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DROUGHT RELIEF
TOPS NITI AAYOG
MEETING AGENDA

PMpledgessupportto
Lanka’swaronterror

Kumar Uttam
n

NEWDELHI: Niti Aayog, the Indian

‘NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST’ Modi meets counterpart, Prez, Oppn leader, calls for joint action
Padma Rao Sundarji
n

padma.rao@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO: India and Sri Lanka

agreed that terrorism is a threat
that calls for collective action by
the global community, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
after meeting President Maithripala Sirisena on Sunday,
capping his four-hour visit, the
first by a world leader to the terror-ravaged island nation since
the Easter Sunday bombings of
April 21.
Modi arrived from Maldives
as part of his first foreign trip
after re-election as the Prime
Minister, a visit that underlined
the Indian government’s
“neighbourhood first” policy.
Modi also held talks with PM
Ranil Wickremesinghe and
Opposition leader Mahinda
Rajapaksa in Sri Lanka, which
is key to India’s strategic interests, especially in view of
China’s push to expand its influence in the Indian Ocean region.
Before commencing official
talks, Modi visited St Anthony’s
Church in Colombo, one of three
churches targeted by the Easter
Sunday suicide bombers.
The bombings on three
churches and three luxury
hotels left 258 people dead, dealing a blow to Sri Lanka’s vital
tourism industry. The Islamic
State group claimed responsibility for the attacks, carried
out by a local radicalised Muslim group known as National
Thowheed Jammath. It has been
widely reported that Colombo

n

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena at the
presidential secretariat in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Sunday.

failed to act on intelligence
warnings provided by India.
“I am confident Sri Lanka
will rise again. Cowardly acts of
terror cannot defeat the spirit of
Sri Lanka. India stands in solidarity with the people of Sri
Lanka,” Modi tweeted after
visiting the church.
The timing of Modi’s visit was
not lost on the Sri Lankan
media, which welcomed the
Indian leader with warm headlines. The Sunday Times saw

“deep political significance” in
Modi’s visit, while the Sunday
Observer pointed to “New
Delhi’s increasing sensitivity
towards life south of the Palk
Straits”.
After paying tributes to the
victims, Modi arrived at the
President’s House where he was
accorded a ceremonial reception. Sirisena held an umbrella
to provide cover for himself and
Modi from rain.
External affairs ministry

kumar.uttam@hindustantimes.com

AP

spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said the two leaders discussed
issues of mutual interest.
“President Sirisena and I
agreed that terrorism is a joint
threat that needs collective and
focussed action. Reiterated
India’s commitment to partner
with Sri Lanka for a shared,
secure and prosperous future,”
Modi tweeted after the talks.
The Indian leader planted the
sapling of an Ashoka tree at the
President’s House.

government’s policy think tank,
will deliberate on critical issues
includingtheprevailingdrought
situation in some states and possible relief measures, as part of a
five-pointagendadrawnupforits
fifth governing council meeting
onJune15,twogovernmentfunctionariesfamiliarwiththematter
said.
Themeeting,chairedbyPrime
Minister Narendra Modi, will
include a number of chief ministers across the country, senior
Unionministers,andmembersof
thebodythatin2014replacedthe
Planning Commission. Among
the notable absentees will be
West Bengal chief minister
MamataBanerjee,wholastweek
describedthemeetingasa“fruitless” exercise.
The meeting comes at a time
when several parts of India are
battling a drought-like situation
and reeling under a severe heatwave. According to the IMD, the
country received 99mm of premonsoon rain between March 1
and May 31 - a deficiency of 25%.
IMD’s rain reports show that
AndhraPradesh,Bihar,Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Maharashtra, parts of the North-east,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Telangana are badly hit, and more
than 500 million people likely to
face the impact. The pre-monsoon rainfall in India this year is
thesecondlowestin65years,private weather forecaster Skymet
Weather said last week.
“The government is serious
aboutthesituation,andPMModi
wants states and centre to join
hands to tackle this problem,”
saidoneofthe peoplecited above
who asked not to be named.

n

Shikhar Dhawan celebrates his century against Australia at the Oval in London on Sunday.

AP

India make bold statement
in Oval win over Australia
HT@
WORLD CUP
ADITYA IYER
LONDON:On a day when the only

sprinkle of yellow shirts in the
stands, amid the ocean of blue,
were fans in Chennai Super
Kings kits, India’s opening batsmen walked out to bat. This was
the Oval cricket ground in London, but it could well have been
the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai;the11Australiansonthefield
willcertainlyvouchforthat.The
sounds, the vibrations, and most
essentially even the pitch, were
reminiscent of a groundin India.
And here, as a crisp sun shone,
the Indian top-order made runs.
Lots and lots of runs—352 of

them, India’s third highest team
score at a World Cup. Virat Kohli
(who had chosen to bat at the
toss) scored 82, his first score of
over fifty during this World Cup
tour, including the warm-up
games. Rohit Sharma looked
good for his second straight hundred when he dismissed himself
for 57. And even Hardik Pandya,
promoted to No.4 to up the run
rate, slapped the ball often into
the rapturous terraces as he
raced to a 27-ball 48.
MAN OF THE MATCH
Butthemanofthemorning—and
match—was Shikhar Dhawan, a
batting-wicket beast who often
tends to turn into a ten-headed
monster during ICC’s major
tournaments. In a match where
six batsmen across the board got
toahalf-century(andeightabove

40), Dhawan was the only centurion. In the end, Australia’s contextually narrow, 36-run loss
came down to them not having a
triple-figure individual score as
well in their side.
On Sunday, the contest was a
close one on the flattest wicket
produced by the Oval in this
World Cup. And both innings
were eerily similar, what with
the best fast bowlers in this
World Cup, Mitchell Starc and
Jasprit Bumrah, going for runs
(74 and 61, respectively) and
almost every specialist batsman
whobattedoneithersidekicking
off to a solid start.
››MORE ON P14

TODAY’S FIXTURE
South Africa vs West Indies
(Rose Bowl Cricket Ground) 3pm IST

Rafa embellishes Outrage as 3 more minor
his Paris legend: girls raped in UP, 2 in MP
12 finals, 12 titles
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR/GORAKHPUR/LUCKNOW/BHO-

Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Rafael Nadal swept to an

historic 12th Roland Garros title
and 18th Grand Slam crown on
Sunday with a 6-3, 5-7, 6-1, 6-1
victory over Austria’s Dominic
Thiem.
The 33-year-old Spaniard
becomes the first player, man or
woman, to win the same Slam 12
times after seeing off a brave
challenge from a weary Thiem
in a repeat of the 2018 final.
Nadal is now just two behind
Roger Federer’s all-time record
of 20 majors and three ahead of
Novak Djokovic who was
knocked out by Thiem in the
semi-finals.
The world number two also
took his Paris record to an
astonishing 93 wins and just two
losses having previously won
the title in 2005-2008, 2010-2014,
2017 and 2018.
“I want to say congratulations to Dominic. I feel sorry as
he deserves to win it as well,”

shortstories
GUNSHOTS FIRED
AT TV CREW’S CAR
NEW DELHI: Two journalists
working with a TV news channel
and their driver had a narrow
escape early on Sunday when two
unidentified motorcycle-borne
assailants chased and fired at
them at the Barapullah flyover in
south Delhi. Though no one was
hurt in incident, three shots were
fired at the office taxi that the
ABP News crew was travelling in
-- one got lodged in door on the
driver’s side, the second missed
its mark, and the third went
››P7
through the car window.

Kathua rape-murder
verdict likely today
PATHANKOT: The district and
session court here is likely to
pronounce its order on Monday in
a case pertaining to the rape and
murder of an eight-year-old girl in
Kathua. The eight-year-old girl,
belonging to a nomadic Muslim
tribe, was abducted, drugged,
gang-raped, tortured and killed
on January 10 last year. The trial,
which had begun in April 2018,
against seven accused, concluded
››P2
on June 3 this year.

n

Rafael Nadal after winning the
French Open on Sunday.
AP

said Nadal.
“But he has every chance in
the future. He has unbelievable
talent for the sport and I want to
encourage him for the future.
››FULL REPORT ON P15

PAL: A series of heinous crime
cases, especially those of rape,
with victims being minor girls
were reported from Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday,withthreecasescoming
fromUP,wherepeoplearestillin
shockafterthebrutalmurderofa
three-year-old in Aligarh’s Tappal village.
InthethreecasesinUttarPradesh, a 12-year-old girl was
dragged from her house and
allegedly gang-raped by six men
inKushinagardistrict,a15-yearold was allegedly raped by a
teacherinsideaseminaryinKanpur, and the unclothed body of
seven-year-old girl was found in
a field on Sunday in Jalaun.
InMadhyaPradesh,a10-yearoldgirl,whowentmissingfroma
slum in Bhopal on Saturday
night, was raped and murdered,
police said. In the second case in
MP, a 16-year-old boy was
detained for allegedly sexually
assaulting a four-year-old girl in
a village in Jabalpur district on
Sunday. InUP’sKushinagardis-

PAC AND RAF
PERSONNEL WERE
DEPLOYED TO MAINTAIN
PEACE IN TAPPAL NEAR
ALIGARH ON SUNDAY AS
TENSION CONTINUED
IN THE TOWN OVER A
THREE-YEAR-OLD GIRL’S
MURDER ON JUNE 2

trict,sixmenallegedlydraggeda
12-year-old girl out of her home
andrapedheronFridayevening,
the police said on Sunday. The
suspects were allegedly
embroiled in a dispute with the
girl’sfamilyoverconstructionof
a drain. A first information
reportwaslodgedonSunday,two
days after the incident. Four of
the six suspects have been
arrested.Twoareontherun.The
victimwasundergoingtreatment
at a hospital, police said.
Meanwhile,amadrasateacher
allegedly raped a 15-year-old
Class9studentinsideaseminary
in Kanpur on Sunday.
The alleged rapist was
arrested after the victim’s par-

ents approached the police and
lodged an FIR. The accused has
been charged under POCSO act,
apart from charges of rape, the
police said.
In Jalaun, the naked body of a
seven-year-old girl was found in
a field on Sunday, leading to suspicion about possibility of rape.
Jalaun superintendent of police
(SP) Swami Prasad said a case of
murder has been registered on
complaint ofthe girl’s father and
thebodyhadbeensentfora postmortem analysis.
In the case from Bhopal, the
body of a 10-year-old girl who
wentmissingfromaslumonSaturdaynightwasfoundinasewer
on Sunday morning hardly 20
metresawayfromherhome,said
police. According to the postmortemreport,shewasstrangulated to death after the rape, said
police. As many as seven police
personnel were suspended after
thegirl’s familycomplainedthat
thepolicedidnotactpromptlyon
their complaint.
The cases prompted SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav and Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati to
hit out at the state government.
RELATED REPORTS ››P8

Bodies of 11 Indians killed
in Dubai bus crash flown in

80 hours on,
Sunam toddler still
stuck in borewell

Agencies

SANGRUR: Rescuers are facing

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/DUBAI: The mortal
remainsofthe11Indianskilledin
a horrific road accident in Dubai
were repatriated on Sunday
while the body of a 22-year-old
IndianwascrematedinDubai,an
official said.
A total of 12 Indians were
among 17 people of various
nationalities killed in Dubai on
Thursday when a bus, filled
mostlywithEidvacationerscoming from Oman, entered a
restricted lane and rammed into
a low-clearance sign.
The repatriation of 11 Indians
wascompletewhenthelastthree
bodies were flown to Mumbai on
an Air India flight, the official
who was making arrangements
for the flights was quoted as saying by the Gulf News.
The flight departed at 3.39am
Sunday. “All mortal remains

n

A total of 12 Indians were among 17 people killed in Dubai on
Thursday when a bus, mostly with Eid vacationers coming from
PHOTO: DUBAI POLICE
Oman, rammed into a low-clearance sign.

were moved as scheduled. The
procedures were completed by
11.45pm,” he said. Meanwhile,
Roshni Moolchandani, the
youngest Indian victim killed in
thecrash,wascrematedinDubai

on Saturday at the Jebel Ali crematorium.
Herfinalriteswerecompleted
by her family who came over
from India, said a social worker,
who was assisting the family.

some technical issues as they as
are “quite close” to reaching
where two-year-old boy has been
stuck in a 150-foot-deep borewell
in Sunamsubdivision ofSangrur
district for the past three days,
officials said on Sunday.
The child, Fatehveer, fell into
the unused borewell in a field
when he was playing near his
house around 4 pm on Thursday.
The seven-inch-wide borewell
was covered with a cloth and the
boy accidentally stepped on it.
His mother tried to rescue him,
but failed, officials said.
The rescue operation has been
going on for the last 80 hours.
“We are quite close to reaching
the child. We were hoping to
complete the operation during
the day, but we are facing some
technical issues,” deputy commissioner Ganshyam Thori
said.
››FULL REPORT ON P2
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AKALI CADRES WORKED HARD AND 90% SIKH VOTES IN HARYANA WENT TO BJP.
WE HOPE TO REACH SEAT-SHARING ARRANGEMENT FOR ASSEMBLY POLLS SHORTLY.

> BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER, Rajya Sabha MP and SAD in-charge of Haryana affairs

80 hours & counting, toddler still stuck in borewell
TURNS TWO TODAY People in Sunam, who were awaiting a miracle a day ahead of Fatehveer’s birthday, dejected as rescue operations get hit by technical issues
Avtar Singh
n

HAVING REACHED A
DEPTH OF 120 FEET BY
DIGGING PARALLEL
BOREWELL, RESCUE
TEAM NOW HAS TO DIG
HORIZONTALLY FOR
ABOUT 3 FEET, WHERE
BOY IS SUSPECTED
TO BE STUCK

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR: It’s nearing 80 hours,

but the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
Sangrur administration have
failed to rescue a toddler who
has been stuck in a 150-foot-deep
borewell in Sunam subdivision
since Thursday afternoon.
His family, who were awaiting a miracle a day before his
birthday, are fast losing hope.
The boy turns two on Monday.
Throughout the day, the
administration kept assuring
people gathered at the spot in
Bhagwanpura village that the
toddler, Fatehveer Singh, would
be rescued within an hour, but
the rescue teams even failed to
trace him till late night.
To retrieve the boy, a parallel
borewell has been dug by
installing reinforced cement
concrete (RCC) pipes of nearly
36 inches in diameter. However,
as rescuers were close to reaching the child, they were facing
some technical issues. Having
reached a depth of 120 feet, they
have to dig horizontally for
about two to three feet, where
the boy is suspected to be stuck.
Meanwhile, amid shortage of
experts, the NDRF team had to
call two locals, who are engaged
by villagers to dig borewells.
The child fell into the unused
borewell in a field when he was
playing near his house around

Preneet speaks to
IAF chief about
missing airman

n

Rescue operations on at Bhagwanpura village in Sunam subdivision of Sangrur on Sunday night.

4pm on Thursday. The seveninch-wide borewell was covered
with a cloth and the boy accidentally stepped on it. His mother
tried to rescue him, but failed.

Govt employees, informers
to be rewarded for help
n

Flight lieutenant Mohit Garg,
27, of Samana was on board
missing AN-32 aircraft.

PATIALA : Former Union minister
and Patiala MP Preneet Kaur on
Sunday spoke to Indian Air Force
chief Air Marshal BS Dhanoa
regarding the rescue measures
being taken to trace the IAF plane
that went missing in Arunachal
Pradesh on June 3.
Kaur also inquired about flight
lieutenant Mohit Garg, who hails
from Samana (Patiala), and was
on board the missing plane. The
Patiala MP said the Air Marshal
had assured her that all possible
rescue measures were being
taken but the IAF had not met
with success so far.
The 27-year-old flight lieutenant is among 13 people who went
missing after the AN-32 military
transport plane went off radar on
its way to Arunachal Pradesh’s
West Siang district.
An alumnus of Nabha’s Punjab Public School, Mohit was initially trained at National Defence
Academy (NDA) Khadakwasla,
Pune, before being commissioned
as flying officer in the IAF.
The Soviet-made Antonov-32
plane carrying 13 people, including an eight-man crew, took off
from Jorhat in Assam at 12.27pm.
It was on its way to an advanced
landing ground at Mechuka in
West Siang district, about 15 km
from the Line of Actual Control,
the disputed border with China. It
last contacted ground control at
HTC
1 pm on June 3.

these will be overcome,” Sangrur deputy commissioner
Ganshyam Thori said in the
evening.
No food could be provided to

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

the child, who has been unconscious after he fell into the borewell, Thori said, adding that
oxygen was being supplied to
him.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab Police on
Sunday announced a reward
policy for government employees and informers aiding the
state government in its fight
against drugs.
Now, they will be rewarded
not only for seizure of drugs but
also for conducting successful
investigations in prosecution
relating to narcotics in Punjab.
The policy was announced on
directives of chief minister
Amarinder Singh under the
Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act
of 1985.
The chief minister, at a recent
review meeting, directed the
police department to draft a
comprehensive policy to facilitate granting of cash rewards in
an equitable and transparent
manner to all those engaged in
eradication of drug abuse, said a
government spokesperson.

STF HEAD HAS BEEN
MANDATED TO CONFIRM
REWARDS UP TO
₹60,000, WHILE FOR
AMOUNTS ABOVE THAT
PUNJAB DGP WILL BE
THE FINAL AUTHORITY
CM MONITORING
THE CAMPAIGN
Eradication of drug menace was
a major poll promise of the Congress ahead of the 2017 assembly
elections in Punjab. The CM is
himself monitoring the state
government’s campaign against
drugs.
Under the policy, informers
whose information leads to seizure of narcotics, psychotropic
substances and controlled substances besides the forfeiture of
illegally acquired property of
drug traffickers would be
rewarded.

Both central and the state
government officials who
make seizures or conduct successful investigations or ensure
successful prosecution or
achieve successful forfeiture of
illegally acquired property
would also be considered for the
reward, according to the new
policy.
A three-member committee
in each district and state department will be examining the
cases based on the prescribed
guidelines and make recommendations to the additional
director general of police
(ADGP) rank officer who heads
the special task force (STF)
against drugs.
The recommendations will be
scrutinised by a committee of
officers at the STF headquarters. The ADGP has been mandated to confirm rewards up to
₹60,000, while for all amounts
above that the Punjab DGP
would be the final authority,
said the spokesperson.

LIFTING SPIRITS
MERCURY METER

n

Woman neighbour thrashes DSP in Jalandhar
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR:A deputy superintend-

ent of police (DSP) posted with the
Punjab Armed Police (PAP) was
allegedly beaten up by a woman
neighbour after he reportedly
attacked her husband at Rail
Bihar Colony near PAP Chowk
here on Saturday night.
The reason behind the scuffle
is not clear, though police
claimed the two parties had an
altercation earlier too, after
which they reached a compromise.
Harishchandra, who is a

›

The two sides had a scuffle earlier too, after which
they reached a compromise. A case will be
registered after thorough investigation and recording
statements of all those concerned.
SUKHJIT SINGH, SHO, Rama Mandi, Jalandhar

priest, told police that DSP Manish Kumar reached his house at
night and started threatening his
family. The DSP was in civil
clothes and using his private
vehicle, said police.
“He pointed his gun at me and
hit me with his baton and tried to

enter the house. In self defence,
my wife too hit him,” said the
priest in his complaint.
CROSS COMPLAINTS
Rama Mandi station house officer
(SHO) Sukhjit Singh said after
getting information about the

scuffle, a police team rushed
to the spot and launched investigation.
“Both the DSP and his neighbour were hurt in the scuffle. The
DSP sustained injuries on his
head and is undergoing treatment at a government hospital,”
said the SHO.
Both sides have submitted
cross complaints.
“The two had a scuffle earlier
too, after which they reached a
compromise. A case will be registered after thorough investigation and recording statements of
all those concerned,” said
the SHO.

Visually challenged Tiffany Brar has a big vision
Indo Asian News Services

SHE HAS MADE LIVES
OF HUNDREDS OF
VISUALLY CHALLENGED
MORE MEANINGFUL
BY TRAINING THEM
FOR DIFFERENT JOBS

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: In a
world where visually
impaired people are considered dependent on others,
Tiffany Brar, 30, who lost her
sight at birth, leads by example. She has made the lives of
hundreds of visually challenged people more meaningful by training them for jobs.
Driven to empower visually challenged people, Kerala-based Brar started a nonprofit organisation Jyothirgamaya Foundation
(Sanskrit for ‘leading to
light’), which started a
mobile blind school in 2012.
The disability rights activist
says there are about 4,00,000
visually challenged people in
Kerala, who, through proper
interventions, can be
empowered to make their
own living.

ple through camps and 1,100
through a residential
empowerment programme.

n

President Ram Nath Kovind felicitating Tiffany Brar during the
National Award for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
event in 2017. Brar, 30, lost her sight at birth. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

“There is no need to segregate visually challenged people, when it comes to jobs.
They can do most jobs others
can. What is needed is a

training in soft skills and
computers which increases
their chances of employability,” Brar said. Her organisation has trained over 200 peo-

PERSEVERANCE PAYS
Brar, whose own life is
defined by perseverance and
extraordinary courage, lost
her sight at birth due to overdose of oxygen. She was born
in Chennai, where her
father, an army officer from
Punjab, was posted. Her
father’s posting took her to
Britain, where she began her
schooling, but at the tender
age of 12, she lost her mother.
She later studied in Kerala
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vide the best medical assistance
to Fatehvir whenever he is
taken out of the borewell. He
said an ambulance equipped
with a ventilator has also been
stationed at the site.
On Saturday morning, officials, who were monitoring the
boy’s condition through camera, had said some movements
of the child were noticed. Thori,
who is supervising the rescue
operation, described it as the
“rarest of the rare”, and said it
was quite challenging as there
were a lot of technicalities
involved.
The incident has again
brought to fore the dangers
posed by uncovered borewells,
which have turned into death
traps for children. In March, an
18-month-old boy was rescued
from a borewell in Haryana’s
Hisar district, two days after he
had fallen into it. In 2006, fiveyear-old Prince had made
national headlines as people
stayed glued to their televisions
watching the live coverage of
his rescue operations after he
fell into a borewell in a village in
Kurukshetra. He was pulled out
safely nearly 48 hours later.
State minister Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa said the government must frame a law and
book the borewell owners for
murder charge if any child falls
into a borewell, which has been
left open.
(with inputs from PTI)

FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS

HT Correspondent

n

“We are quite close to reaching
the child. We were hoping to
complete the operation during
the day, but we are facing some
technical issues and hopefully

QUESTIONS RAISED
OVER LACK OF MODERN
TECH FOR RESCUE
Punjab education and PWD
minister Vijay Inder Singla,
who has been camping at the
site, claimed the rescue teams
tried all methods, but eventually chose to dig manually as it
was the “last and perfect”
method available.
“The digging is being carried
out by locals. It is a slow process,” said Singla, adding that
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh has called him up
multiple times to get updates
about the rescue operations.
Meanwhile, followers of Sirsa-based Dera Sacha Sauda
turned up in huge numbers to
help with the digging work. Residents from neighbouring villages too turned up to serve langar
prepared in the village gurdwaras. Youths of various social
organisations were seen serving

tea and water to the rescue
teams and those gathered there.
“We are taking help of many
social organisations besides the
NDRF team,” said Singla.
However, the Opposition cornered the government over the
issue. Leader of opposition Harpal Singh Cheema alleged the
state government failed to
ensure safe recovery of the
child.
“The rescue operation is
being run with traditional
methods by locals. Captain
Amarinder Singh’s government
has failed. Though local Congress leaders had arrived, the
minister concerned and technical experts are missing,” he
alleged.
Earlier, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
chief Gobind Singh Longowal
also inspected the rescue operations and raised concern over
“slow working” of the rescue
teams. “When the world is using
high-tech ways in such situations, why has the administration failed to do so here?”
Giving details of the operation, Thori said the NDRF personnel had managed to clamp
both the hands of the child in the
early phase of the rescue operation on Thursday, but given the
peculiar position where he is
stuck, they could not risk pulling him as he could be harmed.
Thori said a team of doctors
are stationed at the site to pro-

and Darjeeling. Despite little
specialised training for visually challenged, she passed
12th class with flying colours, finished college and
took up work.
She then did B.Ed. in special education (visual
impairment) from Coimbatore. Since the setting up of
Jyothirgamaya, Brar has
travelled quite a bit — not
just within the country but
across the world.
Several awards have come
her way. In November, she
won the 19th National Centre
for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People
(NCPEDP)’s Mindtree Helen
Keller Award. In 2017, she
received the National Award
for being the ‘best role model’
from the President.
“I have a long way to go
and am determined to
empower the visually challenged,” said Brar.
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Verdict today,
security beefed
up in Pathankot
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATHANKOT : With the verdict in

the Kathua rape and murder case
to be delivered on Monday, tight
security has been put in place
near the district and sessions
court in Pathankot. The incident,
wherein an 8-year-old girl from
the Bakarwal community in
Kathua (J&K) was kidnapped on
January 10, 2018, and later raped
and killed after four days in captivity, had shaken the nation and
courted controversy.
District and sessions judge,
Tejwinder Singh, is hearing the
case after it was transferred from
Kathua, on the direction of the
apex court, after a request from
the victim’s family on May 7,
2018.The accused, if convicted,
face minimum life imprisonment
and maximum death penalty.
SSP Pathankot Vivek Sheel
Soni said a three-tier security
force was deployed in the city,
especially around the court
where the case was being heard
on a day-to-day basis for an
in-camera trial. Keeping security
in mind, the accused, who had to
come daily from Kathua to
Pathankot, were later shifted in
Gurdasur central jail. It is learnt
that the accused will be brought
to Pathankot at 11 am for the
hearing.
After a chargesheet filed by
J&K police crime branch on April
9 last year, eight persons,
included those who helped the

8-YEAR-OLD GIRL FROM
BAKARWAL COMMUNITY
IN J&K’S KATHUA WAS
KIDNAPPED ON JANUARY
10, 2018, RAPED IN
CAPTIVITY FOR FOUR
DAYS AND LATER KILLED
accused in trying to omit proof,
were held and booked under
Sections 302, 376, 201 and 120 B of
the IPC.
The accused included village
head Sanji Ram, his son Vishal,
juvenile nephew and his friend
Anand Dutta, and two special
police officers Deepak Khajuria
and Surender Verma. Head constable Tilak Raj and sub-inspector Anand Dutta, who allegedly
took ₹4 lakh from Sanji Ram and
destroyed crucial evidence, were
also arrested. Charges of rape and
murder were framed by the district and sessions judge against
seven out of the eight accused.
The rape and murder of the
minor had grabbed attention
internationally and prompted
UN secretary general Antonio
Guterres to describe it as horrific.
The then chief minister of J&K
Mehbooba Mufti had not agreed
to hand over the case to CBI, but
had demanded stern punishment
for the accused. A protest by
Hindu outfits against the arrests
had drawn huge criticism.
(with inputs from PTI)

GOVT TO BRING
1,000 ACRES
UNDER MICRO
IRRIGATION
Indo Asian News Service
n

letterschad@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Aiming at sustaina-

ble water management, the Punjab government, on Sunday,
announced it would promote
micro irrigation of maize on 1,000
acres this season.
For 2019, the government has
set a target of irrigating 1.5 lakh
hectares. Of this, micro irrigation of maize crop in 1,000 acres
will be undertaken. While 900
acres will be irrigated with a surface-based drip system, the
remaining will have a sub-surface-based drip system, director
Tandrust Punjab Mission KS
Pannu said. Four micro irrigation companies will take up drip
irrigation projects for maize in 10
acres each, he added.
Principal chief conservator of
soil, Dharminder Kumar said
drip irrigation will help conserve water and increase yield.
The department is ready to
launch it on a large scale.
Experts from Punjab Agricultural University said they had
conducted sub-surface drip irrigation experiments during the
maize-wheat-moong cycle and it
should be promoted on a mass
scale.
The companies also urged
reducing the 12 per cent goods
and services tax (GST) on microirrigation to zero. Earlier, a pilot
micro irrigation project was conducted for cotton by the Soil Conservation Department. Under
the project, 200 acres of cotton
crop was brought under the drip
irrigation system.
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REGIONALBUZZ
NAVJOT KAUR’S ‘EXERCISE
IN POLITICS’

Navjot Kaur Sidhu, wife of Punjab
minister Navjot Singh Sidhu, at an
HT PHOTO
open-air gym in Amritsar.

After chief minister Amarinder Singh
publicly criticised Navjot Singh Sidhu for
his “inept” handling of local bodies
department, the minister’s wife, Navjot
Kaur Sidhu, made an early morning
visit to Amritsar’s historical Ram Bagh
Gardens with mediapersons in tow.
Though she stays in the city, Navjot Kaur
has been rarely seen in the sprawling garden that comes under the department’s
jurisdiction. She chatted with morning
walkers, but had to face their wrath over
poor maintenance of the garden. She then
exercised at the open-air gym with photographers taking pictures. An exercise
in politics, shall we say?

KHAIRA & HIS DANGLING CARROTS
Punjab Democratic Alliance chief
Sukhpal Singh Khaira and his partners are scenting an opportunity in
local bodies minister Navjot Singh
Sidhu’s rift with his boss, chief minister
Capt Amarinder Singh. Khaira and Lok
Insaaf Party (LIP) chief Simarjeet Singh
Bains have repeatedly invited him to
quit the Congress and join the PDA.
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KEEPING TABS ON POWER POLITICS IN PUNJAB, HARYANA, HIMACHAL PRADESH AND JAMMU& KASHMIR
“Twaanu 2022 da
CM candidate
declare karange
and aur daure
shuru kar deange
(We will declare
you as our CM
candidate for 2022
and start touring
the state),” Bains
n Sukhpal Khaira
said, dangling a
carrot before the
cricketer-turned-politician. Sidhu had
been taking subtle digs at Amarinder
for some time and the CM hit back last
month by accusing him of eyeing the
CM’s chair. The PDA leader’s offer
shows that Amarinder isn’t only one
feeling this way. With friends like these,
who needs enemies?

Kaurtoon

DALJEET KAUR SANDHU

A video clip of
Union food processing industries
minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal’s
telephonic conversation went
viral on the social
media last week.
In the video, Harsn Harsimrat Kaur
imrat, MP from
Bathinda, is heard
Badal
complaining to a
district official about the poor condition
of roads in her constituency. “There is a
big toa (pothole) in sadak,” she tells him.
The video became a subject of laughter.
When she was asked about it at a press
conference later, the minister said she
was explaining the situation to deputy
commissioner. “I was just telling him to
get the roads repaired as potholes were
causing accidents. Being from south
India, he was responding in English,” she
replied with a laugh. But, a scribe wondered if she was able to communicate the
message effectively to the official.

SWEATING IT OUT
AT CONG PRESSER
Recently, what nudged scribes to cover

replaced with glass bottles a few weeks
ago to protect the environment,” said
one of his aides. If you take care of the
small things, the big things take care of
themselves, goes the dictum.

JAI RAM’S FIRST FOREIGN TOUR
Unlike their
counterparts in
other states, the
chief ministers of
Himachal Pradesh have not
been known to
travel abroad
often to woo foreign investors.
n Jai Ram Thakur
The present
incumbent,
Jai Ram Thakur, embarked on his
maiden foreign visit to the Netherlands
and Germany on Friday to attract investors to real estate and tourism sectors. A
global investors’ meet has been planned
at Dharamshala in September with a
target to raise investments worth Rs
80,000.”I am a village man who is going
on a foreign tour for the first time. I am
not going abroad just the sake of it, but
to get some investment,” he said before
boarding the flight.

HARSIMRAT’S ‘TOA &
SADAK’ STORY
n

punjab

BRAGTA’S BLOOMER

Haryana Congress chief Ashok
Tanwar’s press
conference at
Chandigarh was
that it was his first
media interaction
after the party suffered a numbing
blow in the Lok
n Ashok Tanwar
Sabha elections.
The sun was
blazing and the reporters were ushered
into the makeshift news conference
hall of the party office where only three
wall fans were in working order. The
air-conditioners were lifeless and the
room was packed to capacity. When the

sulking and sweating scribes pointed
out, Tanwar nonchalantly responded,
“Congress garib party hai.” The message
was loud and clear.

SELFIE-SEEKERS GET A STICK
The selfie business can be irritating.
And even the publicity savvy politicians
often take umbrage to it. Last week,
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar rebuked a party worker who
tried to get Khattar in the frame for a
selfie. Earlier this year, one saw Congress leader Randeep Singh Surjewala
confiscating the smartphones of party
workers who tried to pose for a selfie
with him during the Jind by election
campaign. On both occasions, the party

workers were snubbed.

KHATTAR’S GREEN STEP
Chief minister
Manohar Lal
Khattar has
stopped use of
plastic mineral
water bottles in
the chief minister’s office. His
aides and officers
use glass bottles
n Manohar Lal
filled with filtered
water instead,
Khattar
and the trend
appears to be catching on in the civil
secretariat. “The CM got plastic bottles

To err, they say, is human, but it can get
really embarrassing sometimes.
Former horticulture minister Narendra
Bragta, who is also the BJP’s chief whip
in the state assembly, reached chief
minister Jai Ram Thakur’s residence
with traditional folk musicians the
other day to express gratitude for granting tehsil status to Tikkar region of his
Jubbal-Kotkhai assembly segment.
Those present danced to the tunes of traditional pahari “naati”. Later, Bragta
erred during his speech, addressing
Thakur as “Yashawi Mukhyamantri”
(popular chief minister) Prem Kumar
Kumar Dhumal. He did this repeatedly
till one of his supporters corrected him.
CONTRIBUTED BY SURJIT SINGH,
NAVNEET SHARMA, VISHAL JOSHI,
PAWAN SHARMA, HITENDER RAO
AND GAURAV BISHT

teen stabs 27-year-old
Patiala, Amritsar medical colleges Ludhiana
to death for tossing his turban
to retain 200 MBBS seats each
MCI GRANTS APPROVAL In March, the Medical Council of India had warned state govt that it will
decrease seats in these colleges to 150 each after it found shortage of teaching faculty on their rolls

›

Navrajdeep Singh
n

The MCI has been
informed that the
government has promoted
41 PCMS doctors to
the post of assistant
professor, while
interviews for direct
recruitment are underway.

navrajdeep.singh@ hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : The Medical Council of
India (MCI) has given approval
to government medical colleges
in Patiala and Amritsar to continue with 200 seats each in
MBBS course in this academic
session.
Earlier in March, the MCI
had warned the state government that it will decrease the
seats in these colleges to 150
each after it found shortage of
teaching faculty on their rolls
and gave them to months to hire
the required staff.
An MCI team had visited both
these colleges in February this
year for considering the
renewal of 200 seats each. In
2014, both these colleges were
first granted permission to add
50 seats each to their MBBS
courses, which then had 150
seats each.

DR KK AGGARWAL, principal,
Patiala medical college
n

MCI had reported shortage of
faculty — 23% in Patiala
medical college (above) and
16% in Amritsar college. HT FILE

In its assessment report in
March, the MCI reported shortage of teaching faculty—23% in
Patiala college and 16% in
Amritsar. In March, the MCI
had given two months to the

state government for hiring faculty for both theses colleges, following which the government
initiated the recruitment process.
The government later sought
special permission from the
Election Commission for
recruitment process as the
model code of conduct for the

Lok Sabha elections was in
place then.
Patiala medical college principal Dr KK Aggarwal said an
undertaking was submitted by
additional chief secretary (medical education and research)
Satish Chandra to the MCI in
this regard on May 28.
“A team, including principals
of both government colleges, led
by the additional chief secretary
met MCI officials last week and
submitted in writing about the
ongoing recruitment process,”
Dr Aggarwal said.
He added that the MCI has
been informed that the government has promoted 41 Punjab
Civil Medical Services (PCMS)
doctors to the post of assistant
professor, while interviews for
the recruitment under the
direct quota are underway.
The MCI’s Board of Governors (BoG) has now granted
approval to the two colleges to

retain 200 seats each after consideration of the compliance
verification report.
Meanwhile, in its communique to both the principals, the
MCI on Saturday stated that the
permission for 200 seats each is
valid for 2019-20 academic year
only.
The communique said for
admission in the next academic
year, these colleges will have to
take fresh permission from
MCI board of governers
The MCI also directed that
the government medical colleges shall contribute 15% of
MBBS seats for which the
renewal permission is granted
for all-India quota.
“Admissions made in violation of the above condition will
be treated as irregular and
action will be initiated under
Indian Medical Council Act and
regulations made thereunder,”
the MCI stated.

LUDHIANA : A 19-year-old baptised
Sikh stabbed a 27-year-old man
to death with his ‘kirpan’ on Saturday night at Indira colony of
Mullanpur Dakha of Ludhiana,
after the victim allegedly flung
off his turban over some issue,
which is not known yet.
The victim was rushed to civil
hospital Ludhiana where he

died on Sunday.
The victim, Sandeep alias
Gaggu of Indira Colony, was a
truck driver. The accused Mani
Singh alias Bheem, who resides
in the same locality, has been
arrested. Victim’s father Inderjit
Singh said locals informed him
about the incident following
which he rushed Sandeep to gov-

ernment hospital Mullanpur,
from where he was referred to
civil hospital Ludhiana.
Dakha DSP Gurbans Singh
Bains said, “Sandeep allegedly
flung off Mani Singh’s turban. In
a fit of rage Mani stabbed him
with his kirpan.” The police registered a case against Mani Singh
under Section 302 of IPC. HTC

24-yr-old woman
commits suicide,
husband booked
AMRITSAR : A 24-year-old woman
committed suicide by hanging
herself from a ceiling fan at her
in-laws’ house in Sultanwind
area here, police said on Sunday.
Police booked victim Harmanpreet Kaur’s husband Lovejit
Singh, who works as an
embroider, father-in-law Baljit
Singh and brother in-law Sarabjit Singh for dowry death and
abetment of suicide. The case
was registered on the complaint
of victim’s mother Ranjit Kaur of
Ramuwala village.
HTC

KEEPING IT SAFE

n

A farmer spraying pesticide on paddy seedlings at a nursery in Kapoor village on the outskirts of Jalandhar on Sunday. The sowing
season for the crop will start on June 13.
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT

Area under cotton cultivation rises in Mansa
Ravinder Singh
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MANSA: With the cotton sowing
season coming to almost end,
the area under cotton cultivation in Mansa jumped from
54,585 hectares in 2018 to 77,845
hectares till date, said district
agriculture officer Gurmail
Singh.
As per the agriculture department, the district, for the first
time in five years, witnessed an
increase in the area under cotton cultivation.

AREA UNDER CROP IN
THE DISTRICT HAS
JUMPED FROM 54,585
HECTARES IN 2018
TO 77,845 HECTARES
SO FAR THIS YEAR
The total land under cultivation in the district is 1,93,000
hectares and the count of the
area under cotton during last
year has seen an increase from
28% in 2018 to 40% in 2019.

The agriculture department
has been expecting a target of
over 80,000 hectare by the end of
June.
“The cotton sowing period is
about to end. By the end of the
season, we are expecting the
area under cultivation to be
over 80,000 hectares in the district. For better yield, the
department has given cobalt
chloride to farmers to mix it into
water as cotton plants go dry
after heavy rains, which
destroys hectares of crop, said
Gurmail Singh.

He added that last year, the
cotton price fluctuated between
₹4,700 to ₹ 6,200 per quintal.”
However, progressive purchase of cotton from district
farmers by Cotton Corporation
of India (CCI) remained zero last
year, he said.
“While the purchase of cotton
by the Cotton Corporation of
India remained zero, the progressive purchase by private
cotton factories in 2018-19 was
6.9 lakh quintial,” said Jaspal
Singh, zila mandi officer (district grain market officer)
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LOK SABHA POLLS WERE FOUGHT ON FAKE NATIONALISM.
STATE ELECTIONS WILL BE ON LOCAL ISSUES.

> BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA, former Haryana CM

14 die daily in accidents on
Haryana roads, shows data

BJP sets ‘Mission-75’ for
Haryana assembly polls

ALARMING 1,671 people have died and 3,121 injured in mishaps that took place between January and April this year

ter Manohar Lal Khattar on Sunday said the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) set the target of winning 75 out of total 90 assembly
seats in the upcoming state Vidhan Sabha elections slated to be
held by October this year.
The chief minister was in New
Delhi to attend a meeting that
BJP president and Union home
minister Amit Shah chaired to
discuss preparation of the party
for the assembly elections.
Khattar told reporters that the
BJP has set the target to win 75
assembly constituencies out of
the total 90 in the state. “To
achieve the Mission-75, work will
be done in a prescribed schedule,” he added.
In the Lok Sabha elections, the
BJP won all the 10 Lok Sabha
seats in Haryana with massive
margins.
Khattar said Amit Shah will be
in Rohtak on June 21 on the occasion of International Yoga Day in
which 21,000 people are likely to
participate.
He said students, different
organisations of Arya Samaj and
yoga campaigners will be among
the participants. He said programmes will also be organised
across the assembly constituencies in which Haryana’s ministers, MLAs, MPs and other officebearers will remain present.
Others present in the meeting
included finance minister Capt
Abhimanyu and BJP state presi-

Neeraj Mohan
n

have also added to the reasons
behind road accidents. Trucks,
goods carriers and tractors have
caused about 40% of the accidents
in the state, it has been stated in
the report.
“But, we are making efforts
with the help of several government departments and have succeeded in minimising the number
of accidents and deaths,” she
added. Last year, the traffic and
highways wing of the Haryana
Police had identified 179 accidentprone areas in the state, including 41 that come under the jurisdiction of the NHAI.
The IGP said the number of
accident-prone areas keep on
changing. “We are taking measures to aware people about these
spots,” she added.

neeraj.mohan@htlive.com

KARNAL: At least 14 people are
killed and 30 sustain injuries in
accidents everyday on the roads
of Haryana, reveals traffic police
data.
It shows that as many as 1,671
people have died and 3,121 hurt in
road accidents that took place in
the state between January and
April this year.
However, the number of accidents has declined in 2019 as compared to the previous year. The
current year figure is 3,672,
whereas 3,964 accidents were
reported during the same period
in 2018.
Haryana IGP Rajshree Singh
claimed that the death rate in
road accidents has gone 6% down
during this period as the state had
witnessed 1,791 deaths last year.
“The number of road accidents
and those injured in them has
also dropped,” she added.
As per the previous years’
data, 5,118 people were killed and
more than one lakh wounded in
11,238 road accidents in Haryana
in 2018; 5,120 had died and 10,339
injured in 11,258 accidents in 2017
and 5,024 deaths were reported in
mishaps in 2016.

KILLER STRETCHES
According to traffic police

shortstories
KARNAL COP HELD
FOR CHEATING
KARNAL: A constable of Karnal
police was arrested for allegedly
cheating an aspirant of a Group-D
post of the Haryana Staff Selection Commission. The accused has
been identified Satish Kumar.
Official spokesperson of Karnal
police said the victim, a resident
of Karnal district, had filed a
complaint with the Karnal
SP Surender Singh Bhoria alleging
the accused had taken ₹2 lakh
from him and promised appointHTC
ment to group-D posts.”

Body of 17-year-old girl
found in Fatehabad canal
FATEHABAD: The body of a
17-year-old girl with injuries on
head was found floating in a canal
in Ratia area of the district. Police
said the girl, identified as the
resident of Tohana city, had gone
for a walk on Friday evening but
did not return home. A case under
Section 365 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) has been registered
against unidentified persons
based on her father’s statement.
At the complaint of her father, a
case of abduction was registered
at Tohana Police station after her
disappearance. “We got information about the body of a girl in a
minor canal in Ratia Kheda. She
had gone somewhere in the
night,” said deputy superintendent of police Dharmvir Punia. ANI

Sonepat gangster held for
killing rival gang member
NEW DELHI: A 45-year-old alleged
gangster was arrested from
Delhi’s RK Puram area for allegedly killing a member of his rival
gang, police said. The accused has
been identified as Ravinder
Badwasni, a resident of Sonepat
in Haryana. He was carrying a
reward of ₹50,000 on information
leading to his arrest declared by
Haryana Police, they said.“He was
arrested from RK Puram area on
Thursday after police got a
tip-off,” Pramod Singh Kushwah,
deputy commissioner of police
PTI
(special cell), said.

n

Gurugram tops the districts in Haryana with the highest number of fatalities in road accidents, followed
HT FILE PHOTO
by Sonepat, Karnal and Yamunanagar.

reports, the stretch of National
Highway (NH) 44 between Panipat and Ambala is the most vulnerable as it has claimed the lives
of at least 100 people in a year,
besides NH-10 (Delhi to Fatehabad), NH-48 (Gurugram to
Bawal), NH-709 (Murthal to
Loharu), NH-344 ( SaharanpurKurukshetra) and Karnal to
Ladwa Atta-Bilaspur road.

Gurugram, it has been learnt,
tops the districts in Haryana with
the highest number of fatalities in
road accidents, followed by Sonepat, Karnal and Yamunanagar.
About 50% fatal accidents took
place on state highways, while
35% occurred on the national
highways, mentions a previous
report of the traffic police.
On key factors that cause most

Make details of job
tests public, Surjewala
tells Khattar govt
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

of the accidents, IGP Rajshree
Singh said, “Highways, either
state or national, with multiple
lanes witness maximum number
of mishaps as driving in wrong
lanes, violating traffic rules and
cruising above speed limit is a
common sight there.”
Loading vehicles beyond permissible limits, driving under
influence and wrong parking

Randeep Singh Surjewala

IF THE GOVERNMENT
CLAIMS TO BE HONEST
AND TRANSPARENT IN
SELECTIONS, IT SHOULD
FOLLOW HIGH COURT
DIRECTIONS, SAYS THE
CONGRESS LEADER
seven months?” he questioned.
Referring to the observations
of the high court, the former
minister said the Punjab and
Haryana High Court had in its
written order on January 23,
2019 said that considering the
magnitude of the scam and the
fact that the police appeared to
having not carried out the
investigations in an impartial
manner and attempt had been
made to protect some functionaries of the Commission, let the
standing counsel of CBI be notified for the next date and the
state counsel also prepare for
arguments on why further
investigation be not referred to
CBI.
However, the state government avoided the CBI probe by
giving an undertaking, which
clearly exposed the motive and
intent of the government, Surjewala said.

Union home minister and BJP national chief Amit Shah with
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar and other party
ANI PHOTO
leaders during a meeting in New Delhi on Sunday.

AMIT SHAH WILL BE IN
ROHTAK ON JUNE 21
FOR INTERNATIONAL
YOGA DAY IN WHICH
21,000 PEOPLE ARE
LIKELY TO PARTICIPATE
dent Subhash Barala. Addressing
party workers in Faridabad earlier in the day, Khattar applauded
people of Faridabad for “creating
a record of sorts” by ensuring victory of BJP candidate Krishan Pal
with 6.38 lakh votes.
He said the BJP government
fulfilled the responsibility to
meet the hopes and aspirations of
the people. He said the state government developed all the
regions, sections and castes
equally and fulfilled the ‘Haryana

Ek-Haryanvi Ek’ resolve. “We
opened the doors of jobs on merit
basis for the youth of the state.
Applications will soon be invited
to recruit 6,500 more constables
in the police,” Khattar said.
KHATTAR MEETS IRANI
Union minister Smriti Irani on
Sunday held a meeting with Khattar on the issues related to women
welfare in the state.
Khattar told the media, “After
taking the charge as the women
and child development minister,
her first meeting today took place
with the Haryana government.”
Irani appreciated the state’s
efforts in the field of women education and said, “Some key decisions were taken and directives
issued regarding the welfare of
women and children in Haryana.”

CHANDIGARH: The Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) is seeking to
contest 15 of the 90 assembly
seats in Haryana in alliance with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the coming state elections.
The assembly polls are due in
Haryana in October this year.
“We have asked our party
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
to take up the matter with the
BJP so that we start working on
the ground,” said Sharanjeet
Singh Sotha, SAD’s Haryana
unit president.
Talking to HT, Haryana BJP
president Subhash Barala said,
“The BJP will take up the matter
(with SAD) at an appropriate
time.”
However, the Akali Dal has
already started counting its
strengths in the state, claiming
that around 30 assembly seats
have sizeable Sikh population —
from 45,000 to 65,000.
The SAD and the BJP have
been in alliance in Punjab since
the days of the Jan Sangh, the
saffron party’s parent outfit.
However, it would be for the first
time that the two parties will be
joining hands in Haryana, if the
alliance works out.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

electrocution after coming in
contact with an overhead live
wire when he was trying to take a
selfie while perched atop a goods
train near the railways workshop
in Yamunanagar on Sunday
morning, government railway
police (GRP) said.
The deceased has been identified as Sonu, a resident of Shiv
Colony in Farakpur area.
As per the GRP, the incident
occurred when the Class-9 student climbed atop a stationed
goods train to take a selfie around
7am. As soon as he raised his
hand to click a photo, he came in
contact with a high-voltage wire
and died on the spot, they added.
It has been learnt that Sonu
and his cousin Deepak, who had
come from Punjab to spend summer vacation in Yamunanagar,
went to the railways workshop to
click photographs.
“I tried to stop Sonu when he
was climbing atop the train, but
he did not listen. He raised his
hand to take a selfie and came in
contact with an electric wire. I
saw his entire body catching
fire,” Deepak told the GRP.
Yamunanagar GRP SHO
Suresh Kumar said Sonu’s body
was handed over to his family
after conducting autopsy. “We
have not received any complaint
HTC
so far,” he said.

HAD GONE TO RAILWAYS
WORKSHOP IN
YAMUNANAGAR ALONG
WITH HIS COUSIN

The recently floated Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP), an offset of the
Indian National Lok Dal, has been
allotted ‘key’ as its poll symbol by
the Election Commission of India.
Before Lok Sabha polls, the JJP
was given ‘chappal’ (slipper) as its
symbol, but it lost it as the party
failed to get the required vote
share.
JJP’s media coordinator, Deepkamal Saharan, said the party had
applied for a new symbol on May
24, a day after the results of the
general polls were announced.
“We had given five options, and
the symbol of ‘key’ was on the
top of the list, hence the ECI
allotted the ‘key’ symbol to the
party,” he added.

Jannayak Janata Party leader Dushyant Chautala showing cutouts of 'key', his party’s new election
symbol, at a meeting in Rohtak on Sunday.
MANOJ DHAKA/HT

n

HT Correspondent

JJP’S NEW ELECTION SYMBOL IS ‘KEY’

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Haryana chief minis-

In Haryana, SAD seeks alliance
with BJP, wants 15 assembly seats

AMBALA:A 15-year-old boy died of

n

n

POWER SHOCK:
SELFIE ATOP
TRAIN COSTS
BOY HIS LIFE
n

CHANDIGARH: Former Haryana
minister and senior Congress
leader Randeep Singh Surjewala on Sunday demanded that
the detailed marks of written
examinations and interviews
conducted for all government
recruitments in Haryana during the last five years be made
public.
In a statement, Surjewala,
who is also the media in-charge
of the All India Congress Committee (AICC), said it was a matter of grave concern that the
Manohar Lal Khattar government was not following May2014 directions of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court as per
which, the state government
was ordered to upload the
details of written examinations
and interviews for all the
recruitments. “If the government claims to be honest and
transparent in selections, it
should follow the HC directions,” he said.
“The uploading of details will
expose the fake claims of the
Khattar government with
regards to fair recruitments,”
Surjewala said.
Accusing the state government of interfering in investigations and trying to save “highlyplaced real culprits” in the Haryana
Staff
Selection
Commission’s (HSSC) cash-forjob scam, Surjewala said the
state government was on
December 4, 2018 ordered by the
Panchkula district court to complete the inquiry within two
months. “Why is the investigation being kept pending on one
pretext or the other for the last

10.06 LAKH VEHICLES
CHALLANED IN FOUR
MONTHS
The police have challaned as
many as 10.06 lakh vehicles in the
state and earned revenue of ₹22.84
crore during these four months
for blatant violations of traffic
rules. The IGP said an awareness
campaign was launched in the
state to apprise people of traffic
rules. “It helped in bringing the
number of road accidents down.
A team has been set up to monitor
the violation of traffic rules and
police help booths,” she added.

HT Correspondent

The official announcement of the
new symbol was made by
Dushyant Chautala at a JJP’s
national executive meeting in
Rohtak on Sunday. Dushyant
Chautala had earlier termed
‘chappal’ a ‘khadaaun’ of former
deputy PM Devi Lal, his great
HTC
grandfather.

Gurpreet Singh Nibber
n
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›

We have asked party
president Sukhbir
Badal to take up the
matter with the BJP

›

The BJP will take up
the matter (with
Shiromani Akali Dal) at
an appropriate time.

SHARANJEET SINGH SOTHA,
SAD Haryana president

SUBHASH BARALA,
Haryana BJP president

Despite being the BJP ally in
Punjab, the SAD had been contesting polls in Haryana in alliance with the Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD), headed by Om
Prakash Chautala. But the INLD
severed its ties with SAD in 2014
when the latter opposed the construction of the Sutlej-Yamuna
link (SYL) canal, which was to
carry the river water from Punjab to Haryana.
In Punjab, BJP contests on 23
of 117 assembly seats and after
the party’s good show in the Lok

Sabha polls, it is now demanding
more assembly seats for state
polls due in 2022.
Sotha said that in Haryana,
Sikhs are in minority and they
want due representation in the
state. “We have met a large number of Sikhs and they are enthusiastic about our party.”
Speaking about SAD’s
strength in Haryana, Sotha said
there are five assembly seats in
Sirsa, four in Fatehabad, and two
each in Kurukshetra, Karnal
and Ambala, where Sikhs have a

sizeable population and the
Akali Dal can make an impact.
He added Dabwali, Kalanwali,
Rania, Ratia, Tohana, Guhla,
Pehowa, Sadhaura, Assand,
Shahbad and Ladwa have strong
Sikh presence.
There are eleven Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) constituencies in
Haryana, out of which eight have
members of SAD.
In a meeting held with SAD’s
top brass last week, the party’s
Haryana unit asked it to clear air
on the alliance and seat- sharing
so that preparations could begin.
Rajya Sabha MP Balwinder
Singh Bhundar, SAD in-charge
of Haryana affairs, told HT that
the BJP had sought the party’s
support in Haryana in the Lok
Sabha elections even as there
was no proper alliance in the
state.
“Our cadres worked hard and
90% Sikh votes in the state went
to the BJP. Then they had said an
alliance would be worked out
later. We now hope to reach an
alliance and a seat sharing
arrangement with the BJP
shortly,” he added. Barala
admitted that the SAD worked
hard in Haryana during parliamentary polls and supported the
BJP, but an alliance with the
party is yet to be decided.

Woman saves Hry Muslim
family from mob in Aligarh

Headless body
of man found
in Yamunanagar

Press Trust of India

HT Correspondent

n
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ALIGARH (UP): Days after the kill-

ing of a two-year-old girl fuelled
tension in Uttar Pradesh’s Aligarh district, a 24-year-old
woman saved a Muslim family
from getting attacked by a mob
on Sunday, police said.
The incident occurred in Jattari area, over 40km from here,
when the family from Balabgarh, Haryana, was travelling in
a van to attend an engagement.
They were accompanied by a
woman named Puja Chauhan,
who was a close family friend,
the police said.
One of the travellers, Shafi
Mohammad Abbasi, said the
goons on motorcycles attacked
the van with iron rods.
“They would have killed us
had not Puja Chauhan, who is
like my daughter, stepped out of
the van and came between us
and the attackers,” a visiblyshocked Abbasi told the media
here.
The mob identified the travellers since some of the women
were wearing veils, according to
a complaint filed at the Civil
Lines police station here.
“She boldly confronted the
attackers who were all wearing
saffron scarfs,” Abbasi said.
“Why are you venting your
anger on innocent persons?”

GOONS ON BIKES
ATTACKED OUR VAN
WITH IRON RODS,
SAYS ONE OF THE
PASSENGERS; SECURITY
STRENGTHENED ALL
OVER THE DISTRICT
FOLLOWING THE
MOB ATTACK
Abbasi quoted Chouhan as saying.
“She said that we are all
equally shocked by the killing of
the two-and-half-year-old girl.”
On hearing Chouhan’s plea,
Abbasi said one member from
the mob appeared to have softened his stand. “He quietly
handed us our car keys and whispered: ‘run off immediately’.”
The family managed to reach
Aligarh, although the driver’s
hands got severely injured, the
police said.
Congress leader and former
Aligarh legislator Haji Zamirullah Khan, who accompanied the
family to the police station, told
reporters: “I think Puja is a role
model as a citizen of our country.
At a time when humane behaviour is getting rare, she stood out
courageously for humanity.”
Khan said every sensible person,
irrespective of religion and

caste, was shocked by the toddler’s killing. “However any
attempt to polarise society by
exploiting this incident would be
counterproductive,” he said.
The body of the girl was found
in a garbage dump on June 2,
three days after she was
reported missing. The girl’s
father had alleged she was killed
because he failed to repay a
₹10,000 loan from the accused.
Four persons have been arrested
in the case so far, police said.
“I am in the Opposition, but
we all welcome Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s initiative of
‘sabka saath, sabka vishwas’
(support for all, trust of all),”
Khan said. “However, those people who are whipping up communal passions on this issue are
trying to derail the PM’s commendable initiative.” Civil
Lines station officer Amit
Kumar said the victims had been
sent for medical examination.
Security has been strengthened
all over the district following the
mob attack.
‘INCIDENT AN
ISOLATED ONE’
Senior superintendent of police
Akash Kulhari said the incident
was an isolated one. “We are not
going to permit any person to
take law in his hand. A case has
been registered in this matter,”
the officer added.

n
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AMBALA : The headless body of a
26-year-old man was found in
Ishopur village of Yamunanagar district on Sunday evening,
police said.
The victim is yet to be indentified. Yamunanagar Sadar station house officer (SHO) Sukhbir Singh said, “We recovered
the body from Ishopur village.
The head was severed and there
were injury marks on the body.
We have recovered an Aadhaar
card belonging to a woman
along with her pictures from his
pocket,” the SHO added.
A police official privy to the
investigation said they were
suspecting that before chopping
off the head, the culprits had
dragged the body for nearly 200
metres.

PICTURES OF WOMAN
RECOVERED
“The body was found about near
Yamuna river. Prima facie, it
appears that the accused had
planned to drown the man, but
they failed to do so. We have
recovered pictures of a woman
from the victim’s pocket,” the
cop added.
The SHO said autopsy would
be conducted on Monday, following which a first information report will be registered.
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Bittersweet lessons from the land of apples
Ambika Agarwal

M

n

Police officials at one of the burgled houses at Mandala village in Tarn Taran on Sunday.

HT PHOTO

Thieves strike at four
houses in Tarn Taran
BACK TO BACK Decamp with 30 tola gold worth ₹9 lakh
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: Some unidentified men

decamped with 30 tola gold
worth ₹9 lakh and 2.5 lakh cash
after striking at four houses at
Mandala village under Khadoor
Sahib sub-division during the
intervening night of Saturday
and Sunday.
As per the police, the thieves
targeted the houses around late
night when their occupants
were sleeping. The four houses
belong to Darbara Singh, Buta
Singh, Avtar Singh and Dilbag
Singh.
“After taking dinner on Saturday night, I along with my family
members slept in the courtyard
of our house. When we woke up
the next morning, we found

everything ransacked. The
thieves fled with 21 tolas of gold
ornaments, 18 tolas of silver
ornaments and ₹43,000 cash after
they broke open cupboard in one
of the rooms,” said Darbara
Singh.
Buta Singh said, “The thieves
stole gold ornaments (one tola)
and ₹1,45,000 cash while we were
asleep on Saturday night.”
“We had kept ₹55,000 in one
the rooms of our house. We woke
up on Sunday morning only to
know that the cash was gone,”
said Avtar Singh.
Similarly the thieves
decamped after stealing gold
ornaments (8 tolas) and ₹7,000
cash from the house of Dilbagh
Singh while the family was
asleep.
On Sunday morning, the vic-

y besties and I recently
went on an expedition
to the pristine and
quaint Kotgarh with our trip
organiser. She drove us
through the curvy roads alongside towering trees that
embraced the mountains, displaying their strength on every
turn we took.
As history goes, Satyanand
Stokes got a few saplings of the
Red Delicious apple variety
from Louisiana to plant in his
orchard at Subathu followed by
the Golden Delicious variety
that became a hit and reinvigorated business for growers in
the area.
We were welcomed by our
warmhearted hosts who, with
their simplistic approach,

tims reported the incidents to the
police.
“A special team has collected
fingerprints of the members of
the families that reported theft
incidents. We are also examining
the footage of closed circuit television (CCTV) installed in the
village. Prima-facie it appears
the handiwork of a single
group,” said Khadoor Sahib
police post in-charge Balbir
Singh.
He said they have registered a
case under Section 457 (lurking
house-trespass or house-breaking by night in order to commit
offence punishable with imprisonment), 380 (theft in dwelling
house, etc) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) against some unidentified men at Goindwal Sahib
police station.
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AMRITSAR : The Amritsar smart
city limited (ASCL), which is
overseeing the works of the
smart city projects for the city,
has failed to complete even a single project after two years. “We
have started work on the smart
city projects in 2017. The solar
panel project is the first project
of the ASCL and it is still under
progress. The implementation of
other smart city projects is yet to
be started,” said ASCL chief
executive officer (CEO) Komal
Mittal .
ASCL has a total budget of
₹1,000 crore to execute 54 development projects. The major projects are installation of LED
streetlights, solar power plants
at rooftops of government buildings, redevelopment of circular
road as ‘smart road’, redevelopment of parks and open spaces,
development of spaces under fly-

›

We have started work
on the smart city
projects in 2017. The solar
panel project is the first
project of the ASCL and it
is still under progress.
Other projects are also
in pipeline.
KOMAL MITTAL , Amritsar smart city
limited CEO

overs, strengthening of underground wastewater services in
ABD area and many more.
ASCL has started installation
of solar panels on the government building which will take
another three months to complete. However, work on installation of LED streetlights is yet to
be kicked off.
Besides this, projects, includ-

ing setting up of automatic sanitary napkin vending machines
and electric incinerators,
reverse vending machines, construction of multi-level car parking and others are at tendering
stage. However, many of the projects are still at planning stage.
When asked about the slow
working of the smart city projects, Mittal said, “The installation of solar panels have started
and it will be completed in next
three months. The project to
install LED streetlights is also in
pipeline, which is expected to
start on June 25. The private
companies, who have taken
responsibility for these two projects, were conducting survey,
due to which the projects have
been delayed. The other projects
are in progress and will be executed soon.”
Smart Cities Mission is an
urban renewal and retrofitting
program of the Union ministry of
urban development of the gov-

Potato cyst: HP govt likely
to buy seeds from Punjab

Top BJP leadership needs to distance itself from quasi-religious
hate-mongers like Sakshi Maharaj and Pragya Singh Thakur.
There is no doubt that RSSbacked BJP will explicitly or
implicitly pursue its agenda of
Hindu nationalism. The agenda
helped the party to win the Lok
Sabha elections this time. But the
means and ends will determine if
our social fabric is strengthened
or weakened by this agenda. Let
us understand that we cannot
rewrite history. But we can create history by winning through
love rather than hate. ‘Sab ka
vishwas’ challenge which NAMO
has taken upon himself can only
be met with sincerity in word and
deed. We can only hope that the
BJP’s victory is proven the entire
country’s win.
Brij B Goyal, Ludhiana

When both the developing and
underdeveloped countries are
struggling with food and poverty
crises, it is highly appreciable
that Pakistan has decreased its
defence budget. We should not
make mockery of the move,
rather we should appreciate it.
These funds can be diverted to
fulfil people’s basic needs. Neighbouring nations should come
together to decrease their defence
budget mutually and engage in
peace process for their people’s
safety and progress. Even India
should think of decreasing the
defence budget to certain extent.
Devinder Singh, Patiala

ernment of India with the mission to develop 100 cities across
the country, making them citizen friendly and sustainable.
Under the smart city project,
three cities in the state – Ludhiana, Jalandhar and Amritsar
were selected.
Earlier, the then Punjab local
bodies minister Navjot Singh
Sidhu on March 3, has inaugurated two development projects—installation of LED streetlights and solar power panels at
rooftops—worth ₹45 crore for the
city.
“To improve the quality of life
of people and enabling development of the holy city, over 60,000
LED streetlights will be fixed
across the city at an estimated
cost of ₹35 crore. Solar PV systems, costing ₹10 crore, will also
be installed on 11 government
buildings under the project. The
projects should be completed in
one-month time,” had said
Sidhu.

tral government banned movement of potato seeds from various areas of the hill state to the
plains after the produce was
found infested with potato cyst
nematode , serious pest of potatoes, the Himachal Pradesh agriculture department is planning
to buy seeds from Punjab to continue plantation if the sample of
produce grown in the state fails.
The agriculture department
has made all preparations
besides deploying a team to conduct the tests of the potatoes
grown in Lahaul and Spiti, the
only district which was found
infection-free last year and
underwent plantation past eight
months, in labs.
State agriculture department
director Desh Raj Sharma said,
“If the sample potatoes from
Lahaul and Spiti are also found
infected with the virus, then as
an alternative option, we will be
purchasing seeds from Punjab to
continue plantation in the state.”
“We will also be testing the
potato seeds besides the soil of
the district where the ban was
lifted,” he added.
As per officials of the agricultural department and Central
Potato Research Institute
(CPRI), potato seeds from Jalandhar can give good produce in
Shimla and surrounding areas
which had faced losses last year
owing to the ban.
On October 12, 2018, the ministry of agriculture and farmers
welfare had issued a notification

n

The government had banned movement of potato seeds from the
hill state to the plains after the produce was found infested with
the virus.
HT PHOTO

prohibiting the movement of
potato seeds from Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Tamil Nadu to
other states after reports of pest
presence in potatoes produced in
these regions surfaced.
The ban was imposed under
Section 4A of the Destructive
Insects and Pests Act, 1914. The
potato samples of districts,
including Kullu, Una and
Shimla, failed the test while produce from Lahaul-Spiti was
found infection free.
Lahaul and Spiti district is the
highest producer of potato seeds
in the state and has it’s main
market in Punjab, Gujarat and
West Bengal. Since the lifting of
the ban last year, the fresh produce will undergo a final test for
confirmation. The agriculture
department owns 12 potato

development stations where
foundation potato seed is produced.
India is second largest producer of potatoes in the world
next to China. In 2017 and 2018,
the potato production in India
was recorded at 48.5 million tonnes. The state produced 198.66
metric tonnes potatoes in the
year 2017-2018 and is aiming to
produce 195 metric tonnes of
potato in the year 2018-2019.
The government is also laying
emphasis on the production of
off-season vegetables, potato and
ginger beside increasing production of cereal crops through adequate supply of inputs, demonstration and effective dissemination of improved farming
technology, replacement of old
variety seeds and by promoting
integrated pest management.
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The writer is a Hoshiarpur-based
culinary expert

DELIMITATION IN
J&K IS JUSTIFIED
Under the present circumstances
in Jammu and Kashmir, Articles
370 and 35A are not required at

LETTER OF THE WEEK
Himakshi Sharma,
Amritsar, for ‘AAP is
handing out candies’
published on June 5.

all. It’s an injustice to the citizens
of the state. Moreover, Jammu
and Ladakh region have never
been granted their due representation due to improper delimitation and partial decisions by the
previous governments for vested
interests. When the government
brings forth a relevant solution,
radicals and separatists in Kashmir have created uproar, with
protests and street-fights with
security forces. The delimitation
exercise is urgently required in
the state.
Dr Karan Singh Vinayak,
Chandigarh

KUDOS TO RBI FOR
PROACTIVE ACTION
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI)’s move to lower the repo
rate by 25 basic points for the
third consecutive time
this year is a welcome step, considering the current economic
scenario in the country. RBI
governor S Dass deserves a pat
for adopting proactive measures for revival of economy. It
also spells good news for home,
auto and other priority loan
seekers as they will likely be
cheaper with these rate cuts.
As a significant volume of consumers are represented by private sector banks, RBI should
made it mandatory for private
banks, which take months to
pass on these benefits to borrowers, to do so in a time-bound
frame.
Anil Vinayak,
Amritsar

PHASE OUT OLD
AIRCRAFT, SAVE
SOLDIERS
The incident of Indian Air
Force’s AN 32 aircraft going
missing with 13 air warriors on
board needs serious introspection. It may be worthwhile to
undertake an external audit to
ascertain serviceability of these
age-old flying machines by an
appropriate authority. When
the country is thinking of discarding 15-year-old vehicles
running on roads, why not
implement some serious
measures to phase out such flying machines which cause a loss
of precious lives. In the past,
even service chiefs have
resigned due to accidental
deaths and loss of assets. Who is
accountable for this loss of lives
and property?
Col Surinder Singh
(retd), Mohali

PITCHER THIS!

n

A group of women carrying ‘kalash’ (pitcher) filled with sacred water of 80 sarovars to be poured into Durgiana Temple pond as part
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT
of the kar sewa in Amritsar on Sunday

Work on Phagwara
elevated road begins Sultanpur Lodhi-bound

550TH GURU NANAK BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PHAGWARA : The Phagwara ele-

SHIMLA: Six months after the cen-

seamlessly. We were fortunate
to have witnessed God’s carriage being carried to another
temple. All this added an old
world charm to the outing.
On the last night of the trip,
we went for a thrilling leopardspotting ride. Later, we sat
under the boundless sky,
wrapped in blanket of stars,
trying to reconstruct planets.
The trip made me ponder:
Why does a place start deteriorating once it becomes popular? Why do travellers leave a
trail of trash behind? Is it out of
compulsion or habit? Cleanliness is a sign of purity of mind.
Why does exploration almost
always end up in exploitation?
Is it justified?

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
PAK’S DEFENCE BUDGET
CUT IS WELCOME STEP

n
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trek, we kept gathering our
trash so that we didn’t spoil the
environment. A mesmerising
and expansive view of the Pir
Panjal, Baspa and Uttarakhand
ranges proved to be a mystified,
tranquil moment from the top.
Day 2 proved to be reminiscent of Alice in Wonderland.
We trekked through the winding lanes of the village with an
unrestricted view of the apple
and cherry trees in bloom, covered under a canvas of mesh for
protection against rain, hail
and the notorious monkeys.
Followed by the St Mary
Church, Tani Jubbar Lake, we
almost trespassed Stokes’s residence! Neither cattle nor dung
was seen on the streets, no
overloaded waste bins by the
road either. There were no cops
to manage traffic yet it moved

letterstoeditor

Navneet Rathore
n

added charm and cheer to our
three-night stay. The crisp
evening breeze nuzzled our
souls and tempted us to go for a
stroll. We were accompanied by
a chirpy guy who kept narrating
stories by adding spice to them,
for which I named him #kuch
bhi (anything). We plucked
petite flowers that sprout only
for a few days, carrying medicinal properties for asthma

BJP MUST REIN
IN HATE MONGERS

Not a single smart city project
has been completed in Amritsar
Mandeep Kaur Narula

patients. Wriggling snakes on
the road were an indicator of
our trespassing. One of our
friends couldn’t resist the
beauty of a lifeless snake and
picked it up to use it as a book
mark! Due to extensive leopard
habitation, we were asked to
walk back before dusk.
On our first morning, we
woke up to the glowing sun
shining through the window,
presumably a wake-up call. Far
away amid the mountains, the
Sutlej could be seen playing
hide and seek. In all this, the
first cup of morning tea that we
had to fetch for ourselves felt
like nectar.
From Narkanda, we hiked to
Hatu peak at 11,200 ft. The first
20 minutes were a challenge
but gradually the body got
acclimatised. Throughout the

WHY DOES A PLACE
START DETERIORATING
ONCE IT BECOMES
POPULAR? WHY
DO TRAVELLERS
LEAVE A TRAIL OF
TRASH BEHIND?

vated road, which had been hanging fire for the past four years
causing traffic snarls, has finally
seen light of the day.
Work could not begin on the
2.55-km elevated bridge on the
national highway as the model
code of conduct was enforced a
few days after the Union water
resources and transport minister, Nitin Gadkari, laid the foundation stone on February 25.
However, after swearing in as
the minister of state for commerce and industry, member of
Parliament from Hoshiarpur
Som Parkash directed the
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) to begin work and
complete the construction work
within one year.
“I had a meeting with Kapurthala administration and NHAI

officials to complete the longpending construction soon,” said
Parkash.
He said construction work will
finish in one year with a budget of
₹365 crore.
POLITICAL TUSSLE
STALLED WORK
The project had been stalling
since 2015 due to a political tussle
between former BJP state chief
Vijay Sampla and MP Som Parkash on whether to construct an
elevated bridge or a solid bridge.
Due to this, the bridge which
was to be built with a budget of
₹1.64 crore will now cost ₹365
crore. The proposal was floated
by Sampla in 2015. It was, however, scrapped by the NHAI in
April 2016 after Parkash met the
Union minister in 2016. Parkash
wanted a solid earth-filled road
with a vehicular underpass but
later agreed to elevated road as
the project was late by two years..

shortstories
33-YEAR-OLD
DRUG ADDICT
ATTEMPTS SUICIDE

BETI BACHAO: ADC
SAYS BEWARE OF
FRAUDSTERS

GURDASPUR: A 33-year-old drug
addict tried to end his life by pouring
kerosene and setting himself on fire
at Gopal Nagar in Gurdaspur on
Sunday. The addict attempted suicide
at his in-laws house after his wife
declined to give him money for
buying drugs. He was rushed to a
local private hospital with 50% burn
injuries.The doctors at the private
hospital referred him to the Guru Ram
Dass Charitable Hospital in Amritsar.
The addict was unemployed and
HTC
suffering from depression.

JALANDHAR : Additional deputy
commissioner Kulwant Singh on
Sunday said claims by some fraudulent people that cash money will be
given to girls aged six to 32 years
under the Beti bachao, beti padhao
scheme were totally baseless. ADC
Kulwant Singh said the main aim of
the scheme was to improve birth rate
of girl children and ensure good
education and security to them.
But no money is given to girls in the
mode of cash or through banks,
he said.
HTC

pilgrims to get free bus rides
Jatinder Mahal
n

jatinder@htlive.com

SULTANPURLODHI:The Punjab gov-

ernment is planning to run a free
bus service to ferry people to Sultanpur Lodhi during the statelevel celebrations of the 550th
birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev in November.
The free bus rides will be provided till Sultanpur Lodhi from
all three connecting routes
including Jalandhar, Amritsar
and Lodhia. A Kapurthala
administration official said as
around 30-35 lakh pilgrims are
expected to visit Sultanpur
Lodhi from November 1 to 20,
outer parkings will be developed
where all vehicles will stop.
E-RICKSHAWS, RING
BUSES ON THE CARDS
In addition to free bus services,
e-rickshaws and ring bus ride
will be provided to pilgrims,
especially children and senior
citizens, to drop them near gurdwara premises, officials said.
Punjab Roadways Jalandhar
depot 1 general manager Praneet
Singh Minhas, who heads the
project, said the government is
expected to enrol over 600 buses
for this purpose. He said hightech buses with facilities like
global positioning system (GPS)
and CCTV cameras will operate
to ensure safety of pilgrims.
FACADE AT
RAILWAY STATION
Meanwhile, Kapurthala administration said the Northern Railways will build a magnificent
facade of the Sultanpur Lodhi

n

Over 600 buses with GPS and CCTV cameras are expected to be
deployed to ferry pilgrims to Sultanpur Lodhi in November. HT PHOTO

railway station. The structure
will be symbolic of the theme of
'tera' (all is yours), inspired by
the teachings of Guru Nanak.
Guru Nanak, the founder of
Sikhism, lived in Sultanpur
Lodhi for 14 years. It is here that
he got married to Bibi Sulakhni
and attained enlightenment at
the end of 15th century. The town
is dotted with gurdwaras
commemorating events from his
life.
The government is spending
around ₹180 crore for the
upgrade of roads and bridges to
improve connectivity to Sultanpur Lodhi from Majha, Doaba
and Malwa areas of the state.
Development works in and
around Sultanpur Lodhi are
expected to be completed by September 30 this year, officials said.
At a state-level function in 2018,
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh had announced
projects and welfare schemes
worth ₹3,312 crore to facilitate
pilgrims.

PLANTATION
DRIVE IN 831
PANCHAYATS
JALANDHAR: The administration has started a
massive drive to plant
550 saplings each in 831
village panchayats.
Additional deputy commissioner Kulwant
Singh said an amount of
₹40.99 crore has been
sanctioned and the drive
will be carried out by 41
panchayats in Bhogpur,
69 in Adampur, 112 in
Jalandhar West, 78 in
Jalandhar East, 83 in
Lohian, 57 in Mehatpur,
89 in Nakodar, 70 in Nurmahal, 103 in Phillaur,
50 in Rurka Kalan and 79
in Shahkot.
HTC
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Anti-graft bureau raids
J&K Bank for second day

EID-MILAN

CRACKDOWN The bureau spent 4 hrs checking records of nearly 1,200
appointments made allegedly during Parvez Ahmad’s tenure as chairman
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR/NEWDELHI: Allegations of
large-scale irregularities in matters related to loans, finances and
appointments are at the heart
of raids by the state anti-corruption bureau (ACB) at the corporate headquarters of the Jammu
and Kashmir Bank that continued in Srinagar for a second day
on Sunday, according to Union
home ministry and ACB officials.
The home ministry and the
state government also decided to
split the post of chairman-cummanaging director of the bank
–held by Parvez Ahmad Nengroo
who was removed on Saturday –
in accordance with Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) guidelines.
RK Chibber, who was the
bank’s executive president, took
over as interim CMD on Sunday.
A search committee has been
named to recommend names for
the positions of chairman and
managing director. “Having full
faith and confidence in the outstanding workforce of the bank,
we shall strive to not only
weather the challenges at hand
but put the bank on a different
pedestal with committed support
of our promoters, the J&K government, regulators, vibrant
management and dedicated
workforce,” Chibber was quoted
by the bank in a statement.
The bank, established in 1938
and with a 59.3% stake held by the
state government, is considered
as a symbol of Kashmiri enter-

shortstories
ISRAELI TREKKERS
RESCUED IN HP
KULLU : The Himalayan Adventure Rescue team rescued two
Israeli trekkers from the Manikaran valley in the hills of Kasol on
Sunday. Himalayan rescue team
member Chandrapal said, “Yorval
Binder,22, and Yalia Shalamo, 24,
hailing from Israel, had lost their
way on the trek up the Manikarna
valley.” They were caught in a
difficult spot before being
ANI
rescued.

J&K guv conducts aerial
survey of yatra route
SRINAGAR : Jammu and Kashmir
governor Satya Pal Malik on
Sunday conducted an aerial
survey of the Amarnath yatra
route to gain a first-hand view of
the existing snow accumulation
levels, an official said. Malik was
accompanied by his advisor K
Vijay Kumar and chief secretary
BVR Subrahmanyam, the official
added. The governor surveyed
the entire Amarnath yatra route,
along the Baltal-Domel-SangamPanjtarni-Sheshnag-Chandanwari-Pahalgam axis, official said. PTI

Militant hideout busted
in J&K’s Kishtwar
JAMMU: A militant hideout was
busted in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district on Sunday and
household stocks and ammunition were seized, an army official
said. The joint search and cordon
operation was launched by the
army along with SoG, a spokesperson said. During the search
operation, three magazines of AK
47, a sleeping bag, wooden bed,
gas cylinder, gas stove, wrist
watch, four steel boxes, 40
packets of Maggi, 18 packs of
juices and three blankets were
recovered near house of active
HTC
militant Jammal Din.

THE CASE SO FAR
n The ACB, formed only a few

n The bureau is also looking into

months ago, has registered a
case under the Prevention of
Corruption Act on the basis of a
complaint on illegal and
fraudulent appointments made
in the bank
n Under ACB scanner are ₹8 crores
spent by the bank under
corporate social responsibility,
allegedly on the beautification
of Royal Spring Golf Course near
Dal Lake in Srinagar

how interior designing work of
branches was allotted to select
individuals
n The alleged appointments of a
number of family members,
including nephew and daughter-in-law, of chairman-cummanaging director Parvez
Ahmad Nengroo, and the role of
his personal manager in
transfer and postings are under
the scanner

prise and leaders in the Valley,
including former chief minister
Omar Abdullah, warned against
mixing politics with an anti-corruption probe. Nengroo said he is
open to any investigations .
Bank officials said ACB investigators spent around four hours
in the human resource section of
the bank. “They came in the
morning and were there till 3pm.
They checked files in HR and
their focus was especially on
recruitments,” said a senior official of the bank.
Senior home ministry officials
said the ACB is probing a set of
appointments at the bank by Nengroo and alleged loans worth
hundreds of crores of rupees in
violation of laid guidelines to
select individuals. Investigations
are on to find out how overdrafts
of hefty amounts were allegedly
released to habitual defaulters of
other banks.
The bureau, formed only a few

months ago, has registered a case
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act on the basis of a
complaint on illegal and fraudulent appointments made in the
bank. The allegations reflected in
the complaint disclose commission of criminal misconduct by
J&K Bank officers.
“This constitutes offence
under section 5(1)(d) of Prevention of Corruption Act Samvat2006 and punishable under section 5(2) of the Act, case FIR No
10/2019 was registered in P/S
Anti Corruption Bureau (ACB)
Central Kashmir in Srinagar and
investigation of the case was
taken up,” the spokesman added.
One of the home ministry officials cited above said establishing
the rule of law and taking action
against “high and mighty corrupt
persons” in Jammu and Kashmir
was a high priority. “Action
against the chairman of J&K
Bank is one more step in this

direction to bring the high and
mighty corrupt people before the
law,” the person added.
Under ACB scanner are ₹8 crores spent by the bank under corporate social responsibility allegedly on the beautification of
Royal Spring Golf Course near
Dal Lake in Srinagar and advertisements allegedly worth several lakhs to a local weekly newsmagazine to highlight the budget
that no one ever saw.
“We are investigating how
Nengroo, whose registered date
of birth with State Board of Secondary Education and Government High School Kapran in Kulgam is April 21, 1963, passed
matriculation exam at 14 years of
age in November, 1977 under roll
number 3438.
Further, we are looking into
how bank interior designing of
branches were allotted to select
individuals between ₹50 lakh to
₹1.5 crore a branch while the
actual cost was only 30% of the
money paid,” said a state ACB
official requesting anonymity.
ACB is also looking into the
alleged appointments of a number of Nengroo’s relatives.
Nengroo said he followed all
rules during his tenure. “The
ACB which has competent officials are already investigating
and they wont go by the rumours.
We have a set rules in the bank
and as chairman I didn’t do anything wrong. Let them investigate and these are all rumors and
baseless allegations spread
against me,” he said.

n

Leena Dhankhar
n

leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The police on Saturday busted a fake currency racket
in city by arresting one member
of a gang for circulating counterfeit notes in Haryana, Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh.
The police said they received a
tip-off on Saturday that a man
was in the city to deliver counterfeit notes in exchange for real currency.
Three crime teams were
formed from Sector 10 and were
sent to the spot. One of the offi-

cials contacted the suspect and
tried to strike a deal. He offered to
provide fake currency worth
₹4,000 in exchange for ₹1,000, the
police said.
Shamsher Singh, assistant
commissioner of police, said that
the police conducted a raid near a
private hospital on MG Road in
Sector 14 where the suspect was
waiting to deliver the fake currency.
“We recovered fake notes
worth ₹6,500 in the denomination
of ₹500 and ₹100, apart from
₹15,000 in genuine cash. During
questioning, the man revealed

that he lives in Ghaziabad and
there are six members in his
gang. They supply fake currency
in different part of the city as well
as the states,” he said.
The police said the man was
identified as Sanjay Bobal, a resident of Friends Society in Ghaziabad. He was produced before the
duty magistrate on Sunday and
was remanded to four days’ police
custody. A case under Sections
26, 27, 28 and 29 of the IPC was registered against him.
The modus operandi of the
gang was to sell the fake notes to
traders and people dealing in

leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM:
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GURUGRAM: A 22-year-old man was

arrested in Uttar Pradesh for
allegedly kidnapping a minor girl
from Gurugram on June 5, the
police said.
According to the police, a
woman, resident of Sheetla Colony in Sector 5, complained on
June 5 that her friend and neighbour had allegedly kidnapped her
18-month-old daughter from Atul
Kataria Chowk when they were
on their way to their village.
The woman, in her complaint
to the police, stated that the man,
identified as Mithun Kumar, a
resident of Oriya, Uttar Pradesh,
who has been working as a daily
wager in the city for the last two
years, had asked the mother of
the minor girl to marry him but
his proposal was rejected.
“I told him several times that I
could not marry him, as I was
already married. I was planning
to visit my parents and was packing my bags on June 4, when he
visited my house. He also said he
was planning to visit his parents
and suggested we go together. My
husband agreed and we left the
house together in the morning,”
said the complainant.
Assistant commissioner of
police (crime) Shamsher Singh
said Kumar had been pressurising the complainant for marriage
but the woman had already
rejected his proposal several

times, so he decided to kidnap the
minor to take revenge.
“Within an hour of receiving
the complaint, we had formed five
teams and started investigating.
The teams were sent to three different villages in Uttar Pradesh,
but he had not reached his house.
We scanned footage from more
than 200 CCTV cameras from different places but could not get
any leads,” he said.
The police received a tip-off on
Saturday night that a man, suspected to be Mithun, was seen at
the Etawah bus stand. The
informer also shared a picture of
the suspect with the missing girl.
A Sector 14 police team rushed
to the spot and arrested Mithun,
who confessed to the crime.
“During questioning, he
revealed that he had suggested
that he and the woman travel in a
tempo, whereas she wanted to go
in a bus, following which they
argued. He said he boarded a
tempo with the child and left for
New Delhi railway station,
expecting that she would follow
him, but she did not,” said Singh.
The police took the girl for
medical examination and doctors
confirmed that she was fit and
healthy. “There was no sign of
sexual assault, nor did the girl
complain to her mother about
any untoward incident. She
seemed happy with the man and
he apparently took care of her
during the days she was with
him,” said Singh.

Three persons,
including two Chinese engineers,
were charred to death on Sunday
after a massive fire broke out at a
pharmaceutical raw material
manufacturing company in IMT
Rojka Meo in Nuh.
The is the fourth time a fire has
broken out in IMT Rojka Meo in
the last two years, but this is the
first time that loss of human lives
has been reported.
Superintendent of police, Palwal, Narender Bijarian, who is
officiating SP, Nuh, said that the
director of the Pusilin Biotechnology Private Limited factory
has been booked on charges of
culpable homicide not amounting to murder. “We have ordered
a detailed enquiry into the matter
and have also informed the China
embassy regarding the unfortunate incident,” he said. No arrests
have been made so far.
The charred bodies of the
employees, identified as Jijian
(senior chief engineer) , Zhang
Yang (production engineer) of
China, and Vicky Rajput of Daula
village in Sohna, were recovered
from the factory in the evening
after the fire was doused by the
fire tenders, Nuh fire department
said.
Chatru Khan, assistant fire
station officer of Nuh, said they
received a call regarding the
blaze in the factory building
around 2.00pm. “Within minutes,
six fire tenders and 60 firemen
were sent to douse the fire from
Nuh, Tauru and Sohna fire stations,” he said.
The police said that the fire
started in one of the boiler stations when Rajput, the operator,

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA/JAMMU : Scorching condi-

n

A house sparrow coming out from a puddle on a sunny day in Shimla on Sunday.

storm accompanied with gusty
winds for plains, low and mid
hills of the state on Tuesday and
Wednesday.
Meanwhile, people in Jammu
reeled under blistering heatwave
as the mercury soared to 43.1°C,
weather department officials said

on Sunday.
The Met department has forecast rain and lightning, accompanied by gusty wind reaching up to
a speed of 30-40 kilometres per
hour, on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. Jammu’s maximum
temperature was 3.4°C above nor-

DEEPAK SANSTA /HT

mal, while the minimum settled
at 27.8°C, 2.1 notches above normal.
Srinagar recorded a maximum
of 28.2°C, which was 2.3 notches
below average for the season. The
minimum temperature stayed at
12.6°C.

ANI

Interstate fake currency racket busted, 1 held

Leena Dhankhar

Press Trust of India

tions prevailed in Himachal Pradesh on Sunday, despite rain in
isolated parts on Saturday evening, the meteorological department said.
Kalpa received 4mm rain, followed by Dalhousie at 3mm,
Kufri at 1 mm and Bhuntar at 0.6
mm, Shimla MeT centre director
Manmohan Singh said.
Saturday evening’s rain was
followed by a 1 to 2°C increase in
the maximum temperatures
across the state on Sunday, he
added. Una continued to be the
hottest place with maximum temperature of 43.2°C.
The lowest temperature was
recorded in tribal district Lahaul
and Spiti’s administrative centre
Keylong at 4.6°C. Shimla
recorded a maximum temperature of 29.2°C.
The state may get some relief
from the scorching heat next
week as Shimla MeT Centre has
predicted rain on June 11 and 12.
The Met centre has issued yellow
weather warning of thunder-

Chinar Corps commander Lt General KJS Dhillon celebrating Eid-Milan with defence employees and their families in Srinagar
on Saturday.

Kidnapped minor Three charred to death in Nuh factory
rescued from UP,
neighbour held

Rain brings little respite from scorching
conditions in HP, Jammu sizzles at 43°C
n

n

n

Six fire tenders and 60 firemen were sent to a pharma raw material manufacturing unit in IMT Rojka
YOGENDRA KUMAR/HT
Meo in Nuh.

TWO OF THREE
DECEASED, IDENTIFIED
AS CHINESE ENGINEERS,
WERE HELPING INSTALL
A NEW BOILER
was welding the pipeline. A spark
from the welding machine hit the
gas in the pipeline and started a
blaze that engulfed a major portion of the building. “The three
victims were repairing the boiler
when the incident took place.
Other workers were outside the
room when the blaze started,”
said Bijarian, adding that the
Chinese engineers were here for
the installation of the boiler,
which had been bought recently.
The blaze was brought under
control by the evening.
The police said that Rajput was

taken out first and rushed to the
Hasan Khan Mewati Government Medical College, Nalhar, in
Nuh, but doctors declared him
dead on arrival.
The fire officials said the bodies were difficult to take out, and
they had to be very careful as they
were severely charred to death.
“We had to keep the bodies intact,
so it took time to take them out in
the evening,” said Khan.
The bodies will be handed over
to the China embassy on Monday,
said the police.
Anand Rajoria, sales manager
of Pusilin Biotechnology Pvt Ltd,
said he is presently in Ahemdabad and heard of the incident in
the evening. “We recently
replaced the boiler. The engineers were working to install it
when the fire broke out. This is a
very unfortunate incident, and
the senior managerial staff has

reached the spot,” he said.
However, Bijarian said, “The
management staff is on the run;
we are unable to trace them
despite several attempts. We will
check whether timely maintenance of the factory was being
done.”
Meanwhile, owners and workers of other factories in the area
said there are no safety measures
in place by the state government
and their places of work are
neglected.
Ajay Ahlawat, vice president
of Mewat chambers of commerce
and industry, said despite Mewat
being an industrial area, there is
no fire station, which is essential
for the industrial belt.
“I have written to the state government and the Haryana Shahari Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP)
officials many times to sanction
the land.

changing money for less than half
the rate of the denominated notes.
“For instance, the gang would
exchange fake notes worth
₹10,000 for genuine notes worth
₹2,500,” said Singh.
“Using high-tech scanners and
computer graphics, the gang
would get fake notes designed and
printed in a rented house in Ghaziabad. They had engaged agents
from different cities to identify
potential customers, willing to
risk buying the notes at onefourth the rate and double their
investment by using them in
business,” Singh said.

MAN HELD AS
PET DOG BITES
HOUSE HELP
GURUGRAM: A man was arrested
on Sunday after one of his six pet
dogs bit a 27-year-old woman
who works at his house as
domestic help on Wednesday
morning in Sushant Lok-1.
Identified as Sharad Agarwal,
47, a software engineer who
works from home, the suspect
was arrested on charges of negligent conduct with respect to animals, the police said.
The victim who hails from
Panna in Madhya Pradesh had
been working at the accused’s
house since May 13 this year. The
incident took place on Wednesday, when the victim was working at the suspect’s house, the
police said.
“I have been telling him to
lock up his dogs whenever I come
for work. On June 5, I asked him
to do so again, but he did not. Five
of his six dogs surrounded me
and started to bark. I screamed
for help, but he did not listen.
Then, one of the dogs bit me. I
sustained injuries on my wrist,
legs and shoulders. I was bleeding severely, but he did not take
me to a hospital. He arranged for
an autorickshaw and sent me
home,” the victim stated in FIR.
She added that the accused
refused to give her any compensation as well.
The victim was not able to
walk for at least two days after
the incident, the police said.
A case was registered against
the suspect under Section 289
(negligent conduct with respect
to animal) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Sushant Lok police
HTC
station on Saturday.

J&K people need
to make rational
choice in assembly
polls: Farooq

Army officer’s wife killed,
5 hurt in Katra road mishap

SRINAGAR: National Conference
president Farooq Abdullah on
Saturday said the people of
Jammu and Kashmir need to
make a rational choice in the
assembly election for the greater
interest of the state.
He was addressing a gathering
of devotees at the shrine of Hazrat
Nizamuddin on his 124th Urs
at the Baba Nagri Kangan in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.
“Forces that are inimical to the
interests of the state will use all
possible means to influence the
process of the election,” Abdullah
said.
“We have won the first battle,
but the biggest battle is ahead of
us. We should not let complacency overwhelm us.
“The state is facing a perilous
situation in the wake of the
numerous attacks on its identity
and unity. But, by not letting the
demon of disunity divide us, we
can take such forces head-on,”
Abdullah said.
PTI

JAMMU : An army officer’s wife
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was killed and five others
including the officer, his children, a security guard and a
helper were critically injured in
a road accident at Katra in Reasi
district of Jammu and Kashmir
on Sunday.
The deceased was identified
as Pooja, 28, and the injured
include her husband Major Kartik, their children Kayaan and
Kiyush, helper Ravinder Singh
and PSO Shreeshine.
Major Kartik is a resident of
Mandi district in Himachal
Pradesh and was posted at Thathi in Akhnoor district of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Police said prima facie it
appears the army officer who
was driving the car rammed
it into a truck parked on the
roadside at Maghal, around 8km
from Katra town in Jammu and
Kashmir. The family was on
way to Jammu from Katra.
The injured were shifted to a
community health centre in

n

The mangled remains of the car at Maghal, around 8km from Katra,
near Jammu on Sunday.
HT PHOTO

Katra from where they were
referred to Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Narayana Superspeciality
Hospital for treatment.
DOZEN PILGRIMS HURT
AS JEEP OVERTURNS
MANDI: At least a dozen pilgrim
including 10 women were
injured when the pickup jeep
they were travelling in overturned on a hilly road at Kutah-

chi near Kamru Nag in Mandi
district on Sunday.
SP Gurdev Chand said the pilgrims belonging to Rafail village
were on their way to the Kamru
Nag temple in a goods carrier.
“Prima facie the driver lost
control of the vehicle on a sharp
curve,” he added. A case under
relevant sections of the IPC has
been registered and further
investigations are on.
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Bikers open fire at news team in capital
CLOSE SHAVE Were fired at thrice when they were travelling in an office taxi; 3 cops suspended for ‘lack of prompt response’
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Two journalists working with a TV news channel and
their driver had a narrow escape
early on Sunday when two unidentified motorcycle-borne
assailants chased and fired at
them at the Barapullah flyover in
south Delhi.
Though no one was hurt in
incident, three shots were fired at
the office taxi that the ABP News
crew was travelling in -- one got
lodged in door on the driver’s
side, the second missed its mark,
and the third went through the
car window but exited from the
other side having missed everyone.
The journalists alleged that
when they approached three officers posted at a police picket near
INA Market to report the incident, the officers did not “show
any interest” in probing the matter. Following the allegations,
Delhi Police suspended three
police personnel for the alleged
lack of prompt response.

n

One bullet, went through the car’s window but exited from the other
AMAL KS/HT PHOTO
side having missed everyone.

A reporting team from ABP
News channel was on its way to
central Delhi’s Bapa Nagar from
Noida to report the murder of a
businessman at around 1.30am
on the flyover near CGO Complex

when two men on a motorcycle
closed in on their vehicle, one of
the journalists told HT.
The car was moving on the
Barapullah flyover towards INA
at a speed of around 50 kmph

when two men riding a bike overtook their vehicle near the CGO
Complex, he added.
“The bike rider signalled me to
stop. I alerted my cameraman,
who immediately sensed trouble
and asked the driver to accelerate. Seeing us speed away, the
rider fired three shots at us from
a gun he was holding in his left
hand,” news reporter Siddharth
Purohit said, adding the bikers
chased them for about a kilometre on the flyway before driving
off. The three —Purohit, video
journalist Arvind Kumar and
driver Chander Sen Vimal — said
they suspect that the assailants
were either carjackers or robbers.
One bullet hit the driver’s
door. The driver and the video
journalist, sitting in the front
seat, did not get hurt because the
bullet did not penetrate the door.
One bullet hit the window on the
driver’s side and went out
through the front passenger’s
window, missing everyone
inside. “A third bullet appeared
to have missed its target and went

into the air,” said Purohit.
He alleged that three policemen who were deployed at a
picket near INA Market Metro
station did not respond to their
complaint.
“The policemen showed no
interest in making any efforts to
alert the police control room or
chase and catch the assailants.
Instead of helping us the policemen took some pictures of our
car, then they removed their barricades, grabbed their belongings
and left,” Purohit alleged.
He also alleged that the first
police team arrived at the crime
scene almost one-and-a-half
hours after he called the police
control room. “I made the call at
1.33am but the first police team
arrived at the scene only at 3am.
Had the police responded on time,
the assailants could have been
caught,” he added.
Additional deputy commissioner of police (south) Parvinder
Singh said that a case of attempt
to murder, robbery and arms act
was registered in connection with
the incident. “The case has been

transferred to the crime branch
for further probe. A sketch of one
of the suspects has been prepared
with the physical descriptions
shared by the occupants of the
car,” Singh said. He said that the
passengers in the car could not
get a clear view of the man riding
pillion on the motorcycle.
On Sunday, Delhi Police took
to Twitter to release case updates.
The city police said that three
police personnel who were on
picket duty have been suspended
for the lack of prompt response.
Joint commissioner of police
(southern range) Devesh Chandra Srivastava held a meeting
with the deputy commissioners
of police of three districts on Sunday to discuss measures that can
be taken to control such crimes in
the Capital.
“In the meeting, we particularly reviewed the deployment of
police personnel along the Barapullah Flyover. The allegations
against the three officers are very
serious in nature and such incidents will not be tolerated in the
future,” Srivastava said.
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Bodies of 2 students
found in Nainital lake
HT Correspondent
n
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NAINITAL: Bodies of two engineer-

ing students Akshay Dharmwal,
24, and Ritesh Verma, 25, have
been fished out from Garudtal
lake in Nainital district on Sunday, police said.
Pramod Pathak, in-charge
Bhimtal police station said,
Akshay and Ritesh, B.Tech students of Graphic Era University,
had gone for a swim in Garudtal
lake on Saturday with their
friends. “Both of them drowned
in the lake. Their friends
informed us about the incident
after which we reached the spot
and started their search,” he said.
Garudtal is one of the lakes of
Saat Tal, a cluster of seven interconnected lakes situated 22 km
from Nainital.
Akshay, a resident of Haldwani was a final year electronics
student while Ritesh, a resident of
Pithoragarh was a final year student of computer science.
Pathak said divers and State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF)
personnel couldn’t trace their
bodies on Saturday. “On Sunday

›

On Sunday morning,
SDRF succeeded in
finding the bodies. They
were sent for postmortem
and their families have
been informed.
PRAMOD PATHAK, in-charge
Bhimtal police station

morning, they succeeded in finding their bodies. The bodies have
been sent for post mortem and
their families been informed,” he
said. This is the second incident
of drowning in Nainital in less
than a week. On June 6, 19-yearold Mohammad Arsin, hailing
from Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh,
drowned in Kosi river in Ramnagar. He had come to Ramnagar
from Moradabad with a group of
six for sightseeing. Earlier, similar drowning incidents have been
reported in Kumoan. In April, a
19-year old man from Uttar Pradesh drowned in Kosi river. In
January, a 21-year-old man from
Mumbai drowned in Khurpatal
Lake in Nainital district.

Trader shot dead for
‘talking loudly’: Police

Police, excise dept bust party serving illegal liquor, drugs

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Around 90 smuggled

n
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NEWDELHI:A 31-year-old business-

man was shot dead in central
Delhi’s Bapa Nagar near Karol
Bagh on Saturday night allegedly
by his neighbour, following an
argument over talking loudly, the
police said.
Police said they arrested the
32-year-old attacker, Kamal
Chauhan, from outer Delhi’s
Narela on Sunday afternoon
when he was about to flee to
Jharkhand in his car. The country made pistol that Chauhan
allegedly used to kill his neighbour, Mohit Kumar, was also
seized along with two cartridges
from him. Chauhan has a jeans
manufacturing unit in Narela
industrial area. He was previ-

Woman, daughter
end lives by
consuming poison
HT Correspondent
n
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AMBALA : A 41-year-old woman

and her 18-year-old daughter
committed suicide by consuming some poisonous substance
in Yamunanagar on Sunday,
police said.
Rampura police post
in-charge Suresh Kumar said
Sangita and her daughter Nandini took this extreme step
when they were alone at their
residence in Gadhola colony of
Yamunanagar.
“When one of their family
members came, he saw Nandini
vomiting and on asking, she told
that she had consumed some
poisonous substance and died
soon after. Few minutes later,
Sangita also started retching
following which, she was
rushed to a government hospital. She was then referred to a
private medical facility, where
she died during her treatment,”
he added.
The police official said reason
behind the deaths was yet to be
ascertained. “However, we have
initiated proceedings under
Section 174 of the CrPC,” he
added.

2 arrested over
conversion bid
in Karnal
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : Two people have been

arrested on charges of trying to
forcefully convert a man to Christianity in Kachwa village of Karnal district.
The accused have been identified as Ajmer Singh and Lakhmi
Chand. Based on the complaint
filed by Pirthi Chand, the
accused, who had also changed
their religion, have been booked
under Sections 295 A, 298, 323 and
506 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC). The complainant alleged
that the accused were asking him
to adopt Christianity and promised that the religion's trust
would bear the expenses of their
children’s education besides
other expenses of the family.
When contacted, Karnal Sadar
Police station incharge Baljit
Singh said they had received a
complaint against the duo
regarding the issue. He said the
duo has been held and investigations were on. They were produced before the district court
and were sent to judicial custody.

ously involved in an attempt to
murder case. Kumar also owned
a readymade garment manufacturing unit. Additional DCP (central) Amit Sharma said Chauhan
and Kumar were neighbours and
friends. The houses in the neighbourhood where they live are
connected in such a way that if
spoken loudly each family can
hear the voice of the occupants of
the adjacent house. “This is a
common problem in that neighbourhood,” he said.
Sharma said Chauhan and
Kumar often blamed each other’s
family members of speaking
loudly in their house.
Police said they interrogated
Chauhan and he claimed that he
was drunk and does not remember what led to the argument
between him and Kumar.

HT Correspondent
n
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liquor bottles, 38 pills of unidentified narcotic drugs and ₹5.43
lakh cash were seized from a
party in south Delhi’s Chhatarpur, said police on Sunday.
In a joint raid by the Delhi
excise department and Delhi
Police, eight persons were
arrested in the case.
Around 800 people, mostly
juveniles, had attended the
party and served liqour and
drugs, said the excise department.
According to the FIR, the field
testing kit revealed some of the
drugs seized to be charas (hashish) and morphine (a regulated
pain relieving drug).
Additional deputy commissioner of police (south) Parvinder Singh said the “rave party”

was organised in a party hall in
the sprawling Dhan Mill (rice
mill) compound in Chhatarpur.
“Liquor and drug pills were
seized from the venue and so too
were two SUVs, including one
that belonged to a man named
Gaurav Mavi, one of the two
main organisers of the party. Ali
Chitle was the other organiser.
Both are into real estate business and are absconding. They
had organised the party for
their clients in Delhi-NCR as
part of their sale promotion,”
said Singh.
“We have sent the seized drug
pills to the forensic lab to ascertain the kind of narcotic item
they are. One of the two seized
drugs appeared to be cocaine.”
A case under the relevant sections of the excise act and narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substance act (NDPS) was registered at the Mehrauli police sta-

n

The organisers who are into real estate business organised the
SOURCED
party as part of their sale promotion, said police.

tion.
Police said the party organisers were booked for selling
smuggled liquor and drugs.
During the investigation, it

was found that the organisers
charged ₹500 per unit from the
guests for the liquor served, said
the additional DCP.
Police said that they will now

question the owner of the Dhan
Mill compound. “We will question him to know if he was aware
of the rave party and that he had
rented out the premises for similar illegal activities,” said a
police officer.
“We have learnt that the
planning for this party was
going on for almost 20 days. The
invitation card was circulated
on closed social media groups.
As many as 200 guests had physically received invitation
cards.”
A senior excise official said
that the joint raid was carried
out following a tip-off about
alleged violation of excise
liquor’s licence at a party hall in
Chhatarpur. They had sent in a
decoy customer to the party
before moving in to raid it.
Among the persons arrested
was Faridabad resident Pulkit
Rastogi, who had a permit-10

licence (which allows for 30-40
people and serve alcohol in his
house) to organise the party and
serve limited liquor, said an
excise official.
“Our records showed that
Rastogi had a valid licence but
the number of people as well as
quantity of liquor at the party
was far more than what it permitted. He also sold the liquor
whereas the licence permitted
only serving it.
Rastogi was arrested along
with the cashier and driver of
the SUV and another car in
which more alcohol bottles,
again in violation of licence
terms, were found,” a senior
police officer said. The officer
did not specify the number of
bottles on the licence. Apart
from Rastogi, the other arrested
persons are the employees of the
two organisers, the police
added.

UTTARAKHAND CIVIL AVIATION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Sahastradhara Helidrome Dehradun, P.O Kulhan,
Pincode 248013 Tel. 0135 2608981

Letter No. 1099 /UCADA/2019

Dt. 08 June, 2019

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR SELECTION OF HELICOPTER
SERVICE FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS
Last Date for submission of Tender : 17.06.2019 Time : 11.00 hrs
Date for opening of Tenders
: As FollowsTechnical Bid
: 17.06.2019 Time 15:00 hrs
Financial Bid will be intimated by e-mail to the technically qualified
bidders.
Tender Documents (Technical & Financial) are to be uploaded on
https://uktenders.gov.in by 11: 00 hrs 17.06.2019. (Above all activities
will be at UCADA office Dehradun) For more details please visit the
official website www.ucada.in
Uttarakhand Civil Aviation
Development Authority Sahastradhara Helidrome, Mussoorie by pass
P.o Kulahan, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001.
CEO, UCADA

INDIA GOVERNMENT MINT, MUMBAI

ISO 9001:2008, ISO 14001:2004 & NABL/ISO 17025:2005 Certiﬁed Unit
A Unit of Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Limited
CIN : U22213DL2006GOI144763
Mini -RAtnA CAtegory - I CPSE (Wholly owned By Govt. of IndiA)
ShAhid BhAgAt Singh RoAd, Fort, MumBAi-400 001
Tel: 022 -22703184/85 Fax: 022 – 22661450
Email: purchase.igmm@spmcil.com
Web: igmmumbai.spmcil.com

NOTICE INVITING NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
India Government Mint Mumbai invites sealed tenders from eligible and qualiﬁed
tenderers for the following :
Tender
Brief description
Earnest Money
Due date & time for
No./date of goods/services
Deposit (EMD)
opening of tender
6000013171/ Hiring of Services Rs. 49,000/- (Rupees
Techno-Commercial
10.06.2019 of Multitasking Staff Forty-Nine Thousand only)
Bid-12.07.2019
(Ofﬁce Boy)
Please refer Section I
at 3.00 pm
Clause 4 for exemption
of EMD.

For further detAils, pleAse visit our weBsite igmmumbai.spmcil.com.
efnvoer DevegJeeo nceejer JesyemeeFì igmmumbai.spmcil.com Hej GHeueyOe nw~ Corrigendum,
if Any, will Be puBlished in our weBsite only.
Sd/- Chief Manager (Material), For General Manager
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Maintain law and order: MHA Minor dragged out of
house,
raped:
Police
to Bengal on political killings
HT Correspondent
n

FACE-OFF Centre asks state to ensure that all necessary measures are taken for peace, Trinamool alleges conspiracy
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA: The Union
home ministry on Sunday
“strongly advised” the West Bengal government to maintain law
and order and peace, issuing a
directive a day after clashes
killed at least three people and set
off a fresh war of words between
the ruling Trinamool Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the state that is reeling
due to political violence.
Less than 24 hours after it
asked for a report from the state,
the home ministry said in its advisory that “unabated violence
over the past weeks” appears to
be a failure on the part of the law
enforcement machinery.
“It is strongly advised to
ensure that all necessary measures are taken to maintain law
and order, peace and public tranquility. It is also requested to take
strict action against officials
found delinquent in discharge of
their duty,” it said.
In reply, chief secretary Malay
Dey wrote to the Union home secretary, saying there have been
“some stray post-poll clashes in
the state perpetrated by anti-social elements but law enforcement authorities have been taking stern and appropriate action
in all such cases without delay”.
Referring to Saturday’s violence, Dey wrote that a case has
been registered and investigation
has begun. He also said peace has
been restored in the area and
there has been “no delinquency
in discharge of duty” by the local
authorities.
Trinamool secretary general
and education minister Partha
Chatterjee said the advisory was
a “conspiracy” to malign the state
government.
A Trinamool worker and two
local BJP leaders were killed in
the Basirhat violence. The BJP
said three more of its workers
were murdered and five others
had gone missing.
In a fresh face-off with the central government, state food and
supplies minister Jyoti Priya
Mallick, earlier in the day, took
strong exception to the home
ministry’s Saturday move asking
for a report from West Bengal on

Ahead of polls,
Shah meets party
leaders of 3 states
to discuss strategy

the recent violence.
“Law and order is a state subject according to the Constitution
and the Centre cannot interfere
in this matter. The Union home
minister should remember that
he is home minister of the country, and not of the BJP,” Malllick,
the Trinamool’s North 24-Parganas district president, said.
The BJP and the Trinamool
have been engaged in pitched
political battle in the state where
the saffron party won 18 of the 42
seats in the recently held Lok
Sabha elections — just four less
than what chief minister Mamata
Banerjee’s party managed to bag.
Political killings have been
reported from the state in the
election season and even after the
conclusion of the polls, and both
parties have blamed each other
for the violence.
West Bengal governor Keshari
Nath Tripath, too, expressed concerns over the killings in North
24-Parganas. “Governor Tripathi
is very sad at the unfortunate loss
of lives and properties of the citizens. He extends his heartfelt
sympathy for the families and
near and dear ones of the
deceased. He appeals to all concerned to see to it that no violent
incidents take place and peace
and harmony prevail in the
state,” said a statement issued by
the governor’s press secretary.
On Sunday morning, Tripathi
left for Delhi where he will meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The meeting was planned some
time back, said a Raj Bhawan official.
The BJP organised agitations
and roadblocks in Kolkata and
towns across Bengal in protest
against the killings at Dhanipara
village. The party said it was
planning a big agitation on June
12 in front the police headquarters in Kolkata.
In continuing violence, Sheikh
Mafizul, a Trinamool Congress
worker, was clubbed to death on
Saturday night in Hooghly district’s Arambagh. Local BJP leaders alleged that it was the fallout
of infighting in the ruling party.
The police arrested Partha
Hazra, a local TMC leader, for the
murder. Two Trinamool offices
in Jhargram and Howrah were
ransacked on the same day.

n

A BJP worker protests against West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata on Sunday.

Violence continues as police and
BJP workers clash over funeral
Tanmay Chatterjee and
Koushik Dutta
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/MIDNAPORE: A day after

three political workers were
killed in violent clashes in West
Bengal’s Basirhat, police personnel fanned across Dhanipara
village on Sunday as the administration suspended internet services and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders faced off
with the state police over the
funeral of two slain party workers.
Local villagers said they were
targeted because the Trinamool
Congress trailed the BJP at the
local polling booth despite winning the Basirhat Lok Sabha seat
by more than 300,000 votes.
“Armed TMC workers chased
my husband Debdas Mondal and
fired at him. I grabbed their feet
and pleaded for his life. I have
not seen him since. They must
have killed him. My husband’s
fault was that he worked for
BJP,” said Supriya Mondal.
In a report submitted to Union
home minister Amit Shah, BJP
national executive member
Mukul Roy said Pradip Mondal,
36, a local BJP unit president,
Sukanta Mondal, 28, Tapan Mon-

dal, 25, Debabrata Mondal and
Shankar Mondal, 30, were killed
and five others, including Debdas Mondal, were missing in Saturday’s violence.
The bodies of all the three victims were fished out of different
fisheries that dot the area. “Debdas Mondal is missing and we are
looking for him. So far only three
people have died,” an officer of
the local Nazat police station
said on condition of anonymity.
BJP state general secretary
Sayantan Basu claimed that two
more bodies, marked ‘unidentified’ were lying at the Basirhat
hospital morgue. Basu was part
of the BJP team that visited
Dhanipara on Sunday afternoon.
A separate TMC team also
visited the area and dismissed
the charges against the party.
Liyaqat Ali Mollah, father of
Kayum Mollah, a 26-year-old
TMC worker who died in the
clashes, alleged that Pradip shot
his son from a point-blank range.
“He was shot in front of the
police. The violence took place
because BJP’s state leaders such
as Dilip Ghosh, have been provoking people through their hate
speech,” said Mollah.
Tapas Roy, TMC chief whip in
the state assembly, said, “If there

Aligarh remains on edge
over 3-year-old’s murder

MISSING UP
MINOR GIRL’S
BODY FOUND

hemendra.chaturvedi@htlive.com

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) chief Amit Shah on
Sunday met his party’s leaders
from Maharashtra, Haryana and
Jharkhand to discuss strategies
for assembly elections in the
three states due later this year.
“The core groups of the BJP in
these states were called for the
meeting,” a leader, who was part
of the deliberations, said on condition of anonymity. “The meeting focused on organisational
matters and election strategies.
Shah gave them a pep talk and
stressed on the need to win all
three states.”
Haryana and Maharashtra
will vote in October, and Jharkhand in November-December.
The BJP is in power in all three
states.
Jharkhand chief minister
Raghubar Das said after the meeting that the BJP will aim to win
more than 65 out of 81 seats in the
Assembly this time.
Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis said, “Amit Shah told
us not only to work on the seats
that BJP will contest but also
assist our allies, such as Shiv
Sena...”.
The BJP has also begun a
membership drive, which will be
followed by organisational polls
and the election of a new president. Shah was given an extension after his term as president
ended this year. The BJP’s constitution allows him another threeyear stint as the BJP chief. But he
may step down as he has been
appointed as the Union home
minister. Shah will meet national
vice-presidents, national general
secretaries, state in-charges,
chiefs of the state units and other
senior leaders on June 13 to
appoint observers for the membership drive.
With a membership base of
over 100 million, the BJP is
expected to set a higher target for
membership enrolment this
time. The national president’s
election will take place once organisational polls in 50% of the
states are over.
HTC

AGRA:Provincial Armed Constab-

ulary (PAC) and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) were deployed to
maintain peace in Uttar Pradesh’s Tappal on Sunday as tensions continued in the town over
a three-year-old girl’s murder on
June 2.
The girl’s mutilated body was
recovered from a garbage dump
after she was abducted over a
monetary dispute days earlier.
Four accused in the case have
been arrested. Five police have
been suspended for inaction.
The security was beefed in the
town after a message about “Tappal chalo [move to Tappal]” for a
“mahapanchayat [big gathering]” to seek justice for the girl
went viral on social media on
Sunday. “The police arrested two
accused immediately after the
recovery of the girl’s body. But
locals sought the arrest of the
other family members of the two.
The police arrested the remaining two, including the wife of [the
accused] Zahid and his brother on

n

letters@hdustantimes.com

KANPUR: The naked body of a sev-

n

Security forces on patrol in Tappal, Aligarh, on Sunday. Markets
were closed amid tension over a child’s murder.

Saturday…,” said district magistrate Chandra Bhushan Singh.
He said many people were on
their way from Haryana and
other places to Tappal for the
Mahapanchayat unaware of the
four arrests. “But they were
informed about the arrests and
asked to go back. No Mahapanchayat was organised.”
Markets in Tappal remained
closed on Sunday as security for-

ANI

ces patrolled the streets. “Two
companies each of RAF and PAC
were deployed and entry points to
Tappal were placed under vigil.
Those who reached Tappal border were apprised of the situation
and they returned,” said police
superintendent Mahilal Patidar.
A group of youths moved
towards Tappal raising slogans
demanding that the accused be
hanged.

SEVEN POLICEMEN SUSPENDED

Minor’s body found in sewer

en-year-old girl was found in
Uttar Pradesh’s Jalaun on Sunday, fuelling suspicion that she
might have been raped before
being murdered, police officials
familiar with the matter said.
Jalaun superintendent of
police (SP) Swami Prasad said a
case of murder has been registered and the girl’s father has
named two of his neighbours,
with whom he had personal
enmity, in the complaint. He
added that the girl’s body has
been sent for a post-mortem
examination. “We are waiting for
the autopsy report. We will add
additional charges if it is established that the girl was sexually
assaulted,” a police official said
on the condition of anonymity.
According to FIR, the girl had
gone to play on Friday evening
but did not return home.

HT Correspondent

GORAKHPUR: Six men dragged a

12-year-old girl out of her home
and allegedly raped her following
an altercation with her family in
Uttar Pradesh’s Kushinagar district on Friday, police said on
Sunday. The suspects thrashed
the girl’s family members when
they tried to save her, the police
added.
A first information report
(FIR) has been lodged against six
suspects, who have been identified as Veeru Yadav, Niteesh
Kumar, Jaiveer Prasad, Mukhtar
Prasad, Chandan Prasad, and
Gautam Prasad. Mukhtar Prasad
and Niteesh Kumar were on the
run while the rest have been
arrested.
According to the police, the
incident took place in a village in
the Ahirouli Bazar police station
area on Friday evening.
The police said Veeru Yadav
and Niteesh Kumar had an altercation with the girl’s family over
the construction of a drain on Friday morning. The locals tried to

is any specific complaint against
the police we will certainly look
into it.” A local TMC leader
accused of ordering the attacks
he was not present at the spot.
The TMC leadership has alleged
that BJP workers killed Mollah
and six party supporters have
gone missing.
Late in the evening, tension
again rose in the area after the
BJP team tried to come to Kolkata with the bodies of Pradip and
Sukanta Mondal and cremate
them on Monday at the party
headquarters in Kolkata. Police
stopped the convoy at Malancha
intersection but the cars managed to get past the barricades.
Police set up a second blockade
at Basanti and blocked the convoy.
At Basanti, when police told
Ghosh that he would not be
allowed to take the bodies to
Kolkata, BJP workers collected
logs and set up pyres, saying the
cremation would take place on
the highway. The impasse continued for around an hour, after
which the BJP leaders decided to
move towards Kolkata and the
bodies were sent back to Dhanipara. BJP declared that a 12-hour
bandh will be observed in Basirhat on Monday.

RAPE
SUSPECTED

Hemendra Chaturvedi
n
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MINISTER’S REMARK FANS ROW
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GONDA:Uttar Pradesh minister and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader Upendra
Tiwari on Sunday said that
“rape has its nature” and
women often file rape complaints after being in a relationship for years, which he
said was different from
sexual assault on a minor.
“Rape has its nature. If a
minor girl is sexually
assaulted we will consider it
a rape. But sometimes we

resolve the issue before the two
along with the four others barged
into the girl’s house later in the
day and took the girl away after
beating her family.
The suspects later allegedly
raped the girl.
Kushinagar police superintendent, R N Mishra, said the FIR
has been filed under Indian Penal
Code’s sections 376 (rape), 147
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BHOPAL:A 10-year-old girl in Madhya Pradesh capital Bhopal was
allegedly raped and murdered
and then dumped in a sewer near
her house, police said on Sunday.
Seven personnel, including an
assistant sub-inspector, were
suspended on charges of dereliction of duty after the girl’s family
complained that the police did
not act promptly.
The police deployed a contingent in the area where tension is
palpable. The police said the
girl’s post-mortem report suggested that she was strangulated
after the rape. She went missing
on Saturday.

THE POLICE SAID THE
POST-MORTEM REPORT
SUGGESTED THAT THE
GIRL WAS STRANGLED
AFTER THE RAPE
The accused was identified as
Vishnu, a labourer who lives as a
tenant in the neighbourhood.
The girl’s father had helped the
accused rent the house, the
police said.
“Vishnu absconded after the
incident and his mobile location
was traced near Ujjain and later
near Khandwa [his native district] on Sunday. Twenty teams
of police personnel have been

formed...to track him down,”
said Irshad Wali, the deputy
inspector general of police, Bhopal.
Residents, including the girl’s
relatives, staged a demonstration outside Kamla Nagar police
station, alleging laxity on the
part of the police.
The girl’s father too alleged
police inaction. “I called Dial 100
around 8pm on Saturday night,
but police personnel did not file a
report. Some police personnel
came to my house around 11pm
on Saturday only after the intervention of the local corporator....then a report was lodged.”
Newly elected member of parliament Pragya Thakur visited
the house of the victim.

(rioting), 354 (assault with intent
to outrage modesty), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 506 (criminal
intimidation), 452 (trespass) and
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act.
“The girl has been sent for
medical test,” the SP said. He
added a manhunt has been
launched to arrest the two
accused, who are on the run.

MODI IN TIRUPATI

n

Prime Minister Narendra Modi (centre) with Andhra Pradesh governor ESL Narasimhan (left) and
chief minister Jagan Mohan Reddy (right) at Lord Venkateswara temple at Tirumala in Tirupati on
Sunday. Following his two-day visit to the Maldives and Sri Lanka, Modi landed at the Renigunta
Airport near the temple town of Tirupati from Colombo on Sunday afternoon.
PTI

In Wayanad, Rahul accuses central
govt of bias against non-BJP states
Press Trust of India
n
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THIRUVAMBADY/MUKKAM(KERALA):

Congress president Rahul Gandhi Sunday accused the Centre
under PM Narendra Modi of
according step-motherly treatment to the states not ruled by the
BJP, which he dubbed as a party
“blinded by hate and anger”.
The Congress president made
the allegations, doubting Modi’s
remarks on Saturday that Kerala
from where the BJP won no Lok
Sabha seat, was as dear to him as
his Lok Sabha seat Varanasi.
Winding up his three-day
thanksgiving visit to the Wayanad Lok Sabha constituency from
where he was elected in the
recent polls, Rahul Gandhi said
the BJP viewed those not following the RSS ideology as non-Indians and vowed to fight out the
alleged bias.
Addressing people during his
roadshows, Rahul Gandhi said
Modi divided Indians for which
the country will have to pay the
price. “I do not expect the prime
minister to safeguard Kerala’s
interest. I know from my experi-

n

Congress president Rahul Gandhi meets V Rajamma at PWD rest
house at Kalpetta in Wayanad, Kerala. Rajamma was the nurse on
duty at the time of Rahul’s birth at Holy Cross Hospital in New Delhi
HT PHOTO
in 1970.

ence that the prime minister
views the BJP-ruled states differently from the states ruled by the
Congress or other parties.”
“I know the prime minister
will not treat Kerala the same
way he treats Uttar Pradesh
because the CPI(M) is ruling here.
He can come here and say whatever he wants,” he said, referring

to Modi’s speech at Guruvayur in
Kerala Saturday.
After offering prayers at the
famous Sri Krishna temple, Modi
Saturday said the Bharatiya Janata Party was not working for
mere electoral politics, but was
working to ensure that India gets
its place of pride in the international arena.

No new Nipah case in Kerala: Health ministry
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHPURAM: With no

HT Correspondent

hear that married women,
who are 30-35 years old, are
raped. That is different…,”
Tiwari said in Hindi while
talking to reporters.
The state minister said
that women should complain about a sexual assault
when it happens and “not
after years”. He added that
the chief minister Yogi Adityanath-led state government has ensured that strict
action is taken against those
who commit crimes against
women and children.
(With agency inputs)

new Nipah Virus Infection case
reported from Kerala, the
experts are now focusing on
determining the primary source
of infection. The experts from the
National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune, have lifted blood
samples from three pigs and
about 30 bats from Thodupuzha
(Idukki district) in the state.
“Since there is no other case
reported so far, there is a possibility that it was a case of animalto-human transmission. However, at this stage it is a mere conjecture and it needs to be
established with evidence. The
experts on ground are trying to
establish the source,” said a senior health ministry official,
requesting anonymity.

n

This is second year in a row that Nipah Virus Infection has been
reported from the state.
PTI FILE

The expert team rushed on
ground comprises a physician
from department of medicine,
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi, a neurologist from NIMHANS, Bengaluru,
a virologist from NIV’s Alleppey

branch in Kerala, a public health
expert and a microbiologist from
National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), Delhi and an entomologist (insect expert) from
NCDC’s Kozhikode branch.
Meanwhile, the clinical condi-

tion of the 23-year-old patient
who tested positive for the infection, is improving.
Eight patients are still in the
isolation ward and seven of them
were found negative for the
Nipah Virus. The sample from
the 8th patient is being tested in
the point of Care (POC) lab.
Four other people from the
isolation were discharged on Friday as their symptoms
improved.
“There’s no new case, and the
centre is supporting the Kerala
state government in management and containment of the situation,” said Union health minister Harsh Vardhan, in a statement.
This is second year in a row
that Nipah Virus Infection has
been reported from the state.
Last year, 17 people died and 18
were infected with the disease.
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Fresh charges filed against
journalist for post on UP CM
n

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Police added fresh

n

Monsoon clouds over Vellayani Lake in Punchakkari in Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram district on Sunday. The monsoon hit the Kerala coast
on Saturday after a week-long delay.
VIVEK R NAIR /HT PHOTO

Cyclonic storm building
over Arabian sea: IMD
CAUSE FOR CONCERN Low-pressure area may stall monsoon, farmers could be affected
Jayashree Nandi
n

HEATWAVE PERSISTS IN RAJASTHAN

letters@hindustantimes.com

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A low-pressure area

was on Sunday formed over the
south-east Arabian Sea adjoining
Lakshadweep that could stall the
monsoon advancement a day
after it hit Kerala, the India Meteorological Department (IMD)
said.
It is likely to intensify into a
depression in the next two days
over south-east and adjoining
east-central Arabian Sea. Thereafter, it is likely to move northnorthwestwards and intensify
into a cyclonic storm after a day,
the IMD said.
The low pressure area is likely
to sap moisture and stall monsoon advancement to the rest of
peninsular India in the next
week. Farmers in parts of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana will have to
delay sowing to factor in the slowdown in monsoon advancement.
“If the low-pressure system
moves north-westwards, then the
monsoon will weaken. In that
case, delay in sowing is advisable.
If there is no rain after sowing,
then the seeds will go bad. Dry
crops like sorghum can be sown if
there is a forecast for rain in the

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR:There was no let up in
heatwave conditions in
parts of Rajasthan on Sunday, with Sri Ganganagar
being the hottest place in the
state at 48.5 degrees Celsius,
the meteorological department said.
Churu and Kota reeled
under severe heat with each
recording a maximum temperature of 48.3 degrees Celsius. Bikaner, Jaisalmer
and Jodhpur recorded a
high of 48.1, 47 and 46.2
degree Celsius, respec-

next couple of days after sowing,”
said IMD’s senior scientist K K
Singh.
Under the influence of this lowpressure system, IMD is expecting strong winds gusting to 55
kmph over south-east and adjoining Lakshadweep, east-central
Arabian Sea, Kerala, and Karnataka coasts till June 10.
Sea conditions are likely to be
rough and fishermen have been

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MP Nishikant Dubey
Sunday said the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which investigates crimes related to money
laundering, should be shifted
from the ministry of finance to
Home. The MP said that he has
written a letter to the PM in this
regard. Dubey said that in his
letter, he has contended that
most of the cases registered
under Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA) are for those
offences which come under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) or Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act or
the Arms Act and others.

Son of Tamil Nadu BJP
shouts anti-party slogans
CHENNAI: Son of Tamil Nadu unit
of Bharatiya Janata Party president Tamilisai Sounderrarajan
raised slogans against her and the
saffron party while the leader
was briefing press at Chennai
airport on Sunday. Tamilisai was
about to leave for Trichy for a
private function. During her
interaction with mediapersons,
her son Suganathan started
shouting the slogans against BJP
and his mother Tamilisai. She said
the incident happened due to a
tussle with her son. “We have
problems in our family, my son is
quarrelling with me,” she said.

Eight killed, four injured
in Kerala accident
PALAKKAD: Eight people travelling in an ambulance were killed
when the vehicle collided with a
fish laden mini truck at Thannisserry in the district on Sunday,
police said. The ambulance driver
was among the deceased, they
said. A total of 12 people were
there in the ambulance.

A LOTTERY FOR WATER

n

Women draw lots to fetch water from a community well at Eswari Nagar in Pallavaram
municipality of Chennai on Sunday. In many parts of Tamil Nadu, people are chosen to fetch
water through a draw of lots as the state is reeling due to a severe water shortage.

PTI

Jean Baptiste Lemoyne

French foreign
minister to visit
India today
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: French minister of

state for foreign affairs Jean
Baptiste Lemoyne will make an
official visit to India on Monday
to deepen the bilateral strategic
partnership in order to build a
more stable world order.
Lemoyne is the first French
minister to visit New Delhi after
the formation of the new Indian
government and the trip will
“acknowledge the reinforcement of the Indo-French
relationship and will lay
the groundwork for” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to France for the G7 Summit
in Biarritz in August, said a
statement from the French
embassy.
During his visit, Lemoyne
will call on external affairs minister S Jaishankar. “The meeting will focus on the further
deepening of the Indo-French
strategic partnership and its
contribution to a more stable
and sustainable world governance,” the statement said.
Lemoyne will also meet minister of state for external affairs
V Muraleedharan and minister
of state for commerce and industry Hardeep Puri to discuss
bilateral trade, investment and
cooperation in the field of urban
affairs.
Lemoyne will also visit the
Alliance Française in Delhi and
interact with Indian alumni of
French higher education institutions in the fields of business
administration, engineering
and design and students of the
Alliance Française. He will also
attend a lunch hosted by the
Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) and interact with top
Indian business leaders.

LEMOYNE WILL MEET
MINISTER OF STATE FOR
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
V MURALEEDHARAN AND
MINISTER OF STATE FOR
COMMERCE TO DISCUSS
BILATERAL TRADE

ELECTORAL PLANS

MULAYAM RUSHED
TO UP HOSPITAL,
CONDITION STABLE

BJP MP wants ED to be
under home ministry

advised against venturing into
the sea in these areas.
Wind speed is likely to increase
gradually and become squally
gusting to 75 kmph over east-central and adjoining south-east
Arabian Sea on June 11.
“The wind speed is very likely
to increase further becoming gale
wind gusting to 90 kmph over
east-central and adjoining northeast Arabian Sea on June 12 and

The SSP said the FIR against
Kanojia was earlier registered
under Section 500 of the IPC (defamation) and Section 66 of the IT
Act (computer-related offences)
at Hazratganj police station on
Friday night. But police did not
provide any corroborative evidence about the new sections, or
whether a magistrate had signed
off on the defamation charge,
mandatory because Section 500 is
a non-cognisable offence.
Separately, Noida city magistrate Shailendra Mishra issued
an order to seal for two months
the premises of Nation Live, a day
after Ishika Singh, channel head
and Anuj Shukla, editor, were
arrested for broadcasting a video
of a Kanpur-based woman making allegations against the CM.
“The incident could have led to
serious law and order problems
in the future. So it is very important to take concrete action
against the channel and in order
to stop immediate broadcast, the
premises in sector 65 will be
sealed for two months starting
June 9,” said magistrate’s order.

Besides Singh and Shukla, two
others were booked for allegedly
carrying ‘unverified’ content.
“Two of the [other] accused are
absconding at the moment and
we are working on locating and
arresting them,” said senior
superintendent of police Vaibhav
Krishna. While one of them is an
anchor, the other is a lawyer.
Officials said that documents
showed the channel had a licence
for ‘Network 10’ and not ‘Nation
Live’, making it illegal. A separate case was registered under
various sections of the IPC.
The arrests continued to spark
outrage for a second day with
many activists and lawyers saying the police action muzzled free
speech. “The police action is highhanded, arbitrary and amounts
to an authoritarian misuse of
laws,” the Editors Guild said.
Senior lawyer and Congress
leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi
urged the Allahabad HC to take
suo-motu cognizance of the matter. “The detention of Prashant
Kanojia for posting a video which
fell foul of actors of state government is illegal and a miscarriage
of justice,” he tweeted.
“We express our collective outrage at the manner in which Prashant Kanojia, Ishita Singh and
Anuj Shuklahave been arrested
by UP Police,” Indian Women’s
Press Corps, Press Club of India,
South Asian Women in the Media
Press Association said in a joint
statement.

CPI(M) blames LS poll Mumbai police told
loss on external factors to expedite probe JD(U) to go solo in four states,

shortstories

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi Party
founder and former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav was admitted to Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute of
Medical Sciences in Lucknow on
Sunday due to high levels of
blood sugar. Speaking on condition of anonymity, doctors
familiar with the matter said the
79-year-old’s condition was
stable. Mulayam, who the 2019
Lok Sabha elections from Manipuri, was visited by his brother
Shivpal Singh Yadav and former
state minister Ahmad Hasan, at
the hospital.

tively. The mercury settled
at 45.8 degrees Celsius each
in Jaipur and Ajmer, the
weather department said.
Heatwave conditions are
likely to prevail in many places, while severe heatwave
conditions will prevail at
isolated pockets in western
Rajasthan and at few places
in eastern parts of the state
in the next 24 hours, it said.
The MeT department has
also predicted a dust storm
or a thunderstorm, accompanied by light rains and
gusty winds of 30-40 kmph,
at isolated places in the
state.

become 90-100 kmph gusting to
110 kmph over north Arabian Sea
on June 13,” an IMD update said.
Sea is likely to be very rough
near Gujarat and Maharashtra
coasts on June 12 and 13 and fishermen in these states have been
cautioned against venturing into
the sea.
“When there is wind flow from
the southern hemisphere during
monsoon towards the north,
sometimes there is cyclonic vorticity [rotational winds]. The
current low-pressure area is a
result of that. Due to its advancement north north-westwards,
monsoon advancement will be
retarded. It may revive gradually
only after the system fizzles
out completely,” said Sunita
Devi, another senior scientist at
IMD.
Over the next one day, conditions are favourable for monsoon
advance into remaining parts of
South Arabian Sea, Lakshadweep, Kerala, parts of Tamil
Nadu and northeastern states,
according to IMD.
After monsoon hit Kerala on
Saturday, many parts of the state
and Lakshadweep received good
rainfall. Alappuzha in Kerala, for
example, received over 7 mm
rainfall.

charges on Sunday against Delhibased freelance journalist Prashant Kanojia, who was arrested
for allegedly sharing an objectionable post on Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
on social media.
Police also sealed the premises
of a private television news channel in Noida for allegedly running
without a licence, a day after
arresting its chief and editor, also
for broadcasting content allegedly defaming Adityanath.
The police action has sparked
outrage in media circles, and the
Editors Guild of India on Sunday
criticised what it described as the
“authoritarian misuse of laws”.
Kanojia last week shared a
video of a Kanpur-based woman
making allegations against Adityanath. He was picked up from
his Delhi home on Saturday
morning and sent to jail in the
evening. The aforementioned
woman has also been arrested.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) of Lucknow, Kalanidhi Naithani, said the initial
probe provided evidence against
Kanojia under Section 505 of IPC
for making, publishing or circulating false statements, report or
rumour and under Section 67 of
the Information Technology Act
for transmitting obscene material in electronic form.

THE POLICE ACTION HAS
SPARKED OUTRAGE IN
MEDIA CIRCLES, AND
THE EDITORS GUILD OF
INDIA DESCRIBED IT AS
THE ‘AUTHORITARIAN
MISUSE OF LAWS’
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Naveen Patnaik

Patnaik in Delhi,
all eyes on deputy
Speaker nominee
for Lok Sabha
Saubhadra Chatterji
n

letters@hindustantimes.com
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NEW DELHI: Odisha chief minister
Naveen Patnaik reached Delhi on
Sunday amid speculations that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
might offer the post of deputy
Speaker in the Lok Sabha to his
party Biju Janata Dal (BJD).
A BJD leader said Patnaik is
scheduled to meet Modi on June
10. “It would be a courtesy call.
Patnaik may raise some issues
related to Odisha. The two leaders enjoy excellent equations and
they can discuss many issues,”
said a senior BJD leader.
The convention of the Lok
Sabha for the past many years
has been that while the ruling
side appoints their own MP as the
Speaker, it offers the deputy
Speaker’s role to the Opposition
camp. “There is no rule that the
deputy Speaker must be from the
Opposition bench. It was a courtesy was first shown by the Janata Party government in 1977
when the post went to Congress’s
MP Godey Murahari,” a senior
minister, also a member of the
Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs, said.
“BJP is unlikely to give it to the
Congress just as it didn’t give the
post to the BJP in 2004. Chances
are high that either BJD or
YRSCP gets the post. While BJD
has senior, experienced MPs,
YRSCP MPs lack the experience,”
the minister cited above said.
BJD leaders, however, said
that Patnaik will not demand any
such posts for the party. “If only
BJP offers the post, Patnaik
might consider it. Patnaik has
never shown any interest to
become a player at the nationallevel. He is content being Odisha
CM,” a BJD leader familiar with
the matter said.

NEWDELHI:The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) has blamed all
but itself for its disastrous Lok
Sabha election performance in
the party’s first comprehensive
review of the 2019 Lok Sabha election. The party has now asked for
another review—to be conducted
over three months—on how the
tasks cut out in its 2015 plenum
has been implemented.
In the three day-long meeting
of the Central Committee that
ended on Sunday, the party leaders talked about Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi’s candidature
from Wayanad, Sabarimala temple controversy, media’s role,
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee’s style of politics, Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s outreach and the Bharatiya Janata Party’s money power
among the factors that swung the
Left’s voters away.
“In Kerala and Tripura, our
slogan was to defeat the BJP. But
our voters felt that only the Congress can do so. As Rahul Gandhi
went to Wayanad, thousands of
demoralised Congress workers
in Kerala got charged up,” said a
senior leader of the CPI(M).
For West Bengal, the comrades
discussed how, in the last nine
years, the party became dysfunctional. “As many as 84,000 false
cases have been slapped against
workers by the TMC government. Our people got killed, we
didn’t get places to meet but

PARTY LEADERS LISTED
SABARIMALA
CONTROVERSY, TMC’S
POLITICS AMONG
FACTORS THAT SWUNG
LEFT’S VOTERS AWAY
Banerjee allowed the RSS to
work,” said another member of
the Central Committee.
Bengal leaders also blamed the
media for playing up the “Trinamool-BJP binary”. According to
party insiders, many leaders said
media reports hardly mentioned
the CPI(M). It affected a large
number of party supporters who
shifted to the BJP to teach the Trinamool a lesson.
In the recent Lok Sabha polls,
the Left parties reached its lowest
ever tally of six MPs—a pale
shadow of their best performance
of 61 in 2004. In its former citadel
of Bengal, the CPI(M) drew a
blank and won just one seat in
Kerala, a state it is in power.
The meeting also saw fireworks as some leaders of Kerala
and Tripura tried to blame party
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury for giving an impression
in the run-up to the polls that the
party will support a Congress-led
government. This positioning
shifted votes to the Congress.
Yechury, however, turned the
tables and said the Kerala government’s handling of the Sabarimala issue led to erosion of the
Left votes.

into doctor’s suicide

will fight Bihar polls as NDA ally

Press Trust of India
n
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n
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NEW DELHI: A National Commis-

sion for Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
team has met Mumbai Police officials and the management of the
BYL Nair Hospital regarding the
Payal Tadvi suicide case and
demanded that the probe into the
matter be expedited.
The team, led by NCST chairman Nand Kumar Sai, also met
Tadvi’s family Saturday.
“The NCST has demanded that
the probe by the Crime Branch
into the case be completed as soon
as possible... Even the post-mortem report has not been released
yet,” Sai told PTI on Sunday.
“It’s not clear yet whether it’s
suicide or murder. The matter is
under investigation. Let the postmortem report come out,” he
added.
Tadvi, 26, a second-year gynaecology student of TN Topiwala
National Medical College, allegedly committed suicide in her
hostel room on May 22.
Her family alleged that three of
her seniors at the BYL Nair Hospital, to which the medical college
is attached, taunted and hurled
casteist slurs at her as she
belonged to a Scheduled Tribe.
The accused have been booked
under the Scheduled Castes
and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, Anti-Ragging Act, IT
Act and Section 306 (abetment
to suicide) of the Indian Penal
Code.

PATNA: Bihar’s ruling Janata Dal

(United) on Sunday announced it
would contest the forthcoming
assembly elections in Jharkhand, Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, and Haryana on its own.
The announcement was made
at the party’s national executive
meet even as the JD (U) underlined it would contest elections in
Bihar due next year as part of the
National Democratic Alliance,
which includes the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and Lok Janshakti Party (LJP).
It came a week after Bihar
chief minister Nitish Kumar
inducted eight JD (U) lawmakers
in the state government. The
induction followed JD (U)’s decision against joining Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s new government after it was offered just one
berth in his council of ministers.
The Bihar cabinet expansion
led to speculation about a possible rift between the JD(U) and the
BJP even as both parties
appeared to play down the issue.
Kumar had said the BJP will
induct a minister from its quota
later.
The JD (U)’s announcement on
Sunday came after a four-hour
meet even as BJP seeks to retain
power in Jharkhand and Haryana and to wrest Delhi and make
inroads into Jammu and Kashmir. The four states are expected

PARTY DISTANCES ITSELF FROM
KISHOR’S ACTIVITIES IN BENGAL
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The Janata Dal
(United) on Sunday distanced itself from party
vice-president Prashant
Kishor’s decision to help
West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee.
“The JD(U) has no connection with Kishor’s professional firm. Nobody
questioned when he (Kishor) worked for Jagan
Mohan Reddy in Andhra
Pradesh. The JD(U) wants
Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress (TMC) to
lose West Bengal,” said
JD(U) general secretary KC
Tyagi after the national
executive meeting here.

to go to polls over the next year.
The JD (U) won 16 out of the 17
Lok Sabha seats it contested in
Bihar in alliance with the BJP
and LJP.
Kumar has insisted that everything within the NDA in Bihar
was good, but a section of the
party leaders believe the JD(U)
announcement about strengthening its organisation in other
states and fight elections on its

While Kishor, a pollstrategist, accompanied
Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar at the meeting, he
did not offer any explanation. On Saturday, Nitish
Kumar had stated that Kishor would explain the reason for his firm’s association with the Bengal CM.
“Kishor is doing well in
the party in accordance
with the role he has been
assigned,” Tyagi said.
Many in the opposition
had speculated that the
Bharatiya Janata Party is
not happy with Kishor’s
intervention in West Bengal to help TMC, as the saffron party is set to contest
against Banerjee in the
assembly elections in 2021.

own hinted once again a growing
divide between the two parties.
JD (U) spokesman, K C Tyagi,
rubbished speculation about dissent within NDA. He added
Kumar declined the BJP’s offer to
join the Narendra Modi government. “JD (U) will continue to
extend its outside support to the
government and remain with it
on all policy issues to be taken up
in the Parliament,” said Tyagi.

SIAM urges govt to follow practical approach on electric vehicles
Anisha Dutta
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:The government must

follow a practical approach in
bringing electric mobility without “needlessly” disrupting the
automotive industry, apex body
of automobile manufacturers
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) said in a
statement on Sunday.
A roadmap is required for an
electric vehicle rollout over a
practical timeframe along with
an integrated plan for setting up
the necessary infrastructure

across the country, in consultation with all stakeholders, SIAM
president Rajan Wadhera said.
The statement has come in the
backdrop of government thinktank Niti Aayog’s proposal of
making it mandatory for all commercial cars to be electric from
April 2026.
“The automotive industry,
today, is facing multiple challenges of leapfrogging to BS VI emission norms, complying with
many new safety norms etc, in the
shortest timeframe ever
attempted in the world. This is
engaging the focused attention of

the industry and involving huge
investments of the order of
~70,000-80,000 crores. Even before
this investment is recovered, as
per media reports, the Government is proposing to ban sales of
ICE-based three wheelers within
a short time frame of 2023 and to
ban sales of less than 150 cc twowheelers by 2025. This seems
impractical as well as untimely,”
Wadhera said.
He added that the automotive
industry has been a staunch supporter of Make in India. The
industry’s turnover is close to
half of the manufacturing GDP,

A ROADMAP IS REQUIRED
FOR AN ELECTRIC
VEHICLE ROLLOUT IN
CONSULTATION WITH ALL
STAKEHOLDERS, SIAM
PRESIDENT SAID
while providing 37 million jobs
and contributing 11% of the GST
revenues of the country, he said.
“It also supports a host of manufacturing and services industries. Overall the auto industry is
perhaps the only real success

story of India’s manufacturing. It
is imperative that this success
story is not affected by undue
haste in banning mature automotive technologies within the next
five-six years in the hope that
evolving EV technologies will
fully replace the demand within
that such a short period,” he said.
Niti Aayog had also suggested
to mandate all two-wheelers sold
for commercial purposes to be
electric from April 2023.
Wadhera said such policies
would adversely affect the
world’s leading two/threewheeler industry and not help in

making EVs acceptable to the
customer and the market.
“In current scenario, any policy to accelerate transition to
EVS would lead to a policy
induced disruption which could
result in damage to the auto
industry and spell a big blow to
the overall ecosystem of these
MSMEs, with its related impact
on employment,” he added.
The Union minister of road
transport and highways Nitin
Gadkari is learnt to have called
for a consultation involving all
stakeholders, according to officials aware of the development.
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straightforward

Creating a stable
neighbourhood Let’s keep language out of politics
SHASHI SHEKHAR

India must see Bimstec as a step
towards global prominence

The caravan of languages will continue to move
forward; we don’t need politicians to guide us

B

T

y both word and deed, the new Narendra Modi government has signalled its determination to double
down on its neighbourhood policy. The prime minister invited the heads of the Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooper-

ation (Bimstec) for his inauguration
along with the president of Mauritius.

ourtake

Mr Modi has kicked off his second-term
foreign policy with visits to the Maldives and Sri Lanka while
external affairs minister S Jaishankar has gone to Bhutan. The
foreign minister also outlined a regional policy that would operate on several layers. New Delhi would seek to promote Bimstec
as the primary multilateral body for South Asia, escaping the
Pakistan bottleneck that has crippled the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc). With his trip to the Maldives, the prime minister will have made a full state visit to all of
India’s smaller neighbours.
A stable neighbourhood has been at the top of India’s foreign
policy goals since independence. But it is a policy that has struggled. The Pakistan problem has repeatedly sucked the oxygen

he morning of September 2012 is
still fresh in my mind. Hindi lovers from all over the world had
gatheredin Johannesburg.I was
presiding overthemediasession
of the 10th World Hindi Conference.ManiShankarAiyarwasthechiefguest.
In his speech, Aiyar had said that nothing
couldbeasgoodasapersonfromBihararrivinginavillageinTamilNaduandpeoplethere
asking him in Hindi, “Bhai kaise ho?” Similarly, if a Tamilian were to go to a village in
Bihar and be asked, “Neeng epdi irikel?”
TherearetworeasonswhyIstillremember
thosemoments-firstthatIrealisedthatAiyar
wasabsolutelyrightinwhathewassaying.He
isfromTamilNadu(TN) thoughhewas born
inLahore.BesidesTamilandHindi,heisconversant in Punjabi and Urdu. How I wish,
other Indians knew one or more Indian language besides their mother tongue.
After the session, young people emerged
from the crowd and asked me where Mani
ShankarAiyarwas.OneaskedwhyAiyarfelt
Hindi speakers should know Tamil. I asked
what their response would be if a Tamil
speaker spoke in Hindi. They said it was the
duty of every citizen to know Hindi.
In 1937, when the government was formed
in Madras Presidency, C Rajagopalachari
made the use of Hindi mandatory in schools.

Periyar and many pro-Tamil leaders were
vocalintheirprotest.Themovementbecame
violent. The police had to use force in many
placesandsomeliveswere lost.Fromthenon,
Tamil parties have resented Hindi.
Our Parliament was also affected. After
much debate, the Official Language Resolutionwaspassedin1968.Aspertheresolution,
Hindi-speaking states had to teach an Indian
language besides Hindi, and in non-Hindi
speaking states, Hindi was to be taught
besides English and the local or regional language. This three-language formula was
accepted by everyone but TN was adamant.
In 1971, when I took admission in the 6th
standard,Iwasgiventhreeoptionsforlanguages. Telugu, Kannada or Bangla? We lived in
TagoretowninAllahabadthosedayswherea
large number of Bengalis lived. I opted for
Bangla and for the next three years I got the
opportunity to understand the language.
While writing these lines I can proudly say
thatthisalsoawakenedaninterestinreading
the immortal literature of Bengal.
Nowwecometothepresentday.Whenthe
Central government saw the resentment
increasing,itexplainedthatitdidnotwantto
impose Hindi on anyone. Politics has always
followed the policy of one step forward two
steps backasfaraslanguagesareconcerned.
When the Hindi-speakers of our generation

out of the policy, with minimal rewards. New Delhi has been perceived with suspicion by many of the other countries, fuelled in

n

In 1937, C Rajagopalachari made the use of
FILE PHOTO
Hindi mandatory in schools

were growing up, Lohiya had launched the
‘angrezihatao’(removeEnglish)movement.
Manypeople boycottedEnglish.Itfeltgoodto
hear that if Soviet Russia, China, France or
Germany could progress so much without
English,thenIndiatoocouldgrowwithHindi.
But this only damaged us. Hindi speakers
faced difficulties in getting employment and
foundthemselvesatadisadvantage onmany
otherfrontsbecausetheydidn’tknowEnglish
well.Inexactlythesameway, Tamilspeakers
facedmoreproblemsthanpeoplefromKarnataka or unified Andhra Pradesh when they
cametoDelhioranyotherpartofthecountry.
We should love our own language, but if we

close the doors on other languages, we are
shutting out so much knowledge.
The census of 2011 is an eye-opener. In the
beginningofthatdecade,thenumberofHindi
speakers and those who could understand
Hindi was over 52 crores. This number
increased by 10 crores from 2001 to 2011. The
biggestreasonfortheincreasewhichwillcontinue is that people are now moving on to the
emerging metropolitan cities in search of
employmentopportunities.Accordingtothe
previousdata,thenumberofpeoplespeaking
Hindi, Oriya and Assamese in the southern
regions has increased by 33%. Clearly, after
commercial activities increased in the cities
ofHyderabad,Bengaluru,ChennaiandSurat,
people from the east and north have started
coming and settling down in these cities.
One aspect which is often forgotten is the
contribution of our Bollywood films. Hindi
filmswhichareproducedinMumbai,consideredtobeaHindi-speakingcityhaveplayeda
significant role in spreading the language all
over the country. There was a time when we
knew of actors like Rajinikanth, Mohan Lal,
Rekha,HemaMalini orSridevionlythrough
thesefilms.Nowwiththechangingtimes,the
cinema from the south has also been becoming popular. Baahubali was dubbed in Hindi
and it broke all box office records.
It’sclearthatthecaravanoflanguageshas
moved forward like this and will continue to
do so. Indians don’t really need politicians to
guide us on this.
Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan
The views expressed are personal

Children will not learn in
a hegemonised system

G E N D E R D I S C R I M I N AT I O N

part by its occasionally short-sighted interventions in their
affairs. India has since become more generous in its attitudes to
its eastern and maritime neighbours. It will move away from
petty demands for reciprocity. Thanks to China’s inroads, New

They must have access to a curriculum that has their
own knowledge systems recognised and represented

Delhi has recognised the dangers of a poorly interlinked region.
Bimstec is an important overlay to the neighbourhood policy.
India has practised a protectionist trade policy for decades,
ensuring that its Bay of Bengal neighbours have tended to look

JANAKI
RAJAN

elsewhere for their external economic relations. Bimstec’s policy past has been as awkward and unmemorable as its name
implies. Over the coming years, it must be transformed into a
genuine free trade and investment agreement. It should be seen
as a test of India’s ambitions to be a leading power. If India cannot

T

harness the Bay of Bengal region firmly to its own trajectory, it
can hardly aspire to have a lasting influence on any other part of
the world.

§
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TheCongressmustrevive
itselfinTelanganaandAP
Foracomeback,itmust focuson areas
whereitstillhasasubstantialvoteshare

T

he decision of 12 of the 19 Congress MLAs in Telangana
to merge with the ruling Telangana Rashtra Samithi

Prisons were clearly designed, keeping in mind only male inmates. The concept of having
women inmates, accompanied at times by their children, came at a much later stage. Prison
HT
authorities are yet to accept having a separate library for women inmates

Prisons must do more to
help their women inmates
Once the punishment is accorded by the court of the law,
the next step is healing. But where will that come from?
VARTIKA
NANDA

(TRS) is the latest crisis facing India’s Grand Old Party
in the Telugu-speaking states. The Congress, which

polled 29.5% votes in Telangana in the recent Lok Sabha (LS)
polls and won three of the 17 seats in the state, had emerged as the
main opposition party. The BJP got only 19.5% of the votes indicating a wider support base for Congress.
After a disastrous performance in the assembly polls held six
months earlier in which it won a mere 19 of the 119 assembly
seats, one would have assumed that the Congress would work
towards consolidating its position in the state, following the surprisingly good performance in the LS polls. The absence of a
strong regional level leadership, factionalism and rampant
infighting combined with the Central leadership’s neglect of
party affairs has led to this predicament. With murmurs of one
or two more of the remaining six MLAs looking for exit options,

the Congress in Telangana is looking at a bleak future. In the
other Telugu state of Andhra Pradesh, it has polled fewer votes
than None of The Above (NOTA). Historically, the Congress has
never recovered in any state where its vote share has fallen
below 20%. So a revival in AP looks difficult, if not impossible.
The Congress must remember that both UPA 1 and UPA 2
were made possible because of the support the party had traditionally received in the (then undivided) Telugu states. In the
2004 general elections, of the 145 seats the Congress won, 29 came
from AP. This rose to 33 of the 206 it won in 2009. While the decision by a substantial portion of legislators to split and merge with
the TRS is a recent development, the crisis had been brewing for
months. If the Congress is looking at a national revival, it should
focus on states like Telangana where it still has a substantial vote
share. Not doing that would be foolhardy.

W

ith my experience of visiting
several jails across India to
study prison reforms, I have
seen that the struggles behind
bars are not really in the public domain. In
an informal meeting with NHRC member,
Justice Prafulla Chandra Pant, I made two
suggestions. One, to make libraries a compulsory part of women’s prisons; and two,
introduce outdoor games for them.
A few months ago, a prison officer from
Maharashtra shared with me the condition
of women inmates in one prison where they
are confined in a mini-enclosure. The result
of this living condition is that now most of
these women can barely walk more than 500
metres.
In India, there are only 18 jails exclusively for women. Everywhere else,
women’s prisons are a part of the main
prison where male inmates are lodged.
While male inmates are introduced to outdoor games like badminton, basketball and
cricket, women inmates are confined to narrow spaces with just the very basic minimum facilities.
This results in poor physical and mental
health. While male inmates even participate
in tournaments regularly organised
between them and the prison staff, women
are left with little or no choices at all.
This does not mean that they are given
adequate options for indoor games either.
Prison administrators do not feel the need to
facilitate enough recreational activities for
them. Prisons were clearly designed keeping in mind only male inmates.
The concept of having women inmates,
accompanied at times by their children,
came at a much later stage.
Similarly, prison authorities across several states are yet to accept the logic of having a separate library for women inmates.

In all big jails, the library is a part of the
main unit where women cannot go.
In certain jails, there is a provision for
having a library, the existence of which is no
more than a formality. The range of topics
that these libraries cover is so limited and
dismal that you can find books either on religion or on two or three national leaders. The
budget for buying books is also meagre.
Prison manuals talk about vocational
courses in prisons but offer very little variety. The population inside prisons is very
fluid. Inmates come and go and they
continue with whatever is being practised
inside prison before they came to the
enclosure.
Within the fixed parameters inside the
prison and also a constant change in floating
population, prisons display a very complex
style of functioning. Inmates come from varied social, political, educational and economic backgrounds.
They all have different skill sets, levels of
understanding and cultural influences.
Apart from this, those who land in prison
also have committed different types
of crimes.
There is a huge difference in the attitudes
of jail authorities in dealing with undertrial
inmates and convicts. Keeping these factors
in mind, it is imperative that these overcrowded prisons provide them engagements, but prisons seldom innovate.
Even the so-called high profile organisations entrusted with the task of safeguarding the rights and entitlement of inmates, do
not act efficiently.
Society expects that inmates should
emerge completely reformed the moment
they are released. Sadly, we fail to administer attitudinal change through providing a
healing system within prisons.
After all, prisons provide shelter to those
who are considered to be aberrations in society and who deserve a punishment. Once the
punishment is accorded by the court of the
law, the next step is healing. But where will
that come from?
Vartika Nanda is the founder of Tinka Tinka, a
movement dedicated to prison reforms
The views expressed are personal

his is an opportune time to discuss
theagendaforeducation,comingas
it does over two draft national policies produced in the last five years
anda new government in place. With 37.4%
votesforthe BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP),
there is a decisive shift in the ideological
underpinningsthroughwhichIndia,itspeople and education are envisioned. The core
ofeducationliesinknowledge:thenatureof
knowledge,whoseknowledge,whatknowledgeisworthknowingandwhy.Thesequestions must be deliberated with utmost seriousnessandmustbethetopmostagendafor
the government. The K. Kasturirangan
Committee’s draftNational Education Policy2019,whichwassubmittedtothegovernment on June 1, emphasises reinstating
“Indiansystemsofknowledge”andalludes
to “local” knowledge.
But there’s no single “Indian” system of
knowledge — several “Indian systems” of
knowledge, beginning with the adivasi
knowledge systems,which
the world is scrambling to
understandsinceitpossibly
holds the key to climate
changeandsustainableliving. Then there are the
INDIA@75
knowledge systems of the
Dalitcommunitywhowork
using their body and mind.
Will “Indian” knowledge be reduced to
selected assertions of Vedic knowledge as
the National Curriculum Framework for
School Education, 2000, attempted to do?
Will it explore the breathtaking variety of
thoughtthat is availablein the Upanishads
and the Samkhya (one of the six astika
schools of Hindu philosophy)? Will it
includetheBuddhistcounterstoBrahminical knowledge? Will it include the knowledge of the Sikh gurus? And, pre-Sanskrit
knowledge such as the Tamil system?
Indiaisacountrywhereeverymajorreligion was either born or adopted in its nascentstage.ItwasherethatChristianitytook
root through Christ’s direct disciple,
Thomas,inTamilNadulongbeforeChristianitytookholdinEurope.Islam’sProphet’s
earliest disciples spread the word here in
India. Many knowledge systems were
embedded in these cultures as well. For
example, the Persian wheel. Or the way
water flows into the Golconda fort without
electricity.
In 1935, former President, Zakir Husain,
at the inaugural address of Buniyadi Shiksha, said: “Our society as it was (and is)
where brother is turned against brother,
which knows no song that all may sing

together, no joys that all may share.”
We need an education system that
teaches one community to trust another;
where the weak will not live in terror of the
strong,northepoorsufferinsultandinjury
from the rich; a state in which different cultures may flourish side by side and each
bring into relief the virtues of the other;
whereeverycitizenmaybeabletodevoteto
theserviceofsocietythefullresourcesofhis
personality,thefinestqualitieslatentinhis
own nature.”
Educationmust,feltthepioneersofBuniyadi Shiksha, who came from all faiths,
countries,politicalpersuasions—Acharya
Kripalani, Vinoba Bhave, Hakim Ajmal
Khan, Mahatma Gandhi, Marjorie Sykes,
Aranyanayakam, Asha Devi to name a few
— felt that the great unifier of mind, body
andsouliswork.Husainexpressesthiscivilisationalunificationasfollows:“Workhas
its own ideals. It is not an amusement or a
sport, it is activity quickened by a purpose.
There must be in it a desire to do full justice to that purpose, and, therefore, a willingnesstosubmittothenaturaldisciplineof
materials, methods and tools. It demands
self-criticism that is unsparing,but it holds
out the promise of a joy that none other can
excel.”Meaningfulworkandtheknowledge
embedded in such work transcend all
human divisions, prejudices and beliefs.
The scholarship — particularly in literature and
social sciences of the last 70
years — has been much
reviledbytheBJPandtheir
culturalmentors,theRashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS).Deeplysensitiveindividuals who spent lifetimes studying our
society,wholaughedandweptandragedin
ways that only great love can engender,
have created a thoughtful body of
knowledge.
That body of knowledge is unsparing in
its examination and challenges prevailing
notionsofwhatisknown.Thesearethecontemporary knowledge systems.
The work of AK Ramanujan and Three
Hundred Ramayanas, Mahasweta Devi,
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Romila Thapar,SudhirKakar,ArundhatiRoy,Perumal
Murugan, Ismat Chughtai and others are a
vital corpus of knowledge in education.
The recent trend to purge curricula of
alternativevoicescanonlyproduceageneration with a monochromatic and unexamined view of knowledge.
Scientific knowledge is often misconstruedastechnology.Technologycanmake
Indian youth cyber coolies. But an education policy needs to focus on generations of
knowledgeandleavetechnologytothetechnical institutes.
Theministryofhumanresourcedevelopment’s remit on school education is to
evolvepoliciesthatdrawoutthebestpotential of children’s considerable intellect that
fortunately exists irrespective of class,
caste, creed, gender, ethnicity and race.
This can happen only when children are
able to see in the curriculum, syllabi and
textbooks, their own knowledge systems
represented; they will not flourish in a
hegemonised system.

agenda
2022

THERE’S NO SINGLE INDIAN
SYSTEM OF KNOWLEDGE BUT
SEVERAL INDIAN SYSTEMS OF
KNOWLEDGE, BEGINNING WITH
THE ADIVASI KNOWLEDGE
SYSTEMS, WHICH THE WORLD IS
SCRAMBLING TO UNDERSTAND

(This is part of a series of articles on India’s priorities
as we head towards 75 years of Independence)
Janaki Rajan teaches at the faculty of education,
Jamia Millia Islamia
The views expressed are personal
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26-year-old Bihar
man survives 18
bullet injuries

Now, mountaineers
join AN-32 search
RESCUE OPS Plane with 13 people on board went missing last week

›

It is a very thick jungle
where the aircraft is
suspected to have been
lost. Police, army and
paramilitary personnel
can enter the jungle only
with the help of locals.

Sadiq Naqvi
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI:A seven-member team
of mountaineers, including two
Everesters, on Sunday joined the
efforts to locate the Indian Air
Force (IAF)’s missing AN-32
transport aircraft.
The aircraft with 13 people on
board went missing on Monday
last after it took off from Assam’s
Jorhat for Menchuka in Arunachal Pradesh.
An official in Arunachal Pradesh said Taka Tamut and Kishon Tekseng, who scaled the
Mount Everest in 2018, joined the
search operation. They belong to
Arunachal’s Siang and Upper
Siang districts and know the
local topography well.
“They left today [Sunday] at
six in the morning. Beside two
Everesters, the team has five
others who have done a course in
adventure tourism,” said Siang’s
police superintendent Kushal
Pal Singh. He added the team volunteered to join the rescue
efforts.
Singh said the seven-member
team is among the six ground

KUSHAL PAL SINGH
SP, Siang

teams sent to jungles in Siang
district’s Payum Circle. He said
other teams are in Kaying Circle.
The two places are where the aircraft is suspected to have disappeared. “A villager in Payum
Circle mentioned seeing an aircraft flying at a very low altitude,” said Singh. He added it is
yet to be confirmed whether it
was the same missing aircraft or
some other.Earlier, villagers
from Tumbin Basti said they saw
thick smoke at a distance of a few
kilometers on the June 3 when
the AN-32 disappeared.
But Singh said ground teams
did not find anything there. “It is

PATNA :A 26-year-old man in Sita-

marhi district of Bihar survived
18 bullet injuries after a sevenhour-long operation, doctors
said.
The man, identified as Pankaj
Kumar Singh, was shot at by unidentified assailants on Saturday
night at Rajpur village under Sitamarhi’s Suppi police station
area, police said. While the
assailants managed to escape,
passers-by rushed Singh to a
nearby clinic.
“When Singh was brought to
the nursing home, he had bullets
in his chest, legs, hands, abdomen, kidney, spleen and liver.
His pulse was dropping and he
had a low blood pressure. At
present, there is bleeding from
his lungs,” said Dr Varun
Kumar. Kumar was offered a
ticket to contest the recently concluded Lok Sabha polls by the
Janata Dal (United) from Sitamarhi, but he withdrew his candidature citing ill-preparation.
While Sitamarhi superintendent of police Anil Kumar confirmed the attack, another official, speaking on condition of
anonymity said Singh has criminal antecedents and had recently
come out of jail on bail.

a very thick jungle where the aircraft is suspected to have been
lost. Police, army and paramilitary personnel can also enter the
jungle only with the help of
locals acquainted with the terrain and armed with a Dao
(machete) to clear the foliage,”
Singh said. He added it is difficult to cover over 20 kilometres
in a day in the forest. In Shillong,
an IAF statement said there is
still no clue about the missing
aircraft.
“The area of search is mountainous and heavily forested
with thick undergrowth,” the
statement said. It added bad
weather is hampering the search
efforts. “Helicopters, UAV and
C-130J were airborne for missions but landed back due to
rains and bad weather.” The
statement added they could only
perform limited operations.
The statement said the ground
teams have made considerable
headway into the search area
“which has been progressively
expanded based on inputs from
multiple sources. Search on the
ground will continue through
the night.”

Dubai, Istanbul top tourist hubs this holiday season
n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: West Asia has

emerged among popular destinations for Indian travellers
this holiday season with festival tourism being among key
factors drawing them, tour
operators say.
“Festival tourism has today
become a buzzword and a key
growth driver with Indians
optimising on such festival
breaks to travel both within
India and overseas. With experiential tourism gaining prominence, a significant number of
Indian travellers prefer travelling to destinations during
local festivals for a culturally
enriching experience. We have

›

Indian travellers
prefer travelling to
destinations during local
festivals for a culturally
enriching experience
RAJEEV KALE, President and
country head Thomas Cook

observed a growing trend of
new age travellers visiting
Middle Eastern destinations
during the holy month of Ramadan and for Eid celebrations,’’
said tour operator Thomas
Cook (India)’s president and
country head Rajeev Kale. He
said Indian travellers this year
have opted for destinations

like Dubai, Abu Dhab, Istanbul
, and Oman. “…customers
[are] opting for such destinations to experience a vibrant
intersection of culture, food,
and the grandeur of the festivities,” said Kale.Kale said night
markets, culinary trails and
special shopping offers make
local festivals an ideal time to
see destinations at their best.
“Thomas Cook has witnessed
an increase of 10% in queries
[regarding West Asian destinations] compared to last year,”
he said. Given the interest in
the region, Dubai-based airline
Emirates has offered Indian
customers an option of using
their boarding passes for discounts of up to 50% at over 500
leisure and retail outlet loca-
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NEW DELHI: The Congress, which

has 52 members in the Lok
Sabha, may have to look for a
floor leader other than Rahul
Gandhi after indications that
the Congress president, who is
persisting with his decision to
relinquish the organisational
post in light of the election
results, is also unwilling to lead
the party in the Lower House.
Two senior leaders close to
Rahul Gandhi said he wants to
work for the party in Parliament and outside it, without
assuming a formal role or office.
This scenario throws open
the question whether Sonia
Gandhi, who has been re-elected
chairperson of the Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP), will
take up that role, or name someone else to replace Mallikarjun
Kharge, who led the Congress in
the 16th Lok Sabha.
Having lost in his old stronghold Amethi to the Bharatiya

tions across the UAE from
May 1 and August 31.
Tour operators say Europe
has always tended to be a preferred destination for Indian
travellers, especially during
summers because of its cooler
climate. Thailand has also
become a popular destination
this season with the introduction of an eVisa programme.
“With this, travellers are
ensured a visa on arrival
within 24 to 72 hours… [travellers] will not have to endure
long immigration processes,”
said travel and tourism company SOTC’s president and
country head, Daniel D’souza.
He said other popular destinations include Bhutan and
Ladakh.

RAHUL GANDHI IS KEEN
TO WORK FOR THE PARTY
WITHOUT ASSUMING
A FORMAL ROLE OR
OFFICE, ACCORDING TO
TWO SENIOR LEADERS
Janata Party (BJP)’s Smriti
Irani, Rahul Gandhi represents
Kerala’s Wayanad in the Lok
Sabha. Given that the Congress
is three short of the 55 members
needed to be recognised as the
principal Opposition party, it
will have to remain contended
with the status of largest Opposition group — like over the past
five years.
The previous speaker, Sumitra Mahajan, cited a ruling of
the first speaker, GV
Mavalankar, to deny the Congress the Leader of Opposition
(LoP) slot. A party has to have a
legislative presence equal to the
quorum to run the House (10% of
the 545 members) to get the
office of LoP with its attendant

protocol and perks.
The Congress leaders cited
above indicated that leading the
party without formal LoP status
makes it politically untenable
for Sonia Gandhi to take up the
job, but, as the CPP chairperson,
she has to nominate someone.
The onus will have to fall on a
new face as Kharge was defeated
from his pocket borough of Gulbarga. If Rahul Gandhi cannot
be persuaded, the responsibility
could get devolved to one of the
other MPs with parliamentary
flair and experience. Among
those who appear to fulfil the
criterion are Kerala’s Shashi
Tharoor and Punjab’s Manish
Tewari, besides Assam’s Gaurav Gogoi.
The talent hunt will necessarily be expanded as the positions
of deputy leader and the party
chief whip are also to be filled.
The Congress deputy leader in
the previous House was Amarinder Singh (before he became
Punjab chief minister) and
Joytiraditya Scindia was the
chief whip.
The Congress and its allies

won 61 of the total of 130 Lok
Sabha seats in the southern
states. That makes the region’s
claim to lead the party in the
House.
Twenty-eight of the 52 Congress MPs are from the south.
This yardstick brings into the
reckoning Congress’s Telangana MP Uttam Kumar Reddy,
former Puducherry chief minister Ve Vaithilingam, and former
Kerala chief minister K
Karunakaran’s son, K Muraleedharan.
The party may also want to
strike a balance between the
north and the south as the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, is from Jammu and Kashmir.
“Clarity will come once
Rahul decides his role in the
party,” said a party functionary
who asked not to be named. Be
that as it may, the appointments
cannot be delayed beyond June
17, when the House meets for its
first sitting. The BJP has 303
members in the House, and with
its allies the total swells to 353.

‘We need an overhaul
in climate action plan’ More leaders call for
VOICES WITHIN AIADMK

green
piece

S U M M E R D E S T I N AT I O N S

Faizan Haidar

Vinod Sharma and Aurangzeb
Naqshbandi
n
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NEW DELHI : Half of India has been

hit by drought this year. Yet, we
haven’t seen a good enough fight
back from any single state. Yes,
there’s drought relief, but we
cannot operate in relief mode,
because the climate emergency
is now embedded in India. We
need an overhaul.
States must modify climate
action plans, if needed. Agriculture is key to millions of lives.
Each state must identify crops
viable to cultivate in this new
scenario along with preventing
farmer debts. States also must
seek seed banks, containing traditional crop seeds best suited
for local ecologies. Farmers
might not find instant markets
for some new crops but states
must mainstream these in existing schemes. We’re less than a
month away from monsoon,
whatever shape it takes. There is
no reason why a massive effort in

STATES MUST MODIFY
CLIMATE ACTION
PLANS, IF NEEDED.
AGRICULTURE IS KEY
TO MILLIONS OF LIVES
at least some parts of the country
to catch the rainfall should not
be undertaken. Sure, not every
state is prepared, but at least the
50 worse off districts could consider some action. Even large cities, which guzzle so much water,
should have clear targets about
how much they will harvest from
the rain, year on year.
Several other policies and
practices must come into playand I won’t discuss them in this
short column. At this point,
every single state and union territory in India has to prepare for
a long, hard, dry haul ahead. It’s
the hardest thing for any government but it’s also the most germane to our survival.
BHARATI CHATURVEDI

(Founder and Director
Chintan Environmental
Research and Action Group)

leadership overhaul
M Manikandan
n

manikandan.mani@htlive.com

CHENNAI: Two ruling All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) legislators have
demanded an end to the dual leadership in their party after the rout
it faced in the national polls.
Rajan Chellappa, a lawmaker
from Madurai north, said the
party and the government should
have a single leader.
Tamil Nadu chief minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami and his
deputy, O Panneerselvam, have
been running the government as
well as the party as AIADMK’s
co-conveners.Another lawmaker, Ramachandran, echoed
Chellappa. “One leader should
control the AIADMK. Dual leadership is not good for the party,”
said Ramachandran. Palaniswami and Panneerselvam
requested leaders of their party
against commenting about the
leadership and election rout in
public.AIADMK’s deputy co-ordinator, KP Munusamy, said that

TAMIL NADU CM AND HIS
DEPUTY HAVE BEEN
RUNNING THE GOVT AS
WELL AS PARTY AS
ITS CO-CONVENORS
his party is strong under the current leadership structure that
was put in place following former
chief minister J Jayalalithaa’s
death in 2016.“Rajan Chellappa
and Ramachandran could have
avoided their comments. We cannot accept their ideas. The
AIADMK is performing well
under the dual leadership.” Political analyst S Ramesh said Chellappa and Ramachandran’s views
show that many within AIADMK
are unhappy with the leadership
after the party won just one out of
the 20 Lok Sabha seats. Former
Madurai mayor V Rajan Chellappa had also demanded a change
in the leadership on Saturday following the party’s rout in the Lok
Sabha elections.

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRED MALE for Marketing

ON MONDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

0172-5050683
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Cong looks for Lok Sabha floor leader

HT Correspondent
n

nation

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : PARVEEN - 8872502111, AMARPREET NANDA - 9888935409

having knowledge of Electrical/
Electronics/ Instrumental products
for a Industrial Electrical Trader for
Contact Usha Enterprises Showroom
No 263 Sector 16, Panchkula
mkjain@ushaent.in or 9815382929.

REPUTED IMMIGRATION Company Required Marketing Manager,
Counselor, Telecallers, Salary
10,000/- - 30,000/- + Incentive Call
9878827402 Mohali.

A LEADING event management
company at IT Park requires Graphic
Designer, Male Coordinators &
Supervisors. Freshers or
experienced. Contact: 9876448298.

AIRTEL 4G Urgently Required
Fresher Male Female Sitting Job
Salary 11000-19000/- Call
9915315751 9041201346.

IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED
sales officers, delivery cum office
boy for cosmetic company in sunny
enclave mohali. Contact 6239557189

BY A Leading Industrial Mktg. House.

EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRED OFFICE Supervisor

QA, Office Executive, Marketing
Executive, Computer Science
Graduates, B.Sc., M.Sc, B.Pharma,
Web Developer, MBA Candidate,
Mass Communication candidates.
(Attractive Salary) DM Pharma, SCO
166, 1st Floor, Sector 38-C.
09356366888, ho@dmpharma.co.in

reputed immigration company at
Mohali, visa counsellor (15) telecallers (25) Male/Female can apply.
(a pleasing personality with min 1
year experience/ fresher. Salary
10,000/- - 25,000/- season overseas, SCF 84, first floor, Phase-5
Mohali. 70097-41099, 9803488236.

office-coordinator with good
communication-skills fresher can
apply. Tally-operator also required
contact-komfort sales sco32
madhya-marg sector-7C Chandigarh
9815300159

ONROLE JOB in Chandigarh

DRIVERS REQUIRED for 5 Star

Development Manager in Reputed
Company. Fixed Salary + Incentives
99910-41199.

Hotel Taxis. Salary 13000/- + 3000/+ TIPS, LTV Licence, Contact: Jhajj'z
Transport, Phase 9, Mohali

WANTED FRONT office execuURGENTLY OPENINGS in our
Company sales Executives Male/ Female (Field Executive) two wheeler
must age Below 32 year salary:
10000-15000/- Interview Venue:
Ganga Mandal Enterprises Pvt. Ltd.
SCO 156-160, FF Sector 8-C Madhya
Marg (Near Sindhi Sweet)
Chandigarh 160009.

tive/computer operator with good
typing speed, junior lab technician
preferably with conveyance. Contact
Dr Rajeev Kaps Diagnoscan Centre,
House no 1637, Sector 4 Panchkula.
Mobile: 9855705130, 9888205130

REQUIRES PRODUCTIONMANAGER & Sales-Girl, Should
have Young&Dynamic with relevant
qualification & Experience. Applicants should be Self-Motivated &
Pro-Active, Healthy-Salary for a
Reputed Furniture-Factory.SAVVYCRAFTS. Plot No.547,JLPL,
Sector-82,Mohali. 9815017953

tives, Male/ Female good communication skills Contact: Club Pulse
Fourth Floor (Piccadily Mall) Sector34, Chandigarh 7696172292, 01722602051.

hostess/Airlines/Hospitality /Airport
Staff. 10+2/Grad, 18-27 yrs. Salary15,000/- to 60,000/- . Freshers join
90 days Training. 100% PLACEMENT. Require Female Counselor/
HR-Recruiter/Tele-Caller in
Zirakpur.Walk-in Aviators Hub, SCO7, Underbridge, ZIRAKPUR,
9780817275, www.aviatorshub.in

HR HEAD, HR payroll, Admin
Manager, Chartred Accountant,
Field Supervisior, Relationship
Executive, Stenographer, Accounts
Manager, Sales coodinator,
Computer Operator, Councellor,
Receptionist, Data Entry, Chemistry,
Physics, Math, English, 9780105789.

URGENTLY REQUIRED in

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
computer operator cum office
assistant (female) with sound
computer knowledge (regarding
GEM portal and eprocurement) in
Chandigarh. 9888242616,
vhmahajan@yahoo.co.in.

Chandigarh. ITI Fitter, Electrician,
Electrical, Electronics. Salary 10K20K+ Mobile, Petrol TA DA Extra
Contact: 8968856207/ 7009337647.

WALKING INTERVIEW for
REQUIRED SALES & Marketing
executive for general Insurance
company, min. qualification 10+2
contact- Kapil 7696050290.

A REPUTED coaching institute in
HIRING IN a Leading Real Estate
Developer Company at Mohali for
Sales Professional, Experienced
Preferred from Real Estate,
Insurance etc. 7658800029

chandigarh requires part-time lady
lecturers for biology and chemistry.
Salary Rs. 1000/- per class. Contact
9814413814. Email resume to:
chemistrycoach1@gmail.com

female 12th, Graduate, MBA, B.Tech.
Receptionist, Telecallers, Computer
Operator, Relationship Manager,
Front Office, Backend Office,
SPECTURM MEDIA Chandigarh Near
Oyster Hotel Sector-17A, Chandigarh
website: www.spectrummedia
india.com, 97799-90570

WANTED TWO-MALE B.Tech
(Mechanical) and one-female
Computer operator fresher.
Preferably Mohali Area. 9915728281
superind@live.com

REQUIRED MALE candidates Data
REQUIRED SALESMAN for prop- MALE/ FEMALE Accountant
erty dealer directory of tricity.
Knows driving. Handsome salary.
#308/15, Panchkula 9876544962

URGENT REQUIRED PHP Wordpress Developers , HR/Bidder ,
Graphic-Designer , SEO-Executive.
SP Web Solution,Chandigarh. call us
0172-4562378 ,9876727843

Required for CA Office. Showroom 1,
Mamta enclave Zirakpur. Call:
98141-00657, 98157-00925

REQUIRED RETIRED VRS/
Exserviceman/ Housewife/
Businessman/ Part/ fulltime 50k
plus, Training allowances. 9988882360.

entry , MNC, 5 days, salary 10k plus,
Direct entry, no charges
9814240380

REQUIRED ASSISTANT Manager facility Management by
security Company in Mohali he
should be able to handle house
keeping manpower procurement
cleaning material & cleaning
gadgets. Contact 84483-91500

Manager & Technician Location:
Baddi and Mohali. Own Conveyance
must. Contact: 7527003601.

JOB FAIR in Mohali Top MNC
Companies urgently required 12th
Graduates candidates salary 1300020000/- Hurry contact: 8427938133,
9056947009.

FOR PENDING Income Tax Refunds/ Notices /Cases or Vat Assessments. Also for GST Works. 9501256845.

NEED COUNCILLORS and
Telecallers for Immigration
Company. Need Good Communication Skills. Freshers can also
apply. Only Female Staff Required.
Very Good Salary + Incentives
Contact:- 91159-99689.

Require for PCD Marketing
handsome Salary, 2+ years
Experience. Mail CV:
health_guard@rediffmail.com

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
PAMM ADVERTISING &
Marketing, Chandigarh Requires (1.)
marketing Executives (Mini. Graduate) (2.) Accounts Executive (F)
having Knowledge of GST and also
Punjabi literate. Fresher also apply.
Handsome Salary + Perks.
pammchandigarh@gmail.com/
9357575734.

DIRECTOR OF Reputed Banking
Institute in Sector 47 Requires
Experienced Male Computer Operators with MS Office knowledge and
good speed who is prepared to work
in office at Chandigarh, Mohali &
Kasauli. Only Tricity Candidates
Apply. Attractive Salary. Apply
Through E-mail
gsbhalla_649@yahoo.co.in

REQUIRED 5 content writers, SEO,
SMO experts, E-commerce,
developers for Panchkula/ Mohali
branch. Salary negotiable. Fresher/
interns can apply. 8427221144,
9041381102.

IDS OMNI Solutions Required Graduate Data Entry Operators for Back
Office with Proficiency in Excel
Skills. Willing to work in Rotational
Shifts. Contact- 0172-4690077, Sector-8C, Chandigarh.

Knowledge of Coreldraw Photoshop
Luxmi Graphic Booth No. 8, Sector17C, Chandigarh, 9878974075, 01724061423.

URGENTLY REQUIRED Interior
Designer with 2-3 years experience
for Interior Designing company at
Zirakpur.Contact : 9216339609,
9316131844

WANTED COMPUTER Operator,
WANTED FEMALE Office

REPUTED PHARMA Company

HIRING SMART girls/boys for Air-

WANTED COMPUTER Operator

URGENT REQUIRED Marketing

For B-Com Candidates in Active
Company we are Supported by Trust
Total 25 Seats Available SCO 821
NAC Manimajra Chandigarh 01724174734

REQUIRED QUALIFIED Sales

REQUIRED FULL time accountant

sor. Earn upto 35,000/- PM regular
Income. 9855196906, 9855199906.

FREE TALLY & Accounting Training

HOTEL RESORT in himachal Req.

EMPLOYMENT

JOIN LIC of India as Insurance Advi-

male / female computer operator
who can works to give best for the
organisation. Contact/ message 9872631167, location industrial
area, phase-1, Chandigarh.

REQUIRED FRONT office Execu-

EMPLOYMENT
in sector 43B chandigarh. Freshers
may apply. Contact 9318000420.

REQUIRED HARDWORKING

Expd. male, female expd. staff front
office/ manager, Cook indian home
type food cook indian tandoori,
chinese, kitchen helper, stewards
captain, guard etc. Age 25-50.
Accomo + food + good salary. Phone
7065394207, 9718361266

Executive for Electronics store
modern Sales Chandigarh. Contact :
8427370000.

EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRED CANDIDATES for:

For Cable Communication Center
with Good Computer Knowledge &
own vehicle in Sector 44C,
Chandigarh. Contact 9888830750.

URGENTLY REQUIRED staff in
WANTED FEMALE/MALE -

EMPLOYMENT

marketing & clerical, persons good
salary Punjab timbers plot no. 165
sector 82 airport road mohali.

REQUIRED COMPETENT Boy
and Girl for the office operations
and Marketing Qualifications B.Com. Contact : 9815354332.

REQUIRED OFFICE Coordinators/
Manager/ Telecallers/ Computer
Operators/ IELTS Trainers,
9988898190. email- info@
2muchjobs.com

URGENTLY REQUIRED Female
Staff for Pharma Company Sector
12A, Panchkula Contact9467748770, 7206476839

URGENTLY REQUIRED 2 Drivers
with 3 years Experience for
Automatic/ Manual Cars. Contact
between 10 am to 5 pm 9417277491
Plot 239 Ind. Area Ph-I Panchkula.

REQUIRED STAFF for Chat Call
and Email and Data Entry Day shift
E-commerce Company with Good
English in Mohali Sector-82. Salary
13-20k. Call /WhatsApp Resume: 8198089259.

Assistant with knowledge of
Computer with Conveyance. Contact
Personally with Resume Kothi No.
20, Ground Floor, Sector 18-A,
Chandigarh. 98155-04699.

Fresher Graduate should have
knowledge of computer. Local/
female candidate preferred.
Contact: 0172-5213457,
chd.ghailholidays@yahoo.com

REQUIRED OFFICE Coordinators/
WANTED PHOTOSHOP person
& Adobe Premiere (Experienced/
fresher). Gem Identification Laboratory : SCO 105, 2nd floor, Sector 35C, Chandigarh, 9356652200.

WANTED COMPUTER Operator
for Billing 10/ +2/Graduation. AVS
Tyer SCO 459 Motor Market, ManiMajra. Contact: 9216113787,
9988888895

USA MULIPLE visa, person should
be able to communicate in English.
Sure visa embassy fee paid by applicant 98766-34892

REQUIRED TELECALLERS for
job placement office in mohali with
good communication skills.
9876047940

REQUIRED CHAIRSIDE Assistant/ Receptionist in Dental Department, CMC Sector 17-C Chandigarh.
Mail CV to omjyoti2324@gmail.com

WE ARE looking for retired civil engineer in construction company in
zirakpur. Contact: 8728017203.

HDFC BANK urgently required
Graduates candidates age below 28
years salary 12000-16000/- Contact:
9056959002, 9056992009

REQUIRED SENIOR Visa Filling
officer for student/ tourist visa Having 3 to 5-year Exp. Evergreen
Travels (Est. 1993) SCO 324-325,
level - ll, Sector 38 D Chandigarh
9814245394.

REQUIRED GRADUATE Male/Females for Phone banking &
Collection Job Age below 30
Location: Chandigarh, Mohali.
salary: upto 14k +incentives.
Contact: 7508629752. Aarti Sharma.

Manager/ Telecallers/ Computer Operators/ IELTS Trainers,
9988898190. Email:
info@2muchjobs.com

WANTED LAB Technician,
Radiographer Phlebotomist,
Marketing, Nurse, Typist, for Batra
Ultrasound, Phase-9, Mohali.
9815541900, 7888846870

(Innovative Group) Needs1)
Aggressive sales executive ( with 2
to 3 yrs experience To visit our
reputed clientin industrial product
Marketing for Himachal/Punjab/Ludhiana Leading Group in Mohali.
Handsome Salary (Immediately
Joining) CONVEYANCE Must ,Reduction Gearbox & Motors
field.Contact-9988704154,
9999196004 Email:Enquiry@hisindia.in

TWO GIRLS for Accountant & two
Boy for Peon requirement urgently
at Gagandeep Photolith Process Pvt.
Ltd. Plot: 375, FF, Ind. Area, Phase9, Mohali. Mob.: 9876600496.

WANTED DELIVERY Boy Having
2 Wheeler & Licence Contact
9815219990, # 1171 Sector 21-B,
Chandigarh.

URGENTLY REQUIRED for Bihar
projects: Surveyor with knowledge
of Theodolite, Total Station Etc. Engineers, Senior Engineers, Project
Managers with good experience in
irrigation/ soil Embankments and
road works, preparation of MIS &
Site Execution. Hr Executive/ Admin
officer for Mohali office, all
applicants should be self motivated
& Pro-Active.
apexhr.mohali@gmail.com

RESTAURANT STAFF Walk-In
REQUIRED COMPUTER hardware networking engineer, marketing executive, office coordinator,
one year experience, conveyance
must. 9872044491

IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED Experienced & Fresher Visa Counsellors/ Team Leaders. Radvision Consultant SCO-123, top Floor, Phase-7,
Mohali. 8872009515.

Interview Brew Bros, Mohali has
below vacancies in their newly
launched high end restrobar. Preference will be given to candidates with
relevant experience & knowledge.
Job Vacancy: Kitchen staff: Chinese
commie 1 and commie 2. Steward
Ass. Bar tender. Interested candidates are advised to please contact
Neha Kanugo, 9809145000,
brewbrosmohali@gmail.com

CALEC & MABKETING
EARN 10,000 to 30,000 p.m parttime job, qualification intermediate
onwards group young energetic,
housewives, retired, area Chandigarh to Simla , call 09418476623

WANTED EXPERIENCED male/
female accountant having
knowledge of GST. Madhu irri-tech
Sector 78 Mohali. 9814101841.

REQUIRED BACKEND Executive/
Computer Operator-2, Experienced
Telecaller-1, Contact. SCO-85,
basement, Swastik Vihar MDC,
Sector-5, Panchkula. 9356022555.
gkrishan@select.net.in.

TOUR PACKAGES executive
knowledge of destinations selling. 35 years experience. Air Ticketing Expert Sales Executive 5-8 years experience. Evergreen Travels (IATA
Accredited Agent) SCO 324-325,
Level II Sector 38-D, CHD. info.evergreentravels@gmail.com
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THEIR VISION IS ABOUT ANNEXATION OF OCCUPIED TERRITORY, A WAR CRIME
UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW

> SAEB EREKAT, Palestinian diplomat, rejecting US envoy’s view on Israel’s right to annex parts of West Bank

E Y E O N PA K I S TA N

photooftheday

Massiveprotestsagainst AIDS outbreak:
ChineselawinHongKong More than half
not treated yet

MILLION MARCH Police fight with protesters using batons and pepper spray
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

HONGKONG: A peaceful mass pron

Police arrest an opposition supporter at a rally in Nur-sultan,
Kazakhstan, on Sunday at polls to elect the country’s first new
president in 30 years. The day was marked by the biggest
protests the country has seen in three years.
AFP

shortstories
TRUMP ACCUSES TWITTER OF GAGGING
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump took to Twitter once again on
Sunday to accuse the messaging platform of gagging conservative voices- a
“Giant Mistake!” that he said runs counter to freedom of expression.
“Twitter should let the banned Conservative Voices back onto their platform, without restriction,” he wrote. “It’s called Freedom of Speech, remember. You are making a Giant Mistake!” Twitter had blocked personalities
accused of inciting violence, and using the platforms to promote anti-Semitism, racism and conspiracy theories. Those banished by one or more of the
platforms include Alex Jones, a purveyor of conspiracy theories toward
whom Trump has expressed sympathy in the past, and Paul Nehlen, a white
AFP
supremacist who ran unsuccessfully for a US congressional seat.

Hillary Clinton says her
youngest brother has died

NASA offers live view of
Mars 2020 rover in making

NEW YORK: Former US senator
Hillary Clinton took to twitter to
announce on Saturday that her
youngest brother, Tony Rodham,
died on Friday. She didn’t say how
he died but said Rodham was
survived by his wife, Megan, and
AP
three children.

WASHINGTON:NASA has installed
a webcam that allows the public
to get a live, bird’s-eye view of its
Mars 2020 rover as it takes shape.
Dubbed “Seeing 2020,” viewers
can also participate in live
webchats with members of the
technicians and the Mars 2020
PTI
team.

Police violence complaint
filed by Russian reporter
MOSCOW:A lawyer for a prominent Russian journalist Ivan
Golunov, detained on charges of
drug dealing, has filed a complaint with the country’s top
investigative body, saying police
used violence against him while in
custody. His lawyers said he may
have suffered a concussion and
rib fractures. On Saturday, a court
released Golunov into house
AP
arrest until August 7.

Two killed, dog survives
small plane crash in US
SOUTHOLD:A small plane crashed
on New York’s Long Island on
Saturday, killing the man and
woman on board, authorities said.
The Federal Aviation Authority
said in a statement that the
single-engine Beechcraft A36
plane crashed in Southold at
around 9:15 a.m due to mechanical
failure. Flately said a dog that was
AP
in the plane survived.

Sudan: 4 killed on first day
of ‘civil disobedience’
KHARTOUM: Four people were
killed in Sudan on Sunday on the
first day of a “civil disobedience”
campaign by protesters, a
doctors’ committee linked to
demonstrators said. Two people
were shot dead in the capital
Khartoum and its twin city of
Omdurman just across the Nile
river, the Central Committee for
Sudanese Doctors said, adding
two others died after being
AFP
stabbed.

Iraq examining remains of
141 Yazidis in mass graves
BAGHDAD :Iraq will use DNA
testing to identify the remains of
141 bodies found in mass graves
believed to contain the Yazidi
victims of Islamic State group
massacres, the head of the
country’s forensics administration
said on Sunday. Yazidis had
helped locate the 12 graves. AP

inthenews

NATASHA TYNES

Writer sues publisher for $13mn after her book
deal was cancelled over a social media controversy
The writer sued Rare Birds for $13 million in
damages after the publisher cancelled her
book deal for calling out a metro worker
eating on a train and tagging her employer,
Washington Metro, in a tweet

1

2
3

The lawsuit says the Rare birds breached its contract and defamed
the Maryland author, forcing her to temporarily flee back to Jordan
with her family because they endured weeks of online harassment
Tynes, who is a Jordanian American, was criticised by Twitter users
for shaming the black worker, despite being a minority writer.

test in Hong Kong over an extradition bill descended into violence in the early hours of Monday as several hundred
protestersclashedwithasimilar
number of police outside the
city’s parliament.
Protesterschargedpolicelines
to try to force their way into the
LegislativeCouncilbuilding,and
police charged back, using pepper spray, after warning the protesters. Some police had tear gas
guns ready.
Hours earlier, on Sunday,
HongKongwitnessedthelargest
protestsinceits1997handoverto
China as huge crowds massed
against plans to allow extraditionsto the mainland,a proposal
that has plunged the city’s proBeijing leaders into a crisis.
Organisers said more than a
million people marched in blazing summer heat through the
cramped streets of the financial
hub’s main island in a noisy, colourful demonstration calling on
the government to scrap its
planned extradition law. The
demonstration was the biggest
theinternationalfinancehubhas
experiencedsinceitwasreturned
to China by Britain - beaten only
by a 1.5 million-strong rally during colonial rule in 1989 supporting the Tiananmen protesters.
HongKong’spro-Beijingleadersarepushingabillthroughthe
legislature that would allow
extraditions to any jurisdiction

Imtiaz Ahmad & Agencies
n

n

Protesters march along a downtown street against the proposed
amendments to an extradition law in Hong Kong on Sunday.

AP

are children under the age of 5”.

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: A report prepared by
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) experts who are in PakistantoinvestigatetheHIV/AIDS
outbreak in the town of Larkana
has revealed that more than half
of the 751 patients in Sindh
remain deprived of any sort of
treatment facilities.
A team of experts from WHO
areinPakistan toinvestigate the
HIV outbreak in Ratodero, Larkana and to support response to
the medical emergency. The
team’s first report to the WHO
headquarters in Geneva placed
the number of affected people at
751, of which 604 are children.
It stated that only 324 patients
– 47%– have been provided treatment until now, while 427 – 53% –
still await medical assistance.
Theprovisionofrequiredmedicines is a daunting challenge as
Pakistan has stocks to treat only
240 of the 604 affected children.
The report said medicine
stocks being used to treat the 240
children in different hospitals
would last only until July 15.
TheWHOhadearliersaidthat
the HIV outbreak in Sindh was
first reported on April 25 and a
majorHIVscreeningprogramme
was then initiated on April 28.
Theprogrammewasexpanded
on May 8 and the WHO reported
that “majority (of cases) are
among children and young people:morethanhalfthoseaffected

Sri Lankan MPs
clash with prez
over attack probe

Trump warns Mexico of fresh tariffs

COLOMBO: SriLanka’sparliament

Trump on Sunday said he may
renew his tariff threat against
MexicoiftheUSallydoesn’tcooperate on border issues.
Trumpsaidinaseriesoftweets
that “if for some unknown reason” such cooperation fails, “we
can always go back to our previous, very profitable, position of
Tariffs.” He said he doesn’t
believe that’ll be necessary.
Trump has defended the deal
reachedonFridaywithMexicoto
avert a 5% tariff on all Mexican
goodsthatwastotakeeffectMonday.Itwasannouncedwithmuch
fanfare but includes few new
solutions to quickly stem the
surge of migrants entering the
US. He insisted it includes
changes his and other administrations had pushed for.
Trumpsaidhisadministration
will release additional details of
theagreementanddeniedanews
report that there were no new
major commitments made by
Mexicotostemaflowofmigrants.
“Mexico was not being cooperative on the Border in things we
had, or didn’t have, and now I

n
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WASHINGTON: President Donald

warned President Maithripala
Sirisena not to scuttle a controversial investigation into security lapses before the Easter suicide bombings, the Speaker’s
office said on Sunday.
The warning came after Sirisena said he would not cooperate
with the parliamentary probe
and would not allow defence or
police officials to testify before
the select committee.
The president called an emergencycabinetmeetingonFriday
to oppose the legislature’s investigation into the April 21 attacks
that killed 258 people, including
45 foreigners.
“Any public servant summoned by the PSC is obliged to
give evidence,” Speaker Karu
Jayasuriyasaidinahard-hitting
two-page response to Sirisena.
“Officials are fully aware of the
serious consequences if they fail
to respond.” Officials at the
Speaker’s office said Jayasuriya
made it clear to Sirisena he will
notcalloffthePSCanditwillcontinue its public hearings. AFP

n

UN special envoy Angelina Jolie caresses a baby as she meets
Venezuelan migrants at a camp in Maicao, Colombia.

AP

Venezuela to close
Canada consulates
CARACAS: Venezuela will close its

consulates in Vancouver,
Toronto and Montreal, leaving
only its embassy in Ottawa to
handle its affairs in Canada.
The Venezuelan foreign ministry, which announced the decision on Saturday, said it was in
response to Canada’s temporary
closing of its embassy in Caracas. Canada is one of more than
50 countries, led by the United
States, that recognise opposition
leader Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s acting president in the
country’s political standoff.
AFTER MONTHS, COLOMBIA BORDER REOPENED
Thousands ofpeoplecrossed into
Colombia on Saturday to buy
food and medicine after Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
reopened a border between the

countries that had been shut
down for the past four months.
Long lines of Venezuelans
stood at two international
bridges near the city of Cucuta
waiting to have their documents
checked by Colombian officials,
with some carrying children on
their shoulders.
Venezuelan border guards
dressed in green uniforms
helped control the crowd.
Venezuela closed borders
with Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao,
Brazil and ColombiainFebruary
as the opposition tried to deliver
food and medical supplies into
the country.
Most of the aid was provided
by the US, a key ally of Guaido.
But Maduro dismissed the aid as
an infringement on Venezuela’s
sovereignty and prohibited it
from entering.
AGENCIES

injured at a gay pride parade in
Washington on Saturday when
some in the crowd ran to escape
what they thought was gunfire,
and a man was later arrested
whenpolicefoundafirearmnear
him, officials said.
Police,at the outsetoftheincident, received a report of a man
withagunatapark,Washington
police Commander Guillermo
Rivera told reporters. “As the
officers were going to that scene
there was a crowd of people running away from it,” Rivera said.
“Some of the individuals in the
crowd said that there was a man

FLIGHT PASSENGER
OPENS EMERGENCY EXIT
AwomanpassengerofaPakistan
International Airlines flight
sparked panic after she mistakenly opened the emergency exit
door of the aircraft thinking it
was the toilet.
The national carrier said the
plane was on the runaway of the
Manchester airport early Saturdaywhenthewomanpressedthe
button, opening the emergency
exit door.

Prasun Sonwalkar
n

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Home secretary Sajid

n

Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador at a rally to 'defend Mexican dignity' in Tijuana.

have full confidence, especially
after speaking to their President
yesterday, that they will be very
cooperative and want to get the
job properly done,” Trump said.
“Importantly,somethingsnot
mentioned in yesterday press
release, one in particular, were
agreed upon. That will be

announced at the appropriate
time,” he added.
Trump had tweeted earlier
thatMexicohadagreedto“immediately begin buying large quantities of agricultural product
from our great patriot farmers”.
But the US-Mexico jointdeclaration made nomention ofagricul-

AFP

tural trade as part of the agreement.
MexicoPresidentAndresManuel Lopez Obrador said at a rally
in Tijuana that the US needs to
address the root cause of migrationtostemtheflowofpeopletrying to enter, and closing borders
won’t stop the flood.

Panic after gun scare at gay parade in US
WASHINGTON: Severalpeoplewere

LAWYERS TO HOLD
NATIONAL AGITATION
Lawyerswillholdacountrywide
agitation on June 14 to protest
against the Pakistani government’s filing of a case of misconduct against a Supreme Court
judge for allegedly hiding informationofhiswife’sforeignproperties.
Pakistan Bar Council (PBC)
vice chairman Amjad Shah said
on Saturday, “The government
should immediately withdraw
the case as it has no merit and is
based on ill-intention.”
ThePBCalsodemandedresignationofthelawministerandthe
attorney general.
Pakistan President Arif Alvi
hasmovedtheSupreme Judicial
Council, asking it to take action
against Justice Qazi Faez Isa for
allegedly hiding information of
hiswife’sbenamiforeignproperties.

JOHNSON VOWS
NOT TO PAY EU
DIVORCE BILL

Agencies

Surfing net may
alter your brain
functions: Study
MELBOURNE: The Internet can
alter specific brain regions and
affect our attention capacity,
memory processes and social
interaction, a study has found.
The research, published in the
journal World Psychiatry,
showed that the Internet can
produce both acute and sustained alterations in specific
areas of cognition.
The researchers, including
those from Oxford University in
the UK and Harvard University
in the US investigated leading
hypotheses on how the Internet
may alter cognitive processes.
It further examined the extent
to which these hypotheses were
supported by recent findings
from psychological, psychiatric
and neuroimaging research.
The report combined the evidence to produce revised models
on how the Internet could affect
the brain’s structure, function
and cognitive development.
“The key findings of this
report are that high-levels of
Internet use could indeed impact
on many functions of the brain,”
said Joseph Firth, Senior
Research Fellow at Western Sydney University in Australia.
“For example, the limitless
stream of prompts and notifications from the Internet encourages us towards constantly holding a divided attention - which
then in turn may decrease our
capacity for maintaining concentration on a single task,” said
Firth, who led the study.
PTI

with which it does not already
have a treaty - including mainland China. But the proposals
have sparked an outcry and
birthedanoppositionthatunites
a wide cross-section of the city.
“The government cannot
ignorethesenumbers,”protester
PeterChan,21, toldAFP. “If they
really choose not to response to
ourdemandswe willnot ruleout
more action.”
For more than six hours on
Sunday, dense crowds snaked
theirwaythroughthecitychanting “Scrap the evil law!” and
“OpposeChinaextradition!”,the
lines of white-dressed demonstrators stretching for miles.
“There are 1,030,000 people at
today’smarch,”anorganisertold
crowds outside the city’s legislature at the march’s end, prompting a cacophony of cheers and
applause as new arrivals continued to join.
Police, who historically give
muchlowerfiguresthanorganisers, put the peak crowd size at
240,000-stilltheirsecondhighest
estimate for attendance at a protest since handover. The city’s
population is around 7.3 million
andthe organiser figure for Sunday’s protest outstripped 2003,
when an estimatedhalfa million
demonstratorsforcedthegovernment to shelve a deeply unpopular national security law.
Butitisunclearifthefinancial
hub’s current leadership will be
moved. The city’s appointed
leaderCarrieLamhasstakedher
political reputation on the bill
passing.

with agunandthat someonehad
fired shots.” But police did not
find any evidence of shots fired,
Rivera said.
Seven people were taken to
hospitals with non-life threateninginjuriestheysustainedinthe
disturbance and a number of
otherpeoplewith minorinjuries
were treated at the scene, Rivera
said.
The name of the man arrested
after police found a firearm near
him was not immediately
released. Police are reviewing
video to determine what might
have caused the sounds, Rivera
REUTERS
said.
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White nationalists shove a woman to the ground while protesting
REUTERS
against Motor City Pride, an LGBTQ event in Detroit.

Javid won new support in the
Conservative party as the campaign to replace Prime Minister
TheresaMaygainedmomentum,
withfavouriteBorisJohnsonfacing flak for vowing not to pay EU
millions of pounds after Brexit.
Javid, the only Asian in the
race, won support from Ruth
Davidson, leader of the party in
Scotland, who said he is best
placedtounitethecountrydeeply
divided by Brexit. According to
her, he has the attributes to
“chartthebestcourse”onBrexit.
Johnson said he would withhold the estimated £39 billion
‘divorce bill’ the UK will need to
payBrusselstoleavethe EU,asa
lever to get a better Brexit agreement. “The money is going to be
retained until such time as we
have greater clarity about the
wayforward,”hetoldtheSunday
Times,addingthatthemoneyisa
“great solvent and a great lubricant” in getting a good deal.
Peter Ricketts, former head of
the foreign office, slapped down
his threat, tweeting: “What an
excellent way to begin our life as
an ‘independent’ country needing new trade agreement…by
massively defaulting on our
debts!”
Foreign secretary Jeremy
HuntclaimedthatGermanchancellorAngelaMerkeliswillingto
renegotiatetheBrexitdeal–sofar
resolutelyrefusedbyBrussels.It
would depend if the new PM has
the“rightapproach”,heclaimed.
Michael Gove, environment
secretary, who has come in for
much criticism over his confession over taking cocaine in the
past,facedfurtherirefromJavid,
whoashomesecretaryisresponsibletodealwithdrugtrafficking.

M O U N TA I N O U S TA S K

Iran asks Europe to
Nepal faces challenge of identifying normalise econ ties
4 bodies recovered from Everest
Reuters
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KATHMANDU :The bodies of

four climbers who failed their
Everest challenge and left little clue as to their identity
have thrown up a new challenge for Nepalese authorities who control the world’s
tallest peak.
Worn by the wind and cold
to near skeletons, the
remains have been in a Kathmandu morgue since they
were brought back from the
slopes two weeks ago with
nearly 11 tonnes of trash.
Police and government
officials admit they face a
huge challenge putting
names to the dead climbers

LONDON : Iran said on Sunday

n

Nepali officials unload bodies found from Everest.

and sending them back to
their home countries.
They cannot even be sure
how long the corpses had

AFP FILE

been among scores waiting to
be found on the slopes by a
government-organised
clean-up team.
AFP

EuropewasinnopositiontocriticiseTehran for its militarycapabilitiesanditcalledonEuropean
leaders to normalise trade ties
withtheIslamicRepublicdespite
USsanctions,orface consequences.
President Donald Trump last
year withdrew the United States
fromworldpowers’2015nuclear
deal with Iran and reimposed
sweeping sanctions.
The west European signatories to the deal - France, Britain
and Germany - share the same
concerns as the United States
overIran’sballisticmissiledevelopment and regional activities.

However, they have defended
the nuclear accord as the best
waytolimitIran’senrichmentof
uranium, a potential pathway to
nuclear weapons, and a basis for
future negotiations on a broader
paletteofsecurityandotherlongstanding disputes.
“Europeans are not in a position to criticise Iran for issues
outsidetheJCPOA,”foreignministerMohammadJavadZarifwas
quoted as saying by the state
broadcaster, using the acronym
for the 2015 nuclear deal.
“TheEuropeansandothersignatories of the JCPOA should
normalise economic ties with
Iran...We will halt our commitments or will take action in
accordance with their measures.”
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Corporatetaxmaynotget India seeks solution on
taxing
digital
companies
slashedto25%inbudget
Asit Ranjan Mishra
n

n

SpiceJet chairman and
MD Ajay Singh.

‘TAX IMBALANCES
IN AVIATION
SECTOR NEED TO
BE CORRECTED’
SEOUL: Asserting that Indian
aviation sector has terrific
potential, SpiceJet chief Ajay
Singh has said imbalances in
regulatory and taxation structure
need to be corrected for the
sector, which can be a bright spot
of the economy. Singh said big
bold reforms and more out of the
box thinking can be expected
from the government. “If there
was any government which has
will and political strength, then it
is this government. Aviation can
be one of the bright spots of the
economy ... Some wonderful work
has been done, if you see UDAN
scheme and other initiatives,”
Singh told PTI in a recent interview on the sidelines of an IATA
event here.

BoB puts NPAs of over
₹9,000 crore on the block
MUMBAI: As resolution through
the insolvency courts keep
getting delayed inordinately, the
state-run Bank of Baroda has put
on sale non-performing loans
amounting to ₹9,060 crore,
including two large accounts Bhushan Power & Steel and Alok
Industries which are undergoing
insolvency process but delayed.
While Bhushan Power & Steel
dues are to the tune of ₹2,099
crore, Alok Industries dues are
₹903 crore. Both companies are
among the 12 largest stressed
accounts which the Reserve Bank
of India had asked banks to refer
to National Company Law
Tribunals for resolution in June
2017 and forms the first list put
out by the monetary authority in
the mid-2016. The third largest
lender had put Bhushan Power &
Steel on sale in December 2018
but could not find a buyer.

Reliance Power posts
₹3,558 crore net loss in Q4
NEW DELHI: Anil Ambani Group
firm Reliance Power on Sunday
reported a net loss of ₹3,558.51
crore for the quarter ended March
31, as against a net profit of
₹189.21 crore in the year-ago
period. In a filing with the BSE,
Reliance Power said the board in
its meeting on June 8 approved
the audited financial results for
the quarter and financial year
ended March 2018, and also
approved raising resources by
issuing debt securities by way of
privately placed debentures,
subject to approvals. For full
fiscal, Reliance Power reported
net loss of ₹2,951.82 crore as
against net profit ₹840.46 crore.
“The figures for the quarter ended
March 31, 2019 and March 31, 2018
are the balancing figures between
the audited figures in respect of
full financial year and the restated
year to date figures up to the
third quarter of the respective
financial year,” the firm said.

ONGC, Vedanta set to win
nine oil, gas blocks each
NEW DELHI: State-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corp. (ONGC) and
mining billionaire Anil Agarwalled Vedanta Ltd are set to win
nine oil and gas blocks each in the
latest auction, while Reliance
Industries Ltd and its British
partner BP Plc is set to win KG
basin gas block. People familiar
with the matter said the directorate general of hydrocarbons
(DGH) has completed the evaluation of the bids received for 32 oil
and gas exploration blocks that
were auctioned in the latest
licensing round. As per the bid
evaluation, ONGC and Vedanta
Ltd are top bidders in nine blocks
each and state-owned Oil India
Ltd (OIL) in 12 areas. Reliance-BP
combine outbid ONGC in one
Krishna Godavari basin block in
the Bay of Bengal.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

INCREASING REVENUE Tax on long-term capital gains are also likely to go up
Gireesh Chandra Prasad
n

gireesh.p@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: Finance minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman won’t cut the
tax rate for large companies to
25% from 30% in the forthcoming
budget and may raise the longterm capital gains tax, as the government grapples with a potential revenue shortfall and additional spending commitments.
The Narendra Modi administration is exploring ways to garner more tax revenue either by
tapping new sources or by digging into existing ones, a person
familiar with the discussions in
the government said on condition of anonymity.
One of the ways being examined by officials is whether there
is a scope to raise the tax on gains
made when stocks that are held
for more than a year are sold,
said the person cited above. Such
long-term capital gains exceeding ₹1 lakh are now taxed at 10%.
Modi, who returned to office
for a second term last month
with a massive mandate, has to
find the resources to back the
income support scheme for
farmers and pensions for traders
while forgoing revenue on relief
promised to small taxpayers in
the interim budget his previous
government presented in February before going to the elections.
Sitharaman, set to present the
full-year budget for FY20 in the
first week ofnext month, also has
the task of adding momentum to
a slowing economy. She will
have to find ways to fund a new
scheme on skill development
and job creation, now a priority
for the government.
Sitharaman is part of the two
new cabinet committees led by
Modi on investment and growth,
and jobs and skill development.

Taxing times

About 800,000 domestic firms with
sales up to ₹250 crore attract 25%
corporate tax on sales, while 7,000
others with sales above ₹250 crore are in
the 30% slab. For foreign firms, the tax
rate is 40%. A look at how this compares
with the rates in other countries.

Foreign
companies**

India
Domesti
Domestic
companies*

40%

Sales above ₹250 cr
New
manufacturing
company
Sales up to
₹250 cr

France

30%

29.74%

US

25%

25.89%

UK

25%

19%

E
Except
t iin tthe case of France and the UK, figures are for the combined
rate of central government and subnational taxes on corporate income.
* Exclusive of 7-12% surcharge. **Exclusive of 2-5% surcharge. No tax on
dividend distribution.
Source: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

The promise of lowering the
corporate tax rate to 25% was
made by Sitharaman’s predecessor, Arun Jaitley, in the budget
for FY16. In his FY17 budget, he
followed it up with a reduction in
rate to 29% for small companies
with sales up to ₹5 crore and to
25%fornewmanufacturingcompanies.
The benefit of the 25% tax rate
was subsequently given to companies with sales up to ₹50 crore
in the FY18 budget. Jaitley
extended the benefit to businesses with ₹250 crore in sales in
his FY19 budget. This has benefited most of the over 800,000
companies that file returns, but
the cream—about 7,000 companies with sales above ₹250 crore
that contribute the lion’s share
of corporate tax collection—
remain in the 30% slab.
Lowering the tax rate for
these companies will pinch the

government and has to be
accompanied by strong anti-evasion measures, said a second person, who also sought anonymity.
“There is no fiscal space for it at
this juncture,” added the person.
Tax receipts of previous years
available on the income tax
department’s website show that
about 100 companies comprising
0.012% of the 800,000 companies
contribute over 40% of India’s
corporate tax collection. The
interim budget had set a corporate tax collection target of ₹7.6
lakh crore for FY20.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had promised in its election manifesto to work towards
lower tax rates and better compliance, raising the hopes of
businesses.
“Thelargeindustry awaits the
advantage of a lower tax rate in
line with global trends. It would
be interesting to see if the gov-

ernment bites the bullet in this
budget by lowering the corporate income tax rate to 25% for all
companies or provides only a
partial relief, keeping in mind
the fiscal constraints,” said
Sudhir Kapadia, national tax
leader at EY India.
A potential increase in capital
gains tax on equities and equityoriented mutual funds follows
the robust performance of capital markets. The finance ministry will analyse the move before
it takes a final decision.
Giving relief to taxpayers in
the forthcoming budget is likely
to be limited to areas that will not
pinch the government but
improve the optics, said the first
person cited earlier.
Industry executives have
urged the government to cut the
corporate tax rate, make funds
cheaper and unleash bold
reforms in land and labour.

malaSitharamancalleduponthe
G20 members to urgently fix the
issue of taxing profits made by
digital economy companies in
countrieswheretheydonothave
significant physical presence.
The work on tax challenges
arising from the digitalization of
economy is entering a critical
phase, Sitharaman said on Sunday at the G20 meetingof finance
ministers and central bank governors at Fukuoka in Japan, her
first foreign engagement after
taking charge of the ministry.
“In this respect, the FM
strongly supported the potential
solution based on the concept of
‘significant economic presence’
ofbusinessestakingintoaccount
the evidence of their purposeful
and sustained interaction with
the economy of a country. This
concepthasbeenpilotedbyIndia
andsupportedbyalargenumber
of countries including the G24,”
the finance ministry said.
Since offshore digital companies such as Facebook, Google,
andNetflixhavelittlepresencein
India, taxing their profits is not
possible. This prompted the government to roll out equalization
levy as a tax deducted at source
on payments made to them by
Indian firms with effect from
June 2016.
The idea is to address the
shortcomingsintaxingthedigital
economy by bringing offshore
companies with ‘significant economic presence’ in India into the
tax net. Offshore entities with a
minimum number of customers
are now deemed to have a business presence in India, making
them taxable.
However, India opposed the
attempts by developed countries
to formulate an e-commerce policyoutsidetheWorldTradeOrganization (WTO) framework.
Advocacy on free trade should

n

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman at the G20 meeting of finance
ministers and central bank governors at Fukuoka in Japan. BLOOMBERG

not necessarily lead to justificationofdatafreeflow,India’strade
ministerPiyushGoyalsaidatthe
G20ministerialmeetingontrade
and digital economy.
“Issuesofprivacyandsecurity
should be given due consideration, in the debate on data free
flow with trust. Clarity on all
these issues is essential, before
embarking on ‘rule making’ on
e-commerce. Developing countries need time and policy space
tobuilddeepestunderstandingof
the subject and formulate their
own legal and regulatory frameworkbeforemeaningfullyengagingine-commercenegotiations,”
he said.
G20 members exchanged
views on various issues, including the concept of data free flow
with trust and WTO discussions
onelectroniccommerce,bearing
inmindtheimportanceofensuring that all countries are able to
realise their opportunities, the
jointstatementaftertheG20ministerialmeetingontradeanddigital economy noted.
“Discussions should continue
with a view to enhance the benefitsofdigitization,whichistransformingeveryaspectofoureconomiesandsocieties,andcancontribute to economic growth, job
creation,inclusion,development

andinnovation,”accordingtothe
statement.
Members affirmedthe need to
handle trade tensions and foster
mutually beneficial trade relations, especially in view of the
escalatingtradewarbetweenthe
US and China, it said. “We note
thattradeandinvestmentgrowth
slowedin2018andthatthisiscontributing to a weaker global
growth outlook for 2019-20 than
previously projected. While
growth is expected to increase in
2020,downsiderisksarisingfrom
the current trade environment
couldunderminethisgrowth,”it
said.
Indiahasopposedreformsproposed in the multilateral trading
systemthatunderminetherights
of developing countries, calling
for reforms that inspire confidence among all members.
The abrupt push to alter rules
ofthe institution midway has led
todisruptionsinworldtrade,just
when member countries were
beginningtoenjoythebenefitsof
free trade, Goyal said.
“Indiabelievesthatthereform
process should not undermine
the WTO’s fundamental principles,namely,‘SpecialandDifferential Treatment’, ‘Consensus’-based decision making and
objective of ‘Development’.

MFs reduce exposure to NBFCs IL&FS fraud was flagged in 2017: SFIO
THE DETAILED SFIO
by ₹67,000 cr since September
PROBE HAS REVEALED
Press Trust of India
n

Jayshree P Upadhyay
n

jayshree.p@livemint.com

MUMBAI: As a liquidity crisis
unfolded in India’s shadow
banking sector beginning September, mutual funds that had
lent heavily to these companies
till then raced to cut their risk,
shedding their exposure by
₹67,000 crore in the next few
months.
Still, mutual funds continue to
have a massive ₹3.12 lakh crore
exposure to non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and
housing finance companies
(HFCs), a Mint analysis of the
latest data available till April 31
shows, adding up to 12.5% of
their overall assets under management.
Asset managers have been
hurtling from crisis to crisis in
the NBFC segment, beginning
with a series of defaults by Infrastructure Leasing and Financial
Services Ltd group companies in
September 2018. The collapse
forced fundmanagers to write off
their nearly ₹3,000 crore investment in non-banks.
The mutual fund industry
received a fresh jolt in June after
credit rating agencies downgraded debt papers of Dewan
Housing Finance Ltd (DHFL).
Asset management companies (AMCs) have a cumulative
exposure of ₹5,336 crore to
DHFL, spread across 165 mutual
fund schemes. However, DHFL
paid out its obligation to fixed
maturity plans of Reliance
Mutual Fund on June 7.
The crisis has forced mutual
funds to change their ways of

Mutual funds have a total exposure of ₹3.12 trillion to
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and housing finance
companies (HFCs), accounting for 12.5% of their overall assets
under management.
NBFC+HFC expsoure (in ₹lakh crore)
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Source: Mint analysis of mutual fund disclosure

lending to NBFCs and HFCs.
From an exposure of ₹3.79 lakh
crore in September, AMCs have
been reducing it every month by
not rolling over their debt and
selling their loans to them.
According to the disclosures
by mutual funds, the top five
NBFCs where AMCs have
reduced exposure are Indiabulls
Group, Piramal Group, DHFL
group, IIFL Holdings Ltd and
Edelweiss Group.
However, AMCs’ decision to
reduce exposure to these NBFCs
seem to be driven more by sentiment because none of them, barring perhaps DHFL, is facing a
liquidity crisis.
“Many NBFCs have liquidity,
but sentiment towards the sector
is not favourable, which is perhaps the reason for such a swing
in exposure,” said Arvind Chari,
head of fixed income at Quantum
Mutual Fund. “Some of the senti-

Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com
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Star Wars Jedi: Fallen Order will be released on November 15. AFP

games, with a single-player
format following an elaborate
story line.
The two releases show how
the video game industry has
changed, experimenting with

different business and revenue models after closely-held
Epic Games’ Fortnite
attracted more than 250 million players worldwide.
Vince Zampella, chief exec-

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The long-running

Trimming risky assets

mental concern is based on balance-sheet related to real estate
exposure or simply the worry
that will the NBFC find refinancing or not.”
There have been exceptions,
too.
During the same period, funds
have increased their exposure to
NBFCs such as Bajaj Finance
Ltd, Muthoot Finance Ltd, HDB
Financial Services (a unit of
HDFC Bank), Kotak Mahindra
Investments Ltd and Sundaram
Finance Ltd.
“This signifies that AMCs are
perhaps not gloomy about the
NBFC story and do not see it as a
systemic issue,” said the head of
fixed income fund at a largesized AMC. “Even in NBFCs
where we have reduced exposure, we are still convinced of the
story. We are adhering to client
demands to reduce our exposure
to certain NBFCs and HFCs.”

Electronic Arts tests new formats to rival Fortnite
LOSANGELES: Electronic Arts
Inc., creator of a Star Wars line
of video games, showed off two
of its newest titles, illustrating
how the industry is wrestling
to compete with the runaway
success of Fortnite.
Apex Legends is a free, multiplayer game released in February, replicating the model
used by its rival, Fortnite. In
the latest installment, due
next month, Electronics Arts
is introducing a new weapon,
character and ways to speed
up the game. Another hotlyanticipated title, Star Wars
Jedi: Fallen Order, is a throwback to more traditional

29.89%

Japan

NEW VIDEO GAMES

n

32.02%

Germany

asit.m@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: Finance minister Nir-

utive officer of Electronic
Arts’ Respawn Entertainment, the studio that created
both games, said the changes
to Apex, including a feature
that lets contestants quickly
play against the best opponents, were made in response
to feedback from fans.
“People loved the game,
they love playing it, but there
wasn’t enough content,” Zampella said in an interview. “We
didn’t expect the game to blow
up as big as it did.”
The games were two of
many that Electronic Arts
showed off at a fan event it’s
hosting in Los Angeles in
advance of the industry’s
annual E3 trade show, which
begins June 11.

fraudulent activities at crisisridden Infrastructure Leasing &
Financial Services Ltd (IL&FS)
could have come to light much
earlier in 2017, but for a cover-up
job done by the top management
in connivance with the independent directors on a whistleblower complaint, a Serious
Fraud Investigation Office
(SFIO) investigation has
revealed.
The detailed probe by SFIO
into the affairs of IL&S Financial
Services Ltd (IFIN) has revealed
a plethora of lapses, violations,
evergreening of loans, deliberate
delay in recoveries and even a
whistleblower
complaint
brushed aside by the then management in 2017.

THAT A WHISTLEBLOWER
COMPLAINT WAS
BRUSHED ASIDE BY THE
MANAGEMENT IN 2017

As a multipronged strategy
continues for revival of the ailing
group and to bring to book the
perpetrators of the fraud, the
earlier audit committee of IFIN
has been found at fault on multiple occasions.
Analysis of e-mails and information collected from personnel
and other people familiar with
the matter have revealed that a
whistleblower complaint was
received in early 2017.
However, the audit committee, which is required to have an

oversight on the vigil mechanism atthe company, failed toact
properly with respect to the complaint.
Citing the SFIO investigation
report, which is part of a chargesheet filed by the government’s
white-collar
investigation
agency in this case, officials said
theIFINmanagementwasaware
about the whistleblower complaint that was received in
March 2017 but the audit committee discussed about it only in
December 2017.
Further, the investigation
found that the audit committee
simply went by the management
version and did not inquire into
the allegations made in the whistleblower complaint.
The scam at IL&FS came to
light last year after several
group entities defaulted on
repayments due to severe liquid-

Unicorns outpace traditional
tech companies in acquisitions
Deepti Chaudhary
n

deepti.c@livemint.com

China calls in
foreign tech
companies after
Huawei sales ban
Agencies

BENGALURU: The top unicorns—

shorthandforstartupswithvaluations of $1 billion or more—in
India are also the most acquisitive. Among other things, it indicates how many of these companies have used mergers and
acquisitions (M&As) to scale up
rapidly in a short period of time.
Incontrast,amongtraditional
technology companies in India,
such deals are few and far
between.
For instance, Quikr, the most
acquisitive unicorn in India, has
made 12 acquisitions since 2016,
according to Tracxn, a technology data tracker. In comparison,
India’s largest tech firm, Tata
Consultancy Services Ltd, has
made just two acquisitions,
according to Crunchbase data.
Successful acquisitions are
also more common among startups than traditional technology
companies.
In 2014, when Flipkart bought
Myntra for nearly $330 million,
littledidtheunicornknowthatits
acquisition of the country’s largest online fashion retailer would
bear fruit. Last year, when Walmart purchased Flipkart for a
valuation of $21 billion, Myntra
comprised $5.5-6.5 billion of the
deal value, becoming one of the
mostsuccessfulacquisitionsbya
unicorn in India so far.
Over the past four years, unicornshavebeenonanacquisition
spreeevenastheywerebusyraisingcapital.About36acquisitions
havebeenmadebyfiveunicorns.

ity problems. Later, the government superseded the board of
directors, which is now working
on ways to revive the ailing
group.
IFIN, which has been found to
be funding its own revenues for
several years, was the main
source of funds for the IL&FS
group entities. The group had
accumulated a debt burden of
more than ₹90,000 crore.
The company converted the
funds of banks and public as
profit with fraudulent lending
activities, while the profits were
also utilised for payment of managerial remuneration and dividend to the holding company.
The officials noted that the
audit committee did not raise
any red flag even when there
were instances of “disbursal and
bullet recovery of loans” on
same day or within a few days.
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BEIJING: China summoned global
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The most acquisitive unicorn in India is Quikr, which has made 12
acquisitions since 2016.
AFP

Thedifferenceliesinthesizeof
the deals, where traditional tech
firms take the lead.
While there a few big purchases by the Indian unicorns, a
majority ofthem are in therange
of $40-50 million or just acquihires, where a startup is bought
primarilyfortheskillsorexpertise of its employees and not the
products or services it may be
offering.
Experts say startups such as
Quikr, Flipkart, Paytm and Oyo
HotelsandHomestendtoacquire
moreastheirbusinessesareconsumer-facing and depend on
back-end technologies such as
artificial intelligence, machine
learning and data mining that
help in boosting usage experience.Therefore,theappetiteisto
acquire startups that are doing
innovative work in these segments.
“IfyouhavetheIP(intellectual

property),ifyouhavethehuman
resources, which are perceived
as beneficial for the acquirer,
then it’s a win-win situation for
both the acquirer and the acquiree,” said Murali Talasila, partnerandinnovationleaderatPwC
India.
ForhospitalityfirmOyo,aunicornbackedbySoftBank’sVision
Fund, the acquisition strategy is
targetedatacquiringentitiesthat
help it in enhancing its core tech
and business capabilities and
enablemarketshareacceleration
in key markets and segments by
starting new businesses.
Since inception, Oyo has completed four acquisitions, the latest being that of Amsterdambased vacation rental company
@LeisureGroupfor$415million,
which helped the company get a
foothold in Europe by providing
aninventoryofmorethan300,000
rooms.

technology companies for talks
last week following last month’s
US ban on selling technology to
China’sHuaweiTechnologiesCo
Ltd, two people familiar with the
matter told Reuters on Sunday.
The blacklisting of Huawei,
the world’s largest maker of telecoms network equipment, bars
US companies from supplying it
with many goods and services
due to what Washington said
were national security issues, a
potentially crippling blow that
sharply escalated US-China
trade tensions.
Huawei denies that its equipment poses a security threat.
Soon afterwards, Beijing
announced it would release its
own list of “unreliable” foreign
entities. It also has hinted that it
will limit its supply of rare earths
to the US.
A person at US software giant
Microsoft Corp. said the company’s session with Chinese officials was not a direct warning
but it was made clear to the firm
that complying with US bans
would likely lead to further complications for all sector participants.
Meanwhile, Huawei said it
has obtained 46 commercial 5G
contracts so far in 30 countries
and shipped over 100,000 5G stations globally, despite the US ban
on use of its 5G services.
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ICC WORLD CUP 2019

Aussiesdrowninoceanofruns&blue
COMMANDING SHOW Dhawan’s century and Kohli’s 82 help India rack up 352 for 5 before bowlers restrict the opposition to help India win by 36 runs
HT@
WORLD CUP

NUMBERED
India’s total of 352/5 is
their highest vs Australia
in World Cups. It is their
fourth best overall.

1
2
4
1273

ADITYA IYER
LONDON:On a day when the only

Australia conceded 300
or more only for the
second time in the
World Cup.

sprinkle of yellow shirts in the
stands, amid the ocean of blue,
were fans in Chennai Super
Kings kits, India’s opening batsmen walked out to bat. This was
the Oval cricket ground in London, but it could well have been
the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai; the 11 Australians on the
field will certainly vouch for
that. The sounds, the vibrations,
and most essentially even the
pitch, were reminiscent of a
ground in India. And here, as a
crisp sun shone, the Indian toporder made runs.
Lots and lots of runs—352 of
them, India’s third highest team
score at a World Cup. Virat
Kohli (who had chosen to bat at
the toss) scored 82, his first score
of over fifty during this World
Cup tour, including the
warm-up games. Rohit Sharma
looked good for his second
straight hundred when he dismissed himself for 57. And
even Hardik Pandya, promoted
to No.4 to up the run rate,
slapped the ball often into the
rapturous terraces as he raced
to a 27-ball 48.
MAN OF THE MATCH
But the man of the morning—
and match—was Shikhar
Dhawan, a batting-wicket beast
who often tends to turn into a
ten-headed monster during
ICC’s major tournaments. In a
match where six batsmen
across the board got to a halfcentury (and eight above 40),
Dhawan was the only centurion.
In the end, Australia’s contextually narrow, 36-run loss came
down to them not having a triple-figure individual score as
well in their side.
On Sunday, the contest was a
close one on the flattest wicket
produced by the Oval in this
World Cup. And both innings
were eerily similar, what with
the best fast bowlers in this
World Cup, Mitchell Starc and
Jasprit Bumrah, going for runs
(74 and 61, respectively) and
almost every specialist batsman
who batted on either side kicking off to a solid start.
While Bhuvneshwar Kumar
officially put this game to bed in
the 40th over (they were 2 runs
ahead of India at the same stage
of the game), when he dismissed
Steve Smith on 69 and allrounder Marcus Stoinis on zero
in the space of three balls, it was
Dhawan who ensured with his
essay that Australia had a little

It is India’s fourth win
in World Cups over
Australia, who still
enjoy an 8-4 record.

Runs in partnership scored by
Sharma and Dhawan in ODIs
vs Aus, the most by any pair.

110.75

Dhawan’s ODI avg at the Oval
after his 117. His scores at the
venue are 102*, 125, 78, 21, 117.

scorecard
n

n

Shikhar Dhawan scored his 17th ODI career century during the league match against Australia at the Oval in London on Sunday. Dhawan added 127 with Rohit Sharma at the top.

standings
Team P

W

L

Pts

NRR

NZ

3

3

0

6

2.163

Eng

3

2

1

4

1.307

Ind

2

2

0

4

0.539

Aus

3

2

1

4

0.483

SL

3

1

1

3

-1.517

Pak

3

1

1

3

-2.412

WI

2

1

1

2

2.054

Ban

3

1

2

2

-0.714

SA

3

0

3

0

-0.952

Afg

3

0

3

0

-1.493

Updated till Ind v Aus match

too much to chase during the
dregs of this match.
For a man who wasn’t among
the runs until Sunday, and
Dhawan almost never is in the

‘NZ should play Nicholls,
Sodhi to counter India’
Reuters
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: NewZealandshouldcon-

sider bringing Henry Nicholls
back to strengthen the batting
lineupandplayTimSoutheeand
legspinner Ish Sodhi against
Indiain theirnextCricketWorld
Cup match, former coach Mike
Hesson believes.
The Black Caps secured their
third successive win in the tournamentinEnglandwithasevenwicketvictoryover Afghanistan
inTaunton onSaturdayto sittop
of the standings on six points.
Kane Williamson’s side have
been unchanged in their three
matchesbutHesson,whoguided
the side to their only World Cup
final in Australia in 2015, said
they should consider bringing
back Nicholls and opening

n

R Sharma c Carey b Coulter-Nile
57 (70)
S Dhawan c sub b Starc 117 (109)
VKohli cCummins bStoinis 82 (77)
HPandyacFinchbCummins 48 (27)
MS Dhoni c & b Stoinis
27 (14)
KL Rahul not out
11 (3)
K Jadhav not out
0 (0)
n Extras (lb-3, w-7)
10
n Total (for 5 wkts, 50 overs) 352
n FoW: 1-127, 2-220, 3-301, 4-338,
5-348
n Bowling: P Cummins 10-0-55-1,
M Starc 10-0-74-1, N Coulter-Nile
10-1-63-1, G Maxwell 7-0-45-0, A
Zampa 6-0-50-0, M Stoinis
7-0-62-2.
AFP PHOTO
n

lead-up to a big event (he scored
8 in the opening game, and 2 and
1 in the warm-ups), it began with
a struggle.
When he was still in single
digits, and he was in single digits for a while, Australia’s
mighty quicks Mitchell Starc
and Pat Cummins had the lefthanded batsman dancing this
way and that for a while.
In the fourth over of the game,
Starc ran in from the Vauxhall
End and bounced Dhawan with
a ball whose speed soared past
the 90mph mark, and somehow
Dhawan swayed out of the way.
Next ball, with the batsman
planted deep in the crease, Starc
shot in a yorker and even
Dhawan didn’t know how he
dug it out, his head turning
about immediately to see if his
stumps had been rearranged.

bowler Southee andintroducing
Sodhi. “I don’t subscribe to the
theory of never changing a winning team, particularly when
Nicholls and Southee were the
incumbents before they got
injured,” Hesson wrote in a column on Stuff Media on Sunday.
“It might mean Colin de
GrandhommeandMattHenrysit
this one out. Again, horses for
courses.”
While New Zealand’s bowlers
have set the platform for their
three victories by restricting Sri
Lanka,BangladeshandAfghanistan to below-parscores,Hesson
saidIndia wouldputpressureon
the batters on Thursday.
“Conditions will be so different, and India’s two-pronged
wrist spin attack of Yuzvendra
Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav will
challenge our middle order,”

Hesson added. “That’s where
Nichollsisaseriousoptionatsix.
Jimmy Neesham and de Grandhommearebothgoodstrikersbut
notourbestplayersofwristspin.
“IfyouhaveNichollsandTom
Latham in the middle order they
can hopefully score freely off
thesespinnersastheycansweep
and reverse sweep.”
HessonalsothoughtthatSodhi
would provide something different on a Trent Bridge pitch that
couldsuithavingtwospinnersin
the lineup.
“I’dexpectit to be the bestsurface they’veplayed onso far,and
a high scoring game,” he wrote.
“If they remove all the grass
fromthepitch,theotheroptionis
bring in Sodhi for Henry with
Neesham as your third seamer;
two frontline spinnersand Colin
Munro up your sleeve.”

Former New Zealand coach Mike Hesson feels spinner Ish Sodhi should play the game against India.
AP PHOTO
The leg-spinner bowled just three overs in the warm-up game against the Indians.

The sixth over, bowled by
Cummins, started in a similar
fashion.
One short ball followed
another and the second one
squared Dhawan up, marginally missing his outside edge on
the way to the wicketkeeper. Yet
another bouncer, the third in a
row now from Cummins, had
him defending ugly. All this
short stuff, from both Starc and
Cummins, were in line with the
stumps and had kept Dhawan
quiet and sweating. So, when
Cummins missed his line next
ball and directed yet another
short one wide of Dhawan’s off
stump, he slashed at it and the
ball screeched away for his first
boundary.
When Dhawan strikes form
he tends to be very strong
square of the wicket, as even his

drives are directed more
towards point than the cover
region. But you can really tell he
is ready for big runs when he
begins to cut and pull at will.
This began in the over after
Cummins, when Nathan Coulter-Nile was introduced into the
attack, and there was no turning
back for Dhawan after that.
BOWLING LIABILITY
Coulter-Nile is perhaps the
weakest link of Australia’s
bowling attack, but simply had
to play this match after his bat
had rescued them against West
Indies.
With the ball, however, Coulter-Nile was hit for 70 runs
against West Indies and it was
not any better on Sunday. His
first over went for 14 runs after
Dhawan twice cut him for four

past point. He had by then
gained enough confidence to
charge Coulter-Nile and hit a
third boundary straight down
the ground.
With Coulter-Nile and the
leg-spinner Adam Zampa getting hit for a couple of big overs
in the second powerplay, Australia captain Aaron Finch was
forced to bring his strike bowlers back in the middle orders.
Australia would pay heavily for
this at the death, with India
scoring 116 runs in the last 10
overs—only half of them bowled
by the combo of Starc and Cummins.
Back to Dhawan. Along with
Sharma (he did get a fifty, but it
was an unusual innings where
he struck his first boundary off
the 30th ball he faced and hit
only three more) the openers

India

brought up their 16th hundredrun stand at the end of the 19th
over.
Sharma perished soon after,
but Dhawan pushed on, charging into the nineties with an
under-edged ramp off Cummins
in the 29th over. Three overs
later, he pressed the ball to midoff and looked to get his 100th
run, nearly causing the run out
of Kohli.
They ran off the ricocheting
overthrow anyway, and
Dhawan had to wait until the
third umpire deemed Kohli safe
before he could spread his arms
apart (like he does with a bat in
one hand and helmet in the
other) and grin towards the
dressing room for the second
time at a World Cup, and fifth
time
in
an
ICC
tournament.

Australia

D Warner c Kumar b Chahal
56 (84)
A Finch run out
36 (35)
S Smith lbw b Kumar
69 (70)
U Khawaja b Bumrah
42 (39)
G Maxwell c sub b Chahal 28 (14)
M Stoinis b Kumar
0 (2)
A Carey not out
55 (35)
N Coulter-Nile c Kohli b Bumrah
4 (9)
P Cummins c Dhoni b Bumrah
8 (7)
M Starc run out
3 (3)
A Zampa c sub b Kumar
1 (3)
n Extras (b-3, lb-3, nb-1, w-7) 14
Total (all out in 50 overs)
316
n FoW: 1-61, 2-133, 3-202, 4-238,
5-238, 6-244, 7-283, 8-300, 9-313.
n Bowling: B Kumar 10-0-50-3, J
Bumrah 10-1-61-3, H Pandya
10-0-68-0, K Yadav 9-0-55-0, Y
Chahal 10-0-62-2, K Jadhav
1-0-14-0.

SA in a muddle, look for turnaround
HT@
WORLD CUP
SOMSHUVRA LAHA
SOUTHAMPTON: South Africa are
going through a strange phase.
Theyhavelostthreeconsecutive
leaguematchesofaWorldCup,a
first in their history. Their best
bowler was ruled out without
bowling a ball due to a previous
injury. And their best batsman
reportedlywantedtocomeoutof
retirement a day before the final
selection meeting to pick the
WorldCupsquad.Disjointedand
distracted, this team is no patch
on the talented and thoroughly
professionalSouthAfricanunits
fromthepast.Foronlythesecond
timeineightWorldCupeditions,
South Africa may not reach the
knockouts. And they have themselves to blame for that.
To begin with, this isn’t the
most proficient South Africa
team in the batting department.
Aiden Markram opens in Tests.
An average of less than 30 since
debut isn’t a great stat but South
Africaclearlydon’thaveoptions.
Whichalsomeanstheyhavegone
into this World Cup relying on
Quinton de Kock, skipper Faf du
Plessis and Hashim Amla to do
the bulk of the scoring. Form
didn’tback Amla’s selection, but
the management nevertheless
went with him as opener along
with de Kock. It hasn’t reflected
positively in the scores.
In two matches, Amla has a
totalof19runs.Threefiftieshave
been scored and the three batsmen to have crossed 100 runs in
the tournament so far are Rassie
van der Dussen (113), du Plessis
(105) and de Kock (101).
Despite his talent and cleanhitting ability, David Miller can
neverbeassociatedwithconsistency, so the batting again suffers

n

With his team’s batting failing and bowling suffering from injuries, SA skipper Faf du Plessis has a lot of
GETTY IMAGES
things to ponder on.

atNo5or6.Andwithoutaproper
all-rounder—thoughJPDuminy
andChrisMorrisaretryingtheir
best—we are essentially looking
at a long tail.
That brings us to the bowling
bit. With Dale Steyn in and out of
theTestandODIteamsinthelast
two years, Kagiso Rabada was
more or less anointed the pace
spearhead. And when Lungi
Ngidi joined in 2018, this South
Africa squad finally had two

world-class pacers who could
operate at any stage of the
innings. But we are now looking
at a situation where Rabada
might feel a bit lonely because
Ngidipulledoutmidwayintothe
matchagainstBangladeshdueto
a hamstring pull that sidelined
him for 10 days. It is here that the
off-field drama surrounding this
South Africa team becomes crucial.
Let’s face it, South Africa

minus Steyn and AB de Villiers
look far less menacing. And it
couldhaveservedtheBoardwell
had they handled these two legendsproperly.AllowingSteynto
play Indian Premier League was
hara-kiri when he had been slipping in and out of injury rehabs
the previous year.
While there is no doubt de Villiers has been fickle-minded
about retirement, it’s also the
Board’sresponsibilitytoaddress

it keeping in mind their requirements, something the Indian
cricket Board has done reasonably well in the last decade or so
when it comes to phasing out
cricketers.
It’s a clear case of lack of communication. And the South African cricket Board has sent the
right message to the players by
makinganexampleofdeVilliers.
Attheendoftheday,nooneisbigger than the game.
Coach Ottis Gibson wasn’t
impressed with the absent stalwart hogging the limelight. “I
don’t think you should have to
beg a guy to play for his country,
but I did make it clear that I
thought he was making a bad
decision, that he could help us
wintheWorldCup,andhesaidhe
had made his decision and it was
time to spend time with his family, and that was the end of that
really,” he said on Saturday.
The revelation though is illtimed. And on Sunday, Rabada
admitted the team was trying to
deal with off-field distractions.
Thehoopladidn’timpressGibson
though. “Suddenly, we have
come to the World Cup and we
havehadonebadweek,andABis
the saviour. But the guy is
retired, he’s made his decision,
and we as a team,and I guess you
guys as well, we have to live with
the decision that he’s made and
he has to live with the decision
that he’s made. To come the day
before and say that he’d like to
comeback wouldseem a little bit
strange,tosaytheleast,”hesaid.
It’s quite apparent how the
defeats and the drama have left
South Africa high and dry just
three matches into their campaign.Butitmostlyboilsdownto
poor planning. Their cricket has
been decent though nowhere
near excellent. That is what they
need to be against West Indies in
Southampton,tostayaliveinthis
World Cup.
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Rafa’s12:Kingofclayreignssupremeagain
FRENCH OPEN FINAL Spanish maestro subdues the title challenge of Austrian Thiem for second year in a row to win 18th Grand Slam, now two short of Federer
Associated Press
n

MATCH STATS

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

For a few, fleeting
moments Sunday, Rafael Nadal
found his French Open supremacy seemingly threatened by
Dominic Thiem, a younger, talented opponent challenging him
in the final for the second consecutive year.
A poor game from Nadal
allowed Thiem to break him and
even things at a set apiece. That
development brought fans to
their feet in Court Philippe Chatrier, roaring and clapping and,
above all, wondering: Was this,
now, a real contest? Could Thiem
push Nadal more? Could he
make this surge last? Would
Nadal falter?
That the questions were
raised at all was significant. The
answers, perhaps not surprisingly, arrived swiftly. Nadal
reasserted himself, as he usually
does at Roland Garros, by grabbing 16 of the next 17 points and
12 of the remaining 14 games,
pulling away to beat Thiem 6-3,
5-7, 6-1, 6-1 for his record-extending 12th championship at the
French Open.
“I gave everything I had,”
Thiem said. “It’s amazing: 12
times here. It’s unreal.”
No one in tennis ever has won
any major tournament that
many times. Then again, no one
ever has been as suited for success on any of the sport’s surfaces as this 33-year-old Spaniard
is on red clay: Nadal is 93-2 for his
career at Roland Garros, winning four in a row from 2005-08,
five in a row from 2010-14, and
now three in a row.
Looking at the bigger picture,
Nadalisnowupto18GrandSlam
trophies, moving within two of
Roger Federer’s men’s record of
20.
Thiem, a 25-year-old Austrian
who was seeded No. 4 and upset
No. 1 Novak Djokovic in the
semifinals, was eyeing his first
major title in this rematch of the
2018 final in Paris. But again, he
couldn’t solve Nadal.
“First thing that I want to say
is congrats to Dominic. I feel
sorry, because he deserves it
here, too,” Nadal said during the
trophy ceremony. “He has an
unbelievable intensity.”
This one began on a cloudy afternoon, with the temperature in

Nadal

PARIS :

Match duration: 3hr 1 min

n

Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Austria's Dominic Thiem in men’s singles final at Roland Garros on Sunday.

the low 60s (mid-teens Celsius)
and only a slight breeze. In the
initial game - interrupted briefly
by a baby wailing in the stands,
drawinga laugh from other spectators and prompting Nadal to
back away from the baseline
between serves - three of the five
points lasted at least 11 strokes.
And, thereby, a pattern was
established: By the end of the
3-hour, 1-minute match, a total of
46 points went 10 strokes or
more. Each man claimed half.
Both men would station themselves along the baseline and
sprint, scramble, slide, stretch to
somehow reach just about each
and every ball that came their
way, not merely putting a racket
on it but responding with a

n
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KINGSTON: Shelly-Ann Fraser-

Pryce’s steady return to her best
form continued at the Racers
GrandPrixonSaturdaywhenthe
twice Olympic champion blazed
toaworldleading10.88secondsin
the100metresattheNationalStadium in Kingston.
Running in lane four, FraserPrycehadtheleadatthe30-metre
mark and powered away to beat
fellow Jamaican Jonielle Smith
and Trinidad and Tobago’s
Michelle-Lee Ahye, who were
both timed at 11.20. The time,
whichbetteredhermeetrecordof
11.09from2016,leftFraser-Pryce
delighted with her form two
weeksbeforetheJamaicantrials
with her bid for a fourth 100m
world title to come in Doha later
this year. “Honestly 10.88! Of
course, I mean, what more could
I have asked for tonight?” the
32-year-old told Reuters.
“I’m pleased not only with the
victory but because I broke my

meet record that I’ve always
wanted,soI’mgivingGodthanks
for that as I look forward to the
nationalchampionship. Thelast
time I ran 10.88 was 2016, so it is
just the work. I continue to work
hard and continue to trust the
processbecauseit’snotjustabout
winning, it’s about taking my
time to get back to my best.”
Despite running her fastest
time since her return from havingababyin2017,thethree-times
sprint world champion said she
wasdeterminednottolooktoofar
ahead this season.
“My next aim is to make the
teamtotheDohaWorldChampionships,”Fraser-Prycesaid.The
run came two days after her
training partner Elaine Thompson, the 2016 Olympic double
sprint champion, showed her
improving form by running a
worldleading10.89secondsatthe
Rome Diamond League meet.
Britain’s Zarnel Hughes won
themen’s100metresinthefourth
edition of the Racers Grand Prix
in 9.97.

n
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PARIS: French Open organisers

askedemployeestofillemptycorporateseatsforSaturday’smen’s
semi-final and start of the
women’s final, demanding they
stay ‘discreet’ and take off their
accreditation once seated, Reuters learned on Sunday.
Seats and boxes set aside for
officials and corporate sponsors
are often empty on Roland Garros’s main Philippe Chatrier
courtaroundlunchtime,asticket
holders enjoy the hospitality on
offer rather than the tennis.
The stadium was not full, for
example, when 11-times French
OpenchampionRafaelNadaland
20-times Grand Slam winner
RogerFedererstartedtheirsemifinal on Friday.
Organisers said on Sunday
thattheywereconsideringimplementingan‘overbooking’system
similar to airlines and hotels to
make sure that seats are occupied.
On Saturday, however, the
FrenchTennisFederation(FFT)
offered employees the chance to
watch the action in unoccupied
boxes.
“Because of the scheduling
changes for tomorrow, June 8,
the management of the tournament has the pleasure to authorise the employees of the FFT
(blackandgreybadges)andtheir
privies (white badge with black
stripe) to access the boxes from
12pm to attend the end of the
men’s semi-final and the start of
the women’s final,” the FFT said
in an email to employees, a copy
of which was obtained by Reuters.
“It is well understood that the
following rules must be
respected:Ateverychange over,
when the guests enter the court,
standupandstayinproximityof
the box. Step aside as the clients
arrive. Stay discreet. Take off
your accreditation once in the
box. Do not bring food.

Not only that, but while Nadal
dismissed Federer with relative
ease in a straight-set semifinal
that concluded Friday, Thiem
was forced to work overtime,
eliminating Djokovic in a fivesetter that wrapped up less than
24 hours before the final began.
Thiem showed he can play
defense. Showed he can flip to
offense in a blink. Showed power
off both sides. Showed precision,
too, making only three of the
match’s first 12 unforced errors.
Indeed, it was Thiem who
nosed ahead first, closing a
12-stroke exchange by ripping a
forehand winner to earn the first
break point of the final, then converting it with an overhead to
cap a 20-stroke point for a 3-2

Trophy gaffe gives
Australia a ghost
champ in between
Court and Barty

Barty conquers fear of slipping on clay

n

Shelly-Ann returns
to form, blazes to
100m win in 10.88

REUTERS

The answer, it turned out, was
“Yes.” But only briefly.
They appeared headed for a
tiebreaker in the second set
when Thiem broke to take it.
Talk about a stunning shift:
Nadal had a run in which he took
25 of 26 points on his serve, before
a loss of focus, perhaps, did him
in. With spectators trading
between-point chants of nicknames - “Ra-fa!” and “Do-mi!” Nadal pushed a backhand long.
ThatgaveThiem the firstset he’d
managed to steal from Nadal in
four career meetings at Roland
Garros.
But Thiem, put simply, wilted
a bit. He made three unforced
errors in the fourth set’s first
game to get broken at love.
Thiem created an opening and
Nadal barged through. By now,
Nadal was creating magic at the
net, and he won the point on 23 of
27 times he went forward. One
drop volley was spun so marvelously that it landed on Thiem’s
side, then bounced back toward
the net. All Thiem could do was
watch - and offer an appreciative
thumbs-up.
Soon enough, it was over. The
King of Clay, as Nadal is known,
still reigns.

Reuters

booming reply. It was an
impressive display of athleticism, skill and will, with Thiem
managing to give just as good as
he got, particularly with his ferocious backhand.
From the get-go, it was such a
physical grind that Nadal was
soaked with sweat and changed
neon yellow shirts after seven
games and 45 minutes, eliciting
some whistles and catcalls from
the crowd.
Early on, there were no signs
offatigue for Thiem,eventhough
he was competing for a fourth
straight day, because of rain that
jumbled the schedule. Nadal,
meanwhile, entered Sunday
having played just once in the
previous four days.

Reuters

Reuters

Thiem

3
Aces
7
Double faults
1
0
First serve
69%
73%
7/13 Break points won 2/6
23/27 Net points won 12/15
38
Winners
31
Unforced errors
38
31
116 Total points won 82

ORGANISERS ASK
STAFF TO FILL
SEATS BEFORE
WOMEN’S FINAL

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: When Ash Barty won the
French Open title on Saturday
she thought she was the first
Australian woman to lift the
Coupe Suzanne Lenglen since
Margaret Court in 1973.
According to the trophy,
though, there was also an Australian champion in 1976.
Clearly nobody has told Sue
Barker, the Briton who triumphed in Paris 43 years ago.
Barker, now aged 63 and from
Paignton in south-west
England, is a sports presenter
for the BBC.
Back in 1976 she was a rising
star and recorded her best
Grand Slam result by winning
in Paris aged 20, beating Czech
Renata Tomanova in the final.
She reached the semi-finals of
Wimbledon and the Australian
Open the following year but
never again played a Grand
Slam final.
Galling, then, perhaps that
her one moment of Grand Slam
glory has been recorded for posterity on the trophy with the letters ‘AUST’ next to her name,
denoting Australia rather than
the ‘GBR’ for Britain.
It is not the only error on the
trophy as under Barker comes
1977 champion Mima Jausovec,
whose name is mis-spelt ‘Jausevec’.
The name of the women’s
doubles trophy, the Coupe Simonne Mathieu, created in 1990,
has also been mis-spelt ‘Simone
Mathieu’ on the plaque and on
the cup itself.
French Open organisers told
Reuters on Sunday that the mistakes would be fixed.

edge. He turned with a clenched
right hand to face his guest box,
where all of his supporters were
on their feet, yelling and shaking
fists, too, including his girlfriend, French tennis player
Kristina Mladenovic, who won
the women’s doubles championship earlier in the day on the
same court.
Not so fast.
Nadal snapped to, immediately. He grabbed 13 of the set’s
last 18 points, and its final four
games, doing so with elan, using
a drop shot to help him break
Thiem for a 5-3 lead, then a serveand-volley to help hold for the
set.
Thatmusthavebeendemoralizing for Thiem. How couldn’t it

be?
To play as well as he did, for as
long as he did, going toe-to-toe
with - by any measure, objective
or subjective - the greatest claycourt performer ever, and even
taking the lead, yet end up with
absolutely zero to show for it?
At the ensuing changeover,
Thiem didn’t whack a ball
toward the stands, as Roger Federer memorably did during his
semifinal loss to Nadal. He didn’t
spike a racket or kick a tennis
ball. He casually sat in his gray
sideline seat, bounced his legs
and chewed on an energy bar,
furtively glancing to his left at
Nadal.
Perhaps Thiem was thinking:
Is there anything I can do?

MLADENOVIC AND
BABOS WIN DOUBLES
Hungary’s Timea Babos and
France’s Kristina Mladenovic
won the women’s doubles title
when they thrashed China’s
Duan Yingying and Zheng Saisai
6-2 6-3 in the final on Sunday.
The second seeds claimed
their second Grand Slam title
together after last year’s Australian Open. It is Mladenovic’s
third major doubles title after
she paired up with Caroline Garcia to win French Open in 2016.

Associated Press
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PARIS: AshBartysatdowntomeet

withreporters,crossedherarms
and rested them on a table that
held the French Open trophy
she’d just won.
Beneath the table, her whiteand-black shoes were covered
with rust-colored, clay-court
dust.
First question: At the start of
2019, which Grand Slam tournament did you think gave you the
best chance at a title?
“Certainly not here,” Barty
replied Saturday night, without
hesitation. “That’s for sure.”
Hey, give the 23-year-old Australian credit for honesty.
Afterall,rightupuntilthepast
two weeks, which culminated
with her 6-1, 6-3 victory over
19-year-old Marketa Vondrousova of the Czech Republic in the
final, RolandGarrosand its slow
surface didn’t jump out as ideal
for Barty. In the past, she had
plenty of trouble with the way
clay dulls powerful serves and
other strokes, as well as the footwork it requires.
“I mean, I said to my team at
the start of the year, I was just
worriedabout falling over. And I
cansuccessfullysaythatwegotto
the end of the clay-court season
and I did not fall over once,” she
said with a smile. “So I’m pretty
pumped with that.”
The results the first five times
Barty entered the French Open:
threelossesinthefirstround,two
in the second round.
“She looks forward to the
grass-courtseasoneverytimewe
play on clay,” joked her coach,
Craig Tyzzer. “So I’m not sure
what she’s going to expect now.
She’s had a pretty good clay seasonnow.Soit’sgoingtobehardto
top what she’s done here.”
Sure is.But Barty doesappear
to have the required skill, the
willingness to adapt within a

n

Ashleigh Barty had switched to cricket, playing for Brisbane Heat in Big Bash League, before rediscovering her love for tennis.

match and the desire to improve
that could make her someone to
watch for years.
ShewillmoveuptoNo.2inthe
rankingsMonday,behindNaomi
Osaka,whowontheprevioustwo
major tournaments.
And now Barty should, in theory,bemovingintotheportionof
the year that suits her the most:
Wimbledon and its grass, where
playbeginsJuly1,followedbythe
hard-court season that includes
the US Open.
Itwasafterafirst-roundlossat

Flushing Meadows in 2014 that
Barty decided to step away from
tennis. She had been a top junior
player, who won the girls’ title at
the All England Club, but the
pressuresandstressesoftheprofessionaltourwerealottotakeas
a teenager.
SoBartywalkedaway,becomingaproinanothersport:cricket.
Barty played for the Brisbane
Heat in the Women’s Big Bash
League, playing nine matches
with a top score of 39.
After almost two years away,

she returned to tennis in 2016,
originallywitharankingoutside
the top 600.
But now, with afresh perspectiveandanewconfidence,sheisa
whole new person - on the court
andoff.“Theygohand-in-hand.I
think I have become a better person, and with that, I’ve become a
better tennis player, as well,”
Barty said. “I keep saying I have
an incredible team around me
whohelpmeineverysinglefacet
of my life.”
Barty had never been past the

AFP

fourth round ofamajor until getting to the quarterfinals at the
Australian Open this January.
That helped her self-belief and it
justkeptincreasingoverthepast
twoweeks. Alltraceable,insome
way, to her time away from the
sport. “Look, if she didn’t take a
break, I’m not sure she’d still be
playing,”Tyzzersaid. “SoIthink
the time away was the best thing
for her.”
She is the first Australian to
win the French Open since Margaret Court in 1973.
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Inconsistent India targets
better show against Uzbeks
FIH FINALS Skipper Manpreet Singh will need to lead the team from front
B Shrikant
n

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

RESULT

BHUBANESWAR: Consider these

stats — possession 57%, pass
accuracy 66.75%, circle
entires 48, penalty corners
earned 9, penalty corners converted 4, goals scored 10, goals
conceded 0.
Compare it with the following
numbers — possession 53.35%,
pass accuracy 66.50%, circle
entires 32, penalty corners
earned 5, penalty corners converted 1, goals scored 3, goals
conceded 1.
The first set is India’s figures
from their match against Russia
while the second is from the
Poland match of the FIH Men’s
Series Finals currently on here.
The dip in intensity and
effectiveness is apparent
from the first match to the second.
Considering that there is not
a big difference in the rankings
of Poland (21) and Russia (22)
and thus their playing standard,
the drop in the numbers indicate that the Indian team were a
bit lax against Poland. It could
be because India had handed
Poland a 10-0 defeat at the Azlan
Shah Cup in Malaysia three
months ago.
LACKING CONSISTENCY
But the numbers also indicate at
lack of consistency, reduced
killer instinct and the tendency
to take things lightly while
playing against lower ranked
teams — things that have
plagued the Indian men’s
hockey team since long. At
times India have found disposing of minnows far tougher than
it ought to be.
Graham Reid’s team will
have to guard against such follies when they take on Uzbekistan in their final Pool A match at
the Kalinga Stadium here on
Monday.
At 43, Uzbekistan are the lowest ranked in the competition
while India, ranked fifth in the
world, are the highest.
The result is a foregone conclusion considering the difference in experience and standard
of the two teams but what is
important for India is to show
good intensity and execution of

Russia 3

Poland 2

Golubev 17, 59
Hulboj 28
Matkovskiy 57 Bratkowski 45

AT 43, UZBEKISTAN ARE
THE LOWEST RANKED IN
THE COMPETITION
WHILE INDIA, RANKED
FIFTH IN THE WORLD,,
ARE THE HIGHEST
the tactics.
More than topping the pool
and clinching a direct berth in
the semi-finals what matters is
that the team shows mental
toughness and right approach
as they have tougher battles up
ahead on route to Tokyo.
Though the forwards have
scored in both the matches, they
have lacked consistency. So has
been the case with the three
drag flickers in the team.
Coach Reid would also like
skipper Manpreet Singh to
reproduce his performance
against Poland in every match
— the Indian skipper had played
with intensity, was aggressive
in his approach, created and
finished chances and led the
team from the front.
The defence did come under
pressure a couple of times
against Poland and the India
coach will be hoping that they
maintain a tighter ship in the
subsequent matches.
RUSSIA DEFEAT POLAND
Meanwhile, Pavel Golubev and
Semen Matkovskiy scored a
goal each in the final three minutes of the match to help
Russia stun Poland 3-2 in their
last Pool A match on Sunday to
seal the second spot behind
India.
Russia thus finished their
league proceedings with six
points from two wins and will
meet the third placed team in
Pool B in the cross over matches
for a spot in the semi-finals.
Matkovskiy, who had
slammed five against Uzbekistan on Friday, started the come-

Japan boys look to prove
mettle despite budget cut

PSG expect injured
Neymar to recover
in four weeks

B Shrikant

Agencies

n

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

BHUBANESWAR: Japan’s is the Cinderella story of hockey that could
inspire a Hollywood blockbuster,
but it has created barely a ripple
in their country.
When the Indian men’s hockey
team won the Asian Games
gold in 2014 after a gap of 16 years,
the players became heroes overnight in the country.
They were feted and felicitated
with substantial cash rewards
by everyone from Hockey
India to industries and state
governments.
This is not what has happened
with Japan, after they triumphed
in the Asian Games in Jakarta in
2018 — only the fourth nation
after India, Pakistan and South
Korea to win men’s gold at the
Continental games. Instead of
rewards, they were handed a
large budget cut, leaving
their Dutch coach Siegfried
Aikman bewildered.
“Yes, we won a major title but
unfortunately it is not really
rewarded in Japan so it hasn’t

changed anything (for the team)
for us.
“Even worse, we had a substantial budget cut so we have to
prepare with even less means,
have less opportunities to perform. But that’s how it is (in
Japan),” Aikman, architect of
their biggest triumph, said while
talking to Hindustan Times here.
Aikman said further Japan’s
national Olympic committee does
not consider the men’s hockey
team a medal contender despite
its Asian Games triumph and
thus he will have to do with fewer
resources than last year. Japan is
ranked 18th in the World.
“We did something well in the
Asian Games; it would have been
nice if we were rewarded for that.
At least if we could do the same
programme that we did last year,
but we couldn’t so, it’s what it is,”
said Aikman.
However, despite that setback,
Aikman, who traces his roots to
Lucknow and Bihar from where
his great grandfather migrated to
Suriname in South America and
from where he moved to Holland
when he was 12, is bullish about

his team’s chances in the FIH
Series Finals.
The budget cut has not stopped
him from charting an ambitious
programme to gain as many
ranking points as possible to
move up to the top ten.
“We are (ranked) six in Asia.
We want to go to the top in Asia
so that means we will have to
perform like (we did at Asian
Games).”
“If we win the title here, we get
confidence that we are able to
beat the higher ranked teams.
That would be a major step
forward,” he said.
Another positive changes,
Aikman said, is that the squad
strength has now increased to
33 players. “So that when it comes
to the Olympics, we have competition, we have more players. We
have allowed our players to play
in foreign leagues so that they
can have more experience,” the
coach added.
Japan’s star player Kenta Tanaka currently plays in the Dutch
League and recently helped
his club qualify for the Euro
Hockey League.
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PARIS : Neymar is expected to be

sidelined for four weeks by the
ankle injury that has ruled him
out of the Copa America with
Brazil, his club Paris Saint-Germain said Saturday.
Two club doctors diagnosed
his injury as a “sprain of the lateral ligament” in his right
ankle, adding he would not
require surgery and would
instead receive “conservative
treatment”.
Neymar was ruled out of the
Copa America after hurting
himself during the 2-0 win over
Qatar in a friendly on Wednesday, capping a nightmare
year for the world’s most expensive player who faces accusations of rape which he strongly
denies.
A distraught-looking Neymar covered his face with his
hands as he sat on the bench
after hobbling from the field in
the 20th minute.
His place in the Brazil squad
will be taken by Willian.

F1: Vettel pips Hamilton to pole
Associated Press
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MONTREAL: Ferrari driver Sebas-

n

Coach Graham Reid’s (background) team will have to guard against
inconsistency in their final pool clash on Monday. ARIJIT SEN/HT PHOTO

back from 1-2 down for Russia
when he levelled scores in the
57th minute.
Golubev, who had opened the
scoring in the 17th minute only
to see Matuesz Hulboj (28th minute) and Pawel Bratkowski (45th
minute) give Poland a 2-1 lead,
struck the winner off a penalty

corner in the 59th minute to the
dismay of the Poles.
Poland still have a chance of
making to the last-four stage for
which they will have to be beat
the second placed team in Pool
B, which could be the loser of
Monday’s match between Japan
and USA.

tian Vettel produced a stunning
final lap to clinch pole position
for the Canadian Grand Prix on
Saturday.
Formula One champion Lewis
Hamilton looked set for a recordextending 86th pole - and a
record seventh in Montreal - but
Vettel found extra speed in the
final sector of qualifying.
After crossing the line, a
euphoric Vettel broke out into
impromptu singing on his team
radio. Moments later Hamilton
came over to congratulate him
and the German driver was
clearly relieved to finally show
some of his best ability. “I’m full
of adrenaline,” Vettel said. “The
last few weeks have been tough
for us. The car felt good. I hope
we can carry that into the race.”
It was the 56th pole of Vettel’s
career and first since the German GP last July - where he
crashed in the rain comfortably
leading the race and effectively

n

Sebastian Vettel (R) and Lewis Hamilton at the Canadian GP.

handed victory and the momentum of the title race to Hamilton.
In warm and sunny conditions, the four-time F1 champion
was 0.2 seconds quicker than
Hamilton and about 0.7 faster
than teammate Charles Leclerc.
It was only Ferrari’s second
pole in seven races this season,
the other going to Leclerc in Bahrain. “Congratulations to Seb, he
deserves it and hopefully I’ll
have a better race from my side
tomorrow,” Leclerc said.
Renault’s Daniel Ricciardo

AFP

was fourth with Red Bull’s
Pierre Gasly in fifth and Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas in
sixth after a poor performance in
the last part of qualifying. The
Finnish driver spun and was
somewhat fortunate to avoid
clipping the barriers.
Ferrari is looking for its first
victory of the season after six
races and Vettel is well placed,
having won from pole here last
year. But the pressure is mounting on him to deliver, since he is
without a victory in 14 races dat-

ing back to the Belgian GP last
August. Mercedes has won all of
the six races this year, with four
victories for the five-time F1
champion Hamilton and two for
Bottas. Hamilton, who qualified
fourth last year and finished the
race in fifth, felt Ferrari did have
the edge in qualifying.
“I don’t feel disappointment.
We gave it everything. They
were faster and in the last sector
they were killing us,” Hamilton
said. “I’m glad I was able to split
the Ferraris (on the grid). We’ve
got some great fans here, so
hopefully we can put on a great
show.” However, it could be a
tough race for Mercedes because
the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve named after the late father of
1997 F1 champion Jacques Villeneuve - has several long
straightaways which could
advantage Ferrari given its
superior straight-line speed.
“We are strong on the long run
pace and hopefully tomorrow
will be the same and we can have
a good run,” said the 21-year-old
Leclerc.

ON MONDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

EDUCATION
EDUCATION
HOME TUITIONS/ tutors
available (Female/ male) All classes/
subjects Chandigarh/ Mohali/
Panchkula. Impact Creators:
8729015647 (Tutors welcome)

CBSE, NCERT ( Short Duration) +1,
+2 Fifteen years Experience (Mathematics 98157-25385) (Chemistry
98550-24657), (Physics 9501457805).

EDUCATION
HOME TUITION for Accounts,
Economics +1, +2, B.Com. Excellent
results. Dharam Vir (M.Com. MBA)
98884-92119.

0172-5050683
EDUCATION
CHEMISTRY SIMPLIFIED:
Chemistry home and group Tuitions
for 11th, 12th Board / competitions.
Very experienced faculty. Excellent
past year results. 9915207414.

WANT TO score 8777 in IELTS,
Contact: 81464-43803. Small
batches, special speaking modules
also available.

ICSE, CBSE upto 10th mathematics,
science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc.
home tutor. Students getting 98%,
printed notes. 98159-29292 (ISC:
Chemistry +1, +2)

HOME / group tuitions and tutors
are available for all classes/ subjects. Devikas tutorials since 1995
Call:- 9872438079, tutors welcome.

MBBS! MBBS! MBBS in India's Top
Private Colleges Safe and Good
Counselling. Assured Admission.
UGC Approved. Helpline.
9914149292, 9914148080.

PHYSICS/ CHEMISTRY, NCERT,
IIT, AIPMT experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.

RESULT ORIENTED home tutors
available all classes subjects Reasonable fee contact Anand Tutorials
7307203050, 9888407884.

LEARN COOKING and Baking,
Party Snacks, Salads, Chinese, Tandoori, South Indian, Italian, Continental, Cakes 9417684502.

COMPUTER COURSES
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2 (Chemistry, Biology) Qualified Female Tutor
9815891571.

years) Faculty. Individual/ Batch
11th, 12th, CBSE, JEE Main, Advanced
Assured Results. 6280400030.

LEARN COMPUTER basics, Internet Typing, Web Designing, SEO,
SMO PHP, Photoshop, HR Training,
Tally. 9888647152.

ADMISSIONS
CONSULT FOR PHD, LLB, LLM,

TUITION/TUTORIAL
MATHEMATICS JEE Main +1, +2
Shivam Mathematics SCO 273 FF
32D. and Sector 15D Chandigarh.
8360375478, 9914407923.

CONTACT FOR home tuition by
experience and qualified teacher by
Gurman Tutorial 9915210374 (result
oriented).

PHYSICS BY Prahlad Goel (B.Tech.
IIT Kanpur), Sector 20D, Chandigarh
9316117225 www.goelphysics.com

RESULT ORIENTED Female/
Male Home Tutor available any
Subject/ Class/ board, Graduate,
Post Graduate. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.

PHYSICS HELPLINE XI, XII. Small
batches or individual tuitions free
trials Phase-10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.

ENGLISH SPEAKING
IELTS MBA Coaching English
Speaking Grammar, Personality Development Academics +1, +2, Special
Batches on Saturday. Sunday
3036/44-D. Chandigarh. 9876440363, 0172-2663036.
www.ritaenglishacademy.com

Pharmacy, B.Tech, Diploma, B.PED,
M.PED, Library, Science, BBA, MBA,
BCA, MCA, BA, MA. Evening/Holiday
Classes. Supplementary/
Compartment Cases. Kumar
Associates 9915755221, 9779855221.

from expert, self cleared with 9
Bands. 3143, Sec- 38/D, Chd.
9357061132.

IELTS COACHING for Fresher/
Band-Improvement, Minimum-Fee,
Assured-Results, also Free Spoken
and Personality Development
Classes,Mohali. 7087867050

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
CIAO!SPEAK *ITALIAN*
fluently Learn from Italy returned
Trainer C1 Siena University Italy. Call
7018520148.

IMMIGRATION

HOME / Tuition available for all
classes/ Subjects, Chandigarh, Mohali, Panchkula. Tamanna:
9872164499 (Tutors welcome).

HOBBY CLASSES
LEARN CLASSICAL/ light vocal
music modern/ traditional voice
Techniques for studio/ stage performance 94670-80755

DANCE MUSIC
& DRAMA

"FREE TRIALS" Home Tuitions for

EXPERT VISIT Home learn Casio,

all classes/ subjects Competitions
Exam Soham Tutorials. 9872662386
(Tutor welcome).

Guitar, Dholak, Violan, Vocal, Sitar,
Flute, Mouthorgan. 9814620006,
0172-2692597, 91-9877423312.

PACKERS & MOVERS
EX-SERVICEMAN PACKERS &
Movers Household Tricity all India
shifting, uploading, transport. Call:
99142-24303, 97798-44825.

ASTROLOGY
of mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your astrological
problems consult- Rajiv at "The Destiny" 9815599555 by appointment
only please. www.thedestiny.co.

Love Marriage- Vashikaran Specialist, All Life Problems Solution Immediately. Chandigarh 9878111225.

LEARN SPOKEN English,
Grammar & Vocabulary IELTS
(2000/- Month) Dr. Rajeev Sector70, Mohali. 9803100793.

INSURANCE

IELTS PERSONAL Coaching from
Certified Trainer. 8-10 Students Per
Batch. Demo Class Available. Sector15. Chandigarh. 99881-28282.

INSURE LIFE, Moneyback,
Children, Pension, ULIPS, shop,
Mediclaim, vehicle, mutual fund.
Tricity Insurance expert. 9915344349.

BUSINESS
BUSINESS
REQUIRED BUSINESS partner
for MNC. Minimum Investment
30000/-, Training Provided. Maximum returns. 9803030308.

CHEMISTRY HOME Tuitions +1,
+2 Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and Institute doubts Clearance.. Highly experienced Teacher.
9876444333.

Newspapers/ Radio/ TV/ Facebook/
Google/ Youtube. Parizwing SCO65, 20-C, Chandigarh. 98885-16234.

GOLD MEDALIST RK. Shastri,

ENGLISH SPEAKING

ACCOUNTS ECONOMICS +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction, (13
years), Pushpinder. 8427273894.

Newspapers call Atul Arora 9815043655 Doorstep Service. No extra
charges.

ASTROLOGY PROVIDES peace

CONTACT FOR Admission
Guidance in MD, MBBS (Neet
Eligible), LLB, BAMS in Private
Medical Colleges of India under NRI/
Management quota seats for
Session 2019. 9779733724.

FOR ADVERTISEMENT in all

CUSTOM PRINTED T-shirts at low
price. Get superior print quality. Call
9478425255 www.tee4me.in

BECOME YOUR Own Boss Start
Own Business Zero Investment Work
Parttime/ Full Time 9592594008.

LOAN/FINANCE
SAI CREDIT SOLUTIONS Deal in all
type of used cars and commercials
vehicles finance Sco. 37 2nd floor
NAC Manimajra Chd. 9023340808

BOOK ADVERTISEMENT: All
IELTS, GRAMMAR, Vocabulary

PHYSICS BY Well experienced (10

RESULT ORIENTED Chemistry
Classes NCERT/ IIT-JEE/NEET/AIIMS
at Sector 21 Chandigarh & Phase- XI
(Sector-65) Mohali 9417185881.

COOKERY CLASS

HOME TUITIONS upto 10 (Maths,

9TH, 10TH, +1, +2, NIOS, BBA,
B.Com, BA, MBA, Accounts Statistics,
Reasonable Fees. Contact:9872930074.

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : PARVEEN - 8872502111, AMARPREET NANDA - 9888935409
ADVERTISING &
MARKKETING

BUSINESS

ACCOUNTING
SERVICES
FOR INCOME Tax, TDS, GST Return
& Compliance, VAT Assessment,
Part/ Pending Accounting work.
9877467025

LOAN/FINANCE
CASH ON swipe of credit card at
nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector- 18D,
Chandigarh- 98765-80001.

GOLD LOAN, Personal Loan,
Scooter Loan for Govt./ Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector 18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.

IMMIGRATION
APPLY TOURIST Visa for
Australia, Canada, USA, UK,
Europe. Our Fees Rs. 5000/only. Future Abroad, Showroom
270, Level 2, Sector 44C,
Chandigarh. 9988112299,
info@futureabroad.com,
Registration No.:
U74900CH2010PTC032112

DEEMAK, COCKROACHES,
Mosquitoes Control with Bayer
India-smelless chemicals at reasonable rate. 35 years experience. All
clean pest control. 93161-34897,
98725-01485.

GLOBAL PEST Control for HumanSafe Treatment of Deemak(Termite),
Cockroaches,Mosquitoes by
Authorised-Professionals at
Reasonable-Price. 7087695644,
suggesttogpc@gmail.com

SUNSHINE PEST Control Excellent
Work, reasonable rates, Shop No
189 Sector 70 Mohali. 01724011364, 99146-17766.

DETECTIVE
487, Sector 35 Chandigarh.
9876491992, Contact Relating extra
marital affairs, or any other
problem.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL
FITNESS
REQUIRED EXPERIENCE
Physiotherapist for spine & shoulder
daily Morning evening 1.5 hour for 1
year. Contact 308/15, Panchkula.
9876544962.

Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards control
with Bayer India, Smelless
Chemicals at reasonable rate.
99880-93138.

INTERIOR
DECORATION
UNIQUE INTERIORS and
Renovation work Specialist: Modular
Kitchen, Cupboard, Wooden, paint,
POP, Plumbing, Electrical, Civil
works, Labour job with Material.
98725-72926, 81463-68430

ALUMINIUM
FABRICATION
SETHI ALUMINIUM fabricator,
Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation. 9815716824.

ALUMINIUM GLAZING, doors,
window, partitions, false ceiling,
vertical, blind etc. Sharma Decor
9872867613

Discounted price- Air Ticketing, Holiday Package, Hotels, Cruises, Visa, &
Passport Services. Best Rates Guaranteed, Evergreen Travels Chandigarh- 99586-00585, 99144-09433.

PLAN YOUR summer vacation on
discounted rate & get free gift
voucher on every booking Hurry
9803036555, 0172-4646555, Harshil
Travel, 7 Phase, Mohali.

I, NAINA my name and Aggarwal
Surname W/o Shubham Singhal,
#269, Ward No 3,Dabur Colony,
Near Civil Hospital, Ladwa,
Kurukshetra, declare Naina my
name and Singhal Surname.

I, MEENAKSHI Thakur, W/O Sh.
Sandeep Kumar (Army No.
13772107X,Rank NK), R/O VPO
Neran-Tarnoh, Tehsil Kotli, district
Mandi HP have changed my name as
Meenakshi from Meenakshi Thakur
vide affidavit dated May 6, 2019
before Executive Magistrate
Mandi,Himachal Pradesh.

CAR ON HIRE
I, SHEHNAZ Baby W/o Siparash Ali
AC TAXI 24 Hours Service. Chandigarh to Delhi 2699/- Delhi- Chandigarh 2499/- Murlidhar Travels.
9888393095.

Khan, Vill Iltfatpura, Tehsil
Malerkotla Sangrur, changed my
name to Shehnaz Begum.

I, RISHU Jain W/o Deepak Jain R/o
REHMAT TRAVELS ChandigarhDelhi 2199/ Delhi-Chandigarh, 1999/
Innova 3799/ Tour package available 86999-51267, 94636-51267.

94, Street No-7, Panchsheel Colony,
Noorwala Road, Ludhiana have
changed my name to Vibha Jain.

I, MUSHROOM D/o Mohd Ishaque
R/o Malerkotla have changed my
name to Iram Anjum.

lecture stands, White boards, chairs.
Sector-35, Chandigarh. Contact:
9915715703.

977-977-8777 (24) Hours Services
Chandigarh- Delhi @ 2199, DelhiChandigarh @ 1999.

I, NAVJOT Kaur D/o Gurdeep Singh
R/o VPO. Kanech Sanehwal
(Ludhiana) have known by both
names Navjot Kaur& Navjot Kaur
Bhandal.

SHIVAM TRAVELS 24 hours ser-

MEDICAL
PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENTS of all Pain by Experienced
Physiotherapist. Latest Equipment.
3345 Sector 15-D, Chandigarh.
7696626019/ 0172-2773345.

vice Etios, Dezire, Sunny, Innova, Innova Crysta, Tempo Traveller available. 87280-25786.

CAR FOR SALE

I JOGINDRO W/o Gurnek Singh R/o
891/3, St. No. 2, Basti Jodhewal,
Ludhiana have changed my name to
Amandeep Kaur after my marriage.
I, SHUBHAM my name and

SWIFT DZIRE VXI (Petrol) White
Colour 2010 Model, 1.20 Lac Kms
Done Good Condition Mohali Registered Contact : 9166455558

CATALYST INTERIOR, Chandigarh. Interior Designing on
theme basis by professional team.
All Interior works on Turnkey basis
also. 85580-65119, 98140-36059.

IATA CERTIFIED Travel Agency-

ARORA TRAVELS Chandigarh
CLASS ROOM benches, tables,

IPCA Since 1986) Bayer Products
393/37-D, Chandigarh. 01724637099, 4636088, 98760-51133,
99155-51155.

PUBLIC NOTICES

TOP SECRET Detective Agency SCO

DEEMAK, COCKROACHES,

J.S PEST Control Pvt. Ltd. (Member

TRAVEL & TOURS

Suname Singal S/o Pawan Singal,
#269, Ward No 3, Dabur Colony,
Near Civil Hospital, Ladwa,
Kurukshetra, declare Shubham my
name and Singhal Surname.

BIMLA DEWAN w/o Sh. Gurbaksh
OFFICE TABLE Chairs, Televisions,
Suitcases, wall Clocks, Imported
Vacum Cleaner, Gents Suitings, Bajaj
OTG, Induction Plate, Huge
Laboratory Chemicals, Glass wares,
Whatman filter paper. 7355906262.

TRAVEL & TOURS

GLASS FITTINGS
SINCE 1983 Manufacturers of
Fibreglass, Polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank
Lining, Ploy Process Engineers, 131,
Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh.
5075291/ 9814087932.

THAKURAL TRAVELS: Best
Discounted Airtickets, Package
Tours, Tourist Visa Guidance
Contact: 66-67, Sector 8C,
Chandigarh. 01725007860/
5007861/ 5007862, 9988998050.

MANUFACTURERS OF Car Shed,
Polycarbonate, Fiber, Domes,
Cannopies, Khaprail, FRP Rooms
Contact 98725-29096.

Dewan,r/o 119, Punjab modern
complex, Baltana, Zirakpur, Punjab.
That my son Aman Dewan and his
wife is out of my control and his
wife Priya is not living with him and
putting false matrimonial complaint.
So I disown them from all my moveable and immoveable properties.
Anybody deals with them at their
own risk

I, MANPREET Singh Aulakh S/o
Sardool Singh R/o Patti, Bahiniwal
SUlatanwind Pind District Amritsar,
Punjab declare that I have change
my name Manpreet Singh to
Manpreet Singh Aulakh. Please
Concerned note.
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England clinch third place
consolation on penalties
UEFA NATIONS LEAGUE Goalkeeper Jordan Pickford helps side edge out Switzerland after dominant showing
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

GUIMARAES: England deservedly
claimed the consolation prize of
third place at the Nations League
6-5 on penalties on Sunday after
a 0-0 draw against a limited
Switzerland in Guimaraes.
Gareth Southgate’s men dominated the 120 minutes in northern Portugal, but Harry Kane,
Dele Alli and Raheem Sterling all
hit the woodwork, Callum Wilson saw a late goal ruled out by
VAR and Yann Sommer made a
string of saves.
England were faultless from
the spot, scoring all six of their
spot-kicks before Josip Drmic
was denied by Jordan Pickford.
After years of disappointment
in shootouts, Southgate’s side
have now won two in 12 months
after also edging past Colombia
in the last 16 of last year’s World
Cup.
Southgate made seven
changes to the side that started
Thursday’s 3-1 semi-final defeat
to Netherlands with six of those
involved in last weekend’s
Champions League final returning.
Harry Kane was restored as
captain and nearly made an
impact inside two minutes,
cheekily chipping Sommer, but
the Swiss goalkeeper just
touched the ball onto the crossbar.
England enjoyed far the better
of the chances in an unsurprisingly subdued encounter, a
third-place playoff in a newlyformed competition.

n

Jordan Pickford (right) celebrates England’s win over Switzerland in Guimaraes on Sunday.

Sterling should have scored
when he shot too close to Sommer after good build-up work by
Kane.
Trent Alexander-Arnold
started for just the second time in
a competitive international and
the Liverpool right-back showed
why he may overtake Kyle
Walker in Southgate’s pecking
order with a series of the inviting
deliveries that have become his

trademark at club level.
Sterling did not make a clean
connection from Alexander-Arnold’s first dangerous cross
before Alli met the second with a
powerful header but could not
keep his effort down.
England nearly got the helping hand they needed after halftime when Fabian Schar turned
Danny Rose’s fine low cross off
the inside of his own post.

REUTERS

SWITZERLAND FAIL TO
IMPRESS
Against hosts Portugal on
Wednesday, the Swiss had
largely dominated but went
down to a Cristiano Ronaldo hattrick, but on Sunday they only
fleetingly posed a threat on the
counter-attack.
Arsenal midfielder Granit
Xhaka had their best chance just
before the hour when he was

picked out at the edge of the box
by Harris Seferovic, but his powerful shot was turned behind by
Pickford.
Any hope of a moment of
inspiration form Vladimir Petkovic’s men disappeared when
Liverpool’s Xherdan Shaqiri
hobbled off injured 25 minutes
from time.
Kane was also substituted
having again struggled to make
an impact in his third appearance since returning from a twomonth injury layoff.
Wilson replaced the England
captain and thought he had won
the game five minutes from time
when he bundled home after
Alli’s header came back off the
bar.
However, just as in the defeat
to the Dutch, England saw a goal
ruled out after a VAR review for
a foul earlier in the move by Wilson.
England continued to dominate in extra-time, but still could
not find a way past the exceptional Sommer.
Another wicked AlexanderArnold cross picked out Alli and
his header was saved at full
stretch by the Borussia Monchengladbach ‘keeper whothen
got back up to block Sterling’s
follow-up effort.
Sterling hit the post from a
free-kick in the second period of
extra-time, but England finally
got their reward in the penalty
shootout.
Harry Maguire, Ross Barkley,
Jadon Sancho, Sterling, Pickford
and Eric Dier all found the net
before Pickford denied Drmic.

sport

Italy shock Australia with
stoppage time winner
Agencies
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

VALENCIENNES: Barbara Bonansea
scored twice to give Italy a surprise, last-gasp 2-1 victory against
Australia in their opening Group
C game at the women’s World
Cup on Sunday.
The Azzurre, back at the World
Cup after a 20-year absence, prevailed when striker Bonansea
headed home from a free kick five
minutes into stoppage time.
Australia captain Sam Kerr
had opened the scoring by firing
home on the rebound after her
penalty was saved by Italy keeper
Laura Giuliani in the 22nd minute.
Bonansea, however, equalised
11 minutes into the second half
after a defensive blunder on the
edge of the box.
“I’m very happy with this
result. But it only holds real value
if we get out of the group, so let’s
wait and see how great it is,” Italy
coach Milena Bertolini said after
the win.
“In the first half, we didn’t
showcase our qualities. Australia
were strong but we didn’t do ourselves justice. In the second half,
we wanted to show that we were
superior to Australia and we
improved a lot of things about our
style of play.”

BRAZIL, ENGLAND WIN
GRENOBLE: Brazil’s Cristiane
scored a hat-trick as the former
finalists sealed a superb 3-0 victory over women’s World Cup
debutants Jamaica on Sunday to
kick off their campaign in style.
Victory at Stade des Alpes in
Grenoble meant Vadao’s side
maintained their perfect record
in World Cup openers.
In Nice, England defeated Scotland in a Group D clash courtesy
of goals from Nikita Parris and

n

Barbara Bonansea (left) celebrates her winner on Sunday.

Ellen White.
Claire Emslie scored a consolation goal for Scotland.
NORWAY BEAT NIGERIA
REIMS: Guro Reiten and Lisa
Marie Utland scored to help Norway open their Women’s World
Cup campaign with a 3-0 victory
over Nigeria on Saturday night.
The 1995 winners played without Ada Hegerberg, the 2018 FIFA
Ballon d’Or winner who stepped
down from the national team
because of what she says are differences in the way the federation
treats the men’s and women’s
teams.
Reiten’s deflected shot in the
17th minute gave Norway the
lead, and Utland scored in the
34th minute. An own goal made it
3-0 and wrapped up scoring
before the break.

Italy, Belgium, Germany win Euro qualifiers; France stunned
Associated Press
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BRUSSELS:Italy and Belgium won
in style while Germany made it
two wins from two games in 2020
European Championship qualifiers on Saturday.
But Saturday was not an
entirely good night for European
powerhouses. In the biggest
upset, Turkey contained
France’s offensive power to hand
the world champion a shock 2-0
defeat.
World Cup finalist Croatia put
their campaign back on track
with a 2-1 victory over Wales,
and Northern Ireland rallied late
for its third straight victory.
Russia thrashed San Marino
9-0 for their biggest win since the
Soviet era. That surpassed the
previous post-Soviet marks of 7-0
against Liechtenstein and San
Marino.

FRANCE UPSET
Star-studded France scored four
goals in each of their first two
wins in Group H, with their
intimidating forward line of
Antoine Griezmann, Olivier Giroud and Kylian Mbappe grabbing a goal each in both games.
It didn’t work against Turkey.
The three started in Konya but
finished empty-handed in the
first victory for Turkey against
France after four losses.
France coach Didier Deschamps was scathing about his
side’s performance.
“When you play like that on a
collective level there’s nothing
positive to take from the game,”
he told broadcaster TF1. “We
didn’t play the way we should
have against a team which
played the way it likes to.”
The Turkish side proved
highly effective, converting the
first chance in the 30th. Kaan

n

Turkey's Cengiz Under (left) scores their second goal against
REUTERS
France in Konya on Saturday.

Ayhan headed in the first goal
and, 10 minutes later, Cengiz
Under stunned France with the
second.
With three wins in three

games, Turkey lead Group H
with nine points. France are
three points behind in second,
along with Iceland who beat
Albania 1-0.

BELGIUM CRUISE
Led by captain Eden Hazard a
day after he completed a highly
anticipated transfer from Chelsea to Real Madrid, Belgium
applied pressure against
Kazakhstan in Brussels from the
start which quickly paid off in a
3-0 win.
Dries Mertens put the hosts
ahead with a deflected shot 11
minutes into the game with Hazard providing a key pass. Four
minutes later, Mertens turned
into a supplier with a cross for
Timothy Castagne to make it 2-0.
Five minutes into the second
half, forward Romelu Lukaku
was in the right place for an easy
tap in after Mertens’ shot
bounced off the post.
ITALY ATTACK
Italy’s new attack-minded
approach under coach Roberto
Mancini is looking like an effec-

17

tive remedy after the disappointment of failing to qualify for the
2018 World Cup.
Facing unbeaten Greece in
Athens, Italy needed just over
half an hour to put the result
beyond doubt with the goals
coming in a 10-minute span for a
3-0 win.
Nicolo Barella opened the
scoring in the 23rd with Andrea
Belotti setting the goal up in his
first game for Italy since September 2018. Lorenzo Insigne made it
two in the 30th and Leonardo
Bonucci headed home the third
in the 33rd.
CROATIA REBOUND
James Lawrence scored an owngoal to give Croatia an early
boost after diverting a cross from
Ivan Perisic in the 17th minute in
Osijek.
Croatia looked to be the better
side anyway as they moved on

from recent inconsistent results.
Perisic doubled the advantage
early in the second half for Croatia to rebound from a 2-1 loss to
Hungary in Budapest. Substitute
David Brooks cut the deficit for
Wales with a deflected shot in the
77th.
N. IRELAND LEAD
Northern Ireland beat Estonia
2-1 and are surprising early leaders of Group C that includes Germany and the Netherlands.
In Barisaw, it was only a question of time for a dominant German side to score against Belarus in a 2-0 win.
Leroy Sane fooled a marker
inside the area before a curling
finish for the opening goal early
in the first half. Marco Reus halfvolleyed the second goal in the
second half as Germany exuded
confidence. Germany next play
Estonia on Tuesday.

REUTERS

Nigeria were hurt when
defender Faith Michael was
stretchered off after a collision
with her goalkeeper early in the
second half.
JAPAN START CAMPAIGN
PARIS: Japan, winners of the 2011
Women’s World Cup and runners-up in the 2015 edition, begin
their campaign this time against
Argentina at the Parc des Princes
in Paris on Monday.
With the Asian giants in a
period of transition after a slew of
retirements, the young side has
arrived in France with diminished expectations. Placed alongside England and Scotland in
Group D, they will eye a strong
start on Monday.
Meanwhile, in Group E,
Canada and Cameroon will face
off in Montpellier later in the day.

Macau pull out of
World Cup qualifier
in SL citing safety
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HONG KONG: Macau’s football

chiefs have said they will not send
a team to Sri Lanka for a World
Cup qualifying match this week,
citing security fears following the
deadly Easter suicide attacks.
The decision sparked a rebuke
from Sri Lanka’s football authorities who insisted the country was
safe for international matches
and that their team had a right to
play on home soil.
The Macau Football Association (MFA) said it had asked
FIFA, the Asian Football Confederation and Sri Lanka’s football
authorities to switch the match to
a neutral venue but the request
had yet to be granted.
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‘I CAN
RELATE A
LOTTO
KAPILSIR’

Actor Ranveer Singh says
his intensity for cinema
and acting is the same as the
ex-Indian cricket captain’s
passion for the sport

PHOTO: ERRIKOS
ANDREOU

Prashant Singh
n cricketing parlance, he is in
a sublime form and is
constantly hitting the ball out
of the park. After all, Ranveer
Singh has witnessed successes
as well as praises for his backto-back outings in Padmaavat
(2018), Simmba (2018) and Gully
Boy. And now, the actor has,
quite literally, hit the field as he
shoots for Kabir Khan’s next,
’83, based on Indian cricket
team’s famous victory at the
1983 World Cup. “Right now, I
am very happy because I am
getting to do what I love the
most [playing diverse parts],”
says Ranveer, as he talks about
playing the ex-Indian captain
Kapil Dev on screen, and being
on a roll at the box office.
Excerpts:

I

Right now, you are busy portraying
Kapil Dev. Are you finding it
difficult or challenging?
Yes, it’s very challenging. He
has a very distinct manner of
speaking, besides having a
unique and difficult bowling
action. Everyone — from
Balwinder Sandhu [excricketer] sir, Kapil sir to all
the current and former
cricketers that I have
interacted with — has given a
thumbs-up to my batting
technique. Toh woh theek hai
but the characterisation is
difficult. In terms of my look,
we have spent close to 100 plus
hours. Kabir sir wants to make
sure that it doesn’t look
caricaturish, or mimicry of the
[real] players. You should be
convincing, which means that
through all the distinctive
traits of Kapil Dev that I’d
imbibe, logon ko meri bhi ek
jhalak dikhayi de.

Finding the right
balance of how much
Kapil Dev to become or
transform into, is
proving to be a great
challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
RANVEER SINGH, ACTOR
And you seem to have struck a
great rapport with Kapil Dev…
To start with, I feel I can really
relate a lot to Kapil sir because
whenever he speaks —
especially about cricket and the
1983 victory story — he speaks
with such passion that it really
consumes him. I feel the same
passion for cinema and the
craft of acting. So, there’s no
straight answer to whether it’s
easy or difficult. There are a
few things that are coming
more easily than others. But
overall, yes, it is very difficult.
Finding the right balance of
how much Kapil Dev to become
or transform into, is proving to
be a great challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
Indian team’s victory at the 1983
World Cup has arguably been the
most important sporting event for
the country. So, are you feeling an
extra sense of responsibility and
pressure?
For me, the main thing is that
the players whose story we are
telling should be proud that we
celebrate their achievement in
the best possible manner. They
should watch it and feel,
‘hamari kahaani sahi se
dikhayi hai film mein’. That’s

of paramount importance. The
entire film team knows that the
responsibility is on us that it
must be done right. Those
people and their stories are
great, but it’s up to us to justify
those legends and their
legendary status. If it was an
epic win, we’ve to make an epic
film, too. And I am aware that
it’s a big-ticket film with a big
budget and mounting.

In Simmba, you teamed
up with Ajay Devgn and
Sooryavanshi will have
you work with Akshay
Kumar. You must be
really kicked about it?
I remember when we had
shot the Simmba scene
where Ajay [Devgn] sir
comes and stands next to
me, I was like, ‘f*** man,
main Ajay Devgn ke saath
ek hi film mein hoon’. I had
the same feeling when I
worked with Anil Kapoor,
and Govinda. Sometimes, it
feels as if I am living a
dream. My Twitter bio
reads, ‘Living the dream’
and that’s true because I
really am. Looking at actors
like Anil Kapoor, Govinda,
Ajay Devgn and Akshay
Kumar, ek chhote se ladke
ne socha tha ki usse bhi
hero banna hai. Once, in
Dubai, I paid tribute to
Amitabh Bachchan at a live
performance. And Mr
Bachchan was sitting and
enjoying my act. These
moments are just magical
and surreal for me. I can’t
explain how grateful they
make me feel for what God
has blessed me with.

For you, ’83 comes after back-toback successes like Padmaavat,
Simmba and Gully Boy. Do you feel
content about it?
Yes, it’s a very blessed time.
Over a period of time, I have
evolved and matured as a
person. I have grown into the
kind of person who is not result
oriented. So, I am not focused
on the result or the verdict. For
me, it’s about the process. In
Padmaavat, I got to explore my
dark side, while Simmba had
me in a flamboyant avatar. And
Gully Boy gave me an
opportunity to explore a very
real but hidden dimension of
my personality. All these
processes have been very
fulfilling, also due to the
diversity in all of them. And
now, I am following it up with a
very different experience — an
out-and-out sports film.
How did it all start? How did you
come on board for ’83?
One day, Kabir sir called me
and said, ‘I have a film for you’.
And when sir revealed that he
was making a film on the 1983
World Cup victory, I was very
happy and said, ‘it’s great that
someone is finally telling such
an inspirational story [on
screen]’. I was born in 1985, so
we always knew it was a great
story of our sporting history

about absolute legends. But
actually, the real story is about
who these team members were,
how the world looked at them
as ‘nothing’ and no one
believed in them at all.
However, a young, crazy
Haryanvi man [Kapil Dev],
who was India’s captain at the
age of 24, came in and changed
the team’s mindset, galvanised
them, and made them world
champions.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Fringe fever eclipses resort wear
Manish Mishra
hat is it about the allure
of fringes that even the
most cynical fashion
junkie falls for it hook, line and
sinker? This resort season,
statement-making, tactile
tassels have been seen
accenting dresses, gowns and
pantsuits in the showcase of
labels like Oscar de la Renta,
Gucci and Emilio Pucci.
Balmain has showcased
shoulder grazing dangler
fringe earrings and Michael
Kors has sent out bags trimmed
with giant tassels. In India, the
likes of actor Janhvi Kapoor
have been spotted in ensembles
by designers Falguni and
Shane Peacock, who’ve given
the classic fringe a modern
twist. At the Met Gala, too,
Naomi Scott cut a fine figure in
a metallic tasselled Burberry
ensemble. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
says, “Fringes add instant glam
and movement to every outfit
which brings out the
sensuality. I love the tougher
grunge rock vibe this time.”
The reason for the
recurrence of this trend is that
it’s not weather specific; it’s a

W

detail that can possibly be
added to outfits that are
pertinent to any season. Also,
they can take any form,
whether its leather to yarn, or
denim to metallic. Given all
this, it’s really making its
mark.
Designer Arpita Mehta says,
“Doing a fringe in a monotone
sets the best fashion
statement, add accents
with a feminine fringe
hemline, and you can also
flaunt some stylish fringe
heels or jazz things up with
tassel jewellery.”
Tassels and fringes can
be added on the hem of the
sleeves and dupattas if one
doesn’t want to be too out
there. “You can go all out
by wearing a dress filled
with fringes all over it
or can go in a minimal
way by just using it
for sleeves,
hemlines or
rope-ties,” says
Swapna
Anumolu,
founder of
Mishru.
n manish.mishra@
htlive.com

Janhvi Kapoor in Falguni
& Shane Peacock (far
left), Resort 20 looks
from Pucci and Balmain
PHOTOS: NSTAGRAM/
FALGUNISHANEPEACOCKINDIA,
INSTAGRAM/
EMILIOPUCCI,INSTAGRAM/
OLIVIER_ROUSTEING
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The stage is set for these
directors’ comeback
Juhi Chakraborty
omeback is a word that
piques interest and
garners immediate
attention. And in the months to
come, some much-loved
directors are all set to return at
the helm of affairs. Mahesh
Bhatt, Rajkumar Santoshi,
Mahesh Manjrekar and
Priyadarshan — these filmmakers have been missing in
action for quite a number of
years and in Bhatt’s case
the gap has been 20
years. So, their
return to films is
being highly
anticipated by the
audience, hence
proving the
saying, ‘absence
makes the heart
grow fonder’.
Trade
analyst Atul
Mohan points
out, “They have an incredible
body of work and they are great
storytellers who have made
remarkable cinema. The
audience is looking forward to
seeing what kind of story they
are now going to tell.”
Mahesh Bhatt’s last
directorial venture was
Kartoos in 1999 and many
thought that he has hung up his
boots because of his prolonged
absence. Hence, when he
decided to take the reins of
Sadak 2, a sequel to his 1991
film, Sadak, it took many by
surprise. His daughter Pooja
Bhatt, who starred in the
original, returns to the new
film along with Sanjay Dutt,
besides new entrants Alia
Bhatt and Aditya Roy Kapur.
Talking about why her
father decided to come back,
Pooja says, “Certainly not the
desire to make a ‘comeback’.
One thing he reinstated in all of
us is not to suffer from a
masterpiece complex. Which is
why the film feels like a
homecoming and the first
schedule was truly an
environment where work felt
like play. Even Alia was struck
by how ‘easy’ the vibe was on
set. He always says that he is
more an assistant who assists
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people to touch their peaks,
rather than a director who
imposes his limited vision.”
The return of another filmmaker, Rajkumar Santoshi,
whose resume includes films
such as Ghayal (1990), Damini
(1993), Andaz Apna Apna
(1994), The Legend of Bhagat
Singh (2002), Khakee (2004),
Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab Kahani
(2009), is also cause for cheer.
Santoshi, whose last stint as a
director was Shahid Kapoorstarrer Phata Poster Nikhla
Hero (2013). Santoshi is
currently filming his new film,
Bad Boy, starring newcomers
— Amrin and Mithun
Chakraborty’s youngest son
Namashi.
On how Santoshi came on
board, producer Sajid Qureshi
says, “We approached him for
this film as he is a very talented
person and everybody knows
his work. We wanted to launch
newcomers [through this film]
and thought he was the best
person to do it. He has a lot of
experience and knows how to
execute things.”
Director Mahesh
Manjrekar, whose last Hindi
film was City Of Gold (2010), is

ou will see a lot of me, on
screen, this year,” says
Karan Singh Grover with a
smile. He is thrilled that other
than a digital show, and two
films — Firrkie and Aadat
Diaries — he will be seen on
television as well. The actor
returns to the small screen
after six years, with an ongoing
hit TV drama, where he will
play an older character
sporting a salt-and-pepper
hairdo. “Returning to TV feels
good. It is a big deal to be
playing an iconic role (in the
reboot of the original show),
which was earlier essayed by
Ronit Roy, and he had done a
fantastic job in the show.”
Karan became a teenage
icon with the TV medical
drama, Dill Mill Gayye, in 2007,
which ran for three years.
Then, in 2012, he starred in the
super hit romance drama,
Qubool Hai, in the role of an
intense lover and found
success. Karan reveals that he
was in talks for other TV shows
in the last couple of years but
nothing worked out because he
was “destined” for his
new serial.
Talking about his
love for television, he
says, “I started my acting
career with TV, so I am where I
am because of TV. It is the best
place to learn and be trained as
an actor. The amount of love
you get on TV is unbelievable.
You entertain and reach out to
so many people on a daily basis,
and for an actor that’s a high.
Also, the money is good on this
medium as you work every
day. Moreover, these days, TV
serials have huge budgets and
great production value,” says
Karan, admitting that usually
the never-ending storylines are
a deterrent for most actors to
work in TV shows. “If there is

Y

ctor Chris Pratt and
author Katherine
Schwarzenegger exchanged
vows on Saturday during an
intimate ceremony in
Montecito, California,
sources told People
magazine. “You can tell
today is the happiest day
for Katherine. She hasn’t
stopped smiling. And Chris
seems giddy with
excitement,” revealed an
PTI
insider.

A

returning to
Bollywood after a
sabbatical of eight
years with an
upcoming film starring
Vidyut Jammwal. But
in between, he did
direct a number of
Marathi films.
Talking about
working with the director,
Vidyut had earlier revealed,
“Mahesh is an extremely
passionate person who loves to
make gangster films. He has
wanted to get back in the
Vaastav (1999) zone since a long
time and he has finally got
there. It is a hardcore gangster
film with an intense romantic
track.”
Priyadarshan’s last
Bollywood film was Rangrezz
which released in 2013, and
now, he is also set to come back
to helming duties with Hera
Pheri 3. Actor Suniel Shetty,
who stars in the film franchise,
recently said, “Talks are on
with Priyadarshan for the third
part. It should happen by the
end of the year. There is a lot of
discussion around it.”
But is it difficult to get into
the groove immediately after

(Clockwise from top) Mahesh
Bhatt, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rajkumar Santoshi and
Priyadarshan
such a long break? Pooja says
that in her father’s case it was
“Like a fish to water and a bird
to the sky.”
Echoing similar sentiment,
Sajid adds, “It’s not a sport that
if you don’t play, you will lose
touch. There is no expiry date
to creativity.”
In conclusion, trade analyst
Joginder Tuteja says that the
return of these film-makers
evokes nostalgia for audiences.
“They have helmed cult films
and have a huge fan following.
The audiences are happy to see
them back in action and are
eagerly waiting to see their new
films.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ReturningtoTVfeelsgood,
saysKaranSinghGrover
Kavita Awaasthi

CHRIS PRATT AND
KATHERINE
SCHWARZENEGGER
GET MARRIED

PHOTO:
YOGEN SHAH

no definite end to a story, it
could affect any creative
person who is creating content
for the said show every day for
years. Having said that, I would
happily play my new role,
whether it lasts for two
episodes or 200 episodes as it
is a fantastic role. I have
never played an older
character and I don’t have

reservations about playing
one either. Moreover, it doesn’t
get better than a chance to play
an iconic role on TV,” he
explains.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

I have never played an
older character and I
don’t have
reservations about
playing one either.
KARAN SINGH GROVER,
ACTOR
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MONDAY,
JUNE 10,
2019

Elizabeth Hurley: The British model and actor,
known for her role in films such as Bedazzled
(2000) and the TV show, Gossip Girl turns 54 today.

Keeping health-conscious people around
you will prove a good idea, as it will help
you maintain perfect health. Returns
from previous investments will keep
your bank balance brimming. An
overseas journey is indicated for those in
ARIES
business. Your performance at work will be
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
impressive enough to warrant appreciation
from the top. You have to bring some stability
into your family life by spending more time together.

Planning a vacation with family or friends
is a foregone conclusion, so expect a
scintillating time! Some delay is foreseen
in receiving money loaned to someone.
Those not happy with the present
professional set up will get the
TAURUS
opportunity of landing a lucrative job.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Some of you are likely to participate in a
fun-filled activity at home. Those in search for a
suitable accommodation may find luck favouring them.

Sticking to workout routine may appear as
a boon for you on the health front. Money
invested in a scheme is likely to give
excellent returns. Some of you may find
yourself at professional crossroads and
not know where to go. Meeting your
GEMINI
near and dear ones in a family gathering is
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
indicated and will prove most enjoyable. An
exciting journey awaits some. Ancestral
property may become a source of pride for you.

Control needs to be exercised on the health
front. Things begin to look up on the
financial front for some. Some of you
are likely to get a raise or increment.
A celebration on the family front may
keep you busy. A business trip is in the
CANCER
offing and, for you, turning it into a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
leisure trip is a foregone conclusion! Fine
performance on the academic front is likely to
catapult your morale to a new high.

Love Focus: Some of you are set to improve your love life, so expect a
great day on the love front.

Love Focus: Romantic thoughts may dominate your mind today and
prompt you to plan something with lover.

Love Focus: Lover may compel you to find time for love from your
busy schedule today, so make the most of it.

Love Focus: You may not agree with lover about something and
upset him or her today.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Navy Blue

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Previous investments will start giving
returns now. A favour done to someone in
your professional capacity is likely to be
returned. Someone who is not quite
happy with you will be won over by you.
A pilgrimage or a vacation is on the cards
LEO
and promises an enjoyable time.
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
Construction of a house or apartment is set
to get completed soon, despite delays. You may
find yourself in a position of advantage on the monetary front.

Someone’s advice is likely to work wonders
for your health. A good day is foreseen
for those playing the stocks. Some
spare time can be expected on the
professional front, so enjoy your heart
out! Acquiring new office premises or a
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
house is on the cards for some. Travelling
alone is not recommended on a long
journey. Investing in property is a step in the
right direction. Meeting someone who secretly adores you is possible.

You are likely to find yourself more
energetic and fit now, than before. You
can come to saving mode on the
financial front. Support of family will
encourage you to inch closer to your
objective on the professional front.
LIBRA
Meeting a childhood friend is possible,
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
but you may not get a chance to spend
much time together. Travelling with a group of
friends is indicated for some and will be loads of fun.

Exercise and workouts may become your
key to maintaining good health. You will
be able to get your money released that
is not being done on some grounds or
the other. Company of friends can keep
you happily engaged. You may need to
explain your point of view regarding an
issue on the family front, as it may not be
self-evident. Keeping your travel plan open to
change will help.

Love Focus: Tiff with lover cannot be ruled out on the romantic
front. But we wary of hurting sentiments with your words.

Love Focus: You will get the opportunity to get close to someone
you are secretly in love with.

Love Focus: Much happiness and fulfilment is foreseen on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Lover is likely to share your romantic mood today, so
expect romance to rock!

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Someone may initiate you into a fitness
routine. Adding to your wealth is
indicated, as you make the right
financial moves. Your popularity on the
professional front may suffer a setback
due to your own inaction. Shifting to a
SAGITTARIUS
better location is foreseen for some.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Vacation time is here and you can expect to
enjoy it to the hilt. Shifting to a new house is
possible, especially for those getting transferred.

Financially, you may need to conserve
money. Introducing some new procedure
or drawing a new policy for the
organisation is possible for some. Your
participation in a family function will be
much appreciated and praised. An outCAPRICORN
of-town leisure trip is possible for some
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
and promises much excitement. Chances of
taking possession of a house look bright. A
celebration will be underway, but it may fall below your expectations.

An outstanding payment is likely to be
received and end your financial woes.
Someone may become your role model
on the fitness front and get you back
into shape. Your brilliant performance at
work can become the talk of the town.
AQUARIUS
A fun trip with friends and cousins is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
envisaged for some. Plan a trip properly, if
you want to make it enjoyable. Don’t take up
any property issue today, as stars appear unfavourable.

Some of you will be able to complete the
paperwork for a home loan. Forgive and
forget may not be an option for a senior
for some wrongdoing committed by you
at work, so watch your step. You are
likely to make the family front most
PISCES
happening today by suggesting
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something exciting. This is a good time to
take a break by going on some holiday
destination. This is a good day for dealing in property.

Love Focus: This is an ideal day to implement ideas on the romantic
front, so go all out for it!

Love Focus: Some of you will successfully manage to take your
romance a step further.

Love Focus: A feeling of being loved and wanted will help
strengthen romantic bonds.

Love Focus: The search of those looking for a suitable match is finally
likely to end.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Bharat 09:15AM 12:05PM 12:30PM
02:55PM 05:25PM 05:45PM 07:30PM
08:15PM 08:35PM 10:30PM 11:35PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:35AM 11:10PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 10:25AM
11:55AM 02:15PM 05:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix English
03:20PM

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Bharat 09:00AM 09:45AM 12:00PM
12:45PM 03:25PM 04:10PM 06:50PM
07:35PM 10:15PM 11:00PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
09:50AM 03:00PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 12:15PM
08:10PM 10:50PM
Muklawa Punjabi 05:35PM

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea for the 1993 film Darr was born
after Hrithik Roshan and Uday Chopra,
producer Yash Chopra’s son, saw Dead
Calm (1989).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

SCRAMBLE - 3112
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

TOWER
D G O OS
E EE PD N
IST T YW
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

SOLUTION SUDOKU

We carry within us the _________ we seek without us.
- Thomas Browne (7)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Wrote, goods, deepen, twisty
ANSWER: We carry within us the wonders we seek without us. Thomas Browne

Palashwantstocollaborate
withRaftaarandDivine
I

The Hangover
at 1907

Palash
Sen

as well — to be original, and not
to copy anyone else. That’s how
one stays relevant,” says
Palash. The video of the band’s
recent single, Saajna, in
collaboration with singer
Akriti Kakar, which is based
around the terrorist attack in
Pulwama (Jammu and
Kashmir) which claimed the
lives of more than 40 CRPF
soldiers, too, has been received
well by the masses.
“The song was never made
for Pulwama exactly. It just
happened. I was moved by the
story of a CRPF soldier who
was on the bus that day and
was video-chatting with his
wife, when the blast took place.
I just wondered, what would he
have been talking about to his

wife, and that’s why I decided
to make a video around that,”
he says. The 53-year-old is quite
excited by the “new wave of
artists” in the independent
circuit, and hopes the non-film
music industry is popular once
again. “With digital platforms,
a lot of musicians have been
able to create a fanbase. You
look at someone like Prateek
Kuhaad, who has done so well
with his non-film music,” he
says. “I really like Raftaar and
Divine’s work as well. I would
love to collaborate with them.
Artists are not just dependent
only on Bollywood to make a
living. I think that’s great, and
things can only get better from
here,” he adds.
n

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH

Samarth Goyal
t has been more than two
decades since the Palash Senfronted pop rock band,
Euphoria, put themselves on
the music map with the single,
Dhoom Pichak. And now, 21
years and several line-up
changes later, the band is still
fronted by the Lucknow-born
musician, who insists that the
band’s music comes from an
“honest” place, which is why
he still feels relevant.
“I don’t consider myself, or
ourselves as pop stars. I am a
simple middle-class man, who
just likes to make music. When
we started all those years ago in
1998, with Dhoom Pichak,
people liked our kind of music,
and felt it was different. That’s
what the motive remains today

Bharat 09:00AM 09:20AM 10:00AM
10:35AM 12:00PM 12:20PM 12:40PM
01:20PM 01:55PM 03:20PM 04:00PM
04:40PM 05:15PM 06:40PM
07:20PM 08:00PM 08:35PM
10:00PM 10:40PM 11:20PM 11:55PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:20AM
12:30PM 05:40PM 10:50PM 11:55PM
Muklawa Punjabi 10:00AM
03:10PM 08:20PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
10:10AM 03:35PM 09:00PM
Aladdin (3D) English 12:45PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 03:40PM
John Wick: Chapter 3 –
Parabellum (A) English 06:10PM
PM Narendra Modi 06:10PM
De De Pyaar De 09:00PM
Godzilla 2: King of the Monsters
English 11:35PM

Pokemon Detective Pikachu
(4DX) English 10:10AM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (4DX)
English 12:35PM 06:00PM 11:25PM
Godzilla 2: King of the Monsters
(4DX) English 03:10PM
Aladdin (4DX) English 08:35PM

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 Dunkirk
1130 DC Superhero
Girls: Inter Galactic
Games
1304 I am Legend
1442 Mission Impossible
1657 Now You See Me
1907 The Hangover
2100 xXx: The State of
Union

Cars at 1217

Dolphin Tale 2 at 1909

1041 Ice Age:
Continental Drift
1217 Cars
1425 Night At The Museum
1628 Lion King
1822 Bleeding Steel
2050 Avatar

1137 Blended
1339 The Master
1514 The Ring
1709 Inferno
1909 Dolphin Tale 2
2100 US Marshals

Heyy Baby at 1436

Bharjari at 1700
1134 Mr Bechara
1415 Sangharsh aur Vijay
1700 Bharjari
2000 Power Unlimited
2230 Majboor

0842 Yamlok
1134 Main Prem Ki
Deewani Hoon
1436 Heyy Baby
1725 Autonagar Surya
2000 Parmanu: The
Story of Pokharan
2231 Snake in the Eagle’s
Shadow

The Real Tevar
at 1219
0921 Dildaar The Arya
1219 The Real Tevar
1517 Judaai
1733 Phool Bane Angaare
1854 Shaktishali No 1
2100 Surya The Soldier
0015 Shatir - The Gangster

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bharat 09:00AM 09:50AM 10:35AM
12:20PM 01:55PM 03:40PM 05:15PM
07:00PM 07:55PM 08:35PM 10:20PM
11:55PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:45AM
03:45PM 09:00PM 11:15PM
Muklawa Punjabi 12:25PM 05:25PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
01:10PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
06:25PM 11:40PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 02:55PM

X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
12:00PM 10:35PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
02:35PM 08:00PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 10:00AM
12:40PM 03:20PM 06:00PM
08:40PM 11:20PM
Godzilla 2: King of the Monsters
12:55PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 05:00PM
De De Pyaar De 07:35PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:05AM
Bharat 09:35AM 11:45AM 12:55PM
03:05PM 04:15PM 06:25PM 07:35PM
09:45PM 10:55PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Bharat 09:00AM 09:30AM 10:00AM
12:15PM 12:30PM 01:10PM 03:30PM
03:50PM 04:25PM 05:05PM
06:50PM 07:50PM 09:40PM 10:15PM
11:15PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:25AM
12:00PM 02:30PM 08:25PM 11:00PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:40AM
07:10PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
11:55AM 07:35PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
02:30PM 10:15PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 05:10PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Bharat 08:30AM 09:30AM 10:30AM
12:30PM 01:30PM 02:00PM 03:40PM
04:40PM 06:50PM 07:20PM
07:50PM 10:00PM 11:00PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 09:00AM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 11:15AM
01:40PM 06:10PM 08:30PM 10:50PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
11:30AM 05:00PM 10:30PM
Muklawa Punjabi 04:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC MALL,
CHANDIGARH
Bharat 09:00AM 09:50AM 12:00PM
12:50PM 03:25PM 04:15PM 05:00PM
06:50PM 07:40PM 09:55PM 10:15PM
11:05PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:20AM
02:10PM 07:15PM 11:00PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:30AM
04:50PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 11:40AM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
02:20PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR

Muklawa Punjabi 09:30AM
08:10PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:40AM
12:15PM 02:45PM 08:25PM 10:55PM
Bharat 09:45AM 10:15AM 01:00PM
01:30PM 02:30PM 04:15PM 04:45PM
05:15PM 07:30PM 08:00PM 10:45PM
11:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
12:05PM 10:40PM

Bharat 09:00AM 09:45AM 12:05PM
12:55PM 02:15PM 03:20PM 04:15PM
05:25PM 06:35PM 07:35PM 09:55PM
10:55PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:00AM
11:35AM 05:15PM 11:00PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
09:25AM 02:40PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
10:30PM
Muklawa Punjabi 12:05PM 07:55PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 08:35PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA

Bharat 09:00AM 10:00AM 12:20PM
01:20PM 03:40PM 04:40PM
07:00PM 08:00PM 10:20PM 11:20PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:35AM
08:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
12:15PM 05:40PM 10:55PM
Aladdin (3D) Hindi 02:50PM

PM Narendra Modi 09:00AM
Bharat 09:30AM 10:35AM 12:30PM
01:40PM 03:35PM 04:45PM
06:40PM 07:50PM 09:45PM 10:55PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
12:50PM 03:05PM 08:05PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 05:40PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA

Bharat 09:00AM 09:35AM 10:10AM
11:20AM 12:20PM 01:30PM 02:40PM
03:40PM 04:15PM 04:50PM
06:00PM 07:00PM 08:10PM
09:20PM 10:20PM 10:55PM 11:30PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:00AM
12:00PM 02:30PM 07:30PM 10:00PM
Aladdin (3D) Hindi 09:10AM
Aladdin (3D) English 05:10PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix Hindi
09:20AM

Bharat 09:00AM 10:00AM 12:50PM
02:00PM 04:00PM 04:50PM
06:00PM 07:00PM 07:50PM
10:00PM 10:45PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:10AM
01:35PM
Muklawa Punjabi 11:25AM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
11:50AM 09:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
03:45PM

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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Patralekhaa
overwhelmed
withfan
response

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SHAHIDKAPOOR

Pooja Sharma

Patralekhaa

Swag on point
Shahid Kapoor posted this photo on Instagram as he gears
up to promote his next film, Kabir Singh.

QUOTE HANGAR
AYUSHMANN AND
I HAVE DONE
THREE FILMS
TOGETHER AND
WE SHARE A
GREAT EQUATION
AS CO-STARS
AND AS FRIENDS.

I AM VERY
EXCITED ABOUT
THIS BOOM OF A
SPACE (OTT)
WHERE YOU CAN
EXPERIMENT
WITH
STORYTELLING.

BHUMI PEDNEKAR,
ACTOR

SUSHMITA SEN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Trolls dub
Mouni ‘plastic’,
compare her to
Rakhi Sawant
ctor Mouni Roy’s
appearance at the
premiere of Bharat got
social media talking about
the possible plastic
surgeries she may have
undergone, and some
Instagram users compared
her to Rakhi Sawant and the
late King of Pop, Michael
Jackson (MJ).
Dressed in a neon green
jacket and black dress,
Mouni made a causal
appearance at the
screening. But her lips
seemed to have grabbed all
the attention. After
photographs of the
screening went viral,
netizens started
commenting on Mouni’s
look. “Plastic surgeries
ruined her beauty”, “What
has happened to her lips?”,
“Surgery failed”, “Plastic”

atralekhaa
is elated by
the
feedback her
latest web film has
been receiving. The
actor, who portrays
the challenging role
of a surrogate

P

Kavita Awaasthi

hruti Seth is back on TV
with yet another
comedy, which she says
could be because of her
“sense of humour and joyful
personality”. The actor, who
is known for her
portrayal of Jiya
Malhotra in the hit
comedy series
Shararat, rues
the typecast,
which casting

S

directors can’t see beyond.
Here, she talks about comedy
on TV and OTT and her career.

Comedy has been a constant in
your career…
Yes, it has and I am glad I have
been able to make people smile
and bring joy and
laughter in their
lives. Maybe, I am
offered comedy
because I have a
sense of humour
and my

personality is joyful. Probably,
I give a vibe that I would like to
do roles like that. Luckily,
whether it is Shararat or The
Suite Life of Karan & Kabir,
the comedy genre has played a
huge part in my career. I don’t
want to question it (laughs).

Do you consciously look for roles
in other genres?
I have, but unfortunately, all
over the world, actors tend to
get slotted into certain kinds of
roles. It is unfair to actors as
no one wants to do similar
roles throughout their career.
Casting directors could
possibly try to let actors
explore their range, surprise

n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Shruti Seth, who is back
on TV with a laughter
series after a break, says
she hopes to see some
sharp comedy
on the tube

the audiences and not play safe
always. As I have had a long
career with impactful comedy
roles, I generally get offers for
them. But, I did get the chance
to explore drama in the show,
Rishta.com, which was quite
amazing and fulfilling. I also
had a role in Raajneeti (2010),
which shocked many people,
along with me. But, for the
longest time I kept getting
similar roles.

What do you think of the quality of
comedy on TV?
Wit and satire are missing on
TV today. Now, most of the
shows have slapstick comedy.
I am all for laughter in any

Kavita Awaasthi

form as it lets the audiences
forget their world for some
time. But, I think, there should
be room for satire and sharp
comedy on TV. With the digital
shows, hopefully, there might
be such shows in the future.

asting couch is a
known evil in
showbiz and while
some aspiring actors
are lucky to not have to
face it, many are not so
lucky. Actor Ansh
Bagri had such an
encounter at the
beginning of his career,
but he chose not to give
in. “When I was starting
out, I was told to do
certain things for a role.
But I believe that it’s
your call. It’s up to you
if you choose the easy
way or take the road
where you have to work
hard. I was strong
enough to say no. If I
had compromised then,
to bag a role, I would
have never respected
myself. I believe that
nobody forces you in
the industry. The issue
is that sometimes
people in desperate
need of work, do what
should not be done,”
he says.
Talking about his
struggle, he shares
that he knew he would
make it as an actor, no
matter how long it took.
Ansh was at Shiamak
Davar’s dance
academy, and as a
group dancer, shot for
songs starring popular
actors Shah Rukh
Khan, Salman Khan,
Kareena Kapoor
Khan, etc. “I didn’t see
them as setbacks
because I believed in
myself and my abilities,
today, I am where I
wanted to be,” says the
actor, who is playing
the lead in a TV show
currently. “I am
positive about life. I
never lost hope even
when I lost my father
and sisters. When I was
trying to make it in the
industry, I had no
money and I had to
sleep in a car. I
motivated myself and
worked harder,”
Ansh says.

C

You have been missing from TV
for a while.
Yes, but I am glad to be back on
TV with my new show. I was
also taking it slow as I have a
five-year-old daughter and
now that she is grown up, I am
looking at taking up more
work. I have shot for two
digital shows, which will
release this year.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Recreating a
track needs to
be handled
with care: Tulsi

and “Botox aunty” – were
some of the comments on the
photographs, apart from
comparisons with Rakhi and
MJ, who are known to have
undergone multiple surgeries.
One Instagram user slammed
Mouni for not accepting
“natural beauty”.
Though, there were others
who supported her. “She is
really gorgeous. I don’t get
why people have to judge her.
Why don’t they mind their
own business. It’s her body,
her choice,” wrote one user.
Mouni, a popular face on
television, made her
Bollywood debut with Gold
(2015). She will be next seen in
Brahmastra and Made in
China.
— IANS

Nikita Deb

TWITTER TWATTER

ith the admiration
remakes have received
in the recent past, music
composers seem to have made
it their success mantra to
create them. And singers seem
to have got on board with this
trend, too. One such superhit
remake this year was Tu Laung
Main Elaachi from Luka
Chuppi, sung by singer Tulsi
Kumar. And this hitmaker is
very happy with the reception
of the song. She says, “I saw so
many people making dance
covers to this song, that it
became a wedding anthem.
Most of the wedding videos
have brides performing to this
ong because
use it was so

W

PHOTO: TWITTER/FILMHISTORYPIC

Check out this picture of actors Mukri, Sunil Dutt and
Kishore Kumar, who co-starred in the iconic comedy film
Padosan (1968).

‘I want to work with
people who
I have deep
regard for’

Vijay
Varma

beautifully arranged and this
version (the remake) was very
pepped up. It had the kind of
beats that dance songs
require.”
Apart from this, Tulsi has
sung a number of songs in
Bollywood including original
compositions. Ask Tulsi what
she thinks about the negative
reactions that remakes get in
today’s world, and she says that
thankfully, she has only been a
part of songs that have been
recreated well, so she is
unfazed. “There is definitely a
mixed response when it comes
to recreations. All I can say is
that I have been part of a lot of
recreated tracks, and it has
done well most of the time. I
don’t think there is any harm in

Wrap up for
Deepika

ijay Varma recently
signed two movies, as well
as an OTT project for a
popular channel. After the
success of Gully Boy, he has
had substantial work coming
his way. “A lot of fascinating
g
scripts have come and
interesting content is being
offered to me. I am looking into
what is it that I can choose
now, which is absolutely
beautiful because it is great to
have choices. I will also be
doing a web series but can’t
talk about it just yet,” he says.
Talking about the struggles
actors face after having made a
name for themselves, Vijay
says that the challenge is to
match up to their previous
performance and only raise
the standards. “To deliver

PHOTO: TWITTER/MEGHNAGULZAR

#Bharat
@DianaPenty: Individually
and collectively each one of
us can be the solution to
pollution. The best way to
do this? Reduce. Reuse.
Recycle. To
#BeatAirPollution I’m going
to continue planting ..what
will you do?

something that can create as
much as an impact as Gully
Boy did. I am kind of obsessed
with acting. For me, it’s about
giving my best to every
project,” says the Chittagong
(2012) actor.
On asking if he has now
carved a path for himself in the
industry, the actor says that he
has never been a planner. “I
started working early on. I had
many plans, which kind of
bombed. So, it’s not like it will

n

nikita.deb@htlive.com
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Samarth Goyal

SHIVAJI
STORM SEN

e is not a boy of many
words off-screen but
Indian child actor, Sunny
Pawar has charmed everyone
— from Hollywood bigwigs at
the 2017 Oscars, to former US
President, Barack Obama —
with his performance in the
Oscar-nominated film Lion
(2016).
However, this 11-year-old
wonder has made sure that he
does not end up becoming a
one-hit wonder. His
recent performance
in the indie drama,
Chippa, saw him
win two awards for
the Best Child actor
— one at the South
Asian Film
Festival, Dallas,
US and the other
was at the New
York Indian film
Festival.
And he says,

H

V
Vikrant Massey, Meghna
Gulzar and Deepika
Padukone

recreating a track, if it’s
handled with care because we
are dealing with some great
melodies of the past,” she says.
However, Tulsi adds, it’s the
popularity of the song that
dictates its fate. “A song is
recreated because of its huge
recall value. Only such songs
[which were superhits at some
point] are recreated. One deals
with such iconic songs while
recreating, so I think the key is
to handle it with care. Having
said that, I have been part of a
lot of recreations and I think
people are listening to it. That’s
why so many recreations are
being made today, despite
people saying negative things
about it,” says Tulsi.

Sunny wants to be like Rajinikanth

Pooja Sharma

@BeingSalmanKhan: Big
thk u sabko fr giving sabse
bada opening mere career
ka par what made me the
happiest & proudest is ki
during a scene in my film jab
national anthem is recited
ev1 stood up as a mark of
respect. There could be no
bigger respect for our
country than this... Jai Hind

NOBODY
FORCES YOU
IN THE
INDUSTRY:
ANSH BAGRI
ON CASTING
COUCH

Shruti
Seth

Meet the Padosan

@meghnagulzar: And we
wrapped #Chhapaak Malti...
Amol... I will carry you with
me. Thank you for your faith
and for pouring yourself
into our film!

Ansh
Bagri

the many compliments, one of
her fans wrote, ‘I watched your
web movie. It was fantastic. I
love your acting and the
message of the movie.
Surrogacy is very important
for human society. Good
work’,” says a source.
Speaking on if she
anticipated such a response,
Patralekhaa says, “I was
slightly nervous yet positive
about the role, since it was
quite challenging. I was
thinking about how the
audience would react to such a
role that they haven’t seen
before.” But, she adds, she’s
glad the audience liked the film
and was flattered with the
responses she received. “My
job as an actor is to push the
envelope and take on
challenging roles that give
me adrenaline rush. And
if that is accepted by the
audience, you feel your risk
has paid off. So, the most
important factor is the script,
followed by the director’s
conviction, my character and
eventually, the execution,”
she concludes.

‘WITAND SATIRE
MISSINGONTV’

A

LOOK BACK

mother in the film, is happy
with the appreciation she is
receiving from her followers on
social media for her
performance.
“Interestingly, Patralekhaa
has been inundated with
congratulatory messages from
her fans, who just couldn’t stop
raving about her decision to
take on the role. From among

03

be al
some scripts and
d film-makers
m
that I am attracted to and will
continue to be on pursuit of
doing either those characters
or make those associations.
That is my main agenda, to
collaborate with talents that I
really admire. I want to work
with people who I have deep
regard for. The rest, there is no
planning in any of it,”
Vijay adds.

Sunny Pawar has
won two awards for
the Best Child Actor
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

as of this moment, only
two things matter to him —
“enjoy karne ka aur kuch
seekhne ka (Enjoy and learn
more).”
A “really big fan” of
superstar Rajinikanth,
Sunny admits that he loves
acting, but he makes it a point
to never put his studies on the
back-burner. “Of course,
I love to act. I want to be like
Rajinikanth one day. He is
a big star, and I am a
really big fan of his work,”
he gushes.
“But education is also
important. For Chippa, Safdar
uncle wrote a letter to my
principal, who then gave me
permission to miss school for a
few days. After every few
days of shooting, I used to get a
day’s break and during that, I
used to go through whatever
was taught in school, and
finished my homework, too,”
he shares.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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UNCONVENTIONAL
PEOPLEAREBEING
WELCOMED:VICKY

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

POOJA GOR
HATES GOING
TO THE GYM
BUT HAS HER
OWN WAYS TO
STAY FIT

The actor feels audiences are now leaning towards offbeat content
Prashant Singh
ight now, he’s one of the
busiest actors around,
playing leading roles in
almost all his films. From
the beginning of his career,
including films such as Masaan
(2015) and Raman Raghav 2.0
(2016), one term that has been
associated with Vicky Kaushal
is ‘unconventional.’
“I remember how everybody
kept saying that ‘you have an
unconventional face and
unconventional energy’. But
honestly, I feel it’s great that
unconventional people are
being welcomed, and writers,
too, are writing unusual parts,”
shares the Uri: The Surgical
Strike actor.
Vicky is also kicked that
audiences are now leaning
more towards offbeat content.

Taking his ride seriously

R

Besides being cute, it seems like actor Arjun Kapoor was a
serious kid, too. Sharing this childhood pic, he wrote, “Began
my horse riding prep way early in life... Always knew I was
PHOTO: TWITTER/ARJUNK26
gonna be doing Panipat...”

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE SHARED
SCREEN SPACE
WITH THE OTHER
KHANS, AND I
NEEDED TO TICK
THE BOX WITH
IRRFAN... I’M HIS
HUGE FAN

I DO HAVE A
CRUSH ON HIM
(VARUN
DHAWAN)... HE IS
A BIG CRUSH
BUT THERE ARE
ALSO MANY
OTHER CRUSHES

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN, ACTOR

ANANYA PANDAY,
ACTOR

It’s a beautiful phase
for the audience,
makers as well as
actors. It’s great that
even big film-makers
and major studios are
opting for so-called
unconventional
concepts now. It is
good for all of us.

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Jacqueline in Arth remake?
ctor Jacqueline
Fernandez has been
approached for the remake
of the 1982 classic Arth,
which was directed by
Mahesh Bhatt. She has been
reportedly approached to
play the role played by late
actor Smita Patil in the
original, according to
Mumbai Mirror. The remake
is being helmed by Revathi.
“Jacqueline is really
excited... She has given her
verbal consent to the part
but is yet to sign on the
dotted line,” informs a
source.

A

VICKY KAUSHAL
ACTOR

Jacqueline Fernandez

unjabi actor-singer Gippy
Grewal made his Hindi
film debut in 2017 with
Lucknow Central, which also
starred actor Farhan Akhtar.
But it has been two years since
he has signed any other
Bollywood project, though the
actor clarifies that it’s is not
that he doesn’t want to do Hindi
films.
“I want to do Bollywood
films. For the first few months
after Lucknow Central
released, I used to be offered
about 15 films a month. Though
that number has reduced now,
but I still get a lot of offers from
Bollywood. And there have
been several films that I said no
to and they eventually got
made and released. But I hold
no regrets about not doing
them,” says Gippy.
So what made him turn
down all these offers that came
his way? “Whenever a Hindi
film is offered to me, the first
thing I try and understand is
the story and if my character in

P

Lovestruck
All set to tie the knot on June 16, actor Charu Asopa and
model Rajeev Sen can’t seem to have enough of each
other. Busy with wedding preparation and celebrations,
Rajeev shared this adorable picture on Instagram and
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/RAJEEVSEN9
captioned it, “Rajakibitto”.

TWITTER TWATTER
@thisIsMukti: Talent is
insignificant. I know a lot of
talented ruins. Beyond
talent lie all the usual words:
discipline, love, luck, but,
most of all, endurance.
#BareYou

@AnupamPKher: Ego says,
“Once everything falls into
place, I will feel peace.’ Spirit
says, “Find your peace, and
then everything will fall into
place.”:)

prashant.singh@htlive.com

rying something new in
life is what gives Pooja Gor
the ultimate kick, more so
when it is related to fitness.
The actor, who was last seen in
the short film Newborn
Mother is currently on a break
from work, and she’s making
the most of this free time by
working on her fitness level.
And before you wonder
what her gym schedule would
be like, read this: Pooja isn’t
someone who likes to go to the
gym to stay fit. In fact, she does
not enjoy working out in the
gym at all, unlike many of her
actor friends.
“My fitness goals are very
simple — I do whatever I feel

T

Rasika’spersonallifeno
hindrancetohercareer

PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

ctor Rasika Dugal, who prefers
to be called a “career-oriented
woman”, doesn’t like to mix
her personal and professional lives.
Not many know that Rasika has
been married for the last nine years
to her theatre co-actor, Mukul
Chaddha.
On how married life becomes
easier when you have a partner
from the same profession, Rasika
says, “Though we are from the
same profession, we’ve never been
a hindrance to each other. We are
true to our own craft.”
Rasika and Mukul met at a
theatre workshop in Mumbai and
“connected through common
friends”.
“At that time, neither of us had
done much of theatre work. But
gradually, our bond grew
stronger,” she adds.
The Manto (2018) actor asserts
that in no way she sees her
“personal life as an impediment in
my acting career. I don’t think one
has to give priority to one over the
other. You live your life and you do
your work. That’s it.”
Be it films or web shows, work
has always been the first priority
for Rasika. “It is something that has
given me everything. To really be
involved in your work as an actor,
you have to give your everything.
That’s the way I wanted to be and it
continues to remain the same,”
says the actor, who was seen in the
recent web series Delhi Crime.
When asked if she discusses
work with her husband, or takes his
advice before choosing roles,
especially the bold ones that she
gets offered, Rasika shares, “I only
decide for myself what I want to do
or don’t want to do, in my career.
Whether it was playing a wife in my
upcoming web series Humorously
Yours, or playing a bold role in
Mirzapur or iconic character, Safia
in Manto — I take that call.”
Stating that all her roles so far
have been “interesting and
challenging”, she admits it’s tough
for any actor to say no to such
strong parts. “In Mirzapur, it was
for the first time where I had a
scene, which acknowledges women
as sexual objects. The script was
really attractive and it was such an
interesting contrast to the role I had
in Manto. Even though it was not
designed like that, both the projects
has such interesting roles to
explore,” she concludes.

A

‘Roles and remuneration in
Bollywood not good enough’
Shreya Mukherjee

FREEZE FRAME

@ShoojitSircar: Honestly
honest opinions are also an
OPINION:))

n

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/POOJAGOR

Shreya Mukherjee

like. Be it cycling, swimming,
running, walking, doing
yoga… I do a lot of things
depending on my mood,” says
Pooja, who refrains from
calling herself a “gym person”.
She adds, “I don’t think one
needs to go to the gym to stay
fit. If one enjoys climbing up
and down the stairs and can do
it for at least 20 minutes a day,
then that also helps.”
The actor, who made her
film debut last year with
Kedarnath, further shares that
instead of a fixed gym routine,
flexible routines help actors,
given their busy lifestyle. She
emphasises that “we often
forget the importance of metime” that is very important to
relax our mind and soul.
“When we overwork, it can
lead to frustration. So, I always
try to take small breaks, and do
things that I want to,” shares
Pooja, who is taking lessons to
learn to play the ukulele, a
musical instrument which
looks like a mini guitar.

Sangeeta Yadav

PHOTO: SUJIT JAISWAL/AFP

@Ashwinyiyer: A tired
mind needs a little break
before we start the last
schedule of this long,
beautiful journey called
#Panga #Pangastories

“Audiences want filmmakers
to surprise them (with content
and presentation). They are
looking for something out-ofthe-box with every film and
character. That’s what’s
pushing the actors — including
the stars as well as the
newcomers — to just do novel
stuff and bring something new
to the table. And that’s why
[this is] a brilliant phase to be
in,” asserts Vicky, who is busy
with Shoojit Sircar’s Udham
Singh and a yet-to-be-titled
horror film.
The actor is ecstatic that
the “lines between commercial
and parallel cinema have
blurred.” He explains, “When
you see films such as October
(2018) that had Shoojit and
(actor) Varun Dhawan
working together, or Dear
Zindagi (2016; starring actors
Alia Bhatt and Shah Rukh
Khan), you feel great. It’s a
beautiful phase for the
audience, makers as well as
actors. It’s great that even big
filmmakers and major studios
are opting for so-called
unconventional concepts.”

it is taking the plot forward or
not,” says the actor, for whom
remuneration comes next.
“There have been times
when my prior commitments
would stop me from taking up
anything new, but most of the
times I did not like my
character or the money offered
was too less. Aise roles hain
jisme mere liye kuch nahin
hain… Ab main Punjab ko
represent karta hoon in filmon
mein… Mere fans phir meri
film dekhenge aur bolenge
paaji aap kyun gaye wahan pe,”

he elaborates.
Meanwhile, Gippy is gearing
up for his Hindi directorial
debut and he had earlier told us
that he won’t play any role in it,
which means his fans will have
to wait to see him do another
Hindi film.
“I hope I’ll be able to do a
film soon. I’m in talks for two
films and the stories and my
characters are well etched out.
But it’s really too early to talk
about them as things are yet to
be finalised,” he wraps up.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

PHOTO: GOKUL
VS/HT

Aise roles hain jisme
mere liye kuch nahin
hain… Ab main Punjab
ko represent karta hoon
in filmon mein… Mere
fans phir meri film
dekhenge aur bolenge
paaji aap kyun gaye
wahan pe.
GIPPY GREWAL ACTORSINGER-DIRECTOR

@ImRaina: While we’re on
the field, we devote
ourselves to our country &
we give all we can to make
India proud. We all love our
country & that’s exactly
@msdhoni has done,
saluting the sacrifices of our
heroes & honouring them. It
should be taken as an act of
patriotism not nationalism

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Rasika Dugal with
husband Mukul
Chadda
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MUKULCHADDA
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WEATHER
Mon 10
Clear
Max

Tue 11

Sunset
Monday at
7:23pm
Sunrise
Tuesday at
5:21am

Thunder Thunder
Max

43c

42°c

Min

Min

28°c

Wed 12

29°c

Max

41° c
Min

27°c

Humidity
Max: 49%
Min: 18%

Yesterday’s temp: Max 42.7°C Min 26.8°C

shortstories
PU CET: CHEMISTRY
TOP CHOICE OF
PG STUDENTS
CHANDIGARH : As many as 12,908
students appeared for the Common Entrance Test (CET) conducted
by Panjab University, for admission
to postgraduation courses available on the campus and at affiliated
colleges, on June 8 and June 9.
Chemistry remains favourite as
1,706 aspirants appeared for 675
seats in MSc chemistry and
››P4
chemistry honours.

Storm effect: Prices
of vine vegetables up
CHANDIGARH : Strong winds
blowing in and around the city
over the past one week has led to a
rise in the prices of vegetables
growing on vines. The prices are
expected to remain up for a couple
of weeks till the weather conditions turn favourable. Punjab
Mandi Board officials said the
squall last week had exacerbated
farmers’ troubles.
››P2

PEC plans to be centrally
funded, wants to retain name
CHANDIGARH : Punjab Engineering
College (PEC), Sector 12, is planning
to be a centrally-funded technical
institute (CFTI). The proposal is
near completion. Earlier, it was
proposed that PEC be given the
status of an IIT but it was turned
down on grounds that Indian
Institute of technology, Ropar, is
close by.
››P4

debate of
the week
COMMERCIALISATION

IS DEVELOPMENT
NEEDED AT COST
OF GREEN COVER
IN CITY?
Should development of
commercial space be allowed
in a landlocked city covering a
mere 114km area? Is it smart to
destroy its green cover to
accommodate more hotels,
offices and retail space? Write
to chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by June 14.

AIR

GMCH EXPANSION

DETAILED ARCHITECTURAL PLAN PREPARED FOR NEW
>>p2
EMERGENCY-CUM-TRAUMA CENTRE AT HOSPITAL

24X7 WATER SUPPLY

ASIA FLIGHT MAKES EMERGENCY LANDING

Tempers fly as 173 passengers
remain stranded for over 9 hours
NIGHTMARE Srinagar-bound 6.15am flight developed snag after taking off from
Delhi; stranded since 7.20am, passengers put on alternative flight only at 4.40pm
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:An emergency land-

ing by Air Asia’s Delhi-Srinagar
flight at the Chandigarh International Airport on Sunday morning led to complete pandemonium as 173 passengers were
forced to wait for over nine hours
before another plane ferried
them to Srinagar.
The police were called in after
the agitated passengers indulged
in several heated arguments with
the local Air Asia staff on not getting answers on when their
ordeal will end.
On Sunday morning, as the
plane took off from the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
Delhi at 6.15am, a snag in its
engine forced the flight crew to
make an emergency landing at
the Chandigarh airport at 7.20am,
10 minutes before its scheduled
arrival in Srinagar.
But it was not before 4.40pm,
when another aircraft from Delhi
landed here, and passengers were
taken to their destination after
much hassle.
While the airline in its statement claimed that they were
working with regulatory bodies
to assist with investigation into
the incident, Baljeet Singh Virk,
station house officer (SHO),
Chandigarh Airport police station, said the aircraft’s left engine
developed a snag, forcing the
pilots to make an emergency
landing in Chandigarh.
“The passengers were agitated, but we pacified them with
the help of airline staff, before
they were boarded on another

shubkarman.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:A 25-year-old woman

from Kurukshetra who accused a
man of raping her at Hotel Ashiana in Sector 22 in April last year
falsely implicated several middle-aged men in similar cases to
extort money, police investigations show.
Following a probe in the hotel
rape case in which the woman
had accused a man she met in
Dera Bassi of sexual assault, the
UT police filed a report (on a date
not specified) in the district court
for the cancellation of the related
FIR lodged on April 19 last year at
the Sector 17 police station.
According to the report, the
woman and her husband were
allegedly part of an extortion
racket in which several victims
were involved. Sub-inspector
Sarita Roy, who investigated the
case, came across at least three
instances in the past in which
rape complaints filed by the
woman had been withdrawn
or settled.
PROMISE OF A JOB
In the hotel rape case, the woman
had complained to the police that
as she had a troubled marriage
she had been looking to earn a living and a man, Bharat Bhushan,
whom she had met through her
husband, had offered her a job in
Zirakpur.
In April, Bhushan had asked
her to meet him at Dera Bassi
from where he took her to Zirakpur, where she was introduced to
a chemist for a job. After the meeting, the accused had allegedly
taken her to the hotel and raped
her.

ACCORDING TO A POLICE
REPORT FILED IN THE
DISTRICT COURTS, THE
WOMAN AND HER
HUSBAND WERE PART OF
AN EXTORTION RACKET
IN WHICH SEVERAL
VICTIMS WERE INVOLVED
Aged 65, Bhushan lives alone
in Kaithal, owns a substantial
amount of land and also gets
monthly rentals from shops he
owns. Commenting on the case,
Nilambari Jagadale, senior
superintendent of police, gave
credit to the “professionalism of
Chandigarh police,” because of
which the truth and the mala fide
intention of the rape victim” was
revealed.
CANCELLATION REPORT
The report states that the alleged
rape victim had refused to give a
written statement in the case and
instead requested that she be
allowed to meet Bhushan alone.
CCTV footage accessed from
the hotel showed her walking
behind Bhushan without exhibiting unusual behaviour. She was
also carrying a phone from which
she could have made a distress
call . “The hotel staff also said that
she had said namaste to them and
didn’t disclose... the crime,”
states the report.
Secondly, scrutiny of the
phone records showed the husband at a location close to the
hotel but he met police officials
the next day. Medico-legal
reports of the alleged victim also

ontwitter
Pitiful services by @AirAsia...
more than 150 passengers
were stranded at the
Chandigarh Airport. No
previous announcement,
the staff is still clueless.
@AMITZUTSHI5
Worst Service of Air Asia No
Business Ethics No Code of
Conduct Worst Worst Worst
Pathetic Ma de travelling
Miserable from Sri Nagar I716
@AirAsia
@AmitVerma010887
Delhi Srinagar AirAsia flight
(I5715) developed midair
technical snag Emergency
landing at Chandigarh airport
at around 7:30am No further
information from airline staff
Almost two and half hours
waiting.
@qadri_arshid

n

Hassles passengers waiting for answers from the Air Asia staff in the presence of police personnel at the
HT PHOTO
Chandigarh International Airport on Sunday.

plane in the evening,” he said.
POOR COMMUNICATION
COMPOUNDS CHAOS
Huge drama was seen at the
Chandigarh airport as passengers jostled to get answers from
the clueless airline staff.
A passenger, Niraj Vedwa,
CEO of a private company, said
no one expected that a 90-minute
journey between Delhi and Srinagar could turn into their worst
nightmare.
“The moment we landed in
Chandigarh, we were made to sit
in the aircraft for nearly one hour
before we were deboarded. For
the next three hours, there was
no refreshment or any information on when we will be flown to
Srinagar,” he said.

Police want FIR quashed,
say ‘victim’ trapped men
n

HOSTS CHANDIGARH IN DRIVER’S SEAT AGAINST
ROPAR, WITH FIVE WICKETS IN HAND, CHANDIGARH
LEAD BY 263 RUNS IN THE FIRST INNINGS
>>p6

THE PROJECT WILL WEIGH HEAVY ON RESIDENTS’ POCKETS
AS MC WILL INCREASE SUPPLY CHARGES ONCE
THE PLAN IS EXECUTED WITHIN TWO YEARS
>>p3

2018 SECTOR 22 HOTEL RAPE

Shub Karman Dhaliwal

PUNJAB INTER
DISTRICT CRICKET
TOURNAMENT

did not indicate any injuries,
which was unusual in a case of
forced sexual assault.
In another FIR dated August
24, 2017, at the Rohtak police station, the woman had filed a
similar complaint against
58-year-old Karan Singh, a bank
employee with a similar story.
The case fell flat as all witnesses
turned hostile.
FATHER SPILLS
THE BEANS
Finally, it was the woman’s
father whose account helped the
police make headway in the case.
His statement to the police
said, “My daughter ran away
with a man in June 2017 with
₹2 lakh and jewellery from the
house. After a gap of two to three
months a person from Rohtak
came to me and disclosed that my
daughter had registered a case of
rape against an old man and
demanded ₹20 lakh for the settlement. Another man from Kaithal
told me that my daughter implicated him in a case and demanded
₹15 lakh for settlement. Later, I
came to know that my daughter is
part of a gang that falsely implicates people in rape cases to
extort money.”
MATRIMONIAL
ADVERTISEMENT
The police report also stated that
Bharat, in his statement, had
declared that he had published an
advertisement for marriage in a
newspaper and met the woman at
Kurukshetra University through
her husband, who, however,
introduced himself as her friend.
“They both became friendly and
asked about my property and
background,” he said.

“When passengers began
scrambling, the airline staff made
an announcement a little before
1pm that another aircraft from
Delhi will land here at 3pm, and
the passengers will be boarded on
it at 3.40pm,” he added.
However, Vedwa said, the airline failed to meet the deadline,
making people more restless.
“Police also arrived to control the
situation, before the other aircraft landed,” he said, before
boarding the flight to Srinagar at
4.15pm.
While the airport spokesperson told HT that the alternative
flight to Srinagar got delayed
since the Chandigarh airport was
closed for civil flights till 1.30pm,
the passengers questioned if this
were the case, why didn’t the air-

line arrange a flight soon after the
airport opened for civil planes?
Another passenger, JD
Kaushik, said the airline staff
kept evading questions on the
exact status of the alternative
flight throughout the day, compounding the already harried
passengers’ troubles.
Dr Rakesh Sharma said he was
headed to Srinagar to operate on
some patients at a private hospital. “The surgeries were delayed,
and the patients kept waiting
throughout the day as I could not
reach on time,” he complained.
A local official of Air Asia, not
wishing to be named, said, “In situations like these, it takes time to
arrange the flight crew and
aircraft.”
He said a plane that landed in

HERITAGE ITEMS
TO GO UNDER
THE HAMMER IN
NEW ZEALAND

FORMER AIRLINE CEO
SHOWS CONCERN
Replying to a passenger from
his Twitter handle, Mittu
Chandilya, former CEO of Air
Asia, India, wrote, “Travel
disruption is 1 of the worst
feelings...I sincerely hope this
is resolved.”

Delhi from Ranchi was sent to
Chandigarh to take passengers to
Srinagar, adding that ground
clearance at the Delhi airport also
took a lot of time.
Airline spokesperson, Rohit
Kumar, claimed, “The passengers were provided refreshments
around 11am, and lunch at
1.30pm. We reiterate that we
place safety and security foremost in all aspects of operations,
and apologise for the inconvenience caused to the passengers.”

TRICITY
THIS
WEEK

A DETAILED
SCHEDULE OF
THE EVENTS TO
WATCH OUT FOR
IN THE CITY >>p3

3 held for killing
cop on witness
duty in Ambala
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA: Nearly a week after ASI
Suresh Kumar, 51, tasked with
witness protection, was murdered in Naraingarh’s Badagaon
village, 42km from here, police
arrested three suspects on late
Saturday night.
The trio was identified as
Prince and Shubham, alias Kali,
of Ambala cantonment, and
Rahul Kumar, of Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh.
Ambala superintendent of
police (SP) Mohit Handa said the
suspects were produced before a
court and sent to five-day police
remand. “During remand, we
will ascertain the reasons
behind the murder, and if any
other person is involved in the
crime. The weapon used in the
crime has yet to be recovered,” SP Handa said.
ASI Kumar, resident of
Yamunanagar, was deputed in
Badagaon village on witness protection duty, concerning the
murder of the local sarpanch’s
husband.
On June 2, he was at a car

n

ACCUSED HAD SHOT
ASI SURESH KUMAR
IN THE CHEST AT A CAR
WASH AT BADAGAON
VILLAGE ON JUNE 2
wash in the village, where three
youths had reached for a bike-related work. As the cop, who was
in civvies, sought the bike’s registration plate, one of the youths
shot at his chest, killing him on
the spot.
Rambir, who runs the car
wash and was witness to the
murder of Session Judge, a
teacher and husband of Badagaon village sarpanch on July 9
last year, later narrated the
crime to the police. “The youths
fired in the air twice before fleeing. Leaving their bike there, two
of them fled towards Badagaon
and the third towards the opposite direction,” he had said.
Police had seized the
accused’s Hero Splendor motorcycle, and lodged a case against
them under Section 302 (murder)
of the Indian Penal Code.

The accused in police custody in Ambala on Sunday.

HT PHOTO

GUSTY WINDS, RAIN ON THE CARDS TOMORROW

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : In yet another
auction of artefacts from
Chandigarh, furniture designed
by Pierre Jeanneret will be
auctioned in New Zealand on
June 25.
An auction house in Auckland
will put up for sale two
items — an easy chair and a pair
of chairs designed by Jeanneret,
valued between ₹13.9 lakh and
₹18.5 lakh — on June 25.
Trafficking of cultural property of Chandigarh is going on
for the past 10 years. More than
50 auctions have been held in different countries, including
United States, United Kingdom,
Germany and France.
“There is an urgent need for
the government to intervene in
the matter. Within a month, this
is the third heritage item from
Chandigarh on auction. Besides,
six similar auctions have taken
place in the past four months. We
have already made several representations to the Indian and
foreign governments against the
auction of heritage items,” said
Ajay Jagga, a city-based advocate and member of the Heritage
Protection Cell, Chandigarh.

n

A cyclist pedals away in the scorching heat in Sector 16, Chandigarh, on Sunday. At 42.7 degrees, the maximum temperature on
Sunday was four degrees above normal. The weather department has forecast rain up to 10mm on Tuesday and Wednesday, which
will be preceded by gusty winds. The weather will clear up by Thursday.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

Close shave for swimming contractor as
men in SUV fire shots at him in Kurali
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A 26-year-old swimming

n

One of the chairs that will be
put up for sale in Auckland.

pool contractor had a close shave
after some unidentified men in
an SUV shot at him twice in
Kurali, 20km from here, on
Saturday night.
Police said the victim, identified as Parveen Gill, a native of
Jind, Haryana, worked at a
private school in Sector 12,
Panchkula.
In his complaint, Gill told the

police that he was travelling to
Panchkula from Rupnagar in his
Maruti Alto car. When he
reached the flyover near Patiala
Bypass, he noticed a Mahindra
Scorpio following his car. As he
approached the flyover, the
occupants of the SUV fired two
shots at his car, one of which hit
the boot and the other the rear
windshield.
Frightened, he sped away in
his car, but the assailants continued to chase him. Driving
through the Kharar market, he

went to Sector 38, Chandigarh,
and then towards Rampur
Taprian village in Nayagaon,
where a friend of his brother
lived. The accused chased him
till there, before fleeing, he
alleged.
Acting on his complaint,
police at the Kurali station have
booked the unidentified accused
under Sections 307 (attempt to
murder), 427 (mischief causing
damage to the amount of fifty
rupees) and 34 (acting in furtherance of common intention) of the

Indian Penal Code, and Section
25-27-54-59 of the Arms Act.
“We are verifying the occurrence of the crime as well the jurisdiction. A DSP-level officer is
holding an inquiry. We are also
checking the mobile tower locations of the victim to corroborate
his story. The crime may fall
under the Rupnagar jurisdiction, and if so, the FIR will be
transferred to the Rupnagar
SSP’s office,” said Mohali senior
superintendent of police (SSP)
Harcharan Singh Bhullar.
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NewGMCHemergencywing:
Detailedarchitecturalplanready
PROVISION New facility to have five operation theatres, besides one minor OT
Munieshwer A Sagar
n

CHANDIGARH: The 280-bed new

emergency-cum-trauma centre
in the Government Medical College and Hospital, Sector 32
(GMCH-32), will be spread over
1.4 lakh sq ft, as per the architecturalplanprepared bythe Chandigarh department of architecture for the facility in consultationwith thehealthdepartment.
As per the plan, the new facility will have five operation theatres (OT) and one minor OT.
The facility will also have
24-bed state of the art intensive
careunit(ICU), a64-bedward for
stable patients, two isolation
wards having a total capacity of
33 beds and a 47-bed ambulatory
care ward.
Theplanalsoprovidesa space
for patients’ attendants, at two
levels, with capacity for around
400 attendants. Around 87,000 sq
ft will be devoted to the opera-

n

The construction of the new emergency-cum-trauma centre has
HT FILE PHOTO
been pending for 10 years.

tional part, while there will also
be two-level basement of around
55,000 sq ft.
The current emergency facility has been struggling for a long
time to manage the daily rush of
patients.Theconstruction of the
new emergency-cum-trauma
centre has been pending for the
last 10 years. Earlier, there was a
plan to make a separate trauma

centre in Sector 53. However, it
was dropped after it was suggested that a standalone trauma
centre was not possible to run
without other facilities. Thus, a
composite facility comprising
emergency and trauma centre
were finalised.
Currently, thefacilityhas less
than 100 beds, though it was
designed for only 30 beds. Since

S AV I N G G H A G G A R

Panchkula civic body seeks
approval to hire consultant
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Aiming to save the

Ghaggar river from getting polluted further, the Panchkula
municipal corporation (MC) has
now sought approval from the
Haryana government to hire a
consultant to prepare a detailed
project report (DPR) on how to
control the flow of waste water
The MC in a letter to urban
local bodies (ULB), Haryana,
has stated that in the absence of
technical experts, a consultant
should be hired who will prepare a DPR to provide an appropriate sewerage system, including installing of solid treatment
plants (STPs) and water supply
in villages and colonies where
such system does not exist.
The letter stated that there
was also a need to check the
existing water supply in villages
so that it meets the requirement
of self-cleaning velocity for the
sewerage system.
‘PROCESS UNDERWAY’
MC commissioner-cum-admin-

₹60K, GOLD
CHAIN STOLEN
FROM LOCKED
HOUSE IN P’KULA

istrator Rajesh Jogpal said, “We
have written to the ULB to hire
a consultant for the work. The
process of hiring is underway
following which a final decision
will be taken after nod from the
higher authorities. Work will be
started accordingly.”
Last month in a meeting, a
proposal was mooted that the
civic body along with a technical adviser and team of experts
will prepare the report but it did
not work out well.
In January, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) had
issued a showcause notice to the
MC for non-compliance of
instructions to divert waste
water, which was generated by
illegal colonies at 38 points and
flowed into the rivers.
In the notice issued to the
Panchkula MC’s superintendent engineer, it was stated that
no action plan was submitted
by the civic body about strategies to stop the pollution in
the river.
Following this, the civic body
formed a special team to check
the pollutants entering the

water body.
Also, the special task force
team constituted at districtlevel was directed to verify the
points on ground and submit an
action plan.
“We are reviewing several
aspects and the team will prepare an action plan in this
regard after checking all the
points. They will keep tabs on
the untreated water flowing into
the Ghaggar,” said Jogpal.
The NGT had last year
directed the chief secretaries of
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana and Chandigarh to
constitute special task forces
(STFs) to clean the Ghaggar
river.
During the proceedings with
regard to Ghaggar pollution, the
National Green Tribunal executing committee had also
issued guidelines to the officials
to clean the catchment area of
the river.
They were directed to ensure
that the civic bodies passed the
water through the solid treatment plant before it reaches to
the people.

OLD BLOCK TO
BE DEMOLISHED
The new emergency-cumtrauma centre will come up in
BlockAreplacingtheolderemergency unit which will have to be
demolished.
“Aftertheplansareapproved,
the tendering process inviting
bidders for the construction of
the project will start,” said a senior official of the department of
architecture,pleading anonymity.The facility will also have a
space for wheelchairs, stretchers, ambulances, entrance-exit,
waiting area, medical officer/
duty doctor/nurse room, medicinestore,mortuary,laboratory,
X-rayroom,plasterroom,ramps

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: A 40-year-old immi-

gration agent has been booked
for allegedly duping a Ludhiana
man of ₹4.5 lakh on the pretext of
sending him Canada, said police
on Sunday.
According to the officials,
complainant Simranjeet Singh
Dhatt, 30, a resident of Sheikhupura village, in Ludhiana told
the police that last month he
submitted his documents with
the accused identified as Harpreet Singh to process his visa for
Canada.
ACCUSED ASKED HIM
TO MEET IN SECTOR 9
Dhatt alleged that the accused
then asked him to meet at a restaurant in Sector 9, Panchkula,
on May 8 to talk about the process.
“I went there with my brother
Baljot Singh and Harpreet
transferred ₹1,000 from my
mobile phone to an advocate
and asked my brother to go to

B R O K E N T I L E S AT G E E TA C H O W K

LAPTOP STOLEN FROM
CAR IN SECTOR 11
In another case, thieves stole a
laptop worth ₹59,000 from a car
parked outside a house in Sector
11 on Saturday night.
Complainant Uday Batta, who
works as a regional sales manager in a private company, told
the police that he kept his laptop
on the rear seat of car.
He said the car was locked, but
the next morning he found its
door opened and the laptop missing. Police have registered a case
of theft. under the Indian Penal
Code.

Correction
In the report “Air India cancels
morning flight to Delhi...”, the
last date for cancellation schedule was inadvertently mentioned as June 31 instead of June
30. The error is regretted.

n 283 bed emergency cum

trauma centre
n 24-bed ICU
n 64-bed ward for

stable patients
n 47-bed ambulatory emer-

gency treatment ward
n Space for 390

attendants at two levels
n Two isolation wards

having 33 beds

WATERLOGGED AREA: BREEDING GROUND FOR DISEASES
The waterlogged area in the middle of one of the most populated area in Sector 20, Panchkula has become a
breeding ground for mosquitoes. People are unable to go for walks in the evening for the same reason.The authorities have been approached but no action has been taken so far. Hope they are not waiting for out spread of a
major disease.

and lifts, said the official.
During the construction
periodofthenewadhocfacility,a
relatively smaller sized emergencyfacilitywillbecreatednear
thecurrentemergency.“Itwillbe
set up towards the north side,
whilethecurrentfacilityisonthe
east direction,” said the official.
Recently,theGMCH alsotook
over the 100-bed Sector 48 civil
hospital.

Virender Marya, Suncity Parikrama, Sector 20, Panchkula
OFFICIAL’S TAKE
HSVP executive engineer, KS Ahlawat, said, “I have not come across any such
complaint as of now. I will check with the concerned department and the matter
will be taken up on priority. If there is any problem regarding water being
flowing in the field through some sewage or pipeline, it will be repaired at the
earliest.”

high court handing him ₹500 for
stamp papers,” the complainant
said.
Dhatt further alleged that the
accused then took his ATM
card, asking him the pin code
and handed over it to another
person citing that his bank mini
statement is required for transferring funds.
“He then transferred ₹3 lakh
from my bank account and withdrew ₹1.2 lakh through the ATM
card. He also transferred ₹55,000
to another man through my
phone,” Singh told the police.
Investigating official, assistant sub-inspector, Partap Singh
said that the complainant also
alleged that his iPhone and
ATM card was taken by the
accused.
“We are investigating all the
aspects and have booked Harpreet Singh in the matter,” he
added.
A case was registered under
Sections 406 (criminal breach of
trust) and 420 (cheating) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at Sector 5 police station.

CRACK THE WHIP ON PEOPLE
DRIVING WITH HIGH BEAM

GARBAGE COLLECTORS
WORKING ARBITRARILY

The Chandigarh Traffic Police need to get stricter
when it comes to people driving with high beam. The
traffic police also needs to impose a strict ban on LED
headlights on cars. The shops offering such services
should also be shut down.The municipal corporation
should also ensure that city roads are well lit, so there
is no need for high beam driving. It is a matter of
grave concern.

The garbage collectors in Chandigarh are totally
blackmailing the residents of Sector 40. Repeated
complaints on Swachhata App has also failed to yield
any results. When I shared my concern with the MC
officers, I was told that the MC has ‘no control’ over
the garbage collectors. I was given the contact
number of a pardhan garbage collector and asked to
request him and see if I could strike a compromise!

NS Bal, Chandigarh
OFFICIAL’S TAKE
Traffic police PRO: A call can be made on the traffic
helpline number 1073 or 100, and the incident can be
reported for action against the offender.

Pradeep Khanna, Chandigarh
OFFICIAL’S TAKE
MC chief KK Yadav said, a meeting with private
garbage collectors is scheduled next week to sign an
agreement with them and streamline the working.

LET’S SPEAK OUT AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE, TOGETHER
The Hindustan Times My City My Voice campaign offers residents of
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali a platform to highlight and share
cives issue concerning them. Whether it’s bad roads, non-functional
streetlights, ill-maintained parks or poor garbage disposal, HT will act
as the sounding board and will bring you the response of the
authorities concerned. Help us help you.
Send us your write-up/content and high-resolution photos to
myvoice@hindustantimes.com
E C O - F R I E N D LY C H H A T B I R Z O O

Officials to extend waste
mgmt to nearby villages

Industrial Area
sweet shop
gutted, owner
sustains burns
HT Correspondent

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA :Unidentified thieves
struck at a locked house in
Mansa Devi Complex (MDC) and
decamped with cash and valuables, said police on Sunday.
Police said Manoj Kumar, 32,
a native of Jhajjar, Haryana,
who is currently residing in Sector 4, MDC, claimed he had gone
to Gorakhpur with his family on
May 30 for a few days, when the
incident took place.
Kumar said he came back on
Saturday and found the house
ransacked.
Police said upon inspection,
the complainant found ₹60,000
cash stolen from an almirah, a
gold chain, a pair of silver
anklets and 19 taps missing from
bathroom and kitchen.
MDC SHO inspector Vijay
Kumarsaidacasewasregistered
under Sections 380 (theft in
dwelling
house,
etc)
and 457 (lurking house-trespass)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

n Over 1.4 lakh sq ft area

Visa promise: Agent
dupes Ludhiana
man of ₹4.5 lakh

HT Correspondent
n

IN THE PIPELINE

its inception in 1996-97, the
GMCH-32caterstopatientsfrom
Chandigarh, Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and other
states. At any given point, there
are at least 350 patients admitted
in the emergency.

munieshwer.sagar @hindustantimes.com

MYCITYMYVOICE

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A fire broke out

n

The beautified roundabout has been awaiting inauguration since January.

SANT ARORA/HT

Panchkula MC asks contractor
to carry out repair work
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: The Panchkula
municipal corporation (MC) has
pulledupthecontractor,whowas
allotted the work of the eight
roundabouts, after the recently
installed tiles and electric appliances on Geeta Chowk got damaged,raisingdoubtonthequality
of work.
The tiles at the roundabout
have started breaking and are
coming off from many places as
the floor has caved in multiple
spots.The Geeta Chowk on the
crossing of Sectors 5, 6, 7 and 8 —
which is yet to be inaugurated—
was renovated in January at the
cost of ₹86 lakh.
The inauguration of the
roundabout has been stretching
from January, when it was
expected to be inaugurated by
Haryana chief minister (CM)
Manohar Lal Khattar.

OTHER ISSUES
During a check, it was further
foundthatthepaintontheroundabout has started fading away at
many places and the LED lights
that illuminate the fountain also
do not function properly.
Besides,thechambersforsup-

plying electricity at the roundabout have also damaged.
As per information, the civic
body had constructed a small
drainagesystemforflowofwater
from where the electricity wires
also pass. Whenever water overflows, it causes short circuit and
furtherdamagestheLEDbulbsin
the fountain.
‘CONTRACTOR HAS
TO MAINTAIN TILES’
The civic body has also failed to
check the quality of the work
done by the contractor.
Meanwhile, MC commissioner-cum-administrator Rajesh
Jogpal said, “If the tiles have
started breaking and coming off,
the contractorwillhave tomaintain them. The matter has been
takenupwiththecontractorand
hehasbeenaskedtocarryoutthe
repair work and replace the broken tiles.”
“For electricity related problem, the electrical wing of the
department has been asked to
take up the matter with the contractorandresolvethe technical
snags,” he said.
Jogpal said that the roundabout was almost finalised for
inauguration but later the plans
were changed with regards to

installation of two other idols.
“A single idol was making the
roundabout look empty from
both sides and it was decided to
installtwomoreidols.Theplanis
being finalised and the roundabout will be formally inaugurated soon,” Jogpal said.
THE MATTER
It was in July last year when the
MChadallottedtheworkatacost
of ₹2.84 crore to M/s Sakumbari
Engineering Works, which was
paid₹1.93croreinthefirstphase.
Thepaymentinthesecondphase
to the tune of ₹83 lakh, however,
was stopped by MC commissioner Rajesh Jogpal after discrepancies in the work came to
his notice.
An inquiry committee was set
up by the state government to
probetheallegedirregularitiesin
the beautification work of
eight roundabouts in the city in
January.
The committee concluded
their inquiry and submitted a
finalreporttotheHaryanaurban
localbodies(ULB)ministerKavita Jain. There have been allegations against the contractor
abouttheembezzlementoffunds
tothetuneof₹60lakhinhorticulture and electric works.

at Aggarwal Sweets while the
owner was changing a leaking
gas pipe at Industrial Area,
Phase 1, Ram Darbar on Sunday.
The shop owner has been
identified as Amit.
The victim sustained burn
injuries on his face and arm
in the incident, said a police
official.
The victim was working
when he noticed the leak in the
gas pipe connecting with the cylinder, said police.
Following the incident, Amit
was rushed to Government
Medical College and Hospital
(GMCH-32) for treatment in an
auto rickshaw by the shop
workers.
Fire officials were called to
the spot but the fire was already
doused by the shop employees.

n

The authorities have constructed four composting pits in the zoo where employees collect waste from
HT PHOTO
five sources and put in them.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Withitsgreenwastemanagementplan,MahendraChaudharyZoologicalPark,alsoknown
as ChhatbirZoo,aims tobeagarbage-free zoo and extend the
wastemanagementtonearbyvillages as well.
Now, the authorities are planning to involve villages to make
them garbage free and ecofriendly,sothattheentireecosystem around the zoo remains
clean.
UnderitsSwachhZoomission,
the officials are collecting and
segregating solid and liquid

waste. Zoo field director M
Sudhagar said, “Five employees
of the zoo have undergone a special training held by Muktsar
deputy commissioner.”
To make the zoo garbage-free,
the zoo authorities have also
identified five sources including
animal waste and animal house
cleaning waste, bird feed waste
and droppings, canteen waste,
dry leaves waste and waste generated by visitors. The officials
have chalked out a methodology
tocollect,segregateandcompost
the waste.
The authorities have constructed four composting pits in
the zoo where daily specially-

trainedemployeesonafive-hour
basiscollectwastefromfivesources and put them in composting
pits.
“We are hopeful to make it a
garbage-freezoo. Chhatbir is the
first zoo in India to take this concept of solid and liquid resource
management mechanism under
Swachh Zoo mission,” said
Sudhagar.
Undertheproject,zooauthorities had started managing the
solid waste of elephants and hippostoconvertitintomanureona
pilot basis. That was extended to
managing dead leaves litter to
process and produce organic
manure.

Storm effect: Prices of vine vegetables up
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Strong winds blow-

ing in and around the city over
the past one week has led to a rise
in the prices of vegetables growing on vines.
The prices are expected to
remain up for a couple of weeks
till the weather conditions turn
favourable.
Punjab mandi board officials
said the squall in the previous
week had a double negative
effect on farmers.
“Not only did it uproot the
bales of vegetables such as bottlegourd, it also damaged electricity poles due to which villages around Chandigarh
remained without electricity for
a long time. This affected the
water supply to the vegetables.”
Officials said that it would
take up to two weeks of calm

Vegetable basket
A comparison of prices at the apni mandi in Sector 34.
The rates of onion and potato stayed stable at ₹20
and ₹15, respectively.
Item
Bittergourd
Cucumber
Bottle gourd
Green chilli
Coriander
Peas
Tomato
Capsicum
Round gourd
Green mustard
Ladyfinger

June 2
₹30
₹15
₹20
₹60
₹60
₹80
₹25
₹20
₹30
₹25
₹40

weather for the prices to go
down.
“Light rainfall is okay, but

June 9
₹25
₹20
₹25
₹50
₹70
₹70
₹30
₹30
₹50
₹40
₹25
*All prices are per kg
strong winds can cause damage
to vegetables.” Officials also
added that the demand for musk-

PRICES OF LADYFINGER,
PEAS AND GREEN
CHILLI GO DOWN;
BITTERGOURD, WHICH
WAS DAMAGED IN THE
STORM, ALSO REMAINED
CHEAP BECAUSE
OF AMPLE SUPPLY
melon and watermelon has risen
in the city. While price of muskmelon remained unchanged at
₹10 per kg, the price of watermelon has come down from ₹15
per kg to ₹10 per kg in the past
week.
The prices of ladyfinger, peas
and green chilli went down. Bittergourd, which was damaged
during the storms, also
remained cheap because of
ample supply in the market.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

tricity

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
M ON DAY, J U N E 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

W A T E R

03

W O E S

24x7supplytocostresidentsmore
IN TWO YEARS Round-the-clock operations will increase expenses, hence it won’t be possible to supply water at existing rates
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The 24x7 water sup-

ply project will weigh heavy on
residents’pockets asthemunicipal corporation (MC) will
increasesupplychargesoncethe
project is executed within two
years.
A senior MC official, who
wished not to be quoted, said,
“Once the supply is round-theclock,MC’soperationalexpenses
will increase and it will not be
possible to supply water at existing rates.”
MC is incurring ₹160 crore on
city’swatersupplyagainstcollectionchargesof₹78crorefromthe
1.57lakhwaterconnectionsofdifferent categories including residential, industrial, commercial,
semi-commerical, institutional,
amongothers.Therecentmerger
of 13 villages with the MC is also
going to jack up the costs for the
civic body. The existing water
charges for residential connections are ₹2 per kilolitre (kl) to ₹8
per kl. One kl has 1,000 litres.
IN THE HUSTLE
FOR FUNDS
TheChandigarhSmartCityLimited (CSCL), which is executing
the₹550-croreproject,hastoseek
fundsfromFrance’spublicfinancialinstitution, FrenchDevelopment Agency (FDA).
The CSCL is on the final stage
of preparing the detailed project
report (DPR)that will be submittedtotheFDA,likelyinthefirstof
July. “The French agency will
not approve funding till the time
theyareconfidentthattheproject
they are investing in is not runninginlosses. Therefore, wewill
havetorecommendhigherwater
chargesatleasttorunMC’swater
supply facility at no loss no
profit,” said an official of the
CSCL dealing with the matter.
TheDPRwillbetabledinMC’s
general House meeting in Julyend too.
PLANS TO HIKE RATES
FAILED EARLIER
The water tariff in Chandigarh
has not been revised since 2011.
New water bylaws were introduced in 2016, but without any
change in rates.
TheagendatohikewaterchargeswastabledinHousemeetings

SUGGESTIONS
SOUGHT

CRISIS: 400
COMPLAINTS
IN THREE DAYS

A public meeting was held in
Sector 37 to discuss the
environmental and social
impact of 24x7 water supply
in Chandigarh.

The Chandigarh MC
has received over 400
complaints of water
shortage in the past
three days, majority of
which came from villages and colonies. Mayor
Rajesh Kalia along with
the engineering team
had visited several villages to take stock of
water shortage on Friday. The engineering
department, it is learnt,
is already preparing the
estimates on overall
upgrade of civic infrastructure in villages
that will be submitted to
the UT for funding. HTC

During the meeting, project
consultants informed the
residents that temporary
digging of lines, generation of
dust and noise, apart from
disruption of existing water
supply is likely to occur during
the implementation of the
project.
On this, people suggested
that the authorities must
ensure adequate supply
through tankers once disruption begins, besides a proper
check on water wastage in
the new system, and usage of
recycled water for greenery in
order to save potable water.
The residents also said that
the old pipeline should be
changed as per requirement.

thrice in the past five years but
was turned down each time.
Last year, MC had proposed
95%hike,fixing₹3.90perkilolitre
(kl) to ₹15.58 per kl against the
existingratesforresidentialconnections.
FormermayorArunSoodsaid
the House had unanimously
resolved that hike will not be
approved tillthe executionofthe
24x7 supply project. While Sood
said residents will not mind payinghigherchargesforthefacility,
he added that the hike should be
based on consumption and poor
people must be given relaxation.
SEWERAGE CHARGES
TO RISE TOO
Whilehikeinwaterchargesmay
taketime,theUTadministration
is set to notify 30% sewerage charges on total water consumptionbill. Atpresent,sewerage charges are collected on per
toilet seat basis, which ranges
from ₹10 to ₹20.
The MC House gave nod to the
proposal in June last year, and
sincethenitwaspendingwiththe
administration for notification,
which is expected soon. Once
notified, it may increase water
bills by 10-15%.

n

Residents waiting in a queue to get potable water from a tank at Kishangarh village in Chandigarh on
SANT ARORA/HT
Sunday.

tricitytoday
JUNE 10, 2019

NEW PCA STADIUM DEBUT

P’kula supply to stay hit till July-end
Yuvraj Kaushal
n

RESIDENTS SUFFER AS
HSVP, NHAI PASS THE
BUCK OVER REPAIR OF
PIPELINE FOR SUPPLY
FROM KAUSHALYA DAM

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

PANCHKULA: Water woes will con-

tinue in Panchkula as the repair
ofthesupplypipelinefromKaushalya Dam will take two more
months.
Residentshavebeenfacinglow
water pressure for the past one
month, with water not even
reaching the first floors of the
houses. Theworst affected areas
are Sectors 2, 4, 6, and 20 to 28,
which include the Panchkula
extension sectors.
With potable water not reaching the upper floors, residents
have to rely on tanks installed in
their houses by refilling them
with the help of motors. Several
villages including Saketri,
BhainsaTibba,KharakMangoli,
besidesMansaDeviComplex,are
facing acute water shortage.
Ashok Kumar, a resident of
Sector 21, complained, “Every
year, we hear tall claims that
there will be no water shortage
duringsummer,buttapsgodryin
severe heat.”
HarishSaini,aresidentofSector25,said,“Theauthoritiesonly
wake up in summer. Otherwise,

n

The worst-affected areas are Sectors 2, 4, 6, and 20 to 28, besides
Saketri, Bhainsa Tibba and Kharak Mangoli villages. SANT ARORA/HT

they don’t bother about
water scarcity in the city.”
Residents had complained to
the Haryana Shahri Vikas Pradhikaran(HSVP),followingwhich
Panchkuladeputycommissioner
had visited the dam and told the
department officials to expedite
the project. HSVP officials said
the supply will be restored by
July-end.
WALL OF ISSUES
Panchkula has been getting
water supply from the dam for

eight to nine months every year.
However,inSeptemberlastyear,
due to release of water from the
dam, the 250-metre stretch of the
Kalka-Shimla highway near
Amravati Enclave had caved in,
damaging the pipeline.
Following this, the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) had started the repair
work along with construction of
a reinforced concrete retaining
wall.
The HSVP has been awaiting
completion of the wall to lay the

pipeline, but the NHAI said the
wall construction has nothing to
do with the HSVP.
HSVP sub-divisional officer
(SDO) Ajay Bansal said, “The
department has no other option
thantolaythepipelinefromover
the retaining wall after it is constructedby theNHAI. Ameeting
was held with the irrigation
departmentrecently,inwhichwe
submitted that the work for the
pipeline can only be carried out
after work on retaining wall is
finished,” he added.
However, NHAI regional officer, Vishal Gautam said, “There
is no link of the HSVP with the
retaining wall. The pipeline can
belaidthroughavacantplacetoo.
If they want to lay the pipeline
overtheretainingwall,theyneed
to seek permission from the
NHAI, whichtheyhave not done
till now.”

TRICITYTHISWEEK

Chandigarh Punjab Cricket Association (PCA)’s new
stadium in Mullanpur is all set to make its debut by
hosting Mohali-Bathinda U-19 match. The match is
the opening fixture of the Punjab State U-19 One-Day
limited overs tournament for DP Azad Trophy. The
first round will see Amritsar taking on Ludhiana, while
Jalandhar will lock horns with Ropar. Chandigarh will
face Patiala at Dhruv Pandove Stadium.

Where:
New PCA
stadium,
Mullanpur
When:
9am

ROAD SAFETY SUMMER CAMP
The Chandigarh traffic police will organise the third road safety summer
camp wherein students of Classes 7 to 12 will participate in road safety
awareness activities. Students will be given certificates on the conclusion of the camp.
Where: Children Traffic Park, Sector 23, Chandigarh When: 10am

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector
43, 45D, Dadumajra
MOHALI: Phase 5,
Sector 67

Dadumajra
Chandigarh

Phase 5

Sector 43
Sector 45D

Mohali

PANCHKULA: Mansa
Devi Complex

Mansa Devi
Complex

Sector 67

Panchkula

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com

EVENTS TO WATCH OUT FOR
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Welcome Zindagi (from left);
Kuch Meetha Ho Jaaye and
Chinta Chod Chintamani.

Fri

Sat

Dancers in action.
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JUNE 11
HARYANA CULTURAL
PROGRAMME
Chandigarh Sangeet Natak Akademi in collaboration with Haryana
Kala Parishad is organising Daaman Ki Phatkar, the mirror of Haryana culture. It will feature folk
dance, folk singing, comedy skit
and Haryanvi orchestra. Mere
Yaar Sudama, directed by Ravi
Shankar Sharma, will be presented by Saraswati Kala Manch.
When: 6.30 pm.
Where: Tagore Theatre

Pracheen Kala Kendra is holding
kuchipudi dance performance by
danseuse Veena Mani of Delhi as
part of its monthly baithak programme.
When: 6 pm. Where: ML Koser
Auditorium

The UT administration and Chandigarh Smart City Ltd with the collective ACT! Chandigarh have
invited from the public ideas on
mobility, neighbourhood, economy
and community. The last entry date
is June 12. The first prize is Rs
40,000 and runners up will win Rs
20,000. Ideas now should be submitted for sectors 22 and 35. Email heritage.chandigarh@gmail.com;
act.chandigarh@gmail.com

n

Improving Chandigarh.

PHD PROGRAMME AT PEC
Online registration for the PhD programme at Punjab Engineering
College will start. The admissions
to PhD programme are made on the
basis of interview or writtten test
(GATE/NET syllabus) or both as
determined by the PhD Admission
Committee for more details, check
www.pec.ac.in.

Clear
Sky

Thunder Thunder
-storm -storm

Sun
JUNE 15
ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS DAY

JUNE 12
IDEAS WANTED

MONTHLY BAITHAK

Understanding research methodology.

42°c

30

JUNE 10
SOCIAL SCIENCES
RESEARCH SUPPORT

n

41°c
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n
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40

A Three-day Chandigarh Theatre Festival
begins on Thursday. The plays to be
staged are :
Day 1: Hindi play Welcome Zindagi
starring Sudhir Pandey.
Day 2: Kuch Meetha Ho Jaaye:
Director Rama Kumar brings together
Sudha Chandran and Ridhima Rakesh
Bedi with veterans and youngsters in DS
Pahwa’s emotional roller coaster ride.
Day 3: Chinta Chod Chintamani: A family
drama, it’s the story of a father who feels his children are heading towards ruination.
When: 6.30 pm (all days)
Where: Tagore Theatre.

A 10-day research methodology
programme in social sciences sponsored by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research starts on
Monday. Candidates enrolled for
MPhil/PhD/PDF in a UGC recognised institution in any of the social
science disciplines are eligible to
apply. About 30 candidates will be
selected with travel paid for outstation participants according to
ICSSR rules. Before applying for
the course, candidates are advised
to consult the tentative schedule of
the lectures in the course. Where:
Centre for Research in Rural
and Industrial Development
(CRRID), Sector 19-A, Chd.

43°c

n

Donate blood.

GETTY IMAGES

JUNE 14
BLOOD DONOR DAY
Thalassaemic Children Welfare
Association, Government Medical
College and Hospital, Sector 32 and
the Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research will
hold a blood donation camp. It will
be inaugurated by Dr BS Chavan,
director principal, GMCH-32. The
camp is organised to observe Blood
Donor Day. Established in 2004, the
day is for awareness of the need for
safe blood, and to thank blood
donors. When: 10:30am. Where:
Blood Bank, GMCH-32.

World Elder Abuse Day is observed
internationally as per a UN resolution.With a growing global population of elderly people, and as longevity increases, abuse of the elderly is an increasing and serious
problem that affects health and
human rights and can cause death.
So it is vital to raise awareness of it
and thus prevent it. Elderly people
are particularly vulnerable to
abuse and are most of the time unable to defend themselves and get
help as fear and infirmity can be
major barriers to seeking and getting help, and sometimes spotting
and challenging abuse in the elderly isn’t easy. Some are isolated
having outlived family and friends,
and some are abused in institutions.

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Pracheen Kala Kendra is organising a special programme of classical music where sitar exponent
Reshma Shrivastava will perform.
Madhuresh Bhatt will play tabla.
When: 6 pm. Where: ML Koser
Auditorium.

n

Protect the elderly.

GETTY IMAGES

n

Lothal is one of the most prominent cities of the
ancient Indus valley civilisation.
GETTY IMAGES

JUNE 16
A PEEK INTO
HARAPPAN CULTURE
India Heritage walks is organising
a guided tour of Chandigarh Government Museum, which will be
led by art history scholar Jyoti J
Khemka. The walk will explore
sculptures which were a key indicator of the cultural achievements
of the Harappan civilisation, and
became an important influence on
the development of Mauryan and
Gandhara art in the Indian subcontinent .The tour is free.
When: 10:30 am onwards
Where: Chandigarh Government Museum, Sector 10,
Chandigarh.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

education/ tricity

hindustantimes

H INDUSTA N TIMES, C H A N D I G AR H
M O N DAY, J UN E 1 0 , 2 0 1 9

Completed before April,
PEC plans to be centrally
government schools
funded, wants to retain name two
still await inauguration

SUMMER
INTERNSHIP

WORK FOR
INDIAN ROAD
SAFETY
CAMPAIGN IN UT

PROPOSAL NEAR COMPLETION Will be submitted after finalisation in July
Arshdeep Arshi
n

Srishti Jaswal

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

n

7 SCHOOLS APPROVED LAST YEAR

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:Punjab Engineering

CHANDIGARH :Government Model

College (PEC), Sector 12, is planning to be a centrally-funded
technical institute (CFTI). The
proposal is near completion and
will be discussed in the meeting of
its board of governors (BoG) in
July.
Earlier, it was proposed that
PEC be given the status of an
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) but it was turned down on
the grounds that Indian Institute
of technology, Ropar, is close by.
PEC director Dheeraj Sanghi
said the proposal is being finalised. “For becoming a CFTI, PEC
will need an approval from the
Parliament. It will be an institute
like the National Institutes of
Technology (NITs). However, we
wish to retain the name ‘Punjab
Engineering College’ as it has a
history related to it. We will
request the governor to make a
case for this.”
After discussion in the BoG
meeting in July, the proposal will
be submitted to the UT administration.

High School, Sector 12
(PGIMER), and Government
Model High School, Maloya,
await inauguration over two
months after their completion.
The construction of both the
schools was completed before
April 2019.
Education secretary BL
Sharma said: “We shall seek
time from the governor. The
department will move the file
next week.”
As per the documents submitted for the project approval
board meeting in May, the construction of both the schools is
complete and schools were supposed to be made functional
from April 1, 2019.
In the case of GMHS
(PGIMER), students are to be
shifted from the old building in
PGI Sarai’s premises but GMHS
Maloya cannot be started till the
time the population occupies
the constructed flats.
The education secretary said
the code of conduct imposed due
to 2019 Lok Sabha polls is one of
the major causes of delay in
inauguration of the schools.
On starting the classes, he
said, “It depends on the shifting
of population. The department
does not have any problem in
starting the classes but people
must start living in the newlybuilt flats and colony.”
Government Model High
School, Maloya, has capacity of
admitting 1500-1600 students

CFTI BENEFITS
If PEC becomes a CFTI, the benefits will include the enhancement
of funds, autonomy to the institute and recognition at the
national level. At present, the
budget of PEC is nearly half as
that of the NITs. The change will
help PEC have more infrastructure, faculty and fulfil various
other needs.
Students of the institute say

Author Manjeet
Singh Bal releases
his 12th book

n

Punjab Engineering College will have autonomy after becoming centrally-funded.

STATUS OF AN IIT WAS
PROPOSED EARLIER BUT
WAS TURNED DOWN
ON THE GROUNDS THAT
IIT ROPAR IS CLOSE BY
that hostels at present are inadequate. Though work is under
progress in this regard but more
work needs to be done in the field.
There is a ban on recruitment
at PEC, which many believe is
impacting the institute badly.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Author Manjeet
Singh Bal released his book
Kudrat di Qayanat during an
event organised by Punjabi
Lekhak Sabha, Chandigarh, and
Punjabi Sahitya Akademi at
Punjab Kala Bhawan, Sector 16,
on Sunday. Eminent littérateurs
Prem Gorkhi and Labh Singh
Kheewa were chief guests on the
occasion. Bal, who has previously authored 11 books and
made two documentaries, said
he has been able to write 12 books
due to his travels.
Gorkhi while talking about
the book said, “This book makes
us one with the whole qayanat
(cosmos). It also makes us wish
to read more of Bal’s writings.”
Professor Subhash Sharma, who
was the special guest on the occasion, said the book is a package of
all genres. The event also
included a discussion on a play
‘Chal Amritsar London Challiye’
staged on June 1 and 2.

›

The book makes us
feel one with qayanat
and inspires us to read
more of Bal’s writings.
PREM GORKHI, Punjabi writer

Event management
workshop at MCM
DAV culminates
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :An eight-day work-

shop on event management concluded at MCM DAV College for
Women on Sunday.
The aim of the workshop was
to help the students develop
skills for a career in event management. Studio 69 director
Bhanu Ahuja and Excelsior
Public Relations director Maninder Sethi were the keynote
speakers.
Participants were awarded
certificates. Principal Nisha
Bhargava lauded the efforts of
the speakers in making the
workshop a success.

78 RANK IN NIRF
PEC ranked 78 in overall rankings of the National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF)

HT FILE PHOTO

released by the Union ministry of
human resource and development (MHRD) under engineering
category this year.
A research scholar, on the condition of anonymity, said, “The
level of research has gone down
in the institute. Even the requirement of publishing research
papers for doctoral research is
different at NITs, IITs and PEC. It
is on the level of research that the
rankings are awarded to different
institutes. The status change will
surely help in betterment in this
regard too.”

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Weeks after at least 20

students died in the Surat
coaching centre fire tragedy,
the Samrala fire brigade officers
conducted a surprise check in
coaching centres, especially
IELTS centers in the town on
Saturday.
The fire officers discovered
that the coaching centres in the
town have been running without obtaining no-objection
certificates (NOC) from the

SCHOOL

STATUS
Completed

2016-2017

GMHS – 48, GMHS – 49, GMHS Pocket
No 1 and GMMS MHC- Manimajra

Completed

2017-2018

Raipur Kalan, Industrial Area Phase 3,
Mauli Jagran, Maloya Pocket no 1,
Maloya Pocket no 2, PGIMER and
Manimajra Housing Complex

Approval for
construction
of 7 schools

2018-2019 GMHS 12 (PGIMER) and GMHS Maloya

Completed

2018-2019 Maloya, Raipur Kalan and Mauli Jagran

In progress

n

Students are to be shifted from the old building on PGI Sarai
campus to Government Model High School, Sector 12. HT PHOTO

while Government Model
High School (PGIMER) can
accommodate around 800-1000
students.
Chandigarh housing Board
chief engineer Rajiv Singla said,
“4,960 flats have been built, 2,390
have been allotted while 55 are
to be allotted in the coming
week. However, the physical

possession of the flats will begin
after June 15.”
Singla said, “When we had
constructed the flats in Dhanas,
the education department
began the school in middle of the
session as soon as transfer process was complete. Perhaps, this
time also they might do the
same.”

1,706 aspirants appear for chemistry, remains top choice
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : As many as 12,908

students appeared for the Common Entrance Test (CET) conducted by Panjab University, for
admission to postgraduation
courses available on the campus
and at affiliated colleges, on June
8 and June 9.
Controller of examination
Parvinder Singh said maximum
number of students appeared for
the science courses and the pattern has been same for years.
Chemistry remains favourite
subject as 1,706 aspirants
appeared for 675 seats (four more
for NRIs) in MSc chemistry and
chemistry honours. Chemistry
department at Panjab University

COURSES IN PHYSICS
SECOND TOP-MOST
CHOICE AS 1,146 SIT
FOR THEM; ADMISSION
FORMS WILL BE
AVAILABLE IN JULY
offers only MSc chemistry honours, which has 15 seats and two
seats for NRI students. Physics
was the second topmost choice as
1,146 students appeared for 730
seats. There are 660 seats in MSc
physics, 20 seats in MSc physics
and electronics honours, 10 in
medical physics and 40 in MSc
physics honours, available only
at university campus.
For zoology and zoology hon-

ours, 1,115 candidates appeared
for 296 seats, of which 14 (two
more for NRIs) are of MSc zoology
honours at Panjab University.
For 265 seats, including 25 in
MSc botany honours, 1,001 candidates appeared. As many as 811
appeared for MSc mathematics
and MSc mathematics honours
while 731 appeared for LLM.
For MSc forensic science and
criminology course, 385 candidates appeared for 20 seats.
In humanities, 695 appeared
for MA English, 188 for MA history, 118 for MP Ed, and 106 for
masters in disaster management.
The results will be declared for
different courses from June 29 to
July 1. Admission forms will be
available online from first week
of July.

Seats available in science courses
COURSE

12,908 students
take test

SEATS

MSc chemsitry

Results will be declared
from June 29 to July 1

675

MSc chemistry honours

15

MSc physics

660

MSc physics and electronics honours

20

MSc medical physics

10

MSc physics honours

40

MSc zoology

280

MSc zoology honours

14

MSc botany

240

MSc botany honours

25

MSc forensic science and criminology

20

Chemistry
Physics
Zoology
Botany
Mathematics
LLM
Forensic science
MA English
MA history
MP Ed
Others

1,706
1,146
1,115
1,001
811
731
385
695
188
118
5,012

HY Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Indian Road
Safety Campaign (IRSC), in association with the Union ministry of
road transport and highway,
department of science and technology and ministry of housing
and urban affairs, is offering a
two-month internship to undergraduate (UG) students from
across the country on road safety
infrastructure.
IRSC is an initiative led by the
students of Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi. They
came up with the campaign in
2017 after the death of few IIT students in road accidents. It is currently active in over 50 cities with
1,700 volunteers.
The campaign aims at
reducing the number of fatalities
in road accidents to half
by 2020.
Their website mentions that 17
deaths occur due to road accidents every hour in India.
The interns will work with
local administration under the
guidance of prominent experts
from the Indian Institutes of
Technology, National Institutes
of Technology and School of Planning and Architecture (SPA) to
solve major road safety issues
and road accidents.
Students will be given
freedom to choose the work location and take up a problem to
work on which they feel needs
immediate attention.

OPPORTUNITIES
They will get an opportunity to
present their work to international experts and ministries,
apart from getting certificate and
a stipend of ₹5,000 at the end of the
internship.
The outstanding performers
will also receive letters of recommendation.
There will also be a chance to
win prizes up to ₹3 lakh.
The interested students can
visit http://ww2.road-safety.
co.in/domains/policy/ for more
information.
The
last
date to apply for the internship is
June 10.

STUDENTS TO GET
CERTIFICATE, STIPEND
OF ₹5,000 AT THE END
OF THE INTERNSHIP;
OUTSTANDING
PERFORMERS WILL ALSO
RECEIVE LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION

Students capture City Beautiful’s
green heritage to raise awareness

64 units collected at blood
donation camp in hospital

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com
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CHANDIGARH : Chandigarh Lalit

RUPNAGAR: Sixty-four units of

Kala Akademi and Chandigarh
Tree Lovers organised a painting competition for tricity students to mark the World
Environment Day at the Open
Hand Art Studio in Le Corbusier
Centre, Sector 19, here on Sunday.
While some chose to juxtapose trees of different seasons
on the canvas as per the theme
of the competition, Trees of
Chandigarh: Play of Seasons,
others chose to raise awareness
on saving trees and importance
on nature with their paintings.
A student at Government College of Art, Sukhpreet Kaur,
believes the end of spring and
beginning of autumn make up
for an amazing site. “I used
green for spring and yellow for
autumn. The combination of
dried trees and full-grown luscious trees is the best,” she says.
The common trend of bringing together four seasons in one
space was finely captured by
Krishan Kumar of Government
Model School, Sector 32, as he
drew branches emerging from a
tree into different seasons,
divided by different colours.
Through his eyes, one could see
how a female figure in the centre

blood were donated during a
blood donation camp held at Parmar Hospital on Sunday.
The doctors and staff of the
hospital and Gharr club members donated blood. A civil surgeon, Dr HN Sharma, inaugurated the camp.
While speaking on the occasion, Sharma said he will wholeheartedly support the cause in
the future as well. Parmar Hospital director Dr RS Parmar said
the hospital has been organising
such camps for the last five years.
The blood bank team from
Ropar Civil Hospital led by Dr
Bhavleen Kaur thanked the volunteers for their support. Indian
Medical Association (Rupnagar)
president Dr Ajay Jindal, Rotary
club president JK Bhatia, rotarians Usha Bhatia and Vivek Chanana , and Gharr club president
Sukhwinder Singh Gill were also
present.

n

Students during a painting competition at the Le Corbusier Centre, Sector 19, on Sunday.

of the sheet holding out the
branches like the Statue of Liberty holding a torch, depicted
mother nature.
Some students, like Jashandeep Kaur and Sahil Singh of
Government College of Art,
chose to go with live sceneries.
Jashan painted a cafeteria surrounded by trees in monotone,
while Sahil found inspiration

replicating a front entrance of
the Le Corbusier Centre.
Founder of Chandigarh Tree
Lovers Harjit Singh, who is
retired from the horticulture
department, is one force behind
conserving trees in the city.
Singh, who has identified more
than 200 species of trees in the
city, says the competition was a
part of a campaign to raise

KARUN SHARMA.HT

awareness among youngsters
about the natural heritage of
city.
He said, “As part of the campaign, I have submitted the scientific as well as common
names of the identified trees to
the municipal corporation, and
asked for labelling them on the
trees for raising awareness
among residents.”

Samrala coaching centres lack fire safety arrangements
HT Correspondent

YEAR

2015-2016 GMHS Dhanas 1 and 2, GMHS 45C and
GMHS Pocket No 8 Manimajra

PU COMMON ENTRANCE TEST

HT Correspondent
n

Currently, it has 140 regular
teachers and around 20 guest faculty but requires at least 275
teachers to improve the studentteacher ratio, which is presently
one teacher for 20 students. At the
NITs, the student-teacher ratio is
1:12 and in the IITs, it is 1:10. The
change of status to CFTI will give
PEC the autonomy to appoint the
required teachers.

Construction of four schools is underway

FIRE OFFICERS SAY THE
TEAM HAS CHECKED
10 SUCH COACHING
CENTRES, AND EVEN
ONE OF THEM DOES NOT
HAVE FIRE FIGHTING
ARRANGEMENTS
fire brigade.
Fire officers said that the
coaching centres don’t even
have a fire extinguisher. Fire
officer Harkirat Singh said that

the team has checked 10 such
coaching centres and no one has
fire fighting arrangements were
found anywhere.
“In case of an incident similar
to Surat, there is likely to be a
huge loss of life.
Interestingly, such centres
have been running in the town
for the past ten years and no one
has ever checked if the centres
have completed all formalities.
The fire officials said they
have issued notices to all centres and asked them to install
fire fighting system and con-

struct a proper emergency exit
system to avoid any tragedy.
The fire brigade will conduct
another check at the centres
after some time to check if they
have paid heed to their instructions.
The department will also take
appropriate action against the
centres running without proper
safety arrangements. The
centres have been asked to
apply NOC from the department
also.
Samrala residents, Raman
Wadhera and Amanjit Gangu,

asked why fire brigade officers
did not raid the centres.
They also said that the fire
brigade does not have a hydraulic ladder to reach the third floor
of any building, while most of
the centres are being run on
third or fourth floors of commercial buildings.
Another local resident,
Mukesh Anand, said that fire
brigade is not properly
equipped. “The government
should equip fire fighters for
tackling any situation,” he
added.

BLOOD DONATION CAMP
MARKS MAHARISHI
KASHYAP JAYANTI
CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Kashyap Rajput Sabha organised a blood donation camp to
celebrate Maharishi Kashyap
Jayanti at a dharamshala in Sector 37C, Chandigarh, on Sunday.
PGIMER Employees’ Union
president Ashwani Kumar Munjal, a 143rd-time blood donor,
was the chief guest, and a Chandigarh Police assistant sub-inspector (ASI) Rakesh Rasella, a
136th-time donor, was also
present here. Sabha members’
children who had scored well in
their annual examinations were
also honoured at the camp.

BLOOD BANK TEAM
FROM ROPAR CIVIL
HOSPITAL LED BY
Dr BHAVLEEN KAUR
THANKED VOLUNTEERS

100-TIME BLOOD DONOR
PAYS TRIBUTE TO MENTOR

n

Colonel RD Singh (retd) presenting memoirs to Saroop
HT PHOTO
Krishen at her residence in Chandigarh.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Colonel RD

Singh (retd) has been
donating blood and organising blood donation
camps since 1971.
He thanked his mentor
Padma Shree Kanta Saroop
Krishen, wife of Haryana’s
first chief secretary Saroop
Krishen, who motivated
him when he was in the
DAV College, Chandigarh,
to join the blood donation
movement.

Ever since, he has been a
part of the Blood Bank
Society of Chandigarh, and
has donated blood 102
times. Colonel RD Singh
paid a heart touching tribute to Saroop Krishen, 90,
by presenting her with his
memoir titled Journey of a
voluntary blood donor
from 1971 to 2019.
Krishen, who helped
in making Chandigarh
self sufficient in blood
bank, thanked Colonel
and his family for the
gesture.
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Residents decry damaged
roads in Sectors 39, 40

RESIDENTS’
GROUP HOLDS
MEETING ON
HOUSING ISSUES

DILAPIDATED STRETCH Say roads have not been recarpeted for several years

CHANDIGARH : Voice of Housing

Rajanbir Singh
n

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Residents of Sectors
39 and 40 said the roads in their
area had been crying for
attention for the past several
years.
Speaking on the issue, SK
Khosla, general secretary of
Sector 40-C MIG Houses, said he
had sent a letter to municipal
corporation (MC) chief engineer
on June 5 regarding the
problem.
“We had met with the MC
commissioner in January and
again in March, and he had
assured us of resolution.
But, the roads of the sector
haven’t been recarpeted for
the past six years. We don’t
know whom to turn to now,” he
said.
Khosla added that the roads
in Sector 40-D were the worst,
especially the road behind the
market, which required immediate attention.
As per the data available with
the traffic police, out of 98 fatal
accidents in 2018, five non-fatal
accidents and four fatal accidents took place in the two sectors.
Even this year, one fatal accident has taken place in Sector
39-C to date.
Sector 39-B HIG residents’
welfare association (RWA) president Amardeep Singh said no
recarpeting had been carried
out in the sector for the past five
years.
Another resident of Sector 39,
Ajaib Singh, said “Earlier recarpeting would take place every
year before the monsoon, but
not this time. Rains fill up
potholes and lead to accidents,
especially for two-wheelers.
After the rains start, recarpet-

n

The potholed roads in Sector 40-D, Chandigarh, makes matters worse whenever it rains.

ing work will again be delayed
and it will then be done after
September,” he said.
COUNCILLOR’S TAKE
Area councillor Gurbax Rawat
said she was aware of the
problem and was trying to get
roads repaired. “I have been
raising this issue at House
meetings time and again, but the
MC keeps decrying lack of
funds. Now a new budget has
been passed, so the same excuse
can’t work again.”
Rawat said a private contractor was hired to maintain the
roads five months ago. “The
work couldn’t be started in the

AREA COUNCILLOR SAYS
REPAIR WORK WAS HELD
UP DUE TO THE MODEL
CODE OF CONDUCT, AND
SOME PAYMENT ISSUES
winter, and there were some
hiccups regarding payment and
model code of conduct. The
roads of Sectors 40-D, 40-B, 39-B
and 39-C are in dire need of
repair,” she added.
Officials associated with
the private contractor, Kher
Construction Private Limited,
who wished to remain anony-

Residents march to protest
against carcass incinerator

KARUN SHARMA/HT

mous, said besides delayed
payment, there were issues with
supply of construction material
in the entire region.
“Bitumen has to be sourced
from two refineries — one
of Indian Oil Corporation and
the other of Hindustan Petroleum. However, due to recent
changes in norms, it is hard to
acquire more than a day’s
supply, which is why the work
is being delayed,” an official
said.
He added that they will get
the machines to start the work
from Sector 40-D on Monday,
and were aiming to finish the
work in a week.

Woman kills
husband with
paramour’s help
in Ludhiana
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Societies (VOHS), a group of
Sector 48 to 51 residents, organised a meeting in the Sector 49
park on Sunday to discuss the
issues of housing societies’ residents.
VOHS convener MN Shukla
said the residents have been suffering because of lapses by the
Chandigarh administration.
“Apart from original allotees,
people who buy a stake in housing societies aren’t treated as
full members and don’t get the
general power of attorney
(GPA) as per a ruling by the
Supreme Court in 2011. The new
members do not get the GPA
despite them paying all their
dues,” Shukla said.
A resident and Air Force veteran CR Arora said residents of
housing societies have to pay
more taxes.
“We have to repair and
maintain the roads and parks
within the societies. The government performs these duties
for those living in Chandigarh
Housing Board (CHB) bungalows. But we pay the same property tax, which is not fair,”
HTC
he said.

RESIDENTS SAY WHILE
THEY HAVE TO MAINTAIN
THE ROADS AND PARKS
WITHIN SOCIETIES, THE
GOVT DOES THE SAME
FOR CHB BUNGALOWS

tricity & beyond
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Overflowing sewage
at Zirakpur’s Shiva
Enclave raises a stink
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: For the last 10 days, resi-

dents of Shiva Enclave, Zirakpur, are forced to bear the foul
smell emitting from the overflowing sewage on the road leading to the enclave. Residents,
who also have to bear the stench
will commuting, allege that the
civic authorities are not paying
any heed to their complaints.
Interestingly, the office of
Nachattar Singh, who is a councillor of ward number 24, is also
located on the same road.
RESIDENTS’ WOES
A resident, Gurdeep Singh,
said,“The sewerage is blocked
due to which sewage is overflowing on the roads. We can barely
breathe.”
A shopkeeper, Jasdev Singh,
said, “Along with the foul smell,
the overflowing sewage is also
leading to cracking of the roads
and thus posing a threat to commuters.”
Another resident, Karnail
Singh, said, “The contractor has
only given us the assurance to
clear the blocked sewerage line,
but nothing has been done as
yet.”In response, Zirakpur
Municipal Council executive
officer Girish Verma said he has
received complaints in this
regard and will soon get the
blockage cleared.

n

Sewage water overflowing on a street of Shiva Enclave in Zirakpur
HT PHOTO
on Sunday.

One booked for property fraud in Panchkula
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: An unidentified per-

son was booked for an alleged
fraud related to a property in
Sector 7, after a complaint
lodged by the Haryana Shahari
Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP)
estate officer Ashutosh Rajan
on Sunday.
Police said Rajan had
received a complaint from one
Mannat Rekhi, a resident of
Rajauri Garden, New Delhi.
Rekhi complained that her
father Surjit Singh Rekhi had
died in September 2011, but the
issuing of permission to mort-

THE COMPLAINANT SAID
THE UNIDENTIFIED
PERSON HAD GRANTED
THE PERMISSION TO
MORTGAGE HER
FATHER’S PROPERTY
BY FORGING HIS
SIGNATURES
gage his house was done in
October that year.
SIGNATURES FORGED
She further alleged that the unidentified person had granted

the permission to mortgage
by forging the signatures of
the deceased’s nephew Tejinder
Singh Rekhi and the deceased
in favor of HDFC Limited,
Sector 8, Chandigarh, along
with an affidavit attested by the
notary. The share of the property of the deceased was transferred in the name of his wife
Rani Rekhi on the basis of the
will, jointly with Tejinder.
Also, a no objection certificate (NOC) was submitted
by HDFC Limited on July 10,
2012, which stated that HDFC
Limited has no objection if
HSVP transfers the said
property of the deceased in

the name of his wife, as per
the rules and regulations of
HSVP.
Later in 2013, the co-allotee,
Tejinder had also died and his
share was transferred in the
name of his wife.
On the basis of the complaint,
a case was registered under
Sections 120B (punishment for
criminal conspiracy), 420
(cheating), 467 (forgery of valuable security, will, etc), 468
(forgery for purpose of cheating) and 471 (using as genuine a
forged document or electronic
record) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Sector 5 police
station.

LUDHIANA: A 26-year-old woman

n

Residents taking out a candlelight vigil at Ramleela ground, Dadumajra Colony, in Chandigarh on
Sunday.
ANIL DAYAL/HT
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CHANDIGARH: To protest the set-

ting up of an animal carcass
incinerator at Dadumajra, residents of Sector 38 West and Dadumajra Colony (DMC) gathered
at Ramleela ground, Dadumajra, on Sunday and held a
candle light march till the
plot where the incinerator will
be set up.
Speaking about the matter,
president of the Sector 38 West
resident welfare association
(RWA) Pankaj Gupta said, “We

34-year-old man
arrested with
150gm heroin
LUDHIANA:A 34-year-old man was

arrested with 150 grams of heroin
by a unit of a special task force
(STF) on Saturday evening.
The accused has been identified as Khushwinder Singh, 34, a
resident of Mohalla Bhagwan
Nagar of the Tibba area, who runs
a grocery store. He had concealed
the contraband in his backpack.
The STF unit in-charge inspector Harbans Singh stated that the
accused was arrested during a
special checking near Subhash
Nagar and that he had been
involved in drug peddling for
almost a year. Khushwinder procured heroin from an Amritsarbased smuggler whom we are still
attempting to arrest, he added.
A case under Section 61 (punishment for Contravention in
relation to psychotropic substances) and Section 85 of the NDPS
Act has been registered.
HTC

are already suffering due to the
establishment of the dumping
ground at Dadumajra. Piles of
garbage emit a foul smell and it
is menacing that now, the officials have decided to set up an
animal incinerator here.”
Residents have already convened many protests under the
banner of Dumping Ground
Joint Action Committee (JAC).
While MC commissioner KK
Yadav had said the plant will not
cause any inconvenience to area
residents, JAC president Dyal
Krishan said the plant will come
under red category, which

means it is very dangerous to
the environment.
The nod for the project came
in January. According to MC
officials, on an average, 10 large
and 30 small animals are disposed off in an arbitrary manner in the city daily, leading to
foul smell. At the plant, the dead
animals will be incinerated
using PNG/LPG in a hygienic
and environment-friendly way,
the officials said.
Mayor Rajesh Kalia said he
will visit the plant with a team of
officers and will take a decision
about where to build it.

Ludhiana police book
three for cheating
Sirsa man of ₹7 lakh
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The police have
booked three people for allegedly
duping a resident of Haryana’s
Sirsa of ₹7.7 lakh on the pretext of
securing a government job for
him.
Those booked have been identified as Gursewak Singh, his
brother Kuldeep Singh and
Amandeep Singh of Ganganagar
of Rajasthan.
The Division number 5 police
have registered a case under sections of 420 (cheating) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) of the IPC
following a complaint by victim
Rajesh Kumar, 30.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Malkit Singh, investigating the
case said that the accused and the

THE ACCUSED LURED
THE VICTIM ON THE
PRETEXT OF PROVIDING
HIM A JOB IN
STATE BANK OF INDIA

and her paramour have been
booked for allegedly strangulating her husband to death in Dhanoor village of Machhiwara on
Saturday night.
The accused have been identified as Paramjit Kaur, 26, and her
paramour Gurpreet Singh, 32.
As per information, the
accused allegedly made the victim, Satnam Singh, 32, a labourer,
drink alcohol before murdering
him and later told the neighbours
that he died of excessive drinking.
Joga Singh, the victim’s
brother and the complainant in
the case, said, Satnam and Gurpreet were friends and the latter
used frequent his home. It was
during these visits that Gurpreet
came in contact with Paramjit
and developed an illicit relationship with her. The victim had also
found out about the relationship
and deterred Paramjit from meeting Gurpreet.
Following this, Paramjit and
Gurpreet hatched a conspiracy to
get Satnam out of the way. On
Saturday night, Gurpreet
brought a liquor bottle for Satnam and made him drink in
excessive amounts.
Satnam gradually passed out
following which the accused
strangulated him with a piece of
cloth. After executing the crime,
Gurpreet fled the house while
Paramjit told the neighbours that
he husband had died of excessive
drinking.
The neighbours, however,
noticed strangulation marks on
the victim’s neck and informed
the police. But before the police
arrived, Paramjit also escaped
the spot. Police sent the body for
post-mortem and registered a
case against the duo under Section 302 (murder) of the Indian
Penal Code on the victim’s
brother’s complaint.
Inspector Ramaninderjit
Singh, station house officer of
Machhiwara, said both the
accused are on the run and police
have launched a manhunt for the
two.

victim were working in a same
office in the Feroze Gandhi market.
The ASI said that the accused
lured Rajesh that they could
secure a job for him in the State
Bank of India and managed to get
₹7.7 lakh from.
He said Rajesh made the payment in instalments but, after
getting the money, the accused
escaped to Rajasthan. The police
have launched a manhunt for the
arrest of the accused.
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Hosts Chandigarh in driver’s seat against Ropar
KATOCH SHIELD With five wickets in hand, Chandigarh lead by 263 runs in the first innings
BRIEF SCORES
Match 1: Ropar (1st Innings):
108 all out in 26.5 overs
(Inderpreet Singh 26, Parees
Bhatia 26, Bhagmender Singh
4 for 15, Siddharth Kaul 3 for
13), Chandigarh (1st Innings): 371 for 5 in 64 overs
(Arjit Singh 151, Gourav Puri
110, Talwinder 88 no, Bhagmender Singh 0 no, Simranpal
Singh 2 for 42, Charanjeet
Singh 2 for 35).
Match 2: Jalandhar (1st
Innings): 449 all out in 94.3
overs (Mandeep Singh 116,
Gaurav Chaudhary 114,
Abhishek Gupta 93, Himanshu
Satyawan 19, Mansab Gill 58,
Harpreet Brar 3 for 106,
Barinder Sran 2 for 49, Maninder Singh 2 for 58, Jass Inder
Singh 2 for 74).

n

Chandigarh batsman Arjit Singh plays a shot on Day 1 of the two-day match against Ropar during the Punjab Inter-District Cricket
Tournament for Katoch Shield at the Sector 16 Stadium on Sunday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT
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n
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CHANDIGARH: Led by superb bowl-

ing performances Bhagmender
Singh (4 for 15) and Siddharth
Kaul (3 for 13), Chandigarh
bowled out for Ropar for 108
runs in their first innings on
Day 1 of the two-day played during the ongoing Punjab InterDistrict Cricket Tournament for
Katoch Shield at the Sector 16
Stadium, on Sunday. In reply,
Chandigarh were 371/5 at the
close of day’s play. With five
wickets in hand, Chandigarh
lead by 263 runs.
On winning the toss, captain
Manender Singh opted to bat.
Siddharth Kaul bowled a brilliant opening spell for Chandigarh to bag three early wickets,

putting Ropar on the back foot.
He castled Saravpreet Singh (0),
Nitin Kamboj (2) and Manender
Singh (6) within no time. It was
a perfect start for Chandigarh.
Jagjit Singh also joined the
party and sent Rohien Sangwan
packing for two runs. For
Ropar, Inderpreet Singh (26)
and Parees Bhatia (26) were the
main scorers. Later in the
innings, spinner Bhagmender
Singh bowled well and ran
through the Ropar tail, taking
four wickets. He grabbed wickets of Ravi Kant (10), Parees
Bhatia (26), Charanjeet Rathore
(12) and Simarpal Singh (4).
Bhagmender Singh (4 for 15) and
Siddharth Kaul (3 for 13) bowled
well for Chandigarh. The hosts
gave a solid reply with Arjit
Singh (151), Gourav Puri (110)

and Talwinder (88 no) clobbered
the Ropar bowlers. After openers Manan Vohra (4) and
Shivam Bhambri (1) perished,
two down batsman Arjit Singh
bagged the opportunity and
hammered a brilliant knock of
151 runs off 152 balls. His
innings included 15 boundaries
and three sixes. Gourav Puri
also showed his mettle and
played a knock of 110 runs off 111
deliveries. Talwinder (88 no)
and Bhagmender Singh (0 no)
are at the crease for Chandigarh.
MANDEEP, GAURAV
PROPEL JALANDHAR
MOHALI: Riding high on superb
centuries from Mandeep Singh
(116) and Gaurav Chaudhary
(114), Jalandhar amassed a big

SPORTS ROUNDUP

total of 449 runs in their first
innings on Day 1 of the two-day
match against Mohali being
played at the IS Bindra Punjab
Cricket Association Stadium in
Mohali, on Sunday.
On winning the toss, captain
Abhishek Gupta decided to bat.
Left-arm seamer Barinder
Singh Sran managed to take two
quick wickets early in the
innings, removing Mansab Gill
(58) and Arjun Verma (8). Thereafter, Mandeep Singh (116) and
Gaurav Chaudhary (114) got
together to stitch a useful partnership for Jalandhar.
Abhishek Gupta hammered 93
runs. For Mohali, Harpreet Brar
(3 for 106), Barinder Sran (2 for
49), Maninder Singh (2 for 58)
and Jass Inder Singh (2 for 74)
were the main wicket-takers.

Twin delight for Shourya,
clinches U-14, U-12 tennis titles

MADHAV, SEHAJ
SET UP PATIALA
XI’S TRIUMPH

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

Match 3: Nawanshahr (1st
Innings): 134 all out in 43.5
overs (Jatin Kumar 37, Rishab
Sharma 28, Balwinder Singh
25, Vinay Chouhdray 5 for 29,
Abhishek Sharma 2 for 18),
Amritsar (1st Innings): 418 for 6
in 49 overs (Abhishek Sharma
240, Sharad Lumba 104,
Abhinav Sharma 24, Harpreet
Singh 5 for 103, Balwinder
Singh 1 for 94),

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Shourya Jishtu

clinched boys’ under-14 and
under-12 singles titles in the the
Sunrise open tennis tournament
being held at Chandigarh Club,
Sector 1, on Sunday.
In the U-14 singles final,
Shourya Jishtu defeated Hriday
Panday 6-4, while in the under-12
final, Jishtu beat Daksh Kapoor
6-4.The boys’ under-16 final was
won by Gaurav Kumar who
defeated Kartik Sunil 6-3. Dhriti
Prashar won the girls’ under-14
singles final drubbing Poonam
6-0. Khushleen Kaur won the
girls’ under-16 final defeating
Tamanna 6-4.
RESULTS
Boys-girls’ under-10 semi-finals:
Shrawasti Kundilya bt Vrishin
Awasti 4-0, Akhil Beniwal bt
Kabir Mehta 4-0, final: Shrawasti
Kundilya bt Akhil Beniwal 6-5 (1),
Boys’ under-12 semi-finals:
Daksh Kapoor bt Gopaljee 6-3,
Shourya Jishtu bt Devansh Parajuli 6-3, final: Shourya Jishtu bt
Daksh Kapoor 6-4; Boys’ under-14
semi-finals: Shourya Jishtu bt
Samarpit Bhatia 6-2, Hriday Panday bt Daksh Kapoor 6-4; final:
Shourya Jishtu bt Hriday Panday
6-4; Boys’ under-16 semi-finals:
Kartik sunil bt Sabhya 6-2, Gaurav Kumar bt Dhairya Chaddha

THE BOYS’ UNDER-16
FINAL WAS WON BY
GAURAV KUMAR WHO
DEFEATED KARTIK
SUNIL 6-3 ON LAST DAY
OF SUNRISE OPEN
TENNIS TOURNAMENT
6-1; Boys’ under-16 final: Gaurav
Kumar bt Kartik Sunil 6-3; Girls’
under-12 final: Shrawasti Kundilya bt Dhriti Prashar 6-3; Girls’
under-14 final: Dhriti Prashar bt
Poonam 6-0; Girls’ under-16 final:
Khushleen Kaur bt Tamanna 6-4.
TENNIS TOURNAMENT
FROM JUNE 15
CHANDIGARH : Roots Tennis Academy, Zirakpur, will host AITA
Championship Series under-16
and under-18 boys’ and girls’
championship from June 15 to 21.
More than 250 players from all
over the India will be participating in this championship. Qualifying rounds will be played on
Saturday and Sunday. Interested
players can register themselves
on Friday between 12pm to 2pm at
the venue or contact Gaurav
Chadha at 9041118444.
BOXING MEET FROM
JUNE 18
CHANDIGARH: The 34th sub-junior

men and 15th sub-junior women
Chandigarh state boxing championships will be held at the Sector
42 Boxing Hall, Chandigarh, from
June 18 to 19. Chandigarh boxers
born in the year 2005 and 2006 are
eligible to compete in the 14
weight categories—33kg to +70
kg.
SUNRISE CA POST
SIX-WICKET WIN
PANCHKULA: Laksh Chawla took
five wickets and scored 27 runs to
help Sunrise Cricket Academy,
Zirakpur, beat Royal Sports
Academy, Chandigarh, by 6 wickets in the Summer Cup Cricket
tournament for under-15 boys’
being organised by Narinder
Walia cricket academy at St Soldier’s school grounds on
Sunday.
Batting first, Royal Sports
scored 139 for the loss of eight
wickets in 30 overs.
Manhar remained unbeaten
on 37, while Markandey scored
25.
Laksh Chawla was the star
bowler for Sunrise CA. He took
five wickets for 28 runs. Chandan
snared three wickets for 18.
Chasing, Sunrise CA achieved
the target in 22 overs making 142
for the loss of four wickets.
Aryan made 39, while Manjit
scored 28. Laksh Chawla added 27
runs to the chase and was
adjudged player of the match.

n

VINAY, ABHISHEK BOLSTER AMRITSAR
AMRITSAR :Led by superb bowling
performance from left-arm
spinner Vinay Chouhdray (5 for
29), Amritsar bowled out Nawanshahr for 134 in their first
innings on Day 1 of the two-day
match being played at the Gandhi Ground in Amritsar on
Sunday.
On winning the toss, Nawanshahr captain Balwinder Singh
opted to bat, however, his decision back fired as the team was
bowled out well within the 150run mark. Spinners Vinay
Chouhdray (5 for 29) and
Abhishek Sharma (2 for 18) did
the damage with the ball. In
reply, Amritsar were 418 for 6.
Abhishek Sharma (240) and
Sharad Lumba (104) did bulk of
the scoring for the hosts.

HT Correspondent
n

LUDHIANA: Prabhsimran Singh

showed his mettle with the bat to
put Patiala in a comfortable position in the two-day match against
Ludhiana in the ongoing Punjab
Inter-District Cricket Tournament for Katoch Shield, by hitting
a scintillating century at the GRD
Academy in Ludhiana, on
Sunday.
Prabhsimran, who captained
India in the U-19 Asia Cup final in
2018, smashed 112 runs off 129
deliveries to propel Patiala in
their first innings.
On winning the toss, Patiala
captain Sanvir Singh opted to bat.
Opening the innings, Prabhsimran Singh plundered runs at free
will.
However, the wickets kept

n

hota joined Prabhsimran and the
duo managed to take the total
over 200 runs.
Mandeepinder Bawa also
chipped in with 34 runs to propel
Patiala. Prabhsimran’s innings
was powered by 11 boundaries
and two sixes, Anmol faced 185
balls to score 87 runs and hit four
boundaries.
In the previous match,
Parbhsimran had scored a double
century.
The hosts Ludhiana came back
strongly and restricted the
Patiala to 378 runs in 94.5 overs.
Sukhjinder was the pick of the
bowlers as he took four wickets in
20.5 over and gave away 79 runs.
Spinner Krishan claimed
three wickets giving away 117
runs 35 overs. Simranjeet Singh
took two wickets and gave away
95 runs.

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BRIEF SCORES
Patiala (1st Innings): 378 all
out in 94.5 overs (Prabhsimran Singh 112, Anmol Malhotra
87, Mandeep Inder Bawa 34,
Prabhjot Singh 33, Ikjot Singh
33, Sukhjinder Singh 4 for 79,
Krishan Kumar 3 for 117,
Simranjeet Singh 2 for 95).

tumbling from the other end at
regular intervals. Seasoned
opening batsman Jiwanjot faced
three balls and could score only
one run when he was trapped in
front of the wickets on Sukhjinder’s bowling.
Sanvir, Prabhjot and Akul
Pandove, scored 28, 33 and six
runs, respectively. Finally wicketkeeper batsman Anmol Mal-

A Ludhiana batsman in action against Patiala team during the Katoch Shield Tournament at GRD
HT PHOTO
Academy in Ludhiana on Sunday.

Impressive Chahat grabs twin
gold in swimming tournament

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Riding high on per-

formances from Madhav (3 for
20) and Sehaj Khanna (102),
Patiala Xi recorded a fine 49-run
win over Sukhwinder Singh’s
XI in a match played during the
U-16 inter-academy tournament
being organised by Hara’s
School of Cricket, Ludhiana, on
Sunday. Batting first, Patiala XI
posted a total of 216 runs in 40
overs, losing eight wickets.
Sehaj Khanna (102) and Kabir
(71) were the main contributors
for Patiala XI.
For Sukhwinder Singh’s XI,
Akshit (4 for 33) picked up maximum wickets. In reply, Sukhwinder Singh’s XI could score
167 runs for the loss of five wickets in 40 overs.
Jaiveer (71) and Dushyant
(49) were the main scorers for
Sukhwinder Singh’s XI. Madhav (3 for 20) bowled well to take
three wickets.
Sodhi Nic’s XI will take on
City Heart School, Jalandhar, in
a match to be played on Monday.
BRIEF SCORES
Patiala XI: 216 for 8 in 40 overs
(Sehaj Khanna 102, Kabir 71,
Akshit 4 for 33) beat Sukhwinder Singh’s XI: 167 for 5 in 40
overs (Jaiveer 71, Dushyant 49,
Madhav 3 for 20) by 49 runs

n

A youngster in action during the second day of the Chandigarh Open Invitational Swimming Meet Sponsored by Speedo India at the
RAVI KUMAR/HT
All-Weather Sector 23 swimming pool on Sunday.

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Chahat Arora won

WINNERS’ DELIGHT

n

Prabhsimran’s ton puts Patiala
in commanding position

The winners of the first edition of Tea Box Golf School junior tournament at Chandigarh Golf Club on Sunday. As many as 79 children
participated in the event. The event is brainchild of golf instructor Saahir Singh and sport consultant Dhruv Darvesh Kumar.
HT PHOTO

twin gold in senior girls 50m
freestyle and backstroke in the
Chandigarh Open Invitational
Swimming Meet Sponsored by
Speedo India at the All-Weather
Sector 23 swimming pool on
Sunday.
In the 50m freestyle, Arora
clocked 27.77, while Sudhrishti
with a time of 34:62 came second.
Nishtha with a time of 35:35
came third.
In 50m backstroke Arora won
gold with a time of 32:43.
Sudrishti came a distant second
clocking 41:63. Nishita finished
third with a timing of 41:70.
Jasnoor Kaur won the gold
medal in the girls’ U-14 50m freestyle race with a time of 28:02.
Varnika Bashambu (29:14) came
second, while Oseen Mahajan
clocked 33:84 to finish third.
In the boys’ U-17 50m freestyle, Taranjit Singh clocked
25:93 to take top honours, while
Uday Sharma clocked 26:03 to
finish second.
Updesh Singh came third
with a time of 26:17.
In the girls’ 50m freestyle
U-17, Leeza Phogat came first
with a time of 31:40.
Disha Thakur came second
with a time of 35:56. Bhargvi

took the third spot clocking
36:01.
Jayant Punj won the gold
medal in the boys’ U-14 50m freestyle race with a time of 27:13.
Yatharth Rawat came sceond
with a time of 28:56, while Kanwarjeet Singh Sandhu finished
third with a time of
29:51.
In the boys’ U-17 100m breaststroke Dhruv Gupta clocked
1:20:07 to finish first, followed by
Rakshak Singh Thakur in second position clocking 1:21:93.
Vinay Rana with a time of
1:30:85 came third.
Ramrinder Singh clocked
1:25:82 to win the boys’ U-12 50m
Breaststroke race.
Daksh clocked 1:35:90 to finish second, while Ravi Noor
Singh came third with a time of
1:39:96.The girls’ U-14 100m
Breaststroke race was won by
Vanisha Bashambu with a timing of 1:22:59.
TistaTewani clocked 1:31:52
to finish second, while Saanchi
Bhargava came third with a
time of 1:33:88.
The girls’ U-12 100m Breaststroke was won by Bhavnoor
Kaur Vaid who clocked 1:46:66.
She was followed by Aditi
Sharma who timed 1:47:52 to finish second.
Harshleen Kaur came third
with a time of 1:55:68.

FINAL DAY’S RESULTS
Girls’ 50m Freestyle Senior: 1.
Chahat Arora (27:77), 2. Sudhrishti
(34:62), 3. Nishtha (35:35); Boys’
50m Freestyle U-17: 1. Taranjit
Singh (25:93), 2. Uday Sharma
(26:03), 3. Updesh Singh (26:17);
Girls’ 50m Freestyle U-17: 1.
Leeza Phogat (31:40), 2. Disha
Thakur (35:56), 3. Bhargvi (36:01);
Boys’ 50m Freestyle U-14: 1.
Jayant Punj (27:13), 2. Yatharth
Rawat (28:56), 3. Kanwarjeet
Singh Sandhu (29:51); Girls’ 50m
Freestyle U-14: 1. Jasnoor Kaur
(28:02); 2. VarnikaBashambu
(29:14), 3. Oseen Mahajan (33:84);
Boys’ 50m Freestyle U-12: 1.
Akshat Antil (32:13); 2. Ravinoor
(35:11), 3. Aarav Sharma (35:70);
Girls’ 50m Freestyle U-12: 1.
Arshpreet Kaur (29:04), 2.
Shubhnoor Kaur (35:07), 3. Pratha
(35:33); Girls’ 50m Backstroke
Senior: 1. Chahat Arora (32:43), 2.
Sudrishti (41:63), 3. Nishita (41:70);
Boys’ 50m Backstroke U-17: 1.
Dhrav Singh Attri (30:30), 2.
Bhavya Singh Thakur (30:64), 3.
Aryan Saxena (30:68); Boys’ 50m
Backstroke U-14: 1. Jayant Punj
(29:64), 2. Kanwarjeet Sandhu
(34:84), 3. Tarun Bhardwaj (36:06);
Boys’ 50m Backstroke U-12: 1.
Akshat Antil (37:86), 2. Samardeep
Singh (38:34), 3. Angadjit Singh

(39:03); Girls’ 50m Backstroke
U-12: 1. Arshpreet Kaur (33:25), 2.
Pratha Mehta (40:14), 3. Aanya
Sapra (45:26); Boys’ 50m Backstroke U-10: 1. Jujhar Singh Gill
(39:16), 2. Randeep Bhadu (42:95),
3. Aryan Sharma (43:15); Girls’
50m Butterfly U-10: 1. Jasleen
Kaur (46:20), 2. Apurva Sharma
(47:71), 3. Khushi (48:52); Girls’
25m Backstroke U-8: 1. Kiratjot
Kaur (33:63), 2. Pawani Bhatia
(36:85), 3. Ryanpreet Kaur (40:17);
Boys’ 25m Backstroke U-8: 1.
Trinabh Sharma (26:05), 2. Gaivi
Shira (30:31), 3. Arnav Joura
(30:62); Girls’ Breaststroke
100m U-17: 1. Harsimar Singh
(1:11:87), 2. Suryansh Sharma
(1:14:57), 3. Karanveer (1:15:43);
Boys’ Breaststroke 100m U-17:
1. Dhruv Gupta (1:20:07), 2.
Rakshak Thakur (1:21:93), 3. Vinay
Rana (1:30:85); Boys’ Breaststroke 50m U-12: 1. Ramrinder
Singh (1:25:82), 2. Daksh (1:35:90),
3. Ravi Noor Singh (1:39:96); Girls’
100m Breaststroke U-14: 1.
Vanisha Bashambu (1:22:59), 2.
Tista Tewani (1:31:52), 3. 3. Saanchi
Bhargava (1:33:88); Girls’ 100m
Breaststroke U-12: 1. Bhavnoor
Kaur Vaid (1:46:66), 2. Aditi
Sharma (1:47:52), 3. Harshleen Kaur
(1:55:68).
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INDUSTRIAL BODIES DEMAND RELIEF FROM
UNPLANNED POWER CUTS IN CITY

CUT DOWN ON
‘NET’ LOSSES

220 KV POWER
GRID SUBSTATION
COMING UP ON
LADOWALI ROAD
LUDHIANA : To avoid the
situation of a power grid failure,
that leads to a major breakdown
of power during peak summer,
the Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (Central zone),
is coming up with a new 220
kilovolts (kV) power grid substation on the Ladowali road here at
a cost of ₹15 crore. Currently, the
Ludhiana East and West circles
have eight power grid substations of 220 kV, 84 of 66 kV, 77
of 66 kV (independent
connections). Their feeding
point is 400 kV power grid
substation in Lalton Kalan. ››P3

Visa promise: Ludhiana
man duped of ₹4.5 lakh
PANCHKULA: A 40-year-old
immigration agent has been
booked for allegedly duping a
Ludhiana man of ₹4.5 lakh on the
pretext of sending him Canada,
said police on Sunday. According
to the officials, complainant
Simranjeet Singh Dhatt, 30, a
resident of Sheikhupura
village, in Ludhiana told the police
that last month he submitted his
documents with the accused
identified as Harpreet Singh to
process his visa for Canada. Dhatt
alleged that the accused then
asked him to meet at a restaurant
in Sector 9, Panchkula, on
May 8 to talk about the
››P3
process.

Three dog bite cases
in 24 hours
LUDHIANA: There seems to be no
let-up in dog bite cases here.
During the past 24 hours, three
dog bite incidents were witnessed. In the latest incident on
Sunday, a stray dog attacked an
eight-year-old boy in Machhiwara. The boy was identified as
Rohit, a resident of Balli Beg
village of Machhiwara. He was
bitten when he was playing at a
shrine located in the village.
According to eyewitness,
suddenly a stray dog appeared
››P3
and attacked the boy.

Woman kills
husband with
lover’s help
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PLANNED CRIME Duo makes victim drink
alcohol, then strangulate him, wife tells
neighbours man died of alcohol overdose
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A 26-year-old woman
and her paramour have been
booked for allegedly strangulating her husband to death in Dhanoor village of Machhiwara on
Saturday night.
The accused have been identified as Paramjit Kaur, 26, and
her paramour Gurpreet Singh,
32.
As per information, the
accused allegedly made the victim, Satnam Singh, 32, a labourer, drink alcohol before murdering him and later told the
neighbours that he died of
excessive drinking.
Joga Singh, the victim’s
brother and the complainant in
the case, said, Satnam and Gurpreet were friends and the latter
used frequent his home. It was
during these visits that Gurpreet came in contact with
Paramjit and developed an
illicit relationship with her. The
victim had also found out about
the relationship and deterred
Paramjit from meeting Gurpreet.
Following this, Paramjit and
Gurpreet hatched a conspiracy
to get Satnam out of the way.
On Saturday night, Gurpreet
brought a liquor bottle for Satnam and made him drink in
excessive amounts.
Satnam gradually passed out
following which the accused

NEIGHBOURS NOTICED
STRANGULATION
MARKS ON THE VICTIM’S
NECK AND INFORMED
THE POLICE
strangulated him with a piece of
cloth.
After executing the crime,
Gurpreet fled the house while
Paramjit told the neighbours
that he husband had died of
excessive drinking.
The neighbours, however,
noticed strangulation marks on
the victim’s neck and informed
the police. But before the police
arrived, Paramjit also escaped
the spot.
Police sent the body for postmortem and registered a case
against the duo under Section
302 (murder) of the Indian Penal
Code on the victim’s brother’s
complaint.
Inspector Ramaninderjit
Singh, station house officer of
Machhiwara, said both the
accused are on the run and
police have launched a manhunt for the two.
He also informed that Paramjit and Satnam had got married
about 10 years ago when the
former was 16. The couple has
two children, who were at their
grandparents house for summer vacations at the time of the
incident.

n

A peacock spotted at Punjab Agricultural University in Ludhiana.

mustread
KATOCH SHIELD
TOURNAMENT
LUDHIANA : Prabhsimran
Singh showed his mettle with
the bat to put Patiala in a
comfortable position in the
two-day match against
Ludhiana in the ongoing
Punjab Inter-District Cricket
Tournament.
››P2

PPCB PRESSURE

MC looks at ways to treat garbage
piled up at Tajpur Road dump site
Harsimran Singh Batra
n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: With Punjab Pollution

Control Board (PPCB) pressurising the Ludhiana municipal corporation (MC) to deal with over 24
lakh metric tonnes of garbage
accumulated at the main dumping site at Tajpur road, the civic
body is finding itself in a tight spot
and is looking at ways to treat the
waste.
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar had visited the
dump site along with a private
consultant on Friday to find a
solution for the problem.
PPCB officials had earlier
accused the MC of spreading
water and air pollution by not
treating the waste accumulated
at the site, which was being used
for dumping over the past four
decades.
Three major fire incidents
were also reported at the site in
the month of May. Officials said
that fire incidents take place due
to the gas generation of methane
gas at the site, which is highly
combustible. The garbage is also
polluting the groundwater due to
seepage.
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Sunrise on Monday

n

The dump on Tajpur Road has waste accumulated over four decades.

PPCB had also served a notice
to MC and asked the civic body to
submit ₹50 lakh as surety bond as
a step to improve solid waste
management.
PPCB executive engineer Sandeep Behl said that apart from
sending a notice to the MC, a
report regarding the accumulated waste, besides the air and
water pollution being spread at
the site has also been sent to
PPCB chairman Satwinder Singh
Marwaha. Further action will be

taken against the MC after getting direction from the chairman,
said Behl.
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar said the MC had
already planned to process the
accumulated garbage but it was
delayed due to financial crunch.
A consultant company has also
came forward and the MC is
working to test its technique of
treating the waste. The MC would
soon start processing the waste,
said Brar.

HT FILE

MOUNTAIN OF TRASH A
TICKING FIREBOMB
Ludhiana City’s main landfill on
Tajpur Road, spewing toxic gases
amid over 24 lakh metric tonnes
of garbage, has garbage dumped
over 45 acres and is a tragedy
waiting to happen. The landfill
generates highly combustible
methane gas that leads to spontaneous fires, causing highly toxic
emissions. This in turn leads to
widespread air pollution, with
serious health implications.

GURMINDER SINGH

No coaching centre in Samrala
has fire fighting arrangements
HT Correspondent
n

debate of
the week

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Weeks after at least 20
students died in the Surat coaching centre fire tragedy, the Samrala fire brigade officers conducted a surprise check in coaching centres, especially IELTS
centers in the town on Saturday.
The fire officers discovered that
the coaching centres in the town
have been running without
obtaining no-objection certificates (NOC) from the fire brigade.
Fire officers said that the
coaching centres don’t even
have a fire extinguisher. Fire
officer Harkirat Singh said that
the team has checked 10 such
coaching centres and no one has
fire fighting arrangements were
found anywhere.
“In case of an incident similar to
Surat, there is likely to be a huge
loss of life.
Interestingly, such centres
have been running in the town
for the past ten years and no one
has ever checked if the centres
have completed all formalities.
The fire officials said they
have issued notices to all centres
and asked them to install fire
fighting system and construct a
proper emergency exit system to
avoid any tragedy.
The fire brigade will conduct
another check at the centres
after some time to check if they
have paid heed to their instructions. The department will also
take appropriate action against
the centres running without
proper safety arrangements.
The centres have been asked to
apply NOC from the department
also.
Samrala residents, Raman
Wadhera and Amanjit Gangu,
asked why fire brigade officers

KNITWEAR
FACTORY BLAZE

HOW CAN WE
PREVENT FIRE
MISHAPS IN CITY?
It’s been over one-and-a-half
years since the horrific plastic
factory fire took place in Ludhiana, in which as many as 16
people, including nine firefighters, were killed. Following the
incident, Amarinder Singh visited
the spot and announced that a
fire audit will be conducted in
Ludhiana to keep a tabs on fire
safety arrangements in industrial
units. But nothing has been done
at ground level. On Thursday
evening, a fire ravaged a knitwear
factory in the city, once again
bringing to the fore the poor fire
safety measures in place. How
many more such mishaps have to
take place before the authorities
wake up? What should be done to
ensure that such incidents are
prevented.
Send your views to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by
June 15 in not more than 100
words.

did not raid the centres. They
also said that the fire brigade
does not have a hydraulic ladder
to reach the third floor of any
building, while most of the centres are being run on third or
fourth floors of commercial
buildings.
Another local resident,
Mukesh Anand, said that fire
brigade is not properly equipped.
“The government should equip
fire fighters for tackling any situation,” he added.

Fire in Talwandi
forest, cause yet
to be ascertained
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A fire destroyed an

acre of forest land in Talwandi
village near Ladhowal on Sunday. The forest land is located
between the amusement park
and level railway track.
Divisional fire officer
(DFO),Phillaur,Kushwinder
Singh said, “It is suspected that
inflammable material thrown
from some train may have
caused the fire. However, the situation is under control.”
Sarpanch Manjit Singh said
that he spotted the smoke emitting from the forest area in the
morning.
“In no time, the smoke turned
into huge flames. We informed
the fire and the forest department about the incident. The fire
department managed to douse
the flames and are carrying out a
survey to avoid a repeat of the
incident,” he added.
Divisional forest officer (DFO)
Charanjit Singh did not rule out
the possibilty of foul play .

THE FOREST LAND IS
LOCATED BETWEEN THE
AMUSEMENT PARK AND
LEVEL RAILWAY TRACK,
OFFICIALS SUSPECT
INFLAMMABLE MATERIAL
MAY HAVE BEEN
THROWN FROM TRAIN

SIX BOOKED FOR
CREATING FAKE
BANK ACCOUNT
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The division number 8
police registered a case of cheating against six persons, including three women, for creating a
bank account with fake identity
proof .
The matter came to the fore
when the person, whose son’s
voter Id card was used to open
the account, received a notice
from the income tax department
and lodged a complaint with
Ludhiana police.
In his complaint, ex-serviceman Jagdish Sachdeva, 75, of
Hoshiarpur stated that, his son
Amit worked in a bank on Mall
Road, in 2009.
The same year someone used
his voter card to open a fake
account in which ₹32.36 lakh was
credited and withdrawn on different dates. In 2016, his son
moved abroad.
Sachdeva accused the
employees of the bank of fraud.
According to him, his son’s voter
card used to kept in the drawer of
his table when he used to work
for the bank. He suspected that
the accused created the account
to make illegal transactions.
Inspector Amit Thakur of
division number 8 police station
said that , a case has been registered following an investigation
against Deepika Uppal, Gurpreet
Singh, Ajay Singhaniya, Shaifali
Dutta, Nitika Maheshwari and
Amit under Section 420 (cheating), Section 465 (punishment for
forgery), Section 467 (forgery of
valuable security or will), Section 468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating), Section 471 (using as
genuine a forged document), and
Section 120-b (criminal conspiracy) of IPC. A manhunt was
launched for the accused.

NGOs raise red flag over polluted water from Solar power system at
Buddha Nullah entering Rajasthan via Sutlej railway station hangs fire
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: With pollution in

water bodies claiming the lives
of residents in Punjab and
Rajasthan, non-governmental
organisations and social workers in both states have joined
hands in the fight against Sutlej
river pollution.
Members of Rajasthan-based
NGO Tapovan, Faridkot-based
NGO Bhai Ghanaiya Cancer
Roko Sewa Society and Naroa
Punjab Manch visited different
sites of Buddha Nullah in Ludhiana and Kali Bein in Jalandhar
on Sunday and chalked out an
action plan against the pollution
in water bodies.

SAY THEY HAVE TEAMED
UP AGAINST WATER
POLLUTION AND WILL
PUT PRESSURE ON
GOVTS TO TAKE ACTION
AGAINST ERRING
INDUSTRIES
The members said that efforts
would be made to get the state
and central government take
action against industries that
cause water pollution. Besides,
the NGOs would also work on
spreading social awareness
among the masses.
Mahesh Periwal, a resident of

Ganganagar in Rajasthan, said
they are already running a campaign, ‘Dushit Jal - Asurakshit
Kal’, against water pollution in
Rajasthan and they came to
know about the campaign of
Bhai Ghanaiya Cancer Roko
Sewa Society and joined hands
with them.
With polluted water from
Buddha Nullah and Kali Bein in
Punjab entering Rajasthan
through the Sutlej river, at least
eight districts in Rajasthan,
including Ganganagar and
Hanumangarh, are being
affected.
“Due to the pollution, residents of the affected areas are
suffering from deadly diseases,
including cancer, but the gov-

ernments are not doing anything about it,” Periwal said,
adding, “Now we have joined
hands and would be fighting
against pollution. We will be
handing a memorandum in this
regard to Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) authorities in
Patiala this Friday.”
Bhai Ghanaiya Cancer Roko
Sewa Society president Gurpreet Singh said lives are at risk
in both state—Punjab and
Rajasthan— due to water pollution. “Even after the intervention of the National Green Tribunal, the governments of both
states have failed to reduce pollution in the water bodies. If
need be, we would also start an
agitation to get the governments

to take note,” he said.
Kotkapura MLA Kultar
Singh Sandhwan, who is vicepresident of Bhai Ghanaiya
Cancer Roko Sewa Society, also
accompanied them. Earlier too
an NGO from Rajasthan had
moved NGT against the pollution in Buddha Nullah.
NAROA PUNJAB
MANCH MEMBERS
SIT ON HUNGER STRIKE
Members of Naroa Punjab
Manch sat on a day-long hunger
strike on Sunday, demanding
action against pollution water
pollution. They demanded that
strict action against the industry for polluting Buddha
Nullah.
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LUDHIANA: The wait for a solarpowered railway station is set to
be longer as authorities are planning to give the station a facelift
first.
Currently, the Ludhiana railway station has at least 15 solar
panels that are installed on the
building of the railway medical
unit.
Once functional, these will
cater to around 50-60% of the
power requirement of the station.
However, a senior section
engineer (power), on the condition of anonymity, stated that in
the first phase, the project is on
hold as authorities are planning

AUTHORITIES ARE
PLANNING TO GIVE
THE STATION A
FACELIFT FIRST; ONCE
FUNCTIONAL, THE SOLAR
SYSTEM WILL CATER TO
AROUND 50-60% OF THE
POWER REQUIREMENT
OF THE STATION
to renovate the railway station.
He added that solar panels of
645kw were to be installed in the
entire railway station but as the
project is on hold, the Azure
Power Company, which was

given the contract for the project,
has now moved to Amritsar and
Ferozepur railways stations to
set up solar panels there.
Indian Railways had in 2017
announced to set up 500 megawatt rooftop solar energy systems across 8,000 railway stations
in the country and Ludhiana was
to receive solar energy system of
2MW. Later in August last year,
railway energy management
company limited (REMCL) had
auctioned 67.38MW of rooftop
solar project and then tendered
32MW rooftop solar photovoltaic
(PV) projects.
Station director Abhinav Singla was not available for comments, despite several attempts
to reach him.
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4,849registerforSCD
college,LudhianaEast
tobeginprocesstoday

VS SPEAKER
CALLS FOR
UNISON AGAINST
DIVISIVE FORCES

K AT O C H S H I E L D

HT Correspondent

UG COURSES It
was ninth day of
online registration
at SCD College

LUDHIANA: Punjab Vidhan Sabha

LUDHIANA : Prabhsimran Singh
showed his mettle with the bat
to put Patiala in a comfortable
position in the two-day match
against Ludhiana in the ongoing
Punjab Inter-District Cricket
Tournament for Katoch Shield,
by hitting a scintillating century at the GRD Academy in
Ludhiana, on Sunday.
Prabhsimran, who captained
India in the U-19 Asia Cup final
in 2018, smashed 112 runs off 129
deliveries to propel Patiala in
their first innings.
On winning the toss, Patiala
captain Sanvir Singh opted to
bat. Opening the innings,
Prabhsimran Singh plundered
runs at free will. However, the
wickets kept tumbling from the
other end at regular intervals.
Seasoned opening batsman
Jiwanjot faced three balls and
could score only one run when
he was trapped in front of the
wickets on Sukhjinder’s
bowling.
Sanvir, Prabhjot and Akul
Pandove, scored 28, 33 and six
runs, respectively. Finally
wicketkeeper batsman Anmol
Malhota joined Prabhsimran
and the duo managed to take the

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: With the ninth day of

registration process on Sunday,
as many as 4,849 students have
registered online for admissions
to undergraduate coursesat SatishChanderDhawan(SCD)Government College in Ludhiana.
At Government College for
Girls (GCG) which started the
online process three days ago,
2,050 candidates have registered
online and4,100prospectushave
been sold for the undergraduate
courses so far.
GCG TENTATIVE
LIST ON JULY 1
According to the college website
of GCG, students can submit the
forms online till June 29 and the
tentative merit list will be displayed on July 1. For any corrections, the candidates can bring it
tothenoticeofthecollegeauthorities from July 1 to 4. The final
meritlist willbedisplayedonthe
college website on July 5. The
counsellingprocesswillbeginon
July 8 at the college premises.
The online registration process
for Government College Ludhiana (East) will kick-off from
today. Principal Dharam Singh
Sandhu said, “Several students

Chitkara publishes
defaulters’ names
publicly, students
stop taking classes

n

Last date to fill online forms for SCD college is June 28.

HT FILE

Admissions to SCD Govt College
The registrations are open for 140 seats of BCom, 40
in BBA, 480 in BA, 40 in BCA, 160 in BSc medical, 240 in
BSc non-medical and 320 seats in BA evening

June 28

June 29

Last date to
fill online form

Tentative
merit list

Final merit list
calledonhelplinenumberssetup
by the college authorities to
inquireaboutthestatusofonline
registration process.
Students can apply online till
July 5 for bachelor of arts (BA)
course which has 80 seats.”
AtSCDGovernmentCollege,a
total of 1,127 students had registered online for admission to 140
seats of bachelor of commerce

July 4 till 11 am

Last date for objections
to tentative merit list

July 4 till 12 pm
(BCom), 544 for 40 seats in
bachelorofbusinessadministration (BBA), 1,298 for 480 seats of
bachelor of arts (BA), 402 for 40
seats in bachelor of computer
application (BCA), 142 for 160
seatsofbachelorofscience (BSc)
medical, 458 for 240 seats of BSc
non-medical and 541 students
applied for 320 seats in BA evening, till Sunday.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

(VS) speaker Rana KP Singh has
called upon the citizens of the
country to come together and
fight those who are trying to
weaken the nation.
Singh was speaking during a
programme held to mark the
477th birth anniversary function
of Maharana Pratap at Amar
Palace, here on Sunday. On the
occasion, a rally was also organised from Maharana Pratap
Park to Jalandhar Bypass.
Addressing the attendees,
Rana KP Singh said that to
weaken our country, several
anti-Indian forces are using
wrong means, adding that the
fellow countrymen should
remain vigilant.
He called upon the countrymen to fight such forces collectively so that peace, communal
harmony and law and order are
maintained across the country.
He said that those nations
always prosper which never forget their great history.
He said that the Punjab government is making several
efforts for the upliftment of Rajput community in the state. He
said that a Maharana Pratap
chair has been set up at Punjabi
University, Patiala, and a statue
of him has been installed in
Ropar and Ludhiana.
He assured the Rajput community that the Punjab government would continue to make
efforts for their betterment and
appreciated the social works
done by Maharana Pratap Rajput Sabha.

Soni visits education expo
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Prabhsimran’s ton puts Patiala in
commanding position against Ludhiana
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com
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total over 200 runs. Mandeepinder Bawa also chipped in with 34
runs to propel Patiala.
Prabhsimran’s innings was
powered by 11 boundaries and
two sixes, Anmol faced 185 balls
to score 87 runs and hit four
boundaries. In the previous
match, Parbhsimran had scored
a double century. The hosts

dents have stopped attendingclasses after Chitkara International School, Sector 25, in violation of the Right to Education
(RTE) Act,displayedtheirnames,
along with two others, on their
websiteforfailingtopaytheirfee.
Thenoticehadstatedthatthey
would promote the students to
their next classes only if their
parents deposit the arrears of
their fee. Along with the list of
defaulters, the notice read, “As
per our record, a huge amount is
reflected as arrears of fee of various students.”
Italsostated,“Althoughinthe
interest of the students’career,
the school has declared their
resultsandhashandedovertheir
report cards but it is difficult for
toallowsuchstudentstothenext
levelwithoutclearancearrearsof
their fee. It is to bring to your
noticethattheschoolhasdecided
to promote the student only on
deposit of arrears of fee.”

HT Correspondent
n

‘NEED TO PAY SALARIES
TO TEACHERS ’
Principal Niyati Chitkara said,
“The fee of the students to
be paid are significantly due
despite the repeated notices
to their parents. On top of
that, these students have not
reported to the school since the
beginning of the new session.”
“It takes money to run the
school, we have to pay the salaries of teachers and there are
other expenditures also. We
already take 25% economically
weaker section (EWS) students.
Our teachers work hard, how
unfair it is that these students do
not pay their fee.Despite that, we
have allowed students to complete their classes.”
The principal also said that
they wrote to Chandigarh Commission for Protection of Child
Rights(CCPCR)aswellastheUT
educationdepartment.“Theeducation department has replied to
us to take necessary action into
the matter,” Chitkara said.
Rubbishing Chitkara’s comments, education secretary BL
Sharma said, “There is no such
letterissuedbythedepartmentas
per my knowledge. In case any
such erroneous letter exists
which is against the spirit of law,
we will withdraw it.”

Punjab cabinet minister OP Soni (left) on the second day of the education expo at Government College
GURPREET SINGH/HT
for Girls in Ludhiana on Sunday.
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LUDHIANA: Punjab cabinet minis-

ter OP Soni on Sunday presided
as the chief guest on the second
day of ‘Education Expo 2019’ at
Government College for Girls,
Ludhiana.
He also visited the stalls of
universities, colleges, International English Language Testing
System (IELTS) centres and
immigration consultants, and
lauded the efforts of Vikas
Vinayak for organising the event
by bringing all the career-re-

lated information under one
roof. Soni said that chief minister Captain Amarinder Singhled government is committed to
uplift the standard of education
in Punjab, adding that improvement in the results of government schools with each passing
day, was a prove to it.
Motivational speaker and corporate trainer Sushil Arora took
a session on motivational
speech, the institutions
informed the visitors about
scholarships, offers and discounts offered by them along
with attractive prizes.

BANNERS MENTION
SONI AS EDU MINISTER
Though Soni’s portfolio has been
changed recently from education minister to the minister of
medical education, food processing industry and freedom fighers, banners at the expo portrayed him as the education minister.
Organiser Vikas Vinayak
said, “The minister still holds the
portfolio of medical education
ministry and the banners display the same. His portfolio was
changed on June 6 and the banners were printed last week.”

BRIEF SCORES
Patiala (1st Innings): 378 all
out in 94.5 overs (Prabhsimran
Singh 112, Anmol Malhotra 87,
Mandeep Inder Bawa 34,
Prabhjot Singh 33, Ikjot Singh
Thind 33, Sukhjinder Singh 4 for
79, Krishan Kumar 3 for 117,
Simranjeet Singh 2 for 95) vs
Ludhiana.

Decks for
appointment of
418 teachers
cleared in UT

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Teachers of BCM Senior Secondary School, Chandigarh Road, took part in an eightday long event that comprised
workshops, seminars, meditation and yoga sessions.
During the events that concluded on Saturday, the school
teachers started each day with a
yogasessionbyRoshanLalArya
from Ved Prachar Mandal and a
meditation session bystatecoordinatoroftheArtofLiving,Vivek
Vansal.

SESSIONS ON METHODS
OF TEACHING
Theteachersalsolearnt methods
ofenhancingteachingandlearningprocesses,teachingtoolsand
classroommanagementthrough
various workshops and seminars.
National awardee Jaswinder
Singh,governor’sawardeeShiksha Ratan and national award

n

Ludhiana came back strongly
and restricted the Patiala to 378
runs in 94.5 overs. Sukhjinder
was the pick of the bowlers as he
took four wickets in 20.5 over
and gave away 79 runs. Spinner
Krishan claimed three wickets
giving away 117 runs 35 overs.
Simranjeet Singh took two
wickets and gave away 95 runs.

Teachers of BCM school
learn meditation, yoga

n

CHANDIGARH:Asmanyaseightstu-

A Ludhiana batsman in action against Patiala team during the Katoch Shield Tournament at GRD
HT PHOTO
Academy in Ludhiana on Sunday.

Teachers during a training programme at BCM school, Chandigarh
HT PHOTO
Road, in Ludhiana on Sunday.

heritorKirandeepSinghTiwana,
laidemphasisontheimportance
ofhands-onactivitiesinteaching
to cater the needs of students.
School counsellors Renu
Gupta and Shreya Sarkar
addressed the teachers to equip
them deal with hurdles in teaching and behavioural therapy.

Secondary coordinator of the
school, Manju Bhatti, spoke on
inculcatingreadinghabitamong
students. Principal DP Guleria
said that capacity building of the
staff is done through various
workshops covering academics,
pedagogy, classroom management and personal grooming.

CHANDIGARH:ThePunjabandHaryanahighcourt(HC)hasdirected
Chandigarh administration to
considerappointmentofthecandidates who could not appear in
Central Teacher Eligibility Test
(CTET) between 2016 and 2018,
but were otherwise eligible for
418 posts of junior basic trained
(JBT)teachersadvertisedin2018.
AspertheOctober2018 advertisement, passing the CTET was
mandatory for a person to be eligible for consideration to apply
for the said posts.
The direction from HC bench
of justice Augustine George
Masih, came on a batch of petitions seeking directions to consider those who could not
appear for CTET between 2016
and2018.Thecourtobservedthat
since the CTET was not held
since 2016, those otherwise eligiblecannotbedeniedtheopportunity to participate in the
HTC
selectionprocess.

Panjab University students learn issues,
challenges related to Right to Information
HT Correspondent
n
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CHANDIGARH :A two-day national

workshop on “RTI: Awareness,
issuesandchallenges”concluded
at Panjab University on
Saturday.
The workshop was organised
bytheCentreforAcademicLeadership and Education Management (CALEM), Panjab University (PU), under the aegis of the
Pandit Madan Mohan Malwiya
National Mission for Teachers
Training(PMMMNMTT)ofMin-

PROFESSORS,
INFORMATION
COMMISSIONERS AND
ADMINISTRATIVE HEADS
ADDRESSED STUDENTS
IN A 2-DAY WORKSHOP
istry of Human Resource Development(MHRD),Governmentof
India. Administrative heads,
principles,teachers,administrativeandnon-administrativestaff
dealingwiththeRTIparticipated.

The participants were
addressed by resource persons
from various fields, including
advocates, professors, information commissioner and administrative heads acting as appellant
authorities .
Prof Devinder Singh was the
programme director. CALEM
coordinatorJatinderGroverand
programme coordinator Jyoti
Rattansaidtheparticipantswere
apprised of the ways to draft an
RTI application, reply to the said
RTI application,andthe ambitof
the RTI application.

Fortheopeningceremony,PU
acting vice chancellor Prof
Shankarji Jha was the chief
guest. Prof Naresh Kumar, professor, law department, MDU
Rohtakwasthekeynotespeaker.
Lt Gen Kamaljit Singh, state
informationcommissioner,Haryana, was the chief guest for the
valedictory session.
Dilip Ukey, vice-chancellor,
Maharashtra National Law University, Mumbai, narrated the
evolution of concept of RTI and
protection of whistle-blowers in
India.

schoolnotes

n
n

Students awarded for participating in the summer camp organised at DAV school, Pakhowal Road, in Ludhiana on Sunday.

MAPLE BEAR PRESCHOOL STUDENTS
VISIT FUNCITY
LUDHIANA: A visit to Funcity was
organised for students of Maple Bear
Canadian Pre-school, Udham Singh
Nagar, on Sunday. The visit was
organised as a part of the ongoing
summer camp. Children played many
games including ball game, ducks
flash, slides and crazy car drive. They
have been participating in various

activities, including art and craft,
painting and dancing during the part
of the camp.

NSS camp concludes
at DAV Public School
LUDHIANA: The seven day residential
NSS camp at DAV Public School,
Pakhowal Road, concluded on
Sunday. The camp was organised
under the guidance of Satwant Kaur
Bhullar. Jaspal Singh graced the
occasion. Students performed
bhangra and sung folk songs. They

also performed a street play on
women empowerment. A PPT
showcasing all the activities of the
camp was shown to the guests. NSS
unit programme officer Rajesh
Sharma proposed the vote of thanks.
Meanwhile, a week long summer
camp was held in the school for
students of Classes 1-7 which culminated on the same day. Around 100
students took part in various activities including dance, theatre, and art
and craft. Students showcased the
skills that they had learnt during the

HT PHOTO

camp in the closing ceremony. An art
and craft exhibition was also set up.

Summer camp culminates at
Green Land Convent School
LUDHIANA: A two-week long
summer camp concluded at Green
Land Convent School, New Subhash
Nagar, on Sunday. Students participated in a wide range of activities
offered during the camp such as
spoken English, personality grooming, western dance and music,
classical dance and music, flameless

Students during art exhibition
at Green Land Convent School
in Ludhiana on Sunday. HT PHOTO
cooking, art and craft, calligraphy,
sports like cricket, basketball,
badminton, skating, chess, yoga,
hockey, fitness and aerobics. A
concluding ceremony was organised
to unveil the skills learnt by the
students during the camp. Principal
Jyoti Sachdev Pujara said the main
aim was to enable the students to
develop their abilities and
enthusiasm for sports and extracurricular activities which they
can enjoy and excel in.

n

Students of Maple Bear Canadian Preschool, during a visit to
HT PHOTO
Funcity on Sunday.
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Industrial bodies seek relief
from unplanned power cuts
TWO-FOLD BLOW Say on the one hand, power tariff is being hiked frequently
and, on the other, unscheduled electricity disruptions are adding to their woes
HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA: Reeling under the pressure of an increase in power tariff, industrial organisations have
demanded relief from the regular
unscheduled power cuts that ,
according to the organisations,
result in low production and
losses to the industry.
Industry representatives rued
that the state government and the
Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited (PSPCL) are delivering a
two-fold blow to the industry -- on
the one hand, power tariff is
being hiked at certain intervals
and, on the other, unscheduled
power cuts are adding to their
woes.
President of the Federation of
Industrial and Commercial Organisations (FICO) Gurmeet Singh
Kular said frequent unscheduled
power cuts did not only hit production, but also damaged the

340 tested
for diabetes,
hypertension

›

When issue was taken
up with the PSPCL’s
Janta Nagar division
officials, they paid no heed
to the problem. Now, we
will meet chief engineer
(Central zone) DPS
Grewal on Monday.

DPS GREWAL, chief engineer

machinery. While the state government had failed to provide
power at the rate of ₹5 per unit,
the PSPCL was further troubling
the industry by imposing
unscheduled power cuts, he said.
Kular said when the issue was
taken up with the PSPCL’s Janta
Nagar division officials, they paid
no heed to the problem. “Now, we
will meet chief engineer (Central

zone) DPS Grewal on Monday
over the issue,” said Kular.
President of the United Cycle
and Parts Manufacturers Association (UCPMA) Inderjit Singh
Navyug said that unscheduled
power cuts had been witnessed
on a regular basis for the past few
days.
Unscheduled power cuts of
minimum one hour each were

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 340 people

got themselves tested for diabetes and hypertension at the 258th
camp organised by the NGO,
Diabetes-Free World, at the
Sidhpeeth Dandiswami Mandir
here on Sunday.
Renowned eye surgeon Dr
Ramesh, rheumatologist
Dr Vikas Gupta, ENT consultant
Dr Sandeep Sharma provided
free consultation to the patients.
Later, a poster of a film, "know
your numbers", was released.
Besides conducting free blood
glucose and neuropathy tests,
diet charts and lifestyle modification guidelines were given to
the patients along with free medicines.
Patients were urged to make
walking and bicycling a habit in
their lives.
Dr Surinder Gupta of the
Diabetes-Free World, while
interacting with the patients,
said that their organisation had
been striving hard since 2003 to
control the spread of lifestyle disorders such as obesity/smoking/alcohol and drug abuse and
diabetes by holding free camps
for patients.

being witnessed every day in the
afternoon, he said.
Grewal said that there was
some problem with the 66 kV line
supplying power from the Lalton
power grid due to which unscheduled cuts have been witnessed for
some time.
However, the problem had
now been resolved and the power
supply had been streamlined,
added the chief engineer.
‘ROLL BACK TARIFF
HIKE OR FACE
AGITATION: FICO CHIEF
Kular said that the industry
would not launch any agitation if
the government was ready to talk
and roll back the recent power
tariff hike.
But if the hike was not rolled
back, then they would be
forced to launch an agitation
and they would talk to all industrial organisations to join the
agitation, he said.

Canada visa promise: P’kula agent
dupes Ludhiana man of ₹4.5 lakh
HT Correspondent
n

n

›

There was some
problem with 66 kV
Lalton power grid due
to which cuts were
witnessed. However,
problem had been resolved
now and the power supply
is regular.

GURMEET SINGH KULAR, FICO chief

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
PANCHKULA: A 40-year-old immi-

gration agent has been booked for
allegedly duping a Ludhiana man
of ₹4.5 lakh on the pretext of sending him Canada, said police on
Sunday.
According to the officials, complainant Simranjeet Singh Dhatt,
30, a resident of Sheikhupura
village, in Ludhiana told the
police that last month he submitted his documents with the
accused identified as Harpreet
Singh to process his visa for
Canada.
Dhatt alleged that the accused
then asked him to meet at a restaurant in Sector 9, Panchkula,
on May 8 to talk about the process. “I went there with my
brother Baljot Singh and Harpreet transferred ₹1,000 from my
mobile phone to an advocate and
asked my brother to go to high
court handing him ₹500 for stamp
papers,” the complainant said.
Dhatt further alleged that the
accused then took his ATM card,
asking him the pin code and
handed over it to another person
citing that his bank mini statement is required for transferring
funds.
“He then transferred ₹3 lakh
from my bank account and with-

ludhiana
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THREE BOOKED FOR CHEATING
SIRSA MAN OF ₹7.7 LAKH
HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA: The police have

booked three people for
allegedly duping a Sirsa
(Haryana) resident of ₹7.7
lakh on the pretext of securing a government job for
him.
Those booked have been
identified as Gursewak
Singh, his brother Kuldeep
Singh and Amandeep Singh
of Ganganagar of Rajasthan.
The Division number 5
police have registered a case
under sections of 420 (cheating) and 120-B (criminal
conspiracy) of the IPC fol-

drew ₹1.2 lakh through the ATM
card. He also transferred ₹55,000
to another man through my
phone,” Singh told the police.
Investigating official, assistant
sub-inspector, Partap Singh said
that the complainant also alleged
that his iPhone and ATM card
was taken by the accused.

lowing a complaint by victim Rajesh Kumar, 30.
Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Malkit Singh, investigating the case said that the
accused and the victim were
working in a same office in
the Feroze Gandhi market.
The ASI said that the
accused lured Rajesh that
they could secure a job for
him in the State Bank of
India and managed to get
₹7.7 lakh from. He said
Rajesh made the payment in
instalments but, after getting the money, the accused
escaped to Rajasthan. The
police have launched a manhunt for the arrest of the
accused.

“We are investigating all the
aspects and have booked Harpreet Singh in the matter,” he
added.
A case was registered under
Sections 406 (criminal breach of
trust) and 420 (cheating) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at Sector
5 police station.

220 kV power grid substation
coming up on Ladowali road
harvinder.kaur@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: To avoid the situation

LUDHIANA: The PSPCL has decided

of a power grid failure, that leads
to major breakdowns of power
during peak summer, the Punjab
State Power Corporation Limited (Central zone), is coming up
with a new 220 kilovolts (kV)
power grid substation on the
Ladowali road here at a cost of
₹15 crore.
Currently, the Ludhiana East
and West circles have eight
power grid substations of 220 kV,
84 of 66 kV, 77 of 66 kV (independent connections).
Their feeding point is 400 kV
power grid substation in Lalton
Kalan.
GPS Grewal, chief engineer,
PSPCL (central), said the new
grid substation would get its supply from 400 kV grid substation
in Nakodar so that there was no
increase in power load on the
main grid substation in Lalton
Kalan.
“In 2017, due to the overloading of the main grid substation in
Lalton Kalan, Ludhiana had to
experience a power breakdown
for 8 to 9 hours. To avoid a similar situation this year, a new grid
has been built by the department,” said Grewal.
Due to the overloading of the
Lalton Kalan grid substation on
May 6, 2017, the failure of substation of 66 KV, catering to various
areas, got affected leading to a
breakdown of power in many
areas.
"The work on the new grid
substation is at its last stage and
will be operationalised in July,"

to upgrade its power supply and
transmission infrastructure in
some of the city's densely populated areas at a cost of ₹65 crore.
“Since the work also involves
construction work, the department has decided to outsource
the work. We recently floated a
tender for the same," said PSPCL
(Central zone) chief engineer DPS
Grewal.
The official said since the augmentation work would also
involve the disconnection of
power supply of a particular area
during the day, the department
has decided to start the project
after October.
“Power cuts during this sweltering heat will not be acceptable
to the public, which is why the
department has decided to start
the work after October when
weather is comparatively
cooler," he said.
“While majority of hanging
wires are those for internet or
cable TV connections and the
problem of hanging wires on the
part of the power department has
been resolved to a large extent,
but even then we continue to
receive complaints from residents.
That’s why we have included
the work of resolving the problem
of loose and dangling wires under
this project,” he said.
Dangling wires from transformers, especially in densely
populated areas, have been a
threat to the residents for a long
HTC
time.
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The substation will get supply from 400 kV substation in Nakodar
to avoid load on the main Lalton Kalan substation.
HT FILE PHOTO

›

Ludhiana had a
power breakdown for
8 to 9 hours in 2017. A new
power grid is being built to
avoid such situation.
GPS GREWAL, chief engineer

he added.
The Ladowali road substation
will cater to areas such as Hambra village, Nurewal village,
South City, Chaura Bazaar,
Transport Nagar and the areas
adjoining the DC complex.
Integrated Customer care
centre at Focal Point
To address both billing and
non-billing complaints of customers, the PSPCL (Central)
recently started an Integrated

Customer Care Centre at
Focal Point.
The pilot project of PSPCL
Central is aimed at registering
and resolving all the non-power
supply-related complaints,
grievances, and service requests
pertaining to wrong billing,
replacement of defective or
burnt metres, security update,
disconnection on request and
cases of providing benefits of
concessional units to weaker
sections etc. Pertinently, the
request for a new connection will
not be addressed at this centre.
“Currently, the registration
and resolution of supply-related
complaints are being carried out
through single ‘1912' telephone
number, but for the area falling
under the Focal Point Division,
the same number can be used for
all kinds of complaints related to
power," a PSPCL official said.

250 undergo free
eye check-up, 35
others operated

Meditation, yoga exercises
can reduce stress: Expert

LUDHIANA: As many as 250 people

HT Correspondent

underwent free eye check-up,
while nearly 35 others got operated during a free eye check-up
camp conducted at the Shifali
International School, Rahon
Road, on Sunday.
The camp was organised by
the Lions Club of Sankara Eye
Hospital.
Free medicines and food was
also distributed to the patients
during the event.
Club president Gurdial Singh
and project director Amarjot
Singh were present on the
occasion.
HTC

FREE MEDICINES AND
FOOD GIVEN TO PATIENTS
DURING THE CAMP

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

UDHIANA: A session on stress

management was organised by
the Chamber of Industrial and
Commercial Undertakings
(CICU) at the CICU Skill Development Centre, Gill Road. Representatives of National Urban
Livelihoods Mission (NULM),
industry and students attended
the session. The thought-provoking session was conducted by
Vaneera Garg from the Art of
Living.
She is an expert in taking
motivational classes and human
energy channelling processes
with meditation and yoga/spiritual methods.
She explained in detail the
reasons of stress in people’s

lives, remedial methods and
techniques to control and reduce
stress significantly.
She also explained that how
stress could cause a number of
diseases such as hypertension,
heart attacks, depression, frustration and serious mental and
physical disorders.
It also reduces one’s productivity and quality of work as well
as healthy relationships with
family and society.
She also explained the importance of channelling human
energy for better performance
and life.
She explained how meditation
and yoga exercises could do
wonders in this respect.
CICU president Upkar Singh
Ahuja and general secretary
Pankaj Sharma talked about sev-

Three dog bite cases in 24 hours
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: There seems to be no

let-up in dog bite cases here.
During the past 24 hours, three
dog bite incidents were witnessed. In the latest incident on
Sunday, a stray dog attacked an
eight-year-old boy in Machhiwara.
The boy was identified as
Rohit, a resident of a migrant
colony in Balli Beg village of
Machhiwara.
He was bitten when he was
playing at a shrine located in the
village.
According to eyewitness,
suddenly a stray dog appeared

n

The Jagraon bridge project has already missed two deadlines.

HT PHOTO

Completion of Jagraon bridge
expected to miss deadline again

GROCERY STORE
OWNER HELD
FOR DRUG
PEDDLING
LUDHIANA:A 34-year-old man was

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : With the Jagraon

bridge construction project
expected to miss the June 30
deadline again, members of different non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are crying foul
over the failure of the administration and the Railways in completing the project on time. The
previous deadline was March 31.
Residents said that they
would be forced to observe the
third death (closure) anniversary of the bridge on July 14,
2016, as the bridge was closed to
traffic on this date. Last year, the
authorities had assured that the
residents would not have to
observe the third death anniversary of the bridge, but the
project, most likely, will miss the
deadline again and would not be
completed by July 14.
Social activist Gurpal Grewal
said that the project was going on
at a slow pace.
It was due to the lackadaisical

approach of the construction
company, the administration
and the Railways that residents
were at the receiving end due to
long traffic jams in the scorching
heat, he said.
A member of NGO, Sambhav,
Rahul Verma, said that the
project would surely miss the
deadline and the authorities had
failed to keep their promise.
Their NGO would not observe
the death anniversary at the site,
but it was saddening that the
project had still not been completed, he said. Earlier, residents had observed two death
anniversaries of the bridge by
holding protests.
Member of Parliament (MP)
Ravneet Bittu had also been
monitoring the progress of the
work, but the project was still
expected to miss the deadline.
Before the Lok Sabha elections,
Bittu had even accused the BJP
of delaying the project deliberately, so that the Congress government was blamed for the
delay.

Deputy commissioner (DC)
Pradeep Agrawal said that the
work was going on and he would
only be able to comment on the
deadline after having a review
meeting with the Railways and
the municipal corporation(MC)
authorities.
The MC had to expand the
approach road, which leads to
the Durga Mata Mandir from the
Jagraon bridge to match the
width of the ROB, which is being
expanded from 7.5 metres to 10.5
metres. The tender for the
project has already been floated.
Earlier, in July 2016, the Railways had closed one leg of the
bridge, leading to disturbance in
the traffic movement, following
which, residents pressurised the
administration to expedite the
work on the bridge.
After waiting for over oneand-a-half years , the construction company, hired by the Railways, had started the work. But
the work was still incomplete
even though several deadlines
have been missed.

arrested with 150 grams of heroin
by a unit of a special task force
(STF) on Saturday evening.
The accused has been identified as Khushwinder Singh, 34, a
resident of Mohalla Bhagwan
Nagar of the Tibba area, who runs
a grocery store. He had concealed
the contraband in his backpack.
The STF unit in-charge inspector Harbans Singh stated that the
accused was arrested during a
special checking near Subhash
Nagar and that he had been
involved in drug peddling for
almost a year. Khushwinder procured heroin from an Amritsarbased smuggler whom we are still
attempting to arrest, he added.
Khushwinder Singh told the
police that the comfortable lifestyle of one of his friends, who is
involved in the drug trade, influenced him to get involved in the
trade.
A case under Section 61 (punishment for Contravention in
relation to psychotropic substances) and Section 85 of the NDPS
Act has been registered.
HTC

Upgrade of power
supply network in
densely populated
areas from Oct

Harvinder Kaur
n
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ON SATURDAY, A
9-YEAR-OLD BOY AND
AN ELDERLY WOMAN
HAD FALLEN VICTIM
TO CANINE ATTACKS
and attacked the boy. Passersby
intervened and chased the dog
away. The boy suffered at least
10 dog bite wounds all over his
body.
Rohit was rushed to a hospital, where he is undergoing
treatment.
On Saturday, a 9-year-old boy
and an elderly woman had
fallen victim to a canine attack.

Doctors, hospital
staff donate blood

The boy, identified as Jatin,
was accompanying his mother
when he was attacked by a stray
dog at the civil hospital.
He said that he was standing
with his mother when suddenly
a stray dog attacked him and bit
him on his thigh.
Later, during evening,
Suman Rani, 65, a resident of
Joshi Nagar, was attacked when
she was visiting the house a
maidservant.
Rani said that the dog bit her
leg, when she was walking in the
street.
n

eral factors contributing to
stress. “It can be due to work,
family circumstances, personal
habits and attitudes and interaction with the people surrounding
us. It has a negative effect on our
work efficiency, health and relationships with our nears and
dears and colleagues, etc,” said
Ahuja and Sharma.
Ahuja said the session aimed
at enlightening the participants
of better behaviour and communication skills resulting in happiness in their lives.”
CICU director NK Gupta, who
coordinated the programme,
expressed his deep gratitude to
Vaneera Garg for sharing her
knowledge and expertise in a
very simple and understandable
way for the benefit of the participants.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR : Sixty-four units of

blood were donated during a
blood donation camp held at Parmar Hospital on Sunday. The doctors and staff of the hospital and
Gharr club members donated
blood. A civil surgeon, Dr HN
Sharma, inaugurated the camp.
Speaking on the occasion,
Sharma said he will wholeheartedly support the cause in the
future as well. Parmar Hospital
director Dr RS Parmar said the
hospital has been holding such
camps for the last five years.

7-year-old Rohit under
treatment at a hospital in
Machiwara on Sunday. HT PHOTO

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043
TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090
WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555
CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

13005
12014
12242

CIVIC HELPLINES

12716

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n MC’s fogging facility – 0161-277-1499
n MC helpline number (water supply, sewerage,
roads, streetlights and other complaints)
– 0161-274-8412
n MC’s toll-free helpline - 1800-1800-024
n MC’s flood control room - 0161-2749120
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

RAILWAY HELPLINES
n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE
DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am
01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241
12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar) 05:50am
Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm
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htreaders’take

debate of
the week
CHANDIGARH
UT STATUS

NET LOSS

Cut down on ‘net’ losses

HOW DO WE WEAN
CHILDREN FROM
TECH ADDICTION?

PROMOTE TECH-FREE LIVES Many readers think parents should first reduce their screen time and spend quality time with their
children, suggesting that parents should encourage outdoor activities, take children on vacations, monitor net surfing and ask children
to read books, some opine that kids should keep themselves updated about technological advancements in this competitive world

Are you as parents worried about
the time your child is spending on
the internet? Should parents lead
the way on drawing the line, while
encouraging kids to engage more
with the real world.

readeroftheweek

PROMOTE
MEDIA LITERACY

Illustration: BISWAJIT DEBNATH/HT

DON’T USE PHONES
IN FRONT OF KIDS
Every parent is worried about the
tech-addiction of their children.
Though the use of the internet for
information is useful as it is fast and
we can obtain data on a variety of topics, parents must fix the time limit
with a secret eye on our child, while
they use the net. Parents should take
children to outdoor or indoor stadiums and inculcate the spirit of fitness
and value of time. Also, at the end of
the month, trips should be planned to
places from where children can learn
about cultural, historical, political and
geographical importance of different
places. Social instinct must be infused
in children so that they learn the
importance of human relations and
become environment-friendly. This
way, their energy will be used towards
a positive direction and to build a
healthy society. Also, parents being
role- models for their children, must
refrain using the gadgets in front of
them and give them ample care.
GPS Grewal, Kartar Singh
Sarabha Nagar

DISCOURAGE USE OF
PHONE WHILE EATING
In this world of cutthroat competition,
children should be taught time management at an early age. Parents
should encourage children to read
books and newspapers to increase
their general knowledge and have
command over languages. Parents
should ask children to spend at least
minimum half an hour for physical
exercises. Parents should also keep a
tab on the internet usage of children
and they should not share their wifi
passwords with minors. Parents
should discourage the use of phones
while having meals.
Vikas Sharma, Kitchlu Nagar

SUPERVISE USE OF INTERNET
Childhood plays an important role in
moulding an individual’s personality,
which is why it becomes crucial for
parents to ensure that children get a
healthy environment for their physical, emotional and mental growth.
While it is quite challenging for them
to keep children away from technology as even some of the schools have
started giving assignments on the net,
parents can at least fix the time-frame
when their children are allowed to use
the internet under their supervision.
Limited and supervised use of the
internet will only help students learn
new things.
Ramneet Kaur, Krishna Nagar

USE PARENTAL-CONTROL
FEATURE
At a time when children are outpacing

their parents when it comes to using
technology and devices, stopping them
from using it all together is near
impossible, but there are many things
that a child can do on the internet that
can lead to trouble. People should use
parental-control feature to block
internet access for the portion of when
they are not available such as when
they are at their workplace. Currently, most parents whose children
are at school are using the parental
control system on their internet module which is really
helpful.
Gagandeep Gill,
Aggar Nagar

TAKE CHILDREN FOR VACATIONS
Students are becoming more and more
prone to staying indoors and they
don’t like mixing with the outside
world. They spend most of their time
sitting in front of their play stations,
televisions and playing games on
smartphones. In a way, parents are
responsible for this emerging behaviour. In order to prevent them from
relying heavily on technology, the parents have to take a stride towards making them love nature. Taking them on
vacations to hill stations and spending
more time with them can be best way
to keep children connected to the real
world.
Vikas Gupta, Model Town

BECOME ROLE MODELS FOR KIDS
The problem is never at one end. If
children are at fault, parents are to be
blamed equally. A common example, if
parents need to shop in peace, they
hand over their phones to their children and let him play. Instead, they
can give children some handy mind
games to play. Moreover, parents too
are addicted to the internet and before
the child is able to react properly, he
has his photos all over the social media
and then he proceeds to do the same. In
today’s competitive times, parents
cannot keep kids away from technology because technology is required for
development of the child but parents
can play a role in teaching their children the right use of technology.
Gursimar Middha, via email

ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO
FOLLOW THEIR PASSION
In today’s digitally-fueled times, parents should guide their children in the
real as well as virtual world. World
Health Organisation (WHO) has
recently listed gaming addiction as a
disease. To engage children for physical activities, parents should let children follow their hobbies and passion.
Children should play outdoor games
with their friends and interact with
nature.
Prabhneet kaur, Model Town
Extension

INCULCATE HABIT OF READING

SPEND TIME WITH CHILDREN

Books are the best companion a person
can have. They help in building a good
personality and are also the best recreational medium. Every month, parents should take their children to the
library and gift them books on special
occasions. In addition to this, parents
can teach their children about the
harmful effects of the excessive use of
gadgets on physical and mental
health. They need to keep a close tab
on the activities of their children. People can also engage children in sports
activities to instil a love for
games.
Rajinder Singh, Asha Puri

Tech-addiction is one of the major
problems faced by children these days.
It is extremely important to get children away from this as it will hinder
their holistic development. The most
important reason for this is lack of
quality time with parents. So it is vital
to take time out for children and participate with them in various outdoor
activities.
Aashna Taneja, via email

DESIGNATE TIME SLOTS FOR
CHILDREN TO PLAY IN PARKS
Children now engage in addictive
games such as PUBG. They do not play
outdoor games that is important for
physical fitness. There is hardly any
place for kids to play in the city
because of various restrictions on use
of parks. Roads are not safe and we just
put the blame on children that they
don’t go out and play. Specific timings
can be imposed so that children can
play freely or special sitting arrangements must be made for senior citizens
so they can sit peacefully.
Deepali, via email

experttake
LIMIT SCREEN TIME
Internet addiction is increasing alarmingly among children.
The screen time has increased and getting children to put
away their devices and engage in other activities has
become an uphill task for the parents. Parents need to set
appropriate boundaries. Usage of gadgets should not be
allowed in bedrooms at night. Video games and social
media should be avoided. Parents should avoid using
gadgets at home to set an example for children.
Ruchika Arora, educationist

APPRISE CHILDREN OF
ILL-EFFECTS OF TECH ADDICTION
Technology is a part of our lives now,
but the problem is that children are
getting addicted to mobile phones and
games. The parents should check if
phones and laptops were causing their
child to lose sleep. The important
thing for parents is being clear about
giving children a good night’s sleep.
Parents should motivate children for
outdoor activities, games and physical
exercise. They should educate children about the ill- effects of mobile
phone addiction.
Sangeeta Mehan, via email

PETS CAN KEEP KIDS BUSY
Children learn from their parents. If
parents have their eyes on screens all
the time, children will learn that the
non-stop viewing of devices is acceptable behaviour. Parents should put
their phones down while having meals
with children and spending time playing with them. Parents should find
excuses to play outdoor games with
children and engage with them in
board games, including chess, carrom
and ludo. Having a pet at home could
also help children away from mobile
phones.
Shikha Bhardwaj, via email

FOSTER PERSONAL BONDS
Children nowadays are attached to

technology at an early age. Parents
need to do things together that reduce
stress, create calm and foster personal
connection, even if it’s just taking a
walk outdoors. Parents use electronic
devices all day long, even when they
are supposedly spending time with
their children and children follow
them. Mobile phones have become
babysitters and it is common to the
lifestyle of urban population. Parents
should limit their screen time and
enforce rules consistently. Restricting
the use of mobile phones during meals,
before bedtime and during homework
could help.
Anoop Gupta, New Sarabha
Nagar

ENCOURAGE OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
Parents should limit the internet
usage of children and encourage them
to spend more time outdoors. Children
should be taken to parks and fields
where they can play. Parents should
understand the fact that they should
take part in outdoor activities with
their children. Problems such as obesity and low eyesight are increasing
among children among children due to
the excessive use of smartphones.
Prabhdeep Kaur, Model Town
Extension

KEEP TAB ON NET SURFING
Excessive use of everything is bad and
parents should understand that. Nowadays everything good or bad is available at one click. The children should
not be allowed free access to internet.
Use of mobile phones should be discouraged and children should be motivated to move out and play outdoor
games. The use of technology is important nowadays, but everything should
be done at a specific time. Children
should not be allowed to surf freely on
internet and parents should keep a
close eye.
Harpreet Singh, Model Town
Extension

DO NOT GIVE PHONES TO MINORS
The advancement in technology is
making us dependent to a huge extent.
Firstly, toddlers should not be provided with phones. Nowadays, if a
child cries, his or her mother gives her
phone to distract the child. Secondly,
parents should avoid getting a new
phones for minors. Thirdly, parents
and teachers must have an eye on the
regular activities of their child. Children must b kept away from social
media and parents must check their
phones once a week. Peer pressure
has an important role to play in tech
addiction and parents should help
children choose friends wisely. Family
gatherings should be arranged
frequently to keep children away from
loneliness.
Ekta kaur, via email

SPEND QUALITY
TIME WITH CHILDREN
Students are obsessed with latest
applications on the internet which
affect their health. Moreover, they are
slowly moving away from real world.
Parents should keep a tab on the applications their children use and for how
much time. Parents should encourage
their children to play more outdoor
games and read books. Parents should
spend quality time with their children

so that they become aware of right and
wrong.
Khushi Loomba, via email

ENCOURAGE INVOLVEMENT
IN TECH-FREE ACTIVITIES
The internet is by far the greatest technological wonder for the millennial.
Internet has its pros and cons.
Chatting on the internet enables people, including children, to communicate concealing their identity. It is a
threat to children, putting them at the
risk of exploitation.The use of the
internet is increasing day by day
reducing inter-personal connections.
Such use of the internet leads to
reduced concentration levels. Parents
should make their children aware of
the realities of life. There must be a
fixed time frame for the children to use
smartphones.The habit of reading
should be inculcated in the children
right from the beginning so that they
make books their best acquaintances.
Manmeen Kaur, Urban Estate,
Dugri

GO ON VACATIONS
The issue of tech addiction among children is very serious. Instead of handing over mobile to children, parents
play games that enhance the holistic
development of children. Parents
should play with their children outdoors. Families should visit friend and
relatives on holidays to strengthen
inter-personal bonds.
Mahesh Chander, Model Town

KEEP COMPUTERS
IN LIVING ROOMS
Parents should express their love
towards children. Parents should ask
children to maintain a journal of their
screen time and set reasonable rules.
Parents should not show their
authority or punish children. children
should use smartphones an hour per
night after homework, with free extra
weekend hours. Computers should be
kept in common living spaces.
Tarlochan Singh, via email

ENCOURAGE LIBRARY VISITS
Children spend excessive time operating mobile phones, using the internet,
playing games and social media apps,
without knowing the impact on their
health. It can be avoided with appropriate measures and attention from
parents .They are mentors and children copy their behaviour. It is difficult to devote adequate time to children but gadget addiction can be gotten rid of by setting boundaries and
educating them on the importance of
physical activity.Enrol them in summer camps and keep them involved in
activities such as cooking, dancing,
drawing, painting, swimming and
reading.
Rahul Arora, Raseela Nagar

PARENTS SHOULD SET EXAMPLE
It seems nowadays, children are born
with prior knowledge of technology.
They spend maximum time on the
internet because their parents do the
same. So it will be very difficult for
children to leave this habit and devote
the same time on some other activities.
Parents should set an example by limiting their screen times and indulging
in physical activities.
SS Utreja, South City

The constant use of the internet by
children has become a cause of worry
for parents.They are addicted to
technology and spend most of their
time staring at mobile phones or tabs.
This addiction has found its way into
social issues connected to cyber
bullying, adult websites and links to
violent videos resulting in several
unfortunate incidents. Previously,
children learnt social values interacting
with family members, teachers and
relatives where they felt encouraged
and developed a sense of belonging
and capability. Nowadays, they prefer
spending time on social media or
playing games resulting in social
cut-off and a stage comes when they
become irritable and develop a
negative perception towards their
parents and society, thus diminishing
their three-dimensional personality
development. Parents need to
encourage children to spend more time
playing outdoor games. They need to
educate them regarding the legal
implications of misusing social media
apps such as Facebook and WhatsApp
which can lead to stringent punishment. Above all parents should be
strict with their children when it comes
to the misuse of technology and they
must understand the after effect,
before things get out of
hand.
Harpreet Sandhu, via email

COMMUNICATE WITH CHILDREN
AND LISTEN TO THEIR ISSUES
Loneliness is a major problem these
days.Children feel alone while sitting
at home while studying and to escape
from it, they surf the internet or play
games online. It is a major issue and
instead of putting unnecessary pressure, parents should give their children space to express themselves.
They should start listening to them
and foster a friendly environment at
home.
Jaspreet Singh, Bathinda

PROMOTE YOGA AND MEDITATION
Providing mobile phones and gadgets
to children leads to aggressive behaviour in the future.Yoga and meditation
can help them attain calmness and
strong will-power which would ultimately keep them away from
tech-addiction. We should inculcate
the habit of reading and playing outdoor games in them from a young age.
This will keep them away from
technology. Also, parents should
fix the time-frame on the use of
gadgets.
Bavanjot Singh, Dugri

TURN OFF SOCIAL
MEDIA NOTIFICATIONS
With the advent of the 21st century,
media has changed and shown tremendous impact on the day to day routine of all age- groups. There are several tricks to rid children of their
addiction to technology. From gradual
transitions to replacement activities,
this addiction can be checked by turning off social media notifications,meditating or concentrating on other work
and fixing times for responding and
posting.
Khushboo singla, via email

ENCOURAGE STUDENTS
TO TAKE PART IN SPORTS
Parents are the ones who have to take
care of this habit.They should start
with themselves and not use phones in
front of children, instead, they should
spend time with them for sports,
games and outdoor activities.They
should encourage them to use the
internet for studies or moral
value-based education at fixed times
under their guidance. Further delay
may result in under-performance in
studies and mental health
diseases.
Parvinder Singh, via email

INCULCATE HABIT OF
READING AMONG CHILDREN
Internet is not abominable, but its
overuse is. A great deal of time is spent
on the internet by children, which
should have been spent on physical
activity, study, reading and talking to
elders instead. Before a suitable
age, they should not be provided with
their own mobile phones and contact
numbers. Parents should encourage
them to take part in productive
activities such as sports and reading.
In school, students should be educated
on the right use of technology.
Inderpal Singh, Basti Jodhewal
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‘I CAN
RELATE A
LOTTO
KAPILSIR’

PHOTO: ERRIKOS
ANDREOU

Actor Ranveer Singh says
his intensity for cinema
and acting is the same as the
ex-Indian cricket captain’s
passion for the sport

Prashant Singh
n cricketing parlance, he is in
a sublime form and is
constantly hitting the ball out
of the park. After all, Ranveer
Singh has witnessed successes
as well as praises for his backto-back outings in Padmaavat
(2018), Simmba (2018) and Gully
Boy. And now, the actor has,
quite literally, hit the field as he
shoots for Kabir Khan’s next,
’83, based on Indian cricket
team’s famous victory at the
1983 World Cup. “Right now, I
am very happy because I am
getting to do what I love the
most [playing diverse parts],”
says Ranveer, as he talks about
playing the ex-Indian captain
Kapil Dev on screen, and being
on a roll at the box office.
Excerpts:

I

Right now, you are busy portraying
Kapil Dev. Are you finding it
difficult or challenging?
Yes, it’s very challenging. He
has a very distinct manner of
speaking, besides having a
unique and difficult bowling
action. Everyone — from
Balwinder Sandhu [excricketer] sir, Kapil sir to all
the current and former
cricketers that I have
interacted with — has given a
thumbs-up to my batting

technique. Toh woh theek hai
but the characterisation is
difficult. In terms of my look,
we have spent close to 100 plus
hours. Kabir sir wants to make
sure that it doesn’t look
caricaturish, or mimicry of the
[real] players. You should be
convincing, which means that
through all the distinctive
traits of Kapil Dev that I’d
imbibe, logon ko meri bhi ek
jhalak dikhayi de.

And you seem to have struck a
great rapport with Kapil Dev…
To start with, I feel I can really
relate a lot to Kapil sir because
whenever he speaks —
especially about cricket and the
1983 victory story — he speaks
with such passion that it really
consumes him. I feel the same
passion for cinema and the
craft of acting. So, there’s no
straight answer to whether it’s
easy or difficult. There are a
few things that are coming
more easily than others. But
overall, yes, it is very difficult.
Finding the right balance of
how much Kapil Dev to become
or transform into, is proving to
be a great challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
Indian team’s victory at the 1983
World Cup has arguably been the

most important sporting event for
the country. So, are you feeling an
extra sense of responsibility and
pressure?
For me, the main thing is that
the players whose story we are
telling should be proud that we
celebrate their achievement in
the best possible manner. They
should watch it and feel,
‘hamari kahaani sahi se
dikhayi hai film mein’. That’s
of paramount importance. The
entire film team knows that the
responsibility is on us that it
must be done right. Those
people and their stories are
great, but it’s up to us to justify
those legends and their
legendary status. If it was an
epic win, we’ve to make an epic
film, too. And I am aware that
it’s a big-ticket film with a big
budget and mounting.
For you, ’83 comes after back-toback successes like Padmaavat,
Simmba and Gully Boy. Do you feel
content about it?
Yes, it’s a very blessed time.
Over a period of time, I have
evolved and matured as a
person. I have grown into the
kind of person who is not result
oriented. So, I am not focused
on the result or the verdict. For
me, it’s about the process. In
Padmaavat, I got to explore my
dark side, while Simmba had

me in a flamboyant avatar. And
Gully Boy gave me an
opportunity to explore a very
real but hidden dimension of
my personality. All these
processes have been very
fulfilling, also due to the
diversity in all of them. And
now, I am following it up with a
very different experience — an
out-and-out sports film.

How did it all start? How did you
come on board for ’83?
One day, Kabir sir called me
and said, ‘I have a film for you’.
And when sir revealed that he
was making a film on the 1983
World Cup victory, I was very
happy and said, ‘it’s great that
someone is finally telling such
an inspirational story [on
screen]’. I was born in 1985, so
we always knew it was a great
story of our sporting history
about absolute legends. But
actually, the real story is about
who these team members were,
how the world looked at them
as ‘nothing’ and no one
believed in them at all.
However, a young, crazy
Haryanvi man [Kapil Dev],
who was India’s captain at the
age of 24, came in and changed
the team’s mindset, galvanised
them, and made them world
champions.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Fringe fever eclipses resort wear
Manish Mishra
hat is it about the allure
of fringes that even the
most cynical fashion
junkie falls for it hook, line and
sinker? This resort season,
statement-making, tactile
tassels have been seen
accenting dresses, gowns and
pantsuits in the showcase of
labels like Oscar de la Renta,
Gucci and Emilio Pucci.
Balmain has showcased
shoulder grazing dangler
fringe earrings and Michael
Kors has sent out bags trimmed
with giant tassels. In India, the
likes of actor Janhvi Kapoor
have been spotted in ensembles
by designers Falguni and
Shane Peacock, who’ve given
the classic fringe a modern
twist. At the Met Gala, too,
Naomi Scott cut a fine figure in
a metallic tasselled Burberry
ensemble. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
says, “Fringes add instant glam
and movement to every outfit
which brings out the
sensuality. I love the tougher
grunge rock vibe this time.”
The reason for the
recurrence of this trend is that
it’s not weather specific; it’s a

W

detail that can possibly be
added to outfits that are
pertinent to any season. Also,
they can take any form,
whether its leather to yarn, or
denim to metallic. Given all
this, it’s really making its
mark.
Designer Arpita Mehta says,
“Doing a fringe in a monotone
sets the best fashion
statement, add accents
with a feminine fringe
hemline, and you can also
flaunt some stylish fringe
heels or jazz things up with
tassel jewellery.”
Tassels and fringes can
be added on the hem of the
sleeves and dupattas if one
doesn’t want to be too out
there. “You can go all out
by wearing a dress filled
with fringes all over it
or can go in a minimal
way by just using it
for sleeves,
hemlines or
rope-ties,” says
Swapna
Anumolu,
founder of
Mishru.
n manish.mishra@
htlive.com

Janhvi Kapoor in Falguni
& Shane Peacock (far
left), Resort 20 looks
from Pucci and Balmain
PHOTOS: NSTAGRAM/
FALGUNISHANEPEACOCKINDIA,
INSTAGRAM/
EMILIOPUCCI,INSTAGRAM/
OLIVIER_ROUSTEING

The stage is set for these
directors’ comeback

Mahesh
Bhatt

Juhi Chakraborty
omeback is a word that
piques interest and
garners immediate
attention. And in the months to
come, some much-loved
directors are all set to return at
the helm of affairs. Mahesh
Bhatt, Rajkumar Santoshi,
Mahesh Manjrekar and
Priyadarshan — these filmmakers have been missing in
action for quite a number of
years and in Bhatt’s case the
gap has been 20 years. So, their
return to films is being highly
anticipated by the audience,
hence proving the saying,
‘absence makes the heart grow
fonder’.
Trade analyst Atul Mohan
points out, “They have an
incredible body of work and
they are great storytellers who
have made remarkable cinema.
The audience is looking
forward to seeing what kind of
story they are now going to
tell.”
Mahesh Bhatt’s last
directorial venture was
Kartoos in 1999 and many
thought that he has hung up his
boots because of his prolonged
absence. Hence, when he
decided to take the reins of
Sadak 2, a sequel to his 1991
film, Sadak, it took many by
surprise. His daughter Pooja
Bhatt, who starred in the
original, returns to the new
film along with Sanjay Dutt,
besides new entrants Alia
Bhatt and Aditya Roy Kapur.
Talking about why her
father decided to come back,

C
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Pooja says, “Certainly not the
desire to make a ‘comeback’.
One thing he reinstated in all of
us is not to suffer from a
masterpiece complex. Which is
why the film feels like a
homecoming and the first
schedule was truly an
environment where work felt
like play. Even Alia was struck
by how ‘easy’ the vibe was on
set. He always says that he is
more an assistant who assists
people to touch their peaks,
rather than a director who
imposes his limited vision.”
The return of another filmmaker, Rajkumar Santoshi,
whose resume includes films
such as Ghayal (1990), Damini
(1993), Andaz Apna Apna
(1994), The Legend of Bhagat
Singh (2002), Khakee (2004),
Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab Kahani
(2009), is also cause for cheer.
Santoshi, whose last stint as a
director was Shahid Kapoorstarrer Phata Poster Nikhla
Hero (2013). Santoshi is
currently filming his new film,
Bad Boy, starring newcomers
— Amrin and Mithun
Chakraborty’s youngest son

ou will see a lot of me, on
screen, this year,” says
Karan Singh Grover with a
smile. He is thrilled that other
than a digital show, and two
films — Firrkie and Aadat
Diaries — he will be seen on
television as well. The actor
returns to the small screen
after six years, with an ongoing
hit TV drama, where he will
play an older character
sporting a salt-and-pepper
hairdo. “Returning to TV feels
good. It is a big deal to be
playing an iconic role (in the
reboot of the original show),
which was earlier essayed by
Ronit Roy, and he had done a
fantastic job in the show.”
Karan became a teenage
icon with the TV medical
drama, Dill Mill Gayye, in 2007,
which ran for three years.
Then, in 2012, he starred in the
super hit romance drama,
Qubool Hai, in the role of an
intense lover and found
success. Karan reveals that he
was in talks for other TV shows
in the last couple of years but
nothing worked out because he
was “destined” for his
new serial.
Talking about his
love for television, he
says, “I started my acting
career with TV, so I am where I
am because of TV. It is the best
place to learn and be trained as
an actor. The amount of love
you get on TV is unbelievable.
You entertain and reach out to
so many people on a daily basis,
and for an actor that’s a high.
Also, the money is good on this
medium as you work every
day. Moreover, these days, TV
serials have huge budgets and
great production value,” says
Karan, admitting that usually
the never-ending storylines are
a deterrent for most actors to
work in TV shows. “If there is

Y

ctor Chris Pratt and
author Katherine
Schwarzenegger exchanged
vows on Saturday during an
intimate ceremony in
Montecito, California,
sources told People
magazine. “You can tell
today is the happiest day
for Katherine. She hasn’t
stopped smiling. And Chris
seems giddy with
excitement,” revealed an
PTI
insider.

A

Bollywood film was Rangrezz
which released in 2013, and
now, he is also set to come back
to helming duties with Hera
Pheri 3. Actor Suniel Shetty,
who stars in the film franchise,
recently said, “Talks are on
with Priyadarshan for the third
part. It should happen by the
end of the year. There is a lot of
discussion around it.”
But is it difficult to get into
the groove immediately after
such a long break? Pooja says
that in her father’s case it was
“Like a fish to water and a bird
to the sky.”
Echoing similar sentiment,
Sajid adds, “It’s not a sport that
if you don’t play, you will lose
touch. There is no expiry date
to creativity.”
In conclusion, trade analyst
Joginder Tuteja says that the
return of these film-makers
evokes nostalgia for audiences.
“They have helmed cult films
and have a huge fan following.
The audiences are happy to see
them back in action and are
eagerly waiting to see their new
films.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ReturningtoTVfeelsgood,
saysKaranSinghGrover
Kavita Awaasthi

CHRIS PRATT AND
KATHERINE
SCHWARZENEGGER
GET MARRIED

Namashi.
On how Santoshi came on
board, producer Sajid Qureshi
says, “We approached him for
this film as he is a very talented
person and everybody knows
his work. We wanted to launch
newcomers [through this film]
and thought he was the best
person to do it. He has a lot of
experience and knows how to
execute things.”
Director Mahesh
Manjrekar, whose last Hindi
film was City Of Gold (2010), is
returning to Bollywood after a
sabbatical of eight years with
an upcoming film starring
Vidyut Jammwal. But in
between, he did direct a
number of Marathi films.
Talking about working with
the director, Vidyut had earlier
revealed, “Mahesh is an
extremely passionate person
who loves to make gangster
films. He has wanted to get
back in the Vaastav (1999) zone
since a long time and he has
finally got there. It is a
hardcore gangster film with an
intense romantic track.”
Priyadarshan’s last

no definite end to a story, it
could affect any creative
person who is creating content
for the said show every day for
years. Having said that, I would
happily play my new role,
whether it lasts for two
episodes or 200 episodes as it
is a fantastic role. I have
never played an older
character and I don’t have

reservations about playing
one either. Moreover, it doesn’t
get better than a chance to play
an iconic role on TV,” he
explains.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

I have never played an
older character and I
don’t have
reservations about
playing one either.
KARAN SINGH GROVER,
ACTOR

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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@ BIR BILL
ADVENTURE BREAK
EXOTIC LOCALES

FUN AND
EXCITEMENT

The 2nd edition of HT City Adventure Weekend
d
world’s best destination for the sport - Bir Billing.
h
went on an overnight road trip to experience th
being aii

A

dventure travel
beckons the
curious, the thrill
seeker, the
boundary
pusher. Adventure explorers
seek natural wonder, extreme
activities and remote
locations. The 2nd edition of
HT City Adventure Weekends
recently took twenty-six
adventure seekers from the
region on a journey to Bir and
Billing to experience the
exhilaration of paragliding.

The road trip included
motorcyclists and families
travelling in their cars/SUVs,
with some who especially
drove down from Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur, and Amritsar to
be a part of the 'high-flying'
trip.
Tucked away in the valleys
of Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh, the towns of Bir and
Billing are separated by a
mountain path of 14 kms; the
towns are practically
inseparable and always

referred to as one. The drive
from Bir to Billing makes the
adrenaline rush with each
hairpin bend that brings the
destination closer. The
paragliding takes off from the
edge of Billing, while the
landing happens at Bir. Bir
Billing is famous as the
paragliding capital of the
world. Bir is also famous for
its soulful Tibetan
monasteries set amidst scenic
and peaceful settings.
HT City Adventure

AVTAR SINGH & BABAN
Avtar Singh lives in Sunny Enclave,
Mohali. Avtar is a businessman by
profession and is obsessed with
bike riding, and his wife Baban
often accompanies him. He and
Baban have been to Shimla,
Kasauli, Kullu Manali, Mussoorie,
Rajasthan, and many more places
on their bike. Avtar says the trip to
Bir Billing organized by the
Hindustan Time was the most
special of all the trips they have
undertaken. He says, 'There were
many more people with us on this
trip; they were all new to us, but
we loved them very much. We
want that we get more
opportunities like this.'

SWINKLE SINGH &
RUCHI

MADHAV & PAYAL
AGGARWAL

Swinkle Singh and Ruchi run a
preschool in Ludhiana by the name of
Kreon Global. Swiinkle is a car
enthusiast and loves exploring new
places, meeting people and making
new friends. He and his wife were very
happy to be a part of the adventure
trip organized by the Hindustan Times.
The couple feels that the trip has given
them memories of a lifetime. They
eagerly look forward to be a part of
Hindustan Times adventure weekends
again.

Madhav Aggarwal who hails from
Amritsar, loves driving four
wheelers. He shares that his
Honda City is the one that gives
him the courage as well as
motivation to fulfill his passion
for travel. Palak Aggarwal, his
wife accompanied him on the trip,
and she always encourages him to
fulfill his love for wheels in any
and every possible way. Palak
said that the well organised trip
was a much-needed getaway from
routine life. 'Really looking
forward for more such
adventurous weekend plans from
HT', she says.

◗◗ Madhav’s birthday being celebrated at HT Adventure Weekends
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MEMORIES FOR
A LIFE TIME

d
ds was a road trip for paragliding to one of the
g. 26 of HIndustan Times’ readers from the region
h
he thrill of taking flight from top of the cliff and
iirborne.

BALVINDER SINGH

Balvinder Singh who is from
Omaxe Chandigarh, is always
passionate to visit places on bike or
on four wheels. Being 51 years old,
in India it's an age where people
generally go away from their
passion and forget their hobbies.
But he always finds an opportunity
to fulfill his passion. He read the
advertisement in HT for this
adventure trip, which
incidentally coincided with his
promotion at work and he
converted the occasion into an
opportunity to go for a bike ride
and to pamper himself in his own
style. He says that he has made
new friends and that the tour was
really fulfilling, enjoyable and
adventurous. Balvinder says.
'Thanks to team HT for wonderful
arrangements and their personal
touch to every member.'

YUVRAJ VERMA
Yuvraj Verma resides in
Chandigarh and is teaching in DAV
College and pursuing PhD. He has
been to Shimla, Kasauli, Amritsar
and Delhi on the bike, but the true
spirit of biking - he has experienced
with HT. He had come on the HT
City Adventure Weekends' maiden
ride that was to Heaven's Retreat
in Solan; the second was this one to Flyer's Paradise at Bir Billing.
Yuvraj says that he has always
loved driving his bike, but riding
gets a completely new meaning
when you travel to such beautiful
places with people who share the
same passion. He shares, 'Traveling
to Bir and taking part in
paragliding was really a dream
come true.'

Weekends getaway kicked off
early morning from
Chandigarh, with a halt at
Sarai Bharatgarh, Ropar Road
for breakfast, before taking off
for the drive ahead to
Palampur and Bir. Road to Bir
was filled with the exquisite
scenic beauty of the snowcapped mountains. It was
hard not to stand in awe and
enchantment with the beauty
in which nature expressed
itself. With excellent roads
and fair weather, travel to the
destination - Flyers Paradise,
Bir, was breeze. After the
seven-hour journey, the
participants were welcomed
to a seamless check-in at
Flyers Paradise, post which
everyone took an afternoon
siesta in their respective
well-appointed and plush
rooms, cottages, luxury
tents, and family rooms.
Evening was a time to
celebrate the good times
with the quintessential
kababs and Kingfisher beer.
Rishi Agarwal a participant
from Hoshiarpur held the
evening and charmed
everyone with his wit and
wisdom.
Next morning people took
the off-road trip to billing
which was marked with
mesmerizing views and
treacherous terrain. The
view from the top was
magnificent. Most of the
participants took-off for the
20-minute flight to land at
Bir. Post lunch the entourage
started back for
Chandigarh.

SARAI BHARATGARH - THE
STOPOVER

Sarai Bharatgarh where the HT City Adventure
Weekends' participants stopped over for
breakfast, is a picturesque property designed
to be with complete harmony with nature. It is
a European concept property in 5 acres with
lush green lawns and backdrop of Kikar forest.
Sarai Bharatgarhis ideally suited for day long
activity and team building exercises, for
corporate lunch/dinner, get togethers and
casual meetings. 'Wanderers' bar serves a
variety of beer & wines with 360 degree view
of garden. The all-day dining restaurant serves
a-la-carte & international food.

OFF-BEAT PROPERTY TO VISIT
NEAR PALAMPUR PUSHPANGAN

Good Vibes Hospitality Services (P) Limited
based in Chandigarh is a boutique hospitality
firm specialising in property management of
handpicked vacation homes, cottages and
villas for vacations for group of friends or
family. Pushpangan villa Ménage near
Palampur, Himachal Pradesh is one of their
signature properties, an idyllic vacation home

in the lap of the majestic Dhauladhar
mountains. They also offer the exciting option
of hiring bikes from them to explore the diverse
and scenic sites that the area has to offer. For
art enthusiasts, day trips to the pottery studio
at nearby Andretta and the famous Sobha
Sîngh art gallery come highly recommended.
Pushpangan is ideal for groups of 6-9 persons.

THE DESTINATION - FLYERS
PARADISE, BIR

Inspired by the thrill of military life, which so
far remains the most popular vacation around
Himachal Pradesh, Flyers Paradise is made for
the adventure loving travellers and has
replicated the vigour and adventure of a camp
life. The Flyers Paradise aims to provide the
best services to each and every client in terms
of accommodation, food, security etc. The staff
is committed to provide par excellent
hospitality which gives you a feeling of "Home
away from Home". The Colonel's Grill
restaurant of the hotel provides sumptuous
food with mouth watering taste, which all
clients are sure to talk about with others. The
hotel is located in Bir (Baijnath, Himachal
Pradesh) at a site which gives a panaramic
view of the valley. It has got a combination of
Deluxe rooms, Family rooms, Super deluxe
rooms, Cottages and Luxury tents.
Event Organised by

Beverage Partner
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Elizabeth Hurley: The British model and actor,
known for her role in films such as Bedazzled
(2000) and the TV show, Gossip Girl turns 54 today.

Keeping health-conscious people around
you will prove a good idea, as it will help
you maintain perfect health. Returns
from previous investments will keep
your bank balance brimming. An
overseas journey is indicated for those in
ARIES
business. Your performance at work will be
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
impressive enough to warrant appreciation
from the top. You have to bring some stability
into your family life by spending more time together.

Planning a vacation with family or friends
is a foregone conclusion, so expect a
scintillating time! Some delay is foreseen
in receiving money loaned to someone.
Those not happy with the present
professional set up will get the
TAURUS
opportunity of landing a lucrative job.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Some of you are likely to participate in a
fun-filled activity at home. Those in search for a
suitable accommodation may find luck favouring them.

Sticking to workout routine may appear as
a boon for you on the health front. Money
invested in a scheme is likely to give
excellent returns. Some of you may find
yourself at professional crossroads and
not know where to go. Meeting your
GEMINI
near and dear ones in a family gathering is
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
indicated and will prove most enjoyable. An
exciting journey awaits some. Ancestral
property may become a source of pride for you.

Control needs to be exercised on the health
front. Things begin to look up on the
financial front for some. Some of you
are likely to get a raise or increment.
A celebration on the family front may
keep you busy. A business trip is in the
CANCER
offing and, for you, turning it into a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
leisure trip is a foregone conclusion! Fine
performance on the academic front is likely to
catapult your morale to a new high.

Love Focus: Some of you are set to improve your love life, so expect a
great day on the love front.

Love Focus: Romantic thoughts may dominate your mind today and
prompt you to plan something with lover.

Love Focus: Lover may compel you to find time for love from your
busy schedule today, so make the most of it.

Love Focus: You may not agree with lover about something and
upset him or her today.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Navy Blue

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Previous investments will start giving
returns now. A favour done to someone in
your professional capacity is likely to be
returned. Someone who is not quite
happy with you will be won over by you.
A pilgrimage or a vacation is on the cards
LEO
and promises an enjoyable time.
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
Construction of a house or apartment is set
to get completed soon, despite delays. You may
find yourself in a position of advantage on the monetary front.

Someone’s advice is likely to work wonders
for your health. A good day is foreseen
for those playing the stocks. Some
spare time can be expected on the
professional front, so enjoy your heart
out! Acquiring new office premises or a
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
house is on the cards for some. Travelling
alone is not recommended on a long
journey. Investing in property is a step in the
right direction. Meeting someone who secretly adores you is possible.

You are likely to find yourself more
energetic and fit now, than before. You
can come to saving mode on the
financial front. Support of family will
encourage you to inch closer to your
objective on the professional front.
LIBRA
Meeting a childhood friend is possible,
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
but you may not get a chance to spend
much time together. Travelling with a group of
friends is indicated for some and will be loads of fun.

Exercise and workouts may become your
key to maintaining good health. You will
be able to get your money released that
is not being done on some grounds or
the other. Company of friends can keep
you happily engaged. You may need to
explain your point of view regarding an
issue on the family front, as it may not be
self-evident. Keeping your travel plan open to
change will help.

Love Focus: Tiff with lover cannot be ruled out on the romantic
front. But we wary of hurting sentiments with your words.

Love Focus: You will get the opportunity to get close to someone
you are secretly in love with.

Love Focus: Much happiness and fulfilment is foreseen on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Lover is likely to share your romantic mood today, so
expect romance to rock!

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Someone may initiate you into a fitness
routine. Adding to your wealth is
indicated, as you make the right
financial moves. Your popularity on the
professional front may suffer a setback
due to your own inaction. Shifting to a
SAGITTARIUS
better location is foreseen for some.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Vacation time is here and you can expect to
enjoy it to the hilt. Shifting to a new house is
possible, especially for those getting transferred.

Financially, you may need to conserve
money. Introducing some new procedure
or drawing a new policy for the
organisation is possible for some. Your
participation in a family function will be
much appreciated and praised. An outCAPRICORN
of-town leisure trip is possible for some
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
and promises much excitement. Chances of
taking possession of a house look bright. A
celebration will be underway, but it may fall below your expectations.

An outstanding payment is likely to be
received and end your financial woes.
Someone may become your role model
on the fitness front and get you back
into shape. Your brilliant performance at
work can become the talk of the town.
AQUARIUS
A fun trip with friends and cousins is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
envisaged for some. Plan a trip properly, if
you want to make it enjoyable. Don’t take up
any property issue today, as stars appear unfavourable.

Some of you will be able to complete the
paperwork for a home loan. Forgive and
forget may not be an option for a senior
for some wrongdoing committed by you
at work, so watch your step. You are
likely to make the family front most
PISCES
happening today by suggesting
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something exciting. This is a good time to
take a break by going on some holiday
destination. This is a good day for dealing in property.

Love Focus: This is an ideal day to implement ideas on the romantic
front, so go all out for it!

Love Focus: Some of you will successfully manage to take your
romance a step further.

Love Focus: A feeling of being loved and wanted will help
strengthen romantic bonds.

Love Focus: The search of those looking for a suitable match is finally
likely to end.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea for the 1993 film Darr was born
after Hrithik Roshan and Uday Chopra,
producer Yash Chopra’s son, saw Dead
Calm (1989).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3112
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

TOWER
D GOOS
EEEPD N
ISTTYW
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Wrote, goods, deepen, twisty
ANSWER: We carry within us the wonders we seek without us. Thomas Browne

Meera Deosthale

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/MEERA.DEOSTHALE

Itwasexhausting
beingadailysoap Palash wants to collaborate
bahu,saysMeera with Raftaar and Divine
Samarth Goyal

Juhi Chakraborty
he life of a television actor
is not a cakewalk —
behind all the glamour,
fame and money, lie several
hours of shooting and no
leaves. Meera Deosthale, who
is a very popular name on TV
all thanks to her former show
Udaan, shares a few insights
on what it meant to be a part
of daily soaps.
“I was playing the lead, so I
had to be there in all scenes.
There would be big sequences
and at times the shift would go
up to 16 hours. There were
days when we used to pack up
at 2am and be back on sets at

T

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

We carry within us the _________ we seek without us.
- Thomas Browne (7)

10am. I have also shot for
straight 23 hours, but I never
took one leave in the past
three years. As a TV actor,
you have to be fully
committed,” she says. Meera
goes on to add that she would
go to the sets even when she
was sick. “However, doctors
were called on the sets and
the production house would
help. You had to shoot
because you can’t say that
‘telecast nahi kar sakte
kyunki actor beemar hai’. I
would only get just a day or
two off, once or twice a
month,” she says.
But the actor is far away
from that life now, as she is
on a break. The 23-year-old
quit the show due to a leap
introduced in the story which
would have required her to
play mother to a 20-year-old.
“I have started zumba
classes, I’m working on
myself and planning trips.
The last three years I have
worked non-stop and didn’t
even take one vacation or
leave. I was so exhausted.
Now I have got some free
time. I do have some
meetings, let’s see what
works out,” Meera says.
n

t has been more than two
decades since the Palash
Sen-fronted pop rock band,
Euphoria, put themselves on
the music map with the
single, Dhoom Pichak. And
now, 21 years and several
line-up changes later, the
band is still fronted by the
Lucknow-born musician,
who insists that the band’s
music comes from an
“honest” place, which is why
he still feels relevant.
“I don’t consider myself,
or ourselves as pop stars. I
am a simple middle-class
man, who just likes to make
music. When we started all
those years ago in 1998, with
Dhoom Pichak, people liked
our kind of music, and felt it
was different. That’s what
the motive remains today as
well — to be original, and not
to copy anyone else. That’s
how one stays relevant,”
says Palash.
The video of the band’s
recent single, Saajna, in
collaboration with singer
Akriti Kakar, which is based
around the terrorist attack
in Pulwama (Jammu and
Kashmir) which claimed the
lives of more than 40 CRPF

I

soldiers, too, has been
received well by the masses.
“The song was never
made for Pulwama exactly.
It just happened. I was
moved by the story of a
CRPF soldier who was on
the bus that day and was
video-chatting with his wife,
when the blast took place. I
just wondered, what would
he have been talking about
to his wife, and that’s why I
decided to make a video
around that,” he says.
The 53-year-old is quite
excited by the “new wave of
artists” in the independent
circuit, and hopes the nonfilm music industry is
popular once again. “With
digital platforms, a lot of
musicians have been able to
create a fanbase. You look at
someone like Prateek
Kuhaad, who has done so
well with his non-film
music,” he says.
“I really like Raftaar and
Divine’s work as well. I
would love to collaborate
with them. Artists are not
just dependent only on
Bollywood to make a living. I
think that’s great, and
things can only get better
from here,” he adds.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV

Palah Sen
PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

The Hangover
at 1907

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 Dunkirk
1130 DC Superhero
Girls: Inter Galactic
Games
1304 I am Legend
1442 Mission Impossible
1657 Now You See Me
1907 The Hangover
2100 xXx: The State of
Union

Bharjari at 1700
1134 Mr Bechara
1415 Sangharsh aur Vijay
1700 Bharjari
2000 Power Unlimited
2230 Majboor

Cars at 1217

Dolphin Tale 2 at 1909

1041 Ice Age:
Continental Drift
1217 Cars
1425 Night At The Museum
1628 Lion King
1822 Bleeding Steel
2050 Avatar

1137 Blended
1339 The Master
1514 The Ring
1709 Inferno
1909 Dolphin Tale 2
2100 US Marshals

Heyy Baby at 1436

The Real Tevar
at 1219

0842 Yamlok
1134 Main Prem Ki
Deewani Hoon
1436 Heyy Baby
1725 Autonagar Surya
2000 Parmanu: The
Story of Pokharan
2231 Snake in the Eagle’s
Shadow

0921 Dildaar The Arya
1219 The Real Tevar
1517 Judaai
1733 Phool Bane Angaare
1854 Shaktishali No 1
2100 Surya The Soldier
0015 Shatir - The Gangster

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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‘I CAN
RELATE A
LOTTO
KAPILSIR’

Actor Ranveer Singh says
his intensity for cinema
and acting is the same as the
ex-Indian cricket captain’s
passion for the sport

PHOTO: ERRIKOS
ANDREOU

Prashant Singh
n cricketing parlance, he is in
a sublime form and is
constantly hitting the ball out
of the park. After all, Ranveer
Singh has witnessed successes
as well as praises for his backto-back outings in Padmaavat
(2018), Simmba (2018) and Gully
Boy. And now, the actor has,
quite literally, hit the field as he
shoots for Kabir Khan’s next,
’83, based on Indian cricket
team’s famous victory at the
1983 World Cup. “Right now, I
am very happy because I am
getting to do what I love the
most [playing diverse parts],”
says Ranveer, as he talks about
playing the ex-Indian captain
Kapil Dev on screen, and being
on a roll at the box office.
Excerpts:

I

Right now, you are busy portraying
Kapil Dev. Are you finding it
difficult or challenging?
Yes, it’s very challenging. He
has a very distinct manner of
speaking, besides having a
unique and difficult bowling
action. Everyone — from
Balwinder Sandhu [excricketer] sir, Kapil sir to all
the current and former
cricketers that I have
interacted with — has given a
thumbs-up to my batting
technique. Toh woh theek hai
but the characterisation is
difficult. In terms of my look,
we have spent close to 100 plus
hours. Kabir sir wants to make
sure that it doesn’t look
caricaturish, or mimicry of the
[real] players. You should be
convincing, which means that
through all the distinctive
traits of Kapil Dev that I’d
imbibe, logon ko meri bhi ek
jhalak dikhayi de.

Finding the right
balance of how much
Kapil Dev to become or
transform into, is
proving to be a great
challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
RANVEER SINGH, ACTOR
And you seem to have struck a
great rapport with Kapil Dev…
To start with, I feel I can really
relate a lot to Kapil sir because
whenever he speaks —
especially about cricket and the
1983 victory story — he speaks
with such passion that it really
consumes him. I feel the same
passion for cinema and the
craft of acting. So, there’s no
straight answer to whether it’s
easy or difficult. There are a
few things that are coming
more easily than others. But
overall, yes, it is very difficult.
Finding the right balance of
how much Kapil Dev to become
or transform into, is proving to
be a great challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
Indian team’s victory at the 1983
World Cup has arguably been the
most important sporting event for
the country. So, are you feeling an
extra sense of responsibility and
pressure?
For me, the main thing is that
the players whose story we are
telling should be proud that we
celebrate their achievement in
the best possible manner. They
should watch it and feel,
‘hamari kahaani sahi se
dikhayi hai film mein’. That’s

of paramount importance. The
entire film team knows that the
responsibility is on us that it
must be done right. Those
people and their stories are
great, but it’s up to us to justify
those legends and their
legendary status. If it was an
epic win, we’ve to make an epic
film, too. And I am aware that
it’s a big-ticket film with a big
budget and mounting.

In Simmba, you teamed
up with Ajay Devgn and
Sooryavanshi will have
you work with Akshay
Kumar. You must be
really kicked about it?
I remember when we had
shot the Simmba scene
where Ajay [Devgn] sir
comes and stands next to
me, I was like, ‘f*** man,
main Ajay Devgn ke saath
ek hi film mein hoon’. I had
the same feeling when I
worked with Anil Kapoor,
and Govinda. Sometimes, it
feels as if I am living a
dream. My Twitter bio
reads, ‘Living the dream’
and that’s true because I
really am. Looking at actors
like Anil Kapoor, Govinda,
Ajay Devgn and Akshay
Kumar, ek chhote se ladke
ne socha tha ki usse bhi
hero banna hai. Once, in
Dubai, I paid tribute to
Amitabh Bachchan at a live
performance. And Mr
Bachchan was sitting and
enjoying my act. These
moments are just magical
and surreal for me. I can’t
explain how grateful they
make me feel for what God
has blessed me with.

For you, ’83 comes after back-toback successes like Padmaavat,
Simmba and Gully Boy. Do you feel
content about it?
Yes, it’s a very blessed time.
Over a period of time, I have
evolved and matured as a
person. I have grown into the
kind of person who is not result
oriented. So, I am not focused
on the result or the verdict. For
me, it’s about the process. In
Padmaavat, I got to explore my
dark side, while Simmba had
me in a flamboyant avatar. And
Gully Boy gave me an
opportunity to explore a very
real but hidden dimension of
my personality. All these
processes have been very
fulfilling, also due to the
diversity in all of them. And
now, I am following it up with a
very different experience — an
out-and-out sports film.
How did it all start? How did you
come on board for ’83?
One day, Kabir sir called me
and said, ‘I have a film for you’.
And when sir revealed that he
was making a film on the 1983
World Cup victory, I was very
happy and said, ‘it’s great that
someone is finally telling such
an inspirational story [on
screen]’. I was born in 1985, so
we always knew it was a great
story of our sporting history

about absolute legends. But
actually, the real story is about
who these team members were,
how the world looked at them
as ‘nothing’ and no one
believed in them at all.
However, a young, crazy
Haryanvi man [Kapil Dev],
who was India’s captain at the
age of 24, came in and changed
the team’s mindset, galvanised
them, and made them world
champions.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Fringe fever eclipses resort wear
Manish Mishra
hat is it about the allure
of fringes that even the
most cynical fashion
junkie falls for it hook, line and
sinker? This resort season,
statement-making, tactile
tassels have been seen
accenting dresses, gowns and
pantsuits in the showcase of
labels like Oscar de la Renta,
Gucci and Emilio Pucci.
Balmain has showcased
shoulder grazing dangler
fringe earrings and Michael
Kors has sent out bags trimmed
with giant tassels. In India, the
likes of actor Janhvi Kapoor
have been spotted in ensembles
by designers Falguni and
Shane Peacock, who’ve given
the classic fringe a modern
twist. At the Met Gala, too,
Naomi Scott cut a fine figure in
a metallic tasselled Burberry
ensemble. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
says, “Fringes add instant glam
and movement to every outfit
which brings out the
sensuality. I love the tougher
grunge rock vibe this time.”
The reason for the
recurrence of this trend is that
it’s not weather specific; it’s a

W

detail that can possibly be
added to outfits that are
pertinent to any season. Also,
they can take any form,
whether its leather to yarn, or
denim to metallic. Given all
this, it’s really making its
mark.
Designer Arpita Mehta says,
“Doing a fringe in a monotone
sets the best fashion
statement, add accents
with a feminine fringe
hemline, and you can also
flaunt some stylish fringe
heels or jazz things up with
tassel jewellery.”
Tassels and fringes can
be added on the hem of the
sleeves and dupattas if one
doesn’t want to be too out
there. “You can go all out
by wearing a dress filled
with fringes all over it
or can go in a minimal
way by just using it
for sleeves,
hemlines or
rope-ties,” says
Swapna
Anumolu,
founder of
Mishru.
n manish.mishra@
htlive.com

Janhvi Kapoor in Falguni
& Shane Peacock (far
left), Resort 20 looks
from Pucci and Balmain
PHOTOS: NSTAGRAM/
FALGUNISHANEPEACOCKINDIA,
INSTAGRAM/
EMILIOPUCCI,INSTAGRAM/
OLIVIER_ROUSTEING
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The stage is set for these
directors’ comeback
Juhi Chakraborty
omeback is a word that
piques interest and
garners immediate
attention. And in the months to
come, some much-loved
directors are all set to return at
the helm of affairs. Mahesh
Bhatt, Rajkumar Santoshi,
Mahesh Manjrekar and
Priyadarshan — these filmmakers have been missing in
action for quite a number of
years and in Bhatt’s case
the gap has been 20
years. So, their
return to films is
being highly
anticipated by the
audience, hence
proving the
saying, ‘absence
makes the heart
grow fonder’.
Trade
analyst Atul
Mohan points
out, “They have an incredible
body of work and they are great
storytellers who have made
remarkable cinema. The
audience is looking forward to
seeing what kind of story they
are now going to tell.”
Mahesh Bhatt’s last
directorial venture was
Kartoos in 1999 and many
thought that he has hung up his
boots because of his prolonged
absence. Hence, when he
decided to take the reins of
Sadak 2, a sequel to his 1991
film, Sadak, it took many by
surprise. His daughter Pooja
Bhatt, who starred in the
original, returns to the new
film along with Sanjay Dutt,
besides new entrants Alia
Bhatt and Aditya Roy Kapur.
Talking about why her
father decided to come back,
Pooja says, “Certainly not the
desire to make a ‘comeback’.
One thing he reinstated in all of
us is not to suffer from a
masterpiece complex. Which is
why the film feels like a
homecoming and the first
schedule was truly an
environment where work felt
like play. Even Alia was struck
by how ‘easy’ the vibe was on
set. He always says that he is
more an assistant who assists

C
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people to touch their peaks,
rather than a director who
imposes his limited vision.”
The return of another filmmaker, Rajkumar Santoshi,
whose resume includes films
such as Ghayal (1990), Damini
(1993), Andaz Apna Apna
(1994), The Legend of Bhagat
Singh (2002), Khakee (2004),
Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab Kahani
(2009), is also cause for cheer.
Santoshi, whose last stint as a
director was Shahid Kapoorstarrer Phata Poster Nikhla
Hero (2013). Santoshi is
currently filming his new film,
Bad Boy, starring newcomers
— Amrin and Mithun
Chakraborty’s youngest son
Namashi.
On how Santoshi came on
board, producer Sajid Qureshi
says, “We approached him for
this film as he is a very talented
person and everybody knows
his work. We wanted to launch
newcomers [through this film]
and thought he was the best
person to do it. He has a lot of
experience and knows how to
execute things.”
Director Mahesh
Manjrekar, whose last Hindi
film was City Of Gold (2010), is

ou will see a lot of me, on
screen, this year,” says
Karan Singh Grover with a
smile. He is thrilled that other
than a digital show, and two
films — Firrkie and Aadat
Diaries — he will be seen on
television as well. The actor
returns to the small screen
after six years, with an ongoing
hit TV drama, where he will
play an older character
sporting a salt-and-pepper
hairdo. “Returning to TV feels
good. It is a big deal to be
playing an iconic role (in the
reboot of the original show),
which was earlier essayed by
Ronit Roy, and he had done a
fantastic job in the show.”
Karan became a teenage
icon with the TV medical
drama, Dill Mill Gayye, in 2007,
which ran for three years.
Then, in 2012, he starred in the
super hit romance drama,
Qubool Hai, in the role of an
intense lover and found
success. Karan reveals that he
was in talks for other TV shows
in the last couple of years but
nothing worked out because he
was “destined” for his
new serial.
Talking about his
love for television, he
says, “I started my acting
career with TV, so I am where I
am because of TV. It is the best
place to learn and be trained as
an actor. The amount of love
you get on TV is unbelievable.
You entertain and reach out to
so many people on a daily basis,
and for an actor that’s a high.
Also, the money is good on this
medium as you work every
day. Moreover, these days, TV
serials have huge budgets and
great production value,” says
Karan, admitting that usually
the never-ending storylines are
a deterrent for most actors to
work in TV shows. “If there is

Y

ctor Chris Pratt and
author Katherine
Schwarzenegger exchanged
vows on Saturday during an
intimate ceremony in
Montecito, California,
sources told People
magazine. “You can tell
today is the happiest day
for Katherine. She hasn’t
stopped smiling. And Chris
seems giddy with
excitement,” revealed an
PTI
insider.

A

returning to
Bollywood after a
sabbatical of eight
years with an
upcoming film starring
Vidyut Jammwal. But
in between, he did
direct a number of
Marathi films.
Talking about
working with the director,
Vidyut had earlier revealed,
“Mahesh is an extremely
passionate person who loves to
make gangster films. He has
wanted to get back in the
Vaastav (1999) zone since a long
time and he has finally got
there. It is a hardcore gangster
film with an intense romantic
track.”
Priyadarshan’s last
Bollywood film was Rangrezz
which released in 2013, and
now, he is also set to come back
to helming duties with Hera
Pheri 3. Actor Suniel Shetty,
who stars in the film franchise,
recently said, “Talks are on
with Priyadarshan for the third
part. It should happen by the
end of the year. There is a lot of
discussion around it.”
But is it difficult to get into
the groove immediately after

(Clockwise from top) Mahesh
Bhatt, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rajkumar Santoshi and
Priyadarshan
such a long break? Pooja says
that in her father’s case it was
“Like a fish to water and a bird
to the sky.”
Echoing similar sentiment,
Sajid adds, “It’s not a sport that
if you don’t play, you will lose
touch. There is no expiry date
to creativity.”
In conclusion, trade analyst
Joginder Tuteja says that the
return of these film-makers
evokes nostalgia for audiences.
“They have helmed cult films
and have a huge fan following.
The audiences are happy to see
them back in action and are
eagerly waiting to see their new
films.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ReturningtoTVfeelsgood,
saysKaranSinghGrover
Kavita Awaasthi

CHRIS PRATT AND
KATHERINE
SCHWARZENEGGER
GET MARRIED

PHOTO:
YOGEN SHAH

no definite end to a story, it
could affect any creative
person who is creating content
for the said show every day for
years. Having said that, I would
happily play my new role,
whether it lasts for two
episodes or 200 episodes as it
is a fantastic role. I have
never played an older
character and I don’t have

reservations about playing
one either. Moreover, it doesn’t
get better than a chance to play
an iconic role on TV,” he
explains.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

I have never played an
older character and I
don’t have
reservations about
playing one either.
KARAN SINGH GROVER,
ACTOR
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@ BIR BILL
ADVENTURE BREAK
EXOTIC LOCALES

FUN AND
EXCITEMENT

The 2nd edition of HT City Adventure Weekend
d
world’s best destination for the sport - Bir Billing.
h
went on an overnight road trip to experience th
being aii

A

dventure travel
beckons the
curious, the thrill
seeker, the
boundary
pusher. Adventure explorers
seek natural wonder, extreme
activities and remote
locations. The 2nd edition of
HT City Adventure Weekends
recently took twenty-six
adventure seekers from the
region on a journey to Bir and
Billing to experience the
exhilaration of paragliding.

The road trip included
motorcyclists and families
travelling in their cars/SUVs,
with some who especially
drove down from Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur, and Amritsar to
be a part of the 'high-flying'
trip.
Tucked away in the valleys
of Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh, the towns of Bir and
Billing are separated by a
mountain path of 14 kms; the
towns are practically
inseparable and always

referred to as one. The drive
from Bir to Billing makes the
adrenaline rush with each
hairpin bend that brings the
destination closer. The
paragliding takes off from the
edge of Billing, while the
landing happens at Bir. Bir
Billing is famous as the
paragliding capital of the
world. Bir is also famous for
its soulful Tibetan
monasteries set amidst scenic
and peaceful settings.
HT City Adventure

AVTAR SINGH & BABAN
Avtar Singh lives in Sunny Enclave,
Mohali. Avtar is a businessman by
profession and is obsessed with
bike riding, and his wife Baban
often accompanies him. He and
Baban have been to Shimla,
Kasauli, Kullu Manali, Mussoorie,
Rajasthan, and many more places
on their bike. Avtar says the trip to
Bir Billing organized by the
Hindustan Time was the most
special of all the trips they have
undertaken. He says, 'There were
many more people with us on this
trip; they were all new to us, but
we loved them very much. We
want that we get more
opportunities like this.'

SWINKLE SINGH &
RUCHI

MADHAV & PAYAL
AGGARWAL

Swinkle Singh and Ruchi run a
preschool in Ludhiana by the name of
Kreon Global. Swiinkle is a car
enthusiast and loves exploring new
places, meeting people and making
new friends. He and his wife were very
happy to be a part of the adventure
trip organized by the Hindustan Times.
The couple feels that the trip has given
them memories of a lifetime. They
eagerly look forward to be a part of
Hindustan Times adventure weekends
again.

Madhav Aggarwal who hails from
Amritsar, loves driving four
wheelers. He shares that his
Honda City is the one that gives
him the courage as well as
motivation to fulfill his passion
for travel. Palak Aggarwal, his
wife accompanied him on the trip,
and she always encourages him to
fulfill his love for wheels in any
and every possible way. Palak
said that the well organised trip
was a much-needed getaway from
routine life. 'Really looking
forward for more such
adventurous weekend plans from
HT', she says.

◗◗ Madhav’s birthday being celebrated at HT Adventure Weekends
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d
ds was a road trip for paragliding to one of the
g. 26 of HIndustan Times’ readers from the region
h
he thrill of taking flight from top of the cliff and
iirborne.

BALVINDER SINGH

Balvinder Singh who is from
Omaxe Chandigarh, is always
passionate to visit places on bike or
on four wheels. Being 51 years old,
in India it's an age where people
generally go away from their
passion and forget their hobbies.
But he always finds an opportunity
to fulfill his passion. He read the
advertisement in HT for this
adventure trip, which
incidentally coincided with his
promotion at work and he
converted the occasion into an
opportunity to go for a bike ride
and to pamper himself in his own
style. He says that he has made
new friends and that the tour was
really fulfilling, enjoyable and
adventurous. Balvinder says.
'Thanks to team HT for wonderful
arrangements and their personal
touch to every member.'

YUVRAJ VERMA
Yuvraj Verma resides in
Chandigarh and is teaching in DAV
College and pursuing PhD. He has
been to Shimla, Kasauli, Amritsar
and Delhi on the bike, but the true
spirit of biking - he has experienced
with HT. He had come on the HT
City Adventure Weekends' maiden
ride that was to Heaven's Retreat
in Solan; the second was this one to Flyer's Paradise at Bir Billing.
Yuvraj says that he has always
loved driving his bike, but riding
gets a completely new meaning
when you travel to such beautiful
places with people who share the
same passion. He shares, 'Traveling
to Bir and taking part in
paragliding was really a dream
come true.'

Weekends getaway kicked off
early morning from
Chandigarh, with a halt at
Sarai Bharatgarh, Ropar Road
for breakfast, before taking off
for the drive ahead to
Palampur and Bir. Road to Bir
was filled with the exquisite
scenic beauty of the snowcapped mountains. It was
hard not to stand in awe and
enchantment with the beauty
in which nature expressed
itself. With excellent roads
and fair weather, travel to the
destination - Flyers Paradise,
Bir, was breeze. After the
seven-hour journey, the
participants were welcomed
to a seamless check-in at
Flyers Paradise, post which
everyone took an afternoon
siesta in their respective
well-appointed and plush
rooms, cottages, luxury
tents, and family rooms.
Evening was a time to
celebrate the good times
with the quintessential
kababs and Kingfisher beer.
Rishi Agarwal a participant
from Hoshiarpur held the
evening and charmed
everyone with his wit and
wisdom.
Next morning people took
the off-road trip to billing
which was marked with
mesmerizing views and
treacherous terrain. The
view from the top was
magnificent. Most of the
participants took-off for the
20-minute flight to land at
Bir. Post lunch the entourage
started back for
Chandigarh.

SARAI BHARATGARH - THE
STOPOVER

Sarai Bharatgarh where the HT City Adventure
Weekends' participants stopped over for
breakfast, is a picturesque property designed
to be with complete harmony with nature. It is
a European concept property in 5 acres with
lush green lawns and backdrop of Kikar forest.
Sarai Bharatgarhis ideally suited for day long
activity and team building exercises, for
corporate lunch/dinner, get togethers and
casual meetings. 'Wanderers' bar serves a
variety of beer & wines with 360 degree view
of garden. The all-day dining restaurant serves
a-la-carte & international food.

OFF-BEAT PROPERTY TO VISIT
NEAR PALAMPUR PUSHPANGAN

Good Vibes Hospitality Services (P) Limited
based in Chandigarh is a boutique hospitality
firm specialising in property management of
handpicked vacation homes, cottages and
villas for vacations for group of friends or
family. Pushpangan villa Ménage near
Palampur, Himachal Pradesh is one of their
signature properties, an idyllic vacation home

in the lap of the majestic Dhauladhar
mountains. They also offer the exciting option
of hiring bikes from them to explore the diverse
and scenic sites that the area has to offer. For
art enthusiasts, day trips to the pottery studio
at nearby Andretta and the famous Sobha
Sîngh art gallery come highly recommended.
Pushpangan is ideal for groups of 6-9 persons.

THE DESTINATION - FLYERS
PARADISE, BIR

Inspired by the thrill of military life, which so
far remains the most popular vacation around
Himachal Pradesh, Flyers Paradise is made for
the adventure loving travellers and has
replicated the vigour and adventure of a camp
life. The Flyers Paradise aims to provide the
best services to each and every client in terms
of accommodation, food, security etc. The staff
is committed to provide par excellent
hospitality which gives you a feeling of "Home
away from Home". The Colonel's Grill
restaurant of the hotel provides sumptuous
food with mouth watering taste, which all
clients are sure to talk about with others. The
hotel is located in Bir (Baijnath, Himachal
Pradesh) at a site which gives a panaramic
view of the valley. It has got a combination of
Deluxe rooms, Family rooms, Super deluxe
rooms, Cottages and Luxury tents.
Event Organised by

Beverage Partner
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2019

Elizabeth Hurley: The British model and actor,
known for her role in films such as Bedazzled
(2000) and the TV show, Gossip Girl turns 54 today.

Keeping health-conscious people around
you will prove a good idea, as it will help
you maintain perfect health. Returns
from previous investments will keep
your bank balance brimming. An
overseas journey is indicated for those in
ARIES
business. Your performance at work will be
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
impressive enough to warrant appreciation
from the top. You have to bring some stability
into your family life by spending more time together.

Planning a vacation with family or friends
is a foregone conclusion, so expect a
scintillating time! Some delay is foreseen
in receiving money loaned to someone.
Those not happy with the present
professional set up will get the
TAURUS
opportunity of landing a lucrative job.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Some of you are likely to participate in a
fun-filled activity at home. Those in search for a
suitable accommodation may find luck favouring them.

Sticking to workout routine may appear as
a boon for you on the health front. Money
invested in a scheme is likely to give
excellent returns. Some of you may find
yourself at professional crossroads and
not know where to go. Meeting your
GEMINI
near and dear ones in a family gathering is
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
indicated and will prove most enjoyable. An
exciting journey awaits some. Ancestral
property may become a source of pride for you.

Control needs to be exercised on the health
front. Things begin to look up on the
financial front for some. Some of you
are likely to get a raise or increment.
A celebration on the family front may
keep you busy. A business trip is in the
CANCER
offing and, for you, turning it into a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
leisure trip is a foregone conclusion! Fine
performance on the academic front is likely to
catapult your morale to a new high.

Love Focus: Some of you are set to improve your love life, so expect a
great day on the love front.

Love Focus: Romantic thoughts may dominate your mind today and
prompt you to plan something with lover.

Love Focus: Lover may compel you to find time for love from your
busy schedule today, so make the most of it.

Love Focus: You may not agree with lover about something and
upset him or her today.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Navy Blue

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Previous investments will start giving
returns now. A favour done to someone in
your professional capacity is likely to be
returned. Someone who is not quite
happy with you will be won over by you.
A pilgrimage or a vacation is on the cards
LEO
and promises an enjoyable time.
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
Construction of a house or apartment is set
to get completed soon, despite delays. You may
find yourself in a position of advantage on the monetary front.

Someone’s advice is likely to work wonders
for your health. A good day is foreseen
for those playing the stocks. Some
spare time can be expected on the
professional front, so enjoy your heart
out! Acquiring new office premises or a
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
house is on the cards for some. Travelling
alone is not recommended on a long
journey. Investing in property is a step in the
right direction. Meeting someone who secretly adores you is possible.

You are likely to find yourself more
energetic and fit now, than before. You
can come to saving mode on the
financial front. Support of family will
encourage you to inch closer to your
objective on the professional front.
LIBRA
Meeting a childhood friend is possible,
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
but you may not get a chance to spend
much time together. Travelling with a group of
friends is indicated for some and will be loads of fun.

Exercise and workouts may become your
key to maintaining good health. You will
be able to get your money released that
is not being done on some grounds or
the other. Company of friends can keep
you happily engaged. You may need to
explain your point of view regarding an
issue on the family front, as it may not be
self-evident. Keeping your travel plan open to
change will help.

Love Focus: Tiff with lover cannot be ruled out on the romantic
front. But we wary of hurting sentiments with your words.

Love Focus: You will get the opportunity to get close to someone
you are secretly in love with.

Love Focus: Much happiness and fulfilment is foreseen on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Lover is likely to share your romantic mood today, so
expect romance to rock!

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Someone may initiate you into a fitness
routine. Adding to your wealth is
indicated, as you make the right
financial moves. Your popularity on the
professional front may suffer a setback
due to your own inaction. Shifting to a
SAGITTARIUS
better location is foreseen for some.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Vacation time is here and you can expect to
enjoy it to the hilt. Shifting to a new house is
possible, especially for those getting transferred.

Financially, you may need to conserve
money. Introducing some new procedure
or drawing a new policy for the
organisation is possible for some. Your
participation in a family function will be
much appreciated and praised. An outCAPRICORN
of-town leisure trip is possible for some
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
and promises much excitement. Chances of
taking possession of a house look bright. A
celebration will be underway, but it may fall below your expectations.

An outstanding payment is likely to be
received and end your financial woes.
Someone may become your role model
on the fitness front and get you back
into shape. Your brilliant performance at
work can become the talk of the town.
AQUARIUS
A fun trip with friends and cousins is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
envisaged for some. Plan a trip properly, if
you want to make it enjoyable. Don’t take up
any property issue today, as stars appear unfavourable.

Some of you will be able to complete the
paperwork for a home loan. Forgive and
forget may not be an option for a senior
for some wrongdoing committed by you
at work, so watch your step. You are
likely to make the family front most
PISCES
happening today by suggesting
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something exciting. This is a good time to
take a break by going on some holiday
destination. This is a good day for dealing in property.

Love Focus: This is an ideal day to implement ideas on the romantic
front, so go all out for it!

Love Focus: Some of you will successfully manage to take your
romance a step further.

Love Focus: A feeling of being loved and wanted will help
strengthen romantic bonds.

Love Focus: The search of those looking for a suitable match is finally
likely to end.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea for the 1993 film Darr was born
after Hrithik Roshan and Uday Chopra,
producer Yash Chopra’s son, saw Dead
Calm (1989).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3112
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

TOWER
D GOOS
EEEPD N
ISTTYW
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Wrote, goods, deepen, twisty
ANSWER: We carry within us the wonders we seek without us. Thomas Browne

Meera Deosthale

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/MEERA.DEOSTHALE

Itwasexhausting
beingadailysoap Palash wants to collaborate
bahu,saysMeera with Raftaar and Divine
Samarth Goyal

Juhi Chakraborty
he life of a television actor
is not a cakewalk —
behind all the glamour,
fame and money, lie several
hours of shooting and no
leaves. Meera Deosthale, who
is a very popular name on TV
all thanks to her former show
Udaan, shares a few insights
on what it meant to be a part
of daily soaps.
“I was playing the lead, so I
had to be there in all scenes.
There would be big sequences
and at times the shift would go
up to 16 hours. There were
days when we used to pack up
at 2am and be back on sets at

T

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

We carry within us the _________ we seek without us.
- Thomas Browne (7)

10am. I have also shot for
straight 23 hours, but I never
took one leave in the past
three years. As a TV actor,
you have to be fully
committed,” she says. Meera
goes on to add that she would
go to the sets even when she
was sick. “However, doctors
were called on the sets and
the production house would
help. You had to shoot
because you can’t say that
‘telecast nahi kar sakte
kyunki actor beemar hai’. I
would only get just a day or
two off, once or twice a
month,” she says.
But the actor is far away
from that life now, as she is
on a break. The 23-year-old
quit the show due to a leap
introduced in the story which
would have required her to
play mother to a 20-year-old.
“I have started zumba
classes, I’m working on
myself and planning trips.
The last three years I have
worked non-stop and didn’t
even take one vacation or
leave. I was so exhausted.
Now I have got some free
time. I do have some
meetings, let’s see what
works out,” Meera says.
n

t has been more than two
decades since the Palash
Sen-fronted pop rock band,
Euphoria, put themselves on
the music map with the
single, Dhoom Pichak. And
now, 21 years and several
line-up changes later, the
band is still fronted by the
Lucknow-born musician,
who insists that the band’s
music comes from an
“honest” place, which is why
he still feels relevant.
“I don’t consider myself,
or ourselves as pop stars. I
am a simple middle-class
man, who just likes to make
music. When we started all
those years ago in 1998, with
Dhoom Pichak, people liked
our kind of music, and felt it
was different. That’s what
the motive remains today as
well — to be original, and not
to copy anyone else. That’s
how one stays relevant,”
says Palash.
The video of the band’s
recent single, Saajna, in
collaboration with singer
Akriti Kakar, which is based
around the terrorist attack
in Pulwama (Jammu and
Kashmir) which claimed the
lives of more than 40 CRPF

I

soldiers, too, has been
received well by the masses.
“The song was never
made for Pulwama exactly.
It just happened. I was
moved by the story of a
CRPF soldier who was on
the bus that day and was
video-chatting with his wife,
when the blast took place. I
just wondered, what would
he have been talking about
to his wife, and that’s why I
decided to make a video
around that,” he says.
The 53-year-old is quite
excited by the “new wave of
artists” in the independent
circuit, and hopes the nonfilm music industry is
popular once again. “With
digital platforms, a lot of
musicians have been able to
create a fanbase. You look at
someone like Prateek
Kuhaad, who has done so
well with his non-film
music,” he says.
“I really like Raftaar and
Divine’s work as well. I
would love to collaborate
with them. Artists are not
just dependent only on
Bollywood to make a living. I
think that’s great, and
things can only get better
from here,” he adds.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV

Palah Sen
PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

The Hangover
at 1907

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 Dunkirk
1130 DC Superhero
Girls: Inter Galactic
Games
1304 I am Legend
1442 Mission Impossible
1657 Now You See Me
1907 The Hangover
2100 xXx: The State of
Union

Bharjari at 1700
1134 Mr Bechara
1415 Sangharsh aur Vijay
1700 Bharjari
2000 Power Unlimited
2230 Majboor

Cars at 1217

Dolphin Tale 2 at 1909

1041 Ice Age:
Continental Drift
1217 Cars
1425 Night At The Museum
1628 Lion King
1822 Bleeding Steel
2050 Avatar

1137 Blended
1339 The Master
1514 The Ring
1709 Inferno
1909 Dolphin Tale 2
2100 US Marshals

Heyy Baby at 1436

The Real Tevar
at 1219

0842 Yamlok
1134 Main Prem Ki
Deewani Hoon
1436 Heyy Baby
1725 Autonagar Surya
2000 Parmanu: The
Story of Pokharan
2231 Snake in the Eagle’s
Shadow

0921 Dildaar The Arya
1219 The Real Tevar
1517 Judaai
1733 Phool Bane Angaare
1854 Shaktishali No 1
2100 Surya The Soldier
0015 Shatir - The Gangster

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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‘I CAN
RELATE A
LOTTO
KAPILSIR’

Actor Ranveer Singh says
his intensity for cinema
and acting is the same as the
ex-Indian cricket captain’s
passion for the sport

PHOTO: ERRIKOS
ANDREOU

Prashant Singh
n cricketing parlance, he is in
a sublime form and is
constantly hitting the ball out
of the park. After all, Ranveer
Singh has witnessed successes
as well as praises for his backto-back outings in Padmaavat
(2018), Simmba (2018) and Gully
Boy. And now, the actor has,
quite literally, hit the field as he
shoots for Kabir Khan’s next,
’83, based on Indian cricket
team’s famous victory at the
1983 World Cup. “Right now, I
am very happy because I am
getting to do what I love the
most [playing diverse parts],”
says Ranveer, as he talks about
playing the ex-Indian captain
Kapil Dev on screen, and being
on a roll at the box office.
Excerpts:

I

Right now, you are busy portraying
Kapil Dev. Are you finding it
difficult or challenging?
Yes, it’s very challenging. He
has a very distinct manner of
speaking, besides having a
unique and difficult bowling
action. Everyone — from
Balwinder Sandhu [excricketer] sir, Kapil sir to all
the current and former
cricketers that I have
interacted with — has given a
thumbs-up to my batting
technique. Toh woh theek hai
but the characterisation is
difficult. In terms of my look,
we have spent close to 100 plus
hours. Kabir sir wants to make
sure that it doesn’t look
caricaturish, or mimicry of the
[real] players. You should be
convincing, which means that
through all the distinctive
traits of Kapil Dev that I’d
imbibe, logon ko meri bhi ek
jhalak dikhayi de.

Finding the right
balance of how much
Kapil Dev to become or
transform into, is
proving to be a great
challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
RANVEER SINGH, ACTOR
And you seem to have struck a
great rapport with Kapil Dev…
To start with, I feel I can really
relate a lot to Kapil sir because
whenever he speaks —
especially about cricket and the
1983 victory story — he speaks
with such passion that it really
consumes him. I feel the same
passion for cinema and the
craft of acting. So, there’s no
straight answer to whether it’s
easy or difficult. There are a
few things that are coming
more easily than others. But
overall, yes, it is very difficult.
Finding the right balance of
how much Kapil Dev to become
or transform into, is proving to
be a great challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
Indian team’s victory at the 1983
World Cup has arguably been the
most important sporting event for
the country. So, are you feeling an
extra sense of responsibility and
pressure?
For me, the main thing is that
the players whose story we are
telling should be proud that we
celebrate their achievement in
the best possible manner. They
should watch it and feel,
‘hamari kahaani sahi se
dikhayi hai film mein’. That’s

of paramount importance. The
entire film team knows that the
responsibility is on us that it
must be done right. Those
people and their stories are
great, but it’s up to us to justify
those legends and their
legendary status. If it was an
epic win, we’ve to make an epic
film, too. And I am aware that
it’s a big-ticket film with a big
budget and mounting.

In Simmba, you teamed
up with Ajay Devgn and
Sooryavanshi will have
you work with Akshay
Kumar. You must be
really kicked about it?
I remember when we had
shot the Simmba scene
where Ajay [Devgn] sir
comes and stands next to
me, I was like, ‘f*** man,
main Ajay Devgn ke saath
ek hi film mein hoon’. I had
the same feeling when I
worked with Anil Kapoor,
and Govinda. Sometimes, it
feels as if I am living a
dream. My Twitter bio
reads, ‘Living the dream’
and that’s true because I
really am. Looking at actors
like Anil Kapoor, Govinda,
Ajay Devgn and Akshay
Kumar, ek chhote se ladke
ne socha tha ki usse bhi
hero banna hai. Once, in
Dubai, I paid tribute to
Amitabh Bachchan at a live
performance. And Mr
Bachchan was sitting and
enjoying my act. These
moments are just magical
and surreal for me. I can’t
explain how grateful they
make me feel for what God
has blessed me with.

For you, ’83 comes after back-toback successes like Padmaavat,
Simmba and Gully Boy. Do you feel
content about it?
Yes, it’s a very blessed time.
Over a period of time, I have
evolved and matured as a
person. I have grown into the
kind of person who is not result
oriented. So, I am not focused
on the result or the verdict. For
me, it’s about the process. In
Padmaavat, I got to explore my
dark side, while Simmba had
me in a flamboyant avatar. And
Gully Boy gave me an
opportunity to explore a very
real but hidden dimension of
my personality. All these
processes have been very
fulfilling, also due to the
diversity in all of them. And
now, I am following it up with a
very different experience — an
out-and-out sports film.
How did it all start? How did you
come on board for ’83?
One day, Kabir sir called me
and said, ‘I have a film for you’.
And when sir revealed that he
was making a film on the 1983
World Cup victory, I was very
happy and said, ‘it’s great that
someone is finally telling such
an inspirational story [on
screen]’. I was born in 1985, so
we always knew it was a great
story of our sporting history

about absolute legends. But
actually, the real story is about
who these team members were,
how the world looked at them
as ‘nothing’ and no one
believed in them at all.
However, a young, crazy
Haryanvi man [Kapil Dev],
who was India’s captain at the
age of 24, came in and changed
the team’s mindset, galvanised
them, and made them world
champions.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Fringe fever eclipses resort wear
Manish Mishra
hat is it about the allure
of fringes that even the
most cynical fashion
junkie falls for it hook, line and
sinker? This resort season,
statement-making, tactile
tassels have been seen
accenting dresses, gowns and
pantsuits in the showcase of
labels like Oscar de la Renta,
Gucci and Emilio Pucci.
Balmain has showcased
shoulder grazing dangler
fringe earrings and Michael
Kors has sent out bags trimmed
with giant tassels. In India, the
likes of actor Janhvi Kapoor
have been spotted in ensembles
by designers Falguni and
Shane Peacock, who’ve given
the classic fringe a modern
twist. At the Met Gala, too,
Naomi Scott cut a fine figure in
a metallic tasselled Burberry
ensemble. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
says, “Fringes add instant glam
and movement to every outfit
which brings out the
sensuality. I love the tougher
grunge rock vibe this time.”
The reason for the
recurrence of this trend is that
it’s not weather specific; it’s a

W

detail that can possibly be
added to outfits that are
pertinent to any season. Also,
they can take any form,
whether its leather to yarn, or
denim to metallic. Given all
this, it’s really making its
mark.
Designer Arpita Mehta says,
“Doing a fringe in a monotone
sets the best fashion
statement, add accents
with a feminine fringe
hemline, and you can also
flaunt some stylish fringe
heels or jazz things up with
tassel jewellery.”
Tassels and fringes can
be added on the hem of the
sleeves and dupattas if one
doesn’t want to be too out
there. “You can go all out
by wearing a dress filled
with fringes all over it
or can go in a minimal
way by just using it
for sleeves,
hemlines or
rope-ties,” says
Swapna
Anumolu,
founder of
Mishru.
n manish.mishra@
htlive.com

Janhvi Kapoor in Falguni
& Shane Peacock (far
left), Resort 20 looks
from Pucci and Balmain
PHOTOS: NSTAGRAM/
FALGUNISHANEPEACOCKINDIA,
INSTAGRAM/
EMILIOPUCCI,INSTAGRAM/
OLIVIER_ROUSTEING
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The stage is set for these
directors’ comeback
Juhi Chakraborty
omeback is a word that
piques interest and
garners immediate
attention. And in the months to
come, some much-loved
directors are all set to return at
the helm of affairs. Mahesh
Bhatt, Rajkumar Santoshi,
Mahesh Manjrekar and
Priyadarshan — these filmmakers have been missing in
action for quite a number of
years and in Bhatt’s case
the gap has been 20
years. So, their
return to films is
being highly
anticipated by the
audience, hence
proving the
saying, ‘absence
makes the heart
grow fonder’.
Trade
analyst Atul
Mohan points
out, “They have an incredible
body of work and they are great
storytellers who have made
remarkable cinema. The
audience is looking forward to
seeing what kind of story they
are now going to tell.”
Mahesh Bhatt’s last
directorial venture was
Kartoos in 1999 and many
thought that he has hung up his
boots because of his prolonged
absence. Hence, when he
decided to take the reins of
Sadak 2, a sequel to his 1991
film, Sadak, it took many by
surprise. His daughter Pooja
Bhatt, who starred in the
original, returns to the new
film along with Sanjay Dutt,
besides new entrants Alia
Bhatt and Aditya Roy Kapur.
Talking about why her
father decided to come back,
Pooja says, “Certainly not the
desire to make a ‘comeback’.
One thing he reinstated in all of
us is not to suffer from a
masterpiece complex. Which is
why the film feels like a
homecoming and the first
schedule was truly an
environment where work felt
like play. Even Alia was struck
by how ‘easy’ the vibe was on
set. He always says that he is
more an assistant who assists
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people to touch their peaks,
rather than a director who
imposes his limited vision.”
The return of another filmmaker, Rajkumar Santoshi,
whose resume includes films
such as Ghayal (1990), Damini
(1993), Andaz Apna Apna
(1994), The Legend of Bhagat
Singh (2002), Khakee (2004),
Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab Kahani
(2009), is also cause for cheer.
Santoshi, whose last stint as a
director was Shahid Kapoorstarrer Phata Poster Nikhla
Hero (2013). Santoshi is
currently filming his new film,
Bad Boy, starring newcomers
— Amrin and Mithun
Chakraborty’s youngest son
Namashi.
On how Santoshi came on
board, producer Sajid Qureshi
says, “We approached him for
this film as he is a very talented
person and everybody knows
his work. We wanted to launch
newcomers [through this film]
and thought he was the best
person to do it. He has a lot of
experience and knows how to
execute things.”
Director Mahesh
Manjrekar, whose last Hindi
film was City Of Gold (2010), is

ou will see a lot of me, on
screen, this year,” says
Karan Singh Grover with a
smile. He is thrilled that other
than a digital show, and two
films — Firrkie and Aadat
Diaries — he will be seen on
television as well. The actor
returns to the small screen
after six years, with an ongoing
hit TV drama, where he will
play an older character
sporting a salt-and-pepper
hairdo. “Returning to TV feels
good. It is a big deal to be
playing an iconic role (in the
reboot of the original show),
which was earlier essayed by
Ronit Roy, and he had done a
fantastic job in the show.”
Karan became a teenage
icon with the TV medical
drama, Dill Mill Gayye, in 2007,
which ran for three years.
Then, in 2012, he starred in the
super hit romance drama,
Qubool Hai, in the role of an
intense lover and found
success. Karan reveals that he
was in talks for other TV shows
in the last couple of years but
nothing worked out because he
was “destined” for his
new serial.
Talking about his
love for television, he
says, “I started my acting
career with TV, so I am where I
am because of TV. It is the best
place to learn and be trained as
an actor. The amount of love
you get on TV is unbelievable.
You entertain and reach out to
so many people on a daily basis,
and for an actor that’s a high.
Also, the money is good on this
medium as you work every
day. Moreover, these days, TV
serials have huge budgets and
great production value,” says
Karan, admitting that usually
the never-ending storylines are
a deterrent for most actors to
work in TV shows. “If there is
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ctor Chris Pratt and
author Katherine
Schwarzenegger exchanged
vows on Saturday during an
intimate ceremony in
Montecito, California,
sources told People
magazine. “You can tell
today is the happiest day
for Katherine. She hasn’t
stopped smiling. And Chris
seems giddy with
excitement,” revealed an
PTI
insider.

A

returning to
Bollywood after a
sabbatical of eight
years with an
upcoming film starring
Vidyut Jammwal. But
in between, he did
direct a number of
Marathi films.
Talking about
working with the director,
Vidyut had earlier revealed,
“Mahesh is an extremely
passionate person who loves to
make gangster films. He has
wanted to get back in the
Vaastav (1999) zone since a long
time and he has finally got
there. It is a hardcore gangster
film with an intense romantic
track.”
Priyadarshan’s last
Bollywood film was Rangrezz
which released in 2013, and
now, he is also set to come back
to helming duties with Hera
Pheri 3. Actor Suniel Shetty,
who stars in the film franchise,
recently said, “Talks are on
with Priyadarshan for the third
part. It should happen by the
end of the year. There is a lot of
discussion around it.”
But is it difficult to get into
the groove immediately after

(Clockwise from top) Mahesh
Bhatt, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rajkumar Santoshi and
Priyadarshan
such a long break? Pooja says
that in her father’s case it was
“Like a fish to water and a bird
to the sky.”
Echoing similar sentiment,
Sajid adds, “It’s not a sport that
if you don’t play, you will lose
touch. There is no expiry date
to creativity.”
In conclusion, trade analyst
Joginder Tuteja says that the
return of these film-makers
evokes nostalgia for audiences.
“They have helmed cult films
and have a huge fan following.
The audiences are happy to see
them back in action and are
eagerly waiting to see their new
films.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ReturningtoTVfeelsgood,
saysKaranSinghGrover
Kavita Awaasthi

CHRIS PRATT AND
KATHERINE
SCHWARZENEGGER
GET MARRIED

PHOTO:
YOGEN SHAH

no definite end to a story, it
could affect any creative
person who is creating content
for the said show every day for
years. Having said that, I would
happily play my new role,
whether it lasts for two
episodes or 200 episodes as it
is a fantastic role. I have
never played an older
character and I don’t have

reservations about playing
one either. Moreover, it doesn’t
get better than a chance to play
an iconic role on TV,” he
explains.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

I have never played an
older character and I
don’t have
reservations about
playing one either.
KARAN SINGH GROVER,
ACTOR

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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@ BIR BILL
ADVENTURE BREAK
EXOTIC LOCALES

FUN AND
EXCITEMENT

The 2nd edition of HT City Adventure Weekend
d
world’s best destination for the sport - Bir Billing.
h
went on an overnight road trip to experience th
being aii

A

dventure travel
beckons the
curious, the thrill
seeker, the
boundary
pusher. Adventure explorers
seek natural wonder, extreme
activities and remote
locations. The 2nd edition of
HT City Adventure Weekends
recently took twenty-six
adventure seekers from the
region on a journey to Bir and
Billing to experience the
exhilaration of paragliding.

The road trip included
motorcyclists and families
travelling in their cars/SUVs,
with some who especially
drove down from Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur, and Amritsar to
be a part of the 'high-flying'
trip.
Tucked away in the valleys
of Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh, the towns of Bir and
Billing are separated by a
mountain path of 14 kms; the
towns are practically
inseparable and always

referred to as one. The drive
from Bir to Billing makes the
adrenaline rush with each
hairpin bend that brings the
destination closer. The
paragliding takes off from the
edge of Billing, while the
landing happens at Bir. Bir
Billing is famous as the
paragliding capital of the
world. Bir is also famous for
its soulful Tibetan
monasteries set amidst scenic
and peaceful settings.
HT City Adventure

AVTAR SINGH & BABAN
Avtar Singh lives in Sunny Enclave,
Mohali. Avtar is a businessman by
profession and is obsessed with
bike riding, and his wife Baban
often accompanies him. He and
Baban have been to Shimla,
Kasauli, Kullu Manali, Mussoorie,
Rajasthan, and many more places
on their bike. Avtar says the trip to
Bir Billing organized by the
Hindustan Time was the most
special of all the trips they have
undertaken. He says, 'There were
many more people with us on this
trip; they were all new to us, but
we loved them very much. We
want that we get more
opportunities like this.'

SWINKLE SINGH &
RUCHI

MADHAV & PAYAL
AGGARWAL

Swinkle Singh and Ruchi run a
preschool in Ludhiana by the name of
Kreon Global. Swiinkle is a car
enthusiast and loves exploring new
places, meeting people and making
new friends. He and his wife were very
happy to be a part of the adventure
trip organized by the Hindustan Times.
The couple feels that the trip has given
them memories of a lifetime. They
eagerly look forward to be a part of
Hindustan Times adventure weekends
again.

Madhav Aggarwal who hails from
Amritsar, loves driving four
wheelers. He shares that his
Honda City is the one that gives
him the courage as well as
motivation to fulfill his passion
for travel. Palak Aggarwal, his
wife accompanied him on the trip,
and she always encourages him to
fulfill his love for wheels in any
and every possible way. Palak
said that the well organised trip
was a much-needed getaway from
routine life. 'Really looking
forward for more such
adventurous weekend plans from
HT', she says.

◗◗ Madhav’s birthday being celebrated at HT Adventure Weekends
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d
ds was a road trip for paragliding to one of the
g. 26 of HIndustan Times’ readers from the region
h
he thrill of taking flight from top of the cliff and
iirborne.

BALVINDER SINGH

Balvinder Singh who is from
Omaxe Chandigarh, is always
passionate to visit places on bike or
on four wheels. Being 51 years old,
in India it's an age where people
generally go away from their
passion and forget their hobbies.
But he always finds an opportunity
to fulfill his passion. He read the
advertisement in HT for this
adventure trip, which
incidentally coincided with his
promotion at work and he
converted the occasion into an
opportunity to go for a bike ride
and to pamper himself in his own
style. He says that he has made
new friends and that the tour was
really fulfilling, enjoyable and
adventurous. Balvinder says.
'Thanks to team HT for wonderful
arrangements and their personal
touch to every member.'

YUVRAJ VERMA
Yuvraj Verma resides in
Chandigarh and is teaching in DAV
College and pursuing PhD. He has
been to Shimla, Kasauli, Amritsar
and Delhi on the bike, but the true
spirit of biking - he has experienced
with HT. He had come on the HT
City Adventure Weekends' maiden
ride that was to Heaven's Retreat
in Solan; the second was this one to Flyer's Paradise at Bir Billing.
Yuvraj says that he has always
loved driving his bike, but riding
gets a completely new meaning
when you travel to such beautiful
places with people who share the
same passion. He shares, 'Traveling
to Bir and taking part in
paragliding was really a dream
come true.'

Weekends getaway kicked off
early morning from
Chandigarh, with a halt at
Sarai Bharatgarh, Ropar Road
for breakfast, before taking off
for the drive ahead to
Palampur and Bir. Road to Bir
was filled with the exquisite
scenic beauty of the snowcapped mountains. It was
hard not to stand in awe and
enchantment with the beauty
in which nature expressed
itself. With excellent roads
and fair weather, travel to the
destination - Flyers Paradise,
Bir, was breeze. After the
seven-hour journey, the
participants were welcomed
to a seamless check-in at
Flyers Paradise, post which
everyone took an afternoon
siesta in their respective
well-appointed and plush
rooms, cottages, luxury
tents, and family rooms.
Evening was a time to
celebrate the good times
with the quintessential
kababs and Kingfisher beer.
Rishi Agarwal a participant
from Hoshiarpur held the
evening and charmed
everyone with his wit and
wisdom.
Next morning people took
the off-road trip to billing
which was marked with
mesmerizing views and
treacherous terrain. The
view from the top was
magnificent. Most of the
participants took-off for the
20-minute flight to land at
Bir. Post lunch the entourage
started back for
Chandigarh.

SARAI BHARATGARH - THE
STOPOVER

Sarai Bharatgarh where the HT City Adventure
Weekends' participants stopped over for
breakfast, is a picturesque property designed
to be with complete harmony with nature. It is
a European concept property in 5 acres with
lush green lawns and backdrop of Kikar forest.
Sarai Bharatgarhis ideally suited for day long
activity and team building exercises, for
corporate lunch/dinner, get togethers and
casual meetings. 'Wanderers' bar serves a
variety of beer & wines with 360 degree view
of garden. The all-day dining restaurant serves
a-la-carte & international food.

OFF-BEAT PROPERTY TO VISIT
NEAR PALAMPUR PUSHPANGAN

Good Vibes Hospitality Services (P) Limited
based in Chandigarh is a boutique hospitality
firm specialising in property management of
handpicked vacation homes, cottages and
villas for vacations for group of friends or
family. Pushpangan villa Ménage near
Palampur, Himachal Pradesh is one of their
signature properties, an idyllic vacation home

in the lap of the majestic Dhauladhar
mountains. They also offer the exciting option
of hiring bikes from them to explore the diverse
and scenic sites that the area has to offer. For
art enthusiasts, day trips to the pottery studio
at nearby Andretta and the famous Sobha
Sîngh art gallery come highly recommended.
Pushpangan is ideal for groups of 6-9 persons.

THE DESTINATION - FLYERS
PARADISE, BIR

Inspired by the thrill of military life, which so
far remains the most popular vacation around
Himachal Pradesh, Flyers Paradise is made for
the adventure loving travellers and has
replicated the vigour and adventure of a camp
life. The Flyers Paradise aims to provide the
best services to each and every client in terms
of accommodation, food, security etc. The staff
is committed to provide par excellent
hospitality which gives you a feeling of "Home
away from Home". The Colonel's Grill
restaurant of the hotel provides sumptuous
food with mouth watering taste, which all
clients are sure to talk about with others. The
hotel is located in Bir (Baijnath, Himachal
Pradesh) at a site which gives a panaramic
view of the valley. It has got a combination of
Deluxe rooms, Family rooms, Super deluxe
rooms, Cottages and Luxury tents.
Event Organised by

Beverage Partner
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MONDAY,
JUNE 10,
2019

Elizabeth Hurley: The British model and actor,
known for her role in films such as Bedazzled
(2000) and the TV show, Gossip Girl turns 54 today.

Keeping health-conscious people around
you will prove a good idea, as it will help
you maintain perfect health. Returns
from previous investments will keep
your bank balance brimming. An
overseas journey is indicated for those in
ARIES
business. Your performance at work will be
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
impressive enough to warrant appreciation
from the top. You have to bring some stability
into your family life by spending more time together.

Planning a vacation with family or friends
is a foregone conclusion, so expect a
scintillating time! Some delay is foreseen
in receiving money loaned to someone.
Those not happy with the present
professional set up will get the
TAURUS
opportunity of landing a lucrative job.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Some of you are likely to participate in a
fun-filled activity at home. Those in search for a
suitable accommodation may find luck favouring them.

Sticking to workout routine may appear as
a boon for you on the health front. Money
invested in a scheme is likely to give
excellent returns. Some of you may find
yourself at professional crossroads and
not know where to go. Meeting your
GEMINI
near and dear ones in a family gathering is
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
indicated and will prove most enjoyable. An
exciting journey awaits some. Ancestral
property may become a source of pride for you.

Control needs to be exercised on the health
front. Things begin to look up on the
financial front for some. Some of you
are likely to get a raise or increment.
A celebration on the family front may
keep you busy. A business trip is in the
CANCER
offing and, for you, turning it into a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
leisure trip is a foregone conclusion! Fine
performance on the academic front is likely to
catapult your morale to a new high.

Love Focus: Some of you are set to improve your love life, so expect a
great day on the love front.

Love Focus: Romantic thoughts may dominate your mind today and
prompt you to plan something with lover.

Love Focus: Lover may compel you to find time for love from your
busy schedule today, so make the most of it.

Love Focus: You may not agree with lover about something and
upset him or her today.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Navy Blue

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Previous investments will start giving
returns now. A favour done to someone in
your professional capacity is likely to be
returned. Someone who is not quite
happy with you will be won over by you.
A pilgrimage or a vacation is on the cards
LEO
and promises an enjoyable time.
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
Construction of a house or apartment is set
to get completed soon, despite delays. You may
find yourself in a position of advantage on the monetary front.

Someone’s advice is likely to work wonders
for your health. A good day is foreseen
for those playing the stocks. Some
spare time can be expected on the
professional front, so enjoy your heart
out! Acquiring new office premises or a
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
house is on the cards for some. Travelling
alone is not recommended on a long
journey. Investing in property is a step in the
right direction. Meeting someone who secretly adores you is possible.

You are likely to find yourself more
energetic and fit now, than before. You
can come to saving mode on the
financial front. Support of family will
encourage you to inch closer to your
objective on the professional front.
LIBRA
Meeting a childhood friend is possible,
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
but you may not get a chance to spend
much time together. Travelling with a group of
friends is indicated for some and will be loads of fun.

Exercise and workouts may become your
key to maintaining good health. You will
be able to get your money released that
is not being done on some grounds or
the other. Company of friends can keep
you happily engaged. You may need to
explain your point of view regarding an
issue on the family front, as it may not be
self-evident. Keeping your travel plan open to
change will help.

Love Focus: Tiff with lover cannot be ruled out on the romantic
front. But we wary of hurting sentiments with your words.

Love Focus: You will get the opportunity to get close to someone
you are secretly in love with.

Love Focus: Much happiness and fulfilment is foreseen on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Lover is likely to share your romantic mood today, so
expect romance to rock!

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Someone may initiate you into a fitness
routine. Adding to your wealth is
indicated, as you make the right
financial moves. Your popularity on the
professional front may suffer a setback
due to your own inaction. Shifting to a
SAGITTARIUS
better location is foreseen for some.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Vacation time is here and you can expect to
enjoy it to the hilt. Shifting to a new house is
possible, especially for those getting transferred.

Financially, you may need to conserve
money. Introducing some new procedure
or drawing a new policy for the
organisation is possible for some. Your
participation in a family function will be
much appreciated and praised. An outCAPRICORN
of-town leisure trip is possible for some
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
and promises much excitement. Chances of
taking possession of a house look bright. A
celebration will be underway, but it may fall below your expectations.

An outstanding payment is likely to be
received and end your financial woes.
Someone may become your role model
on the fitness front and get you back
into shape. Your brilliant performance at
work can become the talk of the town.
AQUARIUS
A fun trip with friends and cousins is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
envisaged for some. Plan a trip properly, if
you want to make it enjoyable. Don’t take up
any property issue today, as stars appear unfavourable.

Some of you will be able to complete the
paperwork for a home loan. Forgive and
forget may not be an option for a senior
for some wrongdoing committed by you
at work, so watch your step. You are
likely to make the family front most
PISCES
happening today by suggesting
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something exciting. This is a good time to
take a break by going on some holiday
destination. This is a good day for dealing in property.

Love Focus: This is an ideal day to implement ideas on the romantic
front, so go all out for it!

Love Focus: Some of you will successfully manage to take your
romance a step further.

Love Focus: A feeling of being loved and wanted will help
strengthen romantic bonds.

Love Focus: The search of those looking for a suitable match is finally
likely to end.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea for the 1993 film Darr was born
after Hrithik Roshan and Uday Chopra,
producer Yash Chopra’s son, saw Dead
Calm (1989).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3112
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

TOWER
D GOOS
EEEPD N
ISTTYW
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Wrote, goods, deepen, twisty
ANSWER: We carry within us the wonders we seek without us. Thomas Browne

Meera Deosthale

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/MEERA.DEOSTHALE

Itwasexhausting
beingadailysoap Palash wants to collaborate
bahu,saysMeera with Raftaar and Divine
Samarth Goyal

Juhi Chakraborty
he life of a television actor
is not a cakewalk —
behind all the glamour,
fame and money, lie several
hours of shooting and no
leaves. Meera Deosthale, who
is a very popular name on TV
all thanks to her former show
Udaan, shares a few insights
on what it meant to be a part
of daily soaps.
“I was playing the lead, so I
had to be there in all scenes.
There would be big sequences
and at times the shift would go
up to 16 hours. There were
days when we used to pack up
at 2am and be back on sets at

T

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

We carry within us the _________ we seek without us.
- Thomas Browne (7)

10am. I have also shot for
straight 23 hours, but I never
took one leave in the past
three years. As a TV actor,
you have to be fully
committed,” she says. Meera
goes on to add that she would
go to the sets even when she
was sick. “However, doctors
were called on the sets and
the production house would
help. You had to shoot
because you can’t say that
‘telecast nahi kar sakte
kyunki actor beemar hai’. I
would only get just a day or
two off, once or twice a
month,” she says.
But the actor is far away
from that life now, as she is
on a break. The 23-year-old
quit the show due to a leap
introduced in the story which
would have required her to
play mother to a 20-year-old.
“I have started zumba
classes, I’m working on
myself and planning trips.
The last three years I have
worked non-stop and didn’t
even take one vacation or
leave. I was so exhausted.
Now I have got some free
time. I do have some
meetings, let’s see what
works out,” Meera says.
n

t has been more than two
decades since the Palash
Sen-fronted pop rock band,
Euphoria, put themselves on
the music map with the
single, Dhoom Pichak. And
now, 21 years and several
line-up changes later, the
band is still fronted by the
Lucknow-born musician,
who insists that the band’s
music comes from an
“honest” place, which is why
he still feels relevant.
“I don’t consider myself,
or ourselves as pop stars. I
am a simple middle-class
man, who just likes to make
music. When we started all
those years ago in 1998, with
Dhoom Pichak, people liked
our kind of music, and felt it
was different. That’s what
the motive remains today as
well — to be original, and not
to copy anyone else. That’s
how one stays relevant,”
says Palash.
The video of the band’s
recent single, Saajna, in
collaboration with singer
Akriti Kakar, which is based
around the terrorist attack
in Pulwama (Jammu and
Kashmir) which claimed the
lives of more than 40 CRPF

I

soldiers, too, has been
received well by the masses.
“The song was never
made for Pulwama exactly.
It just happened. I was
moved by the story of a
CRPF soldier who was on
the bus that day and was
video-chatting with his wife,
when the blast took place. I
just wondered, what would
he have been talking about
to his wife, and that’s why I
decided to make a video
around that,” he says.
The 53-year-old is quite
excited by the “new wave of
artists” in the independent
circuit, and hopes the nonfilm music industry is
popular once again. “With
digital platforms, a lot of
musicians have been able to
create a fanbase. You look at
someone like Prateek
Kuhaad, who has done so
well with his non-film
music,” he says.
“I really like Raftaar and
Divine’s work as well. I
would love to collaborate
with them. Artists are not
just dependent only on
Bollywood to make a living. I
think that’s great, and
things can only get better
from here,” he adds.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV

Palah Sen
PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

The Hangover
at 1907

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 Dunkirk
1130 DC Superhero
Girls: Inter Galactic
Games
1304 I am Legend
1442 Mission Impossible
1657 Now You See Me
1907 The Hangover
2100 xXx: The State of
Union

Bharjari at 1700
1134 Mr Bechara
1415 Sangharsh aur Vijay
1700 Bharjari
2000 Power Unlimited
2230 Majboor

Cars at 1217

Dolphin Tale 2 at 1909

1041 Ice Age:
Continental Drift
1217 Cars
1425 Night At The Museum
1628 Lion King
1822 Bleeding Steel
2050 Avatar

1137 Blended
1339 The Master
1514 The Ring
1709 Inferno
1909 Dolphin Tale 2
2100 US Marshals

Heyy Baby at 1436

The Real Tevar
at 1219

0842 Yamlok
1134 Main Prem Ki
Deewani Hoon
1436 Heyy Baby
1725 Autonagar Surya
2000 Parmanu: The
Story of Pokharan
2231 Snake in the Eagle’s
Shadow

0921 Dildaar The Arya
1219 The Real Tevar
1517 Judaai
1733 Phool Bane Angaare
1854 Shaktishali No 1
2100 Surya The Soldier
0015 Shatir - The Gangster

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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‘I CAN
RELATE A
LOTTO
KAPILSIR’

Actor Ranveer Singh says
his intensity for cinema
and acting is the same as the
ex-Indian cricket captain’s
passion for the sport

PHOTO: ERRIKOS
ANDREOU

Prashant Singh
n cricketing parlance, he is in
a sublime form and is
constantly hitting the ball out
of the park. After all, Ranveer
Singh has witnessed successes
as well as praises for his backto-back outings in Padmaavat
(2018), Simmba (2018) and Gully
Boy. And now, the actor has,
quite literally, hit the field as he
shoots for Kabir Khan’s next,
’83, based on Indian cricket
team’s famous victory at the
1983 World Cup. “Right now, I
am very happy because I am
getting to do what I love the
most [playing diverse parts],”
says Ranveer, as he talks about
playing the ex-Indian captain
Kapil Dev on screen, and being
on a roll at the box office.
Excerpts:

I

Right now, you are busy portraying
Kapil Dev. Are you finding it
difficult or challenging?
Yes, it’s very challenging. He
has a very distinct manner of
speaking, besides having a
unique and difficult bowling
action. Everyone — from
Balwinder Sandhu [excricketer] sir, Kapil sir to all
the current and former
cricketers that I have
interacted with — has given a
thumbs-up to my batting
technique. Toh woh theek hai
but the characterisation is
difficult. In terms of my look,
we have spent close to 100 plus
hours. Kabir sir wants to make
sure that it doesn’t look
caricaturish, or mimicry of the
[real] players. You should be
convincing, which means that
through all the distinctive
traits of Kapil Dev that I’d
imbibe, logon ko meri bhi ek
jhalak dikhayi de.

Finding the right
balance of how much
Kapil Dev to become or
transform into, is
proving to be a great
challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
RANVEER SINGH, ACTOR
And you seem to have struck a
great rapport with Kapil Dev…
To start with, I feel I can really
relate a lot to Kapil sir because
whenever he speaks —
especially about cricket and the
1983 victory story — he speaks
with such passion that it really
consumes him. I feel the same
passion for cinema and the
craft of acting. So, there’s no
straight answer to whether it’s
easy or difficult. There are a
few things that are coming
more easily than others. But
overall, yes, it is very difficult.
Finding the right balance of
how much Kapil Dev to become
or transform into, is proving to
be a great challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
Indian team’s victory at the 1983
World Cup has arguably been the
most important sporting event for
the country. So, are you feeling an
extra sense of responsibility and
pressure?
For me, the main thing is that
the players whose story we are
telling should be proud that we
celebrate their achievement in
the best possible manner. They
should watch it and feel,
‘hamari kahaani sahi se
dikhayi hai film mein’. That’s

of paramount importance. The
entire film team knows that the
responsibility is on us that it
must be done right. Those
people and their stories are
great, but it’s up to us to justify
those legends and their
legendary status. If it was an
epic win, we’ve to make an epic
film, too. And I am aware that
it’s a big-ticket film with a big
budget and mounting.

In Simmba, you teamed
up with Ajay Devgn and
Sooryavanshi will have
you work with Akshay
Kumar. You must be
really kicked about it?
I remember when we had
shot the Simmba scene
where Ajay [Devgn] sir
comes and stands next to
me, I was like, ‘f*** man,
main Ajay Devgn ke saath
ek hi film mein hoon’. I had
the same feeling when I
worked with Anil Kapoor,
and Govinda. Sometimes, it
feels as if I am living a
dream. My Twitter bio
reads, ‘Living the dream’
and that’s true because I
really am. Looking at actors
like Anil Kapoor, Govinda,
Ajay Devgn and Akshay
Kumar, ek chhote se ladke
ne socha tha ki usse bhi
hero banna hai. Once, in
Dubai, I paid tribute to
Amitabh Bachchan at a live
performance. And Mr
Bachchan was sitting and
enjoying my act. These
moments are just magical
and surreal for me. I can’t
explain how grateful they
make me feel for what God
has blessed me with.

For you, ’83 comes after back-toback successes like Padmaavat,
Simmba and Gully Boy. Do you feel
content about it?
Yes, it’s a very blessed time.
Over a period of time, I have
evolved and matured as a
person. I have grown into the
kind of person who is not result
oriented. So, I am not focused
on the result or the verdict. For
me, it’s about the process. In
Padmaavat, I got to explore my
dark side, while Simmba had
me in a flamboyant avatar. And
Gully Boy gave me an
opportunity to explore a very
real but hidden dimension of
my personality. All these
processes have been very
fulfilling, also due to the
diversity in all of them. And
now, I am following it up with a
very different experience — an
out-and-out sports film.
How did it all start? How did you
come on board for ’83?
One day, Kabir sir called me
and said, ‘I have a film for you’.
And when sir revealed that he
was making a film on the 1983
World Cup victory, I was very
happy and said, ‘it’s great that
someone is finally telling such
an inspirational story [on
screen]’. I was born in 1985, so
we always knew it was a great
story of our sporting history

about absolute legends. But
actually, the real story is about
who these team members were,
how the world looked at them
as ‘nothing’ and no one
believed in them at all.
However, a young, crazy
Haryanvi man [Kapil Dev],
who was India’s captain at the
age of 24, came in and changed
the team’s mindset, galvanised
them, and made them world
champions.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Fringe fever eclipses resort wear
Manish Mishra
hat is it about the allure
of fringes that even the
most cynical fashion
junkie falls for it hook, line and
sinker? This resort season,
statement-making, tactile
tassels have been seen
accenting dresses, gowns and
pantsuits in the showcase of
labels like Oscar de la Renta,
Gucci and Emilio Pucci.
Balmain has showcased
shoulder grazing dangler
fringe earrings and Michael
Kors has sent out bags trimmed
with giant tassels. In India, the
likes of actor Janhvi Kapoor
have been spotted in ensembles
by designers Falguni and
Shane Peacock, who’ve given
the classic fringe a modern
twist. At the Met Gala, too,
Naomi Scott cut a fine figure in
a metallic tasselled Burberry
ensemble. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
says, “Fringes add instant glam
and movement to every outfit
which brings out the
sensuality. I love the tougher
grunge rock vibe this time.”
The reason for the
recurrence of this trend is that
it’s not weather specific; it’s a

W

detail that can possibly be
added to outfits that are
pertinent to any season. Also,
they can take any form,
whether its leather to yarn, or
denim to metallic. Given all
this, it’s really making its
mark.
Designer Arpita Mehta says,
“Doing a fringe in a monotone
sets the best fashion
statement, add accents
with a feminine fringe
hemline, and you can also
flaunt some stylish fringe
heels or jazz things up with
tassel jewellery.”
Tassels and fringes can
be added on the hem of the
sleeves and dupattas if one
doesn’t want to be too out
there. “You can go all out
by wearing a dress filled
with fringes all over it
or can go in a minimal
way by just using it
for sleeves,
hemlines or
rope-ties,” says
Swapna
Anumolu,
founder of
Mishru.

Janhvi Kapoor in Falguni
& Shane Peacock (far
left), Resort 20 looks
from Pucci and Balmain
PHOTOS: NSTAGRAM/
FALGUNISHANEPEACOCKINDIA,
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Thestageissetforthese
directors’comeback

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

Juhi Chakraborty
omeback is a word that
piques interest and
garners immediate
attention. And in the months to
come, some much-loved
directors are all set to return at
the helm of affairs. Mahesh
Bhatt, Rajkumar Santoshi,
Mahesh Manjrekar and
Priyadarshan — these filmmakers have been missing in
action for quite a number of
years and in Bhatt’s case the
gap has been 20 years. So,
their return to films is
being highly
anticipated by the
audience, hence
proving the saying,
‘absence makes the
heart grow
fonder’.
Trade analyst
Atul Mohan
points out,
“They have an
incredible
body of work and they are great
storytellers who have made
remarkable cinema. The
audience is looking forward to
seeing what kind of story they
are now going to tell.”
Mahesh Bhatt’s last
directorial venture was
Kartoos in 1999 and many
thought that he has hung up his
boots because of his prolonged
absence. Hence, when he
decided to take the reins of
Sadak 2, a sequel to his 1991
film, Sadak, it took many by
surprise. His daughter Pooja
Bhatt, who starred in the
original, returns to the new
film along with Sanjay Dutt,
besides new entrants Alia
Bhatt and Aditya Roy Kapur.
Talking about why her
father decided to come back,
Pooja says, “Certainly not the
desire to make a ‘comeback’.
One thing he reinstated in all of
us is not to suffer from a
masterpiece complex. Which is
why the film feels like a
homecoming and the first
schedule was truly an
environment where work felt
like play. Even Alia was struck
by how ‘easy’ the vibe was on
set. He always says that he is
more an assistant who assists
people to touch their peaks,

C
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rather than a director who
imposes his limited vision.”
The return of another filmmaker, Rajkumar Santoshi,
whose resume includes films
such as Ghayal (1990), Damini
(1993), Andaz Apna Apna
(1994), The Legend of Bhagat
Singh (2002), Khakee (2004),
Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab Kahani
(2009), is also cause for cheer.
Santoshi, whose last stint as a
director was Shahid Kapoorstarrer Phata Poster Nikhla
Hero (2013). Santoshi is
currently filming his new film,
Bad Boy, starring newcomers
— Amrin and Mithun
Chakraborty’s youngest son
Namashi.
On how Santoshi came on
board, producer Sajid Qureshi
says, “We approached him for
this film as he is a very talented
person and everybody knows
his work. We wanted to launch
newcomers [through this film]
and thought he was the best
person to do it. He has a lot of
experience and knows how to
execute things.”
Director Mahesh
Manjrekar, whose last Hindi
film was City Of Gold (2010), is

TO
STOP PRESS ‘RETURNING
TV FEELS GOOD’
PHOTO: REUTERS

Kavita Awaasthi
ou will see a lot of me, on
screen, this year,” says
Karan Singh Grover with a
smile. He is thrilled that other
than a digital show, and two
films — Firrkie and Aadat
Diaries — he will be seen on
television as well. The actor
returns to the small screen
after six years, with an ongoing
hit TV drama, where he will

Y
CHRIS PRATT AND
KATHERINE
SCHWARZENEGGER
GET MARRIED

PHOTO:
YOGEN SHAH

returning to
Bollywood after a
sabbatical of eight
years with an
upcoming film starring
Vidyut Jammwal. But
in between, he did
direct a number of
Marathi films.
Talking about
working with the director,
Vidyut had earlier revealed,
“Mahesh is an extremely
passionate person who loves to
make gangster films. He has
wanted to get back in the
Vaastav (1999) zone since a long
time and he has finally got
there. It is a hardcore gangster
film with an intense romantic
track.”
Priyadarshan’s last
Bollywood film was Rangrezz
which released in 2013, and
now, he is also set to come back
to helming duties with Hera
Pheri 3. Actor Suniel Shetty,
who stars in the film franchise,
recently said, “Talks are on
with Priyadarshan for the third
part. It should happen by the
end of the year. There is a lot of
discussion around it.”
But is it difficult to get into
the groove immediately after

play an older character
sporting a salt-and-pepper
hairdo. “Returning to TV feels
good. It is a big deal to be
playing an iconic role (in the
reboot of the original show),
which was earlier essayed by
Ronit Roy, and he had done a
fantastic job in the show.”
Karan became a teenage
icon with the TV medical
drama, Dill Mill Gayye, in 2007,
which ran for three years.
Then, in 2012, he starred in the
super hit romance drama,
Qubool Hai, in the role of an
intense lover and found
success. Talking about his love

(Clockwise from top) Mahesh
Bhatt, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rajkumar Santoshi and
Priyadarshan
such a long break? Pooja says
that in her father’s case it was
“Like a fish to water and a bird
to the sky.”
Echoing similar sentiment,
Sajid adds, “It’s not a sport that
if you don’t play, you will lose
touch. There is no expiry date
to creativity.”
In conclusion, trade analyst
Joginder Tuteja says that the
return of these film-makers
evokes nostalgia for audiences.
“They have helmed cult films
and have a huge fan following.
The audiences are happy to see
them back in action and are
eagerly waiting to see their new
films.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

for television, he says, “I
started my acting career with
TV, so I am where I am because
of TV. It is the best place to
learn and be trained as an
actor. The amount of love you
get on TV is unbelievable.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

ctor Chris Pratt and
author Katherine
Schwarzenegger exchanged
vows on Saturday during an
intimate ceremony in
Montecito, California,
sources told People
magazine. “You can tell
today is the happiest day
for Katherine. She hasn’t
stopped smiling. And Chris
seems giddy with
excitement,” revealed an
PTI
insider.

A

INSTAGRAM/
EMILIOPUCCI,INSTAGRAM/
OLIVIER_ROUSTEING

n manish.mishra@
htlive.com
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@ BIR BILL
ADVENTURE BREAK
EXOTIC LOCALES

FUN AND
EXCITEMENT

The 2nd edition of HT City Adventure Weekend
d
world’s best destination for the sport - Bir Billing.
h
went on an overnight road trip to experience th
being aii

A

dventure travel
beckons the
curious, the thrill
seeker, the
boundary
pusher. Adventure explorers
seek natural wonder, extreme
activities and remote
locations. The 2nd edition of
HT City Adventure Weekends
recently took twenty-six
adventure seekers from the
region on a journey to Bir and
Billing to experience the
exhilaration of paragliding.

The road trip included
motorcyclists and families
travelling in their cars/SUVs,
with some who especially
drove down from Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur, and Amritsar to
be a part of the 'high-flying'
trip.
Tucked away in the valleys
of Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh, the towns of Bir and
Billing are separated by a
mountain path of 14 kms; the
towns are practically
inseparable and always

referred to as one. The drive
from Bir to Billing makes the
adrenaline rush with each
hairpin bend that brings the
destination closer. The
paragliding takes off from the
edge of Billing, while the
landing happens at Bir. Bir
Billing is famous as the
paragliding capital of the
world. Bir is also famous for
its soulful Tibetan
monasteries set amidst scenic
and peaceful settings.
HT City Adventure

AVTAR SINGH & BABAN
Avtar Singh lives in Sunny Enclave,
Mohali. Avtar is a businessman by
profession and is obsessed with
bike riding, and his wife Baban
often accompanies him. He and
Baban have been to Shimla,
Kasauli, Kullu Manali, Mussoorie,
Rajasthan, and many more places
on their bike. Avtar says the trip to
Bir Billing organized by the
Hindustan Time was the most
special of all the trips they have
undertaken. He says, 'There were
many more people with us on this
trip; they were all new to us, but
we loved them very much. We
want that we get more
opportunities like this.'

SWINKLE SINGH &
RUCHI

MADHAV & PAYAL
AGGARWAL

Swinkle Singh and Ruchi run a
preschool in Ludhiana by the name of
Kreon Global. Swiinkle is a car
enthusiast and loves exploring new
places, meeting people and making
new friends. He and his wife were very
happy to be a part of the adventure
trip organized by the Hindustan Times.
The couple feels that the trip has given
them memories of a lifetime. They
eagerly look forward to be a part of
Hindustan Times adventure weekends
again.

Madhav Aggarwal who hails from
Amritsar, loves driving four
wheelers. He shares that his
Honda City is the one that gives
him the courage as well as
motivation to fulfill his passion
for travel. Palak Aggarwal, his
wife accompanied him on the trip,
and she always encourages him to
fulfill his love for wheels in any
and every possible way. Palak
said that the well organised trip
was a much-needed getaway from
routine life. 'Really looking
forward for more such
adventurous weekend plans from
HT', she says.

◗◗ Madhav’s birthday being celebrated at HT Adventure Weekends
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d
ds was a road trip for paragliding to one of the
g. 26 of HIndustan Times’ readers from the region
h
he thrill of taking flight from top of the cliff and
iirborne.

BALVINDER SINGH

Balvinder Singh who is from
Omaxe Chandigarh, is always
passionate to visit places on bike or
on four wheels. Being 51 years old,
in India it's an age where people
generally go away from their
passion and forget their hobbies.
But he always finds an opportunity
to fulfill his passion. He read the
advertisement in HT for this
adventure trip, which
incidentally coincided with his
promotion at work and he
converted the occasion into an
opportunity to go for a bike ride
and to pamper himself in his own
style. He says that he has made
new friends and that the tour was
really fulfilling, enjoyable and
adventurous. Balvinder says.
'Thanks to team HT for wonderful
arrangements and their personal
touch to every member.'

YUVRAJ VERMA
Yuvraj Verma resides in
Chandigarh and is teaching in DAV
College and pursuing PhD. He has
been to Shimla, Kasauli, Amritsar
and Delhi on the bike, but the true
spirit of biking - he has experienced
with HT. He had come on the HT
City Adventure Weekends' maiden
ride that was to Heaven's Retreat
in Solan; the second was this one to Flyer's Paradise at Bir Billing.
Yuvraj says that he has always
loved driving his bike, but riding
gets a completely new meaning
when you travel to such beautiful
places with people who share the
same passion. He shares, 'Traveling
to Bir and taking part in
paragliding was really a dream
come true.'

Weekends getaway kicked off
early morning from
Chandigarh, with a halt at
Sarai Bharatgarh, Ropar Road
for breakfast, before taking off
for the drive ahead to
Palampur and Bir. Road to Bir
was filled with the exquisite
scenic beauty of the snowcapped mountains. It was
hard not to stand in awe and
enchantment with the beauty
in which nature expressed
itself. With excellent roads
and fair weather, travel to the
destination - Flyers Paradise,
Bir, was breeze. After the
seven-hour journey, the
participants were welcomed
to a seamless check-in at
Flyers Paradise, post which
everyone took an afternoon
siesta in their respective
well-appointed and plush
rooms, cottages, luxury
tents, and family rooms.
Evening was a time to
celebrate the good times
with the quintessential
kababs and Kingfisher beer.
Rishi Agarwal a participant
from Hoshiarpur held the
evening and charmed
everyone with his wit and
wisdom.
Next morning people took
the off-road trip to billing
which was marked with
mesmerizing views and
treacherous terrain. The
view from the top was
magnificent. Most of the
participants took-off for the
20-minute flight to land at
Bir. Post lunch the entourage
started back for
Chandigarh.

SARAI BHARATGARH - THE
STOPOVER

Sarai Bharatgarh where the HT City Adventure
Weekends' participants stopped over for
breakfast, is a picturesque property designed
to be with complete harmony with nature. It is
a European concept property in 5 acres with
lush green lawns and backdrop of Kikar forest.
Sarai Bharatgarhis ideally suited for day long
activity and team building exercises, for
corporate lunch/dinner, get togethers and
casual meetings. 'Wanderers' bar serves a
variety of beer & wines with 360 degree view
of garden. The all-day dining restaurant serves
a-la-carte & international food.

OFF-BEAT PROPERTY TO VISIT
NEAR PALAMPUR PUSHPANGAN

Good Vibes Hospitality Services (P) Limited
based in Chandigarh is a boutique hospitality
firm specialising in property management of
handpicked vacation homes, cottages and
villas for vacations for group of friends or
family. Pushpangan villa Ménage near
Palampur, Himachal Pradesh is one of their
signature properties, an idyllic vacation home

in the lap of the majestic Dhauladhar
mountains. They also offer the exciting option
of hiring bikes from them to explore the diverse
and scenic sites that the area has to offer. For
art enthusiasts, day trips to the pottery studio
at nearby Andretta and the famous Sobha
Sîngh art gallery come highly recommended.
Pushpangan is ideal for groups of 6-9 persons.

THE DESTINATION - FLYERS
PARADISE, BIR

Inspired by the thrill of military life, which so
far remains the most popular vacation around
Himachal Pradesh, Flyers Paradise is made for
the adventure loving travellers and has
replicated the vigour and adventure of a camp
life. The Flyers Paradise aims to provide the
best services to each and every client in terms
of accommodation, food, security etc. The staff
is committed to provide par excellent
hospitality which gives you a feeling of "Home
away from Home". The Colonel's Grill
restaurant of the hotel provides sumptuous
food with mouth watering taste, which all
clients are sure to talk about with others. The
hotel is located in Bir (Baijnath, Himachal
Pradesh) at a site which gives a panaramic
view of the valley. It has got a combination of
Deluxe rooms, Family rooms, Super deluxe
rooms, Cottages and Luxury tents.
Event Organised by

Beverage Partner
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Elizabeth Hurley: The British model and actor,
known for her role in films such as Bedazzled
(2000) and the TV show, Gossip Girl turns 54 today.

Keeping health-conscious people around
you will prove a good idea, as it will help
you maintain perfect health. Returns
from previous investments will keep
your bank balance brimming. An
overseas journey is indicated for those in
ARIES
business. Your performance at work will be
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
impressive enough to warrant appreciation
from the top. You have to bring some stability
into your family life by spending more time together.

Planning a vacation with family or friends
is a foregone conclusion, so expect a
scintillating time! Some delay is foreseen
in receiving money loaned to someone.
Those not happy with the present
professional set up will get the
TAURUS
opportunity of landing a lucrative job.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Some of you are likely to participate in a
fun-filled activity at home. Those in search for a
suitable accommodation may find luck favouring them.

Sticking to workout routine may appear as
a boon for you on the health front. Money
invested in a scheme is likely to give
excellent returns. Some of you may find
yourself at professional crossroads and
not know where to go. Meeting your
GEMINI
near and dear ones in a family gathering is
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
indicated and will prove most enjoyable. An
exciting journey awaits some. Ancestral
property may become a source of pride for you.

Control needs to be exercised on the health
front. Things begin to look up on the
financial front for some. Some of you
are likely to get a raise or increment.
A celebration on the family front may
keep you busy. A business trip is in the
CANCER
offing and, for you, turning it into a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
leisure trip is a foregone conclusion! Fine
performance on the academic front is likely to
catapult your morale to a new high.

Love Focus: Some of you are set to improve your love life, so expect a
great day on the love front.

Love Focus: Romantic thoughts may dominate your mind today and
prompt you to plan something with lover.

Love Focus: Lover may compel you to find time for love from your
busy schedule today, so make the most of it.

Love Focus: You may not agree with lover about something and
upset him or her today.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Navy Blue

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Previous investments will start giving
returns now. A favour done to someone in
your professional capacity is likely to be
returned. Someone who is not quite
happy with you will be won over by you.
A pilgrimage or a vacation is on the cards
LEO
and promises an enjoyable time.
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
Construction of a house or apartment is set
to get completed soon, despite delays. You may
find yourself in a position of advantage on the monetary front.

Someone’s advice is likely to work wonders
for your health. A good day is foreseen
for those playing the stocks. Some
spare time can be expected on the
professional front, so enjoy your heart
out! Acquiring new office premises or a
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
house is on the cards for some. Travelling
alone is not recommended on a long
journey. Investing in property is a step in the
right direction. Meeting someone who secretly adores you is possible.

You are likely to find yourself more
energetic and fit now, than before. You
can come to saving mode on the
financial front. Support of family will
encourage you to inch closer to your
objective on the professional front.
LIBRA
Meeting a childhood friend is possible,
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
but you may not get a chance to spend
much time together. Travelling with a group of
friends is indicated for some and will be loads of fun.

Exercise and workouts may become your
key to maintaining good health. You will
be able to get your money released that
is not being done on some grounds or
the other. Company of friends can keep
you happily engaged. You may need to
explain your point of view regarding an
issue on the family front, as it may not be
self-evident. Keeping your travel plan open to
change will help.

Love Focus: Tiff with lover cannot be ruled out on the romantic
front. But we wary of hurting sentiments with your words.

Love Focus: You will get the opportunity to get close to someone
you are secretly in love with.

Love Focus: Much happiness and fulfilment is foreseen on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Lover is likely to share your romantic mood today, so
expect romance to rock!

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Someone may initiate you into a fitness
routine. Adding to your wealth is
indicated, as you make the right
financial moves. Your popularity on the
professional front may suffer a setback
due to your own inaction. Shifting to a
SAGITTARIUS
better location is foreseen for some.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Vacation time is here and you can expect to
enjoy it to the hilt. Shifting to a new house is
possible, especially for those getting transferred.

Financially, you may need to conserve
money. Introducing some new procedure
or drawing a new policy for the
organisation is possible for some. Your
participation in a family function will be
much appreciated and praised. An outCAPRICORN
of-town leisure trip is possible for some
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
and promises much excitement. Chances of
taking possession of a house look bright. A
celebration will be underway, but it may fall below your expectations.

An outstanding payment is likely to be
received and end your financial woes.
Someone may become your role model
on the fitness front and get you back
into shape. Your brilliant performance at
work can become the talk of the town.
AQUARIUS
A fun trip with friends and cousins is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
envisaged for some. Plan a trip properly, if
you want to make it enjoyable. Don’t take up
any property issue today, as stars appear unfavourable.

Some of you will be able to complete the
paperwork for a home loan. Forgive and
forget may not be an option for a senior
for some wrongdoing committed by you
at work, so watch your step. You are
likely to make the family front most
PISCES
happening today by suggesting
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something exciting. This is a good time to
take a break by going on some holiday
destination. This is a good day for dealing in property.

Love Focus: This is an ideal day to implement ideas on the romantic
front, so go all out for it!

Love Focus: Some of you will successfully manage to take your
romance a step further.

Love Focus: A feeling of being loved and wanted will help
strengthen romantic bonds.

Love Focus: The search of those looking for a suitable match is finally
likely to end.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea for the 1993 film Darr was born
after Hrithik Roshan and Uday Chopra,
producer Yash Chopra’s son, saw Dead
Calm (1989).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3112
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

TOWER
D GOOS
EEEPD N
ISTTYW
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Wrote, goods, deepen, twisty
ANSWER: We carry within us the wonders we seek without us. Thomas Browne

Meera Deosthale

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/MEERA.DEOSTHALE

Itwasexhausting
beingadailysoap Palash wants to collaborate
bahu,saysMeera with Raftaar and Divine
Samarth Goyal

Juhi Chakraborty
he life of a television actor
is not a cakewalk —
behind all the glamour,
fame and money, lie several
hours of shooting and no
leaves. Meera Deosthale, who
is a very popular name on TV
all thanks to her former show
Udaan, shares a few insights
on what it meant to be a part
of daily soaps.
“I was playing the lead, so I
had to be there in all scenes.
There would be big sequences
and at times the shift would go
up to 16 hours. There were
days when we used to pack up
at 2am and be back on sets at

T

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

We carry within us the _________ we seek without us.
- Thomas Browne (7)

10am. I have also shot for
straight 23 hours, but I never
took one leave in the past
three years. As a TV actor,
you have to be fully
committed,” she says. Meera
goes on to add that she would
go to the sets even when she
was sick. “However, doctors
were called on the sets and
the production house would
help. You had to shoot
because you can’t say that
‘telecast nahi kar sakte
kyunki actor beemar hai’. I
would only get just a day or
two off, once or twice a
month,” she says.
But the actor is far away
from that life now, as she is
on a break. The 23-year-old
quit the show due to a leap
introduced in the story which
would have required her to
play mother to a 20-year-old.
“I have started zumba
classes, I’m working on
myself and planning trips.
The last three years I have
worked non-stop and didn’t
even take one vacation or
leave. I was so exhausted.
Now I have got some free
time. I do have some
meetings, let’s see what
works out,” Meera says.
n

t has been more than two
decades since the Palash
Sen-fronted pop rock band,
Euphoria, put themselves on
the music map with the
single, Dhoom Pichak. And
now, 21 years and several
line-up changes later, the
band is still fronted by the
Lucknow-born musician,
who insists that the band’s
music comes from an
“honest” place, which is why
he still feels relevant.
“I don’t consider myself,
or ourselves as pop stars. I
am a simple middle-class
man, who just likes to make
music. When we started all
those years ago in 1998, with
Dhoom Pichak, people liked
our kind of music, and felt it
was different. That’s what
the motive remains today as
well — to be original, and not
to copy anyone else. That’s
how one stays relevant,”
says Palash.
The video of the band’s
recent single, Saajna, in
collaboration with singer
Akriti Kakar, which is based
around the terrorist attack
in Pulwama (Jammu and
Kashmir) which claimed the
lives of more than 40 CRPF

I

soldiers, too, has been
received well by the masses.
“The song was never
made for Pulwama exactly.
It just happened. I was
moved by the story of a
CRPF soldier who was on
the bus that day and was
video-chatting with his wife,
when the blast took place. I
just wondered, what would
he have been talking about
to his wife, and that’s why I
decided to make a video
around that,” he says.
The 53-year-old is quite
excited by the “new wave of
artists” in the independent
circuit, and hopes the nonfilm music industry is
popular once again. “With
digital platforms, a lot of
musicians have been able to
create a fanbase. You look at
someone like Prateek
Kuhaad, who has done so
well with his non-film
music,” he says.
“I really like Raftaar and
Divine’s work as well. I
would love to collaborate
with them. Artists are not
just dependent only on
Bollywood to make a living. I
think that’s great, and
things can only get better
from here,” he adds.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV

Palah Sen
PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

The Hangover
at 1907

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 Dunkirk
1130 DC Superhero
Girls: Inter Galactic
Games
1304 I am Legend
1442 Mission Impossible
1657 Now You See Me
1907 The Hangover
2100 xXx: The State of
Union

Bharjari at 1700
1134 Mr Bechara
1415 Sangharsh aur Vijay
1700 Bharjari
2000 Power Unlimited
2230 Majboor

Cars at 1217

Dolphin Tale 2 at 1909

1041 Ice Age:
Continental Drift
1217 Cars
1425 Night At The Museum
1628 Lion King
1822 Bleeding Steel
2050 Avatar

1137 Blended
1339 The Master
1514 The Ring
1709 Inferno
1909 Dolphin Tale 2
2100 US Marshals

Heyy Baby at 1436

The Real Tevar
at 1219

0842 Yamlok
1134 Main Prem Ki
Deewani Hoon
1436 Heyy Baby
1725 Autonagar Surya
2000 Parmanu: The
Story of Pokharan
2231 Snake in the Eagle’s
Shadow

0921 Dildaar The Arya
1219 The Real Tevar
1517 Judaai
1733 Phool Bane Angaare
1854 Shaktishali No 1
2100 Surya The Soldier
0015 Shatir - The Gangster

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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THE STAGE IS SET FOR THESE YESTERYEAR
DIRECTORS’ COMEBACK
>>htcity p3

shortstories
AUTHOR MANJEET
BAL RELEASES
HIS 12TH BOOK
CHANDIGARH: Author Manjeet
Singh Bal released his book
‘Kudrat di Qayanat’ during an
event organised by Punjabi
Lekhak Sabha, Chandigarh, and
Punjabi Sahitya Akademi at
Punjab Kala Bhawan. Littérateurs
Prem Gorkhi and Labh Singh
Kheewa were chief guests. Bal,
who has previously authored 11
books and made two documentaries, said he has been able to write
12 books due to his travels. Gorkhi
said, “This book makes us one
with the whole qayanat (cosmos).
It also makes us wish to read more
of Bal’s writings.” Professor
Subhash Sharma, who was the
special guest on the occasion, said
the book is a package of all
genres. The event also included a
discussion on a play ‘Chal Amritsar
London Challiye’ staged on June 1
HTC
and 2.

Event management
workshop concludes
CHANDIGARH: A workshop on
event management concluded at
MCM DAV College for Women on
Sunday. The aim of the workshop
was to help the students develop
skills for a career in event management. Studio 69 director
Bhanu Ahuja and Excelsior Public
Relations director Maninder Sethi
were the keynote speakers.
Participants were awarded
certificates. Principal Nisha
Bhargava lauded the efforts of
the speakers in making the
HTC
workshop a success.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The police have
booked three people for allegedly duping a Sirsa (Haryana)
resident of ₹7.7 lakh on the pretext of securing a government
job for him.
Those booked have been identified as Gursewak Singh, his
brother Kuldeep Singh and
Amandeep Singh of Ganganagar of Rajasthan. The Division
number 5 police have registered
a case under sections of 420
(cheating) and 120-B (criminal
conspiracy) of the IPC following
a complaint by victim Rajesh
Kumar, 30.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Malkit Singh, investigating the
case said that the accused and
the victim were working in a

SIX BOOKED FOR
CREATING FAKE
BANK ACCOUNT
LUDHIANA: The division number 8
police registered a case of cheating against six persons, including
three women, for creating a bank
account with fake identity proof.
The matter came to the fore
when the person, whose son’s
voter Id card was used to open the
account, received a notice from
the income tax department and
lodged a complaint with Ludhiana police.
In his complaint, ex-serviceman Jagdish Sachdeva, 75, of
Hoshiarpur stated that, his son
Amit worked in a bank on Mall
Road, in 2009.
The same year someone used
his voter card to open a fake
account in which ₹32.36 lakh was
credited and withdrawn on different dates. In 2016, his son moved
abroad.
Sachdeva accused the employees of the bank of fraud. According to him, his son’s voter card
used to kept in the drawer of his
table when he used to work for the
bank. He suspected that the
accused created the account to
make illegal transactions.
Inspector Amit Thakur of division number 8 police station said
that , a case has been registered
following an investigation
against Deepika Uppal, Gurpreet
Singh, Ajay Singhaniya, Shaifali
Dutta, Nitika Maheshwari and
Amit under Section 420 (cheating), Section 465 (punishment for
forgery), Section 467 (forgery of
valuable security or will), Section
468 (forgery for purpose of cheating), Section 471 (using as genuine a forged document), and Section 120-b (criminal conspiracy)
of IPC. A manhunt was launched
for the accused.
HTC

RETURNING TO TV
FEELS GOOD,
SAYS KARAN

‘I CAN RELATE A LOT TO KAPIL SIR’

RANVEER SAYS BOTH THEIR LOVE FOR THEIR WORKS MATCH >>htcity p3

>>htcity p3

State to revive Rajindra, Sheesh Mahal lakes
BEAUTIFICATION Chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh has expressed his desire to give a heritage look to these lakes, says DC
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Aiming to improve tour-

ism in Patiala, the state government has decided to revive two
lakes within its limits — Rajindra
lake on Mall Road and the Sheesh
Mahal Lake.
Presently, both the lakes have
dried up. Deputy commissioner
Kumar Amit said that the heritage city is all set to witness a
revival of Rajindra and Sheesh
Mahal lakes.
“Residents of Patiala will soon
be able to enjoy the glory of these
two lakes, which are being
revived by the state government,” the DC said.
He added that chief minister
Captain Amarinder Singh, who
hails from Patiala, has expressed
his desire to give an ancient
and heritage look to both the
lakes under the Tandarust
Punjab Mission.
“Under this scheme, Hansli
project has been prepared with
an expenditure of ₹40 lakh. The
Hansali, a rainy nullah, feeding
the sarovars (water bodies) of
Gurdwara Dukhniwaran Sahib
and Gurdwara Moti Bagh
Sahib, from Bhakhra main line,
which was constructed through
kar sewa, will now be extended to
the gardens and lakes of Patiala,”
he said.

Three booked for
duping man of ₹7.7L
HT Correspondent

5:24pm
7:20am

ACCUSED LURED RAJESH
THAT THEY COULD
SECURE A JOB FOR HIM
IN THE STATE BANK OF
INDIA AND MANAGED TO
GET ₹7.7 LAKH FROM HIM
same office in the Feroze Gandhi
market.
The ASI said that the accused
lured Rajesh that they could
secure a job for him in the State
Bank of India and managed to
get ₹7.7 lakh from him.
He said Rajesh made the payment in instalments but,
after getting the money, the
accused escaped to Rajasthan.
The police have launched a
manhunt for the arrest of
the accused.

n

He added that a ‘no objection
certificate’ (NoC), to this effect,
has already been received by the
district administration from the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC).
Elaborating on the beautification project for the Royal City, the
DC said that a separate regulatory gate has been installed in the
small water tributary on Nabha

Road, which extends from the
Bhakhra mainline, after which
the capacity and volume of water
going to Hansali has increased by
2.5 cusec.
Meanwhile, the DC said a separate pipeline will be added to Hansali, feeding the sarovar of Gurdwara Moti Bagh Sahib near the
Government Ayurvedic College,
in order to divert water to the

Sheesh Mahal lake.
The DC added that the entire
project is being personally supervised by chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh and Patiala MP
Preneet Kaur.
“Both the lakes will soon be a
haven for residents of Patiala and
tourists alike, a place where
morning and evening walkers
will be able to relax and rejuve-

DC Kumar Amit said that the entire project is being supervised by chief minister Captain Amarinder
PHOTOS: BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT
Singh and Patiala MP Preneet Kaur.

nate,” he said.
EARLIER PROJECT
FACING LEGAL HITCHES
On July 22, 2016, former deputy
CM Sukhbir Singh Badal had formally inaugurated the restoration work of the Rajindra lake. As
per the layout plan, besides the
two-kilometre concrete pathway
around the lake, it was proposed

Sports varsity will promote fitness
among youth, says Preneet Kaur

›

HT Correspondent
n

The sports university
will accelerate the
pace of strengthening
sports infrastructure in
Punjab, and help keep
youth away from drugs.

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Member of Parliament

(MP) from Patiala, Preneet
Kaur, has applauded the state
government’s decision to
set up a sports university in the
Royal City.
Thanking chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh, Preneet
said that the proposed institution will not only give a
major boost to sports in the
state, but will also help in
improving the infrastructure in
Patiala, which is the home bastion of Captain.
In a press release issued here,
Preneet stated that the incumbent Congress government is
committed towards promotion
of sports and has initiated many

PRENEET KAUR, Patiala MP

steps for the same in the past
two years.
“The university will accelerate the pace of strengthening
sports infrastructure in state,
which has already given some of
the best sportspersons to the
country over the years,” she
added.
Preneet said, “The sports uni-

versity will help in promoting
fitness among youth of state,
which will make them better citizens and give them the necessary direction towards a better
future for themselves and the
state.”
She added that sports will
also be an ideal way to keep the
youth away from drugs.

K AT O C H S H I E L D

She said that the state government has paved way for the
holistic development of youth
with this initiative, and by
fast-tracking the entire
process, it had also ensured
commencement of the first session this year.
Preneet said that as the
elected representative of the
people, she will personally
extend full support to the
project and facilitate the government in every way to realise
Patiala’s dream of becoming a
world-class centre for excellence in sports.
With this university, Punjab
will soon be sending many
excellent players to international sports competitions to
bring greater laurels to the
country, she said.

mustread
Farmers throng railway
station in search of labour
LUDHIANA: With the Punjab
government advancing date of
paddy sowing to June 13, farmers
from Barnala, Ferozepur, Moga
and other districts of state have
been rushing to railway stations
in search of labour to start sowing

Grocery store
owner held for
drug peddling
HT Correspondent
n

process in time. Over two dozen
farmers were seen wandering at
the Ludhiana railway station —
the largest station of the Ferozepur division — which caters to a
high footfall of migrant workers.
The farmers were seen wandering
at the platforms, ticket booking
››P2
hall and circulating area.

A Ludhiana batsman in action against Patiala during the Katoch Shield tournament at GRD Academy in
HT PHOTO
Ludhiana on Sunday.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Prabhsimran’s ton puts Patiala
in commanding position
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Prabhsimran Singh

showed his mettle with the bat to
put Patiala in a comfortable position in the two-day match against
Ludhiana in the ongoing Punjab
Inter-District Cricket Tournament for Katoch Shield, by hitting
a scintillating century at the GRD
Academy in Ludhiana, on Sunday. Prabhsimran, who captained India in the U-19 Asia Cup
final in 2018, smashed 112 runs off
129 deliveries to propel Patiala in
their first innings.
On winning toss, Patiala captain Sanvir Singh opted to bat.
Opening the innings, Prabhsimran Singh plundered runs at free

will. The wickets kept tumbling
from other end at regular intervals. Seasoned opening batsman
Jiwanjot faced three balls and
could score only one run when he
was trapped in front of the wickets on Sukhjinder’s bowling.
Sanvir, Prabhjot and Akul
Pandove, scored 28, 33 and six
runs, respectively. Finally wicketkeeper batsman Anmol Malhota joined Prabhsimran and the
duo managed to take the total
over 200 runs. Mandeepinder
Bawa also chipped in with 34 runs
to propel Patiala.
Prabhsimran’s innings was
powered by 11 fours and two
sixes, Anmol faced 185 balls to
score 87 runs. In last match,
Parbhsimran had scored a double

century. Hosts Ludhiana came
back strongly and restricted the
Patiala to 378 runs in 94.5 overs.
Sukhjinder was the pick of the
bowlers as he took four wickets in
20.5 over and gave away 79 runs.
Spinner Krishan claimed three
wickets giving away 117 runs 35
overs. Simranjeet Singh took two
wickets and gave away 95 runs.
BRIEF SCORES
Patiala (1st Innings): 378 all
out in 94.5 overs (Prabhsimran
Singh 112, Anmol Malhotra 87,
Mandeep Inder Bawa 34,
Prabhjot Singh 33, Ikjot Singh
Thind 33, Sukhjinder Singh 4
for 79, Krishan Kumar 3 for 117,
Simranjeet Singh 2 for 95)
vs Ludhiana.

LUDHIANA: A 34-year-old man was

arrested with 150 grams of heroin
by a unit of a special task force
(STF) on Saturday evening.
The accused has been identified as Khushwinder Singh, 34, a
resident of Mohalla Bhagwan
Nagar of the Tibba area, who runs
a grocery store. He had concealed
the contraband in his backpack.
The STF unit in-charge inspector Harbans Singh stated that the
accused was arrested during a
special checking near Subhash
Nagar and that he had been
involved in drug peddling for
almost a year. Khushwinder procured heroin from an Amritsarbased smuggler whom we are still
attempting to arrest, he added.
Khushwinder Singh told the
police that the comfortable lifestyle of one of his friends,
who is involved in the drug trade,
influenced him to get involved in
the trade.
A case under Section 61 (punishment for Contravention in
relation to psychotropic substances) and Section 85 of the NDPS
Act has been registered

which the then municipal commissioner Gurpal Singh Chahal,
had passed speaking orders, recommending to drop the plan of
constructing the 2km-long pathway inside the lake’s boundary.
A sum of ₹41.6 lakh, spent on
the revival and beautification of
the lake, has gone down the drain
as the corporation lost the project
to legal hitches.

PUTA condemns cut
in HRA of Talwandi
Sabo campus staff
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Punjabi University

Teachers’
Association
(PUTA) has condemned the decision of the varsity authorities of
taking an “unwarranted and
unjustified decision” to cut the
house rent allowance (HRA) of
Yadwindra College of Engineering, Talwandi Sabo campus
employees from 20% to 10%.
PUTA secretary Jasdeep
Singh Toor said, “This decision
by the university administration
shows that the authorities deem
themselves over and above the
Syndicate body, which had
allowed 20% HRA in 1991.”
The office bearers of PUTA,
along with representatives
from the Yadwindra College of
Engineering, Talwandi Sabo
campus, met vice-chancellor
Prof BS Ghuman, registrar
and finance officer of Punjabi
Universioty, Patiala, and registered their protest with the
authorities.
The PUTA members said that
since long, the employees of Punjabi University regional centres
and neighbourhood campuses
have been experiencing discrim-

›

This decision by the
Punjabi University
administration shows that
the authorities deem
themselves over and above
the Syndicate body,
which had allowed 20%
HRA in 1991.
JASDEEP SINGH TOOR,
PUTA secretary

ination on many fronts, be it deputation on election duty or row of
issuing permanent entry stickers for their four-wheelers.
“PUTA members have talked
to the university authorities
many a times, but nothing concrete has come up. PUTA has
submitted an exhaustive
demand charter regarding
issues and needs of teachers of
the Punjabi University and the
vice-chancellor had agreed to
full cooperation on the same.
Yet, the university administration has not shown any swiftness
in decision-making,” the teachers’ body said.

Jagraon bridge project expected
to miss yet another deadline
LUDHIANA : With the Jagraon

n

to construct a new entrance gate,
install musical fountains, make
sitting arrangements, a tensile
structure for a food court and an
amphitheatre.
But after the civil writ petition
filed in the high court by Malvinder Singh, a scion of the erstwhile
Patiala royal family, the court
had ordered to treat the petition
as a representation, following

bridge construction project
expected to miss the June 30
deadline again, members of different non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are crying foul
over the failure of the administration and the Railways in completing the project on time. The
previous deadline was March 31.
Residents said that they
would be forced to observe the
third death (closure) anniversary of the bridge on July 14,
2016, as the bridge was closed to
traffic on this date. Last year, the
authorities had assured that the
residents would not have to
observe the third death anniversary of the bridge, but the
project, most likely, will miss the
deadline again and would not be
completed by July 14.
Social activist Gurpal Grewal
said that the project was going on
at a slow pace.
It was due to the lackadaisical
approach of the construction
company, the administration
and the Railways that residents
were at the receiving end due to
long traffic jams in the scorching

RESIDENTS SAID THAT
THEY WOULD BE FORCED
TO OBSERVE THE THIRD
DEATH (CLOSURE)
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BRIDGE ON JULY 14, 2016,
AS THE BRIDGE WAS
CLOSED TO TRAFFIC
ON THIS DATE
heat, he said.
A member of NGO, Sambhav,
Rahul Verma, said that the
project would surely miss the
deadline and the authorities had
failed to keep their promise.
Their NGO would not observe
the death anniversary at the site,
but it was saddening that the
project had still not been completed, he said. Earlier, residents had observed two death
anniversaries of the bridge by
holding protests.
Member of Parliament (MP)
Ravneet Bittu had also been
monitoring the progress of the
work, but the project was
still expected to miss the
deadline. Before the Lok Sabha
elections, Bittu had even

accused the BJP of delaying the
project deliberately, so that the
Congress government was
blamed for the delay.
Deputy commissioner (DC)
Pradeep Agrawal said that the
work was going on and he would
only be able to comment on the
deadline after having a review
meeting with the Railways and
the municipal corporation(MC)
authorities.
The MC had to expand the
approach road, which leads to
the Durga Mata Mandir from the
Jagraon bridge to match the
width of the ROB, which is
being expanded from 7.5 metres
to 10.5 metres.
The tender for the project has
already been floated.
Earlier, in July 2016, the Railways had closed one leg of the
bridge, leading to disturbance in
the traffic movement, following
which, residents pressurised the
administration to expedite the
work on the bridge.
After waiting for over oneand-a-half years , the construction company, hired by the Railways, had started the work. But
the work was still incomplete
even though several deadlines
have been missed.
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Jasnoor, Chahat win top honours
FINE SHOW Jasnoor wins U-14 100m freestyle, while Chahat grabs gold in 50m breaststroke on Day 1 of the meet
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Jasnoor Kaur
clocked 1:01.57 to win gold in
girls’ U-14 100m freestyle race
on the first day of the Chandigarh Open Invitational Swimming Meet Sponsored by Speedo
India at the All-Weather Sector
23 swimming pool on Saturday.
Varnika Bashambu clocked
1:04.91 to come second, while
Osheen finished third with a
time of 1:13.26.
In the girls’ 50m breaststroke
Chahat Arora came first clocking 33:66, while Nishita came
second with a time of 41:75.
Sudrishti (47:16) came third.
In boys’ 100m U-17 freestyle
Uday Sharma came first with a
time of 55:95, while Suryansh
with the time of 58:18 came second. Bhavya Singh Thakur
clocked 58:29 to finish third.
In girls’ U-17 100m freestyle,
Leeza Phogat came first with a
timing of 1:07.67, while Gurnoor
Kaur of Chandigarh came second with a time of 1:09.15. Gurnoor Kaur of Jalandhar came
third clocking 1:12.25.
In the U-14 boys’ 100m freestyle, Rakshak Singh Thakur
came first with the timing of
1:04.48, while Dhruv Gupta
clocked 1:05.98 to finish second.
Kanwarjeet Singh Sandhu
clocked 1:06.20 to finish third.
The boys’ U-12100m freestyle,
Akshat Antil came first with a
timing of 1:12.63, while Samardeep Singh came second with a
timing of 1:13.87.
Daksh came third clocking
1:16.11.
The girls’ U-12 100m freestyle
race was won by Shubhnoor
Kaur who clocked 1:19:02. Pranshi Arora came second with a
timing of 1:21.95, while Harshleen Kaur came third clocking
1:24.92.

n

Farmers throng
railway station in
search of labour
A HARD CATCH Over two dozen farmers
from Barnala, Ferozepur, Moga and other
districts of the state were seen wandering
at the Ludhiana railway station
Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: With the Punjab gov-

n

ernment advancing the date of
paddy sowing to June 13, farmers
from Barnala, Ferozepur, Moga
and other districts of the state
have started rushing to railway
stations in search of labour to
start the sowing process in time.
On Saturday, over two dozen
farmers were seen wandering at
the Ludhiana railway station —
the largest station of the Ferozepur division — which caters to a
high footfall of migrant workers.
The farmers were seen wandering at the platforms, ticket
booking hall and circulating
area of the railway station waiting for the labourers from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal.

Jasnoor Kaur in action during the Chandigarh Open Invitational
Swimming Championship at the All-Weather Sector 23 swimming
pool on Saturday. (Right) International swimmer Chahat Arora
during a 50m breaststroke race.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

Randeep clocked 34.29 to win
the boys’ U-10 50m freestyle,
while Aryan Sharma finished
second with a time of 34.47. Jujhar Singh Gill came third with a
time of 34:48.

The girls’ 50m Freestyle U-10
race was won by Rehat Baath
with a time of 35.42, while
Apurva Sharma clocked 35.85 to
finish second. Jasleen Kaur
clocked 37.84 to finish third.

RESULT
Boys’ 100m Freestyle U-17: 1.
Uday Sharma (55:95), 2. Suryansh
(58:18), 3. Bhavya Singh Thakur
(58:29); Girls’ 100m Freestyle
U-17: 1. Leeza Phogat (1:07:67), 2.
Gurnoor Kaur (CHD)(1:09:15), 3.
Gurnoor Kaur (Jalandhar) (1:12:25);
Boys’ 100m Freestyle U-14: 1.
Rakshak Singh Thakur (1:04:48), 2.
Dhruv Gupta (1:05:98), 3. Kanwarjeet Singh Sandhu (1:06:20); Girls’
100m freestyle U-14: 1. Jasnoor
Kaur (1:01:57), 2. Varnika Bashambu
(1:04:91), 3. Osheen (1:13:26); Boys’
100m Freestyle U-12: 1. AkshatAntil (1:12:63), 2. Samardeep Singh
(1:13:87), 3. Daksh (1:16:11); Girls’
100m Freestyle U-12: 1. Shubhnoor Kaur (1:19:02), 2. Pranshi Arora
(1:21:95), 3. Harshleen Kaur (1:24:92);
Boys’ 50m Freestyle U-10: 1.
Randeep (34:29), 2. Aryan Sharma
(34:47), 3. Jujhar Singh Gill (34:48);
Girls’ 50m Freestyle U-10: 1.
Rehat Baath (35:42), 2. Apurva
Sharma (35:85), 3. Jasleen Kaur
(37:84); Boys’ 25m Freestyle U-8:
1. Gaivi Shira (18:22), 2. Trinabh

Farmers looking for labourers outside the railway station in
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
Ludhiana on Saturday.

Sharma (24:07), 3. Arnav Joura
(25:92); Girls’ 25m Freestyle U-8:
1. Kiratjot Kaur (26), 2. Ryan Preet
(28:95), 3. Pawani Bhatia (31:27);
Boys’ 50m Butterfly U-17: 1.
Hemansu (27:30), 2. Uday Sharma
(27:51), 3. Updesh Singh (27:62);
Girls’ 50m Butterfly U-17:
1.Gurnoor Kaur (Jalandhar) (33:33),
2. Gurnoor Kaur (CHD) (34:72), 3.
Leeza Phogat (36:03); Boys’ 50m
Butterfly U-14: 1. Anjan Sharma
(30:64), 2. Yatharth Rawat (32:40), 3.
Shivansh Bhatia (32:79); Girls’ 50m
Butterfly U-14: 1. Jasnoor Kaur
(30:31), 2. Varnika Bashambu
(32:40), 3. Vanisha Bashambu
(33:22); Boys’ 25m Breaststroke
U-8: 1. Trinabh Sharma (31:91), 2.
Rajveer Singh (33:07), 3. Arnav
Joura (33:25); Girls’ 25m Breaststroke U-8: 1. Pawani Bhatia
(32:78), 2. Kiratjot Kaur (42:24), 3.
Ryanpreet Kaur (50:35); Girls’
Breaststroke 50m Senior: 1.
Chahat Arora (33:66); 2. Nishita
(41:75), 3. Sudrishti (47:16); Boys’
50m Breaststroke U-17: 1.

Harsimar (33:51), 2. Updesh Singh
(34:03), 3. Suryansh Sharma (34:16);
Girls’ 50m Breaststroke U-17: 1.
Disha Thakur (38:79), 2. Gurnoor
Kaur (Jalandhar) (38:90), 3. Gurnoor
Kaur (CHD) (40:56); Boys’ 50m
Breaststroke U-14: 1. Jayant Punj
(35:10), 2. Dhruv Gupta (36:35), 3.
Anjan Sharma (38:24); Girls’ 50m
Breaststroke U-14: 1. Vanisha
Bashambu (37:97); 2. Tista Tewani
(40:82), 3. Sanchi Bhargava (41:26);
Boys’ 50m Breaststroke U-12: 1.
Ramrinder Singh (38:82), 2. Samardeep Singh (44:94), 3. Daksh (45:52);
Girls’ 50m Breaststroke U-12: 1.
Arshpreet Kaur (38:46), 2.
Shubhnoor Kaur Vaid (47:30), 3.
Harshleen Kaur (48:71); Boys’ 50m
Breaststroke U-10: 1. Randeep
(46:25), 2. Sumit Rajain (48:62), 3.
Jujhar Singh Gill (52:82); Girls’ 50m
Breaststroke U-10: 1. Rehat Baath
(49:08), 2. Apurava Sharma (49:34);
3. Ojus Walia (51:05); Boys’ 100m
Backstroke U-17: 1. Dhruv Singh
Attri (1:04:88), 2. Bhavya Thakur
(1:06:29), 3. Aryan Saxena (1:09:74).

INCREASING RATES
A farmer from Zira tehsil of Ferozepur district, Baljinder Singh,
said, “Year after year, the labourers increase their rates.I came
to the Ludhiana railway station
on Friday evening and since then
I have been looking for labourers.”
“This year, the labourers are
demanding ₹4,000 per acre with
proper arrangement of food. Two
years ago, the rate was ₹2,200 to
₹2,500 per acre. Last year, the
price was increased to ₹3000
-₹3500 per acre. Also, they will be
accommodated in a motor pump
hut where we have to provide
proper electricity supply,” he
said.
Barnala farmer Randhir
Singh said, “There is already a
shortage of labour and as June 13
is coming closer, the rate of

BRIBE FOR FILING CHALLAN

DIYA, THE DIVA

ASI was arrested in
2016 for extortion

STATE GOVERNMENT
HAS ADVANCED
THE DATE OF PADDY
SOWING BY A WEEK
labour will also increase. The
date of paddy sowing in Haryana
is also same so labourers get
divided in two states which
results in shortage. If Punjab
government advances the date of
sowing to June 1 it will solve the
purpose.”
“The late sowing of paddy will
delay the harvesting and further
to vacate the land for wheat sowing, farmers will have to burn
the paddy straw,” he said, adding, that the farmers are going
ahead with Peeli Pusa variety
because it gives more yield compared to the parmal varieties as
suggested by PAU experts.
‘PROVIDE US WITH
AN ALTERNATIVE’
Farmer Baljit Singh of Moga
said, “if PAU experts and government are delaying the paddy
sowing due to falling water levels
then they should stop the paddy
cultivation in the state and provide the farmers with an alternative crop because late sowing of
paddy will not solve the problem.”
Baljit said that due to late sowing of paddy, farmers face shortage of labour which in turn leads
to inflated labour cost further.
“If farmers sow parmal varieties, the yield per acre will be
reduced compared to the yield of
pusa varieties. So there will be
minimal earnings from the
same,” he said.

Ruturaj, Shubman guide
India A to emphatic win

Shailee Dogra
n

MOHALI : Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Kewal Singh, who is on the
run after the Vigilance Bureau
arrested his accomplice accepting bribe on Thursday, was
booked before on charges of
extortion. Presently posted as the
in-charge of Sunny Enclave
police post in Kharar, Kewal was
arrested in September 2016 on
charges of extortion and corruption. A departmental inquiry was
initiated against him by
Mohali senior superintendent of
police (SSP) HS Bhullar on
Thursday, soon after the raid at
the police post.

n

Chhatbir zoo’s only white tigress Diya strikes a pose for the visitors while playing around, near
Zirakpur on Saturday.
SANT ARORA/HT

CHANDIGARH : Ruturaj Gaikwad

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

HAD THREATENED
A SALON OWNER
In the 2016 case, the owner of a
salon in Zirakpur had lodged a
complaint that the ASI, along
with a property dealer, had
extorted ₹50,000 from her, threatening to implicate her in a false
case of immoral trafficking.
A case under the relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code and
the Prevention of Corruption Act
was registered at Zirakpur after
Kewal was indicted in an inquiry.
After the complaint, he was
suspended, re-instated only in
January 2017 and posted at Dera
Bassi police station. The charges
of corruption were dropped
against him but a challan was
filed for extortion, trial of which
is still pending in Dera Bassi.
Kewal was later transferred to
Kharar (city) police station and
earlier this year, was posted as
in-charge of the Sunny Enclave

n

Accused ASI Kewal Singh

police post.
HAD STALLED FILING
OF A CHALLAN
In the present case, Kewal had
demanded ₹10,000 from one
Shimla Devi for filling the challan
in a land cheating case, but the
deal was struck at ₹5,000, police
said.
Shimla Devi and her son
Naresh had alleged that Kewal
claimed was delaying filing of
challan till the death certificate of
Devi’s another son, who had committed suicide owing to the land
dispute, was submitted.
After much delay, the case registered on July 19, 2018, under
Sections 420, 120 B of the Indian
Penal Code at Kharar (city) police
station and the dealing hand of
this case was Kewal.
“Kewal hails from Patiala and
raids are on to nab him,” said
inspector Tejpal Singh who
headed the vigilance team that
arrested the ASI’s private computer operator, Sarabjeet Singh,
on Thursday.

and Shubman Gill scored a century each to help India A defeat
Sri Lanka A by 10 wickets in the
second one-dayer at Union Gymkhana Ground in Belgaum on
Saturday.
Set a target of 242, India A
achieved a 10-wicket victory in
33.3 overs. Batting first, Sri Lanka
A scored 242 for the loss of seven
wickets in 50 overs.
Shehan Jayasuriya scored his
second consecutive century but it
went in vain.
After an initial stutter wherein
Sri Lanka A lost quick wickets
and were reduced to 81 for the loss
of six wickets in just 23.1 overs,
the visitors recovered to post a
good total. The recovery was possible because of Jayasuriya scoring a century, while Ishan Jayaratne adding an unbeaten halfcentury for the visitors.
Jayasuriya was in good touch
and scored 101 of 139 balls inclusive of eight fours and a six.
He came in when Sri Lanka
were 7 for the loss of two wickets
in four overs before slumping to
27 for 4 inside the first ten overs.
Jayaratne played a quickfire
unbeaten 79 of 73 balls and added
142 runs with Jayasuriya.
MD Shanaka scored 20, while
PHKD Mendis made 19 runs.
For India A, Tushar Deshpande snared two wickets for 51
runs, while Shivam Dube took
two wickets for 47.
Shreyas Gopal (1 for 26),
Deepak Hooda (1 for 37) and IC
Porel (1 for 38) were the other
wicket-takers for India A.
Chasing, India A saw centuries

n

Shubman Gill retired hurt at 109 as India A cruised to the victory in
just 33.3 overs without losing a wicket.
HT FILE

from both openers Ruturaj Gaikwad and Shubman Gill.
Gill retired hurt he was on 109
of 96 balls, with the team score at
226 for no loss in 30 overs. Gill hit
14 fours and two sixes in his
knock. Gaikwad then guided
India home along with Prashant
Chopra. For Gaikwad who had
scored unbeaten 187 in the first
match, this was his second consecutive century.
He remained unbeaten on 125
of 94 balls studded with 14 fours
and four towering sixes.
HTC

BRIEF SCORES
India A 243 for 0 (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 125no, Shubman
Gill 109no, Prashant Chopra
1 no) beat Sri Lanka A 242 for 7
(Shehan Jayasuriya 101, Ishan
Jayaratne 79, Shanaka 20,
Mendis 19, Dube 2 for 47,
Deshpande 2 for 51, Shreyas
Gopal 1 for 26, Deepak Hooda
1 for 37 , IC Porel 1 for 38)
by 10 wickets
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‘I CAN
RELATE A
LOTTO
KAPILSIR’

Actor Ranveer Singh says
his intensity for cinema
and acting is the same as the
ex-Indian cricket captain’s
passion for the sport

PHOTO: ERRIKOS
ANDREOU

Prashant Singh
n cricketing parlance, he is in
a sublime form and is
constantly hitting the ball out
of the park. After all, Ranveer
Singh has witnessed successes
as well as praises for his backto-back outings in Padmaavat
(2018), Simmba (2018) and Gully
Boy. And now, the actor has,
quite literally, hit the field as he
shoots for Kabir Khan’s next,
’83, based on Indian cricket
team’s famous victory at the
1983 World Cup. “Right now, I
am very happy because I am
getting to do what I love the
most [playing diverse parts],”
says Ranveer, as he talks about
playing the ex-Indian captain
Kapil Dev on screen, and being
on a roll at the box office.
Excerpts:

I

Right now, you are busy portraying
Kapil Dev. Are you finding it
difficult or challenging?
Yes, it’s very challenging. He
has a very distinct manner of
speaking, besides having a
unique and difficult bowling
action. Everyone — from
Balwinder Sandhu [excricketer] sir, Kapil sir to all
the current and former
cricketers that I have
interacted with — has given a
thumbs-up to my batting
technique. Toh woh theek hai
but the characterisation is
difficult. In terms of my look,
we have spent close to 100 plus
hours. Kabir sir wants to make
sure that it doesn’t look
caricaturish, or mimicry of the
[real] players. You should be
convincing, which means that
through all the distinctive
traits of Kapil Dev that I’d
imbibe, logon ko meri bhi ek
jhalak dikhayi de.

Finding the right
balance of how much
Kapil Dev to become or
transform into, is
proving to be a great
challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
RANVEER SINGH, ACTOR
And you seem to have struck a
great rapport with Kapil Dev…
To start with, I feel I can really
relate a lot to Kapil sir because
whenever he speaks —
especially about cricket and the
1983 victory story — he speaks
with such passion that it really
consumes him. I feel the same
passion for cinema and the
craft of acting. So, there’s no
straight answer to whether it’s
easy or difficult. There are a
few things that are coming
more easily than others. But
overall, yes, it is very difficult.
Finding the right balance of
how much Kapil Dev to become
or transform into, is proving to
be a great challenge because
woh jarring nahi lagna
chahiye.
Indian team’s victory at the 1983
World Cup has arguably been the
most important sporting event for
the country. So, are you feeling an
extra sense of responsibility and
pressure?
For me, the main thing is that
the players whose story we are
telling should be proud that we
celebrate their achievement in
the best possible manner. They
should watch it and feel,
‘hamari kahaani sahi se
dikhayi hai film mein’. That’s

of paramount importance. The
entire film team knows that the
responsibility is on us that it
must be done right. Those
people and their stories are
great, but it’s up to us to justify
those legends and their
legendary status. If it was an
epic win, we’ve to make an epic
film, too. And I am aware that
it’s a big-ticket film with a big
budget and mounting.

In Simmba, you teamed
up with Ajay Devgn and
Sooryavanshi will have
you work with Akshay
Kumar. You must be
really kicked about it?
I remember when we had
shot the Simmba scene
where Ajay [Devgn] sir
comes and stands next to
me, I was like, ‘f*** man,
main Ajay Devgn ke saath
ek hi film mein hoon’. I had
the same feeling when I
worked with Anil Kapoor,
and Govinda. Sometimes, it
feels as if I am living a
dream. My Twitter bio
reads, ‘Living the dream’
and that’s true because I
really am. Looking at actors
like Anil Kapoor, Govinda,
Ajay Devgn and Akshay
Kumar, ek chhote se ladke
ne socha tha ki usse bhi
hero banna hai. Once, in
Dubai, I paid tribute to
Amitabh Bachchan at a live
performance. And Mr
Bachchan was sitting and
enjoying my act. These
moments are just magical
and surreal for me. I can’t
explain how grateful they
make me feel for what God
has blessed me with.

For you, ’83 comes after back-toback successes like Padmaavat,
Simmba and Gully Boy. Do you feel
content about it?
Yes, it’s a very blessed time.
Over a period of time, I have
evolved and matured as a
person. I have grown into the
kind of person who is not result
oriented. So, I am not focused
on the result or the verdict. For
me, it’s about the process. In
Padmaavat, I got to explore my
dark side, while Simmba had
me in a flamboyant avatar. And
Gully Boy gave me an
opportunity to explore a very
real but hidden dimension of
my personality. All these
processes have been very
fulfilling, also due to the
diversity in all of them. And
now, I am following it up with a
very different experience — an
out-and-out sports film.
How did it all start? How did you
come on board for ’83?
One day, Kabir sir called me
and said, ‘I have a film for you’.
And when sir revealed that he
was making a film on the 1983
World Cup victory, I was very
happy and said, ‘it’s great that
someone is finally telling such
an inspirational story [on
screen]’. I was born in 1985, so
we always knew it was a great
story of our sporting history

about absolute legends. But
actually, the real story is about
who these team members were,
how the world looked at them
as ‘nothing’ and no one
believed in them at all.
However, a young, crazy
Haryanvi man [Kapil Dev],
who was India’s captain at the
age of 24, came in and changed
the team’s mindset, galvanised
them, and made them world
champions.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Fringe fever eclipses resort wear
Manish Mishra
hat is it about the allure
of fringes that even the
most cynical fashion
junkie falls for it hook, line and
sinker? This resort season,
statement-making, tactile
tassels have been seen
accenting dresses, gowns and
pantsuits in the showcase of
labels like Oscar de la Renta,
Gucci and Emilio Pucci.
Balmain has showcased
shoulder grazing dangler
fringe earrings and Michael
Kors has sent out bags trimmed
with giant tassels. In India, the
likes of actor Janhvi Kapoor
have been spotted in ensembles
by designers Falguni and
Shane Peacock, who’ve given
the classic fringe a modern
twist. At the Met Gala, too,
Naomi Scott cut a fine figure in
a metallic tasselled Burberry
ensemble. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
says, “Fringes add instant glam
and movement to every outfit
which brings out the
sensuality. I love the tougher
grunge rock vibe this time.”
The reason for the
recurrence of this trend is that
it’s not weather specific; it’s a

W

detail that can possibly be
added to outfits that are
pertinent to any season. Also,
they can take any form,
whether its leather to yarn, or
denim to metallic. Given all
this, it’s really making its
mark.
Designer Arpita Mehta says,
“Doing a fringe in a monotone
sets the best fashion
statement, add accents
with a feminine fringe
hemline, and you can also
flaunt some stylish fringe
heels or jazz things up with
tassel jewellery.”
Tassels and fringes can
be added on the hem of the
sleeves and dupattas if one
doesn’t want to be too out
there. “You can go all out
by wearing a dress filled
with fringes all over it
or can go in a minimal
way by just using it
for sleeves,
hemlines or
rope-ties,” says
Swapna
Anumolu,
founder of
Mishru.
n manish.mishra@
htlive.com

Janhvi Kapoor in Falguni
& Shane Peacock (far
left), Resort 20 looks
from Pucci and Balmain
PHOTOS: NSTAGRAM/
FALGUNISHANEPEACOCKINDIA,
INSTAGRAM/
EMILIOPUCCI,INSTAGRAM/
OLIVIER_ROUSTEING
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The stage is set for these
directors’ comeback

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

Juhi Chakraborty
omeback is a word that
piques interest and
garners immediate
attention. And in the months
to come, some much-loved
directors are all set to return
at the helm of affairs. Mahesh
Bhatt, Rajkumar Santoshi,
Mahesh Manjrekar and
Priyadarshan — these filmmakers have been missing in
action for quite a number of
years and in Bhatt’s
case the gap has been
20 years. So, their
return to films is
being highly
anticipated by
the audience,
hence proving
the saying,
‘absence
makes the
heart grow
fonder’.
Trade
analyst Atul
Mohan points
out, “They
have an incredible body of
work and they are great
storytellers who have made
remarkable cinema. The
audience is looking forward to
seeing what kind of story they
are now going to tell.”
Mahesh Bhatt’s last
directorial venture was
Kartoos in 1999 and many
thought that he has hung up
his boots because of his
prolonged absence. Hence,
when he decided to take the
reins of Sadak 2, a sequel to
his 1991 film, Sadak, it took
many by surprise. His
daughter Pooja Bhatt, who
starred in the original,
returns to the new film
along with Sanjay Dutt,
besides new entrants Alia
Bhatt and Aditya Roy
Kapur.
Talking about why her
father decided to come back,
Pooja says, “Certainly not the
desire to make a ‘comeback’.
One thing he reinstated in all
of us is not to suffer from a
masterpiece complex. Which
is why the film feels like a
homecoming and the first
schedule was truly an
environment where work felt
like play. Even Alia was
struck by how ‘easy’ the vibe
was on set. He always says
that he is more an assistant
who assists people to touch
their peaks, rather than a
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director who imposes his
limited vision.”
The return of another filmmaker, Rajkumar Santoshi,
whose resume includes films
such as Ghayal (1990), Damini
(1993), Andaz Apna Apna
(1994), The Legend of Bhagat
Singh (2002), Khakee (2004),
Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab Kahani
(2009), is also cause for cheer.
Santoshi, whose last stint as a
director was Shahid Kapoorstarrer Phata Poster Nikhla
Hero (2013). Santoshi is
currently filming his new
film, Bad Boy, starring
newcomers — Amrin and
Mithun Chakraborty’s
youngest son Namashi.
On how Santoshi came on
board, producer Sajid
Qureshi says, “We
approached him for this film
as he is a very talented person
and everybody knows his
work. We wanted to launch
newcomers [through this
film] and thought he was the
best person to do it. He has a
lot of experience and knows
how to execute things.”
Director Mahesh

ou will see a lot of me, on
screen, this year,” says
Karan Singh Grover with a
smile. He is thrilled that other
than a digital show, and two
films — Firrkie and Aadat
Diaries — he will be seen on
television as well. The actor
returns to the small screen
after six years, with an ongoing
hit TV drama, where he will
play an older character
sporting a salt-and-pepper
hairdo. “Returning to TV feels
good. It is a big deal to be
playing an iconic role (in the
reboot of the original show),
which was earlier essayed by
Ronit Roy, and he had done a
fantastic job in the show.”
Karan became a teenage
icon with the TV medical
drama, Dill Mill Gayye, in 2007,
which ran for three years.
Then, in 2012, he starred in the
super hit romance drama,
Qubool Hai, in the role of an
intense lover and found
success. Karan reveals that he
was in talks for other TV shows
in the last couple of years but
nothing worked out because he
was “destined” for his
new serial.
Talking about his
love for television, he
says, “I started my acting
career with TV, so I am where I
am because of TV. It is the best
place to learn and be trained as
an actor. The amount of love
you get on TV is unbelievable.
You entertain and reach out to
so many people on a daily basis,
and for an actor that’s a high.
Also, the money is good on this
medium as you work every
day. Moreover, these days, TV
serials have huge budgets and
great production value,” says
Karan, admitting that usually
the never-ending storylines are
a deterrent for most actors to
work in TV shows. “If there is
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ctor Chris Pratt and
author Katherine
Schwarzenegger exchanged
vows on Saturday during an
intimate ceremony in
Montecito, California,
sources told People
magazine. “You can tell
today is the happiest day
for Katherine. She hasn’t
stopped smiling. And Chris
seems giddy with
excitement,” revealed an
PTI
insider.

A

Manjrekar, whose last Hindi
film was City Of Gold (2010), is
returning to Bollywood after a
sabbatical of eight years with
an upcoming film starring
Vidyut Jammwal. But in
between, he did direct a
number of Marathi films.
Talking about working with
the director, Vidyut had
earlier revealed, “Mahesh is
an extremely passionate
person who loves to make
gangster films. He has
wanted to get back in the
Vaastav (1999) zone since a
long time and he has finally
got there. It is a hardcore
gangster film with
an intense romantic
track.”
Priyadarshan’s last
Bollywood film was Rangrezz
which released in 2013, and
now, he is also set to come
back to helming duties with
Hera Pheri 3. Actor Suniel
Shetty, who stars in the film
franchise, recently said,
“Talks are on with
Priyadarshan for the third
part. It should happen by the

(Clockwise from top) Mahesh
Bhatt, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rajkumar Santoshi and
Priyadarshan
end of the year. There is a lot
of discussion around it.”
But is it difficult to get into
the groove immediately after
such a long break? Pooja says
that in her father’s case it was
“Like a fish to water and a
bird to the sky.”
Echoing similar sentiment,
Sajid adds, “It’s not a sport
that if you don’t play, you
will lose touch. There is
no expiry date to
creativity.”
In conclusion, trade
analyst Joginder Tuteja says
that the return of these filmmakers evokes nostalgia for
audiences.
“They have helmed
cult films and have a huge fan
following. The audiences are
happy to see them back in
action and are eagerly
waiting to see their new
films.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ReturningtoTVfeelsgood,
saysKaranSinghGrover
Kavita Awaasthi

CHRIS PRATT AND
KATHERINE
SCHWARZENEGGER
GET MARRIED

PHOTO:
YOGEN SHAH

no definite end to a story, it
could affect any creative
person who is creating content
for the said show every day for
years. Having said that, I would
happily play my new role,
whether it lasts for two
episodes or 200 episodes as it
is a fantastic role. I have
never played an older
character and I don’t have

reservations about playing
one either. Moreover, it doesn’t
get better than a chance to play
an iconic role on TV,” he
explains.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

I have never played an
older character and I
don’t have
reservations about
playing one either.
KARAN SINGH GROVER,
ACTOR

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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@ BIR BILL
ADVENTURE BREAK
EXOTIC LOCALES

FUN AND
EXCITEMENT

The 2nd edition of HT City Adventure Weekend
d
world’s best destination for the sport - Bir Billing.
h
went on an overnight road trip to experience th
being aii

A

dventure travel
beckons the
curious, the thrill
seeker, the
boundary
pusher. Adventure explorers
seek natural wonder, extreme
activities and remote
locations. The 2nd edition of
HT City Adventure Weekends
recently took twenty-six
adventure seekers from the
region on a journey to Bir and
Billing to experience the
exhilaration of paragliding.

The road trip included
motorcyclists and families
travelling in their cars/SUVs,
with some who especially
drove down from Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur, and Amritsar to
be a part of the 'high-flying'
trip.
Tucked away in the valleys
of Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh, the towns of Bir and
Billing are separated by a
mountain path of 14 kms; the
towns are practically
inseparable and always

referred to as one. The drive
from Bir to Billing makes the
adrenaline rush with each
hairpin bend that brings the
destination closer. The
paragliding takes off from the
edge of Billing, while the
landing happens at Bir. Bir
Billing is famous as the
paragliding capital of the
world. Bir is also famous for
its soulful Tibetan
monasteries set amidst scenic
and peaceful settings.
HT City Adventure

AVTAR SINGH & BABAN
Avtar Singh lives in Sunny Enclave,
Mohali. Avtar is a businessman by
profession and is obsessed with
bike riding, and his wife Baban
often accompanies him. He and
Baban have been to Shimla,
Kasauli, Kullu Manali, Mussoorie,
Rajasthan, and many more places
on their bike. Avtar says the trip to
Bir Billing organized by the
Hindustan Time was the most
special of all the trips they have
undertaken. He says, 'There were
many more people with us on this
trip; they were all new to us, but
we loved them very much. We
want that we get more
opportunities like this.'

SWINKLE SINGH &
RUCHI

MADHAV & PAYAL
AGGARWAL

Swinkle Singh and Ruchi run a
preschool in Ludhiana by the name of
Kreon Global. Swiinkle is a car
enthusiast and loves exploring new
places, meeting people and making
new friends. He and his wife were very
happy to be a part of the adventure
trip organized by the Hindustan Times.
The couple feels that the trip has given
them memories of a lifetime. They
eagerly look forward to be a part of
Hindustan Times adventure weekends
again.

Madhav Aggarwal who hails from
Amritsar, loves driving four
wheelers. He shares that his
Honda City is the one that gives
him the courage as well as
motivation to fulfill his passion
for travel. Palak Aggarwal, his
wife accompanied him on the trip,
and she always encourages him to
fulfill his love for wheels in any
and every possible way. Palak
said that the well organised trip
was a much-needed getaway from
routine life. 'Really looking
forward for more such
adventurous weekend plans from
HT', she says.

◗◗ Madhav’s birthday being celebrated at HT Adventure Weekends
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d
ds was a road trip for paragliding to one of the
g. 26 of HIndustan Times’ readers from the region
h
he thrill of taking flight from top of the cliff and
iirborne.

BALVINDER SINGH

Balvinder Singh who is from
Omaxe Chandigarh, is always
passionate to visit places on bike or
on four wheels. Being 51 years old,
in India it's an age where people
generally go away from their
passion and forget their hobbies.
But he always finds an opportunity
to fulfill his passion. He read the
advertisement in HT for this
adventure trip, which
incidentally coincided with his
promotion at work and he
converted the occasion into an
opportunity to go for a bike ride
and to pamper himself in his own
style. He says that he has made
new friends and that the tour was
really fulfilling, enjoyable and
adventurous. Balvinder says.
'Thanks to team HT for wonderful
arrangements and their personal
touch to every member.'

YUVRAJ VERMA
Yuvraj Verma resides in
Chandigarh and is teaching in DAV
College and pursuing PhD. He has
been to Shimla, Kasauli, Amritsar
and Delhi on the bike, but the true
spirit of biking - he has experienced
with HT. He had come on the HT
City Adventure Weekends' maiden
ride that was to Heaven's Retreat
in Solan; the second was this one to Flyer's Paradise at Bir Billing.
Yuvraj says that he has always
loved driving his bike, but riding
gets a completely new meaning
when you travel to such beautiful
places with people who share the
same passion. He shares, 'Traveling
to Bir and taking part in
paragliding was really a dream
come true.'

Weekends getaway kicked off
early morning from
Chandigarh, with a halt at
Sarai Bharatgarh, Ropar Road
for breakfast, before taking off
for the drive ahead to
Palampur and Bir. Road to Bir
was filled with the exquisite
scenic beauty of the snowcapped mountains. It was
hard not to stand in awe and
enchantment with the beauty
in which nature expressed
itself. With excellent roads
and fair weather, travel to the
destination - Flyers Paradise,
Bir, was breeze. After the
seven-hour journey, the
participants were welcomed
to a seamless check-in at
Flyers Paradise, post which
everyone took an afternoon
siesta in their respective
well-appointed and plush
rooms, cottages, luxury
tents, and family rooms.
Evening was a time to
celebrate the good times
with the quintessential
kababs and Kingfisher beer.
Rishi Agarwal a participant
from Hoshiarpur held the
evening and charmed
everyone with his wit and
wisdom.
Next morning people took
the off-road trip to billing
which was marked with
mesmerizing views and
treacherous terrain. The
view from the top was
magnificent. Most of the
participants took-off for the
20-minute flight to land at
Bir. Post lunch the entourage
started back for
Chandigarh.

SARAI BHARATGARH - THE
STOPOVER

Sarai Bharatgarh where the HT City Adventure
Weekends' participants stopped over for
breakfast, is a picturesque property designed
to be with complete harmony with nature. It is
a European concept property in 5 acres with
lush green lawns and backdrop of Kikar forest.
Sarai Bharatgarhis ideally suited for day long
activity and team building exercises, for
corporate lunch/dinner, get togethers and
casual meetings. 'Wanderers' bar serves a
variety of beer & wines with 360 degree view
of garden. The all-day dining restaurant serves
a-la-carte & international food.

OFF-BEAT PROPERTY TO VISIT
NEAR PALAMPUR PUSHPANGAN

Good Vibes Hospitality Services (P) Limited
based in Chandigarh is a boutique hospitality
firm specialising in property management of
handpicked vacation homes, cottages and
villas for vacations for group of friends or
family. Pushpangan villa Ménage near
Palampur, Himachal Pradesh is one of their
signature properties, an idyllic vacation home

in the lap of the majestic Dhauladhar
mountains. They also offer the exciting option
of hiring bikes from them to explore the diverse
and scenic sites that the area has to offer. For
art enthusiasts, day trips to the pottery studio
at nearby Andretta and the famous Sobha
Sîngh art gallery come highly recommended.
Pushpangan is ideal for groups of 6-9 persons.

THE DESTINATION - FLYERS
PARADISE, BIR

Inspired by the thrill of military life, which so
far remains the most popular vacation around
Himachal Pradesh, Flyers Paradise is made for
the adventure loving travellers and has
replicated the vigour and adventure of a camp
life. The Flyers Paradise aims to provide the
best services to each and every client in terms
of accommodation, food, security etc. The staff
is committed to provide par excellent
hospitality which gives you a feeling of "Home
away from Home". The Colonel's Grill
restaurant of the hotel provides sumptuous
food with mouth watering taste, which all
clients are sure to talk about with others. The
hotel is located in Bir (Baijnath, Himachal
Pradesh) at a site which gives a panaramic
view of the valley. It has got a combination of
Deluxe rooms, Family rooms, Super deluxe
rooms, Cottages and Luxury tents.
Event Organised by

Beverage Partner
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152,
40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

MONDAY,
JUNE 10,
2019

Elizabeth Hurley: The British model and actor,
known for her role in films such as Bedazzled
(2000) and the TV show, Gossip Girl turns 54 today.

Keeping health-conscious people around
you will prove a good idea, as it will help
you maintain perfect health. Returns
from previous investments will keep
your bank balance brimming. An
overseas journey is indicated for those in
ARIES
business. Your performance at work will be
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
impressive enough to warrant appreciation
from the top. You have to bring some stability
into your family life by spending more time together.

Planning a vacation with family or friends
is a foregone conclusion, so expect a
scintillating time! Some delay is foreseen
in receiving money loaned to someone.
Those not happy with the present
professional set up will get the
TAURUS
opportunity of landing a lucrative job.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Some of you are likely to participate in a
fun-filled activity at home. Those in search for a
suitable accommodation may find luck favouring them.

Sticking to workout routine may appear as
a boon for you on the health front. Money
invested in a scheme is likely to give
excellent returns. Some of you may find
yourself at professional crossroads and
not know where to go. Meeting your
GEMINI
near and dear ones in a family gathering is
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
indicated and will prove most enjoyable. An
exciting journey awaits some. Ancestral
property may become a source of pride for you.

Control needs to be exercised on the health
front. Things begin to look up on the
financial front for some. Some of you
are likely to get a raise or increment.
A celebration on the family front may
keep you busy. A business trip is in the
CANCER
offing and, for you, turning it into a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
leisure trip is a foregone conclusion! Fine
performance on the academic front is likely to
catapult your morale to a new high.

Love Focus: Some of you are set to improve your love life, so expect a
great day on the love front.

Love Focus: Romantic thoughts may dominate your mind today and
prompt you to plan something with lover.

Love Focus: Lover may compel you to find time for love from your
busy schedule today, so make the most of it.

Love Focus: You may not agree with lover about something and
upset him or her today.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Navy Blue

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Pink

Previous investments will start giving
returns now. A favour done to someone in
your professional capacity is likely to be
returned. Someone who is not quite
happy with you will be won over by you.
A pilgrimage or a vacation is on the cards
LEO
and promises an enjoyable time.
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
Construction of a house or apartment is set
to get completed soon, despite delays. You may
find yourself in a position of advantage on the monetary front.

Someone’s advice is likely to work wonders
for your health. A good day is foreseen
for those playing the stocks. Some
spare time can be expected on the
professional front, so enjoy your heart
out! Acquiring new office premises or a
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
house is on the cards for some. Travelling
alone is not recommended on a long
journey. Investing in property is a step in the
right direction. Meeting someone who secretly adores you is possible.

You are likely to find yourself more
energetic and fit now, than before. You
can come to saving mode on the
financial front. Support of family will
encourage you to inch closer to your
objective on the professional front.
LIBRA
Meeting a childhood friend is possible,
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
but you may not get a chance to spend
much time together. Travelling with a group of
friends is indicated for some and will be loads of fun.

Exercise and workouts may become your
key to maintaining good health. You will
be able to get your money released that
is not being done on some grounds or
the other. Company of friends can keep
you happily engaged. You may need to
explain your point of view regarding an
issue on the family front, as it may not be
self-evident. Keeping your travel plan open to
change will help.

Love Focus: Tiff with lover cannot be ruled out on the romantic
front. But we wary of hurting sentiments with your words.

Love Focus: You will get the opportunity to get close to someone
you are secretly in love with.

Love Focus: Much happiness and fulfilment is foreseen on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Lover is likely to share your romantic mood today, so
expect romance to rock!

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Someone may initiate you into a fitness
routine. Adding to your wealth is
indicated, as you make the right
financial moves. Your popularity on the
professional front may suffer a setback
due to your own inaction. Shifting to a
SAGITTARIUS
better location is foreseen for some.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Vacation time is here and you can expect to
enjoy it to the hilt. Shifting to a new house is
possible, especially for those getting transferred.

Financially, you may need to conserve
money. Introducing some new procedure
or drawing a new policy for the
organisation is possible for some. Your
participation in a family function will be
much appreciated and praised. An outCAPRICORN
of-town leisure trip is possible for some
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
and promises much excitement. Chances of
taking possession of a house look bright. A
celebration will be underway, but it may fall below your expectations.

An outstanding payment is likely to be
received and end your financial woes.
Someone may become your role model
on the fitness front and get you back
into shape. Your brilliant performance at
work can become the talk of the town.
AQUARIUS
A fun trip with friends and cousins is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
envisaged for some. Plan a trip properly, if
you want to make it enjoyable. Don’t take up
any property issue today, as stars appear unfavourable.

Some of you will be able to complete the
paperwork for a home loan. Forgive and
forget may not be an option for a senior
for some wrongdoing committed by you
at work, so watch your step. You are
likely to make the family front most
PISCES
happening today by suggesting
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something exciting. This is a good time to
take a break by going on some holiday
destination. This is a good day for dealing in property.

Love Focus: This is an ideal day to implement ideas on the romantic
front, so go all out for it!

Love Focus: Some of you will successfully manage to take your
romance a step further.

Love Focus: A feeling of being loved and wanted will help
strengthen romantic bonds.

Love Focus: The search of those looking for a suitable match is finally
likely to end.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea for the 1993 film Darr was born
after Hrithik Roshan and Uday Chopra,
producer Yash Chopra’s son, saw Dead
Calm (1989).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3112
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

TOWER
D GOOS
EEEPD N
ISTTYW
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Wrote, goods, deepen, twisty
ANSWER: We carry within us the wonders we seek without us. Thomas Browne

Meera Deosthale

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/MEERA.DEOSTHALE

Itwasexhausting
beingadailysoap Palash wants to collaborate
bahu,saysMeera with Raftaar and Divine
Samarth Goyal

Juhi Chakraborty
he life of a television actor
is not a cakewalk —
behind all the glamour,
fame and money, lie several
hours of shooting and no
leaves. Meera Deosthale, who
is a very popular name on TV
all thanks to her former show
Udaan, shares a few insights
on what it meant to be a part
of daily soaps.
“I was playing the lead, so I
had to be there in all scenes.
There would be big sequences
and at times the shift would go
up to 16 hours. There were
days when we used to pack up
at 2am and be back on sets at

T

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

We carry within us the _________ we seek without us.
- Thomas Browne (7)

10am. I have also shot for
straight 23 hours, but I never
took one leave in the past
three years. As a TV actor,
you have to be fully
committed,” she says. Meera
goes on to add that she would
go to the sets even when she
was sick. “However, doctors
were called on the sets and
the production house would
help. You had to shoot
because you can’t say that
‘telecast nahi kar sakte
kyunki actor beemar hai’. I
would only get just a day or
two off, once or twice a
month,” she says.
But the actor is far away
from that life now, as she is
on a break. The 23-year-old
quit the show due to a leap
introduced in the story which
would have required her to
play mother to a 20-year-old.
“I have started zumba
classes, I’m working on
myself and planning trips.
The last three years I have
worked non-stop and didn’t
even take one vacation or
leave. I was so exhausted.
Now I have got some free
time. I do have some
meetings, let’s see what
works out,” Meera says.
n

t has been more than two
decades since the Palash
Sen-fronted pop rock band,
Euphoria, put themselves on
the music map with the
single, Dhoom Pichak. And
now, 21 years and several
line-up changes later, the
band is still fronted by the
Lucknow-born musician,
who insists that the band’s
music comes from an
“honest” place, which is why
he still feels relevant.
“I don’t consider myself,
or ourselves as pop stars. I
am a simple middle-class
man, who just likes to make
music. When we started all
those years ago in 1998, with
Dhoom Pichak, people liked
our kind of music, and felt it
was different. That’s what
the motive remains today as
well — to be original, and not
to copy anyone else. That’s
how one stays relevant,”
says Palash.
The video of the band’s
recent single, Saajna, in
collaboration with singer
Akriti Kakar, which is based
around the terrorist attack
in Pulwama (Jammu and
Kashmir) which claimed the
lives of more than 40 CRPF

I

soldiers, too, has been
received well by the masses.
“The song was never
made for Pulwama exactly.
It just happened. I was
moved by the story of a
CRPF soldier who was on
the bus that day and was
video-chatting with his wife,
when the blast took place. I
just wondered, what would
he have been talking about
to his wife, and that’s why I
decided to make a video
around that,” he says.
The 53-year-old is quite
excited by the “new wave of
artists” in the independent
circuit, and hopes the nonfilm music industry is
popular once again. “With
digital platforms, a lot of
musicians have been able to
create a fanbase. You look at
someone like Prateek
Kuhaad, who has done so
well with his non-film
music,” he says.
“I really like Raftaar and
Divine’s work as well. I
would love to collaborate
with them. Artists are not
just dependent only on
Bollywood to make a living. I
think that’s great, and
things can only get better
from here,” he adds.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV

Palah Sen
PHOTO: SHIVAM
SAXENA/HT

The Hangover
at 1907

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 Dunkirk
1130 DC Superhero
Girls: Inter Galactic
Games
1304 I am Legend
1442 Mission Impossible
1657 Now You See Me
1907 The Hangover
2100 xXx: The State of
Union

Bharjari at 1700
1134 Mr Bechara
1415 Sangharsh aur Vijay
1700 Bharjari
2000 Power Unlimited
2230 Majboor

Cars at 1217

Dolphin Tale 2 at 1909

1041 Ice Age:
Continental Drift
1217 Cars
1425 Night At The Museum
1628 Lion King
1822 Bleeding Steel
2050 Avatar

1137 Blended
1339 The Master
1514 The Ring
1709 Inferno
1909 Dolphin Tale 2
2100 US Marshals

Heyy Baby at 1436

The Real Tevar
at 1219

0842 Yamlok
1134 Main Prem Ki
Deewani Hoon
1436 Heyy Baby
1725 Autonagar Surya
2000 Parmanu: The
Story of Pokharan
2231 Snake in the Eagle’s
Shadow

0921 Dildaar The Arya
1219 The Real Tevar
1517 Judaai
1733 Phool Bane Angaare
1854 Shaktishali No 1
2100 Surya The Soldier
0015 Shatir - The Gangster

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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Patralekhaa
overwhelmed
withfan
response

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SHAHIDKAPOOR

Pooja Sharma

Patralekhaa

Swag on point
Shahid Kapoor posted this photo on Instagram as he gears
up to promote his next film, Kabir Singh.

QUOTE HANGAR
AYUSHMANN AND
I HAVE DONE
THREE FILMS
TOGETHER AND
WE SHARE A
GREAT EQUATION
AS CO-STARS
AND AS FRIENDS.

I AM VERY
EXCITED ABOUT
THIS BOOM OF A
SPACE (OTT)
WHERE YOU CAN
EXPERIMENT
WITH
STORYTELLING.

BHUMI PEDNEKAR,
ACTOR

SUSHMITA SEN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Trolls dub
Mouni ‘plastic’,
compare her to
Rakhi Sawant
ctor Mouni Roy’s
appearance at the
premiere of Bharat got
social media talking about
the possible plastic
surgeries she may have
undergone, and some
Instagram users compared
her to Rakhi Sawant and the
late King of Pop, Michael
Jackson (MJ).
Dressed in a neon green
jacket and black dress,
Mouni made a causal
appearance at the
screening. But her lips
seemed to have grabbed all
the attention. After
photographs of the
screening went viral,
netizens started
commenting on Mouni’s
look. “Plastic surgeries
ruined her beauty”, “What
has happened to her lips?”,
“Surgery failed”, “Plastic”

atralekhaa
is elated by
the
feedback her
latest web film has
been receiving. The
actor, who portrays
the challenging role
of a surrogate

P

Kavita Awaasthi

hruti Seth is back on TV
with yet another
comedy, which she says
could be because of her
“sense of humour and joyful
personality”. The actor, who
is known for her
portrayal of Jiya
Malhotra in the hit
comedy series
Shararat, rues
the typecast,
which casting

S

directors can’t see beyond.
Here, she talks about comedy
on TV and OTT and her career.

Comedy has been a constant in
your career…
Yes, it has and I am glad I have
been able to make people smile
and bring joy and
laughter in their
lives. Maybe, I am
offered comedy
because I have a
sense of humour
and my

personality is joyful. Probably,
I give a vibe that I would like to
do roles like that. Luckily,
whether it is Shararat or The
Suite Life of Karan & Kabir,
the comedy genre has played a
huge part in my career. I don’t
want to question it (laughs).

Do you consciously look for roles
in other genres?
I have, but unfortunately, all
over the world, actors tend to
get slotted into certain kinds of
roles. It is unfair to actors as
no one wants to do similar
roles throughout their career.
Casting directors could
possibly try to let actors
explore their range, surprise

n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Shruti Seth, who is back
on TV with a laughter
series after a break, says
she hopes to see some
sharp comedy
on the tube

the audiences and not play safe
always. As I have had a long
career with impactful comedy
roles, I generally get offers for
them. But, I did get the chance
to explore drama in the show,
Rishta.com, which was quite
amazing and fulfilling. I also
had a role in Raajneeti (2010),
which shocked many people,
along with me. But, for the
longest time I kept getting
similar roles.

What do you think of the quality of
comedy on TV?
Wit and satire are missing on
TV today. Now, most of the
shows have slapstick comedy.
I am all for laughter in any

Kavita Awaasthi

form as it lets the audiences
forget their world for some
time. But, I think, there should
be room for satire and sharp
comedy on TV. With the digital
shows, hopefully, there might
be such shows in the future.

asting couch is a
known evil in
showbiz and while
some aspiring actors
are lucky to not have to
face it, many are not so
lucky. Actor Ansh
Bagri had such an
encounter at the
beginning of his career,
but he chose not to give
in. “When I was starting
out, I was told to do
certain things for a role.
But I believe that it’s
your call. It’s up to you
if you choose the easy
way or take the road
where you have to work
hard. I was strong
enough to say no. If I
had compromised then,
to bag a role, I would
have never respected
myself. I believe that
nobody forces you in
the industry. The issue
is that sometimes
people in desperate
need of work, do what
should not be done,”
he says.
Talking about his
struggle, he shares
that he knew he would
make it as an actor, no
matter how long it took.
Ansh was at Shiamak
Davar’s dance
academy, and as a
group dancer, shot for
songs starring popular
actors Shah Rukh
Khan, Salman Khan,
Kareena Kapoor
Khan, etc. “I didn’t see
them as setbacks
because I believed in
myself and my abilities,
today, I am where I
wanted to be,” says the
actor, who is playing
the lead in a TV show
currently. “I am
positive about life. I
never lost hope even
when I lost my father
and sisters. When I was
trying to make it in the
industry, I had no
money and I had to
sleep in a car. I
motivated myself and
worked harder,”
Ansh says.

C

You have been missing from TV
for a while.
Yes, but I am glad to be back on
TV with my new show. I was
also taking it slow as I have a
five-year-old daughter and
now that she is grown up, I am
looking at taking up more
work. I have shot for two
digital shows, which will
release this year.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Recreating a
track needs to
be handled
with care: Tulsi

and “Botox aunty” – were
some of the comments on the
photographs, apart from
comparisons with Rakhi and
MJ, who are known to have
undergone multiple surgeries.
One Instagram user slammed
Mouni for not accepting
“natural beauty”.
Though, there were others
who supported her. “She is
really gorgeous. I don’t get
why people have to judge her.
Why don’t they mind their
own business. It’s her body,
her choice,” wrote one user.
Mouni, a popular face on
television, made her
Bollywood debut with Gold
(2015). She will be next seen in
Brahmastra and Made in
China.
— IANS

Nikita Deb

TWITTER TWATTER

ith the admiration
remakes have received
in the recent past, music
composers seem to have made
it their success mantra to
create them. And singers seem
to have got on board with this
trend, too. One such superhit
remake this year was Tu Laung
Main Elaachi from Luka
Chuppi, sung by singer Tulsi
Kumar. And this hitmaker is
very happy with the reception
of the song. She says, “I saw so
many people making dance
covers to this song, that it
became a wedding anthem.
Most of the wedding videos
have brides performing to this
ong because
use it was so

W

PHOTO: TWITTER/FILMHISTORYPIC

Check out this picture of actors Mukri, Sunil Dutt and
Kishore Kumar, who co-starred in the iconic comedy film
Padosan (1968).

‘I want to work with
people who
I have deep
regard for’

Vijay
Varma

beautifully arranged and this
version (the remake) was very
pepped up. It had the kind of
beats that dance songs
require.”
Apart from this, Tulsi has
sung a number of songs in
Bollywood including original
compositions. Ask Tulsi what
she thinks about the negative
reactions that remakes get in
today’s world, and she says that
thankfully, she has only been a
part of songs that have been
recreated well, so she is
unfazed. “There is definitely a
mixed response when it comes
to recreations. All I can say is
that I have been part of a lot of
recreated tracks, and it has
done well most of the time. I
don’t think there is any harm in

Wrap up for
Deepika

ijay Varma recently
signed two movies, as well
as an OTT project for a
popular channel. After the
success of Gully Boy, he has
had substantial work coming
his way. “A lot of fascinating
g
scripts have come and
interesting content is being
offered to me. I am looking into
what is it that I can choose
now, which is absolutely
beautiful because it is great to
have choices. I will also be
doing a web series but can’t
talk about it just yet,” he says.
Talking about the struggles
actors face after having made a
name for themselves, Vijay
says that the challenge is to
match up to their previous
performance and only raise
the standards. “To deliver

PHOTO: TWITTER/MEGHNAGULZAR

#Bharat
@DianaPenty: Individually
and collectively each one of
us can be the solution to
pollution. The best way to
do this? Reduce. Reuse.
Recycle. To
#BeatAirPollution I’m going
to continue planting ..what
will you do?

something that can create as
much as an impact as Gully
Boy did. I am kind of obsessed
with acting. For me, it’s about
giving my best to every
project,” says the Chittagong
(2012) actor.
On asking if he has now
carved a path for himself in the
industry, the actor says that he
has never been a planner. “I
started working early on. I had
many plans, which kind of
bombed. So, it’s not like it will

n

nikita.deb@htlive.com

PHOTO:

Samarth Goyal

SHIVAJI
STORM SEN

e is not a boy of many
words off-screen but
Indian child actor, Sunny
Pawar has charmed everyone
— from Hollywood bigwigs at
the 2017 Oscars, to former US
President, Barack Obama —
with his performance in the
Oscar-nominated film Lion
(2016).
However, this 11-year-old
wonder has made sure that he
does not end up becoming a
one-hit wonder. His
recent performance
in the indie drama,
Chippa, saw him
win two awards for
the Best Child actor
— one at the South
Asian Film
Festival, Dallas,
US and the other
was at the New
York Indian film
Festival.
And he says,

H

V
Vikrant Massey, Meghna
Gulzar and Deepika
Padukone

recreating a track, if it’s
handled with care because we
are dealing with some great
melodies of the past,” she says.
However, Tulsi adds, it’s the
popularity of the song that
dictates its fate. “A song is
recreated because of its huge
recall value. Only such songs
[which were superhits at some
point] are recreated. One deals
with such iconic songs while
recreating, so I think the key is
to handle it with care. Having
said that, I have been part of a
lot of recreations and I think
people are listening to it. That’s
why so many recreations are
being made today, despite
people saying negative things
about it,” says Tulsi.

Sunny wants to be like Rajinikanth

Pooja Sharma

@BeingSalmanKhan: Big
thk u sabko fr giving sabse
bada opening mere career
ka par what made me the
happiest & proudest is ki
during a scene in my film jab
national anthem is recited
ev1 stood up as a mark of
respect. There could be no
bigger respect for our
country than this... Jai Hind

NOBODY
FORCES YOU
IN THE
INDUSTRY:
ANSH BAGRI
ON CASTING
COUCH

Shruti
Seth

Meet the Padosan

@meghnagulzar: And we
wrapped #Chhapaak Malti...
Amol... I will carry you with
me. Thank you for your faith
and for pouring yourself
into our film!

Ansh
Bagri

the many compliments, one of
her fans wrote, ‘I watched your
web movie. It was fantastic. I
love your acting and the
message of the movie.
Surrogacy is very important
for human society. Good
work’,” says a source.
Speaking on if she
anticipated such a response,
Patralekhaa says, “I was
slightly nervous yet positive
about the role, since it was
quite challenging. I was
thinking about how the
audience would react to such a
role that they haven’t seen
before.” But, she adds, she’s
glad the audience liked the film
and was flattered with the
responses she received. “My
job as an actor is to push the
envelope and take on
challenging roles that give
me adrenaline rush. And
if that is accepted by the
audience, you feel your risk
has paid off. So, the most
important factor is the script,
followed by the director’s
conviction, my character and
eventually, the execution,”
she concludes.

‘WITAND SATIRE
MISSINGONTV’

A

LOOK BACK

mother in the film, is happy
with the appreciation she is
receiving from her followers on
social media for her
performance.
“Interestingly, Patralekhaa
has been inundated with
congratulatory messages from
her fans, who just couldn’t stop
raving about her decision to
take on the role. From among

07

be al
some scripts and
d film-makers
m
that I am attracted to and will
continue to be on pursuit of
doing either those characters
or make those associations.
That is my main agenda, to
collaborate with talents that I
really admire. I want to work
with people who I have deep
regard for. The rest, there is no
planning in any of it,”
Vijay adds.

Sunny Pawar has
won two awards for
the Best Child Actor
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

as of this moment, only
two things matter to him —
“enjoy karne ka aur kuch
seekhne ka (Enjoy and learn
more).”
A “really big fan” of
superstar Rajinikanth,
Sunny admits that he loves
acting, but he makes it a point
to never put his studies on the
back-burner. “Of course,
I love to act. I want to be like
Rajinikanth one day. He is
a big star, and I am a
really big fan of his work,”
he gushes.
“But education is also
important. For Chippa, Safdar
uncle wrote a letter to my
principal, who then gave me
permission to miss school for a
few days. After every few
days of shooting, I used to get a
day’s break and during that, I
used to go through whatever
was taught in school, and
finished my homework, too,”
he shares.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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UNCONVENTIONAL
PEOPLEAREBEING
WELCOMED:VICKY

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

POOJA GOR
HATES GOING
TO THE GYM
BUT HAS HER
OWN WAYS TO
STAY FIT

Shreya Mukherjee
rying something new in
life is what gives Pooja
Gor the ultimate kick,
more so when it is related to
fitness. The actor, who was
last seen in the short film
Newborn Mother is
currently on a break from
work, and she’s making the
most of this free time by
working on her fitness
level.
And before you wonder
what her gym schedule
would be like, read
this: Pooja isn’t someone
who likes to go to the gym to
stay fit. In fact, she does not
enjoy working out in the
gym at all, unlike many of
her actor friends.
“My fitness goals are
very simple — I do
whatever I feel like. Be it
cycling, swimming,
running, walking, doing
yoga… I do a lot of things
depending on my mood,”
says Pooja, who refrains
from calling herself a “gym
person”.
She adds, “I don’t think
one needs to go to the gym
to stay fit. If one enjoys
climbing up and down the
stairs and can do it for at
least 20 minutes a day, then
that also helps.”
The actor, who made her
film debut last year with
Kedarnath, further shares
that instead of a fixed gym
routine, flexible routines
help actors, given their
busy lifestyle. She
emphasises that “we often
forget the importance of
me-time” that is very
important to relax our
mind and soul.
“When we overwork, it
can lead to frustration. So, I
always try to take small
breaks, and do things that
I want to,” shares Pooja,
who is taking lessons to
learn to play the ukulele, a
musical instrument which
looks like a mini guitar.

T

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
POOJAGOR

The actor feels audiences are now leaning towards offbeat content
Prashant Singh
ight now, he’s one of the
busiest actors around,
playing leading roles in
almost all his films. From
the beginning of his career,
including films such as Masaan
(2015) and Raman Raghav 2.0
(2016), one term that has been
associated with Vicky Kaushal
is ‘unconventional.’
“I remember how everybody
kept saying that ‘you have an
unconventional face and
unconventional energy’. But
honestly, I feel it’s great that
unconventional people are
being welcomed, and writers,
too, are writing unusual parts,”
shares the Uri: The Surgical
Strike actor.
Vicky is also kicked that
audiences are now leaning
more towards offbeat content.
“Audiences want filmmakers

R

Taking his ride seriously
Besides being cute, it seems like actor Arjun Kapoor was a
serious kid, too. Sharing this childhood pic, he wrote, “Began
my horse riding prep way early in life... Always knew I was
PHOTO: TWITTER/ARJUNK26
gonna be doing Panipat...”

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE SHARED
SCREEN SPACE
WITH THE OTHER
KHANS, AND I
NEEDED TO TICK
THE BOX WITH
IRRFAN... I’M HIS
HUGE FAN

I DO HAVE A
CRUSH ON HIM
(VARUN
DHAWAN)... HE IS
A BIG CRUSH
BUT THERE ARE
ALSO MANY
OTHER CRUSHES

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN, ACTOR

ANANYA PANDAY,
ACTOR

It’s a beautiful phase
for the audience,
makers as well as
actors. It’s great that
even big film-makers
and major studios are
opting for so-called
unconventional
concepts now. It is
good for all of us.

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Jacqueline in Arth remake?
ctor Jacqueline
Fernandez has been
approached for the remake
of the 1982 classic Arth,
which was directed by
Mahesh Bhatt. She has been
reportedly approached to
play the role played by late
actor Smita Patil in the
original, according to
Mumbai Mirror. The remake
is being helmed by Revathi.
“Jacqueline is really
excited... She has given her
verbal consent to the part
but is yet to sign on the
dotted line,” informs a
source.

A

VICKY KAUSHAL
ACTOR

Jacqueline Fernandez

unjabi actor-singer Gippy
Grewal made his Hindi
film debut in 2017 with
Lucknow Central, which also
starred actor Farhan Akhtar.
But it has been two years since
he has signed any other
Bollywood project, though the
actor clarifies that it’s is not
that he doesn’t want to do Hindi
films.
“I want to do Bollywood
films. For the first few months
after Lucknow Central
released, I used to be offered
about 15 films a month. Though
that number has reduced now,
but I still get a lot of offers from
Bollywood. And there have
been several films that I said no
to and they eventually got
made and released. But I hold
no regrets about not doing
them,” says Gippy.
So what made him turn
down all these offers that came
his way? “Whenever a Hindi
film is offered to me, the first
thing I try and understand is
the story and if my character in

P

Lovestruck
All set to tie the knot on June 16, actor Charu Asopa and
model Rajeev Sen can’t seem to have enough of each
other. Busy with wedding preparation and celebrations,
Rajeev shared this adorable picture on Instagram and
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/RAJEEVSEN9
captioned it, “Rajakibitto”.

TWITTER TWATTER
@thisIsMukti: Talent is
insignificant. I know a lot of
talented ruins. Beyond
talent lie all the usual words:
discipline, love, luck, but,
most of all, endurance.
#BareYou

@AnupamPKher: Ego says,
“Once everything falls into
place, I will feel peace.’ Spirit
says, “Find your peace, and
then everything will fall into
place.”:)

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Rasika’spersonallifeno
hindrancetohercareer

PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

Aise roles hain jisme
mere liye kuch nahin
hain… Ab main Punjab
ko represent karta hoon
in filmon mein… Mere
fans phir meri film
dekhenge aur bolenge
paaji aap kyun gaye
wahan pe.
GIPPY GREWAL ACTORSINGER-DIRECTOR

@ImRaina: While we’re on
the field, we devote
ourselves to our country &
we give all we can to make
India proud. We all love our
country & that’s exactly
@msdhoni has done,
saluting the sacrifices of our
heroes & honouring them. It
should be taken as an act of
patriotism not nationalism

it is taking the plot forward or
not,” says the actor, for whom
remuneration comes next.
“There have been times
when my prior commitments
would stop me from taking up
anything new, but most of the
times I did not like my
character or the money offered
was too less. Aise roles hain
jisme mere liye kuch nahin
hain… Ab main Punjab ko
represent karta hoon in filmon
mein… Mere fans phir meri
film dekhenge aur bolenge
paaji aap kyun gaye wahan pe,”

he elaborates.
Meanwhile, Gippy is gearing
up for his Hindi directorial
debut and he had earlier told us
that he won’t play any role in it,
which means his fans will have
to wait to see him do another
Hindi film.
“I hope I’ll be able to do a
film soon. I’m in talks for two
films and the stories and my
characters are well etched out.
But it’s really too early to talk
about them as things are yet to
be finalised,” he wraps up.
n

ctor Rasika Dugal, who
prefers to be called a
“career-oriented
woman”, doesn’t like to mix
her personal and professional
lives. Not many know that
Rasika has been married for
the last nine years to her
theatre co-actor, Mukul
Chaddha.
On how married life
becomes easier when you have
a partner from the same
profession, Rasika says,
“Though we are from the same
profession, we’ve never been a
hindrance to each other. We
are true to our own craft.”
Rasika and Mukul met at a
theatre workshop in Mumbai
and “connected through
common friends”.
“At that time, neither of us
had done much of theatre
work. But gradually, our bond
grew stronger,” she adds.
The Manto (2018) actor
asserts that in no way she sees
her “personal life as an
impediment in my acting
career. I don’t think one has to
give priority to one over the
other. You live your life and
you do your work. That’s it.”
Be it films or web shows,
work has always been the first
priority for Rasika. “It is
something that has given me
everything. To really be
involved in your work as an
actor, you have to give your
everything. That’s the way I
wanted to be and it continues
to remain the same,” says the
actor, who was seen in the
recent web series Delhi Crime.
When asked if she discusses
work with her husband, or
takes his advice before
choosing roles, especially the
bold ones that she gets offered,
Rasika shares, “I only decide
for myself what I want to do or
don’t want to do, in my career.
Whether it was playing a wife
in my upcoming web series
Humorously Yours, or playing
a bold role in Mirzapur or
iconic character, Safia in
Manto — I take that call.”
Stating that all her roles so
far have been “interesting and
challenging”, she admits it’s
tough for any actor to say no to
such strong parts. “In
Mirzapur, it was for the first
time where I had a scene,
which acknowledges women
as sexual objects. The script
was really attractive and it
was such an interesting
contrast to the role I had in
Manto. Even though it was not
designed like that, both the
projects has such interesting
roles to explore,” she
concludes.

A

‘Roles and remuneration in
Bollywood not good enough’
Shreya Mukherjee

FREEZE FRAME

@ShoojitSircar: Honestly
honest opinions are also an
OPINION:))

n

Sangeeta Yadav

PHOTO: SUJIT JAISWAL/AFP

@Ashwinyiyer: A tired
mind needs a little break
before we start the last
schedule of this long,
beautiful journey called
#Panga #Pangastories

to surprise them (with content
and presentation). They are
looking for something out-ofthe-box with every film and
character. That’s what’s
pushing the actors — including
the stars as well as the
newcomers — to just do novel
stuff and bring something new
to the table. And that’s why
[this is] a brilliant phase to be
in,” asserts Vicky, who is busy
with Shoojit Sircar’s Udham
Singh and a yet-to-be-titled
horror film.
The actor is ecstatic that
the “lines between commercial
and parallel cinema have
blurred.”
He explains, “When you see
films such as October (2018)
that had Shoojit and (actor)
Varun Dhawan working
together, or Dear Zindagi
(2016; starring actors Alia
Bhatt and Shah Rukh Khan),
you feel great. It’s a beautiful
phase for the audience,
makers as well as actors. It’s
great that even big filmmakers
and major studios are opting
for so-called unconventional
concepts.”

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

PHOTO: GOKUL
VS/HT

Rasika Dugal with
husband Mukul Chadda
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/MUKULCHADDA
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