narayana will
bankroll our project. But we
can only collaborate when we
are free from our current
IANS
commitments.

Swimming therapy
Sameera Reddy posted a sexy picture by the poolside,
with her baby bump. She captioned it: “Swimming has
been so therapeutic this pregnancy! To enjoy and
celebrate my growing bump. Finally had to get a
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REDDYSAMEERA
swimsuit that fit!...”

TWITTER TWATTER
@rajshriartist: Our
pandhari village head
Deepak more the most
hardworking Sarpanch of
our village #Pandharischool
#constructiongoingon
@Nabhangan5
@AnilKapoor: There’s no
better fitspiration than her
and now she’s making her
mantras available to
everyone through her oneof-a-kind app!
Congratulations
@TheShilpaShetty!! This is
amazing!
@ActorMadhavan: When
you lose 2 more unexpected
kgs.
@aapkadharam: My most
loving memories, my
“village rahatt” “tinda wala

khoo “ I created at my farm .
yaadeyn ye, JAAN hain meri .
@thevirdas: This is an open
threat to the people of
Seattle and San Jose. I’m in
your cities this week. Come
see the #LovedTour or
else.....
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‘We are still in our honeymoon phase’

Shaelisback
withOnlyyU

Actors Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi have just completed a year of marriage
Juhi Chakraborty
hen Neha Dhupia
announced her
wedding to actor
Angad Bedi this day
last year, she called it the “best
decision of her life” on
Instagram. One year later, the
actor says the past year’s
experience is a testament to
that. Following their
whirlwind nuptials, the first
year of marriage has also been
quite eventful. The couple
welcomed their first baby,
daughter Mehr in November
last year, and both have been
keeping very busy in their
respective careers.
But Neha, 38, maintains that
they are still very much in the
“honeymoon phase.” She adds,
“It’s young love, right? We got
to know each other, I got
pregnant, we got married and
then we had a baby. There is no

W

Shael Oswal

running away from the fact
that things happened quite
quickly.”
Admitting that they couldn’t
spend much time post their
marriage, Neha shares, “The
day I got married, I took a flight
to Houston for work and just
after nine days after having
Mehr, I started working. We
both had very little time
because we both realise that we
are in a business which
requires us to be like that.”
All said and done, Angad is
thankful to his “beautiful wife
and daughter” and says that
the journey has been lovely,
and together they have been on
a path of self-discovery as well
as discovering each other.
“I thought it would be
challenging, but the one year of
our marriage has been pretty
smooth (laughs). I assure that
we will work together to make
it even smoother so that people

believe in the institution of
marriage,” says the 36-year-old
actor.
Neha says both she and
Angad make conscious efforts
to keep the romance alive in
their marriage. “I feel like a lot
of time couples get married,
have a child, but you only see
them as the mother and father
of the child. We are very aware
of the fact that we are husband
and wife first and then parents
to Mehr,” shares Neha.
So what’s their plan for year
two? Angad muses that he
would like for them to spend
more time together travelling
and utilise Neha’s expertise in

Everyday for us is a
work in progress.
We also don’t take
each other for granted.
NEHA DHUPIA ACTOR

the area. “I want to travel with
her as she has more experience
in travelling. We want Mehr to
travel with us. Also, we want to
involve her grandparents a lot
more in our life.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

The couple is celebrating their first anniversary along with their
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/NEHADHUPIA
daughter in Mauritius

HTCS

One of India’s most beloved
pop singer Shael Oswal
was born in Ludhiana. He
is a commerce graduate
and completed his
graduation from Mumbai
University. He owns a
mining business in
Singapore and Indonesia.
Some of his past
passionate hits including
Arzi Jaanaa, Dil-Ki-

Baatein, Abhi-Abhi,
Zindagi, Jaan ve, Umar
bhar, Ae dil mere,
Bandishein, Kahan hai tu,
Teri yaad mein, Tere binn
and the evergreen Soniye
Heeriye have received an
overwhelming response
from music lovers. Shael’s
latest Punjabi hit dance
song Kokaa Kokaa & New
Love Song is Onlyy U.

I was 200% sure Slow Motion will be a hit: Aziz
Samarth Goyal
inger Nakash Aziz always
knew that his song, Slow
Motion, from the
upcoming film Bharat, will be
an instant hit, since it is
picturised on Salman Khan.
“I was 200% sure people
were going to like it, because

S

it’s a Salman Khan song. On
Twitter, a few of my followers
are Salman fans, and before
the song’s release, they kept
asking me when the song was
about to release. I don’t know
from where they found out
that I will be involved in one of
the songs, but they were
clearly right,” he laughs.

At the time of going to press,
the song had received 40
million hits on YouTube, ever
since its release on April 24. “ I
know an actor like Salman can
make a song very popular. So I
am not surprised to see that it
was an instant success,” the
singer adds.
However, apart from the

equipment, nothing changes
for the 34-year-old, who insists
that his effort doesn’t change
when he is singing for a big
star. “Of course it matters to
me that I am singing for
Salman, because after all he is
Salman Khan. “Having said
that, I give my best regardless
of who the star is,” he says.
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‘I HAVE NEVER
USED MY
PARENTS’
NAME’ >>p4

TAKING BABY STEPS TO MERGE HEALING
AND WORK, SAYS IRRFAN
>>htcity p3

shortstories
GMSH-16
DIRECTED TO PAY
₹6.5L TO PATIENT
CHANDIGARH : The consumer
court has directed the Government Multi Specialty Hospital,
Sector 16, to pay ₹6.50 lakh
compensation to a woman as a
foreign body was left inside her
abdomen by surgeons of the
medical institution. A resident of
Prem Nagar village, Shimla, Usha
Verma has filed a case of medical
negligence against the former
superintendent after a drain
fragment was left inside her body
››P2
during a surgery.

64th Railway week
celebrated
PATIALA: The Diesel Loco Modernisation Works (DMW), a
production unit of the Indian
Railways, celebrated the 64th
Railway Week on Thursday. Chief
administrative officer of DMW
Vivek Kumar was the Chief Guest.
He said this year’s function
assumes special significance in
view of the path-breaking
performance of DMW in producing electric locomotives and
tower cars for the first time. HTC

Gul Panag campaigns
for AAP in Delhi,
skips Chandigarh
CHANDIGARH : Known for running
a spirited campaign in the last
polls, former AAP candidate from
Chandigarh, Gul Panag, has
skipped Chandigarh as she began
canvassing for the party in Delhi.
Gul, a local girl, who forayed into
acting before trying her hands in
politics, secured more than 1 lakh
votes in her debut 2014 poll. For a
long time, she had maintained
that she was not active in politics
due to personal commitments.
But her public appearance in Delhi
on Tuesday wherein she campaigned for AAP’s South Delhi
candidate, Raghav Chadha and
even held her favourite Bike
Rally, has tongue wagging in
Chandigarh.
››P2

7:06pm
5:32am

GOSSIP DOESN’T HURT ME

ACTOR DISHA PATANI IS NOT BOTHERED BY RUMOURS >>htcity p3

Indian Army does not belong
to Modi, says Amarinder

Eight pink booths to be set up
for encouraging women voters

SUNAM RALLY Blames Dhindsa for fiscal crisis in state, debt of ₹31,000 crore

PATIALA: In the wake of Lok
Sabha elections, the district
electoral office is going to set up
40 model booths and eight pink
booths in Patiala parliamentary
constituency on the day of polling, scheduled for May 19.
Altogether 17,34,245 voters of
Patiala constituency including
9, 09,407 male and 8, 24,764
female as well as 74 transgender
would caste vote at 1,920 polling
booths in the elections.
Patiala constituency includes
nine state assembly segments.
Additional deputy commissioner Shaukat Ahemed Parre,
additional district electoral officer, said aiming to boost women
voting percentage in the coming
elections, at least eight all-pink
booths will be set up across the
district.

Avtar Singh
n

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SUNAM (SANGRUR) : Punjab chief

minister Captain Amarinder
Singh lashed out at Prime Minister Narendra Modi and alleged
that after the Balakot air strike,
the Prime Minister has been trying to take political mileage over
the achievement of the Indian
Army. However, the army
serves the nation and not Modi,
Captain said.
“After Balakot air strike,
Modi claimed ‘my army’ but the
army does not belong to Modi,
instead the army belongs to the
entire nation. Even I have served
in the Indian Army for 10 years.
I served the nation but not
Modi,” Captain Amarinder
Singh said during Sunam
rally on Thursday.
The CM addressed the rally in
support of the Congress candidate from Sangrur Kewal Singh
Dhillon.
He appealed to the people to
not let Narendra Modi and his
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
destroy India’s biggest strength
– its unity.
“These Lok Sabha elections
would decide the future of the
nation by choosing between
those engaged in communalising
politics and those desirous of
building the secular India,” said
the CM.
Attacking the SAD-BJP candidate, Parminder Singh Dhindsa,
Captain blamed the former Punjab finance minister for the fiscal
crisis in the state and the additional debt burden of ₹31,000

n

Congress candidate from Sangrur Kewal Singh Dhillon honouring Punjab chief minister Captain
BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT
Amarinder Singh during the rally at Sunam in Sangrur district on Thursday.

crore.
“Dhindsa ruined the state. If
we can give relief to farmers with
debt waiver scheme, why Prakash Singh Badal could not do
it,” he asked.
Others who spoke at the rally
included Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee election campaign chairman Lal Singh, Cabinet Minister Vijay Inder Singla
and former CM Rajinder Kaur
Bhattal.
Lashing out at sitting MP and
AAP candidate Bhagwant Mann,
Kewal Singh Dhillon said Mann
has done nothing in past five

the centre,” Dhindsa said.

n Parminder Dhindsa dared Capt

years but performed jokes in the
Parliament.
“I will establish a university
and industry. Even we will hold

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

n Bhagwant Mann said Dhillon is

an arrogant businessman who
wants to do everything with his
money. “I will meet Congress
workers after election results
for sympathy but not for
comedy,” said Mann.

a performance event of Mann’s
comedy on May 24, if I am voted
to power,” Kewal Singh Dhillon
said.

“The pink polling booths will
have only female staff including
polling staff and security personnel. The booth at every centre can be distinguished by its
entirely pink décor, including
pink walls, table covers, carpet
and special facility of crèches
for small children,” Parre said.
He said such initiatives will
help encourage female participation in the entire polling process. “We also expect the overall
female voter turnout to increase
this year,” Parre said.
Meanwhile, the district
administration has also
requested political parties and
candidates for deputing women
election and polling agents at
pink booths.
MODEL POLLING
BOOTHS
Besides pink booths, the administration is also going to set-up

45-year-old man
murders wife
PATIALA : A 45-year-old man was

TRADING BARBS
to take action against him. “If
Amarinder Singh thinks that I
have done anything wrong, he
should take action against me.
The debt of ₹31,000 crore is the
result of anti-people policies of
the Congress government at

HT Correspondent

booked for killing wife in New
Officers’ Colony on Thursday.
The deceased has been identified as Sunita, 40, who was found
dead in the lobby of her house.
Sunita and her husband Bachan
Singh were alone in the house
when Singh slit her throat with a
kitchen knife. Singh fled from
the spot after committing the
crime.
Investigation officer Karnail
Singh said the couple was having
a strained relationship, as Singh
suspected his wife of having

illicit relations with a person in
the locality.
“The accused worked in a private factory in Samana, 28km
from here, and used to stay at his
work place on some days. The
couple often quarrelled over the
issue,” police officer said.
He said the deceased’s family
told police that even neighbours
and relatives tried to resolve the
issue, but to no avail.
A case was registered against
the accused under Section 302
(murder) of the Indian Penal
HTC
Code.

Car carrying illegal liquor overturns
in Sangrur, 36 cartons recovered

HT correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR : A car allegedly carry-

n

Punjab agriculture department was expecting wheat production of 9.24 lakh metric tonne from the
BHARAT BHUSHAN HT
2.34 lakh hectare area under cultivation in the district.

Patiala district purchases
9.28 lakh metric tonne wheat
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : With the wheat pro-

curement season at its fag end,
Patiala district has surpassed
its procurement target with
purchase of 9.28 lakh metric
tonne of wheat yield.
At least 2.34 lakh hectare area
was under wheat cultivation in
the district and the agriculture
department was expecting wheat production of 9.24
lakh metric tonne, against the
9.6 lakh metric tonne in 2016.
However, Pungrain has
topped the procurement chart
by procuring 2.12 lakh metric
tonne (MT) in the district.
The procurement season
begun at a slow pace and gathered momentum in the second

WHEAT
PROCUREMENT
BY AGENCIES
n Markfed 2.05 lakh MT
n Punsup 2.01 lakh MT
n Warehouse 1.25 MT
n Punjab Agro 83185 MT
n FCI 98,692 MT
n Private player 2,710 MT

week of last month.
Deputy commissioner Kumar
Amit said, “Around 9.28 lakh
MT of yield arrived at 105 purchasing centres and was lifted
accordingly. The season was
good for the authorities and

farmers, who have been paid
around ₹1,557 crore during the
procurement season.”
Chief agriculture officer Arvinder Singh said weather conditions remained perfect throughout the rabi season and 5,450kg
yield per hectare was recorded
this year.
“There were no reports of a
pest attack or yellow rust to the
crop throughout the season.
The quality of grain was refined
as farmers faced no difficulty
in selling their yield,” he
said.
He said the farmers faced difficulties due to unfavourable
weather conditions during harvesting time, but the increase in
temperature in later half of
April was a boon for the farmer
fraternity.

ing Haryana-made illegal liquor
overturned and hit a tree at Bangan village, Moonak-Patran
road, on Thursday.
The village residents
informed the police but occupants, the driver and his companion, managed to flee.
Cops inspected the crime spot
and allegedly recovered 36 cartons of Haryana-made liquor.
Police said they have registered
a case against unidentified people.
Sources said there were some
Congress flags in the car but
police did not confirm any recovery of flags.
“A Hyundai i20 was moving to
Patran (Patiala) side from
Moonak but due to stray animal
or other reasons, the driver lost
control. The vehicle overturned
and hit into a tree. 36 cartons of
illicit liquor were recovered,”
said Moonak deputy superintendent of police (DSP) Kuldeep
Singh.

n

A car carrying Haryana-made illegal liquor overturned and hit a tree at Bangan village on Moonak-Patran
HT PHOTO
stretch in Sangrur on Thursday.

4 booked for causing
death by negligence
MOHALI :A junior engineer (JE) of

Punjab State Power Corporation
Ltd (PSPCL) is among the four
people booked in connection with
the death of a contractual
employee due to electrocution
when he was repairing a power
line on April 22, 2019.
Those booked are identified as
JE Parminder Singh, contractor

Mohan Lal, lineman Nanak
Singh and assistant lineman Bir
Singh. They have been booked
under Section 304(A) of the IPC at
Dera Bassi police station. Victim
Jasbir Singh, 35, was repairing a
power line at Paragpur village in
Dera Bassi on April 22 when he
suffered a massive electric shock.
He died at the PGI on May 8.HTC

PU hotel mgmt students conduct survey on food quality
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Food quality and

variety has been a major issue at
Panjab University (PU), especially in the hostels. Students
have been demanding to
improve the quality of food in
hostels and in the past, have also
asked the authorities to start
cooperative messes.
Moreover, there has been a
rising demand for non-vegetarian food on campus.
The Panjab University Cam-

300 QUESTIONNAIRES
WERE FILLED BY
STUDENTS FROM
HOSTELS AND THOSE AT
THE STUDENT CENTRE
pus Students’ Council
(PUCSC) has submitted many
memorandums demanding the
same, but the demand was
rejected.
Two students of BSc Hotel
Management (6th semester) at

University Institute of Hotel
and Tourism Management
(UIHTM) Aditya Bhatia and
Daksh Tarnach under the
supervision of assistant professor Lipika K Gulaini, conducted
a survey on the food served in
hostels and at the student centre.
They asked questions about
the variety, quality, hygiene
and prices of food.
As many as 300 questionnaires were filled by students
from hostels and those at the
student centre.

MAJORITY PREFER
NON-VEGETARIAN FOOD
Disclosing their eating preference, 55.2% of the students
replied that they prefer to eat
vegetarian food, 13.6% prefer to
eat non-vegetarian food and
31.2% prefer to eat both vegetarian and non-vegetarian food.
Meanwhile, replying to the
question of whether non-vegetarian food be served in hostel
mess, 56% replied ‘yes’ while
44% replied ‘no.’
The students’ replies also
concluded that 87% of the stu-

dents ate at least one meal in
hostels and a majority of them
(58.4%) prefer having lunch at
hostels. Only 44.4% of the students said they ate at the hostel
mess regularly.
Of all the students who
answered the questionnaires,
80% prefer to have food at the
student centre, 65% prefer the
student centre over the hostel
mess to have food.
Also, 60% of the students feel
the quality of food is worth the
amount paid while 40% feel vice
versa.

model polling booths at 40 places (five each in eight assembly
segments as Dera Bassi segment
falls in jurisdiction of SAS
Nagar district). Other segments
include Patiala rural, Patiala
urban, Nabha, Shutrana, Patrana, Samana, Ghanour, Sanour and Rajpura.
Parre said besides basic facilities, the model booths including proper shadow space, selfiecorner, snacks centre for voters,
sitting arrangement and water
drinking facilities. Meanwhile,
the administration has also
made special arrangements
for physically-challenged voters.
Transportation facility up to
limited area for needy voters,
ramps and wheelchairs for
physically-disabled voters, electricity, toilet, water and other
facilities will be available at
each model polling booths.

LABOURER HELD
FOR SNATCHING,
BIKE, PHONE
RECOVERED
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The Jagatpuri police

claim to have solved two snatching cases with the arrest of a
21-year-old labourer.
He was identified as Sajan
Kumar of Bindra Colony, Karabara Chowk. His accomplice, Patisa, is at large. The police recovered a stolen motorcycle, and a
mobile phone, which Kumar
snatched from a woman on April
15.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Kapil Kumar, in-charge, Jagatpuri police post, said Kumar was
arrested from Jagatpuri area following a tip-off . He was crossing
through the area on a motorcycle
when the police stopped him for
checking. But, he failed to produce documents of the motorcycle. On being interrogated, he
confessed to have stolen the
vehicle to carry out snatchings.
The ASI said the accused had
snatched the handbag of one
Jyoti Malhi of Rajesh Nagar,
Haibowal, on April 15. It contained a mobile phone, a gold
chain, ₹5,000 in cash and some
documents. A case under Sections 379-B (snatching) and 34
(acts done in furtherance of common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered in this
regard at the Haibowal police
station.
The woman’s mobile phone
and her Aadhaar card were
recovered from him.

A STOLEN A MOBILE
PHONE WAS RECOVERED
FROM SAJAN KUMAR,
WHICH HE SNATCHED
FROM A WOMAN
ON APRIL 15

M D / M S A D M I S S I O N S AT G M C H

SC stays high court order
on domicile-based quota
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Supreme Court
on Thursday stayed a Punjab
and Haryana high court order in
which the latter had struck
down a clause for admissions to
post graduate medical courses
at Government Medical College
and Hospital, Sector 32, giving
reservation on the basis of domicile.
“Today Supreme Court has
stayed the judgment of the high
court. As of now, admissions
as per original prospectus
stand. Now, the case has been
listed for July 2,” UT’s senior
standing counsel Pankaj Jain
said.
Last month, the high court
bench of justices Mahesh
Grover and Lalit Batra had
directed the GMCH to fill the
seats earmarked under ‘Chandigarh pool’ category on the basis
of merit position obtained by
candidates in NEET after it

quashed the domicile-based reservation.
Out of 128 seats, 64 were for
state quota for MS and MD
courses in the hospital out of
which 32 were reserved for institutional preference category
and remaining 32 for reserved
‘Chandigarh pool’ with reservation to those with domicile of
Chandigarh.
There is no dispute regarding
all India quota. UT has been
filling its quota from students
who passed MBBS from
GMCH-32.
Last year, it was challenged
in high court.
In its judgment, the high
court said UT can’t reserve all
its seats for students of GMCH.
Hence, it decided to give
reservation of 50 percent under
state quota on the basis of domicile.
As per UT, this year 32 of the
64 seats were for residents of UT
and as many for students of
GMCH.

Under the ‘Chandigarh pool’
those candidates were eligible
who had either studied for a
period of 5 years in the city at
any time, whose parents had
resided in city for a period of at
least 5 years at any time or children of persons who had held/
hold immovable property in city
for a period of five years at any
time.
The clause was challenged on
March 28, 2019, by Shrey Goel
and others arguing that the
clause was in violation of various Supreme Court judgments
according to which domicile
based reservation in PG courses
is not permissible.
The UT had argued that it was
an injustice to residents of
Chandigarh they were being
discriminated against vis a vis
other states.
All India quota by virtue of
high court order went up to
75% and Chandigarh quota got
reduced from 50% to 25%, the
UT administration had argued.
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Gul Panag campaigns for AAP in Delhi Swara likes Kirron, but
SKIPS CHANDIGARH Turns down feelers from local convener to campaign for Dhawan
Vivek Gupta
n

sising that poll campaign can be
clean, she wrote that she was still
left with money after elections
and later returned it to donors.
She is not in fray this time. There
is a general feeling within the
AAP that she moved on with her
private life after elections
Insiders said that she neither
approached the party for Chandigarh ticket nor party reached her
before polls. Party then ended up
fielding city’s old war horse Harmohan Dhawan.

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:Known for running a
spirited campaign in the last
polls, former AAP candidate
from Chandigarh, Gul Panag, has
skipped Chandigarh as she began
canvassing for the party in Delhi.
Gul, a local girl, who forayed into
acting before trying her hands in
politics, secured more than 1 lakh
votes in her debut 2014 poll.
For a long time, she had maintained that she was not active in
politics due to personal commitments. But her public appearance
in Delhi on Tuesday wherein she
campaigned for AAP’s South
Delhi candidate, Raghav Chadha
and even held her favourite Bike
Rally, has tongue wagging in
Chandigarh. AAP’s local convener, Prem Garg had sent her a
feeler asking her to campaign for

n

(From left) Actor-turned-politician Prakash Raj and actress Gul
Panag campaign for AAP’s South Delhi Lok Sabha seat candidate
PTI
Raghav Chadha (extreme right) in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Dhawan here, but she declined.
Garg, however, added on Tuesday, that one should not read
much to it. “She has personal
commitment and we must
respect it,” he added.

In a recent article she wrote for
a portal, she shared her experience as how she ran active campaign with volunteers and raised
money for poll expenditure
through public funding. Empha-

SHE CAME FOR
KHER'S SUPPORT
Some AAP insiders feel that Gul’s
recent support to Kirron, her 2014
political rival and industry colleague, is keeping her away from
here. Calling Kirron a ‘Mumbai
actress’, Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal in his February
24 rally in Chandigarh, had

slammed Kirron and said she
became an MP just to enhance
her status.
In her series of tweets a day
later, Gul blunted Kejri’s attack
on Kirron. She called Kirron a
dutiful MP “who spent most of
her time in Chandigarh and even
had over 75% attendance in Parliament.” She also said that denigrating someone for their profession was not in a good taste.
“Electoral discourse needs to
rise above this kind of talk. It
needs to be about real issues. Not
personal attacks,” she tweeted
then.
Later, she did not agree for an
interview when HT approached
her. In a one-line reply, she stated
that every party fields candidates
who it feels are best suited for the
job. When, HT on Wednesday,
asked her if she would campaign
for AAP in Chandigarh, let us see.

frowns at ‘Yes PM’ culture

Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: In a U-turn from
her critical tone of the BJP, Bollywood actor Swara Bhaskar
said she was fond of Chandigarh
MP Kirron Kher and a
second-time contender on a BJP
ticket. This
is in sharp contrast to the
views she had expressed against
another BJP candidate, Pragya
Thakur, from Bhopal, earlier
this week.
Swara said, “I like Kirron
Kher a lot, she is such an amazing, dynamic, warm and fun
person, personally I admire her
a lot,” adding, “I have not followed local level politics in Punjab.”
“If somebody belongs to a
party that we do not believe in
doesn’t mean we have to personally attack them,” she said,
adding that she was not a
member of any political party,
but believed in development
issues and on democratic values.
She has lent her support to
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate, Atishi, from East Delhi
constituency. In these elections,
she has campaigned for CPI (M)
candidate Amra Ram in Sikar,
Rajasthan; Congress leader Digvijaya Singh in Bhopal and CPI
candidate Kanhaiya Kumar in
Begusarai, Bihar.
Speaking on the Kirron-Kej-

n

The Bollywood actor says
some people have begun
to question the fact that
artistes should speak their
KARUN SHARMA/HT
mind.

riwal-Panag controversy, “I
must commend Gul Panag,
who fought on an AAP ticket, for
her communication to her
ex-opponent. Gul has risen
above petty politics and has
stood up for what is correct and
in solidarity with another
woman.”
Gul had sprung to Kirron’s
defence, after Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal
had called her a ‘Mumbai
actress’ at an election rally in
Chandigarh.

On Gul’s absence from Chandigarh after the 2014 elections,
Swara said, “This is a question
that only she can answer
but maybe she didn’t find politics to be her cup of tea,” adding,
“You have to give freedom to
people.”
When questioned on whether
the 2019 elections had divided
Bollywood into two halves,
Swara said, “When was Bollywood united ?” adding that,
“Bollywood has never seen
people speaking against each
other, or challenging each others’ political views on public
forum; like Anupam sir saying
something against Naseer sir,
then Naseer sir saying something, or me saying something
about it.”
She added, “Bollywood has
always been involved in politics, but now some people have
begun to question the fact that
artistes should speak their
mind. There is a culture of
Yes Prime Minister propagated
everywhere in our country.
That kind of culture has also
come to Bollywood. So, people
say that oh, how you can say
something against the prime
minister?”
“India has always been a
noisy democracy; the problem
isn’t that we have polarising
views, but the fact that we are
shocked by it. Fear has crept in
about speaking against the government,” she concluded.

GMSH-16
DIRECTED TO PAY
₹6.5L TO PATIENT
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The consumer

GIVES YOU TIME
TO DO MORE...
... while saving cooking gas

court has directed the Government Multi Specialty Hospital,
Sector 16, to pay ₹6.50 lakh compensation to a woman as a foreign body was left inside her
abdomen by surgeons of the
medical institution.
A resident of Prem Nagar village, Shimla, Usha Verma has
filed a case of medical negligence against the former superintendent, Dr Dabar, Dr Bal and
Dr Sarabjeet, after a 12 cm-long
drain fragment was left inside
her body during a gall bladder
surgery in 2015.
The forum gave a clean chit to
Dr Sarabjeet but directed other
three to pay a sum of ₹4 lakh for
medical negligence and deficiency in service, ₹2 lakh for
pain, suffering, mental agony
and harassment undergone by
the patient, and ₹50, 000 as cost
of litigation.
On October 17, 2015, Usha had
been admitted for a laparoscopic procedure for removal of
her gall bladder.
The surgery was performed
by Dr Bal and Dr Dabar. On
October 21 in the same year,
Usha again visited the GMSH-16
for the removal of her drain, but
she alleged that it was removed
negligently by the surgeons.
She was referred for ultrasound and was assured by Dr
Dabar that everything was normal. Usha continued to feel pain
following which her CT scan
was performed on October 26.
The scan revealed the presence
of a foreign object inside her
body.It was part of a drain pipe
with a diameter of 4 mm and
length 12 cm.
Following this, Usha was
operated again and the foreign
body was removed from her
body.
In her complaint, she alleged
that the drain used in her surgery was too thick and banned.
Hence, there had been a breach
of duty of care on the part of the
hospital, she had stated.
Denying negligence on part of
the hospital, he has said, “After
the patient’s drain was
removed, it was observed that a
12 cm pipe remained inside, but
it was not due to negligence of
the surgeons.” “It could break
due to twists, jerks, heavy
movements or inherent nature
of the material.”
The forum observed that hospital’s defence did not appear to
be believable.

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING COOKWARE STORES

Buy online at

www.potsandpans.in

India’s First International Cookware Store
For corporate gift enquiry call us at: 7838212151 | For enquiry call us at: 9876667744
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‘Taking baby steps to merge healing and work’
rrfan, who is currently
shooting for a film after a
year-long break following
his neuroendocrine tumour
diagnosis, says he is on the
road to recovery but still
needs space to heal.
The 52-year-old actor
received treatment in a
London hospital and returned
to the country early this year.
In a statement, addressed
to his “friends in the media”,
the actor said he has been
getting requests to share his
story but needs more time to
process it.
“Last few months have
been on a road to recovery, a
period to heal, to fight the
fatigue and face the reel and
real world. I am aware of your

I

concern and request to talk to
you, share my journey, but I
am fathoming it myself,
inhaling and internalising,
taking baby steps to merge my
healing with work and trying
to experiment the
amalgamation of both,” Irrfan
said.
The actor is shooting for
Angrezi Medium, the muchanticipated sequel to his 2017
blockbuster Hindi Medium.
Irrfan said he was grateful
for the well wishes he
received from his friends in
the media. “I am deeply
touched by your wishes, your
prayers and it means a lot for
me and my family. I truly
respect the way you respected
my journey, giving me time

and space to heal,” the actor
said. “Thank you for your
patience and the warmth and
the love all through this
overwhelming journey,” he
added.
Irrfan ended his statement
drawing on a poem by famous
Austrian poet Rainer Maria
Rilke. “I feel an urge to share
with you something. I live my
life in widening rings which
spread over earth and sky. I
may not ever complete the
last one, but that is what I will
try. I circle around God’s
primordial tower, and I circle
ten thousand years long; And
I still don’t know if I’m a
falcon, a storm, or an
unfinished song.”

Irrfan

PTI

Actor Disha Patani says that she isn’t
and never was bothered by rumours;
adds she is still as asocial as she was
Juhi Chakraborty
hat’s an actor’s life
without rumours and
link-ups? While they
know that it is a part
and parcel of their profession,
it still takes a lot of time to
acclimatise to it, especially if
they come from a non-filmi
background.
For the longest time, Disha
Patani’s personal life and her
relationship with rumoured
boyfriend Tiger Shroff, has
piqued everyone’s interest,
sometimes even more than her
career. But the actor chooses
to remain unfazed by it all.
“I never used to get hurt or
upset about the rumours and
gossip. And I am still the same.
Gossip doesn’t hurt me. I am
still as asocial as I was before I

W

STOP PRESS
SONI RAZDAN RUBBISHES
THE RANBIR-ALIA
MARRIAGE RUMOUR

I loved my role in Bharat. I would never miss out on
an opportunity like this just because it stars other
actors.
DISHA PATANI, ACTOR

became an actor. So, I don’t
really get to know or rather,
make an effort to know any
kind of gossip that is going
around,” shares Disha.
The actor’s Bollywood
career kicked off with MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story in
2016, which she followed up
with Kung Fu Yoga (2017) and
Baaghi 2 (2018). And now, her
career has gathered further
momentum after she signed
big-ticket films such as Bharat

and Malang, both of which are
multi-starrers.
On if sharing screen space
with so many actors was a
concern for her, Disha
answers in negative. “I am not
worried for sure. It’s a great
opportunity to be able to work
with great actors and big stars
in a project. I loved my role in
Bharat. I would never miss out
on an opportunity like this just
because it stars other actors,”
says the 26-year-old actor.

The film also gave her the
chance to romance actor
Salman Khan onscreen,
something which many would
see as a big opportunity since
she is paired alongside a
superstar. And Disha was also
excited for it. “Well, I wasn’t
very nervous; rather I was
pretty much excited to work
with him. He is such a big star
and I was very happy for this
opportunity,” she shares.
She gushes over Salman
some more, saying, “He is a
lovely person. He is super-easy
and makes everyone very
comfortable. He is humble and
hard working. He didn’t give
me any tips but just seeing him
on set and working with him
made me learn so much about
the job.”
n

mid reports that Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt plan to get married at
the beautiful Lake Como — just
like Ranveer Kapoor and Deepika
Padukone — Alia’s mother Soni
Razdan on Wednesday junked
such ‘rumours’. “It is a totally
baseless rumour,” she said. —IANS

A

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
(left) and Soni Razdan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

‘I liked Dada Kondke… He
broke all the norms of a hero’

I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in
a different way, it
should seem like part
of a conversation.
I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between
two characters.

Pooja Sharma
awazuddin Siddiqui has
essayed a wide spectrum
of characters — a man
who works in a morgue in
Shorts (2013), murderer in
Raman Raghav 2.0 (2016) and
a political figure in
Thackeray. Every actor has
their own inspirations or type
of cinema that they have
admired, or have a reference
point before delving into the
profession of acting. However,
the Manto (2018) actor claims
that he didn’t really watch
Hindi cinema while growing
up. He says, “I haven’t seen
many Hindi films, be it old or
even the relatively newer
ones. In terms of actors, I
really liked [Marathi actor]
Dada Kondke. People would
say his films had double
meaning. But there is only
one actor whom I liked a lot,
and that was him. He broke all
the norms of a hero or even a
villain. People used to like his
style of acting. And it’s not
like he would even wear fancy
clothes, or had a certain type
of body — none of these frills.
What happens otherwise is
feudalism — the mentality
that screams ‘dekho main
bada aadmi hoon (in showbiz)’
and all that.”
Dada Kondke was famous
for his one-liners in his
movies. From the current
generation, Nawazuddin is
one of those few actors who
have delivered heavyweight
dialogues in his films, which
have become quite popular —
be it Gangs of Wasseypur
series, Badlapur (2015) or
even the web series Sacred

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

N

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI,
ACTOR

Games. Talking about
expressing these lines with
ease, the Photograph actor
says, “I think dialogues
shouldn’t be spoken in a
different way, it should

seem like part of a
conversation. I try my best to
make it sound like a
conversation between two
characters. Pehle, filmon
mein dialogues bana ke

bolte they. All the credit
should also go the
writers; it’s just that it
shouldn’t sound like
dialoguebaazi.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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It is important to continue the medication
prescribed to cure your ailment. Some of
you might need financial advice from
someone close. Your knowledge and
business acumen will be in demand at
work. Domestic front remains excellent
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
as you get to spend quality time with
family and friends. Interruptions in travel is
likely as your visa proceeding gets delayed.
Acquisition of property is on the cards for some.

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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Unnecessary tensions can just give you
sleepless nights and affect health; so stay
calm. Monetarily things do not look too
great today. Pressure of work is set to
increase. A member of the family might
need help and advice; be there for them.
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
A family vacation is on the cards and will
be a welcome change. A property
inheritance battle might become nasty.

Bono: The Irish singer, frontman for rock band U2
that is known for hits such as Sunday Bloody
Sunday (1983), With Or Without You (1987) and
Vertigo (2004), turns 59 today.

You need your own endeavour to achieve
perfect health. Increase in earnings is
indicated for some. You will need to keep
a close tab on your employees for a
project entrusted to them. A marriage or
birth is likely to bring happiness.
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
Travelling, especially by train, can prove
hectic. A favourable decision on partition of
an ancestral property might cheer everyone.

You will achieve perfect health through
your hard work and dedication. Monetary
gains from a transaction cannot be ruled
out for some. You are likely to work hard
on your original ideas to be able to win
CANCER
the day on the professional front. You
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
are set to enjoy the company of your near
and dear ones. Take adequate measures to
counter the season while travelling today. Real
estate agents can expect a good commission from a deal.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front. Stars
advice you to take things at a slower pace in your relationship.

Love Focus: You may find lover serious and irritable today. Try not to
give any stress to them even if you can’t lessen the problems that
your lover in facing.

Love Focus: Those seeking love need to be at their impressive best.
The first impression can become the last impression if it is not as per
the expectation.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Good dietary control will find some of you
coming back in shape. Those needing loan
might not get it at the most nominal
interest. A profitable day for those into
business is envisaged. Professionals will
LEO
have a good day too. Family might seek
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
more time for them since you are too busy
these days. Travelling to a far off place to
attend a family function might become
tiresome for all. Not a good day to buy or sell property today.

Health remains satisfactory. Fulfilling a
financial commitment to someone made
long ago will be much appreciated. You
are about to be offered a lucrative deal
at work, which will be hard to resist.
Health of a family member might be a
concern for some. A family trip planned
earlier might be shelved due to reasons
beyond control. Property might become the
cause for upsetting relations among close ones.

Judicious eating keeps ailments at bay.
Taking up a job on the side to augment
income helps you earn well. Striking a
balance between leisure and work at the
workplace will work in your favour.
Mood of spouse might make life tense on
the family front. Some hassles might
make your official trip uncomfortable.
Construction and property business are likely to
soar up.

Those not feeling on the top of the world
health wise should remain indoors. Much
needed monetary help may materialise
for you, making you bit relaxed. A
troublesome individual can give you a
difficult time at work. An exciting
evening out with family is on the cards
and will prove immensely enjoyable. An
overseas trip is on the cards for some. You are
likely to obtain keys to your new house today.

Love Focus: Luck favours the brave, remember that and take your
chances to approach the one you love.

Love Focus: Romance front remains gloomy as lover stays away for
some genuine reason.

Love Focus: Lover will stick to his or her promise and fulfil whatever
committed.

Love Focus: Lover will be more than accommodating. They are likely
to make all attempts to command by your orders today.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health front keeps you happy. Some of you
might have to look for more avenues to
increase earning. Though it is never too
easy to excel, especially in the field that
you are in, but you will prove everyone
wrong. You can feel apprehensive about
SAGITTARIUS
a future issue or activity on the domestic
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
front. Your yearning for a vacation might
have to be postponed. Buying your dream
house looks way too far now; but you will achieve your dream soon.

Any kind of excess can have an adverse
effect on health, so be judicious in what
you eat. Financial security will encourage
you to dream big. You will manage to
handle a contentious issue competently
on the work front. Negative
CAPRICORN
undercurrents on the domestic front
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
threaten to make the atmosphere tense.
Some of you may have to undertake an out of
town journey. True guidance is what you need in the property front.

Health keeps you happy and remains
perfect. There will be no escaping an
essential expenditure on the financial
front, but judicious spending will save
money. A transfer or promotion in the
job, that was on the cards, can be
AQUARIUS
delayed. Travelling with family to a
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
tourist destination will prove immensely
enjoyable for all. Be judicious while buying or
selling a property.

A minor health issue being cured will make
you hale and hearty. Financial gains will
shape well for some. You can face
difficulties in bagging a lucrative
assignment at work, but you will
succeed in the end. You are likely to take
PISCES
a short break with family for rest and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
rejuvenation. Buying a car might get
delayed. Purchase or development of property
is on the cards for some.

Love Focus: Things move slowly on the romantic front, but
remember, slow and steady wins the race.

Love Focus: Fight over a trivial issues can spoil a romantic outing. Try
to ignore minute things.

Love Focus: Keep romance on hold for some time as stars are not
favourable.

Love Focus: You are likely to spike your romance with some
excitement. Much more is in store for the both of you today.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Aqua green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light yellow

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

SUDOKU

Shaelisback
withOnlyyU

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

MATHDOKU

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Wait for some more time to approach the one you
secretly love. Let the right time arrive.

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)

Bill Watterson

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2007 film, Taare ZameeN Par’s
creative director Amole Gupte
created most of the paiNtiNgs
credited to IshaaN’s character.

SCRAMBLE - 3081
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BRTEE
ABRIR
IINWT T
F IOTNY
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Beret, briar, nitwit, notify
ANSWER: Eternity is a mere moment, just long enough for a joke Hermann Hess

One of India’s most beloved
pop singer Shael Oswal
was born in Ludhiana. He
is a commerce graduate
and completed his
graduation from Mumbai
University. He owns a
mining business in
Singapore and Indonesia.
Some of his past
passionate hits including
Arzi Jaanaa, Dil-Ki-

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Shael Oswal

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

________ is a mere momeNt, just loNg eNough
for a joke
- HermaNN Hess (8)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

HTCS

Baatein, Abhi-Abhi,
Zindagi, Jaan ve, Umar
bhar, Ae dil mere,
Bandishein, Kahan hai tu,
Teri yaad mein, Tere binn
and the evergreen Soniye
Heeriye have received an
overwhelming response
from music lovers. Shael’s
latest Punjabi hit dance
song Kokaa Kokaa & New
Love Song is Onlyy U.

‘I have never used
my parents’ name’
Shreya Mukherjee
ikandar Kher worked in a
number of films since
debuting with Woodstock
Villa in 2008. But none of his
films did well at the box office.
And the actor feels that’s the
reason why his film career did
not take off the way it was
expected.
But didn’t having veteran
actors Kirron Kher and
Anupam Kher as parents work
in his favour? “None of my
films have worked, had any of
them done well then things
would have been different.
Also, I have never used my
parents’ name and they also
never wanted it that way. But
more than anything else these
failures taught me that I should
not sit at home. Kaam chahiye
aur uske liye koshish karna

S

padhega… At the end of the day
you will have to love and
respect yourself,” says the
actor.
So does that mean he is
outside the ambit of the
nepotism debate? “Not really.
Let me tell you first that
nepotism exists and at what
level. Unlike others, I will get to
meet the people I want to. If I
call them up and request for a
time they might oblige because
I know them. I know Karan
Johar since I was a child so if I
call him he will ask me to come
over. I ask them for 10 minutes
and within nine minutes I have
spoken to them, have shown
my showreel and I am ready to
leave. That’s how I function,”
he adds.
Sikandar was last seen in
Romeo Akbar Walter.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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