www.facebook.com/hindustantimes

www.twitter.com/htTweets

n DOWNLOAD OUR iPAD APP

www.hindustantimes.com/iPad

n OUR EDITION ON KINDLE

http://read.ht/JS4

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2019

CHANDIGARH METRO n Vol. IX No. 139 n Price ₹4.50 n 36 Pages. Area specific pages extra.

MOODY’S PUTS
YES BANK
UNDER REVIEW

BJP’S ROY BLAMES MAMATA FOR CLASHES,
URGES SHAH TO INTERVENE
>htnation p12

‘INDIA’S 50% TARIFF ON BIKES UNACCEPTABLE’

DONALD TRUMP AGAIN TAKES AIM AT DUTY ON AMERICAN MOTORCYCLES >htbusiness p17

business p17

India staring at longest
heatwave in 3 decades
Chetan Chauhan
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Nearly two-thirds of
India sizzled on Tuesday under a
spell of a heatwave that is on
course to becoming the longest
ever as scalding temperatures
killed four train passengers,
drained water supplies, and
drove thousands of tourists to
hill stations already bursting at
the seams.
Across large swathes of northern, central and peninsular
India, the mercury breached the
45 degree mark, including in
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh, Churu
and Bikaner in Rajasthan, Hisar
and Bhiwani in Haryana, Patiala
in Punjab, and Gwalior and Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh.
The Capital, which sweltered
on its hottest June day in history
on Monday (48 degrees Celsius)
recorded as maximum temperature of 45.4 degrees Celcius at
Palam in spite of a spell of light
rain in the morning.
Experts warned that monsoon
relief was still some time away
with the severe cyclonic storm,
Vayu, barrelling towards the
Gujarat coast and drawing rain
clouds from over the sea.
With a heatwave spell stretching 32 days, 2019 has already seen
the second-longest spell of
scorching temperature ever
recorded. If the mercury doesn’t
dramatically drop in the next
two days, 2019 will become the
year with the longest heatwave
spell in recorded history — with
three weeks to go in June.
In 1988, there were 33 such

shortstories
GEHLOT WILL
BE NEW RAJYA
SABHA LEADER
NEW DELHI: Social justice minister
Thawarchand Gehlot has been
appointed the leader of the house
in Rajya Sabha, an official privy to
the matter said. He will replace
Arun Jaitley, the former finance
minister who opted out of the
council of ministers due to health
HTC
reasons.

Oval hero Dhawan
suffers hand injury
NOTTINGHAM: In-form India
opener Shikhar Dhawan was ruled
out of at least two World Cup
matches after a left thumb injury
he suffered in the win over
Australia was found to be a
hairline fracture, dealing a blow
to the top title contenders given
his stupendous record in ICC
HTC
events.

Two UP couples
found hanging
AGRA/ GORAKHPUR: The bodies
of a man and a woman in their
early twenties were found
hanging from a tree in Uttar
Pradesh’s Etah district on Tuesday.
In a separate incident, bodies of
another man and woman were
found hanging from a tree near a
field in Gorakhpur district. HTC

n

People collect water from a municipal corporation tanker in Prayagraj on Tuesday.

days, and in 2016, there were 32
such days. A heatwave is defined
as when the maximum temperature is at least 40 degree C
(plains) and 30 degree C (hills),
according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD).
The searing heat is already
leaving people withered. Four
elderly passengers on board the
Kerala Express died apparently
of suffocation and heat at Jhansi,
where the mercury has hovered
around the 45 degree mark since
the beginning of the month.
The four people, three of
whom died on Monday evening,
were part of a 67-member group

returning to Coimbatore in
Tamil Nadu after visiting Agra
and were travelling in non-AC
sleeper coaches.
“A team of doctors examined
them on board the train at
Jhansi; three of them had passed
away by then and one passenger
was rushed to hospital [who died
on Tuesday],” said railway
spokesperson Manoj Kumar
Singh. He said the cause of death
appeared to be heat but the exact
cause would be known after a
post-mortem examination.
The blazing heatwave is in
line with predictions made by a
number of scientific studies

AFP

based on IMD data that show that
the intensity of heatwaves is rising. DS Pai, a scientist at IMD,
Pune, said their study of longterm heatwave data of 35 metrological sub-divisions showed a
threefold increase in heatwaves
every year since 1991.

morestories
Cyclone Vayu may hit Gujarat
coast tomorrow
Hottest day in Shimla in five
years
Water bodies dry up

110 hours on, Fatehveer pulled
out of borewell, declared dead
Avtar Singh and Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

SCORCHING SUMMER Weather takes toll across north, central India; 4 die of heat in train
n

NO SUNAM MIRACLE

››P8

Panel may recommend
splitting 27% OBC
quota into three bands

avtar.singh@htlive.com

SANGRUR/CHANDIGARH: Two-yearold Fatehveer Singh, who was
stuck in a 150-ft borewell at Bhagwanpura village in Sangrur for
almost 110 hours, was declared
dead after being pulled out on
Tuesday morning.
The autopsy report suggested
he had died three-four days ago
for want of oxygen (hypoxia).
The child was pulled out from the
borewell shaft at 4.45 am and
rushed to the Post-Graduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER)
where the doctors declared him
brought dead.
“The body was received in a
decomposed state. The child had
no pulse, no respiration and no
cardiac activity...there were no
injury marks,” said Dr YS Bansal,
head of department of forensic
medicine, PGIMER, after the
autopsy. Fatehveer, who slipped
into the unused borewell and
got stuck at a depth of 130 feet on
June 6, was rescued by a team of
district administration and
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) after an unsuccessful rescue effort that lasted more
than four days.
Though a parallel pit, measuring 36 inch in diameter, was dug,
the toddler was eventually pulled
out from the borewell with the
help of a rope. Sangrur DC Ghanshyam Thori said the rescuers
tried to pull out the child four
times each day, but it did not
work. “The operation was being
run under the directions of NDRF
and it was their decision to clamp
the body,” said the officer who is
facing flak for the unsuccessful
rescue operation. NDRF, on the
other hand, said that DC was the
“incident commander” and other
agencies were there to assist him.
Fatehveer was rushed to
PGIMER in an ambulance, but
his body was flown back in a helicopter to his native village where
he was given a tearful adieu when
his last rites were performed.
The news of his death triggered
protests as angry residents of
Sunam, Longowal and Dhanaula
blocked roads at different places
where they raised slogans
against the Punjab government.

n

Rohi Singh with the casket carrying the body of his grandson Fatehveer Singh (inset) in an ambulance at
the PGIMER in Chandigarh on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

Baptised Sikh, dera follower
team up for rescue, win hearts
Avtar Singh
n

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR: Amid the gloom after

the rescue operation failed to
save the two-year-old Fatehveer
Singh, the relentless teamwork
of a baptised Sikh, Jaspal Singh,
and a Sirsa dera follower, Jagga
Singh, to reach out to child stuck
in the borewell won the hearts of
locals.
The duo — who are well-diggers — was called by the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) team after it faced
problems during the rescue
operation on June 7, a day after
the boy fell into the borewell.
Both Jagga, a resident of Sangatpura village of Lehragaga,
and Jaspal, who hails from Ladbanjara village, started digging
a parallel hole to rescue the
child. The two worked in tandem and did not stop the work
even during the night.

n

Jaspal Singh

Locals were seen cheering
the duo as they toiled in the
muck. Their efforts were soon
visible as they managed to dig a
135-ft-deep hole. After two days,
Jagga was admitted to a hospital
after he complained of stomachache. Jaspal, however, continued with the digging work.
“I met Jagga during the operation. He did a great job. .We

n

Jagga Singh

worked like brothers,” said Jaspal while talking to HT. Dera followers and the Sikh community
have been at loggerheads after
a spate of sacrilege incidents in
2015. “It was a tough job and
only one person can dig one time
in the well. The sand was big
problem but we did best from
our side,” said Jagga.
››SEE ALSO P4

Sunetra Choudhury
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A key government

panel is likely to recommend radical changes to how the 27% reservation for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) is implemented in
India for jobs and education,
according to people familiar with
the matter. If accepted by the
Union social justice and empowerment ministry, these recommendations could dramatically
change social and political equations in the country.
The ministry will, as part of the
100-day agenda for the new Modi
government, take a call on
whether to implement a proposal
by the ‘Commission to Examine
Sub-categorisation of Other
Backward Classes for OBCs’ to
divide the community into three
sub-categories on the basis of how
much benefit they have got from

THE 10-10-7 FORMULA
The panel will divide the community into three sub-categories
on basis of benefit they have got from quotas
The three bands the panel recommends

10% for those that 10% for those with 7% for those with
have got no benefits
some benefits
maximum benefits
Currently, all 2,633 OBC castes compete for the same 27% quota
quotas. Currently, all 2,633 OBC
castes compete for the same 27%
quota. The panel recommends
breaking this up into three bands
— those that have got no benefits
should get 10%, those with some
benefits 10%, and those with maximum benefits 7%.
In its first consultation paper,
which has been reviewed by HT,
the commission has said that 25%
of benefits from OBC reservations have been availed by only 10
sub-castes. There are 983 subcastes who have availed almost

SC orders release
of journalist
arrested for posts
on UP CM

K AT H U A R A P E - M U R D E R

NEW DELHI: A citizen’s right to liberty is sacrosanct and non-negotiable, the Supreme Court said
on Tuesday, ordering the immediate release of a freelance journalist arrested for sharing social
media videos that allegedly
made objectionable remarks
against Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath.
The decision to grant bail to
journalist Prashant Kanojia, 26,
who was picked up on Saturday
from his house in Delhi, did not
mean the court approved of his
posts, but a “fundamental right”
granted by the Constitution cannot be infringed upon by the
state, said a vacation bench comprising Justice Indira Banerjee
and Justice Ajay Rastogi.
“We order immediate release
of the petitioner from jail on
bail,” Justice Banerjee said in
her order, adding that the arrest
was a “glaring case of deprivation of liberty”.
HTC

Surender Sharma

no benefits from reservations, it
added. The panel has gone by the
caste data from before Independence (Census 1931) as the basis of
population share of the subcastes within OBCs.
No Census published since
then has ever counted OBCs. The
next census, in 2021, is slated to
count OBCs for the first time in 90
years. The commission, headed
by former high court chief justice
G Rohini, is giving the finishing
touches to its report that will be
submitted next month.

mustread
AUTO SLUMP
CONTINUES
Passenger vehicle sales in
India declined by 20.55% in
May compared to the same
period last year, logging the
steepest fall in nearly 18
years as the industry reeled
from the effects of a credit
slowdown, regulation
changes and a slump in the
economy. According to data
released by the Society
of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) on
Tuesday, the slump in
factory sales — vehicles
sold by manufacturers to
dealers — was recorded in
››P10
all categories.

Strained relations with Bakarwals
motive behind the crime: Spl court
n

surender.sharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The special court,

Pathankot, has held that strained
relations between the Hindu
community and nomadic Bakarwal Muslims was a strong motive
behind the gangrape and murder
of eight-year-old in Kathua in
January 2018.
Special judge Tejwinder Singh
observed, “There was communal
tension in that particular area
(Rasana village) where the occurrence took place. The Bakarwal
community was apparently not
accepted by the local residents of
that area, which led to strained
relations between the two and as
such there was a strong motive
behind the occurrence.”
On Tuesday, the special court
had awarded life term to three
convicts – Sanji Ram, the key conspirator, Parvesh Kumar and
Deepak Khajuria – in the case and

THE COURT TOOK NOTE
OF A WITNESS FROM
BAKARWAL COMMUNITY
DEPOSING THAT
SANJI RAM USED TO
THREATEN THEM
five-year term to three cops. The
court concluded that the girl was
kidnapped, drugged and raped at
a temple for three days between
January 10 and January 14 and
later murdered.
The trial against one minor is
underway and Vishal Jangotra,
son of Sanji Ram, was acquitted.
The trial of the case which led
to a communal flare-up in
Jammu and Kashmir in 2018,
which was transferred to
Pathankot by the Supreme Court
in May 2018.
The prosecution had argued
that the accused wanted to expel

Bakarwals from their area and
hatched a conspiracy to kidnap
the minor girl ‘to give a shocking
wave’ to them, so that they should
leave that area.
The court observed that the
crime manifested from the background of that area, that strained
relations between locals and Bakarwals exist. “Prosecution has
brought on record a list of FIRs
(for two-year period) of that area
which proves a constant conflict
between local residents and Bakarwal community,” the court
said while referring to 10 FIRs
cited by prosecution to prove
their point.
The court also took note of a
witness from Bakarwal community deposing that Sanji Ram
used to threaten their community members. Even Deepak Khajuria too was named by witnesses
and accused of threatening them.
The court observed that Sanji
ram and his son Vishal had

deposed that during winters Bakarwals would reside in the area,
spoil crops and were in the habit
of encroaching land and that they
would object to their act of disturbing and spoiling their crop by
animals. “This assertion proves
that there were strained relations
between them and old enmity led
to conspiracy between accused
persons to give a practical shape
to their plan to commit certain
offences against the minor girl
belonging to Bakarwals in order
to scare away the Bakarwals.”
the court observed.
It further stated that “The circumstantial evidence led by the
prosecution is definite, which
unerringly point out towards the
guilt of the accused. The circumstances taken cumulatively form
a chain so complete that there is
no escape from the conclusion
that within all human probability, the crime was committed by
the accused and none else.”
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THE SIKHS IN SHILLONG ARE FACING EVICTION DESPITE THE FACT
THAT THEY HAVE BEEN RESIDING THERE FOR THE PAST 200 YEARS.

> GOBIND SINGH LONGOWAL , SGPC presidentt

HTEXPLAINER

STATE QUOTA

Why new notification on MBBS, BDS
seats has become bone of contention
APPREHENSION With 85% quota for Punjab, some feel the move will benefit those from outside
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab government’s June 6 notification to
change the criteria for admission into MBBS (bachelor of
medicine and bachelor of surgery) and BDS (bachelor of dental surgery) courses just a day
after the declaration of the
NEET (National Eligibilitycum-Entrance Test) has created
confusion among the aspirants
who want to avail of 85% state
quota. Some even termed it an
‘arbitrary’ move apprehending
it will benefit those from outside
the state.
HT will explain what this
notification means for the aspirants and what changes the government has made in the new
ruling. As many as 1,295 seats of
MBBS and 1,130 of BDS are up
for grabs this session.

THE NEW NOTIFICATION
As per the decision, the candidates who want to take admission in Punjab should be a
‘bonafide resident’ of the state
and their resident status will be
determined as per the notification issued by the department of
personnel dated June 6, 1996.
Though the earlier notification issued by the government

n

The notification to change criteria for admission into MBBS and
BDS courses came a day after NEET results were declared. HT FILE

on February 6, 2018, also had the
criterion of ‘bonafide resident’
but it was with a rider that candidates must have passed Class
11 and 12 examinations from
Punjab. Now, this is one of the
conditions to get admission.
‘BONAFIDE RESIDENT’
AS PER THE 1996
NOTIFICATION
(1) Candidates who have studied
in Punjab for five years or have
studied in Punjab for two years
just preceding the qualifying
examination for the admission
(Classes 11 and 12 in this case).

(2) Wards of those who have held
immovable property in Punjab
for five years and the property
should be on the name of the
parents or guardians of the candidate. (3) Persons who were
born in Punjab. (3) Wards of persons who have settled in Punjab
or had resided in Punjab for at
least five years at any time prior
to submission of application. (4)
Wards of employees of the Punjab government posted in and
outside the state or working on
deputation for three years; central employees posted in Chandigarh or Punjab in connection

with affairs of the state for three
years; employees of the Punjab
government undertakings posting in Chandigarh; employees
having at least three years of
service in autonomous bodies in
which Punjab government has
20% of more share; or the residents who are residing outside
Punjab on account of their service in either with the Centre or
the Punjab government and
employees of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court discharging duties in connection with
Punjab and have at least three
years of service; and wards of
pensioners of the Punjab government even as their permanent residence is outside the
state or they have settled outside Punjab post-retirement.
WHY THE NEED
TO CHANGE THIS
CRITERION
Many states have already issued
guidelines which Punjab notified this month. “The Punjab
medical education department
was following a different policy
so far. The passing of Classes 11
and 12 was made the sole criterion for admission. The government’s 2017-18 and 2018-19 notification made passing of Class 10
compulsory with effect from
2019-20. We made the changes as

no other state was following
this,” said additional chief secretary (health and medical education) Satish Chandra.
BENEFICIARIES OF
THE NEW RULING
Many people claim the decision
will benefit the ‘outsiders’. Earlier, policies were against
mainly two specific groups,
including children of Punjab
residents who passed Classes 11
and 12 from outside state due to
the occupation of their parents
and candidates who leave the
state for better coaching and
educational opportunities, says
the additional chief secretary
(health and medical education).
Earlier, procedure favoured
those from outside the state who
used to get dummy admissions
in Punjab in Classes 11 and 12
onwards to avail of the Punjab
quota, another official said.
WHY THE NOTIFICATION
A DAY AFTER THE
NEET RESULTS
Medical education department
officials claim it is wrong to say
so as this notification was being
drafted for past many days. It
got delayed as there was no cabinet meeting for the past three
months due to the model code of
conduct for the Lok Sabha polls.

ANTHONY’S MISSING MONEY

facetoface

3 months on, SIT yet to work
‘CM is political master out exact sum pilfered by cops
BRAHM MOHINDRA, local bodies minister

of state and everyone
should accept it’
Vishal Rambani
n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: After a rivalry over

two decades with his neighbour and friend of youth
days, Captain Amarinder
Singh, which ended in 2015,
Brahm Mohindra has seen a
meteoric rise in his political
career. He is the number 2 in
the Punjab cabinet, considered trustworthy troubleshooter of the CM and handles maximum administrative and legislative matters
assigned by the Captain. In
the recent cabinet reshuffle,
Mohindra was allocated
local bodies department, a
portfolio that was taken
away from Navjot Singh
Sidhu amid his tussle with
Amarinder. HT talked to the
minister over several
related issues. Here are
excerpts from the interview:

There are rumours that you still
have not assumed office of the
local bodies department. Are
you waiting for Navjot
Sidhu’s next move?
This is a misconception that
a minister needs to visit the
office to join a department.
My secretary has taken
standing orders from me,
and I have held long meetings with officials to brief
them about my plans and
vision for the department . I
have not gone to office, as I
want to give ample time to
my predecessor to vacate it.
Once he demits office, I will
start operating from there.

Sidhu is miffed over the
change of his department.
Your comments?
I have nothing to say except
that the CM is the political
master of the state and
everyone should accept it.
Distribution of portfolios is
his prerogative. I do whatever job is assigned to me by
the CM and expect everyone
else to do so.

Sidhu has met the Congress
high command over his spat
with the CM. What’s your
take on it?
I won’t comment on political
issues. My focus now is on
my new department. Sidhu
is son of my best friend and
has played in my hands, and
I still have an affectionate
relationship with him.

›

Distribution of
portfolios is
CM’s prerogative. I do
whatever job is assigned
to me and expect
everyone else to do so.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR: Three months on, the
special investigation team (SIT)
probing the missing cash from
Father Anthony’s house is yet to
establish the exact amount of
cash siphoned off by the accused
cops. The SIT has directed Jalandhar deputy commissioner of
police Gurmeet Singh to conduct
a financial probe to establish the
exact amount pilfered from the
total seizure by Khanna police.
A source privy to the development revealed that the financial
probe indicated that the amount
was less than Rs 5 crore, while the
Jalandhar priest has maintained
that Rs 5.78 crore was missing.
“Father did not maintain a
record of cash entry or exit, which
would have established the

03

n

Anthony Madassary

amount embezzled,” added a
source. SIT head, inspector general of police (IGP) Praveen
Kumar Sinha said “We have
recovered what we could, and will
examine details of the financial
probe to establish the exact
amount misappropriated.”
The SIT has recovered around
Rs 4.5 crore after the arrest of two
assistant sub-inspectors (ASIs)
Rajpreet Singh and Joginder
Singh from Kochi, Kerala.

On June 4, Anthony had filed
an application in district and sessions court, Mohali, to get back
his money. Thereafter, the court
issued a notice to Punjab police
seeking a detailed report , and
will hear the case on July 6.
Fr Anthony said he has submitted details related to missing
Rs. 5.78 crores to the police. The
police also recorded statements
of bank officials who were
present at the priest’s house. “I
am happy the police recovered at
least Rs 4.5 crores,” said Father
Anthony.
Police have registered a case
against the two ASIs—Rajpreet
Singh and Joginder Singh and a
police informer, Surinder Singh,
under relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code and Prevention of Corruption Act at state
crime branch, Mohali.

Depletion of water
table: Israel firm
to help Punjab
CHANDIGARH : To tackle the prob-

lem of steep decline in groundwater table, the Punjab government has signed an agreement
with Mekorot, Israel’s national
water company, for formulation
of a water conservation and
management master plan for the
state. Israel is the only nation in
the world which recycles more
than 80% of its waste water. The
final report of the master plan is
expected in October 2020.
As a part of the project, a
three-member team of experts
from Israel is on a field visit to
Punjab from June 11 to 14. HTC

‘HARASSMENT’ OF SIKHS

Won’t tolerate

SGPC to send its
laxity in providing
delegation to Shillong free medicines:
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: As Sikhs again face
eviction in Shillong, the capital
of Meghalaya, ten months after
they were attacked by local
Khasi community, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) is sending a
delegation to help them.
Last year, Sikhs residing
there faced destruction of their
properties in the attacks. With
the intervention of the Punjab
government and the SGPC, the
issue was resolved at that time.
In a fresh development, the
Meghalaya government has
defended the Shillong Municipal
Board’s notices asking Dalit
Sikh residents of a “disputed”
locality to provide documents
establishing them as owners of
the land or the structure there.
The notices, with a month’s
deadline to respond, were served
on some 300 households on Friday.
SGPC president Gobind Singh

300 DALIT SIKH
HOUSEHOLDS OF A
‘DISPUTED’ LOCALITY
HAVE BEEN ASKED TO
PROVIDE DOCUMENTS
OF OWNERSHIP
Longowal also appealed to Union
home minister Amit Shah to
intervene “Sikhs in Shillong are
facing eviction, despite the fact
that they have been living there
for the past 200 years.”
Terming the treatment unfair
he said the local Sikhs have also
received threat from the Hynniewtrep National Liberation
Council (HNLC), a militant organisation operating in Meghalaya.
The SGPC delegation –Harpal
Singh Jalla, advocate Bhagwant
Singh Sialka and additional secretary Parmjit Singh Saroa– will
also meet Meghalaya CM and
other authorities of the state government to take up the issue.

Health minister

CHANDIGARH: New Punjab health
minister Balbir Sidhu, on Tuesday, said he will not tolerate any
laxity in providing basic quality
medicines and treatment in government hospitals in Punjab.
Chairing a meeting of department officials, Sidhu said all
kind of free medicines being
provided by the health department are easily available in all
government hospitals, so that
people don’t have to run from
pillar to post to avail basic medicines and don’t have to pay from
their own pockets to buy these
medicines from private pharmacies.
While reviewing the mother
and child healthcare programme, the minister urged the
director of family welfare to
ensure that high-risk pregnant
women get best healthcare services to reduce the mother mortality ratio(MMR) and infant
mortality rate (IMR).
HTC

Ferozepur ASI held
for accepting bribe
FEROZEPUR: An assistant sub-in-

spector deputed at City police
station, Ferozepur, was allegedly caught accepting a bribe of
Rs 8,000 by vigilance bureau.
The vigilance bureau
arrested the ASI after a complaint by Naseeb Singh of
Saddu Shah Wala, Ferozepur
district. Naseeb Singh
informed the vigilance bureau
that ASI Major Singh, posted at
City police station was demand-

ing ₹10,000 to help him submit a
challan against his opponents.
The deal was eventually struck
at ₹8,000, said sources.
The vigilance bureau team
lay in wait, and when Naseeb
handed over the bribe to the
ASI, the officials nabbed him,
added sources. The accused
was arrested and booked under
Prevention of Corruption Act.
Further investigation is underway.
HTC

BRAHM MOHINDRA,
local bodies minister

ment is duty-bound to provide all civic amenities and
modern infrastructure to
them. My top priority is
making Ludhiana, Patiala,
Jalandhar and Amritsar
smart cities.

What are your other areas
of concern?
I will come up with a vision
document. I won’t make
false promises like the SADBJP did in the past. Solid
waste management is
another area of concern. I
will ensure proper functioning of all solid waste treatment plants. If we manage to
handle solid waste, half the
problems of cleanliness,
sewerage chocking and
stray animals will be
resolved. I also want to provide drinking water supply
from canals to all major cities. Augmenting fire safety
services is also among my
focus areas.

With the state government
facing fund crunch, how
you will carry out development
works?
Resource mobilisation is
need of the hour. We will
stop all leakage by starting
e-services to all fee-related
works. I will take up new
projects with Union urban
development minister Hardeep Singh Puri and hope he
will grant funds with generosity.

What’s your top priority as
local bodies minister?

Have you been rewarded with
local bodies portfolio for your
improved relationship with
the CM?

Urbanites are taxpayers and
generate maximum income
for the government. Being
one of them, I understand
their problems. The govern-

Capt Saa’b knows my capacity to deliver on political and
administrative fronts. I am
enjoying working under his
leadership.
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DEATH IN A BOREWELL

Operation Fateh fails, govt apathy exposed
›

NO LESSONS LEARNT Two-year-old Fatehveer was pulled out of the borewell on Tuesday with a hook tied to a rope six days after he slipped into the 150-ft-deep hole
Avtar Singh
n

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR: The tragic death of

Fatehveer Singh (2), who lost
the battle for life in an uncovered borewell despite a joint
operation of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and
the district administration, has
raised questions over the efficacy of the methods adopted by
the rescue teams.
Fatehveer was pulled out on
Tuesday morning with a hook
tied to a rope after a six-day-long
operation.
“Many people offered to pull
out the boy with their own methods but the Sangrur deputy commissioner did not listen to anyone. I was part of the operation
team and dug the borehole manually. If they wanted to pull the
boy with a hook, it could have
been done on the very first day,”
said Jaspal Singh, a farmer.
It was deputy commissioner
Ghanshyam Thori who took the
decision to retrieve the boy by
digging a parallel 135-foot-deep
pit of 36-inch diameter. The digging was carried out manually
by volunteers, not professionals. Also, the NDRF team tried
many a time to pull out the boy
from the same pit, but failed,

I was part of the
operation team and
dug the borehole manually.
If they wanted to pull the
boy with a hook, it could
have been done on the very
first day.

A BOTCHED-UP 110-HOUR RESCUE MISSION

JASPAL SINGH, a farmer

ILLUSTRATION: BISWAJIT DEBNATH/HT

JUNE 6 Fatehveer Singh (2) falls into 150-ft borewell
at Bhagwanpura village in Sangrur at 4.15pm. Administration and residents begin rescue at 4.35pm. An NDRF
team joins at 7 pm and manages to knot both hands of
the child with a rope but fails to pull him out.
fearing such an attempt might
put the toddler’s life at risk.
“We called the NDRF and
army teams. It was decided to
dig a parallel pit but sand created lot of problems. Besides,

JUNE 7-8 NDRF team tries to pull out the boy but in vain.
Child stuck at the bottom of the hole having 7-inch
diameter. On deputy commissioner Ghanshyam Thori’s
suggestion, a parallel pit 36-inch in diameter and 80-ft
deep is dug. NDRF team again fails to pull out the child.

NDRF also tried their methods.
It took 110 hours to dig over 135feet-deep. I had given a free
hand to NDRF,” said Thori.
“We made the best efforts and
the NDRF tried 116 times to pull

the boy out but he could not be
saved,” he added. As to why
other methods were not
adopted, he said, “I was in touch
with the chief minister’s office
(CMO) and took all the decisions

JUNE 9-10 Administration keeps assuring people the
toddler will be rescued in an hour but in vain. A parallel
borewell is dug. Having reached 135 feet, the rescuers
realise they need to dig horizontally to reach the child, but
the boy was stuck at 130 ft, thus delaying the rescue.

with the consent of NDRF.”
The borewell, dug in the
courtyard of the victim’s house,
was open for the last seven years
as the family, after having
stopped drawing water from it,

JUNE 11 After failing to reach the target through a parallel
pit, the NDRF team with the help of a local mechanic pulls
the boy with ropes and a hook at 5am. He is rushed to the
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh, where he is declared brought dead.

did not cover it properly thinking it could bring bad omen.
They had only put a jutebag over
it.
“We tried to pull the boy out
with a rope but he was stuck in a

narrow passage. We tied his
hands with the rope on the first
day but we were not in a position
to pull him out as it could harm
him,” NDRF assistant commander Ajay Verma told HT.

State public works department (PWD) minister Vijay
Inder Singla remained at the
spot for three days till Monday.
After having dug over 135foot parallel borehole, the rescue team did not reach out to the
boy as he was stuck 130-footdeep.
They also installed reinforced cement concrete (RCC)
pipes of 36-inch diameter but
could not trace the toddler after
facing a problem while digging
horizontally.
Though the administration
took the family in confidence,
thousands of residents from
surrounding villages gathered
on the third day of the operation. Protesters blocked roads
on Monday.

NDRF blames ‘sack, sandy soil’ for failed rescue op
fastfacts

Navneet Sharma
n

navneet.sharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The National Disas-

2.7 crore
14 lakh
40

Borewells in India
Borewells in
Punjab, eight lakh
of them considered
vulnerable

Children who fell into
borewells since 2009

Victims below the age
of 10 years

92%
Borewell/well rescue ope37 rations conducted by NDRF
15
16

Victims NDRF rescued
alive
Bodies retrieved during
these rescue efforts

(Source: NDRF/Punjab agriculture dept)

ter Response Force (NDRF) on
Tuesday blamed sandy soil and
bora (sack) in which the 2-yearold child got stuck in 150-foot
borewell at Bhagwanpura village in Sangrur for the failed rescue operation.
NDRF deputy inspector general (operations) Randeep Singh
Rana, who closely monitored the
110-hour-long rescue operation,
said that circumstances were
such that both scientific methods and conventional wisdom
failed to work. “There is no factory-designed equipment and rescue efforts require surgical precision. Wire-based equipment
attached with balloon or platform is inserted to provide support and pull the child out, but
we couldn’t use it because the
toddler fell into the borewell
with a sack that blocked the passage,” he said.
Rana said the loop method
was used to engage a body part

›

Wire-based equipment
attached with balloon
or platform was inserted to
provide support and pull the
child out, but we couldn’t
use it because the toddler
fell with a sack that blocked
the passage
RANDEEP SINGH RANA, deputy
inspector general (operations), NDRF

but the child was stuck and could
not be pulled out as the medical
team of Punjab government
advised against it. “The only
other option was to dig a parallel
hole and the district administration had already started work. It
was a time-consuming exercise
as the soil was sandy and pipes
had to be used,” he said, rebutting the charge of use of flawed
strategy.
Denying any lack of coordination, the DIG said the deputy

commissioner was the incident
commander and other agencies
(including NDRF) were there to
assist him and gave their suggestions. NDRF, which is a rescue
response force for disaster, had
deployed 42 personnel from its
battalion based at Bathinda who
worked on rotation.
The force handles 7-8 such
incidents annually.
Meanwhile, commandant, 7th
NDRF Battalion, Bathinda, Ravi
Kumar, said best possible efforts
were put in to evacuate the child
but they couldn’t succeed
because “it was a very complicated situation”.
“All, including 26 NDRF personnel, public and administration worked round the clock with
collective wisdom, and I will call
it a cruel destiny that we couldn’t
save the child,” he said.
“It was the first rescue operation of this kind for our team but
we were in touch with other
NDRF teams who have carried
out such operations. Results
vary from situation to situation,” he said.

whattheysay

›

›

HARPAL SINGH CHEEMA, leader of
opposition

›

I appeal to Punjab CM
to fix responsibility
and punish the guilty to set
an example. Also question
needs to be asked why was
this operation not given to
army at first place.
PARTAP SINGH BAJWA, Congress
Rajya Sabha MP

PROTESTERS BLOCK ROAD
NEAR DHANAULA BUS STAND

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Protest erupted at

›

It is a glaring lapse on
the part of Amarinder
govt. State as well as
central governments are to
blame for carrying out the
operation under the watch
of untrained teams.

Protest at PGI to seek
justice for Fatehveer
n

SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL, Shiromani
Akali Dal president

CAPT AMARINDER SINGH, Punjab CM

A crowd raising slogans against the Punjab government after the death of two-year-old Fatehveer
Singh, outside the PGIMER mortuary in Chandigarh on Tuesday.
ANIL DAYAL/HT

HT Correspondent

This is a murder of the
most inhuman kind.
There is no government in
Punjab. When the state is
seething with pain and
anger, the CM is enjoying
cooler environs.

Army authorities at
Patiala, Sangrur and
at Chandimandir were
informed, and they
monitored the operation.
Lack of the equipment and
skills prevented the army
from taking over the
rescue operation.

n

n

Residents in Amritsar holding a candlelight march on Tuesday as a tribute to Fatehveer Singh who was pulled out of a borewell dead five days
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT
after he slipped into it at Sangrur’s Bhagwanpura village.

the Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER) after two-year-old
Fatehveer, who was rescued
from a 150-ft borewell in Sangrur
and flown in an ambulance to the
hospital, was declared brought
dead on Tuesday.
The protestors came on the
road in the front of the hospital
raising slogans against the government and seeking justice for
Fatehveer, leading to traffic
blockage for a few minutes.
People from Chandigarh and
the village from where the child
was brought remained outside
the mortuary where the child
was taken for postmortem from
7.30am to 12.30pm, and raised
slogans against all major political parties.
Calling the child’s death a
“murder by politicians”, one of
the protestors asked, “Had it
been Captain Amarinder’s

BARNALA: A few protestors

blocked the main road near
Dhanaula bus stand, 13 kilometres from here, on Tuesday, alleging negligence of
state government and district administration in the
rescue operation of toddler
Fatehveer Singh.
A protestor, Kulwinder
Singh Khalsa, said, “The
government and local
administration have totally
failed. Leaders are simply

grandson or any political
leader’s child, would they have
acted the same way?”
The protestors even cornered
Dr Senthil who came out of the
mortuary at 11.46am, wanting to
know the cause of death, but the
doctor was taken via a different
route, following which the pro-

present for political gains
instead of doing something
concrete.” Another protestor Jagsir Singh said, “In
China, they pulled out a
child in 2 hours and here we
are empty handed even after
so many days. The government did not use any
advanced techniques in the
rescue.” Similar road blockades were also reported
from Mehal Kalan and
HTC
Pakho Kenchian.

testers started walking towards
the main road. As the traffic got
blocked, police immediately
shifted them towards the roadside, and pacified and told them
that they could not protest in
Chandigarh.
The protesters then left for
Mohali to stage a dharna.

CM wants standard
operating procedure
in place for borewells

Angry protesters block roads in
Sangrur, shutdown in Sunam

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: Residents of Sunam

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A day after ordering

closure of all open borewells,
Punjab chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh on Tuesday asked
the disaster management group
led by the chief secretary to finalise a standard operating procedure (SoP) to make them safe.
He issued instructions to find
out the shortcomings in the operation to rescue Fatehveer and
give recommendations for better
results in future.
Explaining his government’s
position, Amarinder said, “Rescue operation was handed over to
NDRF on June 6 soon after the
news came that a child has fallen
into a borewell.”

8-LAKH BOREWELLS
VULNERABLE IN STATE
As per an estimate of the state
agriculture department, state has
8-lakh borewells (of 14 lakh) vulnerable to mishaps.
“The number (of borewells) is
huge and I think farmers need to
take proper cautions so that no
such incident takes place,” said
secretary agriculture KS Pannu.
A large number of borewells
are lying unused and they need to
be filled immediately, he added.
“It is very simple to make the
wells safe, but I am shocked the
owners are so casual about the
danger they pose,” Pannu said.
The officers in agriculture and
revenue departments said it
was difficult to count and locate
borewells.

HT Correspondent
n

n

Public works department minister Vijay Inder Singla (right) offering
shoulder to the casket carrying mortal remains of two-year-old
Fatehveer Singh in Sangrur on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

and surrounding villages held
protests on Tuesday by blocking
roads over the state government’s failure to retrieve twoyear-old Fatehveer Singh from a
borewell after the news of the
toddler’s death spread.
Commercial establishments,
including shops, in Sunam town
remained closed.
The protesters raised slogans
against Sangrur deputy commissioner Ghanshyam Thori,
Sunam SDM Manjit Kaur and
the state government near the
Industrial Training Institute
(ITI) on the Patiala-Mansa road.
The residents of Longowal
town also blocked the SunamBarnala road and demanded suspension of Thori holding him

n

Closed shops at a market in Sunam on Tuesday.

responsible for the failure of the
rescue operation.
“An innocent boy was killed
due to the district administration’s lack of seriousness. In this
era of technology, the state failed
to rescue a child from a borewell.
The district administration

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

should take responsibility and
the DC should resign from his
post,” said Lakhvir Singh, a protester from Longowal town.
Some organizations held a
march in Sangrur town and also
gave a call to close all markets on
Wednesday.
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htpunjab&haryana
shortstories
‘AMBU-CYCLES’ FOR
RAPID EMERGENCY
RESPONSE SERVICE
CHANDIGARH: The Haryana government has decided to introduce
ambu-cycles (two-wheeler ambulance) with the assistance of Israel
for providing rapid emergency
response service. This service will
initially begin in Gurugram and
Faridabad. Chief minister Manohar
Lal informed about this after
meeting a three-member delegation led by ambassador of Israel to
India, Dr Ron Malka, on Tuesday.
Khattar said that during his visit to
Israel in May last year, he had
interacted with officials who
started ambu-cycles as a communiHTC
ty-based service.

Haryana govt to provide
2 lakh malaria test kits
CHANDIGARH: Haryana additional
chief secretary, health, Rajeev Arora,
on Tuesday said the central government has been asked to provide
two lakh rapid diagnostic test (RDT)
kits for testing malaria in Nuh,
Palwal and Yamunanagar districts.
Arora said last year, more cases of
malaria were reported in these
districts as compared to others. He
said in order to meet the requirement of various hospitals in the
state, 57 microscopes would be
purchased by the month’s end.

Cashless transactions at
Gurugram ration shops soon
GURUGRAM : After the success of
the pilot project of the cashless
system for distribution of foodgrains at fair price shops in Panchkula, the Gurugram administration
has decided to implement the same
in the district. The beneficiaries
under the National Food Security
Act (NFSA), will no longer have to
pay money in cash; instead, it will
be directly deducted from their
bank accounts and transferred to
the account of the PDS depot
holder from where they purchase
HTC
the ration.

OBJECTION Civic body wants to name these gates after Mahabharata’s characters

n

n

KARNAL : The BJP government’s
move to rechristen ‘Saat Dwar’
(seven heritage gates) of Karnal
city after the epic Mahabharata
characters has triggered a
storm. Objecting to the move,
Karnal residents are demanding
the historical names of these
gates be preserved. Karnal happens to be the constituency of
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
The Karnal municipal corporation (MC) has proposed to
rename Kalandri Gate to Krishan Dwar; Banson Gate to Nakul
Dwar; Dyalpura Gate to Sehdev
Dwar; Jundla Gate to Bhim
Dwar; Karan Gate to Karna
Dwar; Subhash Gate to Yudhisthir Dwar and Arjun Gate to
Arjun Dwar.
The renovation work of these
gates has recently completed
after three years. Now, the
agenda to change names of these
gates is scheduled for a House
meeting of the Karnal MC on
June 13.
All these gates fall under ward
number 15, which is represented
in the MC by Yudhvir Singh, an
independent who later extended
his support to the ruling BJP. He
is opposing the move along with
thousands of residents of this
area.
“We conducted a survey and
found that majority of people
were against the renaming of
gates. They may not have objec-

n

The agenda to change names of these gates is scheduled for a House meeting of the Karnal municipal
HT PHOTO
corporation on June 13.

tions with the new names, but
certainly want the government
to mention the historical names
along with fresh ones,” Yudhvir
said.
“Several councillors are supporting us. We would take up this
issue at the House meeting and
hope we would be heard,” he
said.

in their identity proofs and now,
the renaming would create problems. “These seven gates are
older than history of Karnal and
are a heritage symbol. Rechristening these gates is like rewriting the history,” said a resident
of Bhatto Mohalla of Jundla
Gate, who did not wish to be
named.

A MATTER OF IDENTITY
City residents said they have
included the name of these gates

MAYOR’S TAKE
Karnal mayor Renu Bala Gupta
said, “Only names of the gates

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Former national-level judoka, his
accomplice held for stealing cars
still at large and a hunt is on to
nab them.
“Sahil Shokeen, 22, a resident
Bahadurgarh, and his accomplice Sachin, 20, a resident of
Delhi’s Rohini, were arrested on
Monday,” DCP Madhur Verma
said. “Shokeen was a nationallevel judo fighter whose career
was cut short in 2014 when he fell
down from a train and his leg
came under the wheels while he
was on his way to participate in
the National Games. Sachin is a

polytechnic student,” Verma
said. A Mahindra XUV 500 which
the duo hired from Zoomcar has
been recovered from their possession. “They also admitted to
have stolen many other high-end
vehicles such as Ford Endeavour,
Mercedes, Tata Hexa and other
luxury cars. After stealing the
cars, they would modify the vehicles before selling them to people
involved in bootlegging alcohol
from Haryana to Uttar Pradesh,”
IANS
Verma added.

HISAR:Three persons, including a

seven-year-old girl, were killed
after a speeding truck ran over
the motorcycle they were riding
near Hizrawan Kalan village of
Fatehabad on Tuesday morning.
The victims have been identified as 28-year-old Mahender
Singh, his 35-year-old sister
Bhagwanti Devi and niece Parul
Rani.
Police spokesperson Bhim
Singh said, “Bhagwanti Devi had
gone to meet her mother in
Mansa district of Punjab and was,
along with her brother and
daughter, returning to Mochi
Chaubara village on Tuesday
with her brother on motorcycle.”
He said when they reached near
Hizrawan Kalan, a truck ran over
the motorcycle, killing the trio on
the spot. The truck driver fled
from the accident scene, leaving
the truck behind, he added. HTC
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With prayer on lips, family of airman
Pankaj Sangwan hoping against hope

›

Till now, we have
only been informed
that some parts of the
aircraft were spotted by a
search operation team

Bhaskar Mukherjee
bhaskar.mukherjee@htlive.com

BALWANT SANGWAN,
Pankaj’s grandfather

n

will be changed as they do not
have any relevance to the history of Karnal.
Since Karnal is related to
Mahabharata, the names of all
these gates will be renamed after
characters of the epic.”
She said the proposal is being
brought with people’s consent.
“People will soon get familiarised with the new names.
See how the residents of Gurgaon got used to Gurugram,” she
added.

Haryana to set up
six nursing colleges

A woman covers her child on a hot afternoon in Amritsar on Tuesday.

HISAR :Family members of
22-year-old airman Pankaj
Sangwan, who is among 13
people on board the Indian
Air Force’s (IAF’s) Antonov
An-32 that went missing
shortly after taking off from
Jorhat in Assam, express
hope to see him safe.
Pankaj’s grandfather Balwant Sangwan said they have
received information that
wreckage of the plane has
been spotted in Arunachal
Pradesh, eight days after the
plane disappeared from the
radar.
“We wish that everyone,
including our son, is safe. We
are hoping against hopes. Till
now, we have only been
informed that some parts of
the aircraft were spotted by a
search operation team and

rajesh.moudgil@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: An alarming situa-

neeraj.mohan@htlive.com

7-year-old among
3 crushed under
truck in Fatehabad

n

Rajesh Moudgil

Neeraj Mohan

ister Manohar Lal Khattar has
approved the construction of six
nursing colleges at a cost ₹194.30
crore in the state so as to overcome the shortage of trained
and qualified nursing personnel, it was announced on Tuesday.
The nursing colleges will be
constructed within 15 months,
an official spokesman said. He
said two colleges would be con-

arrested a former national-level
judoka along with his accomplice
for stealing cars from self-drive
car rental company Zoomcar, the
police said on Tuesday.
The police said the accused
booked cars from Zoomcar’s offices in the capital by producing
fake documents and disappeared
after taking them for long drives
to Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh. Two other accused in
the case, Somveer and Sumit, are

> A KARNAL RESIDENT

Plan to rename seven Karnal 60% Haryana blocks in
heritage gates triggers storm ‘over-exploited’ category

CHANDIGARH: Haryana chief min-

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police have

THESE GATES (IN KARNAL) ARE A HERITAGE SYMBOL.
RENAMING THEM IS LIKE REWRITING THE HISTORY.

D E A R T H O F G R O U N D WAT E R

SUMMER SHIELD

n
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Former Haryana chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda with
Pankaj Sangwan’s mother (left) and other family members in
Sonepat on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

efforts are on to find the passengers,” he added.
Hailing from Kohla village
in Sonepat district, Pankaj,
after undergoing training in
Bengaluru, had got his first
posting at Jorhat Air Force
Station in Assam.

Former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Tuesday also met the family
members of Pankaj and said
he had a word with the search
team.
“They said that the wreckage of the transport aircraft

has been spotted. They have
informed Pankaj's mother
Sunita Sangwan that there
still are chances that everyone is safe,” he added.
“I can understand the situation Pankaj’s family members are in. The government
must speed-up the search
operations and should keep
informing the family members about the progress
made,” Hooda said.
Earlier, former Haryana
CM Om Prakash Chautala,
had also met Pankaj’s family.

structed in Faridabad district,
and one each in Rewari, Kaithal,
Kurukshetra and Panchkula
districts.
In Faridabad, these will be
constructed at Dayalpur and
Aura village, in Rewari at Sadat
Nagar village, in Kaithal at
Dherdu village, in Kurukshetra
at Kheri Ram Nagar village and
in Panchkula, the college will be
constructed in Kherawali vilIANS
lage.

tion of fast depleting water tables
stares at Haryana with as many
as 78 of total 128 blocks in the
state are sliding down to the
”over-exploited” category —
worst stage in the context — due
to exhaustion of the groundwater by farmers, especially in the
paddy growing areas, reveals a
recent assessment of data.
In 2013, Haryana’s 64 blocks
out of 119 in the then 21 districts
were almost entirely under the
category of “over-exploited”.
The number of the same has now
risen to 78 blocks in 22 districts
(Charkhi Dadri was formed by
the ruling BJP government in
2016), states the latest assessment conducted on the data collected from 2013 to 2017 by the
Central Ground Water Board
(CGWB) with the help of groundwater wing of the state agriculture department.
Such an assessment is done
every four years.
A block is considered to be in
“over-exploited” category when
depletion of groundwater is
more than 100%. The situation is
termed “critical” when the
exploitation is 90%-100%, ”semicritical” when it is 70%-90% and
”safe” when depletion of groundwater is less than 70%.
According to the said assessment, Faridabad, Gurugram,
Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Panipat,
Palwal and Sirsa districts are in
the category of “over-exploited”
now, while most blocks of
remaining districts fall in either
“critical” or “semi-critical” category. According to the assessment report, while 80 of total 128
blocks have “poor” quality of
water, only 26 meet the “safe”
standard.
Top officials admit that the
fast depletion of fresh groundwater zones due to over-exploitation is “a very serious problem”.
The data shows that state’s average decline in water table from
June 1999 to June 2018 has been
18.02 metre, while annual is 0.95
metre. In Kurukshetra, Karnal,
Kaithal, Bhiwani, Fatehabad,
Panipat, Rewari, Sirsa and
Mahendragarh, the depletion of
groundwater is due to over-exploitation as well as paddy irrigation.

SHRINKING WATER TABLE
The data shows fluctuation of groundwater in 21 blocks
of state between June 1999 and June 2018.
DISTRICT

BLOCK

Bhiwani

Badhra

Faridabad

Faridabad
Ballabhgarh

DEPTH OF
WATER TABLE
(METRES)
JUNE,1999

JUNE,
2018

31.56

67.16

9.52
7.90

20.82
16.32

Fatehabad

Tohana

8.40

30.02

Gurugram

Farukhnagar
Pataudi
Gurugram
Sohna

11.57
19.87
17.67
11.78

20.07
35.49
28.39
23.56

Kurukshetra

Shahbad
Pehowa
Ladwa

20.16
12.03
19.18

43.51
38.06
34.05

Kaithal

Guhla
Rajaund

16.21
2.93

39.40
17.55

Karnal

Karnal

8.18

13.88

Mahendergarh

Nangal Chaudhary
Narnaul

20.11
31.59

49.28
53.11

Panipat

Samalkha
Bapoli

11.49
8.53

27.72
19.39

Rewari

Khol

21.62

58.38

Sirsa

Ellenabad
Rania

7.82
12.20

23.18
30.32

Average depletion in blocks since 1999: 18.02 metre
Average annual depletion: 0.95 metre
SALINITY: ANOTHER
GRAVE THREAT
Ironically enough, while 19 districts suffer from different
degrees of over-exploitation of
groundwater, the remaining
three districts — Sonepat, Rohtak and Jhajjar — are afflicted
with waterlogging and salinity.
These are caused by intensive
flood irrigation by canal water,
less withdrawal of groundwater,
canal-water infiltrations, unfavourable sub-soil geology, transportation of groundwater from
canals to saline areas, broad syncline-shaped topography and
high salinity of groundwater at
moderate and deeper depths.
MEASURES REQUIRED
The experts espouse conjunctive
use of water (mixing of fresh
water with saline groundwater
for irrigation), strict check on
flood irrigation, tabs on overuse

of chemical fertilisers, pesticides, promotion of fish farming,
micro irrigation and a strict
check on transportation of canal
water into fields.
DIVERSIFICATION
Navraj Sandhu, additional chief
secretary, agriculture department, admits the seriousness of
the situation and says it is in this
wake that the state government
has also laid a major emphasis
on diversification: Shifting from
water-guzzling paddy to other
crops. She also stresses on several other incentives of drip-irrigation method.
Haryana CM Khattar had
recently announced ₹2,000 per
acre for farmers who planted
maize and arhar crops in place of
paddy on 50,000 hectare area in
seven blocks of Karnal, Kaithal,
Jind, Kurukshetra, Ambala,
Yamunanagar and Sonepat.

Suspended K’shetra DSP faces charges
of assault, hurting religious sentiments
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : Kurukshetra City DSP
Tanya Singh, who was suspended
on Monday, is facing serious allegations of illegal confinement
and thrashing a person at her residence in Kurukshetra.
She has been booked under
IPC Sections 295 A (outraging
religious feelings), 342 (wrongful
confinement), 379 B (snatching)
and 506 (criminal intimidation)
on the complaint of one Gurmit

Singh.
A resident of Mugalmajra village, Gurmit had claimed that on
April 10, DSP Tanya Singh had
called him at her residence in
Kurukshetra. He alleged that
Tanya, who was with her husband and three others, had
“beaten him up mercilessly,
tossed his turban, pulled his
beard, tied him with a rope and
even subjected him to inhuman
treatment”. He had also accused
her of taking away ₹17,000 and a
mobile phone from him.

FAT E H A B A D I N C I D E N T

Woman abducts
newborn boy from
civil hospital, caught
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR : The Fatehabad police on
Tuesday claimed to have solved
the abduction case of a three-dayold boy, who was taken away by a
woman from the gynaecology
ward of the local civil hospital.
The police have arrested the
accused woman identified as
Charanjeet Kaur, a resident of
Fatehabad city.
The woman was nabbed from
Tohana railway bridge.
The police said the child is safe
and his custody has been handed
over to his mother.
According to information,
Gurpreet Kaur, a resident of
Bhuthan Khurd, had given birth
to a boy three days ago.
She was admitted to the gynaecology ward of the hospital.
Her husband Surender Singh
told the police that a woman
struck a conversation with his
wife Gurpreet and when she was
asleep, Charanjeet abducted the
child and fled from the spot.
On not finding the child, the
family informed the hospital
authorities, which swung into
action and called the police.
Acting on the complaint, a

team was formed led by Fatehabad DSP Daljeet Singh and city
SHO Surender Kamboj.
The team took details of the
case and came to know that the
woman had come to them and got
familiar with the family members
of the newborn.
SHO Kamoj said, “After investigation and procuring CCTV
footage, we were able to identify
the woman as Charanjeet Kaur of
Fatehabad city. After identification, we formed more teams and
caught the woman in Tohana
town of this district. We are in
process of registering an FIR into
the matter. Further investigation
has been started to know why the
woman abducted the child. The
woman is mother of six children
and does not stay with her husband.”
Such cases are taking place frequently in hospitals as a child was
taken away from the gynaecology
ward of Rohtak’s PGIMS in February 2019.
The woman, however, was
arrested from Sonepat a day after
and the child was also rescued.
Another child was abducted
from the same medical facility in
September 2018. However, there
still is no trace of the child.

Gurmit claimed that he did not
know the reasons why he was
thrashed, but alleged that Tanya
was “asking him to crack a deal
with a rape accused”. The police
are, however, verifying his
claims.
Gurmit’s uncle Amarjit Singh
also alleged that he got a phone
call from Tanya Singh on April 10
and she asked to bring four to five
people to her residence. “When I
reached there, I saw distraught
Amarjit with his turban lying on
the floor,” he added.

He said the matter later came
to the knowledge of Kurukshetra superintendent of police
(SP) Astha Modi and she called
him to Kurukshetra where she
took up the matter with her senior officers. Following an investigation by the state crime branch,
the DSP was suspended on Monday. However, SP Astha Modi
said the DSP has been suspended
following an internal inquiry.
She confirmed that an FIR has
also been registered against her
and an investigation was on.

TENDER NOTICE
FOR SALE OF OLD & USED ASSETS MATERIAL
AT, B - 21 INDUSTRIAL FOCAL POINT EXTN.JALANDHAR.
SEALED RATE TENDERS are invited for sale of old & used Assets
S.No
Description
Image Setter, Film Processor, Exposure & accessories
1
Air Conditioners
2
Weighing Machine ( Electronics – 1000 Kgs )
3
Steel Almirah / Lockers
4
Chairs & Tables
5
Fan`s ( Ceiling & Wall)
6
Angle Racks
7
Fire Extinguisher
8
Room Cooler
9
10 Fork Lift - Godrej 1999
11 ETP / STP Plant
12 LT Pannel
13 Air Compressor - Elgi
14 Air Dryer
15 Aluminium Partition
16 Light & Fixtures
17 Iron , Wooden & Plastic Scrap
18 Heavy Cables ( Copper / Aluminium )

Rates reqd
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates in lot
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates in Kgs
Rates Per Pcs
Rates in Kgs
Rates in Kgs

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. For inspection of above items, Please contact HT Media Ltd.,B-21 Industrial
Focal Point Extn.Jalandhar.
2. Tenders should reach latest by 19th June 2019.
3. The rates will be exclusive of Tax, GST & other taxes will be charges extra.
4. The tender should addressed to "Disposal Committee, H T Media Ltd. C-164165 Industrial Focal Point,Phase VIII B Mohali (Punjab)".
5.
The envelope should be superscribed - Tender for the sale of old Assets.
6. The Tenders should be accompanied with a draft in favor of "H T MEDIA LTD"
Payable at Chandigarh for security deposit of Rs.100000/- ( As interest free
Earnest Money ).
7. In case of any dispute, the matter will be subject to the jurisdiction of Mohali (
Punjab ).
8. Items to be lifted against advance payment in cash or by DD payable at
Chandigarh.
9. HT Media Ltd has the right to reject one or all tenders without assigning any
reason whatsoever.
10. The tenderer will have to accept available quantities and will not have any claim
due to the quality involved and lift all the material at the same rate quoted in
the tender.
11. The tenderer shall remove the goods within one week of confirmation from the
place of storage at his own cost and shall employ his own staff. Stock will be
disposed on "As is where is basis".
HT Media Limited Jalandhar
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Income Tax raids on ‘Failure to verify alibi of
Kashmir biz group Vishal led to acquittal’

K A T H U A

Press Trust of India
n

J&K BANK FALLOUT Search operations carried out at 10
premises of a biz group promoted by Srinagar deputy mayor
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR : The income-tax (I-T)
department on Tuesday raided
premises of Srinagar’s deputy
mayor and businessman, Shiekh Imran, in Srinagar, Delhi
and Bengaluru.
Officials said the raids were
conducted in connection with
Imran’s financial transitions
without elaborating further.
In a statement, the I-T department said search and seizure
operations were carried out at
eight premises of a business
group in Srinagar and one each
in Bengaluru and Delhi.
“The assessee group is
engaged in the business of transportation, manufacturing of silk
yarn, hospitality, retail trading
of Kashmir arts and crafts etc.”
The statement said that none
of the members of the group is
regular in filing I-T returns.
“As a one-time settlement,
the group has got loans of ₹170
crore with J&K Bank restruc-

›

One time settlement
of the loan from J&K
Bank has been done
through active connivance
of a senior bank officer
who was receiving several
out of turn promotions.
OFFICIAL STATEMENT

tured for a sum of ₹77 crores, out
of which, payment of only ₹50.34
crores to the J&K Bank has been
made so far and balance of ₹27.66
crores is yet to be paid. During
the search, evidence has been
detected indicating that the onetime settlement of the loan from
J&K Bank has been done
through the active connivance
of a senior J&K Bank officer
who was receiving several out of
turn promotions,’’ the statement said.
The statement further said,
“During the search, evidence

has been detected indicating
that the one time settlement of
the loan from J&K Bank has
been done through the active
connivance of a senior J&K
Bank officer who was receiving
several out of turn promotions.
During the search, incriminating evidence was found
relating to sale of undisclosed
property amounting to ₹22
crore, agreement to sell transport business for ₹9.10 crore,
undisclosed profit of ₹15-20
crore on account of sale of cold
storage plant in Lassipora, the
statement said.
Earlier, the Anti-Corruption
Bureau on Sunday concluded a
raid at the corporate headquarters of J&K Bank in Srinagar.
Imran said he will support all
investigations to ensure transparency and adherence to I-T
laws. “I extend my full cooperation to the Income Tax department. I am a law abiding businessman and will continue to
ensure the laws are upheld,” he
said in a statement.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATHANKOT/CHANDIGARH: The prosecution’s failure to verify accused
Vishal Jangotra’s alibi during the
probe in the Kathua rape and
murder case led to his acquittal,
the special court said as it blamed
the Jammu crime branch for
withholding the best evidence
against him.
“This court is of the opinion
that all this goes to show there is a
big lacuna in the prosecution case
against Vishal Jangotra in this
regard as prosecution failed to
verify genuinely the plea of alibi
raised by the accused Vishal at
the first instance during the
investigation,” it said in the
detailed order passed on Monday.
The court also raised the issue
of the prosecution failing to question inspector Kewal Kishore
who had done most of the investigation regarding Jangotra’s
alleged role in the crime.
“Almost all investigating officers had deposed that investigation of Vishal was done by inspector Kewal Kishore and it was
essential for the prosecution to
make a foolproof case against Vishal to examine inspector Kewal
Kishore,”it said.

CONVICTED COPS
TINKERED WITH
EVIDENCE: COURT
Three Jammu and Kashmir
policemen convicted in the rape
and murder case of 8-year-old girl
in Kathua tinkered with the evidence to help the accused, said the
Pathankot special court, which
delivered its judgment on Tuesday.
District and sessions judge Tejwinder Singh, presiding over the
special bench, concluded that
sub-inspector Anand Dutta, head
constable Tilak Raj and special
police officer Surinder Kumar
were not part of the criminal conspiracy from the beginning.
“They tried to save real offenders
by destroying evidences for
which they have been awarded
five years’ jail. They washed
away the blood stained clothes of
victim, concealed recovery of
dupatta, hair band and necklace,” Tejwinder Singh said, adding that they manipulated investigation by giving false information about the occurrence of the
scene of crime.
The officials in question were
the ones who had initially investigated the case, before it was
handed over to crime branch.
With PTI inputs

region
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R A P E - M U R D E R

Kin to move court against ‘false
case’; cops to challenge acquittal
Ravi Krishnan Khajuria
n

ravi.khajuria@htlive.com

JAMMU:A day after a district court

in Pathankot convicted six men
for the rape and murder of an
eight-year-old girl in Jammu’s
Kathua region, the family of Vishal Jangotra, who was acquitted,
is mulling to move court for
“malicious prosecution suit”
while the J&K crime branch
plans to challenge his acquittal.
Madhu Sharma, the elder sister of Vishal Jangotra said,
“Though immediate step for us is
to move the Punjab and Haryana
high court to seek justice for my
father, they (crime branch) will
also have to pay for falsely implicating my brother. We will definitely move the court to ensure
justice to Vishal. We will not
allow the crime branch to go scotfree.”
“My brother is in a state of
shock but we will leave no stone
unturned to seek justice for him.
The J&K crime branch tried to
make him a sacrificial goat,” she
said.
Vishal’s defence counsel,
advocate Vikrant Mahajan said,
“We will file a malicious prosecution suit in the court of law and it
has to be filed in Kathua. Vishal

n

Vishal Jangotra was the only
accused who was acquitted by
the Pathankot court.
HT FILE

has been released and it will take
some time for him to get back to
normal life. He has spent over a
year in the prison and has to file
the suit and seek damages.”
According to the crime branch
charge sheet Vishal Jangotra
alias Shamma (Sanji Ram’s son)
was informed over phone by his
cousin (Sanji’s nephew) about the
girl and was asked to come back
“if he wanted to satisfy his lust”.
On January 13, Vishal and
Sanji’s nephew raped the minor
inside the Devsthan, according to
the chargesheet.
Advocate AK Sawhney, who

represented head constable Tilak
Raj, said that Vishal has every
right to move the court of law for
seeking damages to his reputation, loss of academics, mental
and physical torture.
After getting released on Monday, Vishal claimed before a news
channel that he was ruthlessly
tortured by the police to confess
the crime, which he never committed. “This was a planned conspiracy against me and my family,” he said.
On the other hand, J&K crime
branch has also been mulling an
appeal against Vishal’s acquittal
in a higher court.
Talking to a local news portal
crime branch IGP Ahfadul Mujtaba, said, “We have not received
the copy of judgment yet. We will
examine it and if needed, will go
for an appeal against the acquittal. Vishal had pleaded an alibi
that he was not there (Rasana),
though we had ocular account
and eye-witnesses, who said that
he was there on the day of incident. The court has accepted his
alibi but we will go into details
and look into the reasons behind
his acquittal,” he said.
“The probe was conducted in a
diligent and professional manner,” he added.

Kufri zoo says no to snow leopards as they
are too old to be flown in from Darjeeling
Gaurav Bisht
n

gaurav.bisht@htlive.com

SHIMLA: Wait for the elusive snow

leopards at Himalayan Nature
Park in Kufri is set to get longer as
the wildlife wing of Himachal
Pradesh forest department has
refused to accept aging felines
from Padmaja Naidu National
Zoological Park in Darjeeling.
The forest department had
proposed to bring in a pair of
snow leopards from Darjeeling
under an animal-exchange programme and offered a pair of
Monal pheasants.
It had sent a team of veterinarians to Darjeeling to fetch a pair of
snow leopards that were proposed to be kept at the Kufri zoo.
“The snow leopards were old
which made it difficult for us to
transport them to Shimla. Their

DEPT HAD PROPOSED TO
BRING IN PAIR OF SNOW
LEOPARD AND OFFERED
MONAL PHEASANTS AS A
PART OF ANIMAIEXCHANGE PROGRAMME
age is between 15 and 17 years,”
said principal chief conservator
of forest (wildlife) Savita. Snow
leopards usually live up to 20
years, she added.
“We found out that leopards
were unfit for transportation.
The department had sent a team
of veterinarians and
also arranged an air-conditioned van for the animals,” she
said. The government had
planned to bring snow leopards to
Kufri zoo after a gap of six years.

The animal was first kept there
for display in 2000.
This was for the second time
when the wildlife wing was bringing in snow leopards from Darjeeling. In 2000, the wildlife wing
had housed a snow leopard, Rozy,
at the nature park in Kufri. Rozy
was found abandoned in Spiti and
was brought to the zoo.
Rozy grew up to be a healthy
adult, but died in 2002. Autopsy
reports had revealed that the
female snow leopard died due to
lung infection caused by carbon
emission from vehicles and
excreta of horses.
The wildlife wing had then

taken required measures to avoid
such instances.
Kufri, a famous tourist destination, is visited by large number
of people where pony rides are
one of the main attractions.
In 2004, the state had brought
two felines — Subhash and Sapna
— from Darjeeling in a similar
exchange programme.
But, the plans to start conservation breeding could not be formalised since the animals were
siblings and kept in separate
enclosures. When Sapna died of
severe feline infectious enteritis,
Subash, was taken back to Darjeeling.

PDPM

Indian Institute of Information Technology
Design & Manufacturing, Jabalpur
TENDER NOTICE
NIT NO: IIITDM/B&W/19/06/170
Dated: 10/06/2019
Registrar invites separate and sealed percentage rate tenders, on behalf of the
Board of Governors, PDPM IIITDM Jabalpur, for the following works from reputed
contractors of appropriate class borne on approved list of the CPWD, MES,
Railways and other PSU of the Central Government
Sl.
Name of work
No.
1.0 Painting (Internal & External) work of
Hall of Residence-III of PDPM IIITDM
Jabalpur.
2.0 Painting (Internal & External) work of
Hall of Residence-IV of PDPM IIITDM
Jabalpur.
3.0 Painting (Internal & External) work of
Hall of Residence-I of PDPM IIITDM
Jabalpur.
4.0 P/F Concertina coil fencing to raise the
height of existing brick masonry and RCC
boundary wall of PDPMIIITDM Jabalpur.

Estimated
cost
As per
schedule
attached-A
As per
schedule
attached-B
As per
schedule
attached-C
As per
schedule
attached-D

EMD
Stipulated
(In Rs.)
period
1,03,500/- 90 Days

1,05,000/-

90 Days

1,59,000/-

90 Days

1,31,500/-

90 Days

Application for tender document shall be received at IWD office upto 28.06.2019
(17:00 hrs.)
Tender documents can be obtained on written application from the IWD office,
PDPM IIITDM, Jabalpur on payment of Rs. 1,000/- in shape of Bank Draft/Challan
during working hours from 02.07.2019 to 08.07.2019 or may be downloaded from
Institute website. Tender will be received upto 15:00 hrs. 09.07.2019 and will be
opened at 16:00 hrs. on the same day. Detailed NIT and other information regarding
tender cost, EMD, eligibility criteria etc. about tenders can be seen at our website:
www.iiitdmj.ac.in
Please visit our website www.iiitdmj.ac.in for other short NIQs which are also
uploaded on the Institute website.

Registrar
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HEATWAVE SPELLS IN INDIA
Since 1984, we have faced sizzling temperatures regularly. In 1988,
the spell lasted 33 days. This year, we’ve already crossed 32 days
13 days (17-29 May)

1984

33 days (7-14 May; 18 May –11 June)

1988

27 days (17 May–12 June)

2003

10 days (11-20 June)

2005

23 days (12 May-03 June)

2010

24 days (17 May-09 June)

2012

10 days (17-26 May)

2013

14 days (18-31 May)

2015

32 days (19 April-3 May; 12-28 May)

2016
2018

7 days (22 -28 May)
32 days

2019
(15 April to 4 May; 18 May to 22 May; June 7 to June 13)

*2019 figures are tentative, as heatwave period is April-June, Source: IITM, IMD

shows that there have been 32
heatwave days so far.
A heatwave, according to the
IMD, is when maximum temperature of a station reaches at least
40 degree Celsius for plains, and
30 degree Celsius for hills.
INCREASING INTENSITY
IMD scientist DS Pai said that
their study of long term heatwave data of 35 metrological subdivisions clearly showed that
there was a three-fold increase in
heatwaves per year since 1991.
The study was based on temperature data between 1971 and 2015.

“Our observation indicates
that the increase was steeper in
the last two decades,” he said.
The IITM study also stated
that another impact of long
spells of heatwave was an
increase in hot days and nights.
An analysis of daily maximum
and minimum temperatures of
121 IMD stations well distributed
across India between 1970 and
2015 showed that the frequency
of occurrence of hot days and
nights showed widespread
increase whereas that of cold
days and nights have decreased.
“The southern peninsular

›

Study of long term
heatwave data from
35 meteorological subdivisions showed that
there was a three-fold
increase in heatwaves per
year since 1991
DS PAI, IMD scientist

India was showing more increasing trend as compared to north
India. With climate change, the
frequency and intensity of heatwaves in India will increase,”
Krishnan said.
In its heatwave bulletins, IMD
said that this year’s hot spell has
been amplified by the absence of
pre-monsoon showers, as well as
hot and dry winds from western
dry zones. However, the heatwave spell is likely to cool down
this weekend, the IMD heat forecast on Tuesday said.
This year, the monsoon
arrival has been delayed by
almost a week and the onset of
cyclone Vayu in the western
coast of India has further weakened the monsoon currents over
the peninsular India.
In normal years by mid-June,
the monsoon covers more than
half of India but this year is
spread is only over Kerala and
parts of Tamil Nadu. IMD has,
however, predicted near normal
monsoon with 96-98% of rainfall

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Cyclone‘Vayu’intensi-

fied into a cyclonic storm TuesdayandislikelytohittheGujarat
coast on June 13 morning, the
India Meteorological Department (IMD) said.
The IMD issued the Orange
Warning on Tuesday evening,
which predicts the landfall and
the likely impact of a cyclone,
alerting government agencies
thatthecycloneisabout24hours
away from the coast. “Gale wind
speedoftheorderof110-120kmph
gusting to 135 kmph very likely
overnorthArabian Sea andGujarat coast in morning hours and

n

As cylcone Vayu is
expected to make landfall
in Gujarat on Thursday, an
official reviews the cyclone
preparedness at a National
Disaster Response Force
camp in Chiloda, 40 km
from Ahmedabad.
(Left) A man takes cover
from the scorching sun at
Taj Mahal in Agra on
Tuesday. AFP/ANI

Life expectancy down by 2.6 yrs
due to air pollution, finds study
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Life expectancy in

India has gone down by 2.6 years
due to deadly diseases caused by
air pollution, according to a
recentreportbyanenvironment
think tank.
Thereportbytheenvironment
organisation Centre for Science
andEnvironment(CSE)revealed
that outdoor and household air
pollution together are causing
deadlydiseases.“Airpollutionis
now the third highest cause of
death among all health risks
ranking just above smoking in

India.Thisisacombinedeffectof
outdoor particulate matter (PM)
2.5, ozone and household air pollution,” revealed the report.
“Due to this combined exposure, South Asians, including
Indiansaredyingearly-theirlife
expectancy has reduced by over
2.6 years. This is much higher
than the global tally of reduced
life expectancy by an average of
20months.Whilegloballyachild
born today will die 20 months
sooneronanaveragethanwould
beexpectedwithoutairpollution
in India they would die 2.6 years
earlier,” it read.
Whileexposuretooutdoorpar-

EL NINO LINK
The IITM study also said that
most parts of India suffer from
spells of hot weather during
April-June with high frequency
over north, northwest, central
and eastern coastal regions of
India. “Generally, the heatwaves develop in the north-western parts of the country and progresses towards central and east
India…The heatwaves in India
have been linked with El Nino
and some studies link them with
variations in sea surface temperatures and re-curving tropical
cyclones in Bay of Bengal,” the
study said.
El Niño is a part of a routine
climate pattern that occurs
when sea surface temperatures
in the tropical Pacific Ocean rise
to above-normal levels for an
extended period of time.
A 2017 study by the Indian
Council for Agriculture
Research (ICAR), published in
the American Geophysical
Union, said that most of the long
period heatwave years in India
were linked with El Nino, which
normally leads to lower than
normal monsoon rainfall.
El Nino affects the moisture
laden winds from the cooler
oceans towards India, according
to IMD. “The probability of heatwave in India during an El Nino
year was higher in India than
non-El Nino years,” the ICAR
study said.
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Hill stations choke due
to heavy tourist influx
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN/NAINITAL/MUSSOORIE/
DARJEELING: Withthecountryreeling under a prolonged heat wave
sinceApril,northIndia’sfavouritehillstationsarerunningatfull
capacity,even as tourists throng
destinations like Mussoorie and
NainitalinUttarakhand,Shimla
andManaliinHimachalPradesh,
Darjeeling in West Bengal and
Gangtok in Sikkim.
Representatives of tourist
associations said that the numbersthisyearareunprecedented,
whichhasledtomanyholidayers
being turned away. Local police
officials from these towns are
working round the clock to manage traffic.
Uttarakhandofficialssaidthat
since mid-May, close to 190,000
tourists have already visited
Mussoorie.OccupancyinShimla
and Manali hotels has reached
100% on weekends, Himachal
Pradesh Hotel and Restaurant
Association’s chairman Gajender Thakur said. One weekdays,
the occupancy is 80%, he added,
and advised tourists not to visit
without reserving their rooms.
Himachal Pradesh has over
3000registeredhotelsandatleast
1,340 registered home stays.
Nearly 95% of the hotels are
booked till mid-June.
Other hill towns are also
reportingfullcapacities.“Almost
all rooms in hill stations such as
Gangtok, Darjeeling and Kalimpong are booked.
More tourists are arriving
thanlastyear,”saidSamratSanyal,secretaryofHimalayanHospitality and Tourism Development Network.
With vehicles queuing up on
theMussoorie-Dehradun,Muss-

n

Heavy traffic inflow in Shimla on Tuesday.

DEEPAK SANSTA/HT PHOTO

SHIMLA RECORDS HOTTEST DAY IN 5 YRS
SHIMLA : Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla experienced the hottest
day in five years on Tuesday, the
Meteorological (Met) department
said. The state capital sizzled at
30.5°C, setting a new record.

oorie-KemptyfallandMussoorieDhanaulti roads, a traffic plan —
one-way from Gajji bend and
Spring road — has been put in
place, said Bhavna Kainthola,
in-charge Mussoorie police station.
However, smooth movement
of traffic is being hindered by
driverswhohavelessexperience
of driving in the hills, she said.
Mohinder Singh, a tourist
fromChandigarhwhodroveupto
Mussoorie on the June 8 weekend, said, “After being stranded
in atraffic jamon the MussoorieDehradun route, we were told
that there was no place to park
the vehicle, so we were forced to
head towards Dhanaulti, where

As per IMD data, the maximum
temperature in Shimla was 31.5°C
in 2007, which remains the
highest in the last decade, 31.4°C
on June 7, 2014 and 30.1°C on June
10, 2017.

we faced another jam.”
Authorities have been stopping vehicles on the three
approach roads to Nainital—
Kaladungi, Bhowali and Haldwani—asandwhentheparking
capacity (around 2000 vehicles)
has reached its limit.
ShimlaandManalitooarewitnessing traffic snarls, and less
parking space. “There is lack of
parking space in Manali. Nearly
10,000 vehicles entered Manali
lastweekend,”saidSuperintendentofPolice,Kullu,ShaliniAgnihotri.
The administration has
deployed 120 policemen and as
many Home Guards in Manali to
manage the traffic.

Guj on alert, cyclone Vayu may hit the coast tomorrow

TAKING PRECAUTIONS

Press Trust of India

of long term average.
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Chetan Chauhan

of the longest heatwave spells in
the last 35 years — and the phenomenon will only continue,
with the intensity and frequency
of heatwaves on the rise, India
Meteorological Department data
suggest and experts say.
A study titled Diagnostics and
real-time extended range prediction of heatwaves over India,
conducted by Pune-based Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) in 2018, and the heatwave data recorded by the IMD,
show that the frequency and
intensity of the heatwaves
across the country is rising.
“It may be too early to say
whether 2019 will have the longest spell of heatwave or not as the
heatwave period is from April to
June,” said S Krishnan, a senior
scientist dealing with long term
weather predictions and climate
change at IITM.
However, Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, a senior scientist with
IMD, said various studies have
established that both the frequency and the intensity of heatwaves in India is rising. This
year, due to extremely dry
weather conditions, India has
witnessed a long spell of heat.
This year, we seem to be on
course to break a 31-year-record.
In 1988, the most number of heatwave days were 33 (from April 1
to June 30). In 2019, IMD data
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SOARING TEMPERATURES IMD says the hot spell has been amplified by the absence of pre-monsoon showers
NEWDELHI: India may witness one
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PLACES OVER THE NEXT 3 DAYS
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2019 has already witnessed
three spells of heat wave:
from 15 April to 4 May,
18-22 May, and 7-11 June

APRIL

Maximum temperature in °C

HIGHEST
TEMPERATURES
RECORDED
ACROSS INDIA
SINCE APRIL

MERCURY RISING

ticulate matter (PM) accounted
for a loss of nearly one year and
six months in life expectancy,
exposure to household air pollutionaccountedforalossofnearly
oneyearandtwomonths,according to the CSE.
“Thus, together Indians lose
2.6 years,” it said.
“Thedeadlytallybrokenupby
diseases shows that chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) due to air pollution at 49
percentisresponsibleforcloseto
half of deaths... It is disturbing
how COPD, lung cancer and
ischaemic heart disease dominate the dubious tally,” it said.

decrease graduallythereafter. It
is very likely to be 50-60 kmph
gusting to 70 kmph over north
Maharashtra coasts and northern parts of east central Arabian
Sea,” the IMD forecast said.
TheIMDhasissuedawarning
of heavy rains and high winds at
aspeedofover110kmperhouron
June13and14inthecoastalareas
of Saurashtra and Kutch. “A
warninghasalreadybeenissued
andthe cycloneis being continuouslymonitoredandabulletinis
beingreleasedeverythreehours.
All precautionary actions have
been suggested and authorities
are working on it,” said Dr Sathi
Devi,a senior scientist at IMD.
Around280,000peoplelivingin

hutments near the coastline in
Kutch,Dwarka, Porbandar, Rajkot, Junagarh, Diu, Gir, Somnath, Amreli and Bhavnagar,
identifiedasthemostvulnerable
areas in Gujarat, will be evacuatedonWednesday,thechiefsecretary of Gujarat said during the
meeting of the National Crisis
Management Committee. The
home ministry has mobilised 35
teams of the National Disaster
Response Force in Gujarat and
four in Diu; along with teams of
disaster response force, army,
coast guard andborder security.
The warning also called for suspending fishing activity along
MaharashtraandGujaratcoasts.
(With PTI inputs)

Quick take: Cyclone Vayu
Vulnerable hutment
dwellers to be evacuated
Rajasthan

PAKISTAN
Kutch

GUJARAT
MP

Rajkot

Dwarka

Amreli

Porbandar
Junagarh
Bhavnagar
Gir Somnath

Arabian
Sea

Mumbai
Maharashtra

n Cyclone Vayu was spotted
490 km south-southwest of
Mumbai coast on Tuesday
n It will likely make landfall
on Thursday between
Porbandar and Mahuva
around Veraval & Diu region
n The peninsular region of
Gujarat – Saurashtra and
Kutch – will receive
extremely heavy rainfall in
some areas when the cyclone
makes landfall
n Heavy to very heavy
rainfall expected along the
coast in Goa, Maharashtra,
and Karnataka as well

In scorching sun, UP villages without a drop to drink
Sudhir Kumar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

GHORAWAL/DUDHI/
MYORPUR/
GOVINDPUR (ROBERTSGANJ): The

scorching midday sun beats
down on Adari Devi and her
10-year-old daughter, Reeta, as
theymaketheirwaydownasteep
slope to the almost-dry river
Malia in eastern Uttar Pradesh,
empty aluminium pitchers in
their hands.
Adari Devi digs a pit in the riverbedandwaits.Inawhile,water
starts oozing out of the ground
and,onceitclearsalittle,shefills
the two pitchers. She places one
on her daughter’s head and one
on her own, and then the duo
begin the steep climb back to
theirhilltophutinaforestedarea
in Son Nagar Tola under
Jorukhad village panchayat in
Sonbhadra district.
A neighbour, Pramila Devi,
watches them go through this
drillatleasttwiceeveryday.The
minute Adari Devi reaches her
hut, her husband Sudan drinks
the water.
Handpumpsdon’tworkinthis
village in eastern Uttar Pradesh,
in many pockets of which the
water level has dipped below 300
feet. Many villagers drink water
directly from the pit on the river
bed, for lack of a better option.

n

A dried-up hand pump at Ghorawal village in Sonbhadra.

Whenthepitsgodryattheheight
of summer, the villagers trek 1.5
km to nearby Mehuli to fetch
water.“Fetchingwaterfromapit
in the river bed is my daily routine. Sometimes, I have to go
there thrice a day. After all, we
have to quench our thirst. The
water problem gets really bad
afterFebruary,”AdariDevisays.
Sudansaysthewatercollected
by digging the pits is much
cleaner than the little that
remainsintheriver.“Wehaveno
choice but to dig a fresh pit in the
riverbed every three or four
days,”hesays.“Aswedig,muddy
water oozes out. We wait for five
to 10 minutes. Soon, the water
becomes clean because the sand
and soil begin to settle at the bot-

HT PHOTO

tom. Then we fill our pitchers.”
One of his neighbours, Arjun,
too, does the same. He is a marginal farmer, and his family
members as well as his goatsand
cowsquenchtheirthirstthesame
way. He says that every year the
water crisis returns to haunt the
villageanditishightimethegovernmentdoessomethingaboutit.
The authorities are aware of the
problem,healleges,buthavenot
bothered to take any steps.
Son Nagar is among 200 villagesacrossSonbhadradistrictfacing an acute water shortage.
Twenty of these villages, including Majhauli, Katauli, Basin and
Beldandi,areinDuddhidevelopmental block that shares its
boundary with Jharkhand.

There is also Ghorawal developmentblock,declared adarkzone
around three years ago because
ofdeclining ground water levels.
In certain pockets, the level has
gone below 300 feet, especially at
Hirankundi village.
Gopal Das, a villager, says,
“Most of the hand pumps in my
village have gone dry. The water
levelhasfallento300feetinmany
villages. Getting water for our
dailyneedsisaluxury.Werelyon
tankers deployed by the district
administration to ensure water
supply in villages like Khaddweurandmanyotherhamlets.”
Rajesh Kumar, who lives in
Khaddewur,pointstoadryhand
pump in front of his house to
highlighttheplightoftheregion.
The local people say over 120 villages in the block are facing an
acute water crisis since the first
week of March. “We want a permanentsolutiontothiswatercrisis,whichtroublesuseverysummer. In many villages, people
have to ride a cycle rickshaw for
about 1.5 km to get drinking
water,” another villager, BalwinderKumar,says.Nothinghas
changedinthelastthreedecades,
the villagers claim.
PrashantKumar,whoishome
on vacation from NIT Sikkim
whereheisdoinghisBTech,says
hehasbeenseeingthiswatercri-

sis since his childhood days. The
cattle also feel the heat, so much
so that their owners give them
waterbeforetakingthemoutinto
the fields.
Ghorawal block development
officer, Niranjan Mishra, concedes there is a water crisis in
over 70 villages. “Over 200 tankers ensure there is water supply
to the affected villages daily,” he
says,addinghepersonallymonitors the water supply in Ghorawal area.
Chief development officer,
Ajay Kumar Dwivedi, who is the
officiating district magistrate,
says, “We [the district administration]havetakenmanystepsto
addressthewatercrisisinthedistrict. Around 600 tankers supply
water to villages across the district.Weensurethatwaterissupplied to every village that faces a
crisis.”
The district administration is
workingonaplantoharvestrainwater and has set a target to dig
5,000 ponds, says Dwivedi. Digging of 1,600 ponds began on
WorldEnvironmentDayonJune
5 and these are expected to be
ready by the first week of July.
Therestwillbedugupinthenext
three months. Work is also
underway to construct underground water tanks at various
locations, he adds.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

New Vision
New Horizon
Jammu & Kashmir Government has taken pioneering
initiatives since 20th June 2018 to accelerate growth, initiate
reforms and promote equitable development

Shri Satya Pal Malik
Hon’ble Governor

To unveil compendium of
landmark initiatives taken towards:
Empowering People
Building Infrastructure
Reforming Governance
Nurturing Entrepreneurship
Widening Social Inclusion

Accelerating Development
Strengthening Institutions
Promoting Growth
Generating Employment
Extending Welfare Net

SKICC, Srinagar
June 12, 2019
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shortstories
J’KHAND HUNGER
DEATHS: NOTICE
TO LATEHAR DC
LATEHAR: The Jharkhand government has issued a show cause
notice to Latehar deputy commissioner Rajiv Kumar over a 65-yearold man’s alleged starvation
death. In the notice, food and civil
supplies department secretary
Amitabh Kaushal has asked Kumar
and three other officials working
under him to explain why they
had not implemented the National Food Security Act in the
district. Ramcharan Munda is
suspected to have died of hunger
on June 5 in Latehar’s Lurgumi
Kala village after his family was
allegedly denied ration for three
months. Officials initially said
heat stroke had killed Munda.

Services in govt hospitals
affected as doc thrashed
KOLKATA: OPD services at
state-run hospitals in West
Bengal were affected on Tuesday
when junior doctors protested
against attack on one of their
colleagues at Kolkata’s Nil Ratan
Sarkar Medical College and
Hospital (NRS) by relatives of a
patient who died on Monday
night. The outpatients’ units
departments at all state-run
hospitals in Kolkata and most of
the major hospitals in Bengal
were shut.

Toddler’s death: 12 booked
for social media posts in UP
AGRA: Police booked a dozen
people for allegedly posting
inflammatory content, and were
maintaining tight security in
Tappal town of Aligarh on Tuesday to prevent any flare-up in the
aftermath of the brutal murder of
a three-year-old girl, even as
Internet services were restored
late in evening in Khair tehsil. The
deceased girl’s father appeared
satisfied by police action after
authorities apprised the family in
this regard. “Police authorities
assured us speedy trial in court
and thus we are satisfied by their
action,” said girl’s father Banwari
Lal on Tuesday.

Prasad should have been
LS MP 10 years back: Nitish
PATNA: In a gesture displaying
sublime camaraderie and bonhomie between NDA allies, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
the JD(U), Bihar chief minister
Nitish Kumar Tuesday ratified the
BJP’s decision to field central
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
from the Patna Sahib Lok Sabha
seat, when he said the latter
should have become an MP from
the Lok Sabha 10 years back.
Shatrughan Sinha, a former BJP
rebel, had represented the Patna
Sahib seat for the last 10 years.

hindustantimes

Union minister Gehlot
appointed RS leader
NEW ROLE Tikamgarh MP Virendra Kumar to be pro tem Speaker, will administer oath to MPs
HT Correspondent
n
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NEWDELHI: Social justice minister

Thawarchand Gehlot has been
appointed the leader of the house
in Rajya Sabha, an official privy
to the matter said.
He will replace Arun Jaitley,
the former finance minister who
opted out of the council of ministers due to health reasons.
Gehlot is a prominent Scheduled Caste leader of the BJP, and
the only SC leader to have a seat
in the party’s parliamentary
board, the highest decision-making body of the ruling party.
The 71-year-old leader from
Madhya Pradesh has an RSS
background and was chosen as
leader of the house in Rajya
Sabha as he was one of the seniormost leaders after possible contenders — BJP president Amit
Shah, Union minister Ravishankar Prasad and Smriti Irani,
got elected to the Lok Sabha and
relinquished their membership
of the Upper house.
Gehlot is a four-term Lok
Sabha MP and a second time
member of the Rajya Sabha.
Separately, a government
leader said Virendra Kumar, a

n

Parliament session begins from June 17.

seven-time parliamentarian
from Madhya Pradesh, will be the
Lok Sabha’s temporary Speaker
when the lower house meets later
this month for the first time.
As the Lok Sabha’s pro tem
speaker, the lawmaker from
Madhya Pradesh’s Tikamgarh
will administer oath to the newly
elected MPs and preside over the
sitting of the Lok Sabha, beginning June 17, to elect its speaker.
Kumar was also believed to be
in the race for the post of Speaker,
but his appointment as pro tem

n
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NEW DELHI: Passenger vehicle

sales in India declined by 20.55%
in May compared to the same
period last year, logging the
steepest fall in nearly 18 years as
the industry reeled from the
effects of a credit slowdown, regulation changes and a slump in
the economy.
According to data released by
the Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) on Tuesday, the slump in factory sales —
vehicles sold by manufacturers
to dealers — was recorded in all
categories except light commercial vehicles.
“These things happen only
because of an economic slowdown; the dip in sales began after
the Kerala flood last year and the
industry started swinging in the
negative direction after the highest-ever increase in fuel prices,”
said Vishnu Mathur, director
general of SIAM.
Barring the month of October,
2018 — a period when sales see an
uptick due to festivities — May
was the eleventh consecutive
month when sales of vehicles
declined.
Passenger vehicle sales in
May were recorded at 239,347
units, compared to 301,238 units
in May, 2018. Such a drop was
last seen in September 2001 when
sales had dropped by 21.91%.
To be sure, election years
have been accompanied with a
cutback in discretionary spending such as buying cars.
But Mathur added that this
year’s decline was “unprecedented” even for an election season.
Dealers have been saddled
with unsold stocks, while some

Rezaul H Laskar
n
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NEW DELHI: French President

Emmanuel Macron referred to
India’s key role in promoting globalisation and protecting the
environment while inviting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the special outreach session of
the G7 Summit in Biarritz in
August, people familiar with
developments said.
The Group of 7 (G7) – which
includes Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK and
the US – usually engages key
leaders from the world community through its outreach sessions during summits for frank
discussions on a pressing challenge facing the globe.

›

India forms part of our
main partners...
only a joint and inclusive
effort... will help promote a
globalisation that
benefits all while
protecting our planet
EMMANUEL MACRON, French
President

“I would be particularly honoured to be able to count on your
presence. India forms part of our
main partners, sharing our democratic values, united in the idea
that only a joint and inclusive
effort between our peoples will

THE DROP
-26.0% Passengers
cars
passenger
-20.6% All
vehicles

-10.0%
-6.7%

Commercial
vehicles
Two
wheelers

(For May, compared to last year)

others have been unable to pick
up inventory due to banks and
lenders cutting back on credit.
The credit problem has been a
consequence of the crisis in the
non-banking financial company
(NBFC) sector – which has
squeezed liquidity and made
banks reluctant to offer loans.
According to experts, this has
also affected prospective buyers.
“There are various parameters for the downturn. Has the
income of people gone down? No.
Has the appetite of people in buying cars gone down? Probably
yes, especially with the NBFC
crisis happening. The availability of loans that people had has
slightly gone down. Much of the
downturn in sales hence will be
in entry level vehicles till the
range of up to ₹7 lakh, with a 30%
dip or so, as compared to luxury
vehicles,” said Kushal Singh,
partner, Deloitte India.
India’s gross domestic product grew at 5.8% in the JanuaryMarch 2019 quarter, dragging
down the full year growth to a
five-year low of 6.8%. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in
its latest round of Consumer
Confidence Survey reported last
week said the net share of
respondents who think they will
spend more, either now or a year
from now, on non-essential
items has fallen to an all-time

low since September 2015, the
earliest period for which this
data is available.
“The growth that we saw for
the last two-three years was
majorly on the basis of demand
from rural areas. The distress in
farmers’ income and the agriculture sector for the past two years
has started showing effects on
the growth for the past eight
months or so,” said Vinkesh
Gulati, vice president, Federation of Automobile Dealers Association (FADA).
Other factors have also contributed, such as a shift to the
new BS-VI emissions norms
from April 2020, which has
meant that manufacturers have
held back launching any major
upgrade to their products.
A new rule for insurance that
effectively increases the final
price of a vehicle has also been
blamed. “The Supreme Court’s
judgment mandating upfront
three years’ insurance for cars
and five years’ insurance for two
wheelers led to a 7-8% rise in twowheeler prices,” said SIAM’s
Mathur, who also blamed the
NBFC crisis for the problems.
“Due to an inventory pile-up,
production has been cut down
over the last few months because
the industry wants to correct the
inventory which takes time,” he
added.
Contract workers have
become the first victims of the
slowdown since the industry
employs nearly half of the labour
through contracts. “Everyone is
shutting down factories including auto companies like Maruti
and Mahindra.
This directly impacts contractual workers,” said Mathur, adding that the government must
now step in.

Eye on Africa ties, junior foreign
minister begins Nigeria visit
NEW DELHI: Minister of state for

external affairs V Muraleedharan on Tuesday embarked on a
three-day visit to Nigeria, reflecting the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government’s continued commitment to boosting
ties with African countries.
This is Muraleedharan’s first
visit abroad since assuming office
and he will attend “Democracy

speaker could mean that he is out
of the race. The election to the
post of Speaker will take place on
June 19, and a pro tem speaker is
normally not elected to the post.
The interim speaker is
appointed by Rashtrapati Bhavan on the basis of his or her experience in parliament to administer oath to new MPs. Kumar, who
has won every election since 1996,
is the third most-senior parliamentarian in the Lok Sabha.
Santosh Kumar Gangwar is
the senior-most. But he cannot

SONU MEHTA/HT FILE

play this role because he is a
Union minister.
Maneka Gandhi, the former
women and child development
minister, was widely expected to
be named for the post by virtue of
her seniority in the Lok Sabha
after she did not find a place in
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
new team. She was elected from
Sultanpur in Uttar Pradesh in the
national elections, her eighth
term as a Lok Sabha member. She
first entered the Lok Sabha in
1989.

In G7 invite to PM, France lauds India role

Auto slump continues, May
sales see biggest dip in 18 yrs
Anisha Dutta
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Day” celebrations in Abuja and
interact with the Nigerian leadership on June 12, the external
affairs ministry said.
He is expected to meet leaders
from other African nations who
will attend the event. Muraleedharan will also visit Lagos on
June 13 and interact with members of the Indian community in
both cities. “This visit is reflect-

ive of the close and substantive
ties between India and Nigeria,”
the ministry said.
During its first term, the NDA
government stepped up the outreach to Africa to consolidate
India’s long-standing ties with
the continent and to counter
China’s growing influence, officials familiar with developments
said.
HTC

UK court hears Nirav Modi
bail plea, order likely today
Prasun Sonwalkar
n
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LONDON: The ruling on fugitive
diamantaire Nirav Modi’s fourth
bail plea will be delivered by the
high court on Wednesday, after
his lawyer on Tuesday described
his experience in Wandsworth
jail as “extreme” and assured the
court he would obey strict conditions and not flee, if granted bail.
Claire Montgomery, Modi’s
lawyer, told judge Ingrid Simler
that he considered the UK as a
safe haven, which was a strong
disincentive to do anything to
breach the possible bail condition
of prohibiting travel outside the
UK.
Crown prosecution service
lawyer Nick Hearn representing
India reiterated that the grounds
on which the Westminster Magistrates Court had refused him bail
thrice remained, and told the
court there are “powerful” reasons to believe he will interfere

MODI’S LAWYER TOLD
JUDGE HE CONSIDERED
THE UK AS A SAFE
HAVEN, WHICH WAS A
STRONG DISINCENTIVE
TO DO ANYTHING TO
BREACH THE POSSIBLE
BAIL CONDITION
with witnesses. India has
requested Modi’s extradition to
face charges of financial fraud.
Setting out various assurances
and grounds for bail, Montgomery told the court: “He is not only
determined to stay here, but has
strong reasons. Nowhere else he
would get the panoply of rights
that he would get here. He
couldn’t afford to go anywhere
else”. “Modi is not Julian
Assange. He is not going to find
refuge in the Ecuadorean
embassy. He is an ordinary

RAJIV GANDHI MURDER CONVICT

Indian jeweler,” she said.
There were indications in
court exchanges that Modi’s stay
in the overcrowded Wandsworth
jail in west London since his
arrest on March 19 may have had
an impact on his mental health.
Medical reports were submitted
but not read out in court.
Montgomery described his jail
experience thus: “The conditions
are not only extreme, they are
personally difficult. The experience has marked him deeply. It
ensures no prospect of risking
any breach of bail conditions, he
is willing to endure 24-hour surveillance”.
Hearn said the scale of “sophisticated fraud” allegedly perpetrated by Modi and his associates
on the Punjab National Bank, and
told the judge to proceed from the
fact that two agencies of the
Indian state – CBI and the
Enforcement Directorate – had
brought charges against him that
had gone through Indian courts.

Two fresh CBI FIRs

Nalini can argue her
against Jatin Mehta
plea in person, says HC over loan frauds
MC Rajan
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: Nalini Sriharan, a life

convict in the former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case, has the right to argue her
plea in person for seeking parole
to attend her daughter’s wedding
in London, the Madras high court
said on Tuesday and rejected the
contention of the Tamil Nadu
government that producing her
in the court involved security
risks.
“What issues are there in producing her in the court? Why
can’t you provide adequate security while producing her in person?” a bench of justices MM Sundresh and M Nirmal Kumar
asked the government.
“The plea for arguing one’s
case in person could not be turned
down. If needed, special security
arrangements should be made,”
the bench observed, rejecting the
objections of the government citing security concerns.
Former PM Rajiv Gandhi was
assassinated by a Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)

LODGED IN THE VELLORE
SPECIAL PRISON FOR
WOMEN FOR THE PAST 27
YEARS, NALINI HAS
APPROACHED THE HIGH
COURT SEEKING SIX
MONTH’S PAROLE

Press Trust of India
n
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NEW DELHI: The Central Bureau

of Investigation booked
absconding diamantaire Jatin
Mehta in two fresh cases pertaining to an alleged loan fraud
of over ₹587.55 crore on complaints from Bank of Maharashtra and Union Bank of India,
officials said.
On the basis of complaints
from both the banks, the CBI has
registered two separate FIRs
against him and his company,
Winsome Diamonds and Jewellery. The agency has booked the
company, its original promoter
Mehta, whole time directors
Ramesh I Parikh and Ravichandran Ramasamy, independent
director Harish Ratilal Mehta
and Jordanian national
Hathyam Salman Ali Abu Obeidah on the basis of the complaint
from Bank of Maharashtra.
Both banks were part of a
14-bank consortium that had
extended credit facilities worth
over ₹4,600 crore to Winsome
Diamonds, the officials said.

help promote a globalisation that
benefits all while protecting our
planet,” Macron said in his invitation to Modi.
The invitation, conveyed on
Monday by visiting French minister of state for foreign affairs
Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, was
accepted by Modi. The outreach
session will be a key part of the
summit to be held in Biarritz
during August 24-26.
The external affairs ministry
has said the invitation was a
“reflection of the personal chemistry” between Modi and Macron
and a “recognition of India as a
major economic power”.
In recent years, India and
France have worked closely on
counter-terrorism and climate
change. France played a key role

in recent efforts to designate
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar as a
global terrorist at the UN 1267
Sanctions Committee.
In 2015, Modi and then French
president Francois Hollande had
jointly launched the International Solar Alliance, a platform
for sun-rich developing countries that want to ramp up the
use of solar energy, at the UN Climate Change Conference in
Paris.
The upcoming G7 Summit’s
focus on counter-terrorism and
security also dovetails with
India’s concerns. The meeting is
expected to focus on the challenges of combating the use of the
internet for terrorism and radicalisation.

Life in jail, ₹5cr
fine for offender

K’taka SIT to probe investment scandal
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AHMEDABAD/MUMBAI: A National

Investigation Agency (NIA) court
on Tuesday awarded life imprisonment to a Mumbai-based businessman and imposed a fine of ₹5
crore on him for causing a hijack
scare that forced a Jet Airways
flight to execute an emergency
landing at the Ahmedabad airport in October 2017.
The court of special NIA judge
KM Datve said the fine amount
submitted by the convict, Birju
Kishor Salla, will be distributed
among the crew members and
passengers on board the plane on
which the note was found. The
note also threatened that there
were explosives on the plane.
“Each pilot will get compensation of ₹1 lakh, each airhostess
will get ₹50,000 and each passenger will be paid ₹25,000 for misery
undergone by them,” a statement
by the NIA said. The Jet Airways
flight was on its way from Mumbai to Delhi when a flight attendant found a note that threatened
to hijack the plane, leading to an
emergency landing. Salla, in his
30s, was detained on the same day
for questioning by the Ahmedabad crime branch and was later
charged under the Anti-Hijacking Act, 2016. He planted the note
written in English and Urdu in
the tissue paper box of the aircraft’s toilet on October 30, 2017.
Salla had said during questioning that he made the threat in the
hope that it would force Jet Airways to close its Delhi operation
and his girlfriend.
On Tuesday, NIA said: “During the investigation, clinching
evidence regarding preparation
of the threat note and its placement on the plane was collected.
It was further established that
accused Birju Kishor Salla intentionally committed the act to disrupt the operation of aircraft
while on board.” “He also jeopardised the safety of passengers and
crew members on board by an
intentional act of putting printed
threat letter inside the toilet of
said aircraft,” it added. After the
incident, Salla became the first
person to be added to “national
no-fly list” and was also first to be
booked under stringent Anti-Hijacking Act, which replaced a
1982 law. In January last year, the
NIA filed a charge sheet against
him under sections 3(1), 3(2)(a)
and 4(b) of new act over the note
that read “there are hijackers on
board and explosives on plane”.
(With inputs from PTI)

BENGALURU: The Karnataka government on Tuesday ordered the
constitution of a special investigation team (SIT) to probe an
alleged fraud involving IMA Jewels, an Islamic investment firm.
The move comes a day after an
audio clip purportedly recording
a suicide note by IMA founder
Mohammed Mansoor Khan surfaced on social media platforms,
sparking panic among investors
In the clip addressed to the

Bengaluru police commissioner,
Khan purportedly announced
that his firm had suffered a financial setback. He also alleged that
a Congress legislator had refused
to repay₹400 crore he had borrowed from Khan. Khan has been
untraceable since then, said a
police official.
Launched in 2006, IMA is
believed to have collected over
₹2,000 crore in investments from
the public. The group had diversified into the jewellery, real estate,
pharmaceuticals, among others.
As the protesters hit the streets

suicide bomber during an election rally at Sriperumpudur near
Chennai on May 21, 1991. The
LTTE, a militant group, had
fought for an independent Tamil
state in Sri Lanka until it was militarily defeated in 2009.
Besides Nalini, her husband
Murugan, Santhan, Perarivalan,
Jayakumar, Ravichandran and
Robert Payas were convicted for
life in the case.
Lodged in the Vellore Special
Prison for Women for the past 27
years, Nalini has approached the
high court seeking six month’s
parole for her daughter Haritha’s
marriage in London. In her petition, she had submitted that her
death sentence was commuted to
life in the year 2000.

on Tuesday and the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
demanded an inquiry into the
matter, CM HD Kumaraswamy
announced that he had informed
the police to form an SIT to look
into the matter.
“Considering the seriousness
of the #IMAJewels fraud, the
inquiry has been handed over to
a special investigation team and
instructions regarding this have
been given to the DGP,” Kumaraswamy tweeted.
Even as these developments
occurred, a second audio clip sur-

faced, in which Khan purportedly
assured investors that he would
repay them soon and assured
them that he had not committed
suicide or fled the country, but
was living in Bengaluru.
“I am alive and there is a huge
conspiracy that I have committed
suicide and my family has fled. I
am in Bengaluru and I have not
fled. The money I have taken
from people will be returned,” a
person says in the clip.
A senior police officer said the
authenticity of the both the clips
are yet to be ascertained.

UP stresses tourism boom, gives Canadian cricketer
approval to microbreweries plan among four held
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh cabi-

net on Tuesday gave the go-ahead
for setting up of microbreweries
in hotels, resorts, restaurants
and clubs for serving draught
beer in the state.
“The decision for allowing
microbreweries in hotels and restaurants would make draught
beer available and increase avenues of employment and revenue,’’ energy minister Shrikant
Sharma said after chief minister
Yogi Adityanath chaired a cabi-

net meeting. He said the government gave the go-ahead considering an increase in the arrival of
domestic and international tourists in the state.
He said states like Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Haryana,
Delhi, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, too, allow microbreweries.
The cabinet approved an
amendment to Uttar Pradesh
Breweries Rules, 1961, to incorporate provisions for the setting up
of micro-breweries.
The capacity of a micro-brewery will not be more than 600

litres per day or 2.1 lakh litres per
year.
The state cabinet approved an
application fee of ₹50,000 and
license fee of ₹2 lakh for setting up
of a micro-brewery. A security
deposit of ₹1 lakh will also be
required for getting licences,
which will be valid from April 1 to
March 31.
Under the provisions of Uttar
Pradesh Breweries (Sixth
Amendment) Rules 2019, hotels,
resorts, restaurants and commercial clubs holding licences for
bars can apply for permission for
setting up micro-breweries.

ARTIST’S RECORD

Khakhar’s Two Men in Benares
fetches over ₹22 crore at Sotheby’s
Agencies and HTC
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian painter
Bhupen Khakhar set a new
auction record when his
landmark work, Two Men in
Benares, went under the
hammer for ₹22.39 at a
Sotheby’s auction in London
-- far exceeding its upper estimate value.
Khakhar, who was gay,
first unveiled Two Men in
Benares in Mumbai in 1986.
“Widely considered among
the artist’s best works, the
painting later starred in Tate
Modern’s 2016 - “You Can’t
Please All” exhibition of Khakhar’s work, the first retro-

spective of an Indian artist to
be held at the [London] institution,” Sotheby’s said in a
statement.
The auction was of works
that were part of the collection “Coups de Coeur: The
Guy and Helen Barbier Family Collection”, offering 29
artworks from one of the finest collections of 20th century
Indian art in private hands.
Overall, the auction
house’s sale totalled £7.4million, comfortably exceeding
the pre-sale estimate of
£4.1-5.8 million.
The painting shows two
men in embrace.
It “is the most explicit of
what the artist himself called

his ‘efforts to come-out in
open’, and to create a new iconography of homosexual
love”, Sotheby’s said on its
website.
“This single work by Bhupen Khakhar accounted for
nearly 50% of the auction’s
total turnover,” according to
Artery India, an Indian art
market consultancy.
The bid fetched by Two
Men in Benares was about 2.5
times more than Khakhar’s
previous most-expensive
work De-Lux Tailors, an oil
on canvas sold by Sotheby’s
in 2017, which achieved a
price of ₹9.4 crore, according
to Artery India.
Khakhar died in 2003.

for smuggling gold

HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Four people, including

a 22-year-old Canadian cricketer,
were arrested from New Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International Airport for allegedly trying to smuggle 5.2 kilos of gold worth R 1.7
crore on Saturday. Officers said
that the arrested suspects were
members of a family that owns a
jewellery shop in Ludhiana, Punjab and had landed at the Delhi
airport from Bangkok. The cricketer’s father admitted to having
smuggled in similar quantity of
gold earlier, customs officials
said.
Officials said the cricketer,
Mamik Luthra, an all rounder,
had played the U-19 World Cup
for Canada held in Bangladesh in
2016. While Luthra holds a Canadian citizenship, his parents and
aunt hold Indian passports and
are citizens of India, officials said.
According to customs officers,
the four passengers — the cricketer, his parents and his mother’s
sister — landed at Delhi airport
from Bangkok and were intercepted after they had crossed the
green channel at Terminal three
during the early hours of Saturday. “We approached the four
passengers, following a tip off.
They were asked to cooperate for
a detailed baggage check. When
their baggage was put under
X-Ray scanner, something suspicious was spotted. On checking
manually, we found five gold bars
weighing one kg each and a cut
piece of 218 grams of gold,” said a
customs officer. The officer said
the recovered gold is worth ₹1.71
crore.
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htclassifieds
EMPLOYMENT
TEACHERS REQUIRED for Akal
Academy Dakra Sahib, Near Raipur
Rani, Akal Academy Holi, Near M.M
University Mullana, Barara, Akal
Academy Manoli Surat, Distt. Mohali
for Kindergarten, English, Social
Science, Maths, Science, Sports (PTI)
and Fluency in English must.
Eligibility: Graduation/ Post
Graduation in required stream.
Transport facility available. B.Ed is
compulsory. Salary: 15,000 to
20,000. Walk in interview: Test:
Sharp 10:30 am only: Gurudwara
Saheed Baba Deep Singh Ji, Ichaa
Poorak Dham, Near Village
Devinagar, G.T. Road, Ambala City
(98720-18459) on 15.06.2019.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, JASVIR Kaur W/o Baljinder Singh
Sandhi R/o Vill. New Abadi
Akalgarh, PO Halwara AD, Tehsil
Raikot, Distt. Ludhiana, have
changed my name to Jasvir Kaur
Sandhi.

COURT NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE IS hereby given that the
following F-forms issued by M/s
Reckitt Benckiser (I) Pvt. Ltd. to its
warehouse at Ambala location, had
been misplaced on 02/04/2019 and
are not traceable. The total value of
these F-Forms is Rs. 25,11,92,099/The authorized CFA at Ambala
location had lodged police
complaint regarding this issue on
same day. If anybody found these
F-Forms then please inform to
Reckitt Benckiser (I) Pvt. Ltd. C/o
CFA M/s Dynamic Trade Solutions
Pvt. Ltd., SCO-808, NAC, Manimajra
(Chandigarh)- 160101. Misplaced
F-Form No: 2717996, 2717986,
2717979, 2717943, 2717949,
2717956, 883222, 883309, 883240,
883299, 883213, 883205

I, SUNEETA Keshari spouse of
Laxmi Chandra Keshari R/o #36-B,
Sector-31-A, Chandigarh have
Changed my name from Suneeta
Keshari to Sunita Keshari vide
affidavit no.IN- CH18058201247178R
dated 03.06.2019 before
Chandigarh Court.

COURT NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
I SURESH Chand 40 S/o Rai Singh
Village and P.O. Nanawan Tehsil
Ghumarwin Distt. Bilaspur H.P.
Declared that Pramila Devi is my
wife and her actual DOB 21-03-1985.
Which is wrongly Entered
20.03.1985 in my Indian Army
Record. All Concerned note.

I, MANPREET Kaur D/o Late
Hardeep Singh R/o 504, Phase-10,
Sector-64, Mohali, declare that in
my some documents my father's
name is mentioned as Hardip Singh.
Hardeep Singh and Hardip Singh
both are my father's name.

I 6496620K Sep/ASH Jitendra
kumar Saroj of 603 ASC BN (AM),
C/o 56 APO declare that my wife
name change from Sushma Devi to
Sushma Saroj. correct name of my is
Sushma Saroj and should be
amended in my service record vide
affidavit dated 10.6.19 before
Notary.

I, SHRAVAN Kumar S/o Laxmi
Chandra Keshari R/o #36-B,
Sector-31-A, Chandigarh have
Changed my name from Shravan
Kumar to Shrawan Kumar
Keshari vide affidavit no. INCH18058144617396R dated
03.06.2019 before Chandigarh
Court.

COURT NOTICES

11

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, NO. 13755776A, Ex. HAV.
Lakhwinder Singh S/o Baldev Singh
R/o Ward No.11, Near Tota Giri
Mandir, Patti, Distt. Tarntaran, State
Punjab Declare That in My Army
Record The Name of My Son is
Mentioned as Karandeep Singh
Whereas His Correct Name is Kulbir
Singh.

I, KRISHAN Kumar S/o Laxmi
Chandra Keshari R/o #36-B, Sector31-A, Chandigarh have Changed my
name from Krishan Kumar to
Krishna Kumar Keshari vide affidavit
no. IN-CH18058061470658R dated
03.06.2019 before Chandigarh
Court.

I NO 15338606 Y Spr. Harinder Singh
Unit 413(I) Engr Spn, C/o 56 APO
declare that my mother name
change from Karanjit Kaur to
Karamjit Kaur. correct name of my
Mother is Karamjit Kaur and should
be amended in my service record
vide affidavit dated 6.6.19.

I, LOVELY W/o Sarbjit Singh R/o #
857 Block No. 4 Near Sidhu Hospital
Doraha Teh-Payal (Ludhiana)
changed my name to Lakhwinder
Kaur.

COURT NOTICES
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Farms key to ending poverty,
unemployment: Sitharaman
NEW DELHI: Addressing the agriculture sector’s concerns is the
government’s top priority as the
key to eradicate unemployment
and poverty lies in development
of agriculture and allied sectors,
including non-farm sector,
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Tuesday.
Start-ups could remove segmentation in the agriculture

market and help in providing
remunerative prices to farmers,
while supplying farm products
to final consumers at reasonable prices, she said while holding the first pre-budget consultation with various stakeholders including senior officials
from different government
departments and representatives of farmers’ organisations.

In her second pre-budget consultation with representatives
of industry, services and trade
bodies later in the day, she said
industry should be able to
accommodate more work force
in order to reap the benefit of
demographic dividend because
24% of the total work force in
India is in the industrial
HTC
sector.

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
Chandigarh Sports Council intends to appoint a prominent / elite
Hockey Coach to impart professional training to selected talented
boys under Khelo India Scheme of Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports
(MYAS) / Sports Authority of India (SAI), Govt. of India (GOI) at
accredited Chandigarh Hockey Academy (For Boys), Sports
complex, Sector – 42, Chandigarh under the management & control
of Chandigarh Sports Council. The interested candidates who fulfill
the following eligibility conditions may report for Walk-in-Interview in
the O/o The Secretary, Chandigarh Sports Council, Sports Complex,
Sector – 42, Chandigarh on 19.06.2019 at 10.00 AM sharp along
with original certificates of qualifications / experience:1. Qualification :
2. Experience

:

3. Salary

:

4. Tenure

:

Graduate + NIS Diploma in coaching
Hockey or Ex-Hockey Olympian
Must have Coached National Hockey
Squad or having Coaching experience
in the International setting.
Attractive and commensurate with
guidelines and norms of Khelo India
Scheme as the post is fully funded by
MYAS / SAI, GOI.
The post is contractual and initially
for 1 year but likely to be continued
from time to time as per norms of
Khelo India Scheme, MYAS/SAI, GOI.

Sd/- Secretary,
Chandigarh Sports Council

Bengal political violence
claims three more lives
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/MIDNAPORE: BJP leader

Mukul Roy on Tuesday squarely
blamed West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee for the
clashes in North 24 Parganas’
Sandeshkhali on Saturday that
left three people dead and shot
off a letter to Union home minister Amit Shah requesting him to
take immediate action to safeguard the life of people of West
Bengal as complete “anarchy
and chaos” prevailed due to violence in the state.
Roy hit out at Banerjee after
visiting the families of the two
slain party workers in Basirhat.
“An FIR has to be registered
against Mamata Banerjee since
she has been instigating violence
in the state. Actually, there were
no clashes here,” he said.
He also demanded an investigation into the violence by antiterror probe agency NIA.
Roy alleged that Pradip Mondal and Sukanta Mondal as well
as Debdas Mondal, who has been
missing since Saturday, were
dragged out of their houses,
taken to nearby pisciculture
farms and brutally killed.
“Sheikh Shahjahan (TMC president of Sandeshkhali block I) led
the attack,” he claimed. Reacting
to Roy’s suggestion on an FIR
against Banerjee, TMC minister
Jyoti Priya Mallick said, “In
their hurry to grab power,
BJP leaders are saying whatever
is coming to their mind.

GREATER LUDHIANA AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
GLADA Complex, Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana
TENDER NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
On line Tenders on percentage rate basis (above or below or at par the DNIT Amount) for the below mentioned work are
invited from the Authorized dealers/distributors/companies of approved makes of LED Street Lights as per DNIT
Name of the work

Estimated Cost

Earnest Money

n

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee reinstalls a bust of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar at Vidyasagar College that replaces the one
that was vandalised on May 14, in Kolkata on Tuesday. SAMIR JANA/HT

Mamata reinstalls
Vidyasagar’s bust
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: West Bengal chief min-

ister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday vowed to continue protecting
Muslims even if it meant she
would lose elections as she
unveiled 19th-century social
reformer Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar’s statue around a
month after it was desecrated in
Kolkata.
Banerjee’s alleged Muslim
appeasement was the main
theme of Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)’s national election campaign in West Bengal as it
increased the tally of its Lok
Sabha seats in the state from two
in 2014 to 18 seats in 2019. West
Bengal has 42 seats in Lok Sabha.
“They often accuse me of Muslim appeasement. But what will I
do? Will I drive away Muslims

from Bengal? I will never do that.
I will continue protecting them,
irrespective of whether I stay in
power or not. I have struggled
throughout my life. I do not care
for power. I can leave it any time,”
Banerjee said after unveiling the
statue.
Vidyasagar’s statue was
destroyed after a college named
after him was ransacked on May
14 in the violence that followed
BJP chief Amit Shah’s roadshow
in Kolkata. Both the BJP and
Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leaders blamed each other
for vandalising the statue.
Banerjee again lashed out at
the BJP for allegedly vandalising
the statue.
Banerjee announced her government will construct four
bronze statues of Vidyasagar. She
said the BJP is trying to convert
Bengal into Gujarat.

Rs. 25,200/Supply and erection of 90 watt LED Outdoor Street lights at 100’ wide road, Sector-39-A, Rs. 12.60 Lacs
Samrala Road, Ludhiana and Phase II & III Bye Pass, Dugri, Ludhiana.
(To be Paid online)
Tender Processing Fee: As per website (To be Paid online)
Period of Completion: 3 Months

Online Availability of Tender for
bidding
From
To
12-06-2019
24.06.2019
12:30 P.M
1:00 P.M.
1.
2.

Last date and time
for submission of
online bids
24.06.2019
12:30 P.M.

Date & Time of opening of Technical bids
in O/o Superintending Engineer, GLADA,
Ludhiana
24.06.2019
2:00 P.M.

Financial Bid

Shall be
announced later

For detailed terms and conditions of the notice inviting bids refer to our website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in.
For any clarification/difficulty regarding e-tendering process contact on 0172-2791226, 2791326
Divisional Engineer (E),
C-5718

SHORT TENDER NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Online tenders on percentage rate basis (above or below or at par the DNIT Amount) are invited for the below
mentioned work from the eligible Contractors enlisted with PUDA/ JDA/ GMADA/ GLADA/ PDA/ BDA/ ADA and other
Central/ State Departments and PSUs of the appropriate class and category (For E.I. Work) through e-tender
Name of the Works
Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Special Repair of Street Lights at Urban Estate, Sultanpur Lodhi,
Rs. 11.43 Lacs
Rs. 23,000
Distt. Kapurthala
Tender Processing Fee: As Applicable
Period of Completion: 90 Days
Last date and Time for
Online Availability of Tender for Bidding
Date & Time of opening Technical Bids in O/o
Divisional Engineer (E), JDA Jalandhar
Submission of Online Bids
From
To
12.06.2019 2:00 P.M. 28.06.2019 2:00 P.M.
28.06.2019 2:00 P.M.
01.07.2019 3:00 P.M

1.
2.

The DNIT and the relevant documents can be seen/ downloaded from the website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in or can
be obtained from the office of the undersigned.
For Any Clarification/ difficulty regarding e-tendering process contact on 0172-2791226, 2791326, 98722-27027,
98888-80311
Divisional Engineer (E)
JALANDHAR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
SCO
NO.
41,
PUDA
COMPLEX,
LADOWALI
ROAD,
JALANDHAR
C-5703

HARYANA GOVERNMENT
TENDER NOTICE
SR.
NAME OF
No.
BOARD/CORP./AUTH
1 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
KALANWALI
2 MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
BHIWANI
3 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
NANGAL CHOUDHARY

CONST OF IPB TILE ROAD JANTTA PATWARI WALI GALI WARD
NO 1 + 32 OTHER WORKS
REPAIRING/CONST OF ROAD FROM H/NO.2561 TO 3093 &
H/NO. 3093 TO 2372 IN SECTOR 13 + 3 WORKS
CONSTRUCTION OF FIRE STATION IN NANGAL CHOUDHARY
ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

OPENING DATE CLOSING
DATE (TIME)
CLOSING
18.06.2019
CLOSING
18.06.2019
CLOSING
21.06.2019

TENDER FOR THE AWARD OF CONTRACT OF LIFTING/DISPOSAL
OF ALL TYPE OF DEAD ANIMALS FROM M.C, ROHTAK AREA
CONST OF ROAD FROM PATAUDI ROAD TO JHAJJAR ROAD,
WARD NO 01,02,12,13,FARRUKHNAGAR

07.06.2019
13.06.2019
CLOSING
20.06.2019

6 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION ANNUAL OPERATION & MAINTENANCE OF STORM WATER
DRAIN INCLUDING CLEANING AND REPAIR OF 12 MONTHS IN
GURUGRAM
WARD NO-33,34 & 35, ZONE-III
7 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
COMPLETION AND OTHERS MISC WORK IN SHAMSHAN GHATT
ASSANDH
IN WARD NO.4 ASSANDH + 8 OTHER WORKS
8 MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
DOOR TO DOOR GARBAGE COLLECTION FOR ALL 31 WARDS IN
REWARI
MC REWARI
9 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD ALONG WITH NALA FROM HANUMAN
YAMUNA NAGARGATE TO SHANTI COLONY UPTO CHHACHRAULI ROAD + 6
JAGADHRI
OTHER WORKS
10 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CONSTRUCTION OF STREET AND DRAIN IN WARD NO.15
YAMUNA NAGARYAMUNANAGAR RAILWAY ROAD TO JINDAL PARK TO 29
JAGADHRI
OTHER WORKS
11 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
CONST. OF ROAD & DRAIN FROM RAMESHWAR NARULA TO
BALWANT NARULA, MAHESH GUJJAR TO KALU CONDUCTOR
BAWAL
AND KALU KOHLI TO GUJJRAN CHOPAL IN WARD NO.06 IN MC
BAWAL + 16 OTHER WORKS
12 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION COMPLETE SANITATION OF THE AREA INCLUDING DOOR TO
YAMUNA NAGARDOOR COLLECTION AND SEGREGATION AT SOURCE AS WELL
AS SECONDARY SEGREGATIONS AT DUMPING POINT + 2
JAGADHRI
OTHER WORKS
13 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION HIRING OF 2 RECOVERY VAN(CRANE) FOR PICKING UP/LIFTING
OF ILLEGAL PARKED VEHICLES FROM ROHTAK CORPORATION
ROHTAK
AREA
14 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CONSULTANCY FOR PREPARATION OF D.P.R FOR
COMREHNSIVE SURVEY/SEWERAGE SYSTEM AND ANY OTHER
PANCHKULA
SUITABLE PROVISIONS TO STOP MERGING OF WASTE WATER
INTO THE LIMIT OF PANCHKULA + 1 OTHER WORK
15 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CONSTRUCTION OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATION MAIN ENTRY
PANCHKULA
GATE FOR RAILWAY STATION PANCHKULA
16 HVPNL
MARSHALING KIOSK 300TB, STAINLESS STEEL

4 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
ROHTAK
5 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
FARRUKHNAGAR

17 HVPNL

18 HPGCL

19 HPGCL
20 UHBVN

21 KURUKSHETRA
DEVELOPMENT BOARD

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

11KV COMBINED CT/PT UNIT I) 11KV COMBINED CT/PT, CT
RATIO 1200-900/1-1 A II) 11KV COMBINED CT/PT,CT RATIO
1800-900/1-1 A
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE (O&M) OF AUTOMATED COAL
HANDLING PLANT II&III CONSISTING OF WAGON TIPPLERS
CONVEYOR BELTS,CRUSHERS, STACKER-CUM-RECLAIMER &
ASSOCIATED + 1 OTHER WORK
OUTSOURCING OF CLEANING SERVICES OF URJA BHAWAN,
PLOT NO-C7, SECTOR-6, PANCHKULA
PUBLISHING OF TENDER NOTICE IN THE PRESS FOR HIRING OF
01 NO. VEHICLE
SUPPLY,INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF
COMMERCIAL WATER COOLER 500 LTR. RO 250 LPH WITH
STRUCTURE, STAND, TAP WHICH EVER REQUIRED AT SITE
WITH ALL ACCESSORIES

NIL

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

EMD-3.85 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

10.06.2019
19.06.2019

60.63 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL
01696-222016
secymc.kalanwali@gmail.com
9810880504
me.mcbhiwani@gmail.com
9896961938
secy.mc.nangalchaudhary
@gmail.com
csimcrohtak
@gmail.com
9466303906
secymcfarrukhnagar
@gmail.com
ee8@mcg.gov.in

CLOSING
21.06.2019
08.06.2019
13.06.2019
12.06.2019
21.06.2019

125.80 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

9812139699

3.27 CRORE

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

7015483676

9.43 CRORE

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

9818656867
xen.mcynr@gmail.com

10.06.2019
18.06.2019

5.39 CRORE

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

9818656867
xen.mcynr@gmail.com

04.06.2019
12.06.2019

1.48 CRORE

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

9468356418
secy.mc.bawal@gmail.com

OPENING
20.06.2019

45 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

01732-228167

10.06.2019
25.06.2019

NIL

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

lomcrohtak@gmail.com

11.06.2019
20.06.2019

1 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

0172-2583695
mcpanchkula@gmail.com

10.06.2019
20.06.2019
06.06.2019
06.07.2019
06.06.2019
06.07.2019

21.13 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

2.15 LACS

www.hvpn.org.in

43000

www.hvpn.org.in

0172-2583695
mcpanchkula@gmail.com
0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in
0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in

31.05.2019
01.07.2019

49.15 LACS

www.hpgcl.org.in

CLOSING
20.06.2019
CLOSING
13.06.2019
10.06.2019
25.06.2019

AMOUNT / EMD
(APPROX.) INRUPEES
1.27 CRORE

WEBSITE OF THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH
http://etenders.hry.nic.in

174.79 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

9.60 LACS

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

0180-2566015
xenmtcplg1@gmail.com

NIL

http://etenders.hry.nic.in

8222024074

31250

www.uhbvn.com

NIT PUBLISHED ONLINE

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

01744-240098
xenopuhbvnshahabad
@gmail.com
01744259505
kdbkkr@gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
76791
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CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION
FOREST DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE
Tender Ref. No. FOR/19/4838/07.06.2019
Last Date for Receipt of e - tender
Date of submission of form for Registration as Contractor
Date of Opening of Bid
27.06.2019 upto 1000 hrs.
14.06.2019 upto 1700 hrs
27.06.2019 at 1100 hrs.
Department of Forests & Wildlife, Chandigarh Administration intends to invite through e-tendering item Rate for the execution of Forestry and
Soil & Moisture Conservation works as mentioned in the DNIT for following individual works:Sr. No.
E-tender Ref No.
Description of Area/ Work
Earnest Money (in Rs.)
FOR/19/4804/07.06.2019 Area No. 1-Upper & Lower Ghareri Beat
Rs. 2,25,174/1.
FOR/19/4807/07.06.2019 Area No. 2-Upper & Lower Nepli Beat
Rs. 5,86,453/2.
FOR/19/4810/07.06.2019 Area No. 3- Ambika, Piplanwali & Tootanwali Beat, Nathewala Block
Rs. 3,09,762/3.
FOR/19/4813/07.06.2019 Area NO. 4-Barotiwala North & South Beat
Rs. 3,08,960/4.
FOR/19/4816/07.06.2019 Area No. 5- Ka, Khuda All Sher and Kaimbwala Beat
Rs. 4,57,047/5.
FOR/19/4819/07.06.2019 Area No. 6- Lake Beat
Rs. 9,73,697/6.
FOR/19/4822/07.06.2019 Area No. 7- Botanical Garden
Rs. 5,66,758/7.
FOR/19/4825/07.06.2019 Area No. 8- Manimajra Beat
Rs. 5,12,349/8.
FOR/19/4828/07.06.2019 Area No. 9- Hallomajra Beat,City Bird Sanctuary & Paryanvaran Bhawan
Rs. 2,58,707/9.
FOR/19/4831/07.06.2019 Area No. 10-Wildlife Squad
Rs. 36,176/10.
FOR/19/4834/07.06.2019 Area No. 11- Patiala Ki Rao,Southern Sector.
Rs. 5,09,627/11.

Tender Notice.:-04

E-tender for the eligible contractors (should be Registered with Forests Department) are invited on the prescribed form, which is attached with
DNIT.
Detailed Tender document is available on Chandigarh Administration website http://etenders/chd.nic.in/nicgep for on line participation.
The tender documents can be downloaded by the bidders from the website http://etenders/chd.nic.in/nicgep. as per aforesaid schedule. The
same must be uploaded by the bidders on website http://etenders.chd.nic.in/nicgep as per said schedule. Undersigned reserves the right to reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason.
Sd/-, Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Chandigarh Administration

PUNJAB WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

HIMACHAL PRADESH
IRRIGATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

etender.punjabgovt.gov.in
Tender Notice No. 01

Date: 2019-20

On behalf of the Chief Executive Officer, Punjab W/S & Sewerage Board, Chandigarh, Executive Engineer, Punjab W/S &
Sewerage Division No. 2, Amritsar invites online Lump Sump basis tenders from the approved Contractor/ firms and eligible Cooperative L & C Societies who fulfill the eligible criteria as per DNIT for the work mentioned below:Sr.
Name of the Work
Bid Security/
Cost of
Period of
Estimated Cost
No.
Earnest Money
completion
Document/
(In lacs)
(Rs. in Lacs) Tender fee (Rs.)
17100/100/9 Months
Lump Sump
1 O&M of Sewerage Sch. Khem Karan (2019-20) w.e.f
01-07-2019 to 31-03-2020 (9 Months
2 O&M of Sewerage Sch. Ajnala town (2019-20) w.e.f
21500/100/9Months
Lump Sump
01-07-2019 to 31-03-2020 (9 Months)
3 O&M of Water Supply Sch. Ajnala town (2019-20) w.e.f
30000/100/9 Months
Lump Sump
01-07-2019 to 31-03-2020 (9 Months)
19000/100/9 Months
Lump Sump
4 O&M of Water Supply Sch. Ramdass town (2018-19)
w.e.f 01-06-2018 to 31-03-2019 (10 Months)
5 O&M of Water Supply Sch. Jandiala Guru town (201941400/100/9 Months
Lump Sump
20) w.e.f 01-07-2019 to 31-03-2020 (9 Months)
6 0&M of Water Supply Sch. Majitha town(2019-20) w.e.f
25000/100/9 Months
Lump Sump
01-07-2019 to 31-03-2020 (9 Months)
Important dates are as under :
1. Period of availability of tender online shall be
: Upto 24-06-2019 upto 1:00 PM
2. Last date and time for online submission of bids shall be
: 24-06-2019 upto 3:00 PM
3. Date and time for Opening of Technical bids shall be
: 25-06-2019 at 3:00 PM
For detailed terms and conditions refer to web site etender.punjabgovt.gov.in
Corrigendum, if any, will be issued on website only.

C-5726

Sd/Executive Engineer,
Pb W/S & Sew. Divn. No. 2, Amritsar

Dated:- 10.06.2019

Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, PWD B&R Br, Jalandhar Cantt
invites Online bids from eligible bidders enlisted with the Punjab PWD B&R
for the below noted works CONSTRUCTION OF FOOT PATH OF PARK,
PARTAP BAGH JALANDHAR, CONSTRUCTION OF CREMATION GROUND
SHED, RAM NAGAR, WARD NO.70 JALANDHAR, CONSTRUCTION OF
CEMENT CONCRETE ROAD, VALMIKI MOHALLA KISHANPURA WARD
NO.57 JALANDHAR, CONSTRUCTION OF CEMENT CONCRETE ROAD, KOT
KISHAN CHAND ANAPURANA MANDIR WALI GALI WARD NO.55
JALANDHAR AND CONSTRUCTION OF CEMENT CONCRETE PATH SHRI
SATGURU JAGJIT SINGH JI PARK NEAR DOMORIA PULL JALANDHAR,
(MP LAD SCHEME) For detailed terms and conditions of notice inviting bids,
refer to web site http://eproc.punjab.gov.in w.e.f:- 11.06.2019
Corrigendum, if any, will be issued on website only.
Sd/Executive Engineer,
Provincial Division PWD B& R, Jalandhar Cantt.
5178

Sealed item rate tender on form No. 6 & 8 are hereby invited for and on behalf of the Governor of HP by the Executive
Engineer, I&PH Division, Ghumarwin for the following works from the approved and eligible contractors enlisted in I&PH
Department so as to reach in this office on or before 21-6-2019 up to 3.00 PM and will be opened on the same day at 3.30
PM in the presence of intending contractors or their authorized representatives. The tender forms can be had from this office
against cash payment (non refundable) up to 4.00 PM on 20-06-2019. The rates in the tender form will be filled in words and
figures failing, which the tender will be rejected. The tender documents also uploaded on the departmental website and can be
down loaded at www.hpiph.org Which shall required to be issued from this office on dated 20.06.2019 up to 4.00PM.
The Earnest money in the shape of National Saving Certificate / Time Deposit Accounts / Saving account in any of the Post
office in Himachal Pradesh duly pledged in favour of the XEN must be accompanied with each tender. Conditional tenders and
the tenders received without earnest money will summarily be rejected. The tender may bring the latest income tax clearance
certificate and registration with HP sale tax department with latest clearance certificate and renewal of enlistment and GST Nos
and EPF Nos. The Executive Engineer reserves the right to reject any tender without assigning any reasons. The offer of the
tender will be kept open for 120 days.
Note: Other conditions are as per schedule of quantity.
Sr.
Name of work
Estimated
Earnest
Cost of
Time
No
allowed
cost
Money
form
6000
250
6 Months
1 Operation and maintenance of LWSS Kheri Tindi Jabli&WSS Jejwin 300000.00
Phase 1st in tehsil Jhandutta Distt.Bilaspur (Deployment of
manpower for operation of Scheme for Six Months)
3600
250
6 Months
2 Operation and Maintenance of LWSS Samleta Bhater in Tehsil 180000.00
Jhandutta Distt.Bilaspur(Deployment of manpower for operation and
Maintenance of Scheme for Six Months)
Executive Engineer,
I&PH Division, Ghumarwin
0395

CHANDIGARH STATE AIDS CONTROL SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL HOSTEL, MADHYA MARG, SEC.
15-A, CHANDIGARH - 160015
PHONE: (0172) 2544563, 2783300

E-mail: chandigarhsacs@gmail.com,
Website: www.chandigarhsacs.org.in
Request for Expression of Interest for short listing of
NGOs/CBOs for providing services for targeted interventions
(TI) in Chandigarh
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

This notice follows the General Procurement Notice (GPN) published in
UNDP on 6th May, 2012.
The Government of India has applied for financing from the International
Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of the fourth National
HIV/AIDS Control Project and it is intended that a part of the proceeds of
this financing will be applied to eligible payments under the contract for
which this invitation is being issued. The Project is an intervention with a
goal of reducing the burden of HIV/AIDS cases in the country. The
components of the project are prevention, care and support and
treatment, programme management and strategic information
management with one of its sub-components being targeted interventions
for high risk groups, as well as utilizing civil society organizations for
providing access of vulnerable populations to various HIV/AIDS
interventions.
Chandigarh SACS now invites applications from interested civil society
organizations (NGOs/CBOs) in the UT of Chandigarh for providing services
to implement HIV/AIDS Targeted Interventions (TIs) with highly vulnerable
population groups i.e. High Risk Groups (Female Sex Workers (FSW),
Men-who-have-sex-with-men (MSM), Transgendered Population (TG),
Injecting Drug Users (IDUs) and Bridge Population (Truckers and
Migrants). The TIs are expected to provide at least the common core
services for all prevention TIs for all HRGs and bridge population such as,
at a minimum: peer education, condom promotion, referral for STIs,
testing, linkages to treatment and care and support, and, in the case of
IDUs, needle syringe exchange and/or Opioid Substitution Therapy.
Additional information viz. terms of reference/ scope of work, qualifying
and evaluation criteria and policy on conflict of interest may be seen on
the website mentioned above.
CBOs/NGOs that are registered societies/trusts and active in community
work may submit Expression of Interest in the specified format with
accompanying materials (formats are available at the website given
above) at the address given above up to 5:00 PM on July 5, 2019. Only
hard copies of the applications will be entertained.
Please note that this is not a request for proposals. The request for
proposal will be issued to short-list NGO/CBO only.
Project Director
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Shun violence Can IAS become an agent of change?
as a political tool
For better roll-out of policies, administrative
capacity at the state level needs to be fortified

There will be no peace in Bengal
unless TMC and BJP follow this

O

SHAILAJA
CHANDRA

ne of the biggest tests of a democracy is whether
it can ensure a peaceful transfer of power. After
all, what is the point of a democratic mandate if it
invites vendetta? If there is one state in India
which has historically violated this principle, it is

West Bengal. Violence of the worst form, including extermination of political opponents, has often been employed by parties, especially the one in power, as a
political tactic. The magnitude of this

ourtake

problem increases when there is a
political churn in the state. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has won 18 Lok Sabha seats and more than 40% of the vote
share in West Bengal. This has come as a jolt to the ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC). As a result, political violence has
engulfed the state. While it is the BJP which has lost more
workers, TMC cadres have also been killed. The point is no
one can claim a moral high ground vis-a-vis the mess that has
been created.
What is to be done? The state government and the ruling
party need to get their house in order. As law and order is a
state subject; there cannot be any excuses for what is happening in West Bengal right now. Victims of violence and their kin
have often argued that the police have not done its duty to protect them from being attacked. Any officers found to be failing
in their duty should be given exemplary punishment and
made an example of. If there is no improvement on this front,

W

ith Independent India’s
diamond jubilee three
years from now, new
laws, reforms and
announcements can be
expected. Will a riskaverse, status-quoist bureaucracy rise to the
occasion? Will the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) bureaucrats mostly posted in
the states become agents of transformation
or find ways to stonewall change? Last
December, the Niti Aayog released Agenda
2022 with a foreword by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. I critique the bureaucracy’s
capability to implement its aspirations.
Agriculture: The document suggests converting farmers into “agripreneurs” by
expanding the e-National Agriculture Markets and replacing the existing Agricultural
Produce Marketing Committee Act. A model
Bill proposed in 2017 has not made much
headway possibly because it extinguishes
middlemen and commission agents. The
state bureaucracy’s uninspiring performance in replacing water-intensive crops, containing wasteful irrigation practices and the
alarming depletion of groundwater does not
bode well for effecting radical change.
Sanitation: Agenda 2022 gives primacy to
gargantuan problems such as landfills, plastic waste and sustainable revenue generation from municipal waste. It seeks to subsume these neglected areas under the
Swachh Bharat Mission. But unless the

municipal commissioners compel waste segregation and deter non-compliance with
fines and penalties available under the solid
waste, plastic and water pollution rules,
cleanliness cannot come. Municipal commissioners and district magistrates rarely act.
Unless municipal offences are fined heavily
on-the-spot like traffic violations, the goals
cannot be realised.
Power: Agenda 2022 seeks to rationalise
power tariff to promote the use of renewable
energy. But without privatising the DISCOMs, good intentions will not change the
ethos underlying distribution. To reap the
benefits of renewable energy fully, only privatising the DISCOMs can
rationalise power purchase
and tariff. No chief minister
is however willing to privatise power distribution
and bureaucracy by itself
cannot usher in privatisaINDIA@75
tion. Delhi remains the solitary exception.
Employment: The codification of labour
laws and expanding apprenticeships will
boost employment but unless industry has
the flexibility to make a transition from
micro-to-small to medium-to-large manufacturing, apprentices will have few places to
learn on the job. The flexibility to reduce the
workforce within the law must be ensured
and the backlash met firmly. This will
present the biggest challenge for bureaucracy.
Procurement: Modernising public procurement systems to international competitive bidding (ICB) standards is another
important reform. Unless there is willingness to outsource this to professional bodies,
ICB will stay on paper. The move will meet
with stiff resistance from state politicians,
contractors and lobbies. No bureaucracy can

pursue this proposal without solid political
backing.
Governance: The commitment to implement the recommendations of the second
Administrative Reforms Commission (2008)
is welcome, including two reviews nearing 14
and 20 years of service. India’s first deputy
Prime Minister, Vallabhai Patel, wanted IAS
officers to be men of integrity and capable of
“brashness”, possibly meaning bold, audacious and self-assertive. But today, brashness is unacceptable to bosses within the
political executive and the bureaucracy. Notwithstanding much criticism on several
fronts, the IAS remains indispensable primarily because the officers provide an interface
with the political executive and handle complex federal issues, Centre-State relations
and municipal and panchayat governance
functions. They coordinate and interact
meaningfully through a
nationwide network which
remains matchless. No chief
minister can run her government without them. However, only 4,000 officers
administer populations the
size of countries. This is done
despite a shortage of nearly 1,500 IAS officers.
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, for
example, have a shortage of over 100-130 officers each.
If Agenda 2022 is to become a reality statelevel capacity needs to be fortified. Both at
the Centre and more so in the states, there
should be sizeable induction of professionals
but only by following rigorous and transparent processes for selection.
Finally, unless lethal issues like air and
water pollution, medical malpractice, the
destruction of the environment and overcommercialisation of education are
responded to through policy, oversight and
enforcement, the rewards sought through
Agenda 2022 cannot be attained.
I suggest two strategies:
First, subdivide the 41 identified goals into
those which require the approval of Parlia-

agenda
2022

commission to probe the political violence. Having said this,
it needs to be underlined that the problem in West Bengal is
not an administrative one alone. Unless the political leadership of both the ruling and opposition parties are willing to
shun violence as a political tool, things will not improve. The
BJP has inducted many of former TMC leaders both before
the TMC wrested power from the Left. When political change
is about old actors changing camps rather than new actors
replacing the old, existing vices are likely to remain.

VIKRAM
SINHA

Can the BJP use its freshly earned political capital in West
Bengal to appeal for peace rather than pushing for immediate
consolidation? Can TMC chief and chief minister, Mamata
Banerjee, accept the reverses as a political mandate rather

§

Indiamustfocuson
rebuildingtrustwithLanka
Thiswillnothappenovernight,but the
governmentmuststriveforthatgoal

I

n

There is a shortfall of 20% sub-centres, 22% public health centres and 32% community
health centres in India.
RAJANISH KAKADE/HTPHOTO

PPPs may help to ensure
universal health coverage
The key to success of this partnership is respect and trust
with the goal of providing quality care at affordable cost
SUNIL
MEHRA

ndia should help heal the divided island of Sri Lanka. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s short visit to the island was
designed to show solidarity with Sri Lanka after its recent
terrorism trauma. But he also sought to urge Sri Lankans,

a country unusually crisscrossed by faultlines given its small
size, to avoid the path that led them earlier to civil war. Sri
Lankan President Mahinda Sirisena took some of this to heart
when he announced his country needed to avoid creating a
“Muslim Prabhakaran” – a reference to the late Tamil separatist
leader. Such statements have been rare since the Islamic Stateinspired attacks, in part because some Sri Lankan politicians
supported reprisals against the Muslim minority.
New Delhi must walk a tightrope when it tries to influence Sri
Lanka. India’s blundering interventions and Sinhalese unwillingness to admit its own mistakes in the civil war has meant
there is much resentment of New Delhi. This residual suspicion
has geopolitical repercussions. It encouraged the last Sri Lankan
regime to embrace Beijing so tightly that the island economy is
now the textbook example of a Chinese debt trap. The lack of
trust seems to have also been one reason the Lankan leadership
ignored Indian intelligence warnings about the terror attacks.
Rebuilding a degree of trust at the highest levels is important
for India. But this will not happen overnight. In its own strange
way, the terror attacks have given India an opportunity to repair
some of the past damage. There was a time when New Delhi
thought it could be first friend of all interest groups in Sri Lanka.
India should continue to strive for that goal but accept it will be
a long and winding path.

ment or state legislatures. Set up empowered
councils headed by a central minister with
state ministers as members to reach consensus within six months on the lines of the VAT
and GST councils. The central and state
bureaucracies function best under this edifice.
Second, in areas which fall in the state
domain, only if working models are seen as
cost-effective and beneficial, will the state
bureaucracy respond. Goals like establishing a Unified Metropolitan Transport
Authority in million-plus cities, establishing
public health cadres, introducing user charges for garbage collection and toilet maintenance, using treated waste water for non-potable purposes need just one working model
of each in a single state, city or district to
emulate. This could be inspirational.
Agenda 2022 looks good. The spirit may be
willing but now the flesh too must be strong.
(This is part of a series of articles on India’s priorities
as we head towards 75 years of Independence)
Shailaja Chandra is former chief secretary, Delhi
The views expressed are personal

Modern competition policies are poorly equipped
to deal with the unique nature of digital markets

and after the Lok Sabha polls. The same thing happened when

contingent on these two questions.

Will a status-quoist bureaucracy rise to the
ISTOCKPHOTO
occasion?

Why it is so difficult to
regulate digital markets
all across the world

GAMECHANGERS

the judiciary should step in and take charge by appointing a

than peddle conspiracy theories? West Bengal’s harmony is

n

I

ndiatakesprideinthefactthatitisoneof
the fastest-growing economies in the
world.Butourheadswillhanginshame
ifwelookatIndia’shealthsystem.There
is a shortfall of 20% sub-centres, 22%
public health centres and 32% community
healthcentres.Thegovernmentspends1.02%
of the GDP on health compared to the global
spendingof6%.Clearly,Indiaisstrugglingto
serveitspopulationamidtherisingburdenof
diseases along with poor coverage by public
health on the other.
Thankstosuchchallenges,peopleareshifting to private medical care, which now plays
asignificantroleinprovidinghealthcare.The
private sector consists of 58% of all hospitals
and 81% of doctors in the country. Similarly,
thereisdominanceofprivatepractitionersfor
providingoutpatientservices.Withthispreference, for private health care services, the
out-of-pocketexpenditure(OOP)ofthebeneficiaries has spiked to more than 60%. The
excessiverelianceonOOPpaymentsleadsto
financialbarriersforthepoorest,therebyperpetuatinginequalitiesinhealthcare.Inaddition to these challenges, the private sector is
poorlyregulatedwhenitcomestoqualityand
pricing.
TheAyushmanBharat-JanArogyaYojna
promisestoestablishhealthandwellnesscentres. This increases the need for additional
investment. In such a scenario, it has been
proposedbytheNationalHealthPolicy(2017)
to engage the private sector strategically in
healthcare-deficit areas. Setting up a public
privatepartnership(PPP)inhealthmaybuild
ourpath towards universalhealthcoverage.
Isuggestthefollowingkeystepstoestablisha
successful partnership:

1. Staunch and well-defined governance:
Aninstitutional structureshouldbesetupto
foster,monitorandevaluatethePPPs.AdedicatedPPPunitforhealthwillhelpineffective
implementation.
2.Equitable representation of partners in
theinstitutionalframework:Representatives
from both public, private and not-for-profit
sectorwillnotonlyencourage newmodels,it
will also help to meet consensus on shared
responsibilities and roles and will facilitate
communication among the partners leading
to a strong sense of ownership.
3.Evidence-based PPP: Systematic
researchinitiativesandmechanismsmustbe
established to constantly understand the
evolving needs and benefits to end users. An
overallcommunityhealthassessmentcarried
outatthedistrict-levelconsultationwithkey
stakeholderstakingintoaccountthedemand
ofusersandall sourcesofhealthcareservice
delivery available is vital.
4.Regulate user fee: One of the hurdles of
engaging the private providers for public
health service delivery is OOP expenditure.
Therefore,itisimportanttoregulateuserfees
ofthissectorunderpartnership.Afeecapping
of services will balance the profit-making
business and reduce the health-related poverty without compromising the quality.
5.Effective risk allocation and sharing:
Risks shall be allocated to the party best able
to control and manage them so that value for
moneyismaximised.Aprovisionofrisksharing will open up the larger window for entry
and interest of the private player. Public
authoritymaysharetheriskbyunderwriting
aminimumlevelofusageormakepaymentto
the private sector in form of subsidy/reimbursement. Lastly, the key to success of this
partnership is mutual respect and trust with
acommongoalofprovidingqualitycareforall
ages at affordable cost. This meaningful
engagementmaybethenextgamechangerin
healthcare for the country.
Sunil Mehra is executive director, MAMTA
Health Institute for Mother and Child
The views expressed are personal

I

n his recent call to break up Facebook,
co-founder Chris Hughes argued that
Mark Zuckerberg couldn’t fix the
company,but the government can.He
is part of a growing chorus. Big tech’s
long honeymoon period is winding down.
The European Union (EU) has been less
than sanguine about tech giants’ market
dominance and practices for some years
now.TheUnited States Federal Trade CommissionandJusticeDepartment, markedly
more forgiving than their European counterparts, are also divvying up competition
investigations into the tech giants. Calibrating competition policy to regulate digital markets will be a tricky business. But
there are opportunities here, particularly
for India, where such policy is still a relatively greenfield area.
US judge Robert Bork’s 1978 work, The
Antitrust Paradox, redefined competition
regulation. He argued for economic efficiency: regulators should protect competition and the consumer, not competitors.
Focusing on the latter can prevent companies from achieving economies of scale and
benefiting consumers via lower prices.
This made intuitive sense. It had the added
attraction of bringing economic rigour to
the delicate business of regulating markets. Bork influenced multiple jurisdictions, not just the US. The EU had its own
imperatives — market integration, for one
— but the consumer welfare standard is
foregrounded in India’s Competition Act,
2002. As the Supreme Court put it in Excel
Crop Care vs. CCI, “The ultimate goal of
competition policy is to enhance consumer
well-being.”
But something is lost in translation
when applying the consumer welfare standard to digital markets. Products like Google’s search engine or Facebook operate in
zero-price markets. The user benefits are
immense and obvious. And in the absence
of a price, there is no quantifiable user
harm by the lights of conventional competition logic. Focusing on price, however,
ignores what law professor, Daniel Solove,
has dubbed “architectural harms” — long
term, non-monetary drops in consumer
well-being in markets where they surrender excessive data and attention in return
for a free product. A small but growing
body of jurisprudence and regulatory
action is beginning to recognise these costs.
The Competition Commission of India, for
instance, has noted that users pay an
“implicit price in form of personal data”
when accessing online platforms.
There are other architectural harms as
well. Over the past decade, the world’s five
largest tech companies have made over 400

acquisitions globally. None have been
blocked andfew have had ridersattachedto
them. This creates an unhealthy innovation dynamic. Promising startups that
could be potential rivals are snapped up.
Alternatively, they are run out of town as
Amazon did with Quidsi. Venture capital
has learnt to invest accordingly. Thus, genuine competition takes place for the most
part in areas that are not dominated by a
monopoly or duopoly — workplace productivity, say, or urban transportation. Such
competition stands a better chance of
improving consumer choice in everything
from pricing models to privacy protection.
Regulators globally are starting to grapplewiththeseissues.Therehavebeensome
innovative measures. Take Germany’s
Bundeskartellamt. It has ruled that Facebook cannot make access conditional on
users allowing it to link non-Facebook data
totheir accounts. When it demandsconsent
to this loss of control of personal data, it is
abusing its dominant position given the
lack of social network alternatives. Other
cases merely need closer scrutiny.
Equally, there is overreach. Calls like
Hughes’s to break up big tech make little
sense. Digital markets have unique characteristics. The network externalities that
help an Uber attract more cab drivers as its
user base grows, and vice versa, or the feedback loops that let Google improve its
search engine the more search data it captures, mean that market concentration is
inevitable. Admittedly, regulators could
have taken a harder look at tech giants’
acquisition spree. But post hoc attempts to
remedy this would be long and not necessarily successful. It took US regulators a decade to break up AT&T. IBM held out for 13
years, and then the case against it was
dropped. Nor would such attempts be
appropriate for all tech giants. Apple is a
juggernaut of vertical integration. Facebook has expanded horizontally. The others are conglomerates.
India has an advantage in some ways.
The recent vintage of its competition regulation and lack of precedent mean that it
has more room for manoeuvre when grappling with such thorny questions. How
should pricing dynamics for multisided
platforms that undercharge one side and
recover costs from the other be assessed?
How should relevant product markets and
dominance be measured in digital markets? If information is to be considered an
implicit cost that users pay for accessing
“free” products, how much qualifies as
abuse of a dominant market position?
Tech giants’ abuse of market power is
the symptom, not the problem. The problem is regulatory frameworks that haven’t
caught up withdigital markets. Addressing
it requires a measured approach, not blunt
force solutions.
Vikram Sinha is junior fellow and head, Strategic
Communication, IDFC Institute)
(This is the first in a four-part series on data
governance in India by the Data Governance Network).
The views expressed are personal
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shortstories

4 cops among 15 nabbed
for extorting men with
fake sexual assault cases

SIKKIM’S NEW
GOVT CANCELS
40% NEW HIRES
SILIGURI: The ‘one family one job’
scheme launched by the Pawan
Chamling government in Sikkim
earlier this year has come under
the scanner with the new administration cancelling more than
40% of the appointments made
under the programme. The new
government headed by PS Golay
cancelled more than 8,000
appointments claiming that these
were made illegally. Sikkim went
for simultaneous assembly and
Lok Sabla polls on April 11.

NOIDA RACKET
Gang demanded at
least a lakh from the
victims identified so
far, say police

Madarsa teacher held
for raping minor student

IN 6 MONTHS, ₹20 LAKH EXTORTED
Target: A woman would seek a
ride in a vehicle with only a male
driver

n

tanmayee.tyagi@htlive.com

NOIDA: Four policemen and two
women were among the 15 people arrested from Noida on Monday for allegedly running a
racket in which they would
blackmail men with false cases
of rape and harassment.
Police suspect the gang may
have duped at least 15 people in
the past six months and extorted
at least ₹20 lakh.
The racket was busted after a
victim approached the police on
Monday.
Police said that the women
gang members would target
vehicles on the roads under the
Sector-44 police post jurisdiction.
“They would ensure that the
only person in the vehicle would
be the driver, a man. The woman
would then ask for a ride giving
some alibi. Once inside, they
would start talking to the men
and say that they are on a lookout for a job. In this manner, they
would exchange numbers,” said
the SSP Vaibhav Krishna.
The gang members would
have already decided a location
where the woman would ask to

Rajasthan plans to honour
Mahatma with ‘peace dept’
JAIPUR: Rajasthan’s Congress
government is planning to set up
a peace and non-violence department to promote Mahatma
Gandhi’s teachings ahead of his
150th birth anniversary this year,
an official aware of the development said. The official said a
meeting in this regard was held at
the state secretariat under chief
secretary D B Gupta’s chairmanship on Monday. Officials from 12
departments, including social
justice and empowerment, arts
and culture, were present at the
meeting to discuss the proposed
department’s structure, the
official added.

Pressure: More people would
come to the post and pretend to
be on the side of the woman

Trap: The woman would seek to
be dropped at a location where
police vehicle drivers in the gang
would be waiting. Once there she
would accuse the victim of sexual
assault. They would then be
taken to Sector 44 police post

Tanmayee Tyagi

MEERUT: A madarsa teacher was
arrested for allegedly raping a
12-year-old student in Saroorpur
area on Monday night. The
accused, Shahid, 25, was beaten
up by people in Saroopur area
after the alleged incident, and
was later arrested near Gotka
village when he was waiting to
board a bus on the Meerut-Karnal
highway, said police. “A case had
been registered against him on
the complaint of the girl’s parents. Investigation is underway to
verify allegations against him,”
said Pankaj Singh, circle officer,
Sardhana area.

where the in-charge would
threaten legal action

Demand: The police would tell
the victim to “pay off” the
woman. They would keep the
vehicle with them until the victim
paid them

Busted: A victim approached police on Monday and narrated his
experience at the Sector 44 police post. A team led by SSP Vaibhav
Krishna laid a trap and caught the Sector-44 policemen accepting
₹50,000 bribe. Fifteen people, including seven policemen and two
women, were arrested in the case.

be dropped. There, the police
vehicle drivers, who are not from
the police department, in the
gang would be waiting, said
police.
“Once there, the woman
would then accuse the victim
man of harassing or raping
them. The police vehicle driver
would then take him to the Sector 44 police post where the
police post in-charge, Sunil
Sharma, would threaten him
with legal action,” said SSP
Krishna.
To add pressure on the victim,
a few other people, pretending to
be from women’s side, would
then reach the police post.
“One of them, Deshraj Awana,
would pretend to be some sort of
well connected person and interested in the case. Another per-

son, Suresh Kumar, would pretend to be a lawyer and would
write a formal complaint against
the victim. The in-charge would
then suggest that the two parties
compromise in exchange for a
hefty sum of money,” said the
SSP. “In case the victim couldn’t
pay the money immediately,
they would keep the car at the
police post and release it after
payment.”
On Monday, the victim who
approached the police said his
car was at the police post.
“Based on this information,
we took a team and reached outside the Sector 44 police post. We
laid a trap in which we asked the
victim to comply with their
demands. We caught two constables red-handed accepting the
₹50,000 bribe.

PUNE: Three persons died on the
spot when the SUV they were
travelling in lost control and
rammed into a stationary truck at
4am near Jategaon phata on the
Pune-Ahmednagar highway on
Tuesday. One person travelling in
the SUV is critically injured. The
impact of the accident was such
that only the mangled remains of
the SUV were left as debris. A case
of rash and negligent driving has
been lodged against the driver.

Ritesh Mishra
n

Ritesh.Mishra@hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR:Chhattisgarh chief minister Bhupesh Baghel on Tuesday
ordered an immediate stay on all
work related to iron ore mining
in Dantewada’s Bailadila hills
after a meeting with tribal leaders and the MP from Bastar.
The move comes four days
after nearly 10,000 tribals had

staged an indefinite protest
under the banner of Sanyukt
Panchayat Samiti and
demanded that all mining-related activities in iron-ore
deposit number 13, be stopped.
Locals said they would not allow
mining as the hill where the
mine is located houses their
deity.
“The CM on Tuesday
instructed [officials] to immedi-

ately halt the deforestation of the
affected area and illegal felling of
trees. The CM also ordered an
investigation into the complaint
against a Gram Sabha, which
was set up in the year 2014 for
giving approval to the project,”
said Taran Prakash Sinha ,
director, public relations, Chhattisgarh government.
Adani Enterprises Limited
(AEL) was chosen to develop and
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BEFORE MRS. NEELIMA, IAS, MANAGING DIRECTOR, PUNJAB STATE
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.-CUM-SPECIFIED
AUTHORITY APPOINTED BY GOVT. OF PUNJAB, UNDER SECTION 32(G)
OF STATE FINANCIAL CORPORATION ACT,1951.
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In the Matter of M/s. Narindera Paper Mills Ltd.

Two ‘IS-inspired militants’
killed in Shopian: Police

Press Trust of India

HT Correspondent

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI/KOLHAPUR: A special

SRINAGAR: Two “Islamic State

team of the Maharashtra police
Tuesday arrested right-wing
activist Sharad Kalaskar in connection with the killing of veteran Communist leader Govind
Pansare, an official said.
A special investigation team
(SIT) of the state Crime Investigation Department (CID)
arrested Kalaskar (25) from
Mumbai and produced him
before a court in Kolhapur
which sent him in police custody till June 18, he said.
According to the CBI, he was
one of two shooters who gunned
down rationalist Narendra Dabholkar in Pune in August 2013.
Last year, his statement was
recorded in the 2015 Pansare
murder case by the SIT as a witness.
Kalaskar had stayed in Kolhapur for more than a week
before Pansare’s murder in that
city, around 400km from Mumbai, in February 2015, he said.
Kalaskar, whose name has
figured in a series of high profile
crimes, was arrested by the
Maharashtra ATS in the Palghar arms haul case in August
last year.
Kalaskar’s name had also figured in the September 2017 murder of journalist-activist Gauri
Lankesh in which he was subsequently arrested, the official
said.
He was named as accused
number 16 in the Lankesh case
after probe revealed he had
played a key role in handling of
the weapons used for the murder in Bengaluru, he said.

(IS)-inspired militants” were
killed in a firefight with security
forces at Awneera in South Kashmir’s Shopian district on Monday, the Jammu and Kashmir
police said in a statement.
The statement identified the
two as Sayar Ahmad Bhat and
Shakir Ahmad Wagay.
The IS terror group overran
swathes of Iraq and Syria in 2014
before Baghdad declared a victory over it in 2017. In March,
US-backed forces in Syria said
they have defeated the group in
Syria as well. The IS’s defeat in
Syria marked an end to the
group’s territorial control, which
was used to carry attacks across
the world.
The statement said Bhat and

operate the mine following a
global tender in December 2018.
A spokesperson of Adani
Enterprises said: “AEL has not
commenced its project yet and
will initiate any activity only
after all the mandatory requirements are met by the owner,
NMDC CMDC Limited. As on
today, Mining Contractor AEL
does not have any presence in
Kirandul for mining purposes...”

I N

Wagay were wanted for terror
crimes, including attacks on
security establishments. It added
Wagay was involved in the killing
of a civilian, Irfan Hameed
Sheikh, in Zainapora. The statement did not elaborate on the
nature of other crimes or attacks
the two were wanted for. The government has so far maintained
that there was no direct link
between the IS and those it has
allegedly inspired in Kashmir.
In February, the then Union
minister of state for home affairs,
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir, told
Lok Sabha that seven local
youths had joined an IS-inspired
group in Kashmir through “selfproclamation”. Ahir added four
of them were killed in June 2018 at
Khiram in South Kashmir’s
Anantnag district while two were
arrested and one remained
active.

U T T A R

TWO J&K MEN
TAKE UP ARMS
SRINAGAR:Two men

joined militant ranks in
Baramulla police district, police said. On
Monday, Hizbul Mujahideen district commander released a picture of Junaid Farooq, a
post-graduation student,
holding an AK-47 rifle on
social media. Farooq is
the other man to join
militancy in Baramulla
police district. “Farooq
had no earlier affiliations. We are just checking how he came in touch
with the militants,’’ said
HTC
an official.

P R A D E S H

Bodies found hanging
from tree in Etah dist

Couple allegedly
commit suicide due
to pressure from kin

HT Correspondent

GORAKHPUR: Bodies of a man and

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

AGRA: The bodies of a man and a

woman in their early twenties
were found hanging from a tree at
Ladampura Katara village under
Nayagaon police station of Etah
district on Tuesday morning, the
police said.
The woman belonged to the
same village (Ladampura Katara) while the man hailed from
the nearby village of Kayampur
Sakeet, the police added.
The post-mortem report stated
the cause of death was “asphyxia
due to ante mortem hanging”, a
police officer with knowledge of
the investigation said.
“Two bodies were found hanging from a tree at village Ladampur Katara on Tuesday morning. The man was identified as
Satya Prakash, aged 23 years,
from the nearby village of Kayampur Sakeet,” said Narendra
Pal Singh, the officer incharge of
Nayagaon police station.
Satya Prakash’s family mem-

THE MAN’S FAMILY
HAS ALLEGED MURDER
AND FILED AN FIR,
WHEREAS THE GIRL’S
FAMILY IS ON THE RUN,
THE POLICE SAID
bers alleged it was a murder case
and lodged a first information
report under Section 302 (murder) at Nayagaon police station
against unidentified people. They
said it was not a case of suicide
and that Satya Prakash was killed
by somebody.
The family members of the
woman were on the run and their
house was found locked, the
police said.
Senior superintendent of
police, Etah, Swapnil Mamgain
said, “The police are investigating the matter and working on all
aspects of the case. The youth’s
uncle has lodged an FIR, alleging
murder. Three teams have been
constituted to probe the case.”

a woman were found hanging
from a Sakhoo tree near a field
in a village in Khorabar area on
Tuesday morning. Locals
alerted the police, which sent
the bodies for autopsy. The
deceased have been identified as
Dharmendra, son of Sarabjeet,
and Puja daughter of Omprakash, both residents of the same
village.
Prima facie, the police are
calling it a case of suicide but are
waiting for the post-mortem
examination report to definitively pronounce the real cause
of death.
“It appears to be a case of suicide at first sight. But, everything will be clear only after the
autopsy report comes in. Family
members of both are being
interrogated in this connection,” SHO Ambika Bhardwaj
said. Police said Puja’s relatives
had opposed her wishes to
marry Dharmendra, who she
was in a relationship with for
HTC
three years.

IN THE MATTER OF M/S. EURO COTSPIN LTD.

Punjab State Industrial Development Corporation Ltd

Punjab State Industrial Development Corporation Ltd
....Appellant

....Appellant

VS.
Sh. Narrinder Singh & Ors.
Respondents No.
2. Dr. Satinderjit Singh Dhingra S/o Late Sh. Charan Singh, #51, The Mall,
Amritsar
2nd Address:
Dr. Satinderjit Singh Dhingra S/o Late Sh. Charan Singh, Taran Tarn Road,
Sangrana Sahib, P.O. Gilwali, District: Amritsar
3rd Address:
Dr. Satinderjit Singh Dhingra S/o Late Sh. Charan Singh C/o M/S Narindera
Paper Mills Ltd. Regd. Office. # 1457, Chawal Mandi Amritsar
3. Smt. Jatinder Kaur W/o Dr. S.S. Dhingra, #51, The Mall Amritsar
2nd Address:
Smt. Jatinder Kaur W/o Dr. S.S. Dhingra, Taran Tarn Road, Sangrana Sahib, P.O.
Gilwali, District: Amritsar.
3rd Address:
Smt. Jatinder Kaur W/o Dr. S.S. Dhingra, C/o M/s Narindera Paper Mills Ltd.
Regd. Office #1457, Chawal Mandi Amritsar.
4. M/s Narindera Paper Mills Ltd. through Sh. Narinder Singh, Regd. office.
#1457, Chawal Mandi Amritsar.
2nd Address:
M/s Narindera Paper Mills Lts. through Sh. Narinder Singh, Taran Tarn Road,
Sangrana Sahib, P.O. Gilwali District: Amritsar
Whereas in the above noted case, it has been proved to the satisfaction of the
Specified Authority, that the above respondents cannot be served through normal
process. So they are directed by this notice to appear before the Specified Authority
on 27.06.2019 at 4.00 p.m. either personally or through their counsel at her office
at Udyog Bhawan, 1st Floor, 18, Himalaya Marg, Sector 17, Chandigarh, failing
which ex-parte proceedings shall be initiated against them.
Given under my hand and seal of the Specified Authority on 23.05.2019.
(Neelima)
Managing Director -CumSpecified Authority
C-5711
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Activist accused in
Lankesh killing held
in Pansare murder

Chhattisgarh halts mining after tribals protest

Three die after SUV rams
into truck on Pune highway

nation

VS.
J.C. Khandelwal & Ors.
Respondents
Sh. J. C. Khandelwal S/o Sh. Gauri Shai Ji Khandelwal, # C-1/33, SDA
Safdarjang Development Area, NEW DELHI
2nd Address:
Sh. J. C. Khandelwal S/o Sh. Gauri Shai Ji Khandelwal, C/o M/s Euro Cotspin
Ltd., Regd Office: SCO 124-125, Sector -34 A, CHANDIGARH.
3rd Address:
Sh. J. C. Khandelwal S/o Sh. Gauri Shai Ji Khandelwal, C/o M/s Euro Cotspin
Ltd.,LALRU, Tehsil: Dera Bassi (District Mohali)
4. Sh. Rajeev Khandelwal S/o Sh. J.C. Khandelwal,# 143- H, Dalamal Park,
Cuffee- Parade, Coloba BOMBAY.
2nd Address:
Sh. Rajeev Khandelwal S/o Sh. J.C. Khandelwal, C/o M/s Euro Cotspin
Ltd.Regd Office: SCO 124-125, Sector-34 A, CHANDIGARH.
3rd Address:
Sh. Rajeev Khandelwal S/o Sh. J. C. Khandelwal, C/o M/s Euro Cotspin Ltd.,
LALRU, Tehsil: Dera Bassi (District Mohali)
3. M/s Euro Cotspin Ltd.Through Sh J. C. Khandelwal, Director, LALRU, Tehsil:
Dera Bassi (District Mohali)
2nd Address:
M/s Euro Cotspin Ltd. Through Sh J. C. Khandelwal, Director Regd Office: SCO
124-125, Sector-34 A, CHANDIGARH.
Whereas in the above noted case, it has been proved to the satisfaction of the
Specified Authority, that the above respondents cannot be served through normal
process. So they are directed by this notice to appear before the Specified Authority
on 27.06.2019 at 4.00 p.m. either personally or through their counsel at her office
at Udyog Bhawan, 1st Floor, 18, Himalaya Marg, Sector 17, Chandigarh, failing
which ex-parte proceedings shall be initiated against them.
Given under my hand and seal of the Specified Authority on 23.05.2019.
(Neelima)
Managing Director -CumSpecified Authority
C-5713
1.
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IT IS UNACCEPTABLE TO... CONTINUE TO KEEP THE LANGUAGE
OF THREATS AND SANCTIONS.

> TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY, on US threats over Ankara’s purchase of Russian S-400s

Rightsgrouplocates323
NKoreanexecutionsites

E Y E O N PA K I S TA N

CHILLING EXPOSITION Seoul-based body interviewed 610 defectors over 4 yrs
Agencies
n

Slain half-brother
of Kim was a
CIA informant,
claims WSJ report

letters@hindustantimes.com

SEOUL/WASHINGTON: Arightsgroup
n

BIG DAY FOR BOTSWANA: Activists celebrate outside the high
court in Gaborone, after Botswana became the latest country to
decriminalise gay sex. The court rejected sections of the penal
code that consider same-sex relations as unconstitutional. AP

shortstories
WOMAN APPEARS IN EXAMS 30 MINUTES
AFTER GIVING BIRTH: BBC REPORT
NEW DELHI: An Ethiopian woman appeared in exams in a hospital bed half
an hour after giving birth, according to a BBC report. Twenty-one-year-old
Almaz Derese, who hails from Metu, had initially planned to appear for the
exams before giving birth. But the secondary school tests were pushed back
because of Ramadan, the BBC report said on Tuesday. Almaz was compelled
to go into labour on Monday before the first test was scheduled. It was
reported that she insisted preparing for the exams while pregnant wasn’t an
issue and she wasn’t keen on missing the tests. She took her English, AmHTC
haric and maths secondary school exams in hospital on Monday.

Iran frees US resident
convicted of spying

Nepal: 2 Indian pilgrims die
as truck rams into bus

BEIRUT:A US resident and
Lebanese businessman who was
imprisoned for years in Iran has
been freed and is on his way back
to his native Lebanon, an official
in Beirut said on Tuesday. Nizar
Zakka, held in Iran since 2015, was
on a plane accompanied by the
chief of Lebanon’s General
Security Directorate, Ibrahim
AP
Abbas, heading to Beirut.

KATHMANDU:Two Indian pilgrims
died and several others sustained
injuries when a bus carrying 60
passengers was hit from behind
by a truck in Rautahat district,
police said. The incident took
place on Monday when the bus en
route from Janakpur to Kathmandu stopped at Paurai forest
area along East-West Highway in
Chandrapur Municipality-1. ANI

Samoa bans Rocketman
over gay scenes: Reports

7 killed after boat capsizes
off Greek island of Lesvos

SYDNEY:Samoa has banned
Rocketman, the movie-musical
based on the life of British
musician Elton John, over its
depiction of homosexuality, the
South Pacific island’s censor has
said. The film was banned last
week because it clashed with
Samoa’s “culture and our Christian
beliefs”, the censor, Leiataua
Niuapu Faaui, told the Samoa
Observer newspaper. REUTERS

ATHENS:At least seven people
were killed after a boat carrying
dozens of refugees capsized in
the Aegean Sea off the coast of
Greek island of Lesvos on Tuesday.
The remaining 57 people on the
boat were rescued in a joint
search operation carried out by
Hellenic Coast Guard, European
Border and Coast Guard Agency
(Frontex), as well Greek Air Force,
ANI
reports Xinhua.

inthenews

PRAYUTH CHAN-O-CHA

Junta chief formally takes charge as Thailand’s
29th PM after a royal endorsement

1

The 65-year-old assumed power as PM yet
again after Thai king Maha Vajiralongkorn
endorsed parliament’s vote to allow him to
keep the position for a second spell

2

Thailand held a bitterly fought election in March, and the new
parliament last week voted for Prayuth as prime minister, thanks to
the votes of the Senate, which was entirely appointed by the
military junta that Prayuth had led since 2014

3

He has served as PM since he led a military coup that toppled an
elected government in 2014.

said on Tuesday it has identified
hundreds of spots where witnessesclaimNorthKoreacarried
out public executions and extrajudicialstatekillingsaspartofan
arbitrary and aggressive use of
thedeathpenaltythatismeantto
intimidate its citizens.
The Seoul-based Transitional
Justice Working Group said its
researchwasbasedoninterviews
with 610 North Korean defectors
conducted over four years who
helpedlocatethe siteswith satellite imagery.
The group didn’t reveal the
exact locations of the 323 sites
because it’s worried that North
Koreawilltamperwiththem,but
said 267 of them were located in
twonortheasternprovincesnear
the border with China, the area
where most of the defectors who
participated in the study came
from.
North Korea’s public executions tend to happen near rivers,
in fields and on hills, and also at
marketplaces and school
grounds-placeswhereresidents
andfamilymembersofthosesentenced are often forced to attend
the killings, the report said.
The group said it documented
three sites where people died
while in detention and 25 sites
where the dead were allegedly
disposed of by the state. It said it
also found official locations that
may have documents or other
evidence related to the killings.
AP couldn’t independently
verify the report, and the group
acknowledged that its findings
weren’t definite because it
doesn’t have direct access to
North Korea.

Reuters
n

n

File photo of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un arriving for a
ceremony in Vladivostok, Russia, on April 26, 2019.

PYONGYANG URGES
US TO END HOSTILITY
North Korea called on the US to
“roll back its hostile policy”, a
day before the first anniversary
of a summit between its leader
andUSpresidentDonaldTrump.
Thefirstevermeetingbetween
a North Korean leader and a sitting US president took place on
June 12 last year in Singapore.

H O N G KO N G E X T R A D I T I O N B I L L

Thousands protest
amid thunderstorm

Agence France-Presse
n

n

Hong Kong police detain activists on Monday as a protest against a
REUTERS
proposed extradition bill with China turned violent.

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com

HONG KONG: Thousands braved

n

Maithripala Sirisena REUTERS/FILE

April 21 attacks could have been
avoided if police had been
allowed to arrest the ringleader
as early as last year.
The NTJ, an Islamic State-inspired local jihadist group, has
been blamed for the suicide
attacks. Since the attacks, the
countryhasbeenunderastateof
emergencywhichgivessweeping
powerstothepoliceandsecurity
forces to arrest and detain suspects for long periods of time.

thunderstorms in Hong Kong on
Tuesday for a fresh wave of protests against a proposed extradition bill that would allow people
to be sent to mainland China for
trial,buttheChinese-ruledcity’s
leader said she would not back
down.
Hong Kong Chief Executive
Carrie Lam said she would press
ahead with the bill despite deep
concerns across vast swathes of
the Asian financial hub that on
Sundaytriggereditsbiggestpolitical demonstration since its
handoverfromBritishtoChinese
rule in 1997.
“Whenthefugitiveextradition
bill is passed, Hong Kong will
become a ‘useless Hong Kong’,”
said Jimmy Sham, convenor of
Civil Human Rights Front, the
mainorganiserofSunday’sdem-

onstration.
“We will be deep in a place
where foreign investors are
afraid to invest and tourists are
afraidtogo.Oncethe‘Pearlofthe
Orient’,(it)willbecomenothing.”
In a rare move, prominent
business leaders warned that
pushingthroughthe extradition
law could undermine investor
confidence in Hong Kong and
erodeitscompetitiveadvantages.
The bill, which has generated
unusually broad opposition at
homeandabroad,isdueforasecond round of debate on WednesdayinHongKong’s70-seatLegislative Council. The legislature is
controlled by a pro-Beijing
majority.
Sunday’s protest, which organiserssaiddrewmorethanamillion people, and a snowballing
backlashagainst the extradition
bill could raise questions about
Lam’s ability to govern effectively.

PLA sailors opt for Oz baby food
n

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEIJING: A story published in an

Australian newspaper accompanied by a photo showing visiting Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) sailors loading dozens of boxes of Australian baby
food onto their warship at Sydney Harbour has sparked a row.
The Chinese state media
responded to the revelation by
downplaying it as an “overreaction”.
The photo triggered memories of a baby food scandal that
rocked China 10 years ago when
more than 50,000 children had to
be hospitalised after being given
contaminated baby formula

produced in the country.
After that episode of mass
poisoning, overseas milk and
baby food have become sought
after commodities in China.
“Stealth mission finally
revealed: Chinese warships on
baby milk raid” was the headline that The Australian ran,
sparking controversy.
China-based Global Times
reacted quickly, stating, “More
than 700 sailors visited Australia. An anonymous source told
Global Times that some 50 boxes
of baby formula were on board,
which were bought by some sailors in need.”
The source explained that it
was an exaggeration to label the
normal purchase as a “stealth

Son of opposition
leader arrested
Imtiaz Ahmad & Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LAHORE/ISLAMABAD: Opposition
leader in Pakistan’s Punjab
assembly, Hamza Shahbaz, was
arrested on Tuesday inside the
Lahore high court in cases
relatedtomoneylaunderingand
holdingassetsbeyondmeans,the
media reported.
The arrest by officials of the
country’s anti-corruption body
took place after the court dismissed bail applications filed by
Hamza after his lawyer opted to
withdrawthepleasintwocorruption cases.
Thevice-presidentofPakistan
MuslimLeague-Nawaz(PML-N)
is under investigation by the
NationalAccountabilityBureau
(NAB) in the Ramzan Sugar
Mills, Saaf Paani project and
assets beyond known means of
income cases.
Hamza,thesonofPML-Npresident and National Assembly
opposition leader Shahbaz Sharif,saidpriortohisarrestthatnot
even a “one rupee” corruption
could be proven against him.
His arrest comes a day after
formerpresidentAsifAliZardari
wasdetainedbytheNABfromhis
residenceafterthecancellationof

his pre-arrest bail by the Islamabad high court in a fake bank
accounts case.
HUSSAIN ARRESTED IN
LONDON AMID PROBE
BritishpolicearrestedPakistani
politician Altaf Hussain in London on Tuesday as part of an
investigation into speeches he
gave as founder of a political
party that ruled Karachi for decades, the media in Pakistan
reported.
London’sMetropolitanPolice
saidamanin hissixties had been
arrested and the arrest was “in
connectionwithaninvestigation
into a number of speeches made
by an individual associated with
theMuttahidaQaumiMovement
(MQM) in Pakistan”.
DEFENCE BUDGET TO
REMAIN THE SAME
Pakistan announced that its
defencebudgetforthe nextfiscal
year(2019-20)willremain thethe
sameasthelastyear’sRs1,150billion amid an austerity drive by
thegovernmenttosolvethecashstrappednation’sfinancialwoes.
Pakistan’s military early this
monthdecidedtovoluntarilycut
the defence budget for the next
fiscal year.

SUNKEN DANUBE TOUR BOAT RECOVERED

letters@hindustantimes.com

mission”, Global Times wrote.
“The hype over the baby formula purchase is similar to the
hype over the ‘China threat theory’ or exaggerating certain
facts to mislead readers,”
another anonymous source told
the Chinese tabloid.
“It is normal for the naval
crew of different countries to
visit local attractions and purchase local products when the
warship berths in a foreign
land,” Global Times argued.
It didn’t help that three Chinese warships - Kunlunshan,
Xuchang, and Luomahu arrived at Sydney Harbour on
June 3, the eve of the 30th anniversary of the Tiananmen protests.

has announced it will no longer
includedailypoliticalcartoonsin
its international edition, weeks
afterapologisingforpublishinga
caricatureofIsraeliPrimeMinisterBenjaminNetanyahudeemed
anti-semitic.
The cartoon, published in
April, depicted Netanyahu as a
guidedogwearingaStarofDavid
collarandleadingablindDonald
Trump - who was wearing a kippah, or a Jewish skullcap. It
prompted an uproar within the
Jewishcommunity,withIsrael’s
ambassador to the UN likening
thedrawingtothecontentofNazi
propagandatabloidDerSturmer.
Editor James Bennet said the
paper had planned for a year to
cease running political cartoons
intheinternationalprintversion
of The Times.
The decision will come into
effect on July 1.
Patrick Chappatte, one of the
paper’s leading cartoonists, said
the decision was related to the
Netanyahu cartoon.
Hecondemnedthepublication
of the caricature, but said he was
concerned that media outlets
were increasingly buckling
underpoliticalpressureandcriticism from “moralistic mobs” on
social media.
“Over the last years, some of
the very best cartoonists... lost
theirpositionsbecausetheirpublishersfoundtheirworktoocritical of Trump. Maybe we should
startworrying,”Chappattewrote
on his personal website.

n

Hungarian cops recovered four more bodies on Tuesday as they lifted a tour boat that sank on the
Danube river in Budapest after a deadly May 29 collision. The death toll has now risen to 24. REUTERS

Russia frees detained India backs Israeli
reporter after protests resolution to deny
Bloomberg
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:Russia ordered the
release of an investigative journalistwhosearrestondrugcharges triggered a wave of protests
aboutpressureonthemedia,ina
rare Kremlin reversal.
“The decision has been made
toendthecriminalprosecutionof
IvanGolunovbecauseofthelack
ofevidenceofhisinvolvementin
a crime,” interior ministerVladimirKolokoltsevsaidonTuesday
in atelevised statement.“Hewill
be released from house arrest
today, the charges are dropped.”
Police officers involved in the
June 6 arrest of the freelance
journalist have been suspended,
Kolokoltsevsaid,addingthathe’s

asked President Vladimir Putin
todismiss severalseniorofficers
in Moscow responsible for the
investigation.
The turnaboutfollowedgrowing anger over Golunov’s detention in recent days, amid complaints he was being framed as
retaliation for reports exposing
official corruption.
As discontent spread through
the elite, the Kremlin seemed to
softenitsline. Hiscasedrew support from usually loyal cultural
figures and some pro-government politicians, as well as sympatheticcoverageinstatemedia.
Golunovhasfirmlydeniedthe
charges, which carried a sentence of up to 20 years, and
accusedpoliceofficersofplanting
narcotics on him.

JINXED FESTIVAL

DISTRUSTING CHINESE PRODUCTS?

Sutirtho Patranobis

ANTI-SEMITISM
ROW: NYT TO
CEASE POLITICAL
CARTOONS
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onTuesdaydefiedPresidentMaithripalaSirisenaandresumedan
investigationintosecuritylapses
surrounding the Easter suicide
bombings that killed 258 people,
officials said.
The Parliamentary Select
Committee (PSC) began hearing
testimony from Muslim leaders
who claimed they repeatedly
alertedtheauthoritiestodangerous radicalisation, a parliamentary official said.
President Sirisena last week
askedhiscoalitioncabinettohalt
the hearings, which have
revealed policeand security officials under him had ignored
repeated intelligence warnings.
Sirisena sacked his intelligence chief over the weekend
after he told the hearing that the

US PRESIDENT RECEIVES
‘BEAUTIFUL LETTER’
Trump said on Tuesday that he
has received another “beautiful
letter” from the North Korean
leader.Indicatingthathecontinues to trust Kim, despite making
little progress in efforts to get
Pyongyang to give up nukes,
Trump said Kim “has kept his
word”.

n

n

COLOMBO: SriLanka’sparliament

AFP

half-brother of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un who was
killed in Malaysia in 2017, had
beenaninformantfortheUSCentral Intelligence Agency (CIA),
the WallStreetJournalreported
on Monday.
The WSJ cited an unnamed
“personknowledgeableaboutthe
matter” for the report, and said
many details of Kim Jong Nam’s
relationship with the CIA
remained unclear. Reuters
couldn’t confirm the story. The
CIA declined to comment.
The WSJ quoted the person as
saying “there was a nexus”
between the CIA and Kim Jong
Nam. “Several former US officials said the half brother, who
had lived outside of North Korea
formanyyearsandhadnoknown
power base in Pyongyang, was
unlikely to be able to provide
details of the secretive country’s
inner workings,” the WSJ said.
The former officials said Kim
Jong Nam was almost certainly
in contact with security services
of other countries, the WSJ said.
Kim Jong Nam’s role as a CIA
informant is mentioned in a new
book about Kim Jong Un, The
GreatSuccessor,byWashington
PostreporterAnnaFifieldthatis
due to be published on Tuesday.

PML-N activists protest against the arrest of opposition leader
Hamza Shahbaz in Lahore on Tuesday.

Agence France-Presse

TURMOIL IN SRI LANKA

MPs defy president,
resume Easter probe

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Kim Jong Nam, the

n

Woodstock 50 loses host for anniversary event
Reuters
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWYORK: The troubled Wood-

stock 50 music festival has lost
the site of a planned anniversary event in August, the latest setback for the weekend
marking the famed 1969
“peace and music” festival,
but organisers said they were
pursuing a new location.
The August 16-19 festival
was to have taken place at the
Watkins Glen motor racing
venue in upstate New York
with a line-up including Jay-Z
and Miley Cyrus. On Monday,
Watkins Glen said in a statement it had “terminated the

site license for Woodstock
pursuant to provisions of the
contract. As such, (it) will not
be hosting the Woodstock 50
Festival,” the site owners said
in a statement.
Watkins Glen did not say
why it had decided to pull out.
Gregory Peck, one of the
organisers of Woodstock 50,
said the team behind the festival was “in discussions with
another venue” to host the
event and looked “forward to
sharing the new location
when tickets go on sale in the
coming weeks”.
Woodstock 50 is backed by
the co-producer of the original
1969 Woodstock festival.

n

Carlos Santana performs at Woodstock 1969.

WOODSTOCK/TWITTER

observer status to
Palestinian group
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Indiavotedinfavourof

a resolution moved by Israel at a
UN body to bar a Palestinian
rights organisation called Shahed being given observer status
at UN institutions, with Israeli
diplomatsdescribingthemoveas
a significant development.
According to the Israeli foreign ministry, the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC)
“overwhelminglyrejected” Shahed’s request to obtain observer
status at UN institutions.
Theresolutioninitiatedbythe
Israeli delegation to the UN was
passed in a 28-14 vote on June 6.
India, the US, the UK, France,
GermanyandJapanwereamong
the28nationsthatvotedinfavour
of the resolution, which was
opposed by Russia, China, Pakistan, Egypt and Morocco.
Therewasnoimmediateword
from the Indian government on
the matter.
On Tuesday, Maya Kadosh,
deputy chief of mission at the
Israeliembassy,tweeted,“Thank
you India for standing with
@IsraelinUN and rejecting the
request of terrorist organization
“Shahed” to obtain the status of
anobserverin#UN.Togetherwe
will continue to act against terrorist organizations that intend
to harm.”
People familiar with developments said Israel considers Shahed an arm of Hamas and the
IslamicJihadMovement,adding
that India’s vote was a good sign
for bilateral relations.
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of GST, note ban may
TPG Capital-Manipal set Impact
be understated: former CEA
to seal deal with Medanta
Asit Ranjan Mishra
n

n

Reliance Group chairman
MINT FILE
Anil Ambani.

ANIL AMBANI
VOWS TO REDUCE
DEBT TO ‘BARE’
MINIMUM
MUMBAI: Embattled Indian
tycoon Anil Ambani pledged to
reduce debt at his infrastructureto-finance conglomerate to a
“bare” minimum, seeking to
bolster investor confidence in an
empire that’s grappling with high
leverage and delayed asset sales.
The Reliance Anil Dhirubhai
Ambani Group has repaid ₹35,000
crore in the past 14 months, an
amount entirely raised through
disposal of assets, Ambani, 60,
told reporters in a rare conference
call on Tuesday without elaborating. His businesses have been
straining since a government
crackdown on bad loans, while his
telecommunications unit is facing
insolvency. “Reliance Group is
committed to meeting all future
debt obligations” and becoming
“capital light, with bare minimal
debt,” Ambani said. He didn’t take
questions from reporters.

New GST return filing plan
to be rolled out from Oct
NEW DELHI: The finance ministry
said on Tuesday the new monthly
goods and services tax (GST)
return filing system will be rolled
out from October. The rollout is
three months behind the schedule. The ministry was originally
targeting a July rollout of the new
return system as mandated by the
GST Council last year. The existing
monthly summary returns
GSTR-3B shall be completely
phased out from January 2020
when the new form ‘GST RET-01’ is
set to replace it, the ministry said
while announcing the roadmap
for ‘Transition plan to the new
GST Return’. The ministry said
businesses will be able to use the
new return filing system on a trial
basis for three months from July
to September.

DHFL clears interest on
NCDs, seeks rating upgrade
BENGALURU: Indian mortgage
lender Dewan Housing Finance
Corp Ltd (DHFL) on Tuesday said it
had cleared interest of ₹961 crore
due on non-convertible debentures, a week after it delayed
payments and fanned fears of a
liquidity crisis. DHFL is part of the
country’s shadow banking sector
which has been struggling since a
series of defaults at lender IL&FS
last year. Last week, rating
agencies Icra and Crisil downgraded DHFL’s commercial paper
to their lowest level after it
missed payments on bonds. The
company also said on Tuesday it
will seek rating upgrades from
agencies now that it had cleared
all its dues on NCDs. In May, DHFL
stopped taking new deposits and
blocked premature withdrawals
following a credit rating downgrade as the National Housing
Bank does not allow firms to raise
deposits if they do not have an
investment grade rating.

Refund unspent balance to
users, Trai tells Tata Tele
NEW DELHI: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) has
directed Tata Teleservices (TTSL)
to refund the unspent balance of
prepaid mobile subscribers and
security deposit of postpaid users
following its surrender of administratively-allocated spectrum
and closure of specific services in
16 circles. Trai noted that under
normal circumstances, the
balance prepaid amount would
have been utilised by subscribers
before porting out their mobile
number. But premature surrender
of spectrum has forced a significant number of CDMA mobile
subscribers of TTSL to either port
out or lose their mobile numbers
and leave behind unspent prepaid
balance in the form of recharge
coupon/plans, security deposit.

DEAL DETAILS Medanta investor Carlyle likely to exit firm through proposed deal
Deborshi Chaki and
Ridhima Saxena
n

deborshi.c@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Buyout firm TPG Capi-

tal and Manipal Hospitals are
set to announce the purchase of
Dr Naresh Trehan’s Medanta
chain of hospitals as soon as
next week, in one of the largest
acquisitions in the Indian
healthcare industry, two people
aware of the development said.
The transaction ascribes an
enterprise value of ₹5,800-6,000
crore to the hospital chain, one
of the two people cited above
said on condition of anonymity.
“The two parties are expected
to sign definitive agreements
soon,” said the person.
Medanta counts private
equity firms Carlyle and Temasek as its investors.
While Carlyle Group
acquired a 27% stake in Medanta’s parent, Global Health, in
2013, Temasek bought an 18%
stake in 2015 from Punj Lloyd
Ltd. Trehan, his family, and
Medanta co-founder Sunil Sachdeva own the rest.
Medanta’s existing investor,
Carlyle, is likely to exit the company through the proposed
transaction, the person added.
Mint reported in February
that Manipal was engaged in a
three-month exclusivity period
with Medanta to conduct due
diligence and negotiations.
Medanta operates hospitals and
clinics across Gurugram, Lucknow, Indore, Ranchi, Kolkata
and Sri Ganganagar.
The combination of TPG Capital and Manipal Group started
exploratory talks with the owners of Medanta in October to buy
a majority stake in the hospital
chain after Malaysia’s IHH
Healthcare Bhd withdrew its

n

Medanta counts private equity firms Carlyle and Temasek as its investors.

THE PROPOSED
TRANSACTION ASCRIBES
AN ENTERPRISE VALUE
OF ₹5,800-6,000 CRORE
TO THE HOSPITAL CHAIN
non-binding
offer.
IHH acquired the hospital
business of crisis-ridden Fortis
Healthcare Ltd in July, outbidding the TPG-Manipal combine.
In March 2018, IHH had valued
Trehan’s hospital chain at
around ₹5,700 crore, Mint
reported.
“We do not comment on market speculation,” a Medanta

spokesperson said in an emailed
response to queries. Text messages sent to Ranjan Pai, promoter
of Manipal Education and Medical Group, did not elicit a
response.
Spokespersons for TPG and
Carlyle declined to comment.
“Temasek does not comment on
market speculation and
rumours,” said a spokesperson
for the company.
TPG invested $146 million in
Manipal Hospitals in 2015 for a
significant minority stake. Temasek also owns a minority stake
in the hospital chain.
TPG-owned healthcare platform Asia Healthcare Holdings
has invested in several health-

›

Earlier this year, there were also substantial upward
revisions to estimates for 2016-17 and 2017-18
which seemed surprising given that they were years
when the short-term impact of two major policy actions—
demonetization and GST—would have been most severe.
ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

and GST,” he added.
Subramanian said the back-series GDP data produced in
December 2018 revised downwards previous estimates of GDP
growth for the period of the UPA
government. “Today, these
changes are being seen as political because of other controversies that have arisen that, in principle, must be distinguished from
the methodological change,” he
added.
Responding to Subramanian’s
paper, the statistics ministry in a
statement said a comparison of
the old and new GDP series is not
amenable to simplistic macroeconometric modelling.
“It may also be seen that the
GDP growth projections brought
out by various national and international agencies are broadly in
line with the estimates released
by the statistics ministry. The
GDP estimates released by the
ministry are based on accepted
procedures, methodologies and
available data and objectively

Shayan Ghosh
n

Yashwant Raj and
Rezaul H Laskar
n

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI: US Presi-

dent Donald Trump has again
raked up the issue of India’s
import tariff on Harley Davidson
motorcycles ahead of a visit by
secretary of state Mike Pompeo
that New Delhi is looking toward
to clear the air on a range of traderelated issues.
In an interview with CBS on
Monday, Trump said his “good
friend” Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had cut the tariff on the
motorcycles by 50% but even this
is “unacceptable”.
His remarks came ahead of his
first meeting with Modi after his
re-election on the margins of the
G20 Summit in Osaka during
June 28-29. They also came ahead
of an India visit by Pompeo on
June 24, when the two sides are
expected to discuss trade issues.
“You look at India, very good
friend of mine, Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi, you take a look
at what they’ve done, 100% tax on
a motorcycle,” Trump said, referring to the import tariff on motorcycles.
“So, when Harley sends over
there, they have 100% tax...They
(India) make a tremendous number of motorcycles – when they
send them in, no tax. I called him.
I said it’s unacceptable,” he
added, referring to a conversation with Modi.
“He (Modi) reduced it by 50%
with one phone call. I said it’s still
unacceptable because it’s 50%
versus nothing. It’s still unac-

n

Trump’s comments come ahead of US secretary of state Mike
Pompeo’s (left) visit to India on June 24.

ceptable. And they’re working on
it,” he said.
India slashed customs duty on
imported motorcycles such as
Harley-Davidson to 50% after
Trump called the tariffs “unfair”
and threatened to increase duties
on imported Indian bikes. Trump
has repeatedly claimed India
imposes “tremendously high”
duties on US goods.
There was no immediate reaction from the Indian side to
Trump’s comments.
India and the US are expected
to have an opportunity to discuss
growing trade tensions that have
emerged as irritants in an otherwise strong relationship when
Pompeo visits New Delhi on June
24, the first stop on a week-long
tour to advance the “shared goal
of a free and open Indo-Pacific”,
the state department said.
This will be the first India visit
by a member of Trump’s cabinet
during Modi’s second term and it

AP FILE

will prepare the grounds for the
meeting between the two leaders
at Osaka.
India will also keep a close eye
on an address by Pompeo at the
India Ideas Summit being organised by the US-India Business
Council in Washington on June
12 as he is expected to preview elements of the future agenda for
cooperation. Pompeo’s visit will
be used to address a whole host of
contentious issues, such as US
sanctions on Iranian oil imports,
the ending of trade benefits under
the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) programme, the
trade deficit and market accessrelated matters, people familiar
with developments in New Delhi
said. The US threat of sanctions
on India’s purchase of the S-400
missile defence system from Russia and future engagements in the
2+2 ministerial dialogue may also
come up during the visit, the people said.

BAC K U P P L A N

Trade war may hand India a bigger bite of the Apple
Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

TAIPEI: Apple Inc. has a backup
plan if the US-China trade war
gets out of hand. The company’s primary manufacturing partner has enough capacity to make all iPhones bound
for the US outside of China if
necessary, according to a senior executive at Hon Hai Precision Industry Co. The Taiwanese contract manufacturer now makes most of the
smartphones in the Chinese
mainland. China is a crucial
cog in Apple’s business, the
origin of most of its iPhones
and iPads as well as its largest
international market. But US
President Donald Trump has

NEWDELHI: India’s statistics ministry likely underestimated the
impact of demonetization and the
rollout of goods and services tax
(GST) on economic activity, leading to an overestimation of gross
domestic product (GDP) figures,
the finance ministry’s former
chief economic adviser Arvind
Subramanian has said.
On January 31, the statistics
ministry had raised its growth
estimates for 2016-17, the year of
demonetization, to 8.2% from
7.1%, thus making it the year with
the fastest economic growth
under the previous government.
Similarly, data for 2017-18 during
which GST was implemented was
revised upward to 7.2% from 6.6%
estimated earlier.
“Earlier this year, there were
also substantial upward revisions to estimates for 2016-17 and
2017-18 which seemed surprising
given that they were years when
the short-term impact of two
major policy actions —demonetization and GST—would have
been most severe,” Subramanian
wrote in his latest working paper
published on the Harvard University website.
“Real GVA (gross value added)
growth for the informal sector
are based on and proxied by the
IIP, which is mostly composed of
formal sector firms. The informal
sector accounts for 30% of manufacturing GVA and hence about
5% of overall GVA. This proxy
might be reasonable in normal
times. But it likely overestimated
growth during a period when
major policy actions—demonetization and GST—disproportionately impacted the informal sector,” Subramanian wrote in his
working paper.
“For example, in 2017 and 2018,
IIP manufacturing growth registered positive growth of 3.3% and
5.3%, respectively. But most
likely, the informal sector registered negative growth in these
years because of demonetization

measure the contribution of various sectors in the economy,” it
added. Subramanian published a
summary of his paper in The
Indian Express on Tuesday in
which he claimed through crosscountry comparison that India’s
GDP may have actually expanded
between 3.5-5.5% during 2011-12
to 2016-17 post the new methodology to calculate GDP, instead of
the reported average of 6.9% for
these years.
However, curiously, Subramanian in his statistical analysis
avoided including data for the
demonetisation and GST years.
“We do not use this new series
because we want to focus on the
methodological changes and estimates that predated the controversies of 2018 and 2019. It is
worth emphasizing that should
these latest estimates be used, the
magnitude of over-estimation of
GDP growth for the post-2011
period would be even greater
(than 2.5 percentage points),”
Subramanian wrote.

India’s 50% import tariff on Moody’s puts Yes Bank rating under review
Harleys unacceptable: Trump

COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

n
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care companies, including
India’s second-largest network
of in vitro fertilization centres,
Nova Fertility.
US-based private equity firm
Carlyle Group owns 27% in
Gurugram-based Medanta,
which was founded in 2009.
Singapore’s Temasek Holdings Pte. has 18% while Trehan,
his family and Medanta
co-founder Sunil Sachdeva own
the rest.
In 2013, Carlyle had acquired
a 27% stake in Global Health
Pvt. Ltd, which owns, manages
and operates Medanta, while
Temasek bought its 18% stake in
Global Health in 2015 from Punj
Lloyd Ltd.

asit.m@livemint.com
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A file photo of an Apple store.

threatened Beijing with new
tariffs on about $300 billion
worth of Chinese goods.
Hon Hai, known also as Foxconn, is the American giant’s
most important manufactur-

BLOOMBERG

ing partner. It will fully support Apple if it needs to adjust
its production as the US-Chinese trade spat gets grimmer
and more unpredictable,
board nominee and semicon-

ductor division chief Young
Liu told an investor briefing in
Taipei on Tuesday.
“25% of our production
capacity is outside of China
and we can help Apple
respond to its needs in the US
market,” said Liu, adding that
investments are now being
made in India for Apple. “We
have enough capacity to meet
Apple’s demand.”
Apple has not given Hon
Hai instructions to move production out of China, but it is
capable of moving lines elsewhere according to customers’ needs, Liu added. It’s
unclear if India will ever
become a major production
base for Apple’s marquee
device.

shayan.g@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Moody’s Investors Service on Tuesday placed Yes Bank
Ltd’s Ba1 foreign currency issuer
rating under review for a downgrade.
The credit rating agency said
the review takes into account the
ongoing liquidity pressures on
Indian finance companies, which
may negatively impact the credit
profile of Yes Bank, given its sizeable exposure to weak companies
in the sector.
“In addition, Yes Bank had 7%
direct exposure to the commercial and residential real estate
sector as of the same date, which
is also under pressure, because
liquidity conditions have worsened for the real estate sector,
just like with the HFCs and
NBFCs,” said Moody’s.

Jet Airways’
pilots union to
move NCLT over
salary payment
Rhik Kundu and
Jayshree P Upadhyay
n

rhik.k@livemint.com

MUMBAI : The pilots union of Jet
Airways (India) Ltd will file a plea
against the grounded airline at
the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for non-payment of
salaries and not providing a provision for gratuity payment to its
staff, two senior members of the
union said.
The union, the National Aviators Guild (NAG), counted about
1,100 of the airline’s 1,600 pilots as
its members before the grounding of the carrier. “We (NAG) will
file a plea at Mumbai’s NCLT
early next week,” said one of the
two people, requesting anonymity.
“The airline hasn’t paid us salaries since January. Also, they
haven’t made any provisions for
gratuity, which needs to be
addressed by the court.”
Jet Airways, which stopped its
operations in April after running
out of cash, has not paid salaries
to its senior employees, including
pilots, engineers and senior management, since January.
“While some pilots have
landed themselves jobs at other
airlines, there are several pilots,
especially junior pilots, who have
found it difficult to get jobs,” said
the second person cited above,
adding that NCLT may well be a
last-ditch effort to recover dues.

n

Yes Bank managing director and CEO Ravneet Gill.

In April, the bank had classified about ₹10,000 crore of its
exposures, representing 4.1% of
its total loans under its stressed
assets watch list. The rating
agency says this could translate
into non-performing loans over

MINT FILE

the next 12 months.
“Taking into account the
bank’s own disclosure of the
stressed book, as well as Moody’s
expectation of stress in the Indian
housing finance company (HFC),
non-banking financial company

(NBFC) and real estate sectors,
Moody’s expects significant pressure on the bank’s asset quality
and therefore profitability and
capital position,” it said.
Nevertheless, the impact will
be somewhat cushioned by the
bank’s proactive loan loss provisioning for anticipated stress, it
added.
During the 2018-19, the bank
made loan loss provisions of
about 20% for the loans on the
watch list.
“The bank’s weak performance in fiscal 2019 led to its capital, as measured by the common
equity tier 1 ratio, falling to 8.4%
from 9.7% in fiscal 2018. The
bank’s board has approved up to
$1 billion equity capital raise. If
Yes Bank cannot raise the capital,
its loss-absorbing capacity and
therefore financial profile will be
under pressure,” said Moody’s.

Cut taxes to boost investment,
growth, Kirloskar tells centre
Shreya Nandi
n

shreya.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Confederation of

Indian Industries (CII) has called
upon the government to lower a
broad range of taxes to encourage
equity investments by both individuals as well as corporates.
CII president Vikram Kirloskar said while a strong government gives confidence and boosts
investment sentiment, bringing
India back on the high growth trajectory will require rationalization of taxes, with special emphasis on equity creation.
“There is a debt overhang. One
cannot grow GDP (gross domestic
product) on debt alone. We have
to encourage equity and grow the
equity,” Kirloskar said in an
interview.
He sought lowering of various
types of taxes such as corporate
tax and capital gains tax.
“Our request to the government is to look at reduction in tax
on equity and not to do anything
that will sentimentally hurt
equity growth. If you are talking
about reaching 8-10% GDP
growth, we have to make equity
highly viable. That is what will
encourage people to invest,” Kirloskar said.
The comments of the business
lobby group’s chief come at a time
when India grew at its slowest
pace in five years at 5.8% in the
March quarter. The growth rate
during 2018-19 slowed to 6.8%
from 7.2% a year earlier. Besides,
the banking regulator said last
week that a sharp slowdown in
investment and moderation in

CII president Vikram Kirloskar.
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private consumption is a matter
of concern.
Since January, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has cut
benchmark interest rates three
times by a cumulative 75 basis
points, a move to ease lending
rates and boost consumption.
However, banks are yet to fully
transmit the rate cuts to retail
consumers.
Keeping with the trend of an
economic slowdown, domestic
automobile sales have also been
on a decline in the past few
months. Kirloskar, who is also
vice chairman of Toyota Kirloskar Motor, said one of the reasons
behind the fall in automobile
sales is financing costs and the
liquidity squeeze in non-banking
financial companies. The Lok
Sabha polls also impacted car
sales as potential buyers deferred
purchases. “Secondly, there is
also some structural change.
Metro traffic has increased
across the country. It (metro) was
only in two cities. Now, it is all

across the country. Shared
mobility has increased dramatically…That could be having a
structural affect, which is good
for the country,” he said.
At a time when the government could not meet its direct tax
collection target for 2018-19, Kirloskar believes that there is still
scope for a lowering of corporate
taxes in the federal budget that
will be presented by finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
July 5.
“The only reason we are talking about corporate tax reduction
and saying 18% with zero exemptions because we see it as revenue
neutral. So, it may not affect the
overall collection,” he said, adding the reduction in tax could be
gradual. On indirect taxes, Kirloskar said he expects rationalization of rates under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) with
fewer items on the bottom and top
tax slabs. Without naming the
items, he said more items could
come under the ambit of GST.
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Emerging avenues in
Here’swhystudenthousingis
likelytocostmoreinIndiainfuture podcasting in India
Gautam Raj Anand

RISE Nearly 37 million students are pursuing higher education in India, of this an estimated 11 million migrant
students seek accommodation and change in demography as well as market models suggests price hikes
Vivina Vishwanathan
n

vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The cost of education

has been skyrocketing across
the country. Both health-care
and education tend to see double
digit inflation every year.
To add to the education cost,
in the next couple of years you
will witness a steep rise in the
cost of student accommodation
as well.
According to real estate consultant JLL, there are nearly 37
million students pursuing
higher education in India, of
this an estimated 11 million
migrant students seek accommodation.
Only one-third of these students are accommodated in
campus hostels provided by the
institutions while the remaining 7 million have opted for, and
consequently, fuelled the
growth of informal housing
models.
Considering the demography
of the country, the demand for
student housing is set to rise. In
order to fulfil the demand,
developer and investors are
looking at organised studenthousing segment.
Let’s take a look at the organised student accommodation
category and how it will impact
your money.
ORGANISED STUDENT
HOUSING
Developers and investors are
taking cue from the demand for
student housing in higher education.
“Most of the organised student housing companies are
aggregators of residential housing around the campus. There
are only a few who have the
vision to focus on purpose-led
accommodation which is prevalent in countries such as the US,
the UK and Australia,” said
Vijay Rajagopalan, head-alternatives, JLL India.
Purpose-built student
accommodation (PBSA), housing specifically built for students by real estate companies
and student living are a newer
concept in India.

n

Parents are willing to pay more for better amenities in student housing facilities

OPERATORS ARE
DRIVING STUDENTS TO
ORGANISED LIVING
WHERE THE PRODUCT IS
STANDARDISED AND
BETTER THAN THE
EXISTING MODEL
An alternative for hostels and
paying guest accommodation,
PBSA and student living have
better amenities in place.
“Operators are driving students to organised living where
the product is standardised and
better than the existing model,”
said Rajagopalan.
Companies such as Stanza
Living, Oxfordcaps, Zolostays,
Yourspace and Placio offer
organised student living.

COST OF BETTER
AMENITIES
Real estate consultants believe
that the parents will pay more
for better amenities. “You can’t
start at a price point beyond the
unorganised market. However,
once the parents see quality,
hygiene and safety, they will be
willing to pay more.
In a paper titled Future of
India Real Estate-deciphering
the mid-term perspective
report, conducted by JLL and
FICCI, it was noted that majority of student housing is operated in the mid-premium category with an average cost of ₹1.5
lakh per annum.
Compared with a hostel, the
price of PBSA will be higher. For
instance, the hostel in Delhi
North Campus will cost around
₹50,000 per annum whereas a
double occupancy will cost over

Course on digital mindsets at IIM-C
IIMCalcuttahasrolledoutaLong
Duration Programme on Competing on Digital Mindsets .
TheProgrammeaimstoequip
participants with the ability to
thinkabouttechnologyandbusiness differently – such that they
can re-wire client organizations
enabling themtobecome agilein
technology and business, and
redesign organization and business processes with a digital
mindset and outlook.
Theone-year programmewill
focus on the following modules OntologyoftheDigitalShift,CognitiveToolsfortheDigitalWorld,
Competences and Skills for the
Digital Landscape and Organizing and Executing for Digital
Business. It has been designed

with the belief that the most
robusttalentintheITSectorshall
compete not merely on the basis
of digital technologies, digital
capabilities,ordigitalexperience
but, more importantly, on the
basisofacarefullycultivateddigital mindset.
The programme which starts
inJuly2019willhaveonesession
of three hours every week for a
periodof11months.Thesessions
will be delivered through Direct
to Desktop mode. Participants
willbeengagedinthecurriculum
through lectures, case studies,
experientiallearning,anintegrative capstone project along with
guestlecturesfrompractitioners.
Studentswillchooseaprojectrelevanttotheirdomains.Theeligi-

bility for enrolling in the programme is work experience of at
least 7 years after graduation.
Professors Priya Seetharaman
and Rahul Roy, Management
Information Systems Groupwill
bespearheadingtheprogramme.
The course is ideal for programme managers, executive
managers, relationship managers, business consultants and
technologyprofessionals.Seetharaman said, “Gone are the days
when ITprofessionals wereonly
expected to develop, implement
and maintain IT applications.
The CDM program aims to provideparticipantswiththetechnical, business and soft skills to
achieve this transformation.”
HTC

₹1.5 lakh per annum.
“You can’t compare hostel
fees as it is hugely subsidised by
the government,” said Anindya
Dutta, co-founder, Stanza Living.
INVESTORS TO BENEFIT
According to experts, the yield
on the organised student housing assets is significantly
higher.
“The yield in say North Campus, Delhi, property would typically be 2.5-3%. In case of student housing concept, the yield
would go up to 6.5-7%,” said
Dutta.
“You are creating a pool of
assets for high-net worth individuals and it becomes good
diversification from the yield
perspective. Also for most
aggregators it is asset light.
Unlike other commercial real

MINT/FILE

assets, your asset is not in the
top eight cities. Markets such as
Jaipur Indore and tier 2 cities
are also large consumers of student housing,” said Prateek
Pant, head of products and solutions, Sanctum Wealth Management.
WHAT DOES IT
MEAN FOR YOU?
If you are planning to send your
child for higher education to
another city, you may spend
more on the accommodating
besides the cost of education.
The supply of hostels and paying guests is likely to be lower
than the demand.
Hence, you might need to
look for alternatives. It would be
prudent to keep a tab on the
changing market and plan your
finances to meet your child’s
higher education need.

n
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On 31 May, the draft National
Education Policy (NEP) developed by a committee chaired by
K. Kasturirangan was shared by
the ministry of human resource
development (MHRD) for public
comment.Acomprehensiveeducation policy for India is on the
anvil for the first time since 1986.
Many fundamentals of education are normative or are
founded in human psychology.
Changes on these are naturally
gradual, if at all. But the transformative changes on almost all
other matters in India and the
world since 1986, and the fact
that every aspect of education in
India today demands urgent
action, call for such a comprehensive national policy as a priority.
I am a member of the drafting
committee of the NEP. This piece
and a few subsequent ones will
offer glimpses of the policy. This
article is sort of a teaser or
trailer.
There are eight highlights of
the NEP below. These are
selected to offer a sense of some
key aspects of the document. But
no such selection can give an

adequate picture of the comprehensive and well-integrated document that it is.
One, early childhood care and
education: High-quality early
childhood care and education
will be provided for all children
between the ages of 3 and 6 by
2025. This will be done within
institutions such as schools and
anganwadis, which would have
a mandate to take care of the
overall well-being of the child—
nutritional, health, and education. These institutions will also
provide similar support to families for children younger than
three years of age—within their
homes. The criticality of brain
development in the early years
has become clear in the past few
decades; this policy will result in
a massive positive multiplier
effect on society.
Two, ensuring foundational
literacy and numeracy: Every
student will start achieving ageappropriate foundational literacy and numeracy by 2025. A
slew of programmes and measures are articulated for this purpose. This is aimed at the basic
issue facing our education system today—of students not being
able to read, write and do elementary math.

Three, transformed curricular and pedagogical structure for
school education: The curriculum and pedagogical structures
will be designed anew to be
appropriate and effective, based
on children’s cognitive and
socio-emotional development.
The curriculum will be integrated and flexible with equal
emphasis on all subjects and
fields. There will be no separation of curricular, co-curricular
or extra-curricular areas—with
all in a single category of equal
importance. Vocational and academic streams will be integrated
and offered to all students.
Examination systems will be
radically changed to assess real
learning, make them stress-free,
and aim for improvement
instead of the passing of judgements.
Four, universal access and
retention in schools: All Indians
between ages 3 and 18 to be in
school by 2030. The Right to Education Act will be extended from
pre-school to class XII.
Five, teachers at the centre:
The profession of teaching, and
so teachers, will be at the centre
of the education system, focused
on the student and educational
aims. All schools will be fully
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From millennials and baby
boomers to kids and senior citizens, podcasts have become a
favouritewayofconsumingcontent today primarily for being
entertainingandinsightfulatthe
same time. They are a blend of
knowledgeandinformationfrom
innumerabledisciplinesmotivating the minds featuring talks
from experts on subjects such as
arts, society and culture, education, travel, religion & spirituality, healthcare, food, science etc.
By eliminating the chaos of
video ads and pop-ups, podcast
platformsarebringingtheattention of the audience to the core of
the content without any distractions.
Essentially,thepodcastmovement is generating a nation of
great listeners and introducing
them to solitary yet enjoyable
experiences. However, podcasting is a two-way lane.
RISE OF BIG PLAYERS
For a country that has observed
generations grow and nurture
while consuming radio content,
audio on demand (AOD) content
isamediumwithimmensepotential, driven by better data speeds
and deeper internet penetration
within the country.
Thishascreatedacompetitive
space with numerous audio content aggregators and podcastbased content providers making
their way into it with exclusive
content. They are offering a
diverse collection of audio contenttotheaudiences.Whilesome
apps are joining hands with podcast companies to publish their
exclusive content, others are
financing and producing their
ownpodcastswithanintentionto
differentiate themselves from
other apps.
New-age AOD platforms are
implementing state-of-the-art
technology solutions such as AI
andmachinelearningtocustomiseandcuratecontentofferingsto
theirlisteners,andhaveaccumulated a vast and rich collection of
audiocontentbyIndiancreators.
FromthetalesofPanchatantra
to stories by modern writers in
Indianlanguagesandsongsfrom
the indie music culture, such
platforms are plugging the gap
between audiences and storytellers in the most cost-effective
manner. In fact, they are provid-

n

Storytellers are now actively leveraging digital tools.

ing all the assistance needed in
the making and distribution of a
podcast to the independent creatorshavingthebestofideas,helping them establish an audience
base from across the country.
As digital media succeeds in
bringing the medium of storytelling back in vogue through the
conceptof‘podcasts’,thishasalso
led to an emergence of talented
voices from across the country.
Potential storytellers are now
actively leveraging technology
and digital media tools to opt for
the unconventional career path
of podcasting, thereby seeking
monetization opportunities.
Thewidespreadacceptanceof
digital audio content even in the
remotestofregionscanprimarily
be attributed to the ease of using
mobiledevices, increasingpenetrationoftheinternetconstantly
enhancing digital literacy.
Moreover,asaudioshowsconsume relatively lesser mobile
data and battery, content can be
easily accessed even in distant
rural areas to a much wider base
of people. This has led to an
increasingdemandforconsumption of vernacular content. Considering this accelerating
demand,storytellersfromacross
the country too are voicing out
their stories in their preferred
vernacular languages. Today, a
significant portion of the AOD
contentisavailableinvernacular
languages like Hindi, Telugu,
Marathi, Tamil, Punjabi, Bengali, Assamese, Rajasthani and
Bhojpuri, among many others,
whichimprovestheunderstandingabilityforthelisteners,while
also making it literacy agnostic,
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unlike reading and sometimes
even video. While podcasting
may seem like a solitary game, it
isactuallyanincrediblycommunity-drivenmediumthatcanhelp
thelistenersengagewiththelikes
of social spheres like new mothers, LGBTs, startup entrepreneurs, etc.
STARTING PODCASTING
AS A PART-TIME CAREER
Even though the idea of being a
storyteller for a living may be a
fascinating career option, not
manyareabletoproduceprofitable podcast content at the initial
stages. Instead of losing sleep
over it, one can pursue podcasting as a part-time profession
alongwithregularjobs.Thiswill
give them the time to focus more
on cultivating engaging content
for the listeners than generating
revenue.A podcaster basically
needs a unique combination of
original and intriguing content
and gripping oratory skills, to
become a rage.
With podcasting platforms
emergingasablessingindisguise
fortheindependentcontentcreators, assisting them through the
entireprocessofproduction,leveragingtechnologytoensurethe
processfromideationtodistribution is as hiccup free as possible,
andultimatelymonetizationand
distribution, the future seem
brightfortheaudiostorytellersto
createpersonalconnectionswith
theirdesiredlisteners acrossthe
country and even beyond.
The author is Founder & CEO, Hubhopper, a podcasting and audio on demand
(AOD) platform

HRD ministry calls state education ministers
meet on 22 June to curb Hindi imposition noise
Prashant K Nanda
n

prashant.n@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Following the Hindi

language imposition controversy, the union government is
calling a meeting of the state education ministers in the third
week of June to deliberate on the
draft education policy.
After a several rounds of
meeting on issues ranging from
higher education reform, to technology adoption in education,
the human resource development (HRD) ministry Thursday

decided to call the state education ministers where it will
present all the important recommendations in the draft education policy report.
Southern states were up in
arms against a clause in the draft
policy that suggested making
Hindi learning compulsory
along with English and a
regional language.
The constant protest forced
HRD ministry to drop the Hindi
learning clause and clarified
that the draft will undergo at
least two rounds of review before

Glimpses of the much-awaited NEP 2019
Anurag Behar

n

resourced with teachers—with
working conditions for an energetic work culture. No “temporary” teachers will be allowed;
all positions will be filled with
competent and qualified teachers.
A development-oriented performance management system
will be put in place. The teacher
education system will be transformed, with rigorous teacher
preparation through a four-year
integrated stage and subject-specific programmes offered only in
multi-disciplinary institutions.
Six, new institutional architecture for higher education:
India’s current 800 universities
and over 40,000 colleges will be
consolidated into about
10,000-15,000 institutions of
excellence to drive improvement
in quality and expansion of
capacity. This architecture will
have only large multi-disciplinary institutions, with significant
investment. Three types of
higher education institutions
will be there: Type 1 universities
focused on research but also
teaching all programmes, undergrad to doctoral; Type 2 universities focused on teaching all programmes while also conducting
research and; Type 3 colleges

focused on teaching undergrad
programmes.Alltypeswill grant
their own degrees. There will be
no system of university affiliations.
Seven, high-quality liberal
education: All undergraduate
education will be broad-based
liberal education that integrates
the rigorous study of sciences,
arts, humanities, mathematics
and vocational and professional
fields with choices offered to students.
Imaginative and flexible curricula will develop critical thinking, creative abilities and other
fundamental capacities. Multiple exit and entry points will be
offered, with appropriate certification after one, two, three and
four years of study. There will be
a four-year undergraduate programme available in addition to
three-year programmes.
Eight, there will be a substantial increase in public investment to expand and vitalize public education at all levels.
Vibrant high quality and equitable public education must be
the bedrock of Indian society.
The author is CEO of Azim Premji
Foundation and also leads sustainability
initiatives for Wipro Ltd
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THE STATE EDUCATION
MINISTERS MEET WILL
TRY TO BUILD
CONSENSUS IN REFORM
CLAUSE IN THE DRAFT
going to the cabinet for final
approval.
“In keeping with the principle
of flexibility, students who wish
to change one or more of the
three languages they are studying may doso in Grade 6 or Grade

7, so long as they are able to still
demonstrate proficiency in three
languages (including one language at the literature level) in
their modular Board Examinations some time during secondary school,” said the revised
draft policy.
The original draft prepared by
a committee headed by space scientist K. Kasturirangan had
mentioned that the study of languages by students “in the nonHindi speaking states would
include the regional language,
Hindi and English.”

The state education ministers
meet on 22 June is a step in that
direction and will try to build
consensus in reform clause in
the draft report.
The relook by the HRD ministry came after political leaders
including Karnataka chief minister H.D. Kumaraswamy, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, Congress leader and former finance
minister P. Chidambaram as
well as DMK president M.K. Stalin, warned against the forced
imposition of Hindi in school syllabi in southern states.

HC seeks Centre, DU’s stand on plea
challenging new admission norms
Press Trust of India
n
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NEWDELHI: The Delhi High Court
Monday sought to know the
stand of the Centre and the
Delhi University on a plea challenging its new admission
norms for undergraduate
courses.
The court said there is arbitrariness in how criteria were
amended just a day before opening of registration for admission.
The plea by lawyer Charanpal Singh Bagri claimed that the
varsity’s decision to amend the
criteria at the last moment was
in violation of the principle of
natural justice.
The DU commenced registration for admission on May 30. It
will close on June 14.
The court has asked the
Human Resource Development
Ministry, represented by advocate Brajesh Kumar, and the
varsity to file their replies to the
plea by June 14, the next date of
hearing.
Students have been caught
unaware as the eligibility criteria for some courses have been
changed.
Till last year, if a student had
50 per cent in Mathematics, he
or she could apply for BA (Hons)
in Economics, but this year the

n

The petition has sought that students be allowed to apply as per the
earlier criteria

subject has been made mandatory for ‘Best of Four’, which
means Maths has to be part of
the top four subjects, aggregate
of which will be considered for
the admission.
Similarly, BCom (Honours)
required a student to have
passed Mathematics/Business
Mathematics with an aggregate
of 45 per cent marks as a mandatory requirement.
This year, the criteria has
been tweaked which mandates
that a student should have 50
per cent or more marks in Mathematics/Business Mathematics
and an aggregate of 60 per cent
with number of new conditionalities attached.

The petition has sought
quashing of the amended eligibility criteria and that students
be allowed to apply as per the
earlier criteria.
According to news reports,
members of the Academic and
Executive councils of the Delhi
University had recently written
to the vice-chancellor to reverse
the changes brought in the eligibility criteria for various
courses, describing them as
“arbitrary” and “unwarranted”.
The letter had urged the
vice-chancellor to restore the
earlier criteria for this academic session on an “urgent
basis”.
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Galgotias University: Miles
ahead in Campus Placements

n

Galgotias University is renowned for its modernized campus

GREATER NOIDA : Galgotias University moves ahead proudly with
record placements this year.
The highlights of campus
placements for this year are :
90% of students from B. Tech,
CSE/IT, 71% of students from all
the branches of B. TECH and 92%
of students from MBA received
their job offers.
The present placement season
for Galgotias University came
with great enthusiasm, where
within the first 15 days, students
secured 1000+ job offers.
The employers mainly being
MNCs like Infosys, Cognizant,
Wipro and TCS.
Apart from this, 34% of the
students received multiple job
offers as well. Students of Galgotias University got the opportunity to participate in the process
of hiring with more than 400
companies like Sonalika Tractors, Ashok Leyland, Samsung
R&D, Amazon, UltraTech

THE STUDENTS OF
GALGOTIAS UNIVERSITY
ARE NURTURED BY
HIGHLY EXPERIENCED
FACULTIES AND
STUDENTS ARE OFFERED
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Cement, VIVO Mobiles, PNB
Housing, ICICI Bank, IndusInd
Bank, Havells, Future Group,
Flipkart, Ericsson, LG Electronics and many more.
90% of the students pursuing
their studies receive their placement in sectors like Hotel Management, Logistics & Supply
Chain Management, Law and
Pharmacy.
Galgotias University is
pledged in pursuit of its student’s
bright career and success.
Towards this mission, Galgotias

University has tied up with companies like Infosys, Cognizant,
Wipro, Ericsson, Tech Mahindra, and other corporates.
Galgotias University is working towards “Professional
Skills” and creating “Global Professionals”.
Galgotias University is
renowned for its modernized
campus, strategic learning and
global conduct. With modern
facilities, the learning environment is designed in a way, which
promises to turn students into
Global Corporate Personality.
The students of Galgotias University are nurtured by highly
experienced faculties and provides equal, fair and optimal
opportunities of placements.
Students are trained not only in
academics but also in personality development & soft skills.
Galgotias University provide
best of the best career opportunities for their students.

Engineering physics course at IIT Mandi
NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of
Technology Mandi is launching a
new BTech programme in engineering physics from the next
academic year. The programme

is being offered jointly by School
of Basic Sciences, School of Computing and Electrical Engineering and the School of Engineering
at IIT Mandi. The core course will

cover basic areas in physics such
as quantum mechanics, condensed matter physics, as well as
feature basic courses in maths
HTC
and engineering.
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‘Live’ learning can lead to better scores
Vamsi Krishna
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

Each year, May is the most critical month for students across the
country. The mood in most
Indian households is of anxiousness, anticipation and hope that
the results will do justice to the
tireless nights of exam preparation.
Performance in board exams is
the ultimate badge – a steppingstone towards pursuing higher
studies in an esteemed college of
a student’s choice. Students and
parents invest their time, money,
and energy towards ensuring
that no stone is left unturned.
Exam
Preparation for 10th and 12th
standards need effort and hard
work throughout the year, and
there’s a lot to grasp and demonstrate through one exam. The
results for both CBSE, ICSE AND
ISC this year reflect the relentless
efforts and hard work of our students across India who have
given their 100% to come out with
flying colours.
There has been an exponential
rise in the adoption towards
e-learning in the last two years.
This positive phenomenon is due
to myriad reasons. Due to busy
work schedules, parents find it
difficult to focus on their children’s’ academic needs.
Hence, the personalized system of tuition prevails everywhere. The situation has also led
to the high demand of tutors.
Owing to technological
advancements, learning has
become a fun and engaging experience. Technology is all pervasive. It has made the complicated
simpler; and the mundane more

exciting. Learning too is increasingly driven through technology
and due to its obvious features
and benefits versus traditional
learning methods, students and
parents are more open and
attracted to the wonders of
e-learning. If we glance back, a lot
has changed in the way a student
consumes knowledge and learns
from it. Today, LIVE and interactive platforms are giving students
the much-needed boost to achieve
examination success. Thanks to
e-learning platforms, learners
from the remotest part of the
country today have access to best
quality teachers and content, at a
very affordable price or at no cost
at all.
But this is just the tip of the iceberg. The main feature is that of
LIVE and interactive learning
sessions, which offers huge scope
towards personalisation, as per
the student’s potential and needs.
Hence there have been many takers for LIVE and interactive
amongst students across the
country.LIVE and interactive
platforms cater to the better
assimilation and application of
concepts throughout the year,
with the end goal of examination
success.
The use of Artificial Intelligence has a big role to play in the
personalisation of learning. Personalized learning algorithms
(AI) are built to bring measurability in the learning process and
predictability in learning outcome improvement.
Vedantu, through its platform,
generates comprehensive learning data of student’s interaction
and engagement, Live in the
Class and through online testing
and assessment post Live Class.

We have developed Patented
algorithms (AI) which gives us
tremendous capability to draw
insights about every student’s
learning progress. These insights
then enable Vedantu’s Academic
Mentors to do corrective interventions on each child to ensure
predictable learning outcome

improvement.
Currently, the coaching (offline) market in India is a USD 60
billion market. According to a
report by KPMG, the Indian
online education industry will
grow from 1.6 million users in
2016 to 9.6 million users by 2021.
Adoption of platforms like

Vedantu has helped students stay
focused on their end objective
When it comes to factors like
flexibility, affordability, availability and specialisation, LIVE
and interactive e-learning is the
answer to examination success.
The author is CEO & Co-Founder,
Vedantu
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100%*OF OUR
STUDENTS GET
INTERNATIONAL
EXPOSURE AT
TOP RANKED
UNIVERSITIES
BML Munjal University (BMU) founded by the promoters of Hero Group, is
focused on creating 21st century environment for learning and development.
BMU has partnered with leading International Universities to prepare students
for a Global Career with International Immersion modules.
Programmes

Immersion with Global University Partners

University of Warwick

B.Tech
B.Sc Economics (Hons)
BBA
BBA LLB (Hons)

London School of Economics
and Political Science

BA LLB (Hons)

Imperial College London

MBA

Academic Partners

ADMISSIONS OPEN
Up to 100% Scholarship for meritorious students
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‘Hardik’s knock
will send shivers
down the spines’

DhawaninjurysetsIndiaback
BODY BLOW Left-handed opener, who hit a century against Australia, may miss the next two games due to hand injury
HT@
WORLD CUP

Press Trust of India
n

ADITYA IYER
NOTTINGHAM: “The team manage-

ment has decided that Shikhar
Dhawan will continue to be in
England and his progress will be
monitored” was the only official
update on the opening batsman’s injury from the Indian
camp on Tuesday.
The statement did not reveal
the nature of the injury or the
result of the scan he had undergone earlier in the day in Leeds.
Equally ambiguous were the
source-based reports of just how
long Dhawan is expected to be
ruled out of action—some
claimed two matches and others
supposed three weeks.
Facts about possibly the most
important thumb in Nottingham were few and far between
two days before India take on
New Zealand at Trent Bridge.
But what wasn’t vague was how
the damage was caused and the
extent of chaos it is about to
cause in the Indian dressing
room as this young World Cup
gets older.
During India’s second game
of the campaign, against Australia at the Oval on Sunday, Pat
Cummins ran in to commence
the ninth over of the innings and
the match. First ball, the ball
shot up from a good length and
smacked an evasive Dhawan in
the gloves. If he knew it was bad
instantly then Dhawan did well
not to show it. Next ball he took
a single and only then did
Dhawan signal to the dressing
room that his hand needed
attention.
THE AGONY
A ball later, Dhawan’s thumb
was cared for by Patrick Farhart, India’s experienced
physio. But as soon as Farhart
exited the field, Dhawan was
wincing in pain again as he took
his left hand off the bat handle to
work the ball for a run. Farhart
was back on the field and opened
a can of magic spray. It worked,
for Dhawan scored 93 runs after
first sustaining his injury. But
when he didn’t take the field for
the entirety of India’s bowling
innings, Dhawan had in turn
opened for his management a
can of worms.
The conundrum in the Indian
dressing room is easy enough to
spot but terribly hard to diagnose. If India names a replace-

n

Shikhar Dhawan was hit ‘on the back of his left hand between the thumb and index finger’ during Sunday’s match against Australia.

ment for Dhawan then he cannot participate in this World
Cup even after his thumb recovers (unless someone else gets
injured) and that, of course, is a
dent to India’s key strengths in
this World Cup: a stable opening
pair.
Dhawan and Rohit Sharma
have after all opened for India in
every ICC major since the 2013
Champions Trophy. And this is
a big reason why they are the
first two centurions for India in
the World Cup and why the team
have convincingly won both
their matches so far.
But the consequences of not
naming a timely replacement
could be just as ruinous for
India’s middle-order. During
the warm-ups, India found an
eleventh-hour solution to their
long-running No.4 problem in
KL Rahul.
An opener by profession,
Rahul will now be asked to fill in
for Dhawan at the top. But then

the only available replacement
in India’s present squad to fill
Rahul’s void in the middle is
Vijay Shankar, who at the international level has not played too
many matches, and none of
them higher than No.5 in the
batting order.
CATCH 22 SITUATION
The second scenario could get
even more catastrophic if
Dhawan doesn’t heal soon
enough.
If no replacement is named in
the current hope that Dhawan
recovers by the end of the group
stages and he doesn’t, India’s
most reliable match winner
Virat Kohli will bear the brunt
of it—he will then be sandwiched between an unstable
middle-order below him and a
relatively inexperienced opening pair above.
The Indian team management, however, has apparently
come up with the best solution

REUTERS PHOTO

to a nasty problem.
Sources have told this newspaper that Rishabh Pant will be
flown in on the earliest possible
flight to England as a cover for
Dhawan, but won’t yet be
named as a replacement. Pant
will be on stand-by as the medical team keeps Dhawan under
observation. If he shows signs of
recovery, Pant will be just
another Indian who came to
England to watch the World
Cup.
It isn’t an ideal scenario but it
is the only way to keep the door
ajar on both a possible recovery
and a timely replacement. Mick
Jagger, who incidentally
watched Dhawan cop the blow
from a suite in the Oval, once
summed up India’s current predicament perfectly in a Rolling
Stones song with these words—
“You can’t always get what you
want. But if you try sometime
you might find, you get what you
need.”

STRONG BACKUP
“When they (India) get off to
solid opening partnership, as
they did against Australia, they
then have the luxury of seeing
Virat Kohli orchestrate the
remainder of the innings,”
Waugh wrote.
Praising veteran MS Dhoni
who hit a 14-ball 27, Waugh said:
“The cunning and sheer brilliance of MS Dhoni rarely fails to
deliver and again he timed his
assault on Australia to post a 350
plus target.
“Australia will be disappointed that they missed some
crucial chances in the field and
their bowling was at times loose
and not as disciplined as
expected.”

n
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TAUNTON: Mohammad Amir will

Hardik Pandya’s on-field expressions seem to have been inspired by Yuvraj Singh. On learning
about Yuvraj’s retirement, the India all-rounder tweeted, “I’ll miss your hilarious expressions on
the pitch Yuvi Paa. Have a happy retirement. You’ve earned it.”
HARDIK PANDYA / TWITTER

shortstories

LONDON: The ICC on Tuesday refused
to change the controversial ‘zing’
bails, which sometimes fail to come
off even when the ball hits the
stumps, citing “statistical anomaly”.
India captain Virat Kohli and his
Australian counterpart Aaron Finch
had on Sunday complained about the
flashing LED bails that glow at being
hit, making the TV umpires’ job a
shade easy, but do not come off a lot
of times. “We wouldn’t change
anything mid-event as it would
compromise the integrity of the
event — the equipment is the same
for all 10 teams across all 48 games,”
the ICC was quoted as saying by
SkySports. There have been close to
10 occasions during the ongoing
World Cup when the ball has hit the
stumps but bails haven’t come off.
The reason being cited is their weight
as there are a lot of wires inside to
ensure they glow on being hit.
“The stumps have not changed in the
last four years. They have been used
in all ICC events since the 2015 Men’s
Cricket World Cup and in a range of
domestic events,” ICC said.
“This means they’ve been used in

n

Hardik Pandya.

›
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This guy might just be
the equivalent of
Lance Klusener in the 1999
World Cup. He has the
ability to begin his innings
like most finish, with clean
hitting that no opposing
captain can protect.
STEVE WAUGH, Ex-Aus captain

Chasing an imposing total, the
Australians would have
required a solid platform before
launching an all-out assault in
the last 15 overs.
“Australia were never quite
on track to create history with
David Warner and to a lesser
extent Steve Smith strugglingfor
their usual rhythm and control
at the crease,” said Waugh, one
of the most successful captains of
all time.
“To win against the odds
everything must fall into place
and the turning point came early
in the innings with the run out of
Aaron Finch who looked in
imperious touch and looked set
for a big hundred,” he said.
Despite the loss, Waugh said
Australia can still feature in the
semi-finals as one of half a dozen
sides who have a shot at winning
the tournament.
“India will walk away from
this match full of confidence as
most of their key players did
exactly what needed to be done
under extreme pressure and
their game plan was executed
perfectly,” Waugh wrote.

Aus open to batting
reshuffle: Ponting

Agence France-Presse

ICC REFUSES TO
CHANGE LED BAILS
MID-TOURNAMENT

tain Steve Waugh foresees Hardik Pandya dominating the
ongoing World Cup the way
South African Lance Klusener
did in the 1999 edition as he feels
the Indian all-rounder’s cleanhitting is something that no
opposing skipper can deal with.
Pandya stroked his way to a
27-ball 48 at The Oval to help
India post an imposing 352 for 5
against Australia on Sunday.
India then bowled Australia out
for 316 for a 36-run win.
“...it’s the innings of Hardik
Pandya that will send shivers
down opposition spines. This
guy might just be the equivalent
of Lance Klusener in the 1999
World Cup. He has the ability to
begin his innings like most finish, with clean hitting that no
opposing captain can protect,”
Waugh wrote in his column for
the ICC’s official website.
The damaging strokeplay by
Pandya, who hit four fours and
three sixes, reminded Waugh of
Klusener’s fireworks in the 1999
World Cup. Klusener was player
of the tournament 20 years ago in
England for his destructive lower-order hitting that netted 281
runs at a strike rate of 122.17, a
phenomenal tally in the pre-T20
days of 1999.
The left-hander’s exploits
powered South Africa to within
one run of making the final at
Lord’s, but a frantic run out on
the semi-final at Edgbaston
resulted in Waugh’s Australia
securing a famous tie.
Australia went on to win the
World Cup title by outclassing
Pakistan in the final.

Pak bank on in-form Amir’s late swing

MAKING FACES

n
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LONDON: Former Australia cap-

more than 1000 games — a statistical
anomaly. This issue has always been
part of the game, with the accepted
concept being that it requires some
force to disturb a batsman’s ‘castle’.”

Malinga takes World Cup leave
after mother-in-law’s death
BRISTOL: Sri Lanka’s Lasith Malinga
will leave the World Cup to attend his
mother-in-law’s funeral, but the pace
bowler plans to be back for the team’s
next World Cup match vs Australia.
“He is expected to join the team,
before the next game on June 15.”

standings
Team P

W

L

Pts

NRR

NZ

3

3

0

6

2.163

Eng

3

2

1

4

1.307

Ind

2

2

0

4

0.539

Aus

3

2

1

4

0.483

SL

4

1

1

4

-1.517

WI

3

1

1

3

2.054

Ban

4

1

2

3

-0.714

Pak

3

1

1

3

-2.412

SA

4

0

3

1

-0.952

Afg

3

0

3

0

-1.493

Updated till Ban v SL match

Pak manager rubbishes
reports of special celebrations
KARACHI: Pakistan team manager
Talat Ali on Tuesday rubbished media
reports his players have had to be told
to celebrate with restraint during the
much-anticipated World Cup clash
against India on Sunday, saying they
had no extravagant plans to begin
with. Ali rebutted reports that Prime
Minister Imran Khan instructed the
players to avoid celebrations in the
match against India at Manchester.
“We follow the guideline given to us
by PCB and for us the match against
India is like against any other team.
Obviously it is a high-profile match
but we just focus on cricket and don’t
have any politics in our mind,” he said.

Pak fans won’t boo Steve
Smith, says skipper Sarfaraz
TAUNTON: Sarfaraz Ahmed insists
Pakistan fans won’t boo shamed
Australia star Steve Smith during their
match in Taunton. Pakistan fans are
expected to make up a large chunk of
the crowd in the west country and
there are fears they might follow the
example of the India supporters who
jeered Smith at the Oval on Sunday. “I
don’t think Pakistani people will do
that,” Sarfaraz said on Tuesday.
“Pakistani people love players.”

hope to enjoy another landmark
occasion at Taunton when Pakistan face Australia there in a
WorldCupmatchonWednesday.
Thegroupfixtureatsouthwest
countySomerset’sheadquarters
sees Amir back at the ground
wherehemadehisreturntofirstclass cricket in England three
years ago.
Amir was the rising star of
world cricket when his career
came to a stunning halt during a
Lord’s Test in 2010 after both he
and new-ball partner Mohammed Asif were caught bowling
no-balls on the orders of then
Pakistancaptain Salman Butt as
part of a newspaper sting operation.
The trio all received five-year
bans from cricket and jail terms.
That same 2010 season had
seen Amir produce a superb display of swing bowling in taking
threefor20asPakistandismissed
Australia for just 88 on the first
dayofa‘neutral’TestatHeadingley.
Thoseskillsremainedintactas
Amir marked his 2016 return to
thefirst-classgameinEnglandin
2016 with a haul of three for 36
against Somerset at Taunton.
All three wickets — including
that of former England opener
Marcus Trescothick — owed
much to late swing.
The intervening years have
notbeeneasyforAmir,however,
and he almost missed what is his
first World Cup after taking just
fivewicketsin 14 matches before
a recent one-day international
series in England.
Amir did not bowl in the
washed-out first match against
Englandandmissedthe lastfour
gameswithchickenpox.England
won the series 4-0.
ButhavingbeenleftoutofPakistan’spreliminarysquadforthe
WorldCup,the27-year-oldmade
it into the final 15.
His World Cup debut was a
rarePakistanhighlightafterthey
slumpedto 105 all outagainstthe

Press Trust of India
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LONDON: Assistant coach Ricky

n

Mohammad Amir has good memories at Taunton.

West Indies, with Amir taking
threefor26inaseven-wicketloss
at Trent Bridge.
He was among the wickets
againattheNottinghamground,
but this time in a winning cause,
with two for 67 as Pakistan surprisingly beat tournament
favourites England by 14 runs
last week. But Pakistan’s
progresswascheckedbyawashout against Sri Lanka at Bristol.
AGGRESSIVE APPROACH
Pakistan have won just one of
their last 14 matches against
champions Australia, the fivetime World Cup winners.
That victory was inspired by
Mohammad Hafeez’s 72 at Melbourne in January 2017.
AnditwasHafeez’s84thatlaid
thefoundationsforanimpressive
total of 348 for eight against
England.

REUTERS

“We have not won many
matchesagainstAustraliabutwe
had not won too many against
England either,” said Pakistan
captain Sarfaraz Ahmed.
“But we have finally beaten
England and that has given us a
lot of positives.
“Wewillgowiththeaggressive
approach we showed against
England.”
STOINIS TO MISS PAK
GAME
TAUNTON: Australia all-rounder
Marcus Stoinis has been ruled
outoftheirnextWorldCupmatch
against Pakistan with a side
strain.Stoinis,whohasplayedin
all three games for Australia in
the tournament, picked up the
injuryinthematchagainstIndia
onSunday.All-rounderMitchell
Marsh has been flown over to
England as back-up.

Ponting said Australia is open to
shufflingthebattingline-upifthe
circumstances dictate a more
flexible approach in the ongoing
World Cup.
AgainstIndia,SteveSmith(69)
was promoted ahead of Usman
Khawaja in the batting order to
tacklethe spinduoof Yuzvendra
Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav, and
Ponting hinted that more shuffling could take place.
“We wanted to have (favourable)left-hand,right-hand(matchups) with those spinners and we
thoughtStevenplaysspinaswell
as anybody, so that was the only
reason,”
Ponting
told
cricket.com.au.“Ithappensquite
a lot in the modern game where
youseethatright-hand,left-hand
combination,especiallyifthey’ve
got a lot of spin.
“If it’s past 35 overs, you’re
probably not going to do it (bat
Khawaja at four), Maxwell is
going every day of the weekafter
that. In the right time and right
moment, I think it can work
really well,” the former skipper
explained.Pontingalsodefended

n

Australia’s top-order after it
failed to fire against India. He
called the opening pair of Aaron
Finch-David Warner among the
best in the world despite its
underwhelming performance.
“FinchandWarnerareprobably as good as openers in the
world. Finchy has turned things
around reallywell in the lastfive
or six months, Davey coming
back has made runs.”
Warnerscoredanunbeaten89
off 114 balls against Afghanistan
but his uncharacteristically
sedate56off84ballsagainstIndia
hadputpressure onthe batsmen
later on. “By his own admission,
(Warner) probably wasn’t at his
absolute best (against India). He
hitthefieldtoooftenearlyonand
wasn’t able to rotate as he would
have liked,” Ponting said.
Australia were in contention
ofbecomingthe firstteam tosuccessfully chase 353 runs in the
WorldCup. “Ourbattingwasjust
alittle bitoffagain.Weseemedto
find the field a lot in the first 10
overs,” Ponting said. “From
aboutthe20-overmarkon,something pretty spectacular was
going to need to happen from not
just one, but probably two of our
batters.”

Steve Smith was promoted to No. 3 where he made 69.

AFP
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Real heroes: India’s para cyclists
RESURRECTION Wounded in the line of duty, these
soldiers find a new lease of life on two wheels
Ajai Masand
n

ajai.masand@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Heavy rain overnight had

turned the forest trails into rivulets. An
eight-member Border Security Force
(BSF) patrol party was scouring the
Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch in
Jammu and Kashmir for intruders. It was
10am on November 30, 2012.
Soggy and shivering, they trudged
through the thick foliage along the Line of
Control (LoC). Constable Harinder Singh
from Amritsar was a rookie then, having
joined the BSF—in the face of stiff opposition from his family—just over a year
back.
But he knew the perils of walking this
trail only too well—this was one of the
most heavily mined sections along the
LoC, and Harinder had already witnessed
several men from his patrol group lose
limbs after landmine blasts. He had seen
other patrol groups return to base with
grievously wounded soldiers.
On this overcast day, it was Harinder
who stepped on a mine. His right leg was
blown off from below the knee. The next
thing he remembers is being carried on
the shoulders of his fellow soldiers.
“I could see blood spilling on their
shirts as they negotiated the mountain
trails,” Harinder says.
The group was on a lick of land surrounded on all three sides by the LOC,
and at the sound of the blast, enemy fire
began to come their way.
“But we couldn’t retaliate as it would
have blown our cover barely 100 metres
from LoC,” Harinder says, recalling the
fateful day sitting on a comfortable sofa at
the BSF Officers’ Mess in New Delhi.
“The rain had washed away the usual
signs of a mine. Otherwise, I would have
seen it.”
Harinder is now one of the country’s
leading para-cyclists. In April, he finished fourth in the Asian Road Para-cycling Championships in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan—a disappointment, he said,

because he had won the bronze at both the
2017 and 2018 editions.
“Next year, I’ll be trying for gold.”
Harinder, who competes in the 20km
time trial category, is tall and lean, with a
full beard and a shock of unruly hair. He
wears a prosthetic leg below his right
knee, where the mine maimed him.
“The real trauma started after recovery when I was not able to come to terms
with the loss of a limb,” he says. “My fouryear-old daughter asks me why I remove
this contraption when I go to sleep,” he
says, pointing to the prosthetic leg. “She
still doesn’t know why I wear this.”
Harinder had never imagined being an
athlete—after the incident, once his rehabilitation was over, he found himself with
a post at the BSF canteen in Jammu.
Away from active duty, Harinder
slipped into depression.
“I had no direction…I could not understand what I would do with my life,” Harinder says.
After almost three difficult years at the
canteen trying to cope with his new reality, Harinder was sent for counselling to
Ahmedabad, where he learnt of the
Aditya Mehta Foundation (AMF), which
works with wounded soldiers, identifying
and training potential athletes in 22 sporting disciplines.
“I remember the first training camp in
Panchkula in early 2016, a five-day affair.
I was instantly hooked,” Harinder says.
“The same year, I received my first professional training in Hyderabad. Being
surrounded by people with similar disabilities gives me reason to set higher
goals.”

Online tender on percentage rate basis (above or below or at par the DNIT amount) are invited for the below
mentioned work from eligible contractors enlisted with PUDA/JDA/GMADA/GLADA/PDA/BDA /ADA and other Central/
State Departments and PSUs of the appropriate class & category through e-tender.
Name of Work
Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Development of Residential Pocket 3.86 Acre Site Near Wakf Board, Rs. 58.78 Lac (Actual Amount will Rs. 1,17,600/Chotti Baradari Part-II, Jalandhar. (Under OUVGL Scheme)
be as per approved DNIT
Tender Processing Fee: As Applicable
Period of Completion: 120 Days
Last date and Time for
Online Availability of Tender for Bidding
Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids on
Submission of Online Bids O/o Division Engineer (W), PUDA, Jalandhar
From
To
14.06.2019 2:00 P.M. 01.07.2019 12:00 Noon
01.07.2019 2:00 P.M.
03.07.2019 3:00 P.M.
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A FIRST SINCE 1951
Harinder is not the only para-cyclist who
picked up the sport after being injured in
the line of duty. Gurlal Singh, who won a
bronze in the 4km time trial at Tashkent
in April, is also from the BSF. He cuts an
imposing figure, standing over six feet
tall. He lost his left leg while trying to save
a fellow soldier who had been injured by

SHORT TENDER NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

1.

time trial in C4 category (athletes with 60
per cent disability).
“On the front, I liked the fighting, the
feeling of being part of a unit, that camaraderie between soldiers. It’s what I
missed the most,” Gurlal, whose next target is the 2022 Para Asian Games, says.
“Sports has once again brought that back
into my life.”

(From left to right) Para-cyclists Gurlal Singh, Sudhakar Marathe and Harinder Singh who have served in the Border Security
Force (BSF).
BURHAAN KINU/HT PHOTO

a mine blast near the LOC.
That was back in the December of 2010;
a bitterly cold evening where, trying to
pull the injured soldier out in the difficult
mountain terrain, Gurlal lost his footing
and broke his ankle. It took more than
five hours for the two jawans to reach a
hospital from the remote post, allowing
gangrene to set in.

“That day we had two casualties...my
colleague lost both legs, and I lost my left
leg,” Gurlal, now 39, says.
Gurlal too suffered from dejection, trying to fit into his new life as a bus conductor at his unit’s base in Amritsar.
“That was tough. After spending so
many years on forward posts, I could not
stand ground duty,” says Gurlal.

It was not before April, 2017 that Gurlal
first learnt of AMF’s sports programme.
“I first tried my hand at handball and
football before finally settling on
cycling,” he says.
A year later, at the Asian Para Games
at Jakarta in October, Gurlal became the
first Indian cyclist since 1951 to win an
Asian Games medal—a bronze in 4km
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AMOUNT / EMD
NAME OF
NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER
OPENING DATE CLOSING
DATE (TIME)
(APPROX.) INRUPEES
BOARD/CORP./AUTH
HARYANA FOREST OUTSOURCING OF SERVICES OF UN-SKILLED, SENI-SKILLED,
11.06.2019
1.57 LACS
SKILLED AND HIGHLY SKILLED CATEGORIES + 2 OTHER WORKS
DEVELOPMENT
26.06.2019
CORPORATION LTD

2

HVPNL

220V, 200AH, VRLA TYPE BATTERY BANK

3

HVPNL

PROCURMENT OF BOLTLESS C-TYPE WEDGE CONNECTORS FOR
I. TARANTULA-TARANTULA CONDUCTOR (2400 NO.) II. ZEBRAZEBRA CONDUCTOR (7700 NO.)

4

HVPNL

415V,300A,AC DISTRIBUTION BOARD

5

HVPNL

220/33KV, 100MVA POWER TRANSFORMER (AGAINST RISK AND
COST)

6

DHBVN

SUPPLY OF MATERIAL, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING
FOR SHIFTING OF HT/LT DANGEROUS ELECTRICITY LINES
PASSING OVER THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS UNDER OPERATION
DIVN., REWARI

7

DHBVN

CORRIGENDUM
It is for the information to all the aspiring candidates seeking admissions in Under Graduate course (B.E/B.Tech & B.Arch) in the
State of Haryana that Centralized Online Counseling will be conducted on the basis of State Govt. reservation policy for admission in Govt.
Institutes/ Govt. University Institutes & Self-Financing Private Technical Education Institutes as per revised following schedule:
Name of
Course
B.E./B.Tech
(Including
TFW, KM,
EWS &
HGST)
B.Arch

Basis of Admissions

•

JEE (Main) Rank 2019
(Including TFW & EWS
Category)
• Merit of Qualifying Exam
for HGST & KM Category
On aggregate marks of 10+2
and Valid NATA score/ Jee
(Main) Paper-II-2019 in the
ratio 50:50. (Including EWS
Category)

Apply Online at
Deposition of Application Reporting of Candidate for Merit/ Rank
Fee
www.onlinetesthry.gov.in
Verification of Documents
at HSTES Office
14.05.2019 to 13.06.2019
14.05.2019 to
Upto 14.06.2019
19.06.2019
(TFW, EWS, HGST & KM)
13.06.2 019 (Online)
(Up to 4 PM)
(KM & HGST)
15.05.2019 to
14.06.2019 (E-Challan)
13.06.2019 to 01.07.2019 13.06.2019 to 01.07.2019 13.06.2019 to 02.07.2019 04.07.2019
(All Candidates including
(Online) 14.6.2019 to
(Up to 4 PM)
EWS Category)
02.07.2019 (E-Challan)

SUPPLY OF MATERIAL, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING
FOR SHIFTING OF HT/LT DANGEROUS ELECTRICITY LINES
PASSING OVER THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS UNDER OPERATION
DIVN., KOSLI
DHBVN
SUPPLY OF MATERIAL, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING
FOR BIFURCATION/TRIFURCATION ON AUGMENTATION OF 11 KV
FEEDERS UNDER OP CIRCLE JIND
DHBVN
SUPPLY OF MATERIAL, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING
FOR SHIFTING OF HT/LT DANGEROUS ELECTRICITY LINES
PASSING OVER THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS UNDER OP
DIVN.CIRCLE DHARUHERA
DHBVN
SUPPLY OF MATERIAL, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING
FOR SHIFTING OF HT/LT DANGEROUS ELECTRICITY LINES
PASSING OVER THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS UNDER OP
DIVN.CIRCLE JIND AGAINST SHORT TERM NIT NO+2/OCJ/201920
CAD DIVISION HISAR LINING/UNDER GROUND PIPELINE OF WATERCOURSES (20 NOS)

Counseling Schedules
Name of Course

Round of counseling

Reporting in the Allotted Institute

8

1
2

Online Registration & Choice
Filling
21.06.2019 to 25.06.2019
02.07.2019 to 04.07.2019

Result Declaration

B.E./B.Tech (Including
TFW, KM, EWS &
HGST)
B.Arch.

26.06.2019
05.07.2019

27.06.2019 to 01.07.2019
08.07.2019 to 09.07.2019

9

1
2

05.07.2019 to 08.07.2019
12.07.2019 to 15.07.2019

09.07.2019
16.07.2019

10.07.2019 to 11.07.2019
17.07.2019 to 18.07.2019

The aspiring candidates of TFW, KM, EWS & HGST category are required to register through www.onlinetesthry.gov.in to participate
in Centralized Online Off campus Counseling conducted by HSTES.
Schedule is tentative. For More Information: You may visit official website www.hstes.org.in or contact at Toll Free No.
1800-420-2026
Joint Director
(HSTES)
76797

Upto 15.00 Hrs. on 11.07.2019

TENDER NOTICE
SR. No.

(Under Department of Technical Education, Govt. of Haryana)
Bays No.7-12, Sector-4, Panchkula, Haryana
Email ID: onlineadmissionhelp@gmail.com

Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission :

For further details and updates, visit website http://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted only on the above website.

HARYANA GOVERNMENT

PUNJAB URBAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
PUDA COMPLEX, S.C.O. 41, OPP. D.C. COMPLEX, JALANDHAR

HARYANA STATE TECHNICAL ECUCATION SOCIETY (HSTES)

Date: 12.06.2019

Name of Work- Open e-Tenders in one packet system for “SALE
OF OLD PLANT & EQUIPMENT OF GANGA BRIDGE PROJECT,
DIGHA, PATNA OF IRCON ON AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”.

iC ²FF³F E½Fa AFS¶FûSeI »¨FS IZ I F¹FÊ WZ °Fb
d³Fd½FQF¹FZÔ dQ³FFaI 21.06.2019 IZ À±FF³F
´FS dQ³FFaI 28.06.2019 °FI BÊ -M` ¯OS
½FZ¶FÀFFBM www.uktenders.gov.in
IZ ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ AF¸FadÂF°F I e ªFF°Fe W` Ü
C²FF³F Ad²FI FSe

The DNIT and the relevant documents can be seen/ downloaded from the website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in or can
be obtained from the office of the undersigned.
For Any Clarification/ difficulty regarding e-tendering process contact on 0172-2791226, 2791326, 98722-27027,
98888-80311
Divisional Engineer (W)
C-5704

FINDING A WAY
India’s para cycling team has a total
strength of 38, of whom 25 are soldiers
from the Central Armed Police Forces—
the seven paramilitary forces, including
the BSF, that are under the Ministry of
Home Affairs. Twenty-one of those soldiers were injured in the line of duty.
Sudhakar Marathe, a constable with
the BSF and an international medal winner in the H5 Hand Cycling category, is
not one of them, but it’s a miracle, he says,
that he’s even alive.
In June 2017, he was part of the BSF
Alpha Company headed for Srinagar
from Jammu, travelling on an overcrowded train. Marathe decided he
needed some fresh air, and went to stand
next to the door.
“I was holding the handrail firmly but
I slipped and, in a split second, I was lying
on the adjoining track, unconscious,” he
says.
A train ran over his legs. He was spotted by the Railway Protection Force near
Udhampur and shifted to a hospital.
“My family had no idea about my fate.
They knew something untoward had happened to someone but were unaware that
it had happened to me,” says the 38-yearold from Maharashtra.
Marathe lost both legs. After his rehabilitation, he too came in contact with
AMF last year.
“I was in Jammu, confined to a wheelchair and working in a BSF canteen,
when I was picked by AMF and the
Cycling Federation of India for training.
It was my best day in a long time,” said the
lively and light-hearted Marathe.
He also recently received prosthetic
legs.
“I cannot walk still but am learning,”
he says. “Like hand cycling, it’s completely new to me. I’ll find my way.”

10

11

14

15

16
17
18

11.06.2019
11.07.2019
07.06.2019
07.07.2019

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL
0171-2551567
gm.ambala@hfdc.gov.in

3.66 LACS

www.hvpn.org.in

2.60 LACS

www.hvpn.org.in

0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in
0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in

28500

www.hvpn.org.in

72 LACS

www.hvpn.org.in

0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in
0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in

07.06.2019
24.06.2019

219.48 LACS

www.dhbvn.org.in

01274-242103
xendharuhera@gmail.com

07.06.2019
24.06.2019

76.42 LACS

www.dhbvn.org.in

01274-242103
xendharuhera@gmail.com

10.06.2019
01.07.2019

11.96 CRORE

www.dhbvn.org.in

01681-245001
seopdhbvnjind@gmail.com

07.06.2019
24.06.2019

233.05 LACS

www.dhbvn.org.in

01274-242103
xendharuhera@gmail.com

10.06.2019
01.07.2019

2.96 CRORE

www.dhbvn.org.in

01681-245001
seopdhbvnjind@gmail.com

CLOSING
19.06.2019

NIT PUBLISHED ONLINE

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

9416622266
xenhisarcad@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION OF PRIMARY SCHOOL AND ANCILLARY WORKS
IN OLD FARIDABAD

06.06.2019
18.06.2019

1285.54 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

MUNICIPAL
LETTING OUT ADVERTISEMENT RIGHTS ON UNIPOLES, TOILETS,
CORPORATION ROHTAK PARKS BUS Q-SHELTERS AND PIERS OF ELEVATED ROAD
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE CONSTRUCTION OF AMBEDKAR BHAVAN IN NANGAL
NANGAL CHOUDHARY CHOUDHARY ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY + 1 OTHER WORK

07.06.2019
18.06.2019
CLOSING
18.06.2019

NIL

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

9818643725
shyamsingh.anurag@
gmail.com
lomcrohtak@gmail.com

312.86 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE REPAIR OF STREET, DRAIN AND PROVIDING AND FIXING OF M.S
INDRI
IRON JUNGLA IN VARIOUS PLACES IN WARD NO.3 + 5 OTHER
WORKS
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE CONST OF IPB TILE ROAD JANTTA PATWARI WALI GALI WARD
KALANWALI
NO 1 + 32 OTHER WORKS

CLOSING
13.06.2019

NIL

etenders.hry.nic.in

06.06.2019
17.06.2019

1.72 CRORE

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

MUNICIPAL
HIRING OF 32 DRIVER ON OUTSOURCING POLICY FOR HEALTH
CORPORATION HISAR BRANCH IN MC HISAR

CLOSING
18.06.2019

NIL

etenders.hry.nic.in

xenmchissar@gmail.com

07.06.2019
14.06.2019

175 LACS

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

xenmcrohtak@gmail.com

08.06.2019
17.06.2019

4.23 CRORE

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

9818656867
xen.mcynr@gmail.com

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

9991448487

12

13

06.06.2019
06.07.2019
06.06.2019
06.07.2019

WEBSITE OF THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH
www.hfdc.gov.in

MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION
FARIDABAD

MUNICIPAL
CONST OF PARK CUM VYAYAMSHALA IN VILLAGE BALIYANA
CORPORATION ROHTAK

19

MUNCIPAL
CORPORATION
YAMUNANAGAR
JAGADHRI

STRENGHTENING OF ROAD FROM AGGARSAIN CHOWK NEAR
RAILWAY STATION TO BUS STAND VIA FOUNTAIN CHOWK

9896961938
secy.mc.nangalchoudhary
@gmail.com
9728900079
secymc.indri@gmail.com

20

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE REPAIR/MAINTENANCE OF STREETS, POTHOLES, DRAIN & SLABS
NISSING
ETC IN THE TOWN + 30 OTHER WORKS

CLOSING
14.06.2019

246 LACS

21

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL M.C JIND DO HEREBY INVITES 34 NO. VARIOUS RE-TENDER + 2
JIND
OTHER WORKS

05.06.2019
14.06.2019

1186.20 LACS

https://mcjind.haryana
eprocurement.gov.in

01681-246358
mcjind2013@gmail.com

22

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BEAUTIFICATION ALONG OF CHALLAK NALA IN MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL, NARNAUL
NARNAUL

CLOSING
17.06.2019

2851 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

9999740089
eomcnarnaul@gmail.com

23

FARIDABAD SMART
CITY LIMITED

ROAD MARKING (ZEBRA CROSSING & STOP LINE) AT VARIOUS
LOCATIONS IN FARIDABAD WITH DEFECT LIABILTY PERIOD OF
TWO YEARS. DETAIL AVAILABLE ON
HTTP://ETENDERS.HRY.NIC.IN

CLOSING
18.06.2019

57 LACS

www.smartcityfaridabad.
co.in

8510005801
faridabadsmartcitylimited
@gmail.com

24

FARIDABAD SMART
CITY LIMITED

TRANSPLANTATION OF TREES IN FARIDABAD SMART CITY AREA.
ALL THE DETAIL OF TENDER AVAILABLE ON
HTTPS://ETENEDES.HRY.NIC.IN

CLOSING
18.06.2019

11.45 LACS

www.smartcityfaridabad.
co.in

8510005801
faridabadsmartcitylimited
@gmail.com

25

FARIDABAD SMART
CITY LIMITED

SUPPLY & LAYING OF MILD STEEL PIPE WITH DEFECT LIABILITY
PERIOD OF TWO YEARS.ALL THE DETAIL OF TENDER AVAILABLE
ON HTTPS://ETENDERS.HRY.NIC.IN

CLOSING
18.06.2019

1.13 CRORE

www.smartcityfaridabad.
co.in

8510005801
faridabadsmartcitylimited
@gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
76761
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Forward Akashdeep wants to
sharpen decision-making

India’s challenge in Tokyo
build-up? Penalty corners

STRIKE FORCE Youngster is keen to improve mental toughness, help India achieve its Olympic dream

ods of scoring in a hockey match,
the penalty corner is the most
popular, and the one that calls
for most specialisation.
Though it was introduced in
1908 and has since undergone
numerous changes, the penalty
corner, or short corner, has
emerged the pre-eminent scoring method since the game
moved to synthetic turf in the
1970s. PCs have become so
important and the penalty corner expert such a vital cog in the
scheme of things that players are
given elaborate training to get
the routine right. Most top scorers in the world have been PC
experts—Dutchman Paul Litjens held the record for years
with 267 goals in 177 matches
before Pakistan’s Sohail Abbas
surpassed, scoring 348 goals off
350 matches.
Though drag-flicks have
replaced penalty hits, many
believe PCs have overtaken field
goals as the most popular form of
scoring, at times reducing
matches to a PC slugfest.
For India, penalty corner conversion has been a real problem
for many years, despite having
some strong and effective dragflickers, having taken to it later
than other major teams.
In this FIH Series Finals here,
India have scored 10 of their 23
goals from penalty corners. They
have forced 26 PCs in three

B Shrikant
n

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

BHUBANESWAR: India hockey forward Akashdeep Singh is a fairly
simple man and has an equally
uncluttered approach to the
sport. He likes to keep things
simple, work on his skills and
commit fully in every match.
The 24-year-old from Punjab
had stepped on to the hockey
field following his brother
Prabhdeep Singh, a former India
international. He rose through
the junior ranks to make it to the
senior team in 2012 and has
slowly become an integral part of
the team since, figuring in 183
matches so far.
In the FIH Men’s Series Finals
here, Akashdeep has scored five
goals in three matches so far. He
is the second highest scorer after
the preliminary league, behind
Russia’s Semen Matkosvkiy,
who has scored six. Having
helped India top Pool A with
three wins in three matches,
Akashdeep is now focussed on
that one match that may prove
the most important—the semi-final, winning which will take
India one step closer to the Tokyo
Olympics.
“The teams in pool were all
ranked lower than India, so our

n

Akashdeep Singh has scored five goals from three games at the FIH Series Finals.

approach was to give our 100 percent in each match. Now, we will
play the semi-final, which is the
most crucial match in this event
as a place in the final would
mean a berth in the Olympic
qualifiers. So, all my focus is now
on that match. I want to do my
best,” Akashdeep said in an
interview on Tuesday.

Archery teams a win
away from Tokyo

India are the top-ranked team
in the tournament, and are
expected to keep winning,
though Akashdeep concedes
they have to iron out some
aspects of their game. “The team
has managed to play according
to plan, but yes, there are some
areas in which we need to
improve. I am sure in the upcom-

men’s recurve team put up a solid
show to go past Norway 5-1 and
storm into the pre-quarterfinals
at the World Archery Championships to be just one win away from
securing an Olympic quota, here
on Tuesday.
The trio of Tarundeep Rai,
Pravin Jadhav and Atanu Das
will next face Canada’s Eric
Peters, Crispin Duenas and Brian
Maxwell on Wednesday in a bid to
secure the three-athlete quotas
for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic
Games. The women’s recurve
team also remained in the fray by

qualifying sixth from a field of 55
nations for one of the eight Olympic quota spots. The top-eight
seeding in the team event means
that the Indian women avoid the
first round match on Tuesday
and go straight into a decider for
the Olympic places where they
face 11th seed Belarus on
Wednesday. Laishram Bombayla
Devi shot 664 to top the leaderboard among the Indians to
secure 15th place overall in the
qualifications while Deepika
Kumari was next best at 22th with
a score of 660. Komalika Bari shot
PTI
650 to be ranked 40th.

n

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

BHUBANESWAR:Of the three meth-

n

Harmanpreet Singh is India’s primary drag-flicker.

games so far—nine in the 10-0
win against Russia, only five in
the laboured 3-1 win over Poland
and 12 in the 10-0 romp against
Uzbekistan on Monday. Just
about 44% of India’s goals have
come off PCs with rest being field
goals. The conversion rate has
also fluctuated. Against Russia,
India scored four goals off nine
PCs, and two off five against
Poland. Against Uzbekistan,
India converted only four of the
12 penalty corners, a conversion
rate of just 30%.
Also, India have not been able
to create a lot of penalty corners
despite a good rate of entry into
the shooting circle. Take for
example the matches against
Russia and Uzbekistan that
ended in 10-0 wins. Against Russia, India made 48 circle entries
while scoring four goals off PCs
and six field goals. Against
Uzbekistan, India had 63 circle
entries and 12 PCs. In both

GETTY IMAGES

matches, India converted only
four penalty corners. Thus, in
the upcoming games, the Indian
team management will have to
help overcome this problem by
improving both the rate of earning PCs and their conversion.
At Bhubaneswar, India have
three penalty corner experts—
Harmanpreet Singh, Varun
Kumar and Amit Rohidas. Harmanpreet, the most experienced
of them, has scored three goals
and so has Kumar. Rohidas has
contributed two goals while the
rest were converted by the forwards off rebounds. Former
Australia international Chris
Ciriello is the penalty corner
expert with the team.
Considering their youth and
that not many young drag-flickers are on the horizon, India will
have to depend on these three for
the task. And they have to fasten
their shoe laces and lift their conversion rate.

NBA DESI STYLE

Raptors vs Warriors, served with spicy Punjabi commentary
Anirudh Bhattacharyya
n

DEN BOSCH (NETHERLANDS): Indian

ARIJIT SEN/HT

ing matches we will improve in
these areas. The mental side of
the game is one thing we want to
improve. We have had some sessions with experts during camps,
which has helped,” he said.
On his part, Akashdeep says
he tries to maintain positive
thoughts and use visualisation of
match situations to prepare.

Akashdeep, who is employed
by Punjab Police, wants to
improve in one particular area.
“I want to improve my decision
making inside the D (striking circle), make better decisions when
to take a shot and when to pass to
a teammate.”
Akashdeep says the basics he
picked up as a trainee with Guru
Angad Dev Sports Club near his
village, the PAU Hockey Academy in Ludhiana and the Surjit
Hockey Academy in Jalandhar,
augmented by the modern
hockey skills taught by various
Indian and foreign coaches will
help him reach greater heights.
His talent was recognised early
when he attracted the highest
bid of $84,000 in the Hockey India
League (HIL) players’ auction in
2015.
When he started, Akashdeep
had two aims, help his team win
medals at the Asian Games and
Olympics, a dream all young
players nurture when they start
their careers.
He has fulfilled one, having
been part of the Indian team that
won at the Incheon Asian Games
in 2014. The Olympic medal will
take some effort to achieve, and
Bhubaneswar could be the first
important step in realising that
in Tokyo.

B Shrikant

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: While the Toronto
Raptors set their sights on
becoming the first non-US
team to win the NBA championship, more history was
being made on the sidelines
of the finals as, for the first
time ever, live commentary
was available in Punjabi.
That happened as Indo-Canadians Preet Randhawa and
Parminder Singh began their
coverage of Game 4 of the
finals between the Raptors
and the Golden State

Warriors.
The pair from the Greater
Toronto area was
approached by the NBA for
Punjabi commentary as the
league attempts to increase
its global footprint by
streaming NBA in India.
This, though, wasn’t the
first time the pair has called
an NBA game. They did so on
a few Sundays in 2009 for
Canadian state broadcaster
CBC, but those were for the
regular season. It’s only in
2019 that the Raptors made
the NBA finals in the history
of the franchise and the Pun-

n

Preet Randhawa (left) and Parminder Singh.
jabi commentary is the icing
on the cake.
As they prepared to start
their commentary, the new-

NBA PUNJABI/TWITTER

ly-created NBA Punjabi
Twitter handle, @NbaPunjabi, posted: “Sound check,
check 1,2 Hanji Hanji Hello

hello....we good. Game
4...Let’s go...”
Singh was quoted by the
Canadian network Global
News expressing his delight
at the opportunity to do live
commentary in a series of
such significance: “This is
incredible, I can’t put it in
words,” he said.
The two are well-known in
Canada for their sports coverage in Punjabi. After the
CBC lost the NBA broadcast
rights, it had moved them to
Hockey Night in Canada,
where they provided commentary for National Hockey

League (NHL) games, and
became familiar figures
among Punjabi fans of ice
hockey.
But now they are set to
reach global audience. “We
got a call from the NBA saying, ‘Listen, we want you to
be a part of our global outreach.’”
That includes India. So,
early next season, they’ll be
in India for a couple of games,
which is another first. NBA
India is promoting the duo
with the tag line, ‘Spice up
the #NBAFinals with a Punjabi tadka!’
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CHANDIGARH
It’s a blessing
that social
media is so big: ‘WE SHOULD
Ananya
TALK ABOUT
SOCIALISSUES’

Ayushmann
Khurrana

Ananya
Panday

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana says working
on his next outing — a serious film with a
very relevant issue — was an eye-opener

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ANANYAPANDAY

Sneha Mahadevan
Prashant Singh
or modern-day actors,
social media has become a
part and parcel of their
lives. And Ananya Panday is
no different. In fact, the
youngster became a sensation
on social media even before
making her film debut [with
Student of The Year 2], and she
readily admits that the internet
world has emerged as a
powerful dimension now. “I
think it’s a blessing that social
media is such a big thing,” she
says.
To start with, the 20-year-old
feels social media helps
connect with the youth.
“Today, we have a lot of young
people, who have access to our
pictures etc. They can directly
see what we are up to. Also, I
believe getting the youth on
n
your side is extremely
important, especially for
someone like me since I am
also a millennial and that
age. That’s why, when I look
up to someone, I follow them
on Instagram, so, it’s
[following on social media] a
good thing,” she says.
Likewise, Ananya is also
aware that social media has its
pros and cons. “For example,
Instagram can be bad as well

F

when you get trolled. But I
think you need to take it
positively and at the same time,
not too seriously because it can
get to your head. However, one
should know that at the end of
the day, you are here to act and
that’s what people [actors]
should be here for,” says the
actor, adding that it was “very
flattering” for her to know that
“people were interested” in her
even before her first film
released.
“Personally, I am trying not
to take any pressures right now
and just be positive,” says
Ananya, who is currently busy
with her second film, Pati Patni
Aur Woh. Besides her father,
Chunky Panday, one of the
calming factors has been her
mother, Bhavna Panday. “My

n

ollywood megastar Amitabh
Bachchan’s Twitter account
was hacked, and his profile
picture replaced with that of
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran

B

A

prashant.singh@htlive.com

ANANYA CLEARS THE
AIR AROUND HER
ADMISSION AT USC
Recently, Ananya Panday
was embroiled in a
controversy when a friend
of hers from school went
around telling people that
Ananya was lying about
having got admission in
the University of
Southern California (USC).
To prove that she was
actually granted
admission to Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism at USC,
Ananya has now posted a

You’ve been part of films that
have mostly tackled social issues
in an entertaining manner. Article
15 is pretty serious in nature.
What made you do this kind of
a film?

This is a very important film
as it deals with caste system.
No one in Indian cinema has
really spoken about the issue,
the way we do in the film. We
are going on the front foot and
talking about all issues that
are caste centric. Yes it is a
different film, but it is a
socially relevant film.
Working on the film was an
eye-opener for me.

Did you get a ringside view of how
things worked within the system
in our country, while working on
this film?
I was always interested in
these issues — human
scavenging and
discrimination based on caste.
It bothered me since
childhood. This only happens
in India, where people use
separate utensils for servants
and house helps. We don’t see

that in the West. It is ingrained
in us. It is a part of our system
and we need to take that out.
Moving forward, we should
not teach our kids about caste
system. I remember writing
different castes that existed in
India in my exams in school.
Why should one do that? How
will that help anyone in life?

Films with a serious issue at their
core tend to gravitate towards
becoming a documentary. Was
that a worry for you?
Every film of mine deals with a
subject that can be made into a
documentary — be it body
shaming or anything else. This
film is entertaining, it is a
commercial film and it has
some light moments but
overall, of course the theme is
dark. What is the point of a
film addressing a social issue if
there is no reach? The reach

will only come with
entertainment. Otherwise,
nobody will watch that film.
If it is only going to the
festivals, there is no point
because you know that the
audience already knows about
these issues. You want the
single-screen audience to see
the film and initiate discussion
about the caste system. They
should be enlightened about
basic human rights. The
multiplex audience already
know about it. There is no
point catering to an audience
that is already sensitised.
This is the reason it needs
to be commercial. I would
want social issues to be
presented in a certain way in
my films.

2018 was a fantastic year for you
with two consecutive hits. Is there
a sense of accomplishment now?

It feels great that the choices
that you made are getting
validated — both by critics and
the trade. Now I have the
courage to do a film like
Article 15 which deals with a
social issue and has a dark
theme but says something
important. It’s like a social
responsibility as an artiste.
After achieving commercial
success, I am doing a film like
Article 15 and I can grab more
eyeballs. People will come to
the theatre because of my good
run at the box-office. We
should talk about caste system
as it is the need of the hour. As
a country, especially in rural
India, we don’t accept inter
caste marriages and now I
have the guts to do a film like
this and to go on a front foot
and talk about an important
issue like this.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

picture on Instagram with all the
valid documents. In the post, she
wrote that the rumours about
her “faking her admission are
getting out of hand and it’s even
more unfair and sad that my
family and friends have to go
through this”, and so she decided
to post this picture.

AY

STOP PRESS
BACHCHAN’S TWITTER
ACCOUNT HACKED

fter a smashing 2018
with two hit films under
his belt — Badhaai Ho
and Andhadhun,
Ayushmann Khurrana cannot
wait for his 2019 releases to set
the cash registers ringing. His
first outing this year is Article
15, a film that deals with the
socio-political situation in the
country. Ayushmann plays an
IPS officer in this film that
alludes to true-life incidents.
He says doing a film on an
important issue like this was
“the need of the hour”.
Excerpts from an interview:

ANYAPAND

TAGRAM/AN

PHOTO: INS

mum has always brought the
third perspective. She has seen
my dad through his ups and
downs and I feel that’s why she
can give me the best advice
because she has seen it all as a
neutral person,” says the actor,
adding that her mother has
been an “extremely grounding
factor and gives me a reality
check all the time. I don’t think
I can live without my mum,”
she concludes.

ESHA-BHARAT WELCOME
SECOND CHILD
Khan on Monday night. His
Twitter bio, which usually reads,
“Actor... well at least some still
saying so!”, was suffixed by
“Love Pakistan”. The hacking was
taken note of within minutes,
and a police spokesperson said
they were “investigating the
IANS
matter.”

PHOTO:
VIRAL
BHAYANI

ctor Esha Deol and her
husband Bharat Takhtani
have welcomed their second
child, a daughter and have
named her Miraya Takhtani.
Esha took to Instagram to
share the news, and wrote:
“Thank you very much for the
IANS
love and blessings.”

A

Salman Khan is a fabulous
ous person, says Sonali
Naina Arora
ctor Sonali Kulkarni is
riding high on the
success of her latest
film, Bharat. In the
Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif-starrer, she plays
Salman’s mother. And
she has been talk of th
an
town for more tha
just her acting
e
prowess. In the
film, the 44-yearays
old Sonali, pla
mother to 53year-old
Salman —
and that
had people
pointing out
how female
actors are
treated in this
industry. But
Sonali is not
perturbed by
such talk, for
there is “nothing
unusual about
it”.
“My roles
are my choice.
I have to stand
by my choice
proudly,
which I do,”
she says, “I
am
touched

A

Sonali Kulkarni
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SONALIKUL

Sonali Kulkarni played Salman
Khan’s mother in Bharat
with audience’s and critics’
observation. But I also
played Hrithik [Roshan’s]
adoptive mom in Mission
Kashmir back in 2000
(laughs). People will definitely
comment, and they are right.
But it’s not like every time it
comes out of criticism, it
sometimes, comes out of
concern also. At times, people
say regional cinema has offered
me more variety than Hindi
commercial cinema, which I
agree with. But I wouldn’t like
to say, ‘How I wish Hindi
cinema gave me this or that’. I
am very grateful for the work
that I am getting,” says
Kulkarni, who has worked in
Kannada, Marathi and
Gujarati cinema.

On
n the camaraderie with
alm
man on the sets, she says, it
s “amazing” to work with
m and she was impressed
tth his professionalism. “I
as pretty nervous because
e have stories floating
ound about how he is star
ke, and how he does this or
tt, whether he will
ember lines or come to sets
e
tim
me. But Salman had
arke
ed himself on the sets. He
was ffabulous with his lines. In
fact, h
he came up with
suggestions and
sugge
improvisations. I really liked
his vibe on the sets. Whatever
people have heard [about him]
must’ve been their experience,
but I’ve seen a fabulous person,
[who has a] golden heart, and is
extremely playful. I never saw
him carrying the weight of
being a superstar.”
The Poster Boys (2017) actor
adds: “I really liked the story
when I was offered this film. As
anyone would think, I was a
little unsure about how I will be
able to carry it off. But the
important fact was the actor
chosen for this role had to suit
both the parts. [She] had to look
good as young Salman Khan’s
mom, because those memories
are very strong on screen, and
gracefully be the older Salman
Khan’s mom too.”
n

naina.arora@htdigital.in
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152,
40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 12, 2019

A distinct improvement in fitness can be
expected. Money loaned to someone on
good faith may not be returned. Finding
time for a side business may pose a
challenge. Someone in the family may
hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
ARIES
remove any misunderstandings that may
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
persist. A vacation may materialise and
prove most enjoyable. Many ups and downs are
foreseen in a legal issue, so don’t get too hopeful.
Love Focus: You will need to make love grow in your relationship,
since nothing happens automatically in romance.

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
WEDNESDAY, JUN E 1 2, 2019

Adopting an active lifestyle will do a whale
of a good in keeping minor ailments at
bay. You may have to plan your expenses
to remain within the budget. It may be
difficult to keep your mind at work due
to
distractions. Taking up too much on
TAURUS
themselves in improving the home front
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
may tire some homemakers today. Those
thinking of a short vacation may need to apply
for leave right away. Those thinking of buying property will need to
be more deliberate. It is time to put in extra bit on the academic front.

Dave Franco: The actor, who had a breakthrough
in films with 21 Jump Street (2012), followed by
Now You See Me (2013) and Nerves (2016), turns 34
today.

Your popularity, both on the personal and
professional fronts, is on the rise. Avoid
experimenting something new as the
seasonal changes do not approve of it.
There will be no escaping an essential
expenditure.
Good advice from a family
GEMINI
member will work wonders for you. A
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
family vacation may be too rushed up to
turn enjoyable. A chance to study abroad may
come to those who had been trying for it for long.

There is a possibility of starting something
new for coming back in shape. Doing a lot
of legwork on the professional front to
secure a deal may prove too little, too
late. Some of you can expect good
advice
from someone close on an
CANCER
important matter. You may not get a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
chance to proceed on a planned vacation.
You are likely to get a good opportunity to buy
a prime real estate or a premium vehicle of your choice. Getting
burdened with a lot of work on the academic front is possible.

Love Focus: A chance for an outing with lover finally arrives.

Love Focus: Differences in a romantic relationship can be best sorted
with a discussion rather than keeping things in your heart.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Mental calmness through meditation can
be expected. You will need to be at your
convincing best to swing a deal in your
favour on the professional front.
Domestic harmony is assured for those
wanting uninterrupted togetherness
LEO
with the family. Be careful about personal
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
security in a long journey, as chances of loss
cannot be ruled out. Selling property at this
juncture seems profitable. A long assignment on the academic front
may prove boring and repetitive.

Those recovering from minor surgery will
need to keep a check on their progress.
You will be able to maintain the right
kind of environment on the professional
front. Someone in the family may hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
remove any misunderstandings that may
persist. Those selling property may find the
market hot, but may not find many takers.
Much enjoyment is in store for some on the academic front.

You will be able to remain fit. It is best to
consult knowledgeable people before
going in for investments. Someone in
the organisation may contest your
performance and competence. A
marriage or birth is likely to bring
happiness at home. Luck is likely to shine
on those who have applied for a house or a
plot. Hard work and sleepless nights on the
academic front may become necessary for some.

Love Focus: Love life is set to improve on all parameters.

Love Focus: An encounter with someone from the opposite camp
may raise the hopes for a budding romance.

Love Focus: You may need to take positive steps to bring romance
back into your life.

Your new initiative will prove effective in
coming back in shape. Money needs to be
conserved, as a cash crunch appears
imminent. Job seekers are likely to land
well paying jobs. A family elder’s opinion
may appear unjust upfront, but it will
SCORPIO
have great merit. Be careful in a long(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
distance travel by road. Someone may
contest a property acquired by you through
inheritance. Some of you are likely to go all out to make a mark on the
academic front

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Dark Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Condition of those recuperating from
surgery will improve quickly. Financial
front promises to remain ever so strong.
Pending work may compel you to
tighten your belt on the work front.
Your absence from a family function
SAGITTARIUS
threatens to get you sidelined on the
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
social front. Be careful in a long-distance
travel by road. Chances of an immovable asset
coming your way by way of inheritance cannot be ruled out. Higher
studies can beckon some and may get them in a premier institution.

A home remedy may prove effective in
curing a persistent health problem.
Expected payments are likely to get
delayed. A business tour will prove most
fruitful and will bring exciting business
opportunities your way. Your neutral
CAPRICORN
stance on an issue can be resented by
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
someone close. A property applied for may
become an albatross around your neck. On the
academic front, someone’s company will help bring excitement.

Health remains good. Financial gains may
keep your coffers brimming. It may seem
difficult to get rid of someone who is
now proving to be a pest. A family
member is likely to become a great
source of encouragement. Your idea for
AQUARIUS
an outing is likely to be lapped up by
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
family members, so expect an exciting time.
Doing up a newly acquired place is on the cards
for some. Some of you are likely to show a marked improvement on
the academic front.

Health remains satisfactory. You will find
luck on your side in a financial deal. Those
going away from home to join a job at a
new location will find the new social
circle enjoyable. A change you had been
planning in your department may not be
PISCES
approved by seniors, so take them into
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
confidence first. Keep up your attempts to
mend fences with someone close in a property
dispute. Your reputation is set to grow on the academic front.

Love Focus: Someone you are in love with is likely to pamper you.

Love Focus: Chance meeting with someone may turn into a
long-term romantic relationship.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number 22 Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

MOVIES IN TRICITY

Bharat 09:00AM 09:45AM 12:00PM
12:45PM 03:25PM 04:10PM 06:50PM
07:35PM 10:15PM 11:00PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
09:50AM 03:00PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 12:15PM
08:10PM 10:50PM
Muklawa Punjabi 05:35PM

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH
Bharat 09:00AM 09:20AM 10:00AM
10:35AM 12:00PM 12:20PM 12:40PM
01:20PM 01:55PM 03:20PM 04:00PM
04:40PM 05:15PM 06:40PM
07:20PM 08:00PM 08:35PM
10:00PM 10:40PM 11:20PM 11:55PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:20AM
12:30PM 05:40PM 10:50PM 11:55PM
Muklawa Punjabi 10:00AM
03:10PM 08:20PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
10:10AM 03:35PM 09:00PM
Aladdin (3D) English 12:45PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 03:40PM
John Wick: Chapter 3 –
Parabellum (A) English 06:10PM
PM Narendra Modi 06:10PM
De De Pyaar De 09:00PM
Godzilla 2: King of the Monsters
English 11:35PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Pokemon Detective Pikachu
(4DX) English 10:10AM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (4DX)
English 12:35PM 06:00PM 11:25PM
Godzilla 2: King of the Monsters
(4DX) English 03:10PM
Aladdin (4DX) English 08:35PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Bharat 09:00AM 09:50AM 10:35AM
12:20PM 01:55PM 03:40PM 05:15PM
07:00PM 07:55PM 08:35PM 10:20PM
11:55PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:45AM
03:45PM 09:00PM 11:15PM
Muklawa Punjabi 12:25PM 05:25PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
01:10PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
06:25PM 11:40PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 02:55PM

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Crimson

Bill Watterson

X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
12:00PM 10:35PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
02:35PM 08:00PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 10:00AM
12:40PM 03:20PM 06:00PM
08:40PM 11:20PM
Godzilla 2: King of the Monsters
12:55PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 05:00PM
De De Pyaar De 07:35PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:05AM
Bharat 09:35AM 11:45AM 12:55PM
03:05PM 04:15PM 06:25PM 07:35PM
09:45PM 10:55PM

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Actor Shahid Kapoor was approached
to play Siddharth’s role in Aamir
Khan-starrer Rang De Basanti
(2006), but he turned it down.

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Bharat 09:00AM 09:30AM 10:00AM
12:15PM 12:30PM 01:10PM 03:30PM
03:50PM 04:25PM 05:05PM
06:50PM 07:50PM 09:40PM 10:15PM
11:15PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:25AM
12:00PM 02:30PM 08:25PM 11:00PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:40AM
07:10PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
11:55AM 07:35PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
02:30PM 10:15PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 05:10PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Bharat 08:30AM 09:30AM 10:30AM
12:30PM 01:30PM 02:00PM 03:40PM
04:40PM 06:50PM 07:20PM
07:50PM 10:00PM 11:00PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 09:00AM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 11:15AM
01:40PM 06:10PM 08:30PM 10:50PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
11:30AM 05:00PM 10:30PM
Muklawa Punjabi 04:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC MALL,
CHANDIGARH
Bharat 09:00AM 09:50AM 12:00PM
12:50PM 03:25PM 04:15PM 05:00PM
06:50PM 07:40PM 09:55PM 10:15PM
11:05PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:20AM
02:10PM 07:15PM 11:00PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:30AM
04:50PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 11:40AM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
02:20PM

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3114
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

LVAE E
AC GOR
EF HILS
DEIRF V
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

The pleasures of ___ are always in proportion to our ____.
- Stendhal (4,..,5)

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
DEAD TO ME
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Christina Applegate,
Linda Cardellini
Synopsis: A hot-headed
widow searching for the hitand-run driver who mowed
down her husband befriends
an eccentric optimist.

Starring: Cyrus Sahukar, Mini
Mathur, Denzil Smith

Muklawa Punjabi 09:30AM
08:10PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:40AM
12:15PM 02:45PM 08:25PM 10:55PM
Bharat 09:45AM 10:15AM 01:00PM
01:30PM 02:30PM 04:15PM 04:45PM
05:15PM 07:30PM 08:00PM 10:45PM
11:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
12:05PM 10:40PM

Bharat 09:00AM 09:45AM 12:05PM
12:55PM 02:15PM 03:20PM 04:15PM
05:25PM 06:35PM 07:35PM 09:55PM
10:55PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:00AM
11:35AM 05:15PM 11:00PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
09:25AM 02:40PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
10:30PM
Muklawa Punjabi 12:05PM 07:55PM
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
Punjabi 08:35PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA

THINKISTAN

Bharat 09:00AM 10:00AM 12:20PM
01:20PM 03:40PM 04:40PM
07:00PM 08:00PM 10:20PM 11:20PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:35AM
08:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
12:15PM 05:40PM 10:55PM
Aladdin (3D) Hindi 02:50PM

PM Narendra Modi 09:00AM
Bharat 09:30AM 10:35AM 12:30PM
01:40PM 03:35PM 04:45PM
06:40PM 07:50PM 09:45PM 10:55PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
12:50PM 03:05PM 08:05PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 05:40PM

2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA

KARRLE TU BHI MOHABBAT

Bharat 09:00AM 09:35AM 10:10AM
11:20AM 12:20PM 01:30PM 02:40PM
03:40PM 04:15PM 04:50PM
06:00PM 07:00PM 08:10PM
09:20PM 10:20PM 10:55PM 11:30PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:00AM
12:00PM 02:30PM 07:30PM 10:00PM
Aladdin (3D) Hindi 09:10AM
Aladdin (3D) English 05:10PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix Hindi
09:20AM

Bharat 09:00AM 10:00AM 12:50PM
02:00PM 04:00PM 04:50PM
06:00PM 07:00PM 07:50PM
10:00PM 10:45PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 09:10AM
01:35PM
Muklawa Punjabi 11:25AM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) Hindi
11:50AM 09:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (3D) English
03:45PM

2019 | 18+ | Season 3 | Romance

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front, making
you think about them again and again.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Leave, cargo, elfish, fervid
ANSWER: The pleasures of love are always in proportion to our fears. Stendhal

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

Love Focus: Love life remains satisfactory.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Bharat 09:15AM 12:05PM 12:30PM
02:55PM 05:25PM 05:45PM 07:30PM
08:15PM 08:35PM 10:30PM 11:35PM
Muklawa Punjabi 09:35AM 11:10PM
Laiye Je Yaarian Punjabi 10:25AM
11:55AM 02:15PM 05:15PM
X-Men: Dark Phoenix English
03:20PM

Love Focus: Love may beckon some.

MIND THE MALHOTRAS
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH

SUDOKU

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Those in love can expect a scintillating time.

Synopsis: A peek into the life of
a modern-day couple with two
teenage daughters, a son, and
an annoying mother-in-law.

Starring: Shravan Reddy,
Naveen Kasturia, Vasuki
Synopsis: Contrasting journeys
of two copywriters from
different worlds in the world
of advertising, circa 1996.

Scary Movie 3
at 1727

EDITOR’S
PICK

1023 The Way
of The
Dragon
1204 Cats & Dogs
1338 Dunkirk
1531 Mission Impossible
1727 Scary Movie 3
1853 Eagle Eye
2100 Iron Man 2
2317 I Am A Legend

Thor Ragnarok at 1417

Inferno at 2100

0932 Gone In 60 Seconds
1145 Black Panther
1417 Thor Ragnarok
1644 Tom Yum Goong
1905 Dragonball: Evolution
2254 Tom Yum Goong 2

1157 Free Will 2: The Adventure
Home
1511 Passengers
1705 Blended
1905 The Ring
2100 Inferno

Toilet – Ek Prem Katha at
2000

The Real Tiger 2 at 1813

Starring: Ram Kapoor, Sakshi
Tanwar, Hiten Tejwani

HOSTAGES
2019 15+ Season 1 Thriller

Synopsis: Sakshi and daughter
Pia relocate with her best
friend to Mumbai, only to
bump into Ram, her ex.

Starring: Tisca Chopra, Ronit
Roy, Parvin Dabas

Raajneeti at 2230

Synopsis: A renowned is
ordered to assassinate the
chief minister, in exchange for
the survival of her family.

1355 Daring Gundaraaj
1630 Maharaja
2000 MLA Ka Power
2230 Raajneeti

1045 Gold
1349 Players
1712 No.1 Businessman
2000 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha
2312 Lake Placid: The Final
Chapter

0943 Kasam Hindustan Ki
1237 Dhadak
1525 Mohan Vadani
1813 The Real Tiger 2
2100 Businessman 2
2354 Kshatriya The Fighter
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RANI WILL BE ABLE TO PORTRAY
ME: ANJUM
Former Indian cricket captain Anjum Chopra admires
actor Rani Mukerji and calls her ‘a wonderful person’
Shreya Mukherjee
t’s raining biopics in
Bollywood, and specifically,
films based on the life of
sportspersons are being
accepted well. Even former
Indian cricket captain Anjum
Chopra wouldn’t mind a film
on her life and shares that she
has been approached for the
same a couple of times.
Though nothing concrete
has happened so far, the one
thing Anjum is sure about is
that if at all it happens, she
would prefer the film to focus
on the different aspects of her
life and not just cricket.
“Cricket forms a major part
of my life. It’s no doubt my
profession, but apart from that
I have written a book,
commentary is also something
that I do... I have always tried to
do different things. That has
been my personality and I hope
if a film is ever made [on my
life] then it should highlight
everything. I have never shied
away from trying anything
new; that’s more like me,” she
says.

I

Ask her who she thinks
would be able to do justice to
her character on screen and
Anjum is quick to name actor
Rani Mukerji. “She is a
wonderful actor and given her
experience, I think she will do a
wonderful job. Going by my
personality, I think she will be
a very good fit. However, I am
not a director and don’t
understand casting much, so I
can only say what I feel,” adds
Anjum, who knows Rani
personally as the actor had
launched the former
cricketer’s coffee table book
last year in Mumbai.
Did she at all think about
mentioning this to Rani?
Anjum laughs before adding, “I
don’t think I should do that... I
know her very well, she is a
wonderful person and quite
senior in her field… I admire
her a lot.” She shares that she
feels sports-based films inspire
young minds and their parents
to consider sports as a
vocation.“Whenever a sports
movie is made, it’s always seen
from the storytellers’
perspective. The sportsperson

or the team can’t go and relive
the life or the moments, so the
director needs to decide how
she/he is going to present the
narrative. You can see the
difference in films such as MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story (2016),
Bhaag Milkha Bhaag (2013),
Chak De! India (2007), Mary
Kom (2014), etc., each
approached the narrative
differently. While some are
inspirational, others also focus
on the person on whose life it’s
based on. But it goes without
saying that sports films are
motivating,” she explains.
When asked what was the
last film she watched, Anjum
names Badla. “I liked the
overall picturisation of the film
and the subtle message it gave
— about the power of
observation and precision,”
she says. So who is her
favourite actor in Bollywood?
“There is no dearth of talent in
Bollywood, from seniors to
juniors... but still a Salman
Khan or a Shahrukh Khan film
will remain on top of my watch
list,” she adds.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Kate, Daniel to appear on
celeb genealogy show
ate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe are set to appear
on the genealogy
documentary series Who Do
You Think You Are? The show,
which follows a celebrity
tracing their family tree in each
episode, is returning for its 16th
season, reported
DigitalSpy.Former X Factor
judge Sharon Osbourne, actor
Naomie Harris and TV
presenter Mark Wright,
comedian Katherine Ryan and
Have I Got News For You
captain Paul Merton will also
be a part of the show.
In a first, actor-comic Jack
Whitehall and his father
Michael Whitehall will appear
together to unravel their
family’s past.
“We’re delighted to have this
incredible line-up of stars and
to have captured these
journeys of discovery as they
explore their extraordinary
family trees. What they
uncover is revelatory, moving,
often funny and always
fascinating. Many of our
celebrities’ ancestors were
caught up in momentous
historical events which we are
covering for the first time in the

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ANJUM_CHOPRA

Sharan Kaur
debuts in
Munda
Faridkotia!

K

Kate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEDANIELRADCLIFFE

series,” executive producer
Colette Flight said in a
statement.
The commission editor of the
channel on which it airs,
Abigail Priddle, added she is
looking forward to the
upcoming instalment of the
show. “I’m thrilled that the
BAFTA winning Who Do You

Think
You Are? is returning... with
another amazing line up of
celebrities who will be delving
into their ancestry, it promises
to be a real treat for viewers,”
Priddle said.
PTI

Adil Hussain has
a special role in
Kabir Singh

SANDEEP REDDY VANGA
DIRECTOR

dil Hussain is
undoubtedly one of the
most talented actors we
have in our country today.
And he will soon be seen in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s first
Hindi film, Kabir Singh.
Sandeep needed an actor
who could command respect,
looked dignified and had an
aura around him. Though he
always wanted Adil for the
role, producers weren’t sure
whether Adil would do agree

haran Kaur, TV
actress and model, is
all set to launch in the
world of Punjabi cinema
with the upcoming movie
Munda Faridkotia, starring
opposite singer-turnedactor Roshan Prince. The
film is releasing on June 14
and is directed by Mandeep
Singh Chahal while
Dalmora Films and Monty
Sikka has produced it.
A great launching pad
for TV actress Sharan Kaur
in Punjabi film industry,
Sharan would be seen
playing a role of chirpy,
jovial, sincere yet
emotional girl ‘Mariyam’ in
the upcoming movie. The
character required her to
learn Pothwari dialect,
which is an important
part of the movie. Sharan
added, “While learning
Pothwari dialect was

S

Adil Hussain is a
brilliant actor. When
I planned to remake
this film in Hindi I
was very sure that I
wanted him to play
the part.

A

Sangeeta Yadav

to do a cameo. But Sandeep
went ahead and met Adil and
explained to him why he was
so important to the film. And
when the actor heard the
script and his part in the film,
he instantly agreed to do the
same.
That is one of the reasons
why Adil’s scenes were among
the last ones to be shot
because Sandeep didn’t want
to do them with any other
actor. “Adil Hussain is a

very crucial, I also had to
make transformations like
getting my noise pierced and
even gaining weight.
I believe that the look of the
character
holds a lot
of
signific
ance in

ctor Divyenndu doesn’t
fear taking up challenging
roles and experimenting
with different genres in his
career, but when it comes to
fashion and styling himself for
various occasions, he finds it
to be the “most challenging
thing”. And in all such
moments, his wife
Akanksha Sharma, who has
also studied fashion, comes to
his rescue.
“The credit for my styling
goes to my wife Akanksha. She
is a great stylist and is such a
big help because when it
comes to dressing up for any
occasion, I feel challenged. She
comes to my rescue. She
decides what looks nice on me
and what to experiment with.
She keeps it simple and not
jazzy. I’m very happy that she
is there with me in this,” says
the actor who debuted with

A
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Actor Adil
Hussain in
a still from
the movie

My wife is my personal
stylist, says Divyenndu
Pyaar Ka Punchnama (2011).
The 35-year-old, who is
happily married for the past
seven years, shares that he
had “a beautiful courtship
period” before tying the knot
in 2012 right after PKP — very
unlike his role in the film.
“Akanksha and I used to do
theatre together in college in
Delhi and that’s how
everything started,” says
Divyenndu, adding, “We were
in a relationship for a very
long time and [our bond] has
only grown stronger.”
Though both are party
mongers and are often spotted
by paparazzi, the actor, who
was seen in Batti Gul Meter
Chalu (2018) and Mirzapur,
says, “I like to keep my private
life private and I enjoy my
personal space. We do hang
out a lot at parties and social
events but we don’t do this to
show off.”
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

a movie.”
It has been an
absolute wonderful
experience of doing a
Punjabi movie. Every day
is a new learning in this
magical cinema.
Venturing into the
Punjabi film industry
from television has been a
beautiful learning
experience and transition
and I am really excited for
Munda Faridkotia to hit
the silver screen,” Kaur
said.
The movie has
been written by Deep
Jagdeep Jaedy,
Anjali Khurana and
Ravinder Mand.
It also stars Karamjit
Anmol, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Rose J
Kaur, Rupinder Rupi
and BN Sharma in
pivotal roles.

I WON’T USE
BOTOX: MINI
MATHUR HITS
BACK AT TROLL
ealing with trolls is part
and parcel of a celebrity’s
life. And recently, actor
and TV host Mini Mathur got a
taste of it.
“Story of every couple! ...
knocks it out of the park. Great
series, total humour. Kudos to
Mini Mathur, Cyrus Sahukar,
Denzil Smith... PS: Ms. Mathur,
it’s botox time,” wrote the user
in a tweet that has now been
deleted. The user was talking
about the web series which
marks Mini’s return to acting.
But Mini did not let the
inappropriate remark slide and
gave a befitting reply. “Thank
you...and no. I will not use
botox. It’s time the world got
comfortable with the fact that
women age, their talent does
not. Be happy that feisty lead
roles are being written for
women in their 40s. Would you
have rather a 20-year-old
playing a 40-year-old Shefali?”
wrote Mini.

D

HTC

brilliant actor. When I
planned to remake this film in
Hindi I was very sure that I
wanted him to play the part.
When I approached him, he
was gracious enough to do it,”
Sandeep says.
Kabir Singh, a T-Series and
Cine1 Studios presentation, is
produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Murad Khetani, Krishan
Kumar and Ashwin Varde.
The film releases on June 21.

HTC
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRENDERSEHWAG

Yuvi and his inspiring tales
Former cricketer Virender Sehwag went down memory lane
and shared this throwback picture with Yuvraj Singh, who
announced his retirement from international cricket, on
Monday. “Players will come and go, but players like
@yuvisofficial are very rare, they don’t come often. Gone
through many difficult times but thrashed disease, thrashed
bowlers & won every time. Inspired so many people with his
fight, determination & will-power. Best wishes always,
winner of hearts #yuvi,” Sehwag wrote.

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE NEVER
COMPARED
MYSELF WITH
STAR KIDS. I WAS
LAUNCHED WITH
ONE [TIGER
SHROFF]. AT NO
POINT I FELT THE
NEED TO
COMPARE.

BEHIND OUR
OUTWARDLY
GLAMOROUS
LIVES, THERE’S
A LONG LIST OF
MISSED
BIRTHDAYS,
ANNIVERSARIES,
AND NEW YEAR
HOLIDAYS.

KRITISANON,
ACTOR

SAIF ALI KHAN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Warina’s song in Dabanng 3
fter rumours about a
special song in Salman
Khan’s Dabanng 3 that will star
Mouni Roy, it was reported
that actor Warina Hussain has
been roped in for the song.
Pinkvilla quoted a source as
saying, “LoveYatri (2018) actor
Warina Hussain will be seen
getting playful with Khan in
the song. Choreographer
Vaibhavi Merchant is making
sure to blend Salman’s
trademark moves with the
new ones.” Now, SpotboyE.com
has reported that Warina has
already shot for the song at
Warina Hussain
Mehboob Studios.
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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‘DON’THAVETO
PUTSOMEONE
DOWNTORISE
HIGH’
Actor Radhika Madan refutes
any ‘sense of competition’
in the film industry

Juhi Chakraborty

hat Bollywood is a
highly-competitive
industry is not
something unheard of,
and one has, of course, heard
of several stories on how
cutthroat the world of
showbiz can get. But actor
Radhika Madan, who is two
films old, has a completely
different stance on things like
competition, rapport and
contemporaries.
The actor admits that she
shares a great rapport with
her contemporaries – Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi Kapoor –
and cheeringly says that “all
of them are too sweet.” She
adds that they all “talk to each
other and the vibe is very
chill. There is no sense of
competition, and there is
space for everybody.”
Madan also opines that “no
one has to put somebody
down” in order to achieve
rise higher in life and
“everybody can shine”. And
she credits the recent shift in
the film industry, wherein a
wide range of content is
available so that everyone can
make a place for themselves
without getting in each
other’s way, for the same.
“Luckily, we are in an era
where there are so many
projects. There is work for
everybody because many
good projects are being
made. We also have to
understand that not
everyone can do
everything. You need to
know what works for you
and you need to go ahead with
it. If you know that somebody
is doing a film we should
encourage them instead to
being jealous. At the end of
the day, you have to take
forward cinema,” explains the
actor, who made her
Bollywood debut with

T

FREEZE FRAME

‘It is not easy to
make a comeback’

Pataakha (2018), and also
starred in Mard Ko Dard Nahi
Hota.
Radhika is currently
shooting her third film,
Angrezi Medium with Irrfan,
where she plays his on-screen
daughter. But she is no
stranger to the world of acting
and has proved her acting
prowess in the popular show,
Meri Aashiqui Tum Se Hi,
which made her a household
name. But there have been a
few actors who have called
out Bollywood for its
prejudice against TV actors.
Asked if she ever faced any
bias when she started her
journey towards films, and
Madan shares, “The thing
with me was that I just
did one show, so many
didn’t know me that well.
Maybe it happens to TV
actors who have been in the
industry for a decade or so.
After my show went off the
air, I was auditioning and I
knew that I needed to unlearn
what I had learnt during my
TV days. I can’t be like I know
acting. People will only
attack you when they see
a reflection of your
past work in you.”

n

Sangeeta Yadav

hen actor Anjana
Sukhani decided to
take a mini break
from acting in 2017, she
never thought that it would
get stretched to three years.
But, now that she is back
and all geared up for her
comeback with Good News
starring Akshay Kumar,
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
Diljeet Dosanjh, she admits
that it’s “not that easy” to
get back in the groove.
“It becomes difficult to
restart again and I
wondered how am I
supposed to do it? There is
so much of complex
emotion that you go
through, that you just have
to literally seep in it to
understand where you are
headed,” explains Anjana,
who adds that “it was a long

W

sangeeta.yadav@hindustatimes.com

All of them [Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi
Kapoor] are too sweet.
We talk to each other
and the vibe is very
chill. We don’t have to
put somebody down to
reach up. Everybody
can shine.
RADHIKA MADAN ACTOR

WhenTahirRajBhasinmettheLittleMaster
he preparation for Kabir
Khan’s next film, ’83, is in
full swing. And recently,
the cast and crew left for
England to begin its shooting.
The movie stars actor Ranveer
Singh as former Indian cricket
captain Kapil Dev and
chronicles India’s glorious win
at the 1983 Cricket World Cup.
Interestingly, the first shooting
schedule also coincides with
the ongoing cricket World
Cup, which is underway in
England.
The talented star cast also
includes Tahir Raj Bhasin, who
is set to portray former
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.

T
Sophie Turner
and Matthew
Perry PHOTOS:
DANNY MOLOSHOK/
REUTERS;
SHUTTERSTOCK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/RANNVIJAYSINGHA

Indiaaa...India!
Actor-host Rannvijay Singha is having a blast with his
wife Prianka Singha in England, where the Cricket World
Cup 2019 is currently taking place. The two shared this
happy picture from The Oval in London.

TWITTER TWATTER

@karantacker: Stop,
reflect, Who you are, who
you want to be. Everything
comes a full circle, From life
to everything within. All
things that have a
beginning have an end...

n

Actor Anjana
Sukhani will be
soon seen in
Good News
starring Akshay
Kumar

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Juhi Chakraborty

@SonnalliSeygall: Too
early to put makeup on...?

wait” for her “but luckily
Good News happened.”
It has been a tough time
for Anjana personally too,
as her aunt, with whom she
shares a close bond, was
diagnosed with cancer and
after a year-long battle, she
succumbed to her illness.
And post that personal
setback, Anjana slipped
into depression.
The 40-year-old actor
says, “When pain gives you
that push, it suddenly
awakens something inside
you. That’s probably
happened to me.”
With the web space
opening up, Anjana feels
that it is a good time to
experiment. “The digital
medium has opened up
many doors for actors. I
think it will help me become
a better actor,” she ends.

@ShoojitSircar: Money
hungry vs Power hungry...
Both are ruthless, but which
one is more ruthless?
@MaheshNBhatt: Jahan
aaj hai rishton kii thehri huyi
sadak, Wahan par kabhi
behta hua ek dariya tha Neelesh Jain

HAD A CRUSH
ON MATTHEW
PERRY, REVEALS
SOPHIE TURNER
t seems that long before she
tied the knot with Joe Jonas,
Sophie Turner had a soft
corner in her heart for
Matthew Perry and wanted to
go on a date with the star.
On Friday, the 23-year-old
actor appeared on Twitter’s
Behind The Tweets series,
where she confronted several
old tweets, including one that
mentioned Perry’s character
on Friends, reported People. In
the tweet from 2016, Turner
wrote about when she
encountered ‘Chanandler
Bong’, a fan-known reference
of Perry’s character
Chanandler Bing on the longrunning sitcom.
“I would walk around the
corner every day to go to
Budgens... a great little
supermarket,” she explained.
“And I would see Matthew
Perry outside smoking a
cigarette... I bought a lighter
from Budgens so I could walk
up to him and offer to light his
cigarette.” Turner said she
tried to seek the help of social
media hoping Perry would
read her tweet.
ANI

I

Tahir Raj Bhasin is set to portray former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar in
’1983.

While last month, we learnt
that Ranveer spent 10 days
with the World Cup-winning
captain at his residence in the
Capital, now we hear that
Tahir has spent quality time
with the Little Master as part of
a crucial preparation
workshop. And as expected, it
was a dream come true
moment for the actor. “I’m
ecstatic that the meeting
happened at Lord’s where the
Indian cricket team won the
World Cup in 1983,” says Tahir,
adding, “It was incredible to
spend an entire day with him
exchanging notes about how I
want to play the part on screen.
It is a huge thrill as well as a
responsibility for me to play

him and I wanted my
preparation to be absolutely
perfect. After meeting him, I
feel much more confident
about doing justice to my
character.”
Sharing more insights,
Tahir says, “I learnt all about
the swag that Gavaskar
brought to the team in 83, and
his invaluable presence in the
dressing room. I wanted to
understand his thought
process and mindset during the
83 World Cup, and I have got
invaluable information from
him that will serve as notes for
me,” he shares.
And Tahir says he is now
fully equipped and is sure that
he’ll do a good job.

Jind Jaan will surely be loved by the audience: Team
he film is releasing
worldwide on June 14
The film Jind Jaan is
different from other Punjabi
films in terms of its grand
visuals and is full of
entertainment. Made under
the banner of BRS Films, its
producers are Pawan
Aggarwal and Karan
Aggarwal along with coproducer Dheeraj Bhandari.
The film is directed by
Darshan Bagga who has
written the story of the film
also. The screenplay of the
film has been written by none
other than veteran Rajeev
Kaul and the dialogues have
been written by Didar Gill
and Mintu. The renowned
singer Rajveer Jawanda is
making a debut as a lead
actor in Jind Jaan.
Alongside, the famed southactress, television star and
model Sara Sharma is also
entering in our Pollywood
through this film. Along with

T
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Rajveer Jawanda and Sara
Sharma, we will see famous
comedians like Jaswinder
Bhalla, Upasna Singh and
Harby Sangha also in
important roles. We will also
get to see the dashing Gaurav
Kakkar in a negative role

along with the famous
Bollywood comic villain
Swatantra Bharat.
According to the team, the
film will entertain the
audience as it features ribtickling comedy, high voltage
drama, power-packed action

and scintillating romance.
The team further added that
the trailer and especially the
music has a got a very
positive response from the
audience. The story of the
film is of a boy who goes to
Thailand from Punjab with

his mama on a very
special mission. There the
duo comes across the
heroine’s family who invites
the singer to teach music to
the actress. In comes a
Dangerous Don and the
villain, and whether or not
the duo will fulfill their
mission, is a mystery and will
be revealed in the film. This
film will showcase Upasna
Singh, Jaswinder Bhalla and
Harby Sandha in a triangle
and along with Swatantra
Bharat it will become a
hilarious love square for the
first time. The film will
actually tickle the funny
bone of the audience. Shot in
different locations, the film
has all the freshness to show
to its audience. After a gap of
few years, director Darshan
Bagga has really worked
hard on this film to make it
full of entertainment, which
the audience will definitely
like and appreciate it.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

DOWNLOAD EPAPER AT: www.hindustantimes.com/epaper

twitter.com/HTPunjab

facebook.com/HTPunjab

punjab.ht/chandigarh

6 PAGES

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2019

WEATHER
Wed 12

Thu 13

Fri 14

Thunder

Cloudy

Clear
Max

Max

40c

Max

42°c

Min

Min

26°c

26°c

Sunset
Wednesday at
7:24pm
Sunrise
Thursday at
5:21am

43°c
Min

25°c

Humidity
Max: 46%
Min: 15%

NATIONAL
BOXING
CHAMPIONSHIP

NO NEW
POLICY

LPG PIPELINE BLAST

DAY LATER, FIRE DEPARTMENT’S INSPECTION TEAM FINDS ZIRAKPUR
>>p2
HOUSING SOCIETY HAS RUPTURED HOSES, NO GAS SENSORS

CHANDIGARH BOXER PARVEEN ENTERS
BOYS’ SEMI-FINALS, ENSURES
MEDAL; IN THE GIRLS’ CATEGORY,
HARYANA CONTINUE THEIR
>>p6
DOMINANCE

UNDER PRESSURE
EDU DEPT HAS
SHELVED
PROPOSALS FOR A
NEW TRANSFER
POLICY FOR
TEACHERS >>p4

DIRTY WATER SUPPLY IN SEC 39

WATER SUPPLY LINE WAS MIXING WITH SEWAGE: THOUGH COUNCILLOR
CLAIMS PROBLEM IS FIXED, WATER REMAINS UNFIT FOR DRINKING >>p3

Yesterday’s temp: Max 43.9°C Min 28°C

shortstories
BODY FOUND
IN MOHALI’S
SECTOR 65A

Erratic power, water supply Weatherman forecasts
dust storm, rain today
unleash summer woes

MOHALI: The body of an unidentified man was found in Sector
65A, Mohali, on Tuesday. A
passer-by spotted the body lying
on a sidewalk on Kaimbwala
road and informed the police.
Police said the man seemed to be
aged around 45 years. The body
was sent to the mortuary of the
civil hospital in Phase 6, where it
will be kept for 72 hours for
HTC
identification.

SMART CITY? Unfinished repair work of Kajauli pipeline disrupts water supply
across city for the second day; high electricity demand leads to multiple outages

Hry power distribution body
to replace defective meters

CHANDIGARH : Already sweating

PANCHKULA : The Uttar Haryana
Bijli Vitran Nigam will now replace
defective or burnt electricity
meters without any cost, if they
were damaged within the
sanctioned load. If consumer has
used power over the sanctioned
load, the replacement of power
meter will be chargeable.
››P2

debate of
the week
COMMERCIALISATION

IS DEVELOPMENT
NEEDED AT COST
OF GREEN COVER
IN CITY?
Should development of
commercial space be allowed
in a landlocked city covering a
mere 114km area? Is it smart to
destroy its green cover to
accommodate more hotels,
offices and retail space? Write
to chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by June 14.

HT Correspondent

Munieshwer A Sagar and
Rajanbir Singh
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

due to the soaring temperatures,
Chandigarh residents’ troubles
were compounded by severe
water shortage and erratic power
supply on Tuesday.
Water supply to most city
areas continued to be disrupted
due to bursting of the common
header pipe of Phases 3 and 4 of
Kajauli waterworks on Monday.
Fluctuations and power cuts
impacted several sectors, as the
city’s peak power demand at 413
mega watt (MW) breached last
year’s record of 404 MW.
NORTHERN SECTORS
LEFT HIGH AND DRY
Northern sectors were the worst
affected with residents reporting
that not even a little water was
supplied to their houses.
Colonel Kulwinder Singh
(retd), president, Sector 10 resident welfare association (RWA),
said, “There was no water supply
since morning. We tried to complain, but there was no response
from MC officials.”
The situation was no different
in Sector 8, where RWA president
Ranvinder Singh Gill said, “After
low water pressure on Monday,

officialtake

›

Normal operations to
the Sector 39
waterworks have resumed.
Water supply has been
restored, and residents
will get normal supply on
Wednesday morning.

n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : As temperatures
soared well above 40 degrees Celsius in the city in the last few
days and frequent power breakdowns added to the residents’
woes, a reality check by Hindustan Times revealed that no
‘help’ was forthcoming from the
helplines set up by the Chandigarh electricity department for
complaints.
A majority of the numbers
mentioned under ‘electricity
complaint centres/attending
procedure’ on the department’s
website were not working or connecting to intended officials.
Information on the website
has also not been updated lately.
The website http://chdengineering.gov.in/pages/electrical_about_us.html mentions
Ranjit Singh both as the executive engineer and the superintendent engineer.
He did not take calls.
As mentioned on the website,
when a call was made to (0172)
2740057 for a power breakdown
complaint at the Punjab Engineering College (PEC), the
chatty attendant helpfully told
this correspondent that even

water was in short supply and
gave out another number for registering a complaint.
Another number (0172)
2651103 meant for sectors 19, 27,
28, 29 and surrounding villages
“did not exist”.
Calls made twice each to (0172)
2794987 for Sectors 6, 7 and 8 and
(0172) 2705542 for Sectors 20, 21,
22, 23 and 24 elicited no response
either.
The person answering
(0172)2770545, said it was the
maintenance booth and gave out
another number for electricity
complaints, but not without
informing this caller that their
booth also did not have electricity.
When (0172)
2780061 was
called, the
person who
answered
said power
connections
were tripping
due to excessive
summer load because of airconditioners and coolers.
To a question as to why the
numbers mentioned on the website did not connect to electricity
officials, the reply was that
these were not the depart-

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : While the week
started without any rain relief,
the weather department has
forecast thundershowers on
Wednesday, which may bring
the mercury down below 40
degrees.
“A system is developing in the
region, and a dust storm is likely
to start from Wednesday morning itself. Light rain is expected
to follow. However, as the system
is progressing, it is likely that
there might only be traces rain in
the city,” said India Meteorological Department (IMD) officials.
“The storm will be accompanied by gusty winds up to 50km
per hour. Rain is expected in
other parts of the region as well,
so the winds will have a cooling
effect, and may even cause the
maximum temperature to drop
below 40 degrees,” they said.
However, Surender Paul,
director, IMD, Chandigarh, said,
“After the system passes, clear
skies will make a comeback,
and temperature is likely to
cross 44 degrees again before the
weekend.”
On Tuesday, the maximum
temperature at 43.9 degrees
came slightly down from Monday’s 44.1 degrees, but brought
no respite from the searing heat.
Besides, the minimum temperature rose from 26.4 degrees on
Monday to 28 degrees on Tuesday, making even the night
warm.

SHAILENDER SINGH, supdt
engineer, public health, MC

MUKESH ANAND,
chief engineer, UT

there was no supply on Tuesday.
Residents suffer every summer.”
In Sector 48, JJ Singh, the RWA
president , said, “There is severe
problem of water shortage, particularly due to low pressure. We
have been told that the pipes are
being repaired before starting
24x7 water supply.”
On Monday, MC commissioner KK Yadav had said the
repair work of the common
header pipe, that supplied 29
MGD (million gallons daily)
water to Chandigarh, will be completed by Monday, and normal
supply will resume on Tuesday.
However, as normal supply
was not resumed, MC received
650 complaints from across the
city, of which it could solve just

300. On Tuesday, MC officials
claimed that supply should be
normal on Wednesday morning,
as repair of the Kajauli waterworks pipeline was completed by
noon on Tuesday .
“Normal operations to the Sector 39 waterworks have resumed.
Water supply has been restored,
and residents will get normal supply on Wednesday morning,” said
Shailender Singh, superintending engineer, public health, MC.
On regular complaints of low
water pressure, Singh said, “In
the next two weeks, we will be getting additional 20 MGD water
from the Kajauli waterworks
after the Phase 5 and 6 pipelines
become fully operational.”
Mayor Rajesh Kumar Kalia

POWER CUTS LEAVE
RESIDENTS SWEATING
There were several complaints of
power outages after supply to the
southern sectors was disrupted
on Monday night with the Mohali
Grid tripping at 11pm. Of the
city’s total power requirement,
47% comes from the Mohali Grid.
Swadesh Talwar, president of
the Sector 44-B RWA, said,
“Power outages have never been
as bad in Sector 44 as this year.
Two times this month, the power
transformer burned up. Even on
Tuesday, there was no electricity
till 3pm. Power cuts caused low
water supply as well.”
Sector 19B residents complained that for the past two days,
they had got power only for two
hours a day. In Sector 32-D also,
power supply remained erratic
all day, said Gurdev Ahluwalia,
the RWA president.
Mukesh Anand, chief engineer, UT, said, “With peak
demand rising, in some areas, the
supply is more than capacity.
But, we have ensured back-up
supply systems, so disruptions
are not for too long.” On fluctuations, he said these were localised
problems, and the department
was working to mitigate these.

NEIGHBOUR HELD
FOR RAPING
3-YEAR-OLD GIRL

UT head constable nabbed
taking ₹2,000 in bribe

Garbage collectors
agree to collect
segregated waste

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

Vivek Gupta

Non-functional electricity
helplines worsen troubles
Arshdeep Arshi

›

With peak demand
rising, in some areas,
the supply is more than
capacity. But, we have
ensured back-up supply
systems, so disruptions
are not for too long.

also assured that water pressure
will be normal by Wednesday.

n

ment’s numbers and that a call
should be made to (0172) 4639999,
the ‘control room’ for more information. There was no one at the
other end, however, to answer
the call.
Many residents on Tuesday
complained about electricity
problems and said that it was
fluctuating through the day.
Prabhpreet Singh, Sector 15 resident, said, “Earlier Chandigarh
never faced such problems, as
the grid was able to take the
load. I believe the problem is
with the monitoring system. The
attendants at the complaint centres are not in tune with the electricity department. A centralised system is
needed.”
SKChadha,
former chief
engineer,
however,
said, “Serious note
should be taken
of the calls not
being attended.
There should be a
centralised system
through which the
complaint is forwarded
to the official concerned.”

n
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MOHALI : A 25-year-old man was

CHANDIGARH :The Central Bureau

arrested for allegedly raping his
three-year-old neighbour in Raipur Kalan, Sohana, on Tuesday.
The victim’s mother told the
police that her husband and she
were away at work at a construction site in Sohana since 8am,
while their four children were
home. At work, she was informed
by a neighbour that Sonu, also a
labourer, who lived next door,
had raped her daughter.
When she rushed home, she
found her three-year-old daughter bleeding and crying in pain,
she said.
The accused, who had earlier
fled from the spot, was arrested
later. Acting on the mother's complaint, the police registered a case
under Section 376 (rape), and
POCSO Act at the Sohana police
station.

of Investigation (CBI) on Tuesday arrested a Chandigarh
Police head constable for
demanding and accepting a bribe
of ₹2,000 from a man facing proclaimed offender (PO) proceedings for not arresting him.
CBI officials said the accused,
Dalbir Singh, is deputed with the
Proclaimed Offender and Summon Staff branch of the
UT Police in Sarangpur.
On Monday, one Harbhajan
Singh, who works as a clerk at
the Punjab State Cooperative
Bank, Sector 34, approached the
CBI, stating that a local court
had issued PO summons against
him in a check bounce case
under Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881.
Under the Section, a dishonoured cheque is a criminal
offence, and punishable by
imprisonment up to two years or
fine.
“It was duty of Dalbir to serve
the summon to the complainant
as per the court orders. However, Dalbir threatened Harbhajan of arresting him as he had the
summon, and demanded ₹2,000
in bribe from him if he wanted to

ANOTHER NEIGHBOUR
HAD INFORMED VICTIM’S
MOTHER, WHO REACHED
THE HOUSE TO FIND
THE CHILD BLEEDING
AND CRYING IN PAIN

n

Girls use their dupattas to shield themselves from the scorching
heat in Sector 34 in Chandigarh on Tuesday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

n

TAINT ON KHAKI
October 2017: Sub-inspector Mohan Singh was
caught taking ₹2 lakh from
a financier to settle a case
of attempt to murder
against his three employees
at the Sector 31 police
station

n

Dalbir Singh, the accused

evade arrest,” said a CBI official,
privy to the matter, requesting
anonymity.
Following Harbhajan’s complaint, CBI laid a trap outside the
bank, and caught Dalbir redhanded while accepting the
₹2,000 bribe.
A case under Section 7 of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
was registered against Dalbir,
who will be produced in a court
on Wednesday.
The country’s premier investigation agency has arrested at
least eight Chandigarh cops on
corruption charges in the past
four years. All of them were
caught red-handed while accepting bribe.

May 2017: Head constable
Ram Kumar of Sarangpur
police station was arrested
for taking ₹10,000 in bribe
to dismiss a case pertaining
to a clash that took place in
March
January 2017: Head
constable Raj Kumar of the
Sector 31 station was
nabbed for accepting
₹5,000 in bribe from a Ram
Darbar resident
December 2015: A sub-inspector was caught accepting ₹15,000 from a person
after threatening to
implicate him in a false case
August 2015: Deputy
superintendent of police RC
Meena and a sub-inspector
Surinder Singh were
arrested in a ₹40-lakh
bribery case

2 senior citizens killed, 2 hurt as truck hits car parked on highway
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA: Two senior citizens died

and two others were injured
after a speeding truck collided
with a car parked near Jaggi
Centre on the Chandigarh-Delhi
highway on the intervening
night of Monday and Tuesday,
police said.
The deceased car passengers
were identified as Bakhtawar
Lal, 80, of Samalkha, and Lakha
Singh, 68, of Gharaunda, Karnal. Shamsher Singh and Rajiv
were injured.
In his complaint to the police,
Rajiv said they were headed to
Samalkha from Ludhiana on a
personal assignment when the

VICTIMS WERE HEADED
TO SAMALKHA FROM
LUDHIANA WHEN THEY
TOOK A HALT; AROUND
12PM, A SPEEDING
TRUCK HIT THEIR
CAR FROM THE REAR
accident occurred.
“We were parked by the road
when around 12pm, a speeding
truck hit our car from the rear,
which then collided with
another car,” he said.
“Passers-by rushed us to the
Government Hospital in
Ambala City, but Lakha died on
the way. Doctors referred Bakh-

tawar to the civil hospital in
Ambala Cantonment where he
died during treatment. Shamsher and I were discharged
after treatment at the hospital,”
Rajiv added.
Inspector Surender Singh of
Baldev Nagar police station said
the injured men had been discharged and the bodies handed
over to their families after postmortem examination.
A case under Sections 279
(rash driving), 304-A (causing
death by negligence) and 427
(mischief causing damage to the
amount of fifty rupees) of the
Indian Penal Code was registered against the truck driver,
who managed to flee the scene in
his vehicle.

AUTO CLAIMS LIFE OF
74-YEAR-OLD MAN
A rashly driven auto-rickshaw
claimed the life of a 74-year-old
pedestrian in Sector 10 on Tuesday.
Police said Sunderlal Gugnani, of Sector 15, Panchkula,
was walking towards the Sector
10 market with his son, Ashwani
Gugnani, 48.
In his complaint to the police,
Ashwani stated that when they
reached near a bus stop in Sector 10 around 11.30am, a speeding three-wheeler hit his father
from the rear.
The auto driver stopped and
identified himself as Nitya Nand
of Mauli Jagran. But on noticing
the gathering crowd, he sped

away in his vehicle.
Ashwani said his father
received severe head injuries
and was rushed to the civil
hospital in Sector 6, where doctors referred him to PGIMER,
Chandigarh.
However, Ashwani took his
father to a private hospital in
Sector 21 where he succumbed
to his injuries, ASI Partap
Singh, who is the investigating
official, said.
“Ashwani noted down the
auto’s registration number as
CH-01-TB-0401. Investigation to
trace the auto driver is underway,” he said, adding that the
accused had been booked for
rash driving and causing death
by negligence.

PEDESTRIAN KILLED IN
SECTOR 26 HIT-AND-RUN
CHANDIGARH: A 45-year-old
pedestrian was killed after
a truck hit him near the
Transport Chowk in Sector
26 on Monday.
Police said the victim,
Sudama Yadav, resident of
Sector 23, worked as a private tutor. He was crossing
the road when the truck hit
him and sped away.
Yadav was rushed to the
Post-Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), where

he succumbed to his injuries, police said.
A case under Sections
304A (death due to negligence), 279 (rash driving)
and 337 (act endangering
life or personal safety of
others) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered
against the unidentified
truck driver. Investigating
officials said they had the
truck’s registration number, and efforts were on to
trace the driver.
HTC

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:Ending the impasse,

private door-to-door garbage collectors have agreed to come on
board and help the municipal corporation (MC) make waste segregation a success in Chandigarh.
They have also agreed to
replace their existing manual
carts with diesel-run small vehicles for improvement in segregated collection of garbage after
MC promised to assist them
secure easy bank loans.
At a meeting between the garbage collectors’ body with MC
commissioner KK Yadav and
mayor Rajesh Kumar Kalia at the
MC office in Sector 17, it was
decided that a panel of officers
headed by additional commissioner Anil Garg will prepare a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) in consultation with the
garbage collectors to streamline
their working.
The first meeting in this regard
is scheduled on Thursday. The
mayor said Tuesday’s meeting
was a success in terms of bringing
garbage collectors on board and
addressing their concerns.
“Their role is crucial in making
waste segregation project a success, since they collect garbage
from nearly 2 lakh houses in
Chandigarh. In the MoU, there
will be clear terms to monitor
their working,” Kalia said.
A garbage collector, OP Saini,
said, “We all are on the right
track. We have got assurance
from MC that our people will not
be rendered unemployed, and we
will be allowed to continue to sell
recyclable waste.”
“In return,we will do our best
to make sure that dry and wet
waste is collected separately from
houses, and delivered in the same
manner to the MC collection
points,” Saini said.
“We are hopeful for early finalisation of the MoU when we meet
on Thursday again. Our 11 representatives will be present during
the meeting,” he said.
Meanwhile, MC will launch
waste segregation in Behlana on
Wednesday. Last week, the
project was started in Sarangpur
and Khuda Lahora villages.
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PIPELINE EXPLOSION IN ZIRAKPUR

Fire safety measures a farce
at Spangle Heights society

Thief strikes as
family sleeps,
attacks owner
in Barwala

DAY AFTER BLAST Fire dept finds cracked hoses, no gas sensors; puts society on notice

HT Correspondent

Shailee Dogra

PANCHKULA : A thief struck at a

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

house in a village in Barwala
here on Monday night as the
family was sleeping, police said.
However, when the thief was
confronted by the owner, he
allegedly hit attacked with a
knife and fled.
According to the police
officials, complainant Shishpal,
a resident of Bhareli village in
Barwala, said in his complaint
that after having dinner, all the
family members slept at around
10.30pm.
Shishpal said when he woke
up around 4:15am, he saw a
person standing at the main gate
of the house.
“The man standing at the
main gate of the house was
about to leave. He was carrying
a bag and other items. He saw
me coming and covered his face
with a cloth,” the complainant
told the police.

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

MOHALI : A day after a 60-year-old

woman, her son and their domestic help suffered burns following
a blast in the pipeline supplying
liquified petroleum gas (LPG) to
their apartment, an inspection by
the fire department found a dysfunctional fire system, damaged
water hose and an absence of
gas sensors at the housing society
in Zirakpur’s Dhakoli here on
Tuesday.
As the Punjab government has
not implemented the Fire Safety
Act, the fire department can only
inspect the sites and issue notices. Any action is under the purview of the district administration, so in case the housing society fails to rectify the
shortcoming, the fire department
can send a report to Mohali deputy commissioner.
n

FOUR YEARS OF
HAZARDOUS LIVING
For the last four years, the fire
department had been issuing
notices to the housing society
Spangle Heights but nothing had
improved on the ground. During
the inspection, the fire department found that though the firefighting system was in place in
the society, it was not in a working condition.
The water storage tank had
water but the hoses of the
hydrant were all either blocked
or ruptured. The connectors of
the fire-fighting systems were
also missing. Even though the
society of 200 houses has a reticulated gas system, also known as
piped gas system, to supply LPG
to households, there are no gas

n

Officials of the fire department inspecting the state of fire-fighting systems in place at Spangle Heights
HT PHOTO
in Dhakoli, Zirakpur, on Tuesday.

sensors to detect gas leakage.
HAPHAZARD PARKING
ADDS TO RISK
The haphazard parking in the
common area makes it difficult
for the fire tenders to reach in
case of an emergency.
The fire officials have directed
the resident welfare association
(RWA) of the housing society to
streamline the parking in the
common area of the society.
“We have issued a notice to the
housing society and directed
them to repair and ensure that
the fire-fighting system is in a
working condition,” said
Manjeet Singh, a fire officer from
Dera Bassi.

MONDAY’S FIRE
AND A LAWSUIT
On Monday, Usha, 60, and her son
Sunil Garg, 45, and their domestic
help, Raj Rani, 55, were injured
when Usha turned on the gas regulator and a blast ripped through
her second-floor apartment, damaging doors and windows.
Usha sustained burn injuries
on neck, chest, hands and legs
and was referred to PGIMER. Raj
Rani sustained burns on hands
and legs, and Sunil’s hands got
burnt while saving them.
Sunil said he will sue the
builder as well as the company
supplying LPG for failing to put
safeguards in place that led to
the fire.

WHAT IS PIPED
GAS SYSTEM
A reticulated gas system, also
known as piped gas system, is an
advanced method to supply LPG
to apartments as compared to the
conventional cylinder supply.
It is a piped network that supplies cooking gas to individual
flats through a centralised cylinder bank of around 80 commercial cylinders, usually kept in a
basement.
LPG from the cylinders is
piped through the header and
thereafter, it branches out to each
residential kitchen. The system,
however, has no sensors in place
to check leakage of gas that could
have prevented the blast.

MADEINCHANDIGARH
G U L PA N A G , 4 0 , AC T O R

City inspired my love for
the outdoors and nature
ON THE
MOVE
Living in
India’s best
planned city
taught actor
and
entrepreneur
Gul Panag
about living
a wellordered life

WORK
Actor, social activist, politician,
entrepreneur and Miss India title
winner in 1999, Gul Panag began
her film career with Dhoop, followed by Dor and a slew of films.
She was also the Aam Aadmi
Party’s candidate from Chandigarh in the 2014 polls.
HOMETOWN
Chandigarh
FAMILY
Panag is married to airline pilot
Rishi Attari and they have a son
Nihal. Her father, Gen Harcharanjit Singh Panag, retired from
the Army in 2008.
EDUCATION
She studied from class 3 to 6 at
Kendriya Vidyalaya-31, Chandigarh. A mathematics graduate
from Punjabi University, she
did post-graduation in political science from Panjab University.

GOT INTO A SCUFFLE
Officials said as per the complainant, the duo got into a
scuffle.
Assistant sub-inspector Zile
Singh said in the commotion of
the scuffle, jewellery and other
stolen goods fell down from the
bag of the accused and when the
complainant was picking the
things up, the accused attacked
him with a knife and fled.
The official said the accused
fled the spot after attacking the
complainant.
A case was registered under
section 458 (lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night
after preparation for hurt,
assault, or wrongful restraint)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) at
Chandimandir police station.

AREA OF EXPERTISE
Actor, entrepreneur
MY SECRET SAUCE
Define what success
means to you. Keep looking for opportunities.
Make the best of any
chance you get. Tap
into your potential to
achieve success.
THE MANTRA OF
SUCCESS IN ACTING
In acting, choose scripts that
work for you as it will add life
to your performance and
polish your skills.
THE TURNING POINT
Winning the Miss India

beauty pageant changed my life. It
not only marked my entry in Bollywood but also opened doors to
numerous other opportunities.
Fighting the Lok Sabha polls from
Chandigarh also gave me an idea
of what I see myself doing in life.
WHAT I OWE TO
CHANDIGARH
The city has shaped me as an individual. My love for the outdoors
and nature is inspired by the environment here. The well planned
suburbs of the city inspired me to
be an organised and planned person. It’s the city that gives me a
sense of direction in life.
THINGS I LIKE TO DO WHEN
I VISIT CHANDIGARH
I love driving around the city,
especially the gehri route of sectors 9,10 and 11. It makes me nostalgic about the old days when my
cousins and I used to go for long
drives, grab food at a dhaba and
eat in the car. I go to the Sukhna
Lake too.
HOW HAS THE CITY
CHANGED?
It has grown bigger in size as it is
now a seamless amalgamation of
three cities, the UT, Panchkula
and Mohali. With more people
coming in, the traffic here has also
increased. Also, now there are
many options in terms of entertainment from restaurants, theatres and shopping malls.
THE CHANGE I WOULD
WANT TO SEE IN THE CITY
The city should provide youngsters with more options beyond
conventional studies and
careers.It will hone their talent
and help the society to grow.
AS TOLD TO RIBHA SOOD

Hry power distribution body Dancers delight with Haryanvi performances
to replace defective meters
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : The Uttar Haryana
Bijli Vitran Nigam (UHBVN)
will now replace defective or
burnt electricity meters without
any cost, if they were damaged
within the sanctioned load. If the
consumer has used electricity
over the sanctioned load, the
replacement of power meter will
be chargeable.
The decision was taken during a meeting of the consumer
grievances redressal forum
(CGRF) held on Monday here.
The forum headed by CGRF
chairman Deepak Jain, with
other members including Ashwani Kumar Dhuan, Dev
Sharma, officials of the UHBVN
including executive engineer
Sanjeev Siwach and other subdivisional officials, discussed
several issues related to consumer grievances.
President of Panchkula citizen welfare association (CWA)
SK Nayar, a special invitee of the
Haryana Electricity Regularity
Committee (HERC), said the

IF THE CONSUMER HAS
USED ELECTRICITY OVER
SANCTIONED LOAD,
THE REPLACEMENT
OF THE BURNT
POWER METER
WILL BE CHARGEABLE
UHBVN officials have removed
power meters from the premises
of all consumers at their own
instructions and that too at their
own cost. The meters had been
installed in a haphazard manner, without any safety or protection, he said.
“There are no safeguards in
place for these meters from rain,
heat, bad weather, theft or even
fire. They have been installed by
the electricity department outside the premises, then, how can
any consumer be held responsible to recover the cost of damaged or burnt meters, except in
the case that the meter is burnt
due to overloading? The meter
has to be replaced by the UHBVN
at their own cost,” Nayar said

during the meeting.
OLD CASE, SIMILAR
CIRCUMSTANCES
Nayar also mentioned an order
of the Lok Adalat where a Faridabad resident had filed a case
against the Dakshin Haryana
Bijli Vitran Nigam (DHBVN) in
2015. He said the Lok Adalat had
given its decision that the power
department could not recover
the cost of the meter that gets
damaged when it was installed
outside the premises of a consumer as it was the responsibility of the distributor body.
UHBVN executive engineer
Sanjeev Siwach said it was
decided during the meeting that
no cost for defective meters or
burnt meters will be charged
from the consumers, except in
the case that the meter is burnt
due to overloading other than
the sanctioned load only.
Officials of the UHBVN said
that in case of a complaint of any
damaged or burnt meter, the
team will reach the spot and start
the survey of the electricity consumption within three hours.

Sangeet Natak Akademi in collaboration with Haryana Kala
Parishad organised a cultural
programme ‘Daaman Ki Phatkar: The mirror of Haryanvi
culture.
Haryanvi culture was presented with the help of folk
songs, folk dance, Haryanvi
comedy skit and more. The play
was directed by Ravi Shankar.
The programme began with
the Saraswati vandana, followed
by Haryanvi dance, in continuation with the song ‘Mere yaar
Sudama re’, a popular song by
Isha Panchal and group were
presented.
Bham lehri dance and Haryanvi skit ‘Meri beti mahan’ were
the last items to be presented.
Chairman, CSNA, Atul
Sharma, honoured director
Ravi Shankar and the artistes.

850 BOXES OF
LIQUOR SEIZED
MOHALI: A truck driver was
arrested with 850 boxes of liquor
in Kharar on Tuesday. The accused
has been identified as Jasbir
Singh. He was arrested at a naka
in Kharar when the police stopped
the truck for checking and found
the boxes of liquor meant for sale
in Chandigarh. A case was registered under the Excise Act. HTC

NFL ladies’ club gives
₹50K aid to Red Cross
RUPNAGAR: Surbhi Mahila Milan,
the ladies’ club of National
Fertilisers Limited (NFL), Nangal,
provided a financial assistance of
₹50,000 to the District Red Cross
Society for running an ‘apni rasoi’.
The Surbhi Mahila Milan president
Kiran Mehta and other members
of the club handed over a cheque
of ₹50,000 to Rupnagar deputy
commissioner Sumeet Jarangal
here on Tuesday. Kiran Mehta said
Surbhi Mahila Milan organises a
Diwali Mela every year and the
proceeds are used for undertakHTC
ing welfare activities.

Bike-borne men
hack 50-yr-old to
death in Ludhiana
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: In a shocking road rage
incident, two motorcycle borne
miscreants hacked a 50-year-old
man to death with sharp-edged
weapons after he shouted at them
for nearly running him over. The
incident took place near Jalandhar Bypass Chowk on Monday
night.
As per information, the victim,
Vishnu Dev Yadav, 50, who works
as a porter at Ludhiana Railway
station, was talking to his family
over the phone when two bikeborne men drove past him recklessly. After the close shave,
Yadav started shouting at the
men following which the accused
came back and started roughing
him up.
The accused then attacked him
on the neck with sharp-weapon
and fled. Even after the attack,
the victim reportedly walked for
about 20 metres and reached his
rented accommodation in Grain
Market but collapsed soon after.
His roommates rushed him to the
civil hospital, from where he was
referred to Christian Medical
College and Hospital, but he died
on the way.
On being informed, the Salem
Tabri Police reached the spot and
initiated investigation. The cops
have also been scanning footage

VICTIM, WHOSE FAMILY
LIVES IN BIHAR, WORKS
AS A PORTER IN THE
CITY; FRIEND SUSPECTS
THE MISCREANTS ALSO
TRIED TO SNATCH HIS
MOBILE PHONE
of closed-circuit television
(CCTV) cameras installed in the
area but have so far been unable
to gather any clues.
Two suspects have been captured in the CCTVs, but the footage is not that clear.
The police have rounded up
some of the suspects and are
questioning them. Inder Narayan, a friend of the victim, stated
that Vishnu was talking to his
family in Samastipur, Bihar,
when the incident took place.
“After we saw him lying
unconscious in a pool of blood, we
called an ambulance. As the
ambulance did not arrive, we
took him to the hospital in an
auto. One of the tyres of the auto
was punctured, but the driver
managed to drive it to the hospital,” he said. Narayan suspects
the accused may have tried to
snatch the victim’s mobile phone.
A case under Section 302 (murder) of the IPC was registered.

Artistes performing during a cultural programme organised by the Chandigarh Sangeet Natak Akademi and Haryana Kala Parishad at the
Tagore Theatre in Sector 18, Chandigarh, on Tuesday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

A H E A D O F A S S E M B LY P O L L S

Panchkula MLA asks MC to expedite work
HT Correspondent
n

shortstories
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PANCHKULA : Ahead of the upcom-

ing assembly elections, Panchkula MLA Gian Chand Gupta on
Monday took up several projects of the municipal corporation (MC) and asked them to
speed up the tendering process
so that the projects get comp l e t e d
i n
a
time-bound manner.
Gupta, along with MC commissioner-cum-administrator
Rajesh Jogpal and other civic
body officials, held a meeting at
the MC office in Sector 14 here,
in this regard.
During the meeting, Jogpal
discussed about the projects
which are under process and
work allocation is yet to be allotted. MLA Gupta also reviewed

n

Panchkula MLA Gian Chand
Gupta

the projects carried out by the
civic body in the last two years
and asked the officials concerned to complete the tendering process of the pending projects soon.
Jogpal said the projects
include work under AMRUT
(Atal Mission for Rejuvenation

and Urban Transformation)
scheme—sewerage system
including construction of nine
sewerage system plants (STPs)
for 14 villages inducted in MC
limit, having an estimated cost
of ₹48.11 crore.
Jogpal said they are aiming to
complete major projects within
three months.
“In some of the upcoming projects, technical and administrative approvals have been sought
after which work to start those
projects will commence by tendering. We are following the
directions of the government in
executing the projects,” he
added.
Gupta said, “Some of the projects are in the final stages and
were discussed for their speedy
completion so that residents
could avail the facilities. Major

projects under AMRUT scheme
are already undergoing and will
be completed soon.”
The civic body has sought
administrative approval for the
two banquet halls, one each in
Panchkula and Kalka. The
approval for three slaughterhouses is also awaited which
will be constructed in Panchkula, Pinjore and Kalka.
IN PIPELINE
The upcoming projects also
include a new office building of
the MC in Sector 3, entry gate at
housing board point, 53 bus
queue shelters, rehri market in
Sector 19, entry gates for 21 villages of Panchkula zone, entry
gates for 32 villages of PinjoreKalka and drinking water supply in Panchkula villages under
AMRUT including 3 tubewells.

Ludhiana woman
accuses husband
of abducting sister;
case registered

Govt to spend ₹27cr under smart
village scheme in Fatehgarh Sahib

LUDHIANA: A 26-year-old woman
lodged an abduction case against
her husband after her sister went
missing on May 29. The complainant said she got married to the
accused six years ago but they
were unable to bear a child. She
said the accused used to hold her
responsible and thrash her.
She said the accused had even
asked her parents for 17-year-old
sister’s hand in marriage. On
May 29, when her sister, a student
of Class 11, was on way to school,
the accused allegedly abducted
her. A case of kidnapping and
abduction of a minor under the
IPC was registered.
HTC

FATEHGARH SAHIB : The Punjab

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

government is spending ₹27
crore in Fatehgarh Sahib district under the smart village
scheme for the overall development of 301 villages of the
district.
Deputy commissioner Prashant Kumar Goyal said the
government had started this
scheme for the large scale development of villages.
The developmental projects
include village sewage system,
development of village ponds,
recarpeting of lanes and roads,
parks, playgrounds, stadiums,
gymnasiums, installation of

301 VILLAGES WILL
BENEFIT FROM
DEVELOPMENTAL
PROJECTS SUCH AS
ROAD RE-CARPETING,
CCTV CAMERA
INSTALLATION, GYMS
CCTV cameras, construction of
bus shelters, development of
cremation grounds, water supply, community library, waste
management, development of
schools and civil dispensaries
etc., as part of this scheme,
he said.
The deputy commissioner

disclosed that the priority
would be given to the development of village ponds so that
people would not face problems
like water stagnation.
Moreover, ponds would be
filled with clean water that can
be used for the irrigation
purposes.
He said that the instructions have been already issued
to the concerned officials for
the timely completion of ongoing projects and a speedy completion of the pending process
for starting other developmental projects under this
scheme.
He said compromise regarding the quality of the projects
would not be tolerated.

UNIDENTIFIED
CALLER BOOKED
FOR STALKING
OPERATOR
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : The police on Tuesday booked an unidentified man
for allegedly harassing and
stalking a 27-year-old computer
operator on the phone, at the
deputy commissioner’s (DC)
office here in Sector 1.
According to the officials, the
woman in her complaint said
she works as an operator at the
helpline centre of the DC office.
On Friday evening, she received
a call on the helpline number
1950, from a mobile number, she
said.

‘KEPT CALLING
REPEATEDLY’
“The man used objectionable
language and also abused me on
phone. The first time, I warned
him and disconnected the
phone, but he kept calling back.
I kept his call but he called five
times and repeated the same
objectionable language, with
lewd comments and abuses,”
the woman told the police.
Sector 5 station house officer
(SHO) inspector Ram Pal said,
“After the complaint was
received, the matter was investigated and we have booked an
unidentified person in the matter.”
He said that the woman has
also submitted the mobile number from which the calls were
being received, and the cyber
cell is tracking the number.
A case was registered under
Sections 354A (sexual harassment) and 354 D (stalking) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at the
Sector 5 police station.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
WE DNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2019

tricity

posing
DirtywaterhasSec39 Tricksters
as courier boys
Mohali
residentsatwits’end defraud
residents
UNBEARABLE MC says damaged supply line has been fixed
HT Correspondent Singh
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :It has been almost a

month since residents of Sector
39 have been getting dirty and
pungent water supply. Residents
say sewage is getting mixed with
water, leaving it filthy and
undrinkable.
Earlier, many residents had
fallen sick because the supply
was getting mixed with a sewage
line in the sector. Many residents had reported that they
were suffering from stomach
problems because of the dirty
water.
President of Sector 39B (HIG)
residents’ welfare association
(RWA)Amardeep Singh said residents were facing a tough time
as the water supply still hadn’t
improved. “The municipal corporation (MC) workers continue
to dig, looking for the leak in the
supply, but are unable to find it.”
Kuldeep Soni, a resident, said
the digging operations were
causing a lot of trouble for them.
“It takes us thousands of rupees
to get the holes filled. The pits are
creating a chaos in our neighbourhood. There is no space left
for parking anymore,” he said.
Singh said, “MC officials wake
us up at 5.30am every day to get
water samples from our houses.
They add chlorine to the water
and it is supposed to turn yellow
if the sample is clear, but it
doesn’t. It has been days but the
supply is still not clean.”
Ajaib Singh, another resident,
said the water had a foul smell,
which makes it hard to use it
even for washing and cleaning.
‘FAULT FIXED’
Area councillor Gurbax Rawat
said MC officials had found
where the water supply line had

ASKED VICTIMS TO PAY
POSTAGE CHARGES
THROUGH CARDS AND
THEN WITHDRAW MONEY
FROM THEIR ACCOUNTS

n

Pits dug up by MC workers to find the damaged supply line are
HT PHOTO
creating parking problems, say residents.

been damaged. “It was beneath a
house and has been fixed as per
my knowledge. We will check if
residents are still facing any
issue,” she said.
An MC official, on the condition of anonymity, said the fault
had been fixed and they were

only running tests now. “It will
take a day more for the dirty
water to leave the pipes after
which the supply will be clean,
said the official who, however,
didn’t confirm whether water
samples were passing the tests or
not.

Dance tutor who stole Estranged hubby,
₹5L lands in police net gym trainer among
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A 19-year-old dance

tutor has been arrested for stealing ₹5 lakh from his student’s
houseandbuying13pairofshoes
and electronics with the money,
in Manimajra.
Policesaidthe accused, Akash
alias Ashish of Manimajra, was
arrested after they received a
complaint from Chunni Lal, a
resident of Rajeev Vihar, alleging that he had kept ₹5 lakh in an
almirahathishouse,whichwere
stolen on Monday.
Investigating officials said
that on the basis of preliminary
investigation, they zeroed in on
Akash who would teach dance to
Chunni Lal’s six-year-old grandson at his house. “ Akash was
giving dance classes to the boy

for the past two months and
would come to the house in
absence of the complainant.
Upon sensing an opportunity, he
struck and stole the money,”
said an investigating official,
privy to the matter.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:

BOUGHT 13 PAIRS
OF SHOES, IPHONE
Following the arrest of Akash,
police recovered ₹2.52 lakh from
him while he had spent the
remaining amount for buying 13
pairs of shoes, a laptop, four
watches, an Apple iPhone and a
purse. He has been booked under
Sections 380 (theft in dwelling
house) and 411( dishonestly
receiving stolen property) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at Manimajra police station. He was produced in a court and sent to oneday custody.

tricitytoday
JUNE 12, 2019

LAUNCH OF THEATRE PRODUCTION
Punjab Theatre Academy will launch ‘Nanak
Ayea Nanak Ayea Kul
Duniya Taran Ayea’, a
historical theatre
production from Britain.
The production has been
written and directed by
Tajinder Sindra.
Where: Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27,
Chandigarh
When: 12.30pm

IDEAS WANTED
The UT administration and
Chandigarh Smart City Ltd
with the collective ACT!
Chandigarh have invited from
the public ideas on mobility,
neighbourhood, economy
and community. The last
entry date is June 12. The first
prize is Rs 40,000 and runners up will win Rs 20,000. Ideas now should be
submitted for sectors 22 and 35. Email heritage.chandigarh@gmail.com;
act.chandigarh@gmail.com

GUIDANCE SEMINAR
In a first-of-its-kind initiative, all the post
doctoral fellows of Panjab University
(PU) will conduct a guidance seminar for
all PhD scholars to guide them to crack
the prestigious post doc fellowships.
Where: Seminar hall, police administration, emerging areas building, PU
When: 11.30am-12.30pm

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector 15B, 40A
and 46

two booked for
molesting woman

Sector 15B
Sector 40A
Chandigarh

MOHALI: Sector 57 and Phase 11 Sector 57
PANCHKULA: Sector 26
Mohali

Sector 46

Panchkula

Phase 11
Sector 26

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

Police on Tuesday
booked a woman’s estranged
husband and a gym trainer for
sexually harassing her.
The gym trainer has been
identified as Prashant.
In her complaint, the victim, a
Sector 71 resident, said she had
moved from Himachal Pradesh
to Mohali owing to strained relations with her husband.
She said she met Prashant at a
gym here. He had lured her to
learn bhangra and make a living
by becoming a bhangra trainer.
Prashant then hired her to learn
bhangra and later forced her to
provide the service.
She said Prashant had once
forcibly taken her to his room in
Sector 91 where he outraged her
modesty and even videographed
her while doing so.
She said it was her husband
who had told Prashant to record
the video in order to use it to his
advantage in the ongoing
divorce case.
Police have registered a case
under Sections 354B (use of criminal force to woman with intent
to disrobe), 354C (any man who
watches, or captures the image
of a woman engaging in a
private act), 366 (kidnapping,
abducting or inducing woman to
compel her marriage), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 506
(criminal intimidation) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code at the Sohana
police station.

LABOURER FALLS
TO DEATH IN
ZIRAKPUR
MOHALI: A 30-year-old labourer

MOHALI :At least 17 persons have

approached the Mohali police,
stating they were duped by tricksters posing as courier delivery
boys.
The modus operandi in all the
cases is similar. First, the victims get a call from a courier
company informing about a gift
package that is to be delivered.
Then the courier delivery person tells the customer that they
have to pay a nominal amount of
₹200 of ₹250 as postage charges
for which they are asked to swipe
their debit or credit card on a
point-of-sale (POS) machine.
A day after the customer
makes the payment using a card,
fraudulent withdrawals are
made from their accounts. Complainants say they have lost anywhere between ₹50,000 and
₹90,000 and the money was either
transferred from their bank
accounts or payments were
made on credit cards without
their knowledge. DSP cyber cell
Rupinderdeep Kaur said the
matter was being probed. HTC

03

n

Though the recarpeting of the road between Zirakpur and K-Area was completed on Tuesday, the rush of
HT PHOTO
tourists travelling to Kasauli and Shimla for vacations added to traffic snarls.

Recarpeting spells chaos on
P’kula-Zirakpur highway
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Traffic snarls on the

Panchkula-Zirakpur highway
are not expected to ease
any time soon, owing to
recarpeting work of the road
between Zirakpur and K-Area
besides increasing number of
tourists travelling uphill to
Kasauli and Shimla for summer
vacations.
The situation is the worst for
daily office-goers and commuters who stay stuck in long

queues of vehicles as one lane of
the road was closed due to the
recarpeting work. Adding to
chaos are the vehicles moving
back on the highway.
Though the recarpeting work
was completed on Tuesday,
increase in the number of vehicles moving uphill kept on adding to the inconvenience.
TRAFFIC LIGHT
SETUP ALSO AN ISSUE
The traffic lights of Patiala
Chowk and Panchkula lie too
close and are not in sync, which

leads to congestion at the chowk.
A traffic cop, not willing to be
named, said the inflow of the
traffic going uphill had
increased, so the vehicles passing through Zirakpur, too, have
seen a rise in number as most
people use the Zirakpur-Panchkula road to travel towards
Shimla.
“I will ensure that more staff
is deployed to manage the traffic
so that congestion is reduced and
commuters are not harassed,”
said Sarabjeet Singh Cheema,
Zirakpur traffic in-charge .

slipped in the stairs and fell to
death at a houseunder constructioninAerocitynearZirakpuron
Tuesday.Thedeceased,Subhodh
Kamat of Bihar, was working in
Block G of Aerocity, police said.
Contractor Kesar Singh told the
policethatonMondaynight,Subhodhclimbed upthe rooftosleep
butwhenhedidnotcomedownin
the morning, he (Kesar) went up
to check, and found his body on
the wooden stairs.
Subhodh, who is survived by
his wife and three children, had
fallen off the third floor and
crashed on the roof of the second
floor, police said, adding, he
mighthaveslippedonthewooden
stairs.
BrotherofthedeceasedManoj
alleged that Subodh was killed.
The body has been kept in a mortuary at the civil hospital, Dera
Bassi, for postmortem.
JURISDICTION TUSSLE
After spotting the body, Kesar
informedtheownerofthehouse,
who informed the Sohana police
station, who told him to get in
touchwiththeAirportpolicestation. When the police team
reached the spot, they told the
owner that the area where SubhodhhaddiedfellunderthejurisdictionofZirakpurpolicestation.
Thepolicestationwascontacted,
following which a team reached
after two hours.
HTC

Traffic cops test makeshift rotaries in city
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
traffic police has begun installing makeshift roundabouts as
part of a project to ensure
smooth flow of traffic in the city.
The roundabouts set up with
barrels have come up at two
intersections, one of Sector 51A
and D, and the other of Sector
50A and D. The project was
started about a month ago, when
three traffic barricades were put
up at the Sector 50 intersection,
butwereremovedaftertwodays.
Though no fatal accident has
taken place at the intersections
that do not have traffic lights, the
traffic police aims to ensure better compliance to traffic rules
through the rotaries.
Punjab traffic adviser Navdeep Asija said rotaries act as a
mental deterrent for drivers,
which force them to slow down
and thus, prevent accidents.
It was also decided to ban the
removal of rotaries at intersections after two students of Straw-

berry Fields High School, Sector
26, Siddhant Sapra and Abhay
Mohan, in a representation to
the UT administrator and Punjab governor VP Singh Badnore,
had opposed the administration’s decision to demolish the
Sector 32-33 roundabout.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP, traffic) Shashank
Anand said, “We have tried to
simulate a roundabout to assess
its impact. This has helped
reduce petty accidents and we
have received a favourable
response from the locals. We will
recommend to the chiefarchitect
to consider sanctioning a permanent roundabout at the two locations. Other locations are also
being explored.”
MORE FREE LEFT TURNS
After a favourable response to
the ‘free left turn’ initiative by
the traffic police, under which
traffic cones were put near light
points to demarcate a left lane,
the project, which was started at
just five intersections in the city,
has now been expanded to nine

n

A makeshift rotary made with barrels has been set up at the dividing road of Sector 51A and D to slow
HT PHOTO
down vehicles so as to avoid accidents.

intersections.
These include Poultry Farm
Chowk towards Ambala; Sector
29/30/31/32 chowk; Sector
3/4/9/10 chowk; Sector

2/3/10/11 chowk; High Court
Chowk; Sector 24/25/36/37
chowk; Sector 8/9/17/18 chowk;
Sector 16/17 light point; and Sector 25/38 intersection.

Patiala man let off
in 2017 drugs case

GRIPPING GESTURES

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The district court
acquitted a Patiala man in a
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act
case of October 2017.
The accused, Gurpreet Singh,
was arrested at a naka near the
community centre in Sector 49
on October 10, 2017, for allegedly
possessing 10 grams of heroin.
Police had caught him on a
suspicion as he allegedly tried
fleeing after seeing the cops.
Police said he had tried to
throw a polythene pouch from
the pocket of his pyjama. On
checking, police found the
pouch to contain the contraband.
n

Besides, the traffic police have
also put up cones along the road
at the rear of Sadar Bazaar in
Sector 19 to deter people from
wrong parking.

WAS ARRESTED AT A
NAKA IN SEC 49 IN
OCTOBER 2017 FOR
ALLEGEDLY POSSESSING
10 GRAMS OF HEROIN
The accused could not produce any licence or permit for
carrying the contraband, following which a case was registered against him under Section
21 of the NDPS Act.
After the arguments, the
court held that the prosecution
had failed to prove the offence
beyond a reasonable doubt. The
court gave Singh the benefit of
the doubt and acquitted him of
all charges.

Danseuse Veena Mani performing kuchipudi during the 259th monthly baithak programme at the
Pracheen Kala Kendra, Sector 35, in Chandigarh on Tuesday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

68,300 saplings planted in city last year
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : As many as 68,300

saplings were planted by the forest department as against the
target of 63,000 saplings in the
city during 2018-2019.
The data was revealed as per
the ‘Greening Chandigarh
Action Plan 2019-20’ released by
Punjab governor and Chandigarh administrator VP Singh
Badnore and at Punjab Raj
Bhawan, on Tuesday.
The chief conservator of forests, Chandigarh, Debendra
Dalai, said the city preserved
about 41% of the total area
under forest and green cover. To
increase the green cover in
Chandigarh, the ‘Greening
Chandigarh Action Plan
2018-19’ was prepared for implementation by all the greening
agencies.
As against the target of 55,000
saplings to be distributed, the
forest department distributed
59,602 saplings to the residents

HERBAL PARKS TO COME UP
CHANDIGARH: City mayor
Rajesh Kumar Kalia and
municipal commissioner
KK Yadav inspected the
nurseries maintained by
the horticulture division on
Tuesday.
During the visit, engineers concerned were also
present at the nursery in
Sector 29, where saplings of
various flowering and
ornamental trees are being
maintained.
Yadav directed the officials to develop a herbal
park in a part of the city,

of Chandigarh.
The horticulture wing of the
UT administration planted
33,960 saplings as against the
target of 20,000 saplings, while
the horticulture wing of the
municipal corporation (MC)
planted 42,352 saplings against

and replicate it in other
areas as well. Kalia suggested that the first herbal
park be developed in Maloya village.
The commissioner
directed the engineers to
enhance the compound
area of all the nurseries.
The mayor also directed the
engineers to use saplings of
4 feet or more height for
plantation drive in the
upcoming monsoon. He
told them to follow the
Urban Green Guidelines
during the drives.
HTC

the given target of 40,000 saplings.
Since 2,82,822 saplings were
planted against the target, the
achievement is a whopping
116%.
As many as 2,52,000 saplings
will be planted during 2019-20.

The target of plantation
assigned to the forest department is 65,000 saplings and that
assigned to the horticulture
wing of the engineering department is 22,000 saplings. The target given to the MC is 40,000 saplings. The greening balance is to
be achieved by these three agencies through free distribution of
or by selling saplings.
GREENING GUIDE
RELEASED
Badnore also released a pictorial guidebook titled ‘Single-use
Plastic and Polythene Ban in
Chandigarh’ compiled by the
department of environment. It
contains information about
plastic items banned for
use and allowed usage of in
Chandigarh.
A plantation drive will also be
organised in schools, colleges,
residential colonies, villages,
hospitals and other public and
private lands as part of the Van
Mahotsav celebration during
July to August.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

education/ tricity

hindustantimes

H INDUSTA N TIMES, C H A N D I G AR H
WE DNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2019

Varsity assures
action on demands
of disabled students

No rehab fund for child labourers in UT
DEPRIVED Conference throws light on need for coordinated efforts to eliminate child labour, periodic rescue operations
Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

HT Correspondent

KNOW CHILD LABOUR AMENDMENT ACT

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : There is no child

and adolescent labour rehabilitation fund set up in the UT
despite the fact that the Child
Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016 mandates every local government to
constitute a fund for rehabilitation of the child rescued from
bonded labour.
This was confirmed by the
Varun Beniwal, assistant labour
commissioner (ALC) of the UT
labour department, while
addressing a roundtable
conference organised by the
Chandigarh Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(CCPCR) on the occasion of
World Day against Child Labour
at the UT Guest House, Sector 6,
here on Tuesday.
Officials of the municipal corporation along with members of
Chandigarh Beopar Mandal,
Chandigarh Traders Association (CTA), Federation of Sectors
Welfare Associations Chandigarh (FOSWAC), State Legal Services Authority (SLSA) among
other associations, attended the
conference on child labour.
Discussing the challenges
faced by the administration in
rehabilitating child labourers,
Beniwal said the department
will begin the process of setting
up a rehabilitation fund soon.
“The labour department officials
will also make coordinated
efforts for elimination of child
labour in future,” he added.
Arjun Sharma, co-chairperson, District Child Protection
Society, said the decision
regarding setting up of fund was
taken up with the previous ALC,
however, due to some reasons it

shortstories
EXPERIMENTAL
LABS OPEN
AT RAYAT BAHRA
MOHALI : Central nervous system
(CNS) behaviour and cardiovascular system (CVS) digital experimental laboratories were inaugurated at the University School Of
Pharmaceutical Sciences (USPS),
Rayat Bahra University, Mohali, on
Tuesday. They were inaugurated
by the University vice-chancellor
Dr Daljit Singh and registrar OP
Midha. The labs are set up by the
USPS head Gurfateh Singh and
equipped with all instruments
required for research in the field
of experimental pharmacology.

UG web designing course
starts at CGC Landran
MOHALI: Chandigarh Group of
Colleges, Landran, started a
three-year undergraduate course
in graphic and web designing on
Tuesday. The course admits Class
12 pass outs from all streams.
Director PN Hrisheekesha said
students will be able to reach out
to IT companies, advertising
agencies, media agencies and
design studios which are now
associated with the college.

‘Asian countries pose threat
to developed nations’
PATIALA: A two-day international
conference on ‘Asia’s Development Experiences in 21st Century’
commenced at Punjabi University
on Tuesday. The conference is
being organised by the Centre for
Development Economics and
Innovation Studies, Planning
Commission Chair, department of
economics, Punjabi University, in
collaboration with the Association
of Asia Scholars, New Delhi.

n

Assistant labour commissioner Varun Beniwal (extreme right) along with CCPCR chairperson Harjinder
Kaur (extreme left) during a conference at the UT Guest House in Chandigarh on Tuesday. RAVI KUMAR/HT

ASSISTANT LABOUR
COMMISSIONER VARUN
BENIWAL SAYS THE DEPT
WILL SOON COME UP
WITH A REHABILITATION
FUND IN CHANDIGARH
could not be set up then.
“The issue has once again
been brought to my cognisance
and we will set up a rehabilitation fund soon,” said Sharma.
Meanwhile, FOSWAC president Baljinder Singh Bittu said
periodic rescue operations must
be undertaken to rescue roadside beggars.
UT senior deputy mayor
Hardeep Singh said people
involved in begging must be sensitised about family planning.
Authorities should monitor
these people from time to time so
as to prevent them from indulging in the act of begging.

SUGGESTIONS FROM
OTHER OFFICIALS
Inspector Sukhdeep Singh, AntiHuman Trafficking Unit
(AHTU), Chandigarh, said a unit
comprising officials from all the
related departments should be
set up for prompt action if
required. A team with a special
vehicle should be created for rescuing such bonded labourers
immediately, he said.
SLSA member secretary
Mahavir Singh said it was the
moral responsibility of civil society and the legal responsibilities
of government agencies to solve
the problem. He said a nodal officer from every concerned
department should be assigned
duty for the effective implementation of the provisions of the act.
MC commissioner Kamal Kishore Yadav said the menace of
child labour will be eradicated if
all the stakeholders worked
together in a coordinated way for
the noble cause.

Proposals for new
teacher transfer
policy shelved
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Under pressure from

teachers, the education department has shelved, albeit for the
time being, proposals for a new
transfer policy for teachers in
government schools.
Stating there is no new policy
for teachers, BL Sharma, education secretary, on Tuesday said ,
“The department will continue to
shift teachers as it has been doing
in the past as per its needs and
requirements. At present, there
are no plans to bring in a new
policy.”
On the proposals for the new
policy, Sharma said, discussions
had been held “but nothing is
final.” Significantly, after a new
policy was formulated in 2012, the
administration couldn’t implement it under pressure from the
teachers.
According to the 2012 policy,
which covered principals, headmasters, lecturers, masters,
vocational teachers, junior basic
teachers, trained graduate teachers and postgraduate teachers, a
teacher could work in a school for
a minimum of three years before
a transfer. Non-teaching staff,
too, was eligible for transfer after
10 years in a school.

›

Department will
continue to shift
teachers as it has been
doing in the past as per its
requirements. At present,
there are no plans to bring
in a new policy.
BL SHARMA, education secretary

Speculation regarding formulation of the new policy gained
ground recently in March when
the district education officer
(DEO) sought details of teachers
posted in 40 government senior
secondary schools in the city
based on which a list of teachers
to be transferred was to be prepared.The DEO had written to 40
schools asking them to submit the
details of teachers with the subjects they taught and tenure in
the current and previous schools.
According to the current
transfer policy applicable in UT,
a transfer is mandatory after a
10-year stay in a particular
school. However, a teacher can
request for transfer after two
years in schools of rural areas
and after three years of stay in a
school of an urban area.

n

stance against the farmers who
have transplanted paddy seedlings before the prescribed date,
agricultural department officials
on Tuesday destroyed 1.5 acres at
Bhaini Araian village in Sidhwan
Bet block.
Government has prescribed
June 13 as the date for commencement of paddy transplantation in
the state. The farms on which the
seedlings were destroyed,
belonged to one Balwant Singh.
Block agriculture officer
Jasbir Singh said that when he
came to know that Balwant Singh

had transplanted paddy in his
fields before the prescribed date,
he alerted the chief agriculture
officer Baldev Singh.
“Following Baldev Singh’s
and deputy commissioner’s
direction, a team of agriculture
officers reached the spot and
Balwant Singh was called up,”
said Jasbir, adding, Balwant
Singh was then asked to pay fine
or destroy the transplanted seedlings at his own expenses.
“Balwant destroyed his 1.5
acres of land for violating Punjab
Preservation of Subsoil Water
Act 2009,” said Jasbir.
HTC

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 2,753 stu-

dents from across the state
appeared for Common Entrance
Test (CET)-2019 for various
undergraduate programmes,
here at Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) on Tuesday.
The test was conducted for
admissions to four-year programmes of bachelor of science
(BSc hons agriculture), BSc hons
(horticulture), BTech (biotechnology), BTech (food technology),
BSc (hons community science),
BSc (hons nutrition and dietetics), and five-year integrated MSc

n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: The tragic death of

two-year-old Fatehveer in Sangrur district after falling into an
open borewell has prompted the
local civic body administration
to issue directions to the field
staff to check the existence of
open borewells in the city.
Municipal corporation (MC)
commissioner Kanwalpreet
Kaur Brar said all field employ-

ees have been directed to check
all borewells and if any borewell
was found uncovered, they have
to cover it immediately.
Brar said that borewells
under MC’s jurisdiction were
covered properly, but still directions have been given to the field
staff to survey the areas for any
open borewell.
She also asked residents to
cover the private borewells
properly and inform the MC if
they find any open borewell in

their areas. Meanwhile, residents spotted an open borewell
in a Sector 39 park on the Chandigarh Road and informed the area
councillor.
Councillor Vanit Bhatia
reached the spot and the borewell was temporarily covered
with a concrete slab.
Bhatia said that he was not
aware of the open borewell as it
was dug up in the past. “Now, it
would be covered permanently
with a concrete slab,” said Bha-

ing a protest outside the vicechancellor (V-C) Raj Kumar’s
office on June 3, the students
with disabilities at Panjab University (PU) met the secretary to
the V-C, Muneeshwar Joshi, and
registrar Karamjeet Singh on
Monday.
The students expressed hope
to have their demands met soon.
Rimpi Arora, a student of the
department of public administration, said, “The registrar
assured us that the coordinator
of the equal opportunities cell
(EOC) will be appointed within
this week. We were also asked to
give suggestions as we had
demanded a coordinator experienced with disability.” They suggested the names of faculty members Rajesh Kataria (chemistry),
Aman Khera (University Institute of Applied Management Sciences), Vinod Kumar (sociology)
and Rajesh K Jaiswal.
There are about 50 students
with disabilities in the campus.

the problem, he said. “They often
make their children sit with them
and even ask them to manage the
stall. Though the authorities
have been alerted about the issue
a multiple times, no action to
rehabilitate these children have
been taken by them,” said Vohra.
Sector 36 Market Welfare
Association (MWA) president
Anuj Kumar Sehgal said the association members had been working with the CCPCR since long
and the market here was already
child labour free.
Sehgal said since child labour
was a legal offence, the shopkeepers were bound to be on board
with the MWA’s decision.
Talking about the efforts made
by CBM in the past, its general
secretary Sanjiv Chaddha said
they had already five markets
child labour free.

BEE-KEEPING
COURSE BEGINS
AT AGRI VARSITY

PU to hold entrance exam for
MPhil-PhD course on July 6

LUDHIANA: The integrated bee-

keeping development centre
(IBDC) of department of entomology, Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU), has organised
a week-long training course on
scientific bee-keeping for the scientists and officials of Tripura
government that began on
Tuesday.
A total of seven scientists and
officials participated in the
course which is being organised
under the aegis of the National
Bee Board, Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, New Delhi.
Sumitra Das, joint director of
agriculture, is leading the team
from the government of Tripura.
Course director and entomology department head Pardeep K
Chhuneja said the training
course had been designed to
enhance the knowledge and
skills of the officers in apiculture, enabling them to establish
their NBB funded Integrated
Bee-keeping Development Centre at Tripura.
Hands-on-training will be
provided on aspects of bee-keeping such as traditional and novel
methods of mass queen bee rearing, managing bee pollination,
production of quality hive products, processing and marketing,
said Chhuneja. Jaspal Singh,
senior entomologist, said trainees will be apprised of the latest
issues in bee husbandry. HTC

(hons) programmes in biochemistry, botany, chemistry, microbiology and zoology.
Controller of examinations NK
Khullar said that 1,274 boys and
1,479 girls were among the candidates. Against the 441 seats, 3,018
applications were received out of
which 2,753 students appeared for
the examination. At least 11 centres were set up in two different
schools, one each in the city and
PAU campus. One of the students,
Gurwinder Singh, said he wanted
to take admission in BSc agriculture in the university. “My exam
was okay as I faced some difficulties in the chemistry section,” he
said.

Admn to order survey of open borewells
Harsimran Singh Batra

CHANDIGARH : A week after hold-

CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
Beopar Mandal (CBM) has
announced to make four markets
in the UT child labour free. CBM
president Anil Vohra, while
speaking at a roundtable conference organised by the Chandigarh Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (CCPCR) on Tuesday, said the markets included
those of Sectors 21, 34, 36 and 24
here.
On behalf of shopkeepers, the
president said, “We are willing to
do our bit in tackling child labour.
However, the real problem is at
the roundabouts, where children
are either found begging or selling things. Not only do they pose
a traffic risk but are also denied
the right to education, which is a
matter of serious concern.” More
than shopkeepers, the city vendors are responsible for adding to

2,753 appear in UG
Paddy on 1.5 acres
destroyed in Ludhiana entrance test at PAU
HT Correspondent

credited under the first
subsection.
n The amount credited to the
Fund under the first and second
subsection shall be deposited in
such banks or invested in such
manner, as the appropriate
government may decide.
n The amount deposited or
invested, as the case may be
under the third subsection,
and the interest accrued on it,
shall be paid to the child or
adolescent in whose favour
such amount is credited, in
such manner as may be
prescribed.

No child labour in 4 markets

L AW V I O L AT I O N

LUDHIANA: Continuing their strict

As per the Section 14B
n The appropriate government
shall constitute a fund in every
district or for two or more
districts to be called the Child
and Adolescent Labour Rehabilitation Fund to which the
amount of the fine realised
from the employer of the child
and adolescent, within the
jurisdiction of such district or
districts, shall be credited.
n The appropriate government
shall credit an amount of
₹15,000 to the Fund for each
child or adolescent for whom
the fine amount has been

tia. A resident, Sunita, said that
the over 1-foot wide borewell had
been lying half open for a long
time. Only after the Sangrur
tragedy, residents took note of it
and informed the councillor.
“Now, the borewell has been covered. A mishap could have
occurred as many children of the
locality come to play in the
park”, said Sunita.
Bhatia added if any open borewell was found open in his area,
immediate action will be taken.

Under this initiative, which
started two years ago, the markets of Sectors 17, 44, 46, Manimajra and Shivalik Enclave were
made completely child labour
free, he added.
Sector 46 MWA president Balwinder Singh said the market of
Sector 46 was the first one to
become child labour free. “All the
shopkeepers here comply with
suggestions and hire someone of
permissible age,” he said.
CCPCR chairperson Harjinder
Kaur said only a few markets
becoming free of child labour is
not enough. “We have to work
with dedication to tackle this
social issue. Stakeholders must
be made accountable to get result
in a time-bound manner and the
commission should take the issue
with the administration at all levHTC
els,” she added.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Panjab University

(PU) will hold the entrance exam
for its MPhil and PhD programme on July 6. The last date to
register for the online application
is June 21. The result of the
entrance exam will be valid for 5
years. Admit cards will be available online from July 1 and the
exam will be held in the city.
Admission to the programme
will be based on the availability of
seats. Interested candidates can
visit the website https://phdadmissions.puchd.ac.in
The exam’s syllabus will be as
prescribed for the post graduate
degree or equivalent classes of PU
in the relevant subject. There will
be no negative marking for wrong
answers.
The result to be declared from
August 12 to 14, will be available
on the website https://
results.puchd.ac.in. No separate
result will be issued.

CHANDIGARH : Seema Kapoor, a
professor at the Dr Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar University,
Institute of Chemical Engineering and Technology(UICET),
Panjab University (PU), has
been selected for Distinguished
Faculty in Engineering Award
in the 5th Faculty Awards -

EXAM PATTERN
The three-hour exam will consist
of two papers – Paper 1 (objective)
and Paper 2 (subjective). Paper 1
will consist of 50 questions and all
have to be attempted. Each question will carry one mark.
Paper 2 will consist of 10 questions out of which, a candidate
has to attempt five. Each question
will carry 10 marks.
The candidates will have to

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ASPIRANTS
The written test will be followed by a mandatory
interview to be organised by department concerned
JULY 25: Last date for
submission of objections
JULY 29: Uploading of
response and inviting cross
objections
JULY 31: Last date for
submitting cross objections
AUGUST 12 to 14:
Declaration of result

JUNE 21: Last date for
submission of information
on the website
JULY 1: Availability of the
admit card
JULY 6: Date of the
entrance exam
JULY 23: Uploading of
answer keys

RESERVATION ON THE BASIS OF CATEGORIES

15% 7.5% 5%

3%

Scheduled
Castes

Persons
with
Disabilities
(PwD)

Scheduled
Tribes

Backward Classes,
as defined by the
government from
time to time

qualify the exam for admission to
the MPhil and PhD programme.
The written test will then be followed by a mandatory interview
to be organised by the department concerned. The candidates
are expected to discuss their
research area at the time of the
interview.
Students who have already
cleared any of the national
entrance exams like Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research-University Grants
Commission National Eligibility

Earlier, the students had given a
seven-day deadline for the
implementation of their
demands, saying that they will
hold a protest in case the
demands were not met.
They had demanded an accessibility audit of the campus. The
senate had in principle,
approved the adoption of the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and formed a committee under senator Rajat Sandhir to create a road map for the
implementation of the Act.
Students had also demanded
representation in the committee
as there is no person with disability in the committee.

PU teacher selected
for faculty award

HT Correspondent
n

STUDENTS HAD EARLIER
GIVEN A SEVEN-DAY
DEADLINE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF
DEMANDS, SAYING THEY
WILL HOLD A PROTEST
IN CASE THE DEMANDS
WERE NOT MET

Test (CSIR-UGC NET) including
Junior Research Fellowship
(JRF), State Level Eligibility Test
(SLET), Graduate Aptitude Test
in Engineering (GATE), score of
350 for the general category and
300 for reserved categories), or
any other prestigious exam for
national level scholarship/ fellowship, conducted at all India
level on behalf of national institution(s), and working permanent
teachers of PU and affiliated colleges are exempted from the
entrance exam.

VIFA 2019 based on the expert
committee report and apex committee recommendations. The
award recognises teachers who
have demonstrated excellence
in engaging their students in
'Inspiring - innovative - path
breaking' ways.The award will
be presented on July 6.
HTC

Patiala’s new
modern abattoir
project in a limbo
PATIALA : The new modern abattoir project is in a limbo even
when the initial formalities for
the project have been completed.
At least, 150 small and big abattoirs are presently operating in
the city.
The civic body has failed to
make permanent arrangement
even after the project was passed
by the government a year ago.
The animals are slaughtered
under unhygienic conditions
and their flesh is displayed outside the shops, leading to foul
smell in the areas.These shops
operate their business in the
main markets near Anardana
Chowk, Tripari, railway station,
backside of the bus stand, Sheranwala Gate among other areas,
where these shops are becoming
problematic to public.
Manjit Singh, a resident of
Rajpura Colony, said the problem has been highlighted several
times but Patiala municipal corporation has failed to take any
action against these shops.
“Animals are butchered
under unhygienic conditions.
The waste is thrown into drains
which choke the sewage pipelines. Foul smell emanates making it impossible to breathe in the
area.”
Patiala mayor Sanjeev
Sharma Bittu said the project
has been passed and the tenders
HTC
will be floated soon.

schoolnotes
AKSIPS-41

School donates 200 books
CHANDIGARH: AKSIPS-41 Smart
School donated 200 books in a book
donation drive organised by a
non-governmental organization
(NGO) Yuvsatta. The drive was titled
‘kitaba da langar’. The NGO felicitated
the school for being a part of the
cause. Principal Ritu Bali encouraged
the students to always strive for
knowledge.

SHEMROCK SR SEC SCHOOL

Students play basketball
MOHALI: A summer camp concluded
at Shemrock Senior Secondary School,
Sector 69, on Tuesday. A grand finale
was held wherein bhangra was
performed and a play was staged by
the students. Students also participated in activities including lawn
tennis, basketball, table-tennis,
badminton and taekwondo. Items
made by students were displayed in
an exhibition. Chairman AS Bajwa
appreciated the efforts of the staff
and the students.

MIND TREE SCHOOL

Students participate
in painting
MOHALI: A seven-day summer camp
concluded at Mind Tree School,
Kharar, on Tuesday. Students participated in activities including fusion
dance, painting and skating. An art
exhibition was also held. Director
Sanjay Kumar lauded the efforts of
the children in making this summer
camp a success. The Principal encouraged the students to participate in

n

Students of Mind Tree School, Kharar, performing fusion dance on Tuesday.

HT PHOTO

co-curricular activities, apart from
doing well in academics.
GURUKUL GLOBAL SCHOOL

10-day summer camp
MANIMAJRA: Gurukul Global School
organised a ten-day summer camp
from May 27. As many as 70 students
from the age group of 3 to 13 years
participated. Sessions on personality
development, communication skills,
zumba, martial arts, calligraphy and
story-telling were held. Students
went to the Chhatbir zoo to celebrate
World Environment Day. An exhibition
was held where the participants’
works were put on display.

n

Students performing during a summer camp at Shemrock
Senior Secondary School, Mohali, on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO
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PERSONAL FINANCE
money
m
Student housing to cost more
quickguide
HOW TO GET
FOREX IN CASH?

Planning a foreign trip? Here's a
quick guide on how you could
exchange your currency:

11 MILLION SEEK ACCOMMODATION There are 37
million students pursuing higher education in India. In the
next 2 years, there will be a steep rise in the student
accommodation cost, says a real estate consultant
Vivina Vishwanathan
n

Vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The cost of education has been

skyrocketing across the country. Both
health-care and education tend to see
double digit inflation every year. To add
totheeducationcost,inthenextcoupleof
years you will witness a steep rise in the
cost of student accommodation as well.
According to real estate consultant
JLL,therearenearly37million students
pursuing higher education in India, of
this an estimated 11 million migrant students seek accommodation.
Only one-third of these students are
accommodated in campus hostels provided by the institutions while the
remaining 7 million have opted for, and
consequently, fuelled the growth of
informal housing models. Considering
the demography of the country, the
demandforstudenthousingissettorise.
In order to fulfil the demand, developer
and investors are looking at organised
student-housing segment. Let’s take a
look at the organised student accommodation category and how it will impact
your money.

SUPPLY OF HOSTELS AND PAYING
GUESTS IS LIKELY TO BE LOWER THAN
THE DEMAND. HENCE, YOU MIGHT NEED
TO LOOK FOR ALTERNATIVES. IT WOULD
ALSO BE PRUDENT TO PLAN YOUR
FINANCES TO MEET YOUR CHILD’S
HIGHER EDUCATION NEED

ORGANISED STUDENT HOUSING
Developers and investors are taking cue
from the demand for student housing in
highereducation.“Mostoftheorganised
studenthousingcompaniesareaggregators of residential housing around the
campus. There are only a few who have
thevisiontofocusonpurpose-ledaccommodationwhichisprevalentincountries
such as the US, the UK and Australia,”
said Vijay Rajagopalan, head-alternatives, JLL India. Purpose-built student
accommodation(PBSA),housingspecificallybuiltforstudentsbyrealestatecompaniesandstudentlivingareanewerconcept in India. An alternative for hostels
andpayingguestaccommodation,PBSA
andstudentliving havebetter amenities
inplace.“Operatorsaredrivingstudents
to organised living where the product is
standardisedandbetterthantheexisting
model,” said Rajagopalan. Companies
suchasStanzaLiving,Oxfordcaps,Zolostays, Yourspace and Placio offer organised student living.
COST OF BETTER AMENITIES
Real estate consultants believe that the
parents will pay more for better amenities. “You can’t start at a price point
beyond the unorganised market. However, once the parents see quality,
hygieneandsafety,theywillbewillingto
paymore.InapapertitledFutureofIndia
Real Estate-Deciphering the mid-term
perspectivereport,conductedbyJLLand
FICCI, it was noted that majority of student housing is operated in the mid-premium category with an average cost of
₹1.5 lakh per annum. Compared with a
hostel, the price of PBSA will be higher.

1

Airports: This may be one of the
most expensive places to exchange
currency. "The exchange fee can
range anywhere between 10% and
12%," said Sudarshan Motwani,
founder, Bookmyforex.com. Avoid
buying forex from airport.

Money exchange agencies:
Agencies might be expensive or
cheap, depending on how you can
haggle with them, he added. Since
it is unorganized, you make have
to negotiate.

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

For instance, the hostel in Delhi North
Campus will cost around ₹50,000 per
annumwhereasadoubleoccupancywill
costover₹1.5lakhperannum. “Youcan’t
compare hostel fees as it is hugely subsidised by the government,”said Anindya
Dutta, co-founder, Stanza Living.
INVESTORS TO BENEFIT
According to experts, the yield on the
organised student housing assets is significantly higher. “The yield in say
North Campus, Delhi, property would

typically be 2.5-3%. In case of student
housingconcept,theyieldwouldgoupto
6.5-7%,” said Dutta.
“You are creating a pool of assets for
high-net worth individuals and it
becomes good diversification from the
yieldperspective.Alsoformostaggregatorsitisassetlight.Unlikeothercommercialrealassets,yourassetisnotinthetop
eight cities. Markets such as Jaipur
Indoreandtier2 citiesarealsolargeconsumersofstudenthousing,”saidPrateek
Pant, head of products and solutions,

Sanctum Wealth Management.

TERM OF THE DAY

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW?

Norms for banks to use Aadhaar
THE CHANGE

Annuity may not
be the solution for
your retirement
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Annuity plans have long been

advocated for retirement planning to
getregularincome.“Annuityplansare
designed for providing guaranteed
income during one’s retired life to
achieveretirementgoals,”saidDheeraj
Sehgal,chiefdistributionofficer–institutional, Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance.
However, does it work for you? Let’s
takealookattheproductstructureand
what it entails:
WHAT IS ON OFFER?
Youmaypurchasetheannuitythrough
alump-sumpayment oraseriesofpaymentsovertime.“Anannuitycontract
terminatesondeathoftheannuitantor
continuesforhisspousetillherdeathas
per the option chosen by annuitant,”
said Mohit Garg, product head, PNB
MetLifeIndiaInsuranceCoLtd.Annuityplanscoverthefinancialriskof“living long” by providing adequate payments for a comfortable lifestyle.
“There are primarily two kinds of
annuity products: immediate annuity
plans–underwhichyoupaysinglepremium and start getting periodic paymentsimmediatelyanddeferredannuity plans – which has an accumulation
phase.Yourpremiumisutilisedtobuild
up a corpus and the annuity payouts
starts after the end of accumulation
phase.Theannuityratemaybeguaranteed upfront or may be determined at
the annuity payout stage,” Sanjeev
Pujari, president- actuarial and risk
management, SBI Life Insurance.
The insurance regulator recently
uppedthewithdrawallimitonannuity
products earlierthis week.Onpension
products,youcanwithdrawupto60%of
the amount and the rest can be used to
purchase an annuity product. Earlier
investors could withdraw one-third of
theamount.Theminimuminvestment
amount for an annuity product varies
acrossinsurers.Therearerecentproductslaunchedwhichallowyoutoinvest

as low as ₹2,000 monthly. Liquidity is
limited in an annuity product as withdrawals are not permitted.
“Lack of liquidity or flexibility is a
criticism faced by annuity products.
Alsothetaxabilityofannuityamountis
anissue whichisdebated,”saidPujari.
Until maturity, it is treated like a taxfreeproductbutpost-maturityannuity
product is treated like income and is
applicable for income tax.
“The returns on such products are
generally low because annuity products invest in government securities
whichhaveinterestrateofaround7-8%
and insurers may have to take on the
investment risk,” said Kapil Mehta,
founder, SecureNow.in. This takes a
toll on what you receive from the plan.
There is no fee or charge in annuity
products. “The charges are subsumed
in the returns and that’s why the
returns are so low. Unless, in case of
unitlinkpensionplans,thechargesare
visible,” said Sadagopan.
Garg said, “Like all insurance contracts, annuity products also carry
implicit charges loaded by the insurancecompany.Theseincludetheprovision for expenses, commission paid to
thedistributors,longevityandrisk.The
chargesleviedbyinsurancecompanies
vary as per the operating philosophy,
except thecommissionpayable, which
is capped at 2% of single premium.”
IS IT FOR YOU?
Thisproductbecomesdisadvantageous
foryourown moneyin afew instances.
“Thereturnsareanywaylowandwhen
you are taxed over and above low
returnswhatyoueffectivelygetmaybe
in the range of 4.5%,” said Sadagopan.
Asaretirementproductthismaynotbe
the best option when you have other
products available as well. “In fact,
mostinvestmentproductscanbestructuredtosuityourretirementneeds,”he
said. “If you are a risk-averse investor,
who is satisfied with returns in the
rangeof6%,thenannuitymaybesuitable for you,” he added.

Banks can use customers’ Aadhaar
number for the
know-your-customer (KYC) process but only with
customers’ consent.“Bankswillbe
allowedtocarryoutAadhaarauthentication or offline-verification of an individual who voluntarily uses his Aadhaar
number for identification purpose,” the
ReserveBankofIndia(RBI)saidincircular last week. The Central bank has also
said that proof of possession of Aadhaar
number has been added to the list of officially valid documents (OVD). If you
receivedirectbenefittransfer(DBT),you
have to provide your Aadhaar and also
get an e-KYC authentication.

Online: Online portals are
transparent. You can pay them by
cash or card and get it delivered to
your doorstep. For document
verification, relevant ones can be
uploaded online. "They might levy
delivery charges which will be in
the range of Rs 150 to 500," he
added.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR YOU?
If you are planningto sendyour childfor
highereducationtoanothercity,youmay
spend more on the accommodating
besides thecostofeducation.Thesupply
ofhostelsandpayingguestsislikelytobe
SOVEREIGN
lowerthanthedemand.Hence,youmight
GOLD BOND
need to look for alternatives. It would be
WHAT IS IT?
prudent to keep a tab on the changing
market and plan your finances to meet
Sovereign gold bonds are government securities
your child’s higher education need.
issued in the units of grams. They are a replacement for
physical gold and are available in paper or demat form.
The bonds are issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
behalf of the government.

moneybasics

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY
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Banks: When it comes to expense,
banks are second in line as the
exchange fee ranges between 2-3%,
he added.

IT IS NOT MANDATORY
You can voluntarily provide your
Aadhaarnumberto
open a bank
account. However,
the bank can’t use
yourAadhaarwithout yourconsent. If
you permit to use your Aadhaar, banks
can use it for online authentication and
e-KYC. Other regulated-entities such as
non-bankingfinancecompaniescanalso
useyourAadhaarwithconsentforKYC.
However, companies other than banks
which are permitted to use Aadhaar can
use it only in offline mode and not for an
e-KYC. Any company that is allowed to
use your Aadhaar for customer due diligence will have to blackout the Aadhaar
number.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU?
Aadhaar has also
been accepted as
one of the officially
valid documents.
After the Supreme
Court verdict on
Aadhaar in 2018,
banks had stopped
opening accounts online using Aadhaar
ande-KYC.Similarly,fintechcompanies
has stopped adding customers through
e-KYC for payments and lending. The
Aadhaar-basedKYCwasusedfore-signature. Now the RBI has allowed Aadhaar
KYC with consent. So banks and fintech
companies will offer customers e-KYC
and Aadhaar-based account-opening
processes. Fintech companies were also
working on using new technology to do
KYCthroughvideoandvoiceassistance.

The sovereign gold bonds will be issued every
month from June 2019 to September 2019.
You can buy a basic unit is 1 gram and you
can buy in multiples of gram(s) of gold. The tenor
of the Bond will be for a period of 8 years
with exit option after 5th year. You can
buy up to 4 kg as an individual in
a financial year.

CARS SALES
CONTINUE TO SKID

Sales volumes decline in April and
May 2019. The pain continues
from last financial year.

Volume in units
FY2018
Maharashtra
UP and
Uttarakhand

GOOD TIMES AHEAD?

Your EMIs can go down marginally
HT Correspondent
n

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Your home loan, car loans

and personal loans are set to get
cheaper. On the back of falling inflation and slowing economic growth,
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
monetary policy committee (MPC)
is likely to cut its repo rate, the key
policy rate, by 25 basis points,
according to economists and banking analysts. Repo rate is the rate at
which the apex bank lends money to
commercial banks and one-basis
point is one-hundredth of a percentage point.
After last week’s data on gross
domestic product (GDP) was
released, which showed that the
economy grew by 5.8% year-on-year
during the fourth quarter in 2018-19,
all eyes will be on the RBI policy
committee’s decision on the interest
rates.
“The weakness of the numbers
leaves open the possibility of looser
policy. A third consecutive rate cut
now looks a done deal at the RBI’s
meeting. There is also a growing
chance that the finance ministry
opts to relax its fiscal deficit target
for this year,” said Shilan Shah, senior India economist, Capital Economics in a note.
Slower growth in fixed investment, private consumption and
exports dragged down fourth quarter GDP growth. On the supply side,
negative growth in agriculture
along with slower growth in manufacturing, construction, and trade,
hotels, transportation and communication services brought down
total gross value added growth to
5.7% from 6.3% in the previous quarter, Crisil Research noted.
Economist and analysts expect a
cumulative rate cut of 75 bps. “We
look for a 25bps cut in the repo rate
to 5.75%, taking cumulative cuts in
2019 to 75 bps. Inflation has been edging higher in recent months, but at
sub-3%, readings are still below the

Gujarat

Kerala

ANOTHER 25BPS CUT IN THE OFFING?

AP and
Telangana

The Reserve Bank of India is likely to cut repo rate by
25 bps, according to economists and analysts.
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Source: Reserve Bank of India
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THE SLOWING ECONOMY,
LOW INFLATION AND
INDICATION OF A RATE CUT
MEANS YOUR LOANS ARE SET
TO GET CHEAPER. HOWEVER,
LIQUIDITY IN THE BANKING
SYSTEM WILL HAVE A ROLE
TO PLAY FOR THE INTEREST
RATE ON LOANS
4% target, which provides the central bank the room to consider overriding growth concerns. Global volatility has heightened since the MPC
met in April, which makes this
week’s decision a close one.
Nonetheless, akin to 2H18 when
benchmark rates were on hold
(against expectations for a hike)
considering a benign inflation outlook despite a weak rupee, we expect
domestic concerns to override
global catalysts this time around as
well. A decisive win by the ruling
coalition will also buffet the econ-

The number of two-wheeler fell
in Gujarat and Maharashtra

omy from a cautious risk backdrop,”
said DBS Group Research in a note.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN
FOR YOU?
The slowing economy and lower
inflation and indication of a rate cut
means your loans are set to get
cheaper. However, liquidity in the
banking system and credit growth
will have a role to play for the interest rate on loans. According to Care
Ratings, bank credit growth continues to surpass deposit growth.
“On a (year-on-year) basis, bank
credit growth as on 10 May was 13%
while bank deposit growth was
10.4%. Since FY18, bank credit
growth has surpassed deposit
growth and this has been a key factor constraining liquidity in the
banking system,” said Care Ratings
in a note.
As long as the credit growth surpasses deposit growth, banks are
unlikely to pass on the benefit of a
rate cut considering that the banks
have to factor in cost of funds. However, you can expect a marginal rate
cut in the near-term.

UP and
Uttarakhand
Maharashtra
AP and
Telangana
Tamil Nadu
Gujarat
Madhya
Pradesh
Karnataka
Rajasthan

Bihar

29,15,113
172020
31,86,031
20,26,261
18,95,920
17,57,947
18,95,974
16,72,924
18,33,958
13,83,903
13,06,542
11,27,140
13,08,328
12,35,280
13,06,500
11,148,21
11,89,691
9,51,141
10,48,865

9.29
-6.43
7.85
9.63
-5.59
16.08
5.77
6.72
10.27

Source: SIAM, Kotak Institutional Equities
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Chandigarh boxer Parveen enters
boys’ semi-finals, assures medal

Mohali face
Nawanshahr in
Katoch Shield

YOUTH NATIONALS In the girls’ category, Haryana continue their dominance, with as many as four
pugilists qualifying for the semi-finals followed by three boxers from Uttar Pradesh in the medal-round

CHANDIGARH: Mohali will take on

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Parveen Singh of

Chandigarh defeated Manipuri
boxer Victor Singh Soubam in the
quarter-finals of the 56kg weight
category of the ongoing third
Youth National Boxing Championship held in Rudrapur, Uttarakhand, on Tuesday.
Parveen won the bout on a split
decision, with three judges giving
him the edge, while two’s verdict
going against him. The entry in
the semi-finals has assured Chandigarh boxer a medal.
In another quarter-final bout,
Chandigarh boxer Harshal
Phondni lost to Sanjay Kumar of
Uttarakhand in a referee stopped
contest.
World Youth bronze medalist,
Bhavesh Khittimani packed
flurry of punches on his opponent
from Manipur, Bhimjit Singh
Heikrujam to conclude his bout
with a unanimous nod from the
judges to enter into the semi-finals of the 52kg weight
division.
Along with Bhavesh, three
more boxers from SSCB
advanced to the semi-finals,
thereby ensuring a leaders position at the end of day four.
While three boxers from Haryana, two from Uttar Pradesh and
one each from Madhya Pradesh,
Chandigarh and Assam reached
the last four, it was young Sikkimese boxer, Krishna Kailash
Roy, who stole the show in the
lightweight category.
Kailash defeated his opponent
from West Bengal on points as he
sailed into the semi-final.
In the girl’s category, Haryana
continued their dominance on
day four, with four pugilists qualifying for the semi-finals followed

n

Boxers in action during the third Youth National Boxing Championship held in Rudrapur, Uttarakhand, on Tuesday.

by three boxers from Uttar
Pradesh.
Manipur’s Babyrojisana
Chanu continued her sublime
run in the tournament, this time
getting the better of Uttar Pradesh’s Aprajita Mani with a
unanimous 5:0 verdict in the fly
weight category.
Haryana’s Poonam (54kg)
proved too strong for her Manipuri opponent Thotyolo who was
left flustered with a flurry of
punches and the referee had to
stop the contest in the final round.
Poonam won the bout 5-0.
Following suit was yet another
promising boxer, Arshi Khanan
of Rajasthan who made no errors
to eke out Chandigarh’s Akanksha Rana. Khanan looked in rampaging form, ensured the referee
intervened to stop the contest

in R1.
Shobha Kohli (45-48kg) and
Sanjay Kumar (52Kg) from Uttrakhand are the lone representation in the knockout stage in girls
and boy’s category.
While Kumar put up a power
packed show to snatch a RSC verdict in second round against
Harshal Phondni from Chandigarh; Kohli dominated over her
opponent from West Bengal too to
register a unanimous win and
secure berth in the last four
stages.Mizoram, Assam, Rajasthan, Punjab and Manipur has
ensured one boxer each advance
to the semi-finals.
After some dominating performances, the young pugilists
will now be gunning for the top
honours with the semi-final being
played tomorrow.

RESULTS
(Quarter-finals): Boys: 46-49kg:
Krishna Kailash Rai bt Rohit Roy,
Selay Soy bt Anil, Manish Rathore
bt Virendra, Karan Gupta bt
Nidhish Bakshi.
52kg: Sanjay Kumar bt Harshal
Phondni, BHavesh Kattimani bt
Bhimjit Singh Heirujam, Ankit bt
Shivam Kumar, Sanket Goud bt
Ravi Kashyap.
56kg: L Bilotson Singh bt Lallaw
Mawma, Pradeep bt Raman
Sharma, Parveen Singh bt Victor
Singh Soubam, Ritik bt Bullen
Buragohain.
60kg: Akash Gorkha bt Parveen,
Ankit Narwal bt Saurabh Chand,

Udaypratap,
Sukhman tons
set up CCA’s win
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

Satish Kumar bt Nikhil Manta,
Ajay Kumar bt Jaspreet Singh.
Girls: 45-48kg: Amisha Kumari
bt Disha, Bharti bt A Ritu Rao,
Shobha Kohli bt Purabi Karmakar,
Muskan bt Tanisha Chawan.
51kg: Babyrojisana Chanu bt
Aprajita Mani, Minakshi bt
Saraswati, Sandeep Kaur bt
Manit, Gauri Jaysingpure.
54kg: Ice Prajapati bt Kajal
Kumari, Arshi Khanan bt Akanksha
Rana, Sunita Roka bt Tredcia
Lamare, Poonam bt Thotyolo.
57kg: Priya Kushwaha bt Radha
Patidar, Mc Vankimmauii bt
Anjana S, Jaismine bt Manju.

Punjab team medal winners, who hogged the limelight during the 22nd Sub-Junior and 4th Inter-State
HT PHOTO
Challenger Sprint Nationals held in Pune, Maharashtra, on Tuesday.

Creditable show by Punjab
sub-junior rowers at nationals
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Punjab sub-junior

rowers clinched two silver and
one bronze medal in the 22nd
Sub-Junior and 4th Inter-State
Challenger Sprint Nationals
held in Pune, Maharashtra, on
Tuesday.
In the 500m sub-junior girls
double sculls Manipur’s team of
H Roshni Devi and H Ichan devi
clocked 1:48.53 finished first,
while
Kerala team of Surya S and
Amala Prasad clocked 1:49.31 to
win silver.
Punjab’s team of Arunprit
Kaur and Gursharanpreet Kaur
finished third with a time of

IN SUB-JUNIOR GIRLS’
COXLESS FOUR, KERALA
TEAM OF ASHMI BENNY,
ASWATHI PB, ARCHA
A AND APARNA
JEEVARAJ CAME FIRST
1:49.90.
Punjab’s first silver came in
the challenger men’s coxless
pair. Madhya Pradesh won gold
with a time of 1:33.33. The team
comprised Amol Fakira Padmukh and Sandeep Yadav. Punjab team of Maninder Singh and
Jagdeep Singh came second
with a time of 1:34.84.
Jharkhand’s pair of Jas-

winder Singh and Lakhveer
Singh clocked 1:36.43 to finish
third.
In the sub-junior girls’ coxless four, Kerala ‘s team of
Ashmi Benny, Aswathi PB,
Archa A and Aparna Jeevaraj
clocked 1:45.76 to come first.
Punjab team comprising Jasmeen Kaur, Inderpreet Kaur,
Manpreet Kaur and Jashanpreet Kaur came second with a
time of 1:47.87.
Bronze medal went to West
Bengal who clocked 1:53.30.
West Bengal team comprised
Simone Hephzibah Vaddeswaram,
Sarah Wasek Zaman, Yashita
Choraria and Varija Dhandhania.

LEARNING FROM THE BEST

CHANDIGARH: Riding high on a
brilliant unbeaten 119-ball
knock of 156 runs from Udaypratap Singh and another
unbeaten 106-ball knock of 168
runs from Sukhman Singh,
Champions Cricket Academy
(CCA), Kharar, recorded a massive 292-run win over RP Cricket
Academy, Delhi, in a match
played during the 1st Saheed
Arjan Singh U-16 cricket championship being organised by
Champions Cricket Academy at
Landran, near Mohali on
Tuesday.
On winning the toss, CCA,
Kharar, opted to bat and
amassed a huge total of 392 runs
for the loss of one wicket in 40
overs. Udaypratap played with
authority and hammered 20 hits
to the fence during his knock.
Sukhaman emerged as the star
batsman hitting 14 fours and
four sixes. The duo took CCA
near the 400-run mark and
remained unbeaten. In reply, RP
Cricket Academy were bowled
out for 100 runs in 25 overs.
Akash scored the highest 28 runs
for the losing team. Sarang (4 for
14) and Sahil Kumar (3 for 0)
combined well to take seven
wickets between them for the
winning team.
Playing in the second match,
Mohali Cricket Club beat Kalka
ManiRam Cricket Academy,
Faridabad, by 74 runs. Batting
first, MCC scored 205 runs for the
loss of five wickets in 40 overs.
Khushpreet (44) and Aryan Bhatia (47) were the main scorers for
MCC. For KMCA, Abhinav (1 for
41) and Dhruv (1 for 37) were the
main wicket-takers. In reply,
KMCA were bowled out for 131
runs in 25 overs. Ashwin (46) and
Dhruv (29) were the main contributors with the bat. For the
winning team, Mehtab Singh (4
for 11) bowled well and did the
most damage with the ball.

BRIEF SCORES
Match 1: CCA Kharar: 392 for 1
in 40 overs (Udaypratap Singh
156 no, Sukhman Singh 168 no)
beat RPCA: 100 all out in 25 overs
(Akash 28, Sarang 4 for 14, Sahil
Kumar 3 for 0) by 292 runs
Match 2: MCC Mohali: 205 for 5
in 40 overs (Khushpreet 44,
Aryan Bhatia 47, Abhinav 1 for
41, Dhruv 1 for 37) beat KMCA,
Faridabad: 131 all out in 25 overs
(Ashwin 46, Dhruv 29, Mehtab
Singh 4 for 11) by 74 runs

n

Coach Steve Embleton and Liam Terrence Christopher (not in pic) of Leyton Orient Football Club,
England, gave budding footballers basic tips at The British School, Chandigarh, on Tuesday. The
coaches will also hold a camp at Panjab University from June 13 to 16. The England’s club also
signed a MoU with city-based Elite Football Clinic for coaching and scouting talent in India. HT PHOTO

IN THE SECOND MATCH
OF THE DAY, MOHALI
CRICKET CLUB BEAT
KALKA MANIRAM
CRICKET ACADEMY,
FARIDABAD, BY 74 RUNS

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

India colts lose 1-3
in penalty shootout
HTC/Agencies
n

Nawanshahr at IS Bidnra PCA
Stadium, Mohali, in the last
round matches of super league
for Katoch Shield from Wednesday.
In other matches, Amritsar
will take on Jalandhar at Gandhi Ground, Amritsar, while
Chandigarh will lock horns
with hosts Ludhiana. Patiala
will take on Ropar at Dhruv
Pandove Stadium in Patiala.
In the previous round which
finished on Monday, Chandigarh had defeated Ropar by an
innings and 159 runs, while
Amritsar had drubbed Nawanshahr by an innings and 146
runs.
Patiala had played a draw
against Ludhiana but had managed to secure three points on
the basis of first innings lead. In
the last match, Mohali had
chased a mammoth total of 449
set by Jalandhar thanks to centuries by Sachin Sohal and
Ramandeep Singh to secure
three points for first innings
lead. Jalandhar got one point for
draw.
CHANDIGARH HOST
BATHINDA IN U-19
CHANDIGARH: Hosts Chandigarh
will take on Bathinda in the second round matches of U-19 oneday tournament for DP Azad
Trophy at the Sector 16 cricket
stadium on Wednesday.
In other matches, Amritsar
will face hosts Ropar at Government College ground, while
Jalandhar will take on hosts
Ludhiana in Ludhiana. Patiala
will take on Mohali at HR Saggi
Cricket Ground in Patiala.

HOSTS CHANDIGARH
WILL TAKE ON BATHINDA
IN THE SECOND ROUND
U-19 DP AZAD TROPHY

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian under-19 foot-

ball team Tuesday suffered a 1-3
loss to Kyrgyzstan in penalty shootout in the 9-12th place play-off of
the Granatkin Memorial Tournament at the Turbostroitel, St.
Petersburg.
Akash Mishra opened the scoreline for India at the 74th minute
before Kyrgyz Republic midfielder Emir Sigaybaev (88’) produced the late equaliser as both
the teams ended the regulation
time 1-1.
In the penalty shoot-out, Harmanpreet Singh, Sailo Lalchhanhima and Jitendra Singh missed
the target, while the Kyrgyz
shooters were spot on to seal the
fate of the game. India will now
face the losers of the play-off
match between Armenia and
Tajikistan in their final play-off
match to decide the 11th and 12th
position of the competition.
India got their first considerable chance after the clock crossed
the half-hour mark. Rohit Danu
sprinted on his own to outpace
the defender and roll it to Harmanpreet but before the latter
could unleash a shot, Kyrgyz
goalkeeper Artem snatched it
from his feet.India were showing
their positive intent despite having the numerical disadvantage
and were able to hold their fortress until the first half ended.
Akash Mishra, the standout
performer from the last match,
came out with a wonderful opportunity to score his second goal of
the tournament two minutes
after the restart but the Kyrgyz
goalie anticipated it rightly.
Prabhsukhan Gill was put
under real test in the 70th minute
but the calm-headed goalie collected the ball without much fuss
to keep the danger away.
Akash didn’t need to wait more
to open the scoreline as he rose
above the defenders to head it
home in the 74th minute, adding

IN PENALTY SHOOT-OUT,
HARMANPREET SINGH,
SAILO LALCHHANHIMA
AND JITENDRA SINGH
MISSED THE TARGET
to his tally in the tournament.
As India were inching closer to
their first win, Emir put a heavy
dent to their hope having scored
the equaliser from the edge of the
penalty area in the 88th minute.
Aidar took it forward and put in a
low cross for Emir, who found the
net to send the match into the tiebreaker.In the shootout, Rohit
Danu started perfectly for India
before Harmanpreet, Sailo and
Jitendra’s efforts were thwarted
by Artem to deny the Indians
their first win in the tournament.
BIKRAM SHINES FOR
SURAJBHAN ACADEMY
PANCHKULA:Bikram Singh scored
68 runs to help Surajbhan
Dreams Cricket Academy,
Panchkula, beat Royal Sports
Academy, Chandigarh, by eight
runs in the ongoing Summer Cup
Cricket tournament for under-15
boys’ at St Soldiers school
grounds on Tuesday.
The tournament is being organised by Narinder Walia cricket
academy, Panchkula.Batting
first, Surajbhan Dreams CA were
all out for 158 in 29 overs. Bikram
top scored with 68 runs of 75 balls
with 11 boundaries. Tanmay
made 34, while Balraj added 13
runs. Akshat took four wickets
for 31 runs for Royal Sports Academy. Girish (2 for 23) and Manhar
(2 for 30) were the other wickettakers. Chasing, Royal Sports
Academy could only manage 150
for the loss of eight wickets in 30
overs. Jeevanjot remained
unbeaten on 41, while Sajal
scored 18 runs in chase. Jivesh (1
for 6), Karan (1 for 16) and Gurtaj
(1 for 20) were the main wickettakers for winners.

In-form golfer Gaurika seeks
back-to-back wins in Bengaluru
HTC/Agencies
n

n

HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent
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BENGALURU: Gaurika Bishnoi will

attempt to win back-to-back
titles and cement her position at
the top of the Hero Women’s Pro
Golf Tour’s money ranking in
the 8th leg at Prestige Golfshire
course starting Wednesday.
The 32-player field is the largest ever in the history of the
domestic tour, surpassing the
field of 29 at Clover greens last
week.
There are 27 professionals,
one more than the 26 last week in
the seventh leg and there are also
five amateurs.
The total prize will be the
same as in the seventh leg at R10
lakh, only the second time, after
last week, to have such a purse.
“It is a testimony to the growing popularity of women’s golf in
India”, said Kavita Singh, president of the WGAI.
Gaurika Bishnoi, who has
won two of the last three events,
has been in great form and wants
to consolidate her play before
making a bid at a higher level
abroad.
This season Gaurika’s worst
finish in six starts has been sixth
in the second leg, while the last
five starts have seen Gaurika
win twice, finish runner-up
twice and once she was third.
That dominant performance
has also seen her rise to the top of
the order of merit with R6.12
lakh, while Neha Tripathi, who
led before the start of the latest
swing last week, has R5.56
lakh.
Amandeep Drall and Gursimar Badwal are also likely to put
up a strong challenge to Bishnoi.
Last week the top six players
shot under par totals and there
were no less than 15 under par
rounds, including seven in the
second round and five on the
final day.
There were two rounds of 66
each, one by Gursimar Badwal in
the first round and by amateur
Pranavi Urs on the

n

Gaurika, who has won two of the last three events, has been in great form and wants to consolidate her
play before making a bid at a higher level abroad.
HT PHOTO

final day.
Gaurika was most consistent
with rounds of 71, 70 and 67,
while Amandeep Drall also had
three under par scores of 71, 71
and 70.
Veteran Smriti Mehra has
been grouped with Anisha Padukone for the first tee-off, while

Gursimar Badwal, Shriya Vivek
and Afshan Fatima are in the
second group.
Jyotsana Singh, Ayesha
Kapur have been grouped with
Gaurika Bishnoi, while Sonam
Chugh, Amandeep Drall and
Oviya Reddi will start in the last
group.

U-19 CRICKET

Bhavya’s all-round heroics
fashion Joseph’s title victory
CHANDIGARH : Led by an all-round

performance from Bhavya Thakur (35 no and 2 for 9), St Joseph’s
Senior Secondary School, Sector
44, logged a fine seven-wicket win
over Chapslee School, Shimla, in
the final match of the 14th Captain Amit Sagar Memorial
cricket tournament for U-19
played at the St Edward’s School,
Shimla, on Tuesday. Batting first,
Chapslee School were bowled out

for 71 runs in 8.5 overs. Ramkant
Kalia (17) and Rishabh (15) were
the main run-getters for Chapslee
School.
For St Joseph’s, Anikait (3 for
8), Anupam Pathania (3 for 13)
and Bhavya Thakur (2 for 9) were
the main wicket-takers. In reply,
St Joseph’s School achieved the
target in 10.4 overs, losing three
wickets. Bhavya Thakur (35 no)
and Jashpreet Singh (22) were the

main scorers for the winning
team.
BRIEF SCORES
Chapslee School: 71 all out in 8.5
overs (Ramkant Kalia 17, Anikait
3 for 8, Anupam Pathania 3 for 13,
Bhavya Thakur 2 for 9) lost to St
Joseph’s School: 73 for 3 in 10.4
overs (Bhavya Thakur 35 no,
Jashpreet Singh 22, Arpit Dhir
HTC
9 no) by seven wickets.

CHANDIGARH’S
AMANDEEP DRALL AND
GURSIMAR BADWAL ARE
ALSO LIKELY TO PUT UP A
STRONG CHALLENGE TO
GAURIKA BISHNOI

TENNIS MEET
FROM JUNE 15
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Lawrebs tennis

open tournament for boys’ and
girls’ under-12 and under-14 singles will be held at Lawrebs tennis academy in Modern Ways
Model School, Sector 29, Chandigarh from June 15 to 16.
Players can register for the
tournament till June 14 by
5:30pm.
The participants will get certificates.
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STUDENTS WITH HIGH SCORES PREFERRING
HUMANITIES THIS ADMISSION SEASON
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STUDENT
HOUSING TO
COST MORE
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FOUR CITY STUDENTS IN PU’S TOP 10

IN BBA 6TH SEMESTER EXAMINATION, FOUR GIRL STUDENTS SHINE >>p2
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shortstories
LIP YOUTH
PRESIDENT
RESIGNS
LUDHIANA : Two days after the
Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) president
Saimarjeet Singh Bains dissolved
the youth wing of the party,
youth wing president Surinder
Grewal along with his supporters
resigned from the party on
Tuesday. Grewal accused Bains of
running the party with a dictatorship approach. Grewal said the
youth had worked a lot during the
lok sabha elections and Bains was
trying to accuse the youth wing
for the defeat. Grewal added that
district presidents from seven
districts, including Kapurthala,
Jalandhar and Hosiarpur also
HTC
resigned from the party.

Railway men protest
over shortage of water
in colonies, station
LUDHIANA : Upset over almost no
water supply in railway colonies
and shortage of water at the
station, members of the Northern
Railway Men’s Union held a
protest at the railway station here
on Tuesday. Protesters first
organised a two-wheeler rally in
eight railway colonies (from
colony number 5 to 12). ››P3

2,753 appear in GU
entrance test at PAU
LUDHIANA: As many as 2,753
students from across the state
appeared for Common Entrance
Test (CET)-2019 for various
undergraduate programmes, here
at Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) on Tuesday. Controller of
examinations NK Khullar said that
1,274 boys and 1,479 girls were
among the candidates. Against
the 441 seats, 3,018 applications
were received.
››P2

debate of
the week
KNITWEAR
FACTORY BLAZE

HOW CAN WE
PREVENT FIRE
MISHAPS IN
CITY?
It’s been over one-and-a-half
years since the horrific plastic
factory fire took place in
Ludhiana, in which as many as
16 people, including nine
firefighters, were killed.
Following the incident,
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh
visited the spot and announced a fire audit will be
conducted in Ludhiana to
keep a tabs on fire safety in
industrial units. But nothing
has been done at ground
level. On Thursday evening, a
fire ravaged a knitwear
factory in the city, once again
bringing to the fore the poor
fire safety measures in place.
How many more such
mishaps have to take place
before the authorities wake
up? What should be done to
ensure that such incidents are
prevented.
Send your views to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com
by June 15 in not more than
100 words.

Bike-borne men hack man to
death after he yells at them
ROAD RAGE Victim was talking over phone when the men nearly ran him over;
when he shouted at them, they came back and attacked him with sharp weapons
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: In a shocking road rage

incident, two motorcycle borne
miscreants hacked a 50-year-old
man to death with sharp-edged
weapons after he shouted at
them for nearly running him
over. The incident took place
near Jalandhar Bypass Chowk
on Monday night.
As per information, the victim, Vishnu Dev Yadav, 50, who
works as a porter at Ludhiana
Railway station, was talking to
his family over the phone when
two bike-borne men drove past
him recklessly.
After the close shave, Yadav
started shouting at the men following which the accused came
back and started roughing
him up.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA: Two senior citizens died

and two others were injured
after a speeding truck collided
with a car parked near Jaggi
Centre on the Chandigarh-Delhi
highway on the intervening
night of Monday and Tuesday,
police said.
The deceased car passengers
were identified as Bakhtawar
Lal, 80, of Samalkha, and Lakha
Singh, 68, of Gharaunda, Karnal. Shamsher Singh and Rajiv
were injured.
In his complaint to the police,
Rajiv said they were headed to
Samalkha from Ludhiana on a
personal assignment when the
accident occurred.
“We were parked by the
road when around 12pm,
a speeding truck hit our car
from the rear, which then
collided with another car,” he
said.
“Passers-by rushed us to the
Government Hospital in
Ambala City, but Lakha died on
the way. Doctors referred Bakh-

VICTIM WALKED
FOR 20 METRES
WITH SLIT THROAT
The accused then attacked him
on the neck with sharp-weapon
and fled. Even after the attack,
the victim reportedly walked for
about 20 metres and reached his
rented accommodation in Grain
Market but collapsed soon after.
His roommates rushed him to
the civil hospital, from where he

was referred to Christian Medical College and Hospital, but he
died on the way.
On being informed, the Salem
Tabri Police reached the spot
and initiated investigation. The
cops have also been scanning
footage of closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras installed in
the area but have so far been
unable to gather any clues.
Two suspects have been captured in the CCTVs, but the footage is not that clear.
The police have rounded up
some of the suspects and are
questioning them.
Inder Narayan, a friend of the
victim, stated that Vishnu was
talking to his family in Samastipur, Bihar, when the incident
took place.
“After we saw him lying
unconscious in a pool of blood,

we called an ambulance. As the
ambulance did not arrive, we
took him to the hospital in an
auto. One of the tyres of the auto
was punctured, but the driver
managed to drive it to the hospital,” he said. Narayan suspects
the accused may have tried to
snatch the victim’s mobile
phone.
Additional deputy commissioner of police (ADCP, city-1)
Gurpreet Singh Sikand, assistant commissioner of police
(ACP) Bhupinder Kaur, along
with
inspector
Vijay
Kumar,
Salem Tabri station house
officer (SHO) reached the spot
and initiated investigation.
The ADCP said a case under
Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code has been registered against the accused.

Sangrur incident prompts admn
to order survey of open borewells

mustread
AMAZON FINED
The district consumer disputes redressal forum has
penalised Amazon Seller
Services Private Limited, New
Delhi, and Anandit Infotech,
Bengaluru, for not providing
product as ordered by a
Panchkula man. The forum has
directed Amazon to refund
₹17, 500, cost of the product,
along with interest at 9% per
annum.
››P3

Harsimran Singh Batra
n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: The tragic death of

two-year-old Fatehveer in Sangrur district after falling into an
open borewell has prompted the
local civic body administration
to issue directions to the field
staff to check the existence of
open borewells in the city.
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet
Kaur Brar said that all field
employees have been directed to
check all borewells and, if any
borewell was found uncovered,
they have been told to cover it
immediately.
Brar said that borewells
under the jurisdiction of the MC
were covered properly, but still
directions have been given to the
field staff to survey the areas for
any open borewell.
She also asked residents to
remain vigilant and inform the
MC if they find any open borewell in their areas. She also
urged the residents, digging private borewells, to cover them
properly to avoid any mishap,
she added.
Meanwhile, residents spotted
an open borewell in a park in Sector 39 on the Chandigarh road
and informed the area councillor
about it.
Councillor Vanit Bhatia
reached the spot and the borewell was temporarily covered
with a concrete slab.
Bhatia said that he was not
aware of the open borewell as it
was dug up in the past. Soon after
the residents gathered on the
spot and informed me about it, he
reached there and the borewell

Two killed, 2 injured
as truck hits car
parked on highway
HT Correspondent

VICTIM, WHOSE FAMILY
LIVES IN BIHAR, WORKS
AS A PORTER IN THE
CITY; FRIEND SUSPECTS
THE MISCREANTS ALSO
TRIED TO SNATCH HIS
MOBILE PHONE

POLICE SAID THE
INJURED MEN HAD BEEN
DISCHARGED AND THE
BODIES HANDED OVER
TO THEIR FAMILIES
AFTER AUTOPSY
tawar to the civil hospital in
Ambala Cantonment where he
died during treatment. Shamsher and I were discharged after
treatment at the civil hospital,”
Rajiv added.
Inspector Surender Singh of
Baldev Nagar police station said
the injured men had been discharged and the bodies handed
over to their families after
autopsy.
A case under Sections
279 (rash driving), 304-A
(causing death by negligence)
and 427 (mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty
rupees) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) was registered against the
truck driver, who fled the
scene.

n

A parrot rests inside the nest to avoid the scorching heat at PAU in Ludhiana on Tuesday. GURPREET SINGH/HT

Ludhiana sizzles at 44.8°C,
thunderstorm likely in 24 hrs
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Scorching heat continued to torment residents as the
city recorded a maximum temperature of 44.8°C on Tuesday.
However, what may come as
relief for residents, the meteorological department of Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
has forecast thunderstorm in
some areas in the next 24
hours.
According to the school of climate change and agricultural
meteorology, PAU, the maxi-

THE MAXIMUM
TEMPERATURE ON
TUESDAY (TILL 2.30PM)
WAS RECORDED
44.8°C, 6.2 DEGREES
HIGHER THAN NORMAL
mum temperature on Tuesday
(till 2.30pm) was recorded at 44.8
°C, 6.2 degrees higher than normal. The minimum temperature
on Tuesday (till 7.30am) was
recorded at 27.6°C, two degrees
higher than normal.

Argo-meteorologist KK Gill
said there was forecast of thunderstorm at isolated places over
Ludhiana for June 11 and 12.
There is a possibility of dust
storm and thunderstorm at isolated places over Ludhiana and
its adjoining areas during next 24
hours.
“The weather will continue to
remain dry after that,” she
added.
According to records, the city
had witnessed highest temperature of 45.8 °C on June 4, 2017, followed by 45.6 °C on June 8, 2014,
and 45.2°Con June 10, 2019.

Sex-determination racket: Accused used
fake ultrasound machines to dupe clients
Mohit Khanna
n

mohit.khanna@htdigital.in

LUDHIANA:

n

An open borewell in a Sector 39 park near Chandigarh Road in
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana on Tuesday.

was temporarily covered. “Now,
it would be covered permanently
with a concrete slab,” said Bhatia. A resident, Sunita, said that
the over 1-foot wide borewell had
been lying half open for a long
time. After the Sangrur tragedy,
residents took note of it and
informed the councillor. “Now,
the borewell has been covered. A
mishap could have occurred as
many children of the locality
come to play in the park”, said
Sunita.
PRIVATE BOREWELLS
TO BE INSPECTED
Bhatia said that he has also

HARASSED BY
MONEY LENDERS,
WOMAN
HANGS SELF
LUDHIANA: A 49-year-old woman

allegedly ended her life owing to
depression in Salem Tabri on
Monday.
The deceased, Asha Rani, and
her family had borrowed money
from money lenders two years
ago, but failed to return it following which the money lenders
started harassing them.
Rani’s husband Jagdish Nagpal, a street vendor, said he
found his wife’s lifeless body
hanging from the ceiling fan and
informed the police after he
returned from work on Monday
night.
The police sent the body to the
civil hospital for post-mortem.
Rani is survived by her
husband, two daughters and a
son.
Additional deputy commissioner of police Gurpreet Singh
Sikand said Jagdish Anand did
not record his statement against
anyone. “An inquest proceeding
under Section 174 (investigation
over unnatural death) of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC ) has been initiated,” Sikand said.
HTC

asked the MC officials to do a survey of private borewells in his
area. If any open borewell was
found even inside a house, action
would be taken to cover it immediately, he added.
Chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh has also sought a
report on open borewells within
24 hours and directed all deputed
commissioners to ensure that no
open borewell existed in any of
the districts.
“You can call on helpline
number 0172-2740397, if you have
information about any open
borewell in your area,” tweeted
the CM.

Three persons,
including an Asha worker, who
were arrested for running a sex
determination racket were
scamming people with fake
ultrasound machines, health
department authorities claimed
on Tuesday.
The accused, identified as
Manjeet Kaur, Bhupinder
Singh, and Manmohan Pal, were
arrested on the intervening
night of June 4 and 5 following a
tip-off.
Civil surgeon Dr PS Sidhu
said the accused may have been
showing the clients preloaded
scanning images on the monitor.
“Police have recovered a
monitor, a mouse and jelly solution being used to dupe the
patients,” Dr Sidhu said, adding, “Since no ultrasound scanning machine was found in their
possession, they have been

BUDDHA NULLAH POLLUTION

Civic body asked
to expedite
shifting of dairies
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The meeting of Special
Task Force (STF), constituted
for cleaning buddha nullah, was
held on Tuesday.
The meeting was headed by
head of Naamdhari sect Satguru
Uday Singh and director of Tandrust Punjab Mission, KS
Pannu.
Officials of Punjab Pollution
Control Board, drainage department and municipal corporation also participated in the
meeting.
As per the information, the
MC was asked to expedite the
process of shifting the dairies
outside the city and
the civic body is also expected to
conduct a meeting with the
dairy owners on the coming
Sunday.
The authorities were also
asked to remove encroachments
along the nullah so that steps
could be taken to clean it.
As per information, the
drainage department has been

asked to demarcate the nullah
area following which the MC
would assist the drainage
department in removing the
encroachments.
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar said the MC
would be conducting a meeting
with dairy owners association
on the coming Sunday to discuss
shifting of dairies outside the
MC city.
Earlier, the state government
had allocated 995 crores for
cleaning the nullah and a private firm was also asked to prepare a detailed project report
(DPR) for the same.
The STF was also constituted
in the month of October last
year and the Naamdhari sect
had started desilting work.
The desilting process was
however stopped as the dairy
owners continued to dump
waste into the nullah.
The monitoring committee of
National Green Tribunal had
also directed the MC to stop
dumping of waste by dairy units
into the nullah.

›

Police have recovered
a monitor, a mouse
and jelly solution being
used to dupe the patients.
No ultra sound machine
was found with them.
DR PS SIDHU, civil surgeon

booked under Section 420
(cheating) and 120- B (criminal
conspiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code.”
Sub-inspector Ashwani
Kumar, who is investigating the
matter, said, “While Manjeet
Kaur was operating as a tout,
Bhupinder Singh, a resident of
Daad village, who was previously working at a nursing
home in Model Town, and Manmohan Pal of Barnala, a quack,
were pretending to be technicians. They were charging the
clients
anywhere

Woman files
abduction case
against hubby as
sister goes missing
LUDHIANA: A 26-year-old woman

has lodged an abduction case
against her husband after her
sister went missing on May 29.
The complainant, a resident of
Boprai Kalan, stated that she had
got married to the accused six
years ago but they were unable to
bear a child. She said the accused
used to hold her responsible for
not bearing a child and also
thrash her.
She said that the accused had
even asked her parents for
17-year-old sister’s hand in marriage. On May 29, when her sister, a student of Class 11, was on
way to school, the accused allegedly abducted her and took her
somewhere. The family searched
for her but could not find her.
On Tuesday, lodged a complaint against her husband at the
Sudhar police station.
ASI Pyara Singh, who is investigating the case, said that a case
under Sections 363 (kidnapping)
and 366-A (kidnapping, abducting a minor girl) of the Indian
Penal Code has been registered
against the accused. The police
have launched a manhunt for the
arrest of the accused.
HTC

between₹30,000 to ₹35,000 and
distributing it among themselves.”
“During interrogation, the
trio confessed that they were
merely staging a scan for duping
the patients, ” said SI Ashwani
Kumar.
District family welfare officer
SP Singh said, “I am shocked at
the naivety of the people who
were getting the test in the
absence of any scanning
machines.”
He added that their team
would visit the jail on Wednesday to question the accused
about the number of tests they
had conducted so far.
He said that the trio was currently undergoing judicial
remand.
TRIO HAD INITIALLY
ESCAPED
It was on June 4 that the civil
surgeon received a tip-off from
pre-conception and pre-natal
diagnostic
techniques

(PCPNDT) team of Sirsa that sex
determination tests being carried out in Daad village.
Soon after getting the information, Dr Sidhu formed a team
consisting, Khanna civil hospital SMO Dr Rajinder Gulati,
Macchiwara SMO Dr Jaspreet
Kaur, Pakhowal SMO Dr Gurdeep Singh and Ludhiana additional district attorney Bhupinder Singh and a decoy patient.
The trio was operating from a
dingy house located on the outskirts of Daad village. Even the
electricity in the house was
being run on battery.
When the accused were about
to perform the tests, the team
along with the police party
raided the house.
However, the trio managed to
escape, but later during the
night, they were caught.
Sources in the police department said the accused had confessed to having carried out fake
sex determination tests on four
Haryana-based women as well.

CHANGE OF LAND USE SCAM

DSP who conducted
inquiry transferred
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The deputy superin-

tendent of police (DSP) of Ludhiana municipal corporation (MC)
Balwinder Sekhon, who had
remained in controversy over the
Ludhiana change of land use
(CLU) scam, has been transferred
from the city.
As per information, the DSP
was transferred after the cabinet
reshuffle in which Navjot Singh
Sidhu was shifted from the local
bodies department.
DSP Balwinder Sekhon was
directed to conduct an inquiry
into the alleged Ludhiana
CLU scam by former local bodies
minister
Navjot
Singh
Sidhu.
INQUIRY REPORT
HAD GOT LEAKED
The inquiry report got leaked to a
section of media and the opposition leaders raised the issue in the
Vidhan sabha in the month of
February. The inquiry report
also included the names of cabinet minister, MLA (west) Bharat
Bhushan Ashu and Congress
leader Kamaljit Singh Karwal,

TRANSFER FOLLOWS
THE RECENT CABINET
RESHUFFLE IN WHICH
NAVJOT SINGH SIDHU
WAS REMOVED AS THE
LOCAL BODIES
DEPARTMENT
who allegedly patronised the
construction of flats in Ishar
Nagar which are being constructed with alleged irregularities.
After the matter was raised in
Vidhan Sabha, an audio of the
conversation between cabinet
minister Bharat Bhushan Ashu
and Sekhon went viral on social
networks wherein Ashu was
allegedly heard threatening and
asking Sekhon to work within his
jurisdiction. Ashu, while refuting
the allegations, had even dared
Sidhu to prove his involvement in
the case. While most the officials
of MC said that the transfer was
expected as the DSP was not on
good terms with Ashu, few of others said that Sekhon may have
himself requested for the
transfer.
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Students with high scores preferring
humanities this admission season
UG COURSES 150 students have submitted their application forms and given their first preference to
BA course at GNKCW; SCD Government College has received 1,441 online registrations for the course
Deepa Sharma Sood
n

deepa.sharma@hindustantimes.com

ADMISSION TO FIRST SEMESTER OF
MCOM, BCOM AND BBA AT GNKCW

LUDHIANA: In contrast to a decline

in the trend of traditional courses
in the last decade, a number of
meritorious students who scored
above 90% marks in Class 12, are
opting for bachelor of arts (BA)
this year.
At Guru Nanak Khalsa College
for Women (GNKCW), Gujarkhan Campus, Model Town, 150
students have submitted their
application forms and given their
first preference to BA course.
Subjects such as elective English
and psychology are the preferred
choices of the students.
The college sold a total of 930
forms till Tuesday and the applicants can submit the forms till
July 6 at the college premises for
first semester bachelor of commerce (BCom), bachelor of business administration (BBA) and
master of commerce (MCom).

A total of 930 forms were sold for various courses till Tuesday

n

›

SIMRANJEET KAUR, applicant

SCD GOVT COLLEGE
At Satish Chander Dhawan
(SCD) Government College, 1,441
students have registered online
for BA first semester. The last
date for online registration of all
courses at the college is June 28.
GNKCW principal Manjit
Kaur Ghuman said, “It seems

humanities is becoming important stream as candidates with
very high scores are applying for
it. We offer variety of subjects in
BA and students have ample
options to pursue the course.”
In BA course, GNKCW is offering the students variety of subject

options such as elective English,
Punjabi, Hindi, economics, fine
arts, history, music vocal, journalism and mass communication, psychology, physical education, music instrumental, home
science, public administration,
political science, office manage-

■ Late admission (with

admission forms at college:
July 6
■ Display of merit list: On the
counselling day over college
notice board
■ Admission process:
July 8 to July 23

principal’s permission and
late fee of ~560):
July 24 to August 13
■ Late admission (with
vice-chancellor’s permission
and late fee of ~2,040):
August 14 to August 31

OTHER COURSES: BA, BCom, BBA,
BCA, MA English, MCom, postgraduate diploma in computer applications and postgraduate diploma in
mass communication.

Students going through the prospectus of Guru Nanak Khalsa
College for Women in Ludhiana on Tuesday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

I scored 94% marks in Class 12 and aim to become
an IAS officer. I have already filled the forms of two
colleges and decided to pursue BA with elective English,
public administration, political science and sociology.

■ Last date for submission of

ADD-ON COURSES:
Functional English/
communicative English
and fashion designing.

n

HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

submitted the form at GNKCW.”

LUDHIANA: As many as 2,753 stu-

COUNSELLING DATES
The counselling process for first
semesters of BA, BCom, bachelor
of computer applications (BCA),
BBA, MA English, postgraduate
diploma in computer applications and postgraduate diploma
in mass communication, will be
held from July 8.
For MCom first semester, the
counselling process will be conducted on July 9 at GNKCW.

dents from across the state
appeared for Common Entrance
Test (CET)-2019 for various
undergraduate programmes,
here at Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) on Tuesday.
The test was conducted for
admissions to four-year programmes of bachelor of science
(BSc hons agriculture), BSc hons
(horticulture), BTech (biotechnology), BTech (food technology),
BSc (hons community science),

BSc (hons nutrition and dietetics), and five-year integrated MSc
(hons) programmes in biochemistry, botany, chemistry, microbiology and zoology.
Controller of examinations NK
Khullar said that 1,274 boys and
1,479 girls were among the candidates.
Against the 441 seats, 3,018
applications were received out of
which 2,753 students appeared for
the examination. At least 11 centres were set up in two different
schools, one each in the city and
PAU campus. One of the students,
Gurwinder Singh, said he wanted

BBA 6th semester result: 4 Early transplantation: Paddy on 1.5 acres
city students in PU’s top 10 destroyed after agri officials’ intervention
Amarpal Singh

LUDHIANA :Four students from the

n

city have brought laurels to their
institutions after bagging top
positions in the BBA semester six
examination, the result of which
was declared by Panjab University on Tuesday.
Four girl students of two different colleges here have figured
among top ten in the university
by securing third, fourth, seventh
and eighth positions.
Nisha Yadav of Devki Devi
Jain Memorial College for
Women bagged third position in
the university by securing 80.4%
marks.
Radhika Manocha of Khalsa
College for Women, Civil Lines,
stood fourth in the university
with 80.08% marks.
Ruby Jain, a student of Devki
Devi Jain Memorial College for
Women, got seventh position by
securing 79.56% marks.
Neha Goyal of Khalsa College
for Women, Civil Lines. bagged
eighth position in university by
scoring 79.38% marks.
KCW principal Mukti Gill congratulated the students for their
outstanding performance. The
students gave the credit of their
success to the head of the department Pooja Chatley and other
teachers of the department.
Sarita Bahl, principal of DD
Jain College, congratulated the
HTC
students.

n

n

(L to R) Nisha Yadav and Rubi Jain

Neha Goyal

Bee-keeping course
begins at agri varsity
HT Correspondent
n

THE COURSE IS BEING
ORGANISED UNDER THE
AEGIS OF NATIONAL BEE
BOARD, UNION MINISTRY
OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS’ WELFARE

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The integrated bee-

keeping development centre
(IBDC) of department of entomology, Punjab Agricultural University (PAU), has organised a weeklong training course on scientific
bee-keeping for the scientists and
officials of Tripura government
that began on Tuesday.
A total of seven scientists and
officials participated in the
course which is being organised
under the aegis of the National
Bee Board, Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, New Delhi. Sumitra Das,
joint director of agriculture, is
leading the team from the government of Tripura.
Course director and entomology department head Pardeep K
Chhuneja said the training
course had been designed to

enhance the knowledge and skills
of the officers in apiculture, enabling them to establish their NBB
funded Integrated Bee-keeping
Development Centre at Tripura.
Hands-on-training will be provided on aspects of bee-keeping
such as traditional and novel
methods of mass queen bee rearing, managing bee pollination,
production of quality hive products, processing and marketing,
said Chhuneja. Jaspal Singh,
senior entomologist, said the
trainees will be apprised of the
latest issues in bee husbandry.
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Radhika Manocha

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: Continuing their strict
stance against the farmers who
have transplanted paddy seedlings before the prescribed date,
agricultural department officials on Tuesday destroyed 1.5
acres at Bhaini Araian village in
Sidhwan Bet block.
Government have prescribed
June 13 for the commencement
of paddy transplantation in the
state. The farms on which the
seedlings were destroyed,
belonged to one, Balwant Singh.
Block agriculture officer Jasbir Singh said that when he came
to know that Balwant Singh had
transplanted paddy in his fields
before the prescribed date, he
alerted chief agriculture officer
Baldev Singh.
“Following the direction of
chief agriculture officer as well
as deputy commissioner Pradeep Kumar Agrawal, a team of
agriculture officers Kirpal
Singh, Sahib Ahmed, Sherjit
Singh, Vikrant and Jaswinder
Singh reached the spot and
farmer Balwant Singh was called
up,” Jasbir Singh said.

‘VIOLATED PUNJAB
PRESERVATION OF
SUBSOIL WATER ACT’
He said that Balwant Singh was
given an option either pay the

n

A farmer destroying paddy seedlings at Bhaini Araian village of Ludhiana on Tuesday. The state
government has prescribed June 13 for the commencement of paddy transplantation.

fine or destroy the transplanted
seedlings at his own expenses.
“In the presence of officers, Balwant destroyed his 1.5 acres of
land for violating Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water Act
2009,” the block officer said.
Earlier on Sunday, the agriculture officers had destroyed
two acres at Bhundri village. The
agriculture officials said the
farmers should not transplant
the paddy before June 13 in wake
of the alarming level of groundwater. The officers directed the

HT PHOTO

2,753 appear in undergraduate
entrance test at agri university
n

ment and secretariat
practice, sociology and computer
science.
An 18-year-old applicant, Simranjeet Kaur, said, “I scored 94%
marks in Class 12 board exams
and aim to become an Indian
administrative service (IAS) officer. I have already filled the forms
of two colleges and decided to pursue BA course with elective
English, public administration,
political science and sociology. I
reside in Model Town, so, I have

Candidates taking the Common Entrance Test for undergraduate courses at Punjab Agricultural
University in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

labourers present to refuse
transplantation of paddy before
the prescribed date.
PAU URGES FARMERS
TO POSTPONE TRANSPLANTING BY WEEK
PAU on Tuesday released an
advisory, urging the farmers of
the state to postpone paddy
transplantation by one week.
Head of the department of
plant breeding and genetics,
PAU, GS Mangat, said, “As per
the India Meteorological Depart-

HT PHOTO

ment (IMD) data, there is 24%
low pre-monsoon (March to
May) rainfall this year which is
the second lowest in last 65 years.
The deficit in Northwest India is
30%. Commencement of the
monsoon is late by one week.”
He said that low pre-monsoon
rains and prevailing dry spell
are adversely affecting the
paddy nursery growth.
In view of this, he advised the
farmers to sprinkle another dose
of 26kg urea per acre to the
30-day old nursery.

to take admission in BSc agriculture in the university. “My exam
was okay as I faced some difficulties in the chemistry section,” he
said.
Another student, Gurdeep
Singh, said he was satisfied and
expected good rank in the
entrance examination. He also
said that he found the physics section bit difficult as compared to
other ones. Gurdeep has also
applied for BSc agriculture at the
varsity.
Registrar RS Sidhu said the
result of the CET would be posted
on the university website.

PU ENTRANCE
FOR MPHIL AND
PHD PROGRAMME
ON JULY 6
CHANDIGARH: Panjab University
(PU) will hold the entrance exam
for its MPhil and PhD programme
on July 6. The last date to register
for the online application is June
21. The result of the entrance
exam will be valid for 5 years.
Admit cards will be available
online from July 1 and the exam
will be held in the city itself.
Admission to the programme
will be based on the availability of
seats. Interested candidates can
visit the website https://phdadmissions.puchd.ac.in
The exam’s syllabus will be as
prescribed for the post graduate
degree or equivalent classes of PU
in the relevant subject. There will
be no negative marking for wrong
answers. The result to be
declared from August 12 to 14,
will be available on the website
https://results.puchd.ac.in. No
separate result will be issued.

EXAM PATTERN
The three-hour exam will consist
of two papers --Paper 1 (objective)
and Paper 2 (subjective). Paper 1
will consist of 50 questions and all
have to be attempted. Each question will carry one mark. Paper 2
will consist of 10 questions and a
candidate has to attempt five.
Each question will carry 10
marks.
HTC
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PU assures action
on demands of
disabled students
CHANDIGARH: A week after holding

a protest outside the vice-chancellor (V-C) Raj Kumar’s office
on June 3, the students with disabilities at Panjab University (PU)
met the secretary to the V-C,
Muneeshwar Joshi, and registrar
Karamjeet Singh on Monday.
The students expressed hope
to have their demands met soon.
Rimpi Arora, a student of the
department of public administration, said, “The registrar assured
us that the coordinator of the
equal opportunities cell (EOC)
will be appointed within this
week. We were also asked to give
suggestions as we had demanded
a coordinator experienced with
disability.”
The students suggested the
names of faculty members Rajesh
Kataria (chemistry), Aman
Khera (University Institute of
Applied Management Sciences),
Vinod Kumar (sociology) and
Rajesh K Jaiswal.
There are about 50
students with disabilities on the
HTC
campus.

n
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Members of the winning basketball team at GMT Public School, Jalandhar Bypass, on Tuesday.

GMT STUDENTS
WIN BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP
LUDHIANA : Students of GMT Public
School, Jalandhar Bypass, won the
6th National Youth Championship
held in Amritsar. Various school teams
participated in the competition. In
the under-17 (boys) final round
played between Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, the team of GMT won.
The team included Amanpreet ,
Gurjashan, Dilpreet, Dhruv, Shivam
and Ajhar. In the under-19 (boys)
match between Punjab and Tamil
Nadu, Dheeraj , Prashant and Inderjot
bagged the winner’s trophy.

Baba Isher Singh school
organises summer camp
LUDHIANA: Baba Isher Singh Nanaksar Senior Secondary Public School
organised a 10-day summer camp
under the guidance of principal
Ranjit Kaur. Students from upper
kindergarten to Class 11 participated
in various activities, including
basketball, bhangra, calligraphy,
mental math, yoga and shabad

HT

Students during an exhibition at Government Smart school, PAU, in
Ludhiana on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

recitation, during the camp.

Summer camp culminates
at Government Smart school
LUDHIANA : A summer camp organised at Government Senior Secondary Smart School, PAU, concluded on
Tuesday. A variety of lessons on
painting, drawing, cursive writing,
craft, mental ability and reasoning,
were delivered to the participants
during the camp. Students also took
part in poster-making, yoga sessions
and reading activities. Various
products prepared by the students
were also exhibited on last day of the
camp.

BVM holds seminar
on heart diseases
LUDHIANA: Bhartiya Vidya Mandir
(BVM) Senior Secondary School,
Udham Singh Nagar, conducted an
interactive seminar on ‘Heart
diseases in women and adolescents’
for the students of Classes 9-12.
Resource person Sheeba Takkar
Chhabra, an associate professor of
cardiology at DMC Hero Heart
Institute, acquainted the audience
with cardiovascular diseases.

n

Students performing during a summer camp at BCM School, Basant City, on Tuesday.

Summer camp concludes
at BCM School, Basant City
LUDHIANA : A summer camp organised for the students of pre-primary

wing concluded at BCM School,
Basant City, on Tuesday. BCM institutions manager Prem Kumar was the
chief guest. Students participated in
sessions of art and craft, dance and

HT PHOTO

fun games, during the camp. An
exhibition of items prepared by the
children like spray paintings, flower
pots, table mats and candle stands,
was put up on the concluding day.
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LCBSL to serve final notice on
company for clearing dues
CITY BUS SERVICE The firm has allegedly failed to clear ₹3-crore payment against
advertisement charges, bank guarantee of buses, interest on pending payment, etc
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Uncertainty prevailed
over city bus service as the Ludhiana City Bus Services Limited
(LCBSL) has decided to issue a
final notice to the company,
Horizon Connect Transways
Private Limited, running the
service over non-payment of
dues worth ₹3 crore.
The decision to serve the final
notice on the company was
taken at a meeting of the Board
of Directors of the LCBSL held
under the chairmanship of deputy commissioner (DC) Pradeep
Kumar Agrawal here on Monday evening.
As per information, the company has failed to clear pending
dues of ₹3 crore against advertisement charges, bank guarantee of buses, interest on pending
payment, etc.
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar said that, during the last meeting, company
officials demanded a hike in
fare. But the LCBSL asked the
officials to first clear the pending amount after which the company could increase the fares,

›

We have decided to give a last chance to the
company, following which the contract will be
terminated. The notice will be issued in a few days asking
the company to clear the dues in 15 days.
KANWALPREET KAUR BRAR , MC commissioner

she added. The company, however, failed to clear the dues and
even increased the fare on their
own in the past. Now, it had been
decided to give a last chance to
the company, following which
the contract would be terminated, added Brar.
Brar said the notice would be
issued in a few days and the
company would be given 15 days
to clear the dues.
Jaskirat Singh of the company said that the company was
not given a chance to be heard
before taking the decision on
final notice. He said there was
no clause of advertisement fee
in the contract, which was
signed initially.
Further, the authorities did
not allow any hike in fare,
though it was part of the contract that the fare could be

increased in view of the hike in
diesel price.
However, no fare hike was
allowed even though the diesel
cost increased by over ₹20 per
litre in the past. Singh added
that they had not yet received
any notice and would submit a
reply after receiving it.
RESIDENTS TO
BEAR THE BRUNT
If the city bus contract is terminated, residents will have to
bear the brunt as they will have
to depend on the illegal autos
plying on city roads. While the
bus service costs ₹5 up to a distance of 5 kms, auto rickshaws
charge ₹10 even for 1km.
NO BUS SERVICE
ON FIVE ROUTES
As per information, the city bus

Death of Fatehveer: YAD
activists hold protest in city
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:The death of two-year-

old Fatehveer Singh in Sangrur
district after falling into a borewell triggered a protest in the
city on Tuesday.
Besides sharing sympathy
massages on the social media,
Youth Akali Dal (YAD) workers,
led by district president Gurdeep
Singh Gosha, held a protest
against the Punjab government
and chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh for failing to rescue
the child.
The YAD workers, along with
members of some social organisations and children, raised slogans against the government.
They also prayed for peace to the
soul of Fatehveer.
Gosha said that the death of
the child has exposed the negli-

n

›

Instead of deploying
army for rescue
operation, untrained
NDRF staff, that too
without required
machinery, started the
operation, which led to
the death of Fatehveer.
GURDEEP SINGH GOSHA,
district YAD president

gence on the part of the government and the Sangrur district
administration.
Gosha said the chief minister
was least bothered about the rescue operation and preferred to
enjoy holidays outside the state.
Gosha said instead of deploy-

ing army personnel for the rescue operation and untrained
staff of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), that too
without required machinery and
technical assistance, started the
operation which led the death of
Fatehveer.
Social activist Parveen Dang
said that entire Punjab and the
country India were ashamed of
the fact the government and the
administration failed to save a
precious life due to lack of
machinery and technical knowledge.
Leaders, including Manpreet
Singh Bunty, Jaspal Singh, Satbir Singh Dhindsa, Jasmeet
Singh, Chirag Singh, Sarabjit
Singh, Maninder Laddi, Tejinder
Singh Namdhari, Sangeeta
Bhandari, Mukesh Mittal and
many others participated in the
protest.

School students holding posters during a protest held by YAD activists in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

HT PHOTO

service has been already suspended on five routes, including
Shimlapuri to the railway station, the Ferozepur road octroi
to the bus stand, Ram Nagar to
the railway station, bus stand to
Haibowal and Clock Tower to
Haibowal.
The routes, on which buses
are being run, include the Jalandhar road octroi post to Clock
Tower, the railway station to
Meharban and the railway station-bus stand-Kohara.
BUSES IN OPERATION
The city bus service project was
launched in February 2011 and,
out of 120 buses, 83 buses were
transferred to the outsourcing
company and 37 buses worth
over ₹17 crore continued to rot
at the city bus depot on the Tajpur road.
The company was also able to
run only 60 buses and the rest 23
are off the road as these buses
need repair.
Before starting the service, it
was decided that 200 buses
would be purchased fort the
convenience of residents, but
the authorities failed to run
even 120 buses in the city.

UT Vulnerable
Witness Centre
starts functioning
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: In order to imple-

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA:The district consumer

disputes redressal forum has
penalised Amazon Seller Services Private Limited, New Delhi,
and Anandit Infotech, Bengaluru, for not providing product as
ordered by a Panchkula man.
The forum has directed Amazon to refund ₹17, 500, cost of the
product, along with interest at 9%
per annum, besides ₹5,000 compensation on account of mental
agony, harassment and litigation
charges to complainant Shiv
Kumar, a resident of Sector 4,
Panchkula.
The matter dates back to July
2018 when Kumar had ordered 32
GB RAM, two pieces of 16 GB,
from Amazon.in.
However, on delivery, he
received 16 GB RAM (two pieces
of 8GB) instead of the ordered
product. Following this, the complainant approached the opposite
party, which took around five
days for investigating the matter.
Later, when Kumar approached
them again, the company stated
that they would refund the
money but cannot replace the

product stating some technical
error due to increase in price of
the same product.
Amazon in their reply stated
that the sellers themselves are
responsible for their respective
listings and products on the website and they are not responsible
for the products listed on the website by third party sellers. Meanwhile, the seller Anandit Infotech
did not appear to contest the
claim of the complainant and preferred to be proceeded
ex parte.
‘AMAZON CAN’T BE JUST
A MARKET PLACE’
Considering the facts, the forum
observed that they do not agree
with the contention of Amazon
that it merely acts as a market
place for the sale and purchase of
various products.
“It is worthwhile to mention
here that nowadays online shopping is spreading everywhere
because it is time and money saving but the responsibilities of the
companies cannot be over after
selling the product.”
“It is the duty of the companies
to satisfy their customers,” the
forum said.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : Five more of the 23

inmates, who were rescued
from an illegal de-addiction centre running in Jallah village,
Pinjore, on May 30, fled from
the de-addiction centre of the
Panchkula civil hospital, situated in Sector 6 here on Sunday
night.
However, four of them were
traced the same night, and
brought back to the hospital,
while the fifth one was traced to
his house in Baltana, and taken
back to the hospital.
PAST INCIDENT
Earlier, on June 1, two other
inmates had fled from the facility. They still remain at large.
The inmates reportedly used
bedsheets to climb down from
the fourth floor to the second
floor of the hospital from where
they jumped to the ground floor
to escape.
“Four of them were caught
near the Sector 6 market, while
one managed to flee. He
was traced to his house on
Monday and taken back to the
hospital,” said an investigating
official.
On Monday, all five were
given treatment after consultation from out patients department (OPD) doctors. Sources
said the five inmates belonged to
Pinjore, Mohali, Gurugram,
Karnal and Ludhiana.
The police will file medical
reports of all the rescued
inmates before the ilaqa magistrate on June 12.

MOHALI : A mother-son duo and
their domestic help suffered
burns following a blast in the
pipeline supplying LPG to their
apartment at a housing society
in Zirakpur’s Dhakoli on Monday morning.
The injured were identified as
Usha, 60, and her son Sunil Garg,
residents of Spangle Heights,
Panchkula Road, Dhakoli, and
their domestic help, Raj Rani, 55.
While the women suffered 20%
burns, Sunil sustained burn
injuries on his hands.
According to Usha, when she
turned on the gas regulator
around 9am, a blast ripped
through her second-floor apartment, damaging the doors and
windows.
Hearing the blast and screams
of his mother, Sunil rushed to the
kitchen, and saw his mother’s
and Raj Rani’s clothes on fire. He
tried dousing the fire with the
help of water and a blanket, and
himself suffered burns on the
hands while tearing off his
mother’s clothes to save her.
Usha and Raj Rani were
rushed to the Panchkula civil
hospital in Sector 6, where they
are undergoing treatment. Usha
suffered burn injuries on the
chest, neck, hands and legs,
while Raj Rani sustained burns
on the hands and legs.

THE CENTRE WILL
ENABLE A WITNESS TO
GIVE TESTIMONY SANS
ANY FEAR OR PRESSURE

PIPED LPG BEING
SUPPLIED IN SOCIETY
There are 200 apartments in the
housing society, where LPG is
supplied to each unit through a
pipeline. The society, in its base-

n

dents Claim Tribunal
(MACT) has awarded a compensation of ₹17.39 lakh to
the family of Manoj Kumar,
a 32-year-old carpenter, who
was killed in a road accident
in 2017.
It was mentioned in the
plea that on August 17, 2017,
the victim Manoj Kumar
with his family and relatives
was going to village Budha
Khera from village Sultanpur in his car. When they
reached near a sugar mill in
village Banondi, a tanker
truck came from the opposite side at high speed and
hit their car, being driven by
Manoj Kumar. As a result,
all passengers in the car suffered multiple injuries and
they were taken to a hospital.Manoj Kumar was taken

Railway employees protest
over lack of water in colonies
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Upset over almost no

water supply in railway colonies
and shortage of water at the station, members of the Northern
Railway Men’s Union (NRMU)
held a protest at the railway station here on Tuesday.
Protesters first organised a
two-wheeler rally in eight railway colonies (from colony number 5 to 12). Then, they staged a
protest outside offices of the
assistant divisional engineer
(ADEN) and chief medical
officer.
Later, they gathered outside
the office of the station director
at platform number 1.
The protesters rued that the

PROTESTERS RUE THAT
EMPLOYEES RESIDING IN
COLONIES ARE ALSO
EXPERIENCING A TOUGH
TIME DUE TO CHOCKED
SEWERS AND POOR
CONDITION OF HOUSES
employees residing in colonies,
besides facing the shortage of
water, were also experiencing a
tough time due to chocked sewers and poor condition of quarters.
Gansham, leading the protesters, said that water was being
supplied in colonies only for one
hour or just half-an- hour during
the day. “We have to move to

nearby areas with buckets to get
water for bath and other purposes. We are buying drinking
water bottles from shops,” he
said.
Gaurav, a member of the
NRMU, said that due to the
shortage of supply of Rail Neer
bottles at the railway station,
stall owners are not having Rail
Neer to sell and passengers are
also suffering.
This problem was also highlighted by the HT earlier after
railway authorities made it mandatory for stalls/canteens to sell
only Rail Neer water bottles.
Stall owners claimed that the
daily consumption of water bottles was 800 cartons, but the contractor was supplying 1,000-1,200
cartons on alternate days.

n

Usha Rani, 60, (right) and her domestic help, Raj Rani, 55, under treatment at the Panchkula civil
SANT ARORA/HT
hospital on Monday.

ment, has a reticulated gas system, also known as piped gas system, an advanced method to supply LPG to apartments as
compared to the conventional
cylinder supply.
It is a piped network that supplies cooking gas to individual
flats through a centralised cylinder bank of around 80 commercial cylinders.
LPG from the cylinders is
piped through the header and
thereafter, it branches out to
each residential kitchen. However, the system has no sensors
in place to check leakage of gas
that could have prevented the
blast.
“The society had called in
some people for maintenance of
the LPG supply on Sunday. They

being phased out, using it did not
amount to irregularity, adding
that the system was being
replaced by pipelines to supply
the more eco-friendly piped natural gas (PNG).

SOCIETY HAS A PIPED
GAS SYSTEM THAT
SUPPLIES LPG TO
EACH FLAT THROUGH A
CENTRALISED CYLINDER
BANK, BUT HAS NO
METHOD IN PLACE TO
CHECK LEAKAGES
may have left behind a leak that
caused the blast,” said Sunil,
who has yet to file a complaint
with the fire wing or the police.
A senior official of the Indian
Oil Corporation, not wishing to
be named, said though the reticulated gas system was old and

PANIC GRIPS SOCIETY
Hearing the blast, panicked residents ran towards the Garg
household. “I heard a loud
sound, followed by screams and
ran to the Gargs’ house,” said
Sukwinder Singh, their neighbour.
“The fire was controlled as the
society had all fire-fighting
equipment in place. But, this has
exposed the dangers of the gas
supply system, leaving residents
anxious,” said Sujata Sharma,
another resident.

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

RAILWAY HELPLINES

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

12014
12242
12716

CIVIC HELPLINES
n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n Mayor camp office. – 0161-4085002
n MC Commissioner Zone D – 0161-2454500
n MC Commissioner camp office - 0161-2441333
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555

CHANDIGARH :The Motor Acci-

GURPREET SINGH/HT

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

to government hospital,
Naraingarh, from where he
was referred to the Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh,
where he was declared
brought dead. Police were
informed
and a case was registered
against Sarvan Kumar,
driver of the truck.
On September 18, 2017,
victim's family including
Mamta Devi, widow of the
victim, Sachin and Manish,
her sons, moved a
plea with MACT seeking
compensation of ₹50 lakh.
They mentioned that Manoj
was working as a carpenter
and used to
earn about ₹20,000 per
month. Sarvan Kumar submitted that he was falsely
implicated in the case and
no accident took place with
his vehicle.

NMRU members holding a protest at the railway station in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

HT Correspondent

ACCIDENT VICTIM’S KIN GETS
₹17 LAKH COMPENSATION
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

n

LPG pipeline blast injures mother-son
duo and their domestic help in Zirakpur

TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090

n

03

5 MORE RESCUED
INMATES ESCAPE
FROM P’KULA
HOSPITAL, TRACED

ment the guidelines in the Witness Protection Scheme, 2018,
and judgement of the Supreme
Court dated December 5, 2018, a
Vulnerable Witness Centre has
started functioning in the district courts here.
As per the official statement
given under the guidance of UT
district and sessions judge
Balbir Singh in May 2019,
the purpose of the centre was
to enable a witness to give
testimony without any fear or
pressure.
It aimed to promote law
enforcement by facilitating the
protection of persons who were
involved directly or indirectly
in providing assistance to the
criminal law enforcement agencies and overall administration
of justice.
The official statement mentioned, “Witnesses need to be
given the confidence to come
forward to assist law enforcement and judicial authorities
with full assurance of safety.”
“For the protection of a
witness’ security, devices can
be installed at the witness’
house besides regular patrolling near it. Temporary change
of residence to a relative’s house
or a nearby town, escort to
and from the court and provision of government vehicle or a
state funded conveyance for the
date of hearing could be provided to the witness, if considered necessary,” mentioned the
statement.

Consumer forum asks Amazon to pay
up ₹22,500 for delivering wrong product

ludhiana

n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE
DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682
13005

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)
Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am

12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am
05:50am

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm
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PERSONALFINANCE
money
m
Student housing to cost more
quickguide
HOW TO GET
FOREX IN CASH?

Planning a foreign trip? Here's a
quick guide on how you could
exchange your currency:

11 MILLION SEEK ACCOMMODATION There are 37
million students pursuing higher education in India. In the
next 2 years, there will be a steep rise in the student
accommodation cost, says a real estate consultant
Vivina Vishwanathan
n

Vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The cost of education has been
skyrocketing across the country. Both
health-care and education tend to see
double digit inflation every year. To add
totheeducationcost,inthenextcoupleof
years you will witness a steep rise in the
cost of student accommodation as well.
According to real estate consultant
JLL, therearenearly 37million students
pursuing higher education in India, of
this an estimated 11 million migrant students seek accommodation.
Only one-third of these students are
accommodated in campus hostels provided by the institutions while the
remaining 7 million have opted for, and
consequently, fuelled the growth of
informal housing models. Considering
the demography of the country, the
demandforstudenthousingissettorise.
In order to fulfil the demand, developer
and investors are looking at organised
student-housing segment. Let’s take a
look at the organised student accommodation category and how it will impact
your money.

SUPPLY OF HOSTELS AND PAYING
GUESTS IS LIKELY TO BE LOWER THAN
THE DEMAND. HENCE, YOU MIGHT NEED
TO LOOK FOR ALTERNATIVES. IT WOULD
ALSO BE PRUDENT TO PLAN YOUR
FINANCES TO MEET YOUR CHILD’S
HIGHER EDUCATION NEED

ORGANISED STUDENT HOUSING
Developers and investors are taking cue
from the demand for student housing in
highereducation.“Mostoftheorganised
studenthousingcompaniesareaggregators of residential housing around the
campus. There are only a few who have
thevisiontofocusonpurpose-ledaccommodationwhichisprevalentincountries
such as the US, the UK and Australia,”
said Vijay Rajagopalan, head-alternatives, JLL India. Purpose-built student
accommodation(PBSA),housingspecificallybuiltforstudentsbyrealestatecompaniesandstudentlivingareanewerconcept in India. An alternative for hostels
andpayingguestaccommodation,PBSA
andstudent livinghave better amenities
inplace.“Operatorsaredrivingstudents
to organised living where the product is
standardisedandbetterthantheexisting
model,” said Rajagopalan. Companies
suchasStanzaLiving,Oxfordcaps,Zolostays, Yourspace and Placio offer organised student living.
COST OF BETTER AMENITIES
Real estate consultants believe that the
parents will pay more for better amenities. “You can’t start at a price point
beyond the unorganised market. However, once the parents see quality,
hygieneandsafety,theywillbewillingto
paymore.InapapertitledFutureofIndia
Real Estate-Deciphering the mid-term
perspectivereport,conductedbyJLLand
FICCI, it was noted that majority of student housing is operated in the mid-premium category with an average cost of
₹1.5 lakh per annum. Compared with a
hostel, the price of PBSA will be higher.

1

Airports: This may be one of the
most expensive places to exchange
currency. "The exchange fee can
range anywhere between 10% and
12%," said Sudarshan Motwani,
founder, Bookmyforex.com. Avoid
buying forex from airport.

Money exchange agencies:
Agencies might be expensive or
cheap, depending on how you can
haggle with them, he added. Since
it is unorganized, you make have
to negotiate.

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

For instance, the hostel in Delhi North
Campus will cost around ₹50,000 per
annumwhereasadoubleoccupancywill
costover₹1.5lakhperannum. “Youcan’t
compare hostel fees as it is hugely subsidised by the government,” said Anindya
Dutta, co-founder, Stanza Living.
INVESTORS TO BENEFIT
According to experts, the yield on the
organised student housing assets is significantly higher. “The yield in say
North Campus, Delhi, property would

typically be 2.5-3%. In case of student
housingconcept,theyieldwouldgoupto
6.5-7%,” said Dutta.
“You are creating a pool of assets for
high-net worth individuals and it
becomes good diversification from the
yieldperspective.Alsoformostaggregatorsitisassetlight.Unlikeothercommercialrealassets,yourassetisnotinthetop
eight cities. Markets such as Jaipur
Indore and tier2 citiesarealso largeconsumersofstudenthousing,”saidPrateek
Pant, head of products and solutions,

Sanctum Wealth Management.

TERM OF THE DAY

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW?

Norms for banks to use Aadhaar
THE CHANGE

Annuity may not
be the solution for
your retirement
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Annuity plans have long been

advocated for retirement planning to
getregularincome.“Annuityplansare
designed for providing guaranteed
income during one’s retired life to
achieveretirementgoals,”saidDheeraj
Sehgal, chief distributionofficer–institutional, Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance.
However, does it work for you? Let’s
takealookattheproductstructureand
what it entails:
WHAT IS ON OFFER?
Youmaypurchasetheannuitythrough
alump-sumpaymentoraseries ofpaymentsovertime.“Anannuitycontract
terminatesondeathoftheannuitantor
continuesforhisspousetillherdeathas
per the option chosen by annuitant,”
said Mohit Garg, product head, PNB
MetLifeIndiaInsuranceCoLtd.Annuityplanscoverthefinancialriskof“living long” by providing adequate payments for a comfortable lifestyle.
“There are primarily two kinds of
annuity products: immediate annuity
plans–underwhichyoupaysinglepremium and start getting periodic paymentsimmediatelyanddeferredannuity plans – which has an accumulation
phase.Yourpremiumisutilisedtobuild
up a corpus and the annuity payouts
starts after the end of accumulation
phase.Theannuityratemaybeguaranteed upfront or may be determined at
the annuity payout stage,” Sanjeev
Pujari, president- actuarial and risk
management, SBI Life Insurance.
The insurance regulator recently
uppedthewithdrawallimitonannuity
products earlierthisweek. Onpension
products,youcanwithdrawupto60%of
the amount and the rest can be used to
purchase an annuity product. Earlier
investors could withdraw one-third of
theamount.Theminimuminvestment
amount for an annuity product varies
acrossinsurers.Therearerecentproductslaunchedwhichallowyoutoinvest

as low as ₹2,000 monthly. Liquidity is
limited in an annuity product as withdrawals are not permitted.
“Lack of liquidity or flexibility is a
criticism faced by annuity products.
Alsothetaxabilityofannuityamountis
anissuewhichisdebated,”saidPujari.
Until maturity, it is treated like a taxfreeproductbutpost-maturityannuity
product is treated like income and is
applicable for income tax.
“The returns on such products are
generally low because annuity products invest in government securities
whichhaveinterestrateofaround7-8%
and insurers may have to take on the
investment risk,” said Kapil Mehta,
founder, SecureNow.in. This takes a
toll on what you receive from the plan.
There is no fee or charge in annuity
products. “The charges are subsumed
in the returns and that’s why the
returns are so low. Unless, in case of
unitlinkpensionplans,thechargesare
visible,” said Sadagopan.
Garg said, “Like all insurance contracts, annuity products also carry
implicit charges loaded by the insurancecompany.Theseincludetheprovision for expenses, commission paid to
thedistributors,longevityandrisk.The
chargesleviedbyinsurancecompanies
vary as per the operating philosophy,
except thecommission payable, which
is capped at 2% of single premium.”
IS IT FOR YOU?
Thisproductbecomesdisadvantageous
foryour ownmoney inafew instances.
“Thereturnsareanywaylowandwhen
you are taxed over and above low
returnswhatyoueffectivelygetmaybe
in the range of 4.5%,” said Sadagopan.
Asaretirementproductthismaynotbe
the best option when you have other
products available as well. “In fact,
mostinvestmentproductscanbestructuredtosuityourretirementneeds,”he
said. “If you are a risk-averse investor,
who is satisfied with returns in the
rangeof6%,thenannuitymaybesuitable for you,” he added.

Banks can use customers’ Aadhaar
number for the
know-your-customer (KYC) process but only with
customers’ consent.“Bankswillbe
allowedtocarryoutAadhaarauthentication or offline-verification of an individual who voluntarily uses his Aadhaar
number for identification purpose,” the
ReserveBankofIndia(RBI)saidincircular last week. The Central bank has also
said that proof of possession of Aadhaar
number has been added to the list of officially valid documents (OVD). If you
receivedirectbenefittransfer(DBT),you
have to provide your Aadhaar and also
get an e-KYC authentication.

Online: Online portals are
transparent. You can pay them by
cash or card and get it delivered to
your doorstep. For document
verification, relevant ones can be
uploaded online. "They might levy
delivery charges which will be in
the range of Rs 150 to 500," he
added.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR YOU?
If you are planning to send your child for
highereducationtoanothercity,youmay
spend more on the accommodating
besides thecostofeducation.Thesupply
ofhostelsandpayingguestsislikelytobe
SOVEREIGN
lowerthanthedemand.Hence,youmight
GOLD BOND
need to look for alternatives. It would be
WHAT IS IT?
prudent to keep a tab on the changing
market and plan your finances to meet
Sovereign gold bonds are government securities
your child’s higher education need.
issued in the units of grams. They are a replacement for
physical gold and are available in paper or demat form.
The bonds are issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
behalf of the government.

moneybasics

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY
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Banks: When it comes to expense,
banks are second in line as the
exchange fee ranges between 2-3%,
he added.

IT IS NOT MANDATORY
You can voluntarily provide your
Aadhaarnumberto
open a bank
account. However,
the bank can’t use
yourAadhaarwithout your consent.If
you permit to use your Aadhaar, banks
can use it for online authentication and
e-KYC. Other regulated-entities such as
non-bankingfinancecompaniescanalso
use yourAadhaarwith consentfor KYC.
However, companies other than banks
which are permitted to use Aadhaar can
use it only in offline mode and not for an
e-KYC. Any company that is allowed to
use your Aadhaar for customer due diligence will have to blackout the Aadhaar
number.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU?
Aadhaar has also
been accepted as
one of the officially
valid documents.
After the Supreme
Court verdict on
Aadhaar in 2018,
banks had stopped
opening accounts online using Aadhaar
ande-KYC.Similarly,fintechcompanies
has stopped adding customers through
e-KYC for payments and lending. The
Aadhaar-basedKYCwasusedfore-signature. Now the RBI has allowed Aadhaar
KYC with consent. So banks and fintech
companies will offer customers e-KYC
and Aadhaar-based account-opening
processes. Fintech companies were also
working on using new technology to do
KYCthroughvideoandvoiceassistance.

The sovereign gold bonds will be issued every
month from June 2019 to September 2019.
You can buy a basic unit is 1 gram and you
can buy in multiples of gram(s) of gold. The tenor
of the Bond will be for a period of 8 years
with exit option after 5th year. You can
buy up to 4 kg as an individual in
a financial year.

CARS SALES
CONTINUE TO SKID

Sales volumes decline in April and
May 2019. The pain continues
from last financial year.

Volume in units
FY2018
Maharashtra
UP and
Uttarakhand

GOOD TIMES AHEAD?

Your EMIs can go down marginally
HT Correspondent
n

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Your home loan, car loans

and personal loans are set to get
cheaper. On the back of falling inflation and slowing economic growth,
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
monetary policy committee (MPC)
is likely to cut its repo rate, the key
policy rate, by 25 basis points,
according to economists and banking analysts. Repo rate is the rate at
which the apex bank lends money to
commercial banks and one-basis
point is one-hundredth of a percentage point.
After last week’s data on gross
domestic product (GDP) was
released, which showed that the
economy grew by 5.8% year-on-year
during the fourth quarter in 2018-19,
all eyes will be on the RBI policy
committee’s decision on the interest
rates.
“The weakness of the numbers
leaves open the possibility of looser
policy. A third consecutive rate cut
now looks a done deal at the RBI’s
meeting. There is also a growing
chance that the finance ministry
opts to relax its fiscal deficit target
for this year,” said Shilan Shah, senior India economist, Capital Economics in a note.
Slower growth in fixed investment, private consumption and
exports dragged down fourth quarter GDP growth. On the supply side,
negative growth in agriculture
along with slower growth in manufacturing, construction, and trade,
hotels, transportation and communication services brought down
total gross value added growth to
5.7% from 6.3% in the previous quarter, Crisil Research noted.
Economist and analysts expect a
cumulative rate cut of 75 bps. “We
look for a 25bps cut in the repo rate
to 5.75%, taking cumulative cuts in
2019 to 75 bps. Inflation has been edging higher in recent months, but at
sub-3%, readings are still below the

Gujarat

Kerala

ANOTHER 25BPS CUT IN THE OFFING?

AP and
Telangana

The Reserve Bank of India is likely to cut repo rate by
25 bps, according to economists and analysts.

Karnataka

Repo rate (%)

7.75

Source: Reserve Bank of India
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3,72,662
3,54,480
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2,84,763
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2,16,199
2,36,346
2,24,966
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Change
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-4.88
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-0.27
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9.32
1.04
0.00
-4.01
7.49
6.72

Source: SIAM, Kotak Institutional Equities

TWO-WHEELER
VOLUME DECLINES

Jan Mar May Sep Oct Jan Jan Mar June Sep Apr Oct Aug June Aug Feb Apr
2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2014 2015 2015 2015 2015 2016 2016 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019

THE SLOWING ECONOMY,
LOW INFLATION AND
INDICATION OF A RATE CUT
MEANS YOUR LOANS ARE SET
TO GET CHEAPER. HOWEVER,
LIQUIDITY IN THE BANKING
SYSTEM WILL HAVE A ROLE
TO PLAY FOR THE INTEREST
RATE ON LOANS
4% target, which provides the central bank the room to consider overriding growth concerns. Global volatility has heightened since the MPC
met in April, which makes this
week’s decision a close one.
Nonetheless, akin to 2H18 when
benchmark rates were on hold
(against expectations for a hike)
considering a benign inflation outlook despite a weak rupee, we expect
domestic concerns to override
global catalysts this time around as
well. A decisive win by the ruling
coalition will also buffet the econ-

The number of two-wheeler fell
in Gujarat and Maharashtra

omy from a cautious risk backdrop,”
said DBS Group Research in a note.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN
FOR YOU?
The slowing economy and lower
inflation and indication of a rate cut
means your loans are set to get
cheaper. However, liquidity in the
banking system and credit growth
will have a role to play for the interest rate on loans. According to Care
Ratings, bank credit growth continues to surpass deposit growth.
“On a (year-on-year) basis, bank
credit growth as on 10 May was 13%
while bank deposit growth was
10.4%. Since FY18, bank credit
growth has surpassed deposit
growth and this has been a key factor constraining liquidity in the
banking system,” said Care Ratings
in a note.
As long as the credit growth surpasses deposit growth, banks are
unlikely to pass on the benefit of a
rate cut considering that the banks
have to factor in cost of funds. However, you can expect a marginal rate
cut in the near-term.

UP and
Uttarakhand

29,15,113
172020

31,86,031

9.29

Maharashtra

20,26,261
18,95,920

-6.43

AP and
Telangana

17,57,947
18,95,974

7.85

Tamil Nadu

16,72,924
18,33,958

9.63

Gujarat
Madhya
Pradesh

13,83,903 -5.59
13,06,542
11,27,140 16.08
13,08,328

Karnataka

12,35,280
13,06,500

Rajasthan

11,148,21 6.72
11,89,691

Bihar

9,51,141
10.27
10,48,865

5.77

Source: SIAM, Kotak Institutional Equities
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ANANYAPANDAY

Sneha Mahadevan

or modern-day actors,
social media has become a
part and parcel of their
lives. And Ananya Panday is
no different. In fact, the
youngster became a sensation
on social media even before
making her film debut [with
Student of The Year 2], and she
readily admits that the internet
world has emerged as a
powerful dimension now. “I
think it’s a blessing that social
media is such a big thing,” she
says.
To start with, the 20-year-old
feels social media helps
connect with the youth.
“Today, we have a lot of young
people, who have access to our
pictures etc. They can directly
see what we are up to. Also, I
believe getting the youth on
n
your side is extremely
important, especially for
someone like me since I am
also a millennial and that
age. That’s why, when I look
up to someone, I follow them
on Instagram, so, it’s
[following on social media] a
good thing,” she says.
Likewise, Ananya is also
aware that social media has its
pros and cons. “For example,
Instagram can be bad as well

when you get trolled. But I
think you need to take it
positively and at the same time,
not too seriously because it can
get to your head. However, one
should know that at the end of
the day, you are here to act and
that’s what people [actors]
should be here for,” says the
actor, adding that it was “very
flattering” for her to know that
“people were interested” in her
even before her first film
released.
“Personally, I am trying not
to take any pressures right now
and just be positive,” says
Ananya, who is currently busy
with her second film, Pati Patni
Aur Woh. Besides her father,
Chunky Panday, one of the
calming factors has been her
mother, Bhavna Panday. “My

mum has always brought the
third perspective. She has seen
my dad through his ups and
downs and I feel that’s why she
can give me the best advice
because she has seen it all as a
neutral person,” says the actor,
adding that her mother has
been an “extremely grounding
factor and gives me a reality
check all the time. I don’t think
I can live without my mum,”
she concludes.
n

ollywood megastar Amitabh
Bachchan’s Twitter account
was hacked, and his profile
picture replaced with that of
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran

fter a smashing 2018
with two hit films under
his belt — Badhaai Ho
and Andhadhun,
Ayushmann Khurrana cannot
wait for his 2019 releases to set
the cash registers ringing. His
first outing this year is Article
15, a film that deals with the
socio-political situation in the
country. Ayushmann plays an
IPS officer in this film that
alludes to true-life incidents.
He says doing a film on an
important issue like this was
“the need of the hour”.
Excerpts from an interview:

A

prashant.singh@htlive.com

ANANYA CLEARS THE
AIR AROUND HER
ADMISSION AT USC
Recently, Ananya Panday
was embroiled in a
controversy when a friend
of hers from school went
around telling people that
Ananya was lying about
having got admission in
the University of
Southern California (USC).
To prove that she was
actually granted
admission to Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism at USC,
Ananya has now posted a

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Ayushmann
Khurrana

You’ve been part of films that
have mostly tackled social issues
in an entertaining manner. Article
15 is pretty serious in nature.
What made you do this kind of
a film?

This is a very important film
as it deals with caste system.
No one in Indian cinema has
really spoken about the issue,
the way we do in the film. We
are going on the front foot and
talking about all issues that
are caste centric. Yes it is a
different film, but it is a
socially relevant film.
Working on the film was an
eye-opener for me.

Did you get a ringside view of how
things worked within the system
in our country, while working on
this film?
I was always interested in
these issues — human
scavenging and
discrimination based on caste.
It bothered me since
childhood. This only happens
in India, where people use
separate utensils for servants
and house helps. We don’t see

that in the West. It is ingrained
in us. It is a part of our system
and we need to take that out.
Moving forward, we should
not teach our kids about caste
system. I remember writing
different castes that existed in
India in my exams in school.
Why should one do that? How
will that help anyone in life?

Films with a serious issue at their
core tend to gravitate towards
becoming a documentary. Was
that a worry for you?
Every film of mine deals with a
subject that can be made into a
documentary — be it body
shaming or anything else. This
film is entertaining, it is a
commercial film and it has
some light moments but
overall, of course the theme is
dark. What is the point of a
film addressing a social issue if
there is no reach? The reach

will only come with
entertainment. Otherwise,
nobody will watch that film.
If it is only going to the
festivals, there is no point
because you know that the
audience already knows about
these issues. You want the
single-screen audience to see
the film and initiate discussion
about the caste system. They
should be enlightened about
basic human rights. The
multiplex audience already
know about it. There is no
point catering to an audience
that is already sensitised.
This is the reason it needs
to be commercial. I would
want social issues to be
presented in a certain way in
my films.

2018 was a fantastic year for you
with two consecutive hits. Is there
a sense of accomplishment now?

It feels great that the choices
that you made are getting
validated — both by critics and
the trade. Now I have the
courage to do a film like
Article 15 which deals with a
social issue and has a dark
theme but says something
important. It’s like a social
responsibility as an artiste.
After achieving commercial
success, I am doing a film like
Article 15 and I can grab more
eyeballs. People will come to
the theatre because of my good
run at the box-office. We
should talk about caste system
as it is the need of the hour. As
a country, especially in rural
India, we don’t accept inter
caste marriages and now I
have the guts to do a film like
this and to go on a front foot
and talk about an important
issue like this.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

picture on Instagram with all the
valid documents. In the post, she
wrote that the rumours about
her “faking her admission are
getting out of hand and it’s even
more unfair and sad that my
family and friends have to go
through this”, and so she decided
to post this picture.

AY

STOP PRESS
B

instagram.com/htcity

ANYAPAND

TAGRAM/AN

PHOTO: INS

BACHCHAN’S TWITTER
ACCOUNT HACKED
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Actor Ayushmann Khurrana says working
on his next outing — a serious film with a
very relevant issue — was an eye-opener

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

F

www.facebook.com/HTcity

LUDHIANA
It’s a blessing
that social
media is so big: ‘WE SHOULD
Ananya
TALK ABOUT
SOCIALISSUES’

Ananya
Panday

Prashant Singh

www.hindustantimes.com

ESHA-BHARAT WELCOME
SECOND CHILD
Khan on Monday night. His
Twitter bio, which usually reads,
“Actor... well at least some still
saying so!”, was suffixed by
“Love Pakistan”. The hacking was
taken note of within minutes,
and a police spokesperson said
they were “investigating the
IANS
matter.”

PHOTO:
VIRAL
BHAYANI

ctor Esha Deol and her
husband Bharat Takhtani
have welcomed their second
child, a daughter and have
named her Miraya Takhtani.
Esha took to Instagram to
share the news, and wrote:
“Thank you very much for the
IANS
love and blessings.”

A

Salman Khan is a fabulous
ous person, says Sonali
Naina Arora
ctor Sonali Kulkarni is
riding high on the
success of her latest
film, Bharat. In the
Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif-starrer, she plays
Salman’s mother. And
she has been talk of th
an
town for more tha
just her acting
e
prowess. In the
film, the 44-yearays
old Sonali, pla
mother to 53year-old
Salman —
and that
had people
pointing out
how female
actors are
treated in this
industry. But
Sonali is not
perturbed by
such talk, for
there is “nothing
unusual about
it”.
“My roles
are my choice.
I have to stand
by my choice
proudly,
which I do,”
she says, “I
am
touched

A

Sonali Kulkarni
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SONALIKUL

Sonali Kulkarni played Salman
Khan’s mother in Bharat
with audience’s and critics’
observation. But I also
played Hrithik [Roshan’s]
adoptive mom in Mission
Kashmir back in 2000
(laughs). People will definitely
comment, and they are right.
But it’s not like every time it
comes out of criticism, it
sometimes, comes out of
concern also. At times, people
say regional cinema has offered
me more variety than Hindi
commercial cinema, which I
agree with. But I wouldn’t like
to say, ‘How I wish Hindi
cinema gave me this or that’. I
am very grateful for the work
that I am getting,” says
Kulkarni, who has worked in
Kannada, Marathi and
Gujarati cinema.

On
n the camaraderie with
alm
man on the sets, she says, it
s “amazing” to work with
m and she was impressed
tth his professionalism. “I
as pretty nervous because
e have stories floating
ound about how he is star
ke, and how he does this or
tt, whether he will
ember lines or come to sets
e
tim
me. But Salman had
arke
ed himself on the sets. He
was ffabulous with his lines. In
fact, h
he came up with
suggestions and
sugge
improvisations. I really liked
his vibe on the sets. Whatever
people have heard [about him]
must’ve been their experience,
but I’ve seen a fabulous person,
[who has a] golden heart, and is
extremely playful. I never saw
him carrying the weight of
being a superstar.”
The Poster Boys (2017) actor
adds: “I really liked the story
when I was offered this film. As
anyone would think, I was a
little unsure about how I will be
able to carry it off. But the
important fact was the actor
chosen for this role had to suit
both the parts. [She] had to look
good as young Salman Khan’s
mom, because those memories
are very strong on screen, and
gracefully be the older Salman
Khan’s mom too.”
n

naina.arora@htdigital.in
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htcity TIME OUT
Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152,
40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

A distinct improvement in fitness can be
expected. Money loaned to someone on
good faith may not be returned. Finding
time for a side business may pose a
challenge. Someone in the family may
hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
ARIES
remove any misunderstandings that may
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
persist. A vacation may materialise and
prove most enjoyable. Many ups and downs are
foreseen in a legal issue, so don’t get too hopeful.
Love Focus: You will need to make love grow in your relationship,
since nothing happens automatically in romance.
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Adopting an active lifestyle will do a whale
of a good in keeping minor ailments at
bay. You may have to plan your expenses
to remain within the budget. It may be
difficult to keep your mind at work due
to
distractions. Taking up too much on
TAURUS
themselves in improving the home front
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
may tire some homemakers today. Those
thinking of a short vacation may need to apply
for leave right away. Those thinking of buying property will need to
be more deliberate. It is time to put in extra bit on the academic front.

Dave Franco: The actor, who had a breakthrough
in films with 21 Jump Street (2012), followed by
Now You See Me (2013) and Nerves (2016), turns 34
today.

Your popularity, both on the personal and
professional fronts, is on the rise. Avoid
experimenting something new as the
seasonal changes do not approve of it.
There will be no escaping an essential
expenditure.
Good advice from a family
GEMINI
member will work wonders for you. A
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
family vacation may be too rushed up to
turn enjoyable. A chance to study abroad may
come to those who had been trying for it for long.

There is a possibility of starting something
new for coming back in shape. Doing a lot
of legwork on the professional front to
secure a deal may prove too little, too
late. Some of you can expect good
advice
from someone close on an
CANCER
important matter. You may not get a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
chance to proceed on a planned vacation.
You are likely to get a good opportunity to buy
a prime real estate or a premium vehicle of your choice. Getting
burdened with a lot of work on the academic front is possible.

Love Focus: A chance for an outing with lover finally arrives.

Love Focus: Differences in a romantic relationship can be best sorted
with a discussion rather than keeping things in your heart.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Mental calmness through meditation can
be expected. You will need to be at your
convincing best to swing a deal in your
favour on the professional front.
Domestic harmony is assured for those
wanting uninterrupted togetherness
LEO
with the family. Be careful about personal
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
security in a long journey, as chances of loss
cannot be ruled out. Selling property at this
juncture seems profitable. A long assignment on the academic front
may prove boring and repetitive.

Those recovering from minor surgery will
need to keep a check on their progress.
You will be able to maintain the right
kind of environment on the professional
front. Someone in the family may hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
remove any misunderstandings that may
persist. Those selling property may find the
market hot, but may not find many takers.
Much enjoyment is in store for some on the academic front.

You will be able to remain fit. It is best to
consult knowledgeable people before
going in for investments. Someone in
the organisation may contest your
performance and competence. A
marriage or birth is likely to bring
happiness at home. Luck is likely to shine
on those who have applied for a house or a
plot. Hard work and sleepless nights on the
academic front may become necessary for some.

Love Focus: Love life is set to improve on all parameters.

Love Focus: An encounter with someone from the opposite camp
may raise the hopes for a budding romance.

Love Focus: You may need to take positive steps to bring romance
back into your life.

Your new initiative will prove effective in
coming back in shape. Money needs to be
conserved, as a cash crunch appears
imminent. Job seekers are likely to land
well paying jobs. A family elder’s opinion
may appear unjust upfront, but it will
SCORPIO
have great merit. Be careful in a long(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
distance travel by road. Someone may
contest a property acquired by you through
inheritance. Some of you are likely to go all out to make a mark on the
academic front

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Dark Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Condition of those recuperating from
surgery will improve quickly. Financial
front promises to remain ever so strong.
Pending work may compel you to
tighten your belt on the work front.
Your absence from a family function
SAGITTARIUS
threatens to get you sidelined on the
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
social front. Be careful in a long-distance
travel by road. Chances of an immovable asset
coming your way by way of inheritance cannot be ruled out. Higher
studies can beckon some and may get them in a premier institution.

A home remedy may prove effective in
curing a persistent health problem.
Expected payments are likely to get
delayed. A business tour will prove most
fruitful and will bring exciting business
opportunities your way. Your neutral
CAPRICORN
stance on an issue can be resented by
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
someone close. A property applied for may
become an albatross around your neck. On the
academic front, someone’s company will help bring excitement.

Health remains good. Financial gains may
keep your coffers brimming. It may seem
difficult to get rid of someone who is
now proving to be a pest. A family
member is likely to become a great
source of encouragement. Your idea for
AQUARIUS
an outing is likely to be lapped up by
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
family members, so expect an exciting time.
Doing up a newly acquired place is on the cards
for some. Some of you are likely to show a marked improvement on
the academic front.

Health remains satisfactory. You will find
luck on your side in a financial deal. Those
going away from home to join a job at a
new location will find the new social
circle enjoyable. A change you had been
planning in your department may not be
PISCES
approved by seniors, so take them into
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
confidence first. Keep up your attempts to
mend fences with someone close in a property
dispute. Your reputation is set to grow on the academic front.

Love Focus: Someone you are in love with is likely to pamper you.

Love Focus: Chance meeting with someone may turn into a
long-term romantic relationship.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number 22 Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

Kate,Danielto
appearonceleb
genealogyshow

SUDOKU

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Those in love can expect a scintillating time.

Love Focus: Love may beckon some.

Love Focus: Love life remains satisfactory.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front, making
you think about them again and again.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Crimson

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: IAN GAVAN//GETTY IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Actor Shahid Kapoor was approached
to play Siddharth’s role in Aamir
Khan-starrer Rang De Basanti
(2006), but he turned it down.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3114
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

LVAE E
AC GOR
EF HILS
DEIRF V
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Leave, cargo, elfish, fervid
ANSWER: The pleasures of love are always in proportion to our fears. Stendhal

Kate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEDANIELRADCLIFFE

ate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe are set to appear
on the genealogy
documentary series Who Do
You Think You Are? The show,
which follows a celebrity
tracing their family tree in
each episode, is returning for
its 16th season, reported
DigitalSpy.Former X Factor

K

judge Sharon Osbourne, actor
Naomie Harris and TV
presenter Mark Wright,
comedian Katherine Ryan and
Have I Got News For You
captain Paul Merton will also
be a part of the show.
In a first, actor-comic Jack
Whitehall and his father
Michael Whitehall will appear
together to unravel their
family’s past.
“We’re delighted to have
this incredible line-up of stars
and to have captured these
journeys of discovery as they
explore their extraordinary
family trees. What they
uncover is revelatory, moving,
often funny and always
fascinating. Many of our
celebrities’ ancestors were
caught up in momentous
historical events which we are
covering for the first time in
the series,” executive
producer Colette Flight said in
a statement.
The commission editor of
the channel on which it airs,
Abigail Priddle, added she is
looking forward to the
upcoming instalment of the
show. “I’m thrilled that the
BAFTA winning Who Do You
Think You Are? is returning...
with another amazing line up
of celebrities who will be
delving into their ancestry, it
promises to be a real treat for
viewers,” Priddle said.
PTI

DEAD TO ME
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Christina Applegate,
Linda Cardellini
Synopsis: A hot-headed
widow searching for the hitand-run driver who mowed
down her husband befriends
an eccentric optimist.

Starring: Cyrus Sahukar, Mini
Mathur, Denzil Smith

MIND THE MALHOTRAS
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

Synopsis: A peek into the life of
a modern-day couple with two
teenage daughters, a son, and
an annoying mother-in-law.

Starring: Shravan Reddy,
Naveen Kasturia, Vasuki

THINKISTAN
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The pleasures of ___ are always in proportion to our ____.
- Stendhal (4,..,5)

Synopsis: Contrasting journeys
of two copywriters from
different worlds in the world
of advertising, circa 1996.

Scary Movie 3
at 1727

EDITOR’S
PICK

1023 The Way
of The
Dragon
1204 Cats & Dogs
1338 Dunkirk
1531 Mission Impossible
1727 Scary Movie 3
1853 Eagle Eye
2100 Iron Man 2
2317 I Am A Legend

Thor Ragnarok at 1417

Inferno at 2100

0932 Gone In 60 Seconds
1145 Black Panther
1417 Thor Ragnarok
1644 Tom Yum Goong
1905 Dragonball: Evolution
2254 Tom Yum Goong 2

1157 Free Will 2: The Adventure
Home
1511 Passengers
1705 Blended
1905 The Ring
2100 Inferno

Toilet – Ek Prem Katha at
2000

The Real Tiger 2 at 1813

Starring: Ram Kapoor, Sakshi
Tanwar, Hiten Tejwani

KARRLE TU BHI MOHABBAT
2019 | 18+ | Season 3 | Romance

HOSTAGES
2019 15+ Season 1 Thriller

Synopsis: Sakshi and daughter
Pia relocate with her best
friend to Mumbai, only to
bump into Ram, her ex.

Starring: Tisca Chopra, Ronit
Roy, Parvin Dabas

Raajneeti at 2230

Synopsis: A renowned is
ordered to assassinate the
chief minister, in exchange for
the survival of her family.

1355 Daring Gundaraaj
1630 Maharaja
2000 MLA Ka Power
2230 Raajneeti

1045 Gold
1349 Players
1712 No.1 Businessman
2000 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha
2312 Lake Placid: The Final
Chapter

0943 Kasam Hindustan Ki
1237 Dhadak
1525 Mohan Vadani
1813 The Real Tiger 2
2100 Businessman 2
2354 Kshatriya The Fighter
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I FEEL RANI WILL BE ABLE TO
PORTRAY ME WELL: ANJUM
Shreya Mukherjee

t’s raining biopics in
Bollywood, and specifically,
films based on the life of
sportspersons are being
accepted well. Even former
Indian cricket captain Anjum
Chopra wouldn’t mind a film
on her life and shares that she
has been approached for the
same a couple of times.
Though nothing concrete
has happened so far, the one
thing Anjum is sure about is
that if at all it happens, she
would prefer the film to focus
on the different aspects of her
life and not just cricket.
“Cricket forms a major part
of my life. It’s no doubt my
profession, but apart from that
I have written a book,
commentary is also something
that I do... I have always tried
to do different things. That has
been my personality and I
hope if a film is ever made [on
my life] then it should
highlight everything. I have
never shied away from trying
anything new; that’s more like
me,” she says.
Ask her who she thinks
would be able to do justice to
her character on screen and

I

Anjum is quick to name actor
Rani Mukerji. “She is a
wonderful actor and given her
experience, I think she will do
a wonderful job. Going by my
personality, I think she will be
a very good fit. However, I am
not a director and don’t
understand casting much, so I
can only say what I feel,” adds
Anjum, who knows Rani
personally as the actor had
launched the former
cricketer’s coffee table book
last year in Mumbai.
Did she at all think about
mentioning this to Rani?
Anjum laughs before adding,
“I don’t think I should do
that... I know her very well,
she is a wonderful person and
quite senior in her field… I
admire her a lot.”
She shares that she feels
sports-based films inspire
young minds and their parents
to consider sports as a
vocation.“Whenever a sports
movie is made, it’s always seen
from the storytellers’
perspective. The sportsperson
or the team can’t go and relive
the life or the moments, so the
director needs to decide how
she/he is going to present the
narrative. You can see the

inspirational, others also focus
on the person on whose life it’s
based on. But it goes without
saying that sports films are
motivating,” she explains.
When asked what was the
last film she watched, Anjum

such as metals, bamboos and
wood.
“We have replaced plastic
straws with metal and paper
straws. We are also using

hand-made artisanal crockery
from villages in Uttar Pradesh.
We grow our own vegetables
without using any artificial
products which is good for soil
,” says Manav Windlas of Kiara
Soul Kitchen. Another cafe that
has started using eco-friendly
straws is Zoravar Kalra’s Bo
Tai. “We believe in saving the
world one straw at a time. We
ensure our patrons sip in
through the safest and the best
quality bamboo and copper
straw. Metal spoons also
accompany our drinks. We are
doing our bit to eliminate
plastic pollution,” says Kalra.
The Imperial New Delhi is
also in the process of giving
up plastic completely. “We
have moved to eco-friendly
paper straws and bamboo
disposables and boxes. We have
also pledged to reduce our
water wastage by installing
special aerators in all guest
cloakrooms to reduce water
wastage. We took up the
#GIVEUP pledge last year with
our sustained efforts to reduce
plastic, water and energy
wastage in the hotel by
adopting greener alternatives,”

Many restaurants and
hotels in the city are
replacing plastic straws
with more sustainable and
eco-friendly alternatives
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

I

f you have been striving to
live a plastic-free life, here’s
some news to keep you

inspired. A number of Indian
restaurants and cafes have
collectively decided to quit
using plastics and move
towards sustainable options

ANJUM_CHOPRA

difference in films such as MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story
(2016), Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
(2013), Chak De! India (2007),
Mary Kom (2014), etc., each
approached the narrative
differently. While some are

Eateries
say yes to
green cutlery

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

Former Indian
cricket captain
Anjum Chopra
admires actor
Rani Mukerji
and calls her
‘a wonderful
person’

Sharan Kaur
debuts in
Munda
Faridkotia!

names Badla. “I liked the
overall picturisation of the
film and the subtle message it
gave — about the power of
observation and precision,”
she says. So who is her
favourite actor in Bollywood?

FACTS THAT SCARE
India produces 25,940
tonnes per day (9.4 million
tonnes annually) of plastic
waste, of which
approximately 15,000
tonnes per day is collected.
The remaining waste finds
its way to drains, litters
rivers and oceans. India
consumes 16.5 million
tonnes (MT) of plastic
annually. This is expected
to increase to 20 MT by
2020.

says Vijay Wanchoo, senior
executive vice-president and
general manager at The
Imperial New Delhi. Similarly,
Urban Grill uses biodegradable
boxes and disposables. “We
only use biodegradable packing
boxes as many tend to throw
them in the dustbin. These
boxes can be recycled into
various other useful utility
items,” says chef Scotty from
the restaurant. Metal straws
are also more durable and
better

S

very crucial, I also had to
make transformations like
getting my noise pierced and
even gaining weight.
I believe that the look of the
character
holds a lot
of
signific
ance in

n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

for health, “We are
switching over to steel
straws soon. Stainless steel
is the most durable
material that resists
oxidation and corrosion,”
says Vaibhav Bhargava,
chef The Drunken Botanist.
Alongside, ditching plastic,
restaurants have also made
sure proper waste disposal
is done. “We implement
waste segregation and
proper disposal of different
kinds of waste to protect
the world,” says Manish
Sharma of Molecule.
Essentially, food gets
wasted in three ways —
restaurants order extra
items, items expire, and —
misa (semi processed food)
is also not utilised. “We
have an inventory
management system. With
this, we can keep control of
stock in hand i.e plan better
utilisation of items so they
don’t get wasted.
Optimising stock ordering
and lastly, we keep a track
on stock life.”
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

PHOTO: HTCS

Actor Adil
Hussain in
a still from
the movie

Adil Hussain has
a special role in
Kabir Singh

a movie.”
It has been an
absolute wonderful
experience of doing a
Punjabi movie. Every day
is a new learning in this
magical cinema.
Venturing into the
Punjabi film industry
from television has been a
beautiful learning
experience and transition
and I am really excited for
Munda Faridkotia to hit
the silver screen,” Kaur
said.
The movie has
been written by Deep
Jagdeep Jaedy,
Anjali Khurana and
Ravinder Mand.
It also stars Karamjit
Anmol, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Rose J
Kaur, Rupinder Rupi
and BN Sharma in
pivotal roles.

My wife is my
personal stylist,
says Divyenndu
Sangeeta Yadav
ctor Divyenndu doesn’t
fear taking up challenging
roles and experimenting
with different genres in his
career, but when it comes to
fashion and styling himself for
various occasions, he finds it
to be the “most challenging
thing”. And in all such
moments, his wife Akanksha
Sharma, who has also studied
fashion, comes to his rescue.
“The credit for my styling
goes to my wife Akanksha. She
is a great stylist and is such a
big help because when it
comes to dressing up for any
occasion, I feel challenged. She
comes to my rescue. She
decides what looks nice on me
and what to experiment with.
She keeps it simple and not
jazzy. I’m very happy that she
is there with me in this,” says
the actor who debuted with
Pyaar Ka Punchnama (2011).
The 35-year-old, who is
happily married for the past
seven years, shares that he
had “a beautiful courtship
period” before tying the knot
in 2012 right after PKP — very
unlike his role in the film.

My wife Akanksha is
such a big help
because when it
comes to dressing up
for any occasion, I feel
challenged. She
comes to my rescue.

A

DIVYENNDU ACTOR
“Akanksha and I used to do
theatre together in college in
Delhi and that’s how
everything started,” says
Divyenndu, adding, “We were
in a relationship for a very
long time and [our bond] has
only grown stronger.”
Though both are party
mongers and are often spotted
by paparazzi, the actor, who
was seen in Batti Gul Meter
Chalu (2018) and Mirzapur,
says, “I like to keep my private
life private and I enjoy my
personal space. We do hang
out a lot at parties and social
events but we don’t do this to
show off.”
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Adil Hussain is a
brilliant actor. When
I planned to remake
this film in Hindi I
was very sure that I
wanted him to play
the part.

PHOTO:HTCS

haran Kaur, TV
actress and model, is
all set to launch in the
world of Punjabi cinema
with the upcoming movie
Munda Faridkotia, starring
opposite singer-turnedactor Roshan Prince. The
film is releasing on June 14
and is directed by Mandeep
Singh Chahal while
Dalmora Films and Monty
Sikka has produced it.
A great launching pad
for TV actress Sharan Kaur
in Punjabi film industry,
Sharan would be seen
playing a role of chirpy,
jovial, sincere yet
emotional girl ‘Mariyam’ in
the upcoming movie. The
character required her to
learn Pothwari dialect,
which is an important
part of the movie. Sharan
added, “While learning
Pothwari dialect was

“There is no dearth of talent in
Bollywood, from seniors to
juniors... but still a Salman
Khan or a Shahrukh Khan film
will remain on top of my watch
list,” she adds.

SANDEEP REDDY VANGA
DIRECTOR

dil Hussain is
undoubtedly one of the
most talented actors we
have in our country today.
And he will soon be seen in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s first
Hindi film, Kabir Singh.
Sandeep needed an actor
who could command respect,
looked dignified and had an
aura around him. Though he
always wanted Adil for the
role, producers weren’t sure
whether Adil would do agree

A

to do a cameo. But Sandeep
went ahead and met Adil and
explained to him why he was
so important to the film. And
when the actor heard the
script and his part in the film,
he instantly agreed to do the
same.
That is one of the reasons
why Adil’s scenes were among
the last ones to be shot
because Sandeep didn’t want
to do them with any other
actor. “Adil Hussain is a

brilliant actor. When I
planned to remake this film in
Hindi I was very sure that I
wanted him to play the part.
When I approached him, he
was gracious enough to do it,”
Sandeep says.
Kabir Singh, a T-Series and
Cine1 Studios presentation, is
produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Murad Khetani, Krishan
Kumar and Ashwin Varde.
The film releases on June 21.

HTC
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRENDERSEHWAG

Yuvi and his inspiring tales
Former cricketer Virender Sehwag went down memory lane
and shared this throwback picture with Yuvraj Singh, who
announced his retirement from international cricket, on
Monday. “Players will come and go, but players like
@yuvisofficial are very rare, they don’t come often. Gone
through many difficult times but thrashed disease, thrashed
bowlers & won every time. Inspired so many people with his
fight, determination & will-power. Best wishes always,
winner of hearts #yuvi,” Sehwag wrote.

‘DON’THAVETOPUT
SOMEONEDOWNTO
RISEHIGH’
Actor Radhika Madan refutes any
‘sense of competition’ in the film
industry; says there’s space for
everybody and all can shine

Juhi Chakraborty
hat Bollywood is a highlycompetitive industry is
not something unheard
of, and one has, of course,
heard of several stories on how
cutthroat the world of showbiz
can get. But actor Radhika
Madan, who is two films old,
has a completely different
stance on things like
competition, rapport and
contemporaries.
The actor admits that she
shares a great rapport with her
contemporaries – Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi Kapoor – and
cheeringly says that “all of
them are too sweet.” She adds
that they all “talk to each other
and the vibe is very chill. There
is no sense of competition, and
there is space for everybody.”
Madan also opines that “no
one has to put somebody down”
in order to achieve rise higher
in life and “everybody can
shine”. And she credits the
recent shift in the film
industry, wherein a wide range
of content is available so that
everyone can make a place for
themselves without getting in
each other’s way, for the same.
“Luckily, we are in an era
where there are so many
projects. There is work for
everybody because many good
projects are being made. We
also have to understand that
not everyone can do
everything. You need to know
what works for you and you
need to go ahead with it. If you
know that somebody is doing a
film we should encourage them
instead to being jealous. At the
end of the day, you have to take
forward cinema,” explains the
actor, who made her Bollywood
debut with Pataakha (2018),
and also starred in Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota.

T

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE NEVER
COMPARED
MYSELF WITH
STAR KIDS. I WAS
LAUNCHED WITH
ONE [TIGER
SHROFF]. AT NO
POINT I FELT THE
NEED TO
COMPARE.

BEHIND OUR
OUTWARDLY
GLAMOROUS
LIVES, THERE’S
A LONG LIST OF
MISSED
BIRTHDAYS,
ANNIVERSARIES,
AND NEW YEAR
HOLIDAYS.

KRITISANON,
ACTOR

SAIF ALI KHAN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Warina’s song in Dabanng 3
fter rumours about a
special song in Salman
Khan’s Dabanng 3 that will star
Mouni Roy, it was reported
that actor Warina Hussain has
been roped in for the song.
Pinkvilla quoted a source as
saying, “LoveYatri (2018) actor
Warina Hussain will be seen
getting playful with Khan in
the song. Choreographer
Vaibhavi Merchant is making
sure to blend Salman’s
trademark moves with the
new ones.” Now, SpotboyE.com
has reported that Warina has
already shot for the song at
Warina Hussain
Mehboob Studios.
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

A

FREEZE FRAME

‘It is not easy to
make a comeback’

Radhika is currently
shooting her third film,
Angrezi Medium with Irrfan,
where she plays his on-screen
daughter. But she is no
stranger to the world of acting
and has proved her acting
prowess in the popular show,
Meri Aashiqui Tum Se Hi,
which made her a household
name. But there have been a
few actors who have called out
Bollywood for its prejudice
against TV actors. Asked if
she ever faced any bias
when she started her
journey towards
films, and Madan
shares, “The thing
with me was that I just
did one show, so many
didn’t know me that well.
Maybe it happens to TV
actors who have been in the
industry for a decade or so.
After my show went off the air,
I was auditioning and I knew
that I needed to unlearn what I
had learnt during my TV days.
I can’t be like I know acting.
People will only attack you
when they see a reflection of
your past work in you.”
n

Sangeeta Yadav

hen actor Anjana
Sukhani decided to
take a mini break
from acting in 2017, she
never thought that it would
get stretched to three years.
But, now that she is back
and all geared up for her
comeback with Good News
starring Akshay Kumar,
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
Diljeet Dosanjh, she admits
that it’s “not that easy” to
get back in the groove.
“It becomes difficult to
restart again and I
wondered how am I
supposed to do it? There is
so much of complex
emotion that you go
through, that you just have
to literally seep in it to
understand where you are
headed,” explains Anjana,
who adds that “it was a long

W

All of them [Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi
Kapoor] are too sweet.
We talk to each other
and the vibe is very
chill. We don’t have to
put somebody down to
reach up. Everybody
can shine.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustatimes.com

RADHIKA MADAN ACTOR

WhenTahirRajBhasinmettheLittleMaster
he preparation for Kabir
Khan’s next film, ’83, is in
full swing. And recently,
the cast and crew left for
England to begin its shooting.
The movie stars actor Ranveer
Singh as former Indian cricket
captain Kapil Dev and
chronicles India’s glorious win
at the 1983 Cricket World Cup.
Interestingly, the first shooting
schedule also coincides with
the ongoing cricket World
Cup, which is underway in
England.
The talented star cast also
includes Tahir Raj Bhasin, who
is set to portray former
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.

T
Sophie Turner
and Matthew
Perry PHOTOS:
DANNY MOLOSHOK/
REUTERS;
SHUTTERSTOCK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/RANNVIJAYSINGHA

Indiaaa...India!
Actor-host Rannvijay Singha is having a blast with his
wife Prianka Singha in England, where the Cricket World
Cup 2019 is currently taking place. The two shared this
happy picture from The Oval in London.

TWITTER TWATTER

@karantacker: Stop,
reflect, Who you are, who
you want to be. Everything
comes a full circle, From life
to everything within. All
things that have a
beginning have an end...

n

Actor Anjana
Sukhani will be
soon seen in
Good News
starring Akshay
Kumar

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Juhi Chakraborty

@SonnalliSeygall: Too
early to put makeup on...?

wait” for her “but luckily
Good News happened.”
It has been a tough time
for Anjana personally too,
as her aunt, with whom she
shares a close bond, was
diagnosed with cancer and
after a year-long battle, she
succumbed to her illness.
And post that personal
setback, Anjana slipped
into depression.
The 40-year-old actor
says, “When pain gives you
that push, it suddenly
awakens something inside
you. That’s probably
happened to me.”
With the web space
opening up, Anjana feels
that it is a good time to
experiment. “The digital
medium has opened up
many doors for actors. I
think it will help me become
a better actor,” she ends.

@ShoojitSircar: Money
hungry vs Power hungry...
Both are ruthless, but which
one is more ruthless?
@MaheshNBhatt: Jahan
aaj hai rishton kii thehri huyi
sadak, Wahan par kabhi
behta hua ek dariya tha Neelesh Jain

HAD A CRUSH
ON MATTHEW
PERRY, REVEALS
SOPHIE TURNER
t seems that long before she
tied the knot with Joe Jonas,
Sophie Turner had a soft
corner in her heart for
Matthew Perry and wanted to
go on a date with the star.
On Friday, the 23-year-old
actor appeared on Twitter’s
Behind The Tweets series,
where she confronted several
old tweets, including one that
mentioned Perry’s character
on Friends, reported People. In
the tweet from 2016, Turner
wrote about when she
encountered ‘Chanandler
Bong’, a fan-known reference
of Perry’s character
Chanandler Bing on the longrunning sitcom.
“I would walk around the
corner every day to go to
Budgens... a great little
supermarket,” she explained.
“And I would see Matthew
Perry outside smoking a
cigarette... I bought a lighter
from Budgens so I could walk
up to him and offer to light his
cigarette.” Turner said she
tried to seek the help of social
media hoping Perry would
read her tweet.
ANI

I

Tahir Raj Bhasin is set to portray former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar in
’1983.

While last month, we learnt
that Ranveer spent 10 days
with the World Cup-winning
captain at his residence in the
Capital, now we hear that
Tahir has spent quality time
with the Little Master as part of
a crucial preparation
workshop. And as expected, it
was a dream come true
moment for the actor. “I’m
ecstatic that the meeting
happened at Lord’s where the
Indian cricket team won the
World Cup in 1983,” says Tahir,
adding, “It was incredible to
spend an entire day with him
exchanging notes about how I
want to play the part on screen.
It is a huge thrill as well as a
responsibility for me to play

him and I wanted my
preparation to be absolutely
perfect. After meeting him, I
feel much more confident
about doing justice to my
character.”
Sharing more insights,
Tahir says, “I learnt all about
the swag that Gavaskar
brought to the team in 83, and
his invaluable presence in the
dressing room. I wanted to
understand his thought
process and mindset during the
83 World Cup, and I have got
invaluable information from
him that will serve as notes for
me,” he shares.
And Tahir says he is now
fully equipped and is sure that
he’ll do a good job.

Jind Jaan will surely be loved by the audience: Team

he film is releasing
worldwide on June 14
The film Jind Jaan is
different from other Punjabi
films in terms of its grand
visuals and is full of
entertainment. Made under
the banner of BRS Films, its
producers are Pawan
Aggarwal and Karan
Aggarwal along with coproducer Dheeraj Bhandari.
The film is directed by
Darshan Bagga who has
written the story of the film
also. The screenplay of the
film has been written by none
other than veteran Rajeev
Kaul and the dialogues have
been written by Didar Gill
and Mintu. The renowned
singer Rajveer Jawanda is
making a debut as a lead
actor in Jind Jaan.
Alongside, the famed southactress, television star and
model Sara Sharma is also
entering in our Pollywood
through this film. Along with

T

PHOTO:HTCS

Rajveer Jawanda and Sara
Sharma, we will see famous
comedians like Jaswinder
Bhalla, Upasna Singh and
Harby Sangha also in
important roles. We will also
get to see the dashing Gaurav
Kakkar in a negative role

along with the famous
Bollywood comic villain
Swatantra Bharat.
According to the team, the
film will entertain the
audience as it features ribtickling comedy, high voltage
drama, power-packed action

and scintillating romance.
The team further added that
the trailer and especially the
music has a got a very
positive response from the
audience. The story of the
film is of a boy who goes to
Thailand from Punjab with

his mama on a very
special mission. There the
duo comes across the
heroine’s family who invites
the singer to teach music to
the actress. In comes a
Dangerous Don and the
villain, and whether or not
the duo will fulfill their
mission, is a mystery and will
be revealed in the film. This
film will showcase Upasna
Singh, Jaswinder Bhalla and
Harby Sandha in a triangle
and along with Swatantra
Bharat it will become a
hilarious love square for the
first time. The film will
actually tickle the funny
bone of the audience. Shot in
different locations, the film
has all the freshness to show
to its audience. After a gap of
few years, director Darshan
Bagga has really worked
hard on this film to make it
full of entertainment, which
the audience will definitely
like and appreciate it.
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HOME Tuitions upto 10 (Maths,
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2 (Chemistry, Biology) Qualified Female
Tutor 9815891571.
RESULT oriented home tutors
available all classes subjects Reasonable fee contact Anand Tutorials
7307203050, 9888407884.

■

■ PARVEEN MALHOTRA 8872502111 ■ AMARPREET SINGH NANDA 9888935409

EDUCATION
9TH, 10th, +1, +2, NIOS, BBA,
B.Com, BA, MBA, Accounts Statistics, Reasonable Fees. Contact:9872930074.

ON WEDNESDAY

CHEMISTRY simplified: Chemistry home and group Tuitions for 11th,
12th Board / competitions. Very experienced faculty. Excellent past
year results. 9915207414.
CBSE, NCERT ( Short Duration)
+1, +2 Fifteen years Experience
(Mathematics
98157-25385)
(Chemistry 98550-24657), (Physics
95014- 57805).
PHYSICS by Well experienced (10
years) Faculty. Individual/ Batch
11th, 12th, CBSE, JEE Main,
Advanced
Assured
Results.
6280400030.
PHYSICS/ Chemistry, NCERT, IIT,
AIPMT experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.
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TUITION & TUTORIALS

COMPUTER COURSE

HOME tuitions/ tutors available
(Female/ male) All classes/ subjects
Chandigarh/ Mohali/ Panchkula.
Impact Creators: 8729015647 (Tutors welcome)

"FREE Trials" Home Tuitions for
all classes/ subjects Competitions
Exam
Soham
Tutorials.
9872662386 (Tutor welcome).

MATHEMATICS JEE Main +1, +2
Shivam Mathematics SCO 273 FF
32D. and Sector 15D Chandigarh.
8360375478, 9914407923.

LEARN Computer basics, Internet Typing, Web Designing, SEO,
SMO PHP, Photoshop, HR Training,
Tally. 9888647152.

ACCOUNTS Economics +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction,
(13
years),
Pushpinder.
8427273894.
RESULT Oriented Chemistry
Classes NCERT/ IIT-JEE/NEET/
AIIMS at Sector 21 Chandigarh &
Phase- XI (Sector-65) Mohali
9417185881.
HOME / Tuition available for all
classes/ Subjects, Chandigarh, Mohali,
Panchkula.
Tamanna:
9872164499 (Tutors welcome).
HOME Tuition for Accounts,
Economics
+1,
+2,
B.Com.
Excellent results. Dharam Vir
(M.Com. MBA) 98884-92119.

WANT to score 8777 in IELTS,
Contact:
81464-43803.
Small
batches, special speaking modules
also available.
HOME / group tuitions and tutors
are available for all classes/ subjects. Devikas tutorials since 1995
Call:- 9872438079, tutors welcome.
CHEMISTRY Home Tuitions +1,
+2 Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and Institute doubts Clearance.. Highly experienced Teacher.
9876444333.
ICSE, CBSE upto 10th mathematics, science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc. home tutor. Students
getting 98%, printed notes. 9815929292 (ISC: Chemistry +1, +2)
MBBS! MBBS! MBBS in India's
Top-Private-Colleges Safe and
Good Counselling.Assured Admission. UGC Approved.Helpline.
9914149292,9914148080.

TUITION & TUTORIALS
PHYSICS by Prahlad Goel
(B.Tech. IIT Kanpur), Sector
20D, Chandigarh 9316117225
www.goelphysics.com
CONTACT for home tuition by
experience and qualified teacher by
Gurman
Tutorial
9915210374
(result oriented).

RESULT Oriented Female/ Male
Home Tutor available any Subject/
Class/ board, Graduate, Post
Graduate. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.
PHYSICS helpline XI, XII. Small
batches or individual tuitions free
trials Phase-10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.

HOBBY CLASSES
LEARN classical/ light vocal
music modern/ traditional voice
Techniques for studio/ stage performance 94670-80755

ADMISSIONS
CONTACT
for
Admission
Guidance in MD, MBBS (Neet
Eligible), LLB, BAMS in Private
Medical Colleges of India under NRI/
Management quota seats for
Session 2019. 9779733724.

DANCE , MUSIC
AND DRAMA
EXPERT Visit Home learn Casio,
Guitar, Dholak, Violan, Vocal, Sitar,
Flute, Mouthorgan. 9814620006,
0172-2692597, 91-9877423312.

ENGLISH SPEAKING
IELTS Coaching for Fresher/
Band-Improvement, Minimum-Fee,
Assured-Results, also Free Spoken
and
Personality
Development
Classes,Mohali. 7087867050
IELTS MBA Coaching English
Speaking Grammar, Personality
Development Academics +1, +2,
Special Batches on Saturday.
Sunday 3036/44-D. Chandigarh.
98764-40363,
0172-2663036.
www.ritaenglishacademy.com
IELTS Personal Coaching from
Certified Trainer. 8-10 Students Per
Batch. Demo Class Available. Sector-15. Chandigarh. 99881-28282.
IELTS, Grammar, Vocabulary
from expert, self cleared with 9
Bands. 3143, Sec- 38/D, Chd.
9357061132.

COOKERY CLASS
LEARN Cooking and Baking,
Party Snacks, Salads, Chinese, Tandoori, South Indian, Italian, Continental, Cakes 9417684502.

For more

Education
Classified ads
TURN TO PAGE 2 >>

Attitude Salon
offers certified courses in
Personal Grooming, Personal
Makeup, Hair styling, Hair
Cutting, Make Over Artist,
Beautician Training & Salon
Management Diploma.

SCO 281, FF, Sector-35, Chd.

Call: 9872012808, 0172-2662230
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ASTROLOGY

EDUCATION
IMMIGRATION

ENGLISH SPEAKING
LEARN
Spoken
English,
Grammar & Vocabulary IELTS
(2000/- Month) Dr. Rajeev Sector70, Mohali. 9803100793.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
CIAO!SPEAK *ITALIAN* fluently
Learn from Italy returned Trainer C1
Siena
University
Italy.
Call
7018520148.

BUSINESS
BUSINESS

LOAN / FINANCE

BECOME Your Own Boss Start
Own Business Zero Investment
Work
Parttime/
Full
Time
9592594008.

CASH on swipe of credit card at
nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector- 18D,
Chandigarh- 98765-80001.

CUSTOM Printed T-shirts at low
price. Get superior print quality. Call
9478425255 www.tee4me.in

ADVTG. & MKTG.
BOOK Advertisement: All Newspapers/ Radio/ TV/ Facebook/
Google/ Youtube. Parizwing SCO65, 20-C, Chandigarh. 9888516234.
FOR advertisement in all Newspapers call Atul Arora 98150-43655
Doorstep Service. No extra charges.

SAI CREDIT SOLUTIONS Deal in
all type of used cars and commercials vehicles finance Sco. 37 2nd
floor
NAC
Manimajra
Chd.
9023340808
GOLD Loan, Personal Loan,
Scooter Loan for Govt./ Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector 18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.

PACKERS & MOVERS
EX-SERVICEMAN Packers &
Movers Household Tricity all India
shifting, uploading, transport. Call:
99142-24303, 97798-44825.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

ASTROLOGY

FOR Income Tax, TDS, GST
Return & Compliance, VAT
Assessment,
Part/
Pending
Accounting work. 9877467025

GOLD Medalist RK. Shastri, Love
Marriage- Vashikaran Specialist, All
Life Problems Solution Immediately.
Chandigarh 9878111225.

ASTROLOGY Provides peace of
mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your astrological
problems consult- Rajiv at "The Destiny" 9815599555 by appointment
only please. www.thedestiny.co.

PEST CONTROL
DEEMAK,
Cockroaches,
Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards control
with
Bayer
India,
Smelless
Chemicals at reasonable rate.
99880-93138.
SUNSHINE Pest Control Excellent
Work, reasonable rates, Shop No
189 Sector 70 Mohali. 01724011364, 99146-17766.
J.S Pest Control Pvt. Ltd.
(Member IPCA Since 1986) Bayer
Products 393/37-D, Chandigarh.
0172-4637099, 4636088, 9876051133, 99155-51155.
GLOBAL Pest Control for HumanSafe Treatment of Deemak(Termite),Cockroaches,Mosquitoes by
Authorised-Professionals
at
Reasonable-Price.7087695644,
suggesttogpc@gmail.com

DETECTIVE & SECURITY
SERVICES
TOP Secret Detective Agency
SCO 487, Sector 35 Chandigarh.
9876491992, Contact Relating extra
marital affairs, or any other problem.

INTERIOR DECORATION
UNIQUE Interiors and Renovation
work Specialist: Modular Kitchen,
Cupboard, Wooden, paint, POP,
Plumbing, Electrical, Civil works,
Labour job with Material. 9872572926, 81463-68430
CATALYST Interior, Chandigarh.
Interior Designing on theme basis by
professional team. All Interior works
on Turnkey basis also. 8558065119, 98140-36059.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2019

ALUMINIUM FABRICATION

TOUR & TRAVEL

CAR FOR SALE

SETHI Aluminium fabricator,
Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation. 9815716824.

IATA Certified Travel AgencyDiscounted price- Air Ticketing, Holiday Package, Hotels, Cruises, Visa,
& Passport Services. Best Rates
Guaranteed, Evergreen Travels
Chandigarh- 99586-00585, 9914409433.

SWIFT Dzire VXI (Petrol) White
Colour 2010 Model, 1.20 Lac Kms
Done Good Condition Mohali
Registered Contact : 9166455558

ALUMINIUM
glazing,
doors,
window, partitions, false ceiling, vertical, blind etc. Sharma Decor
9872867613

IMMIGRATION
APPLY Tourist Visa for Australia,
Canada, USA, UK, Europe. Our
Fees Rs.5000/- only. Future Abroad,
Showroom 270, Level 2, Sector 44C,
Chandigarh.
9988112299,
info@futureabroad.com,
Registration
No.:
U74900CH2010PTC032112

INSURANCE
INSURE
Life,
Moneyback,
Children, Pension, ULIPS, shop,
Mediclaim, vehicle, mutual fund.
Tricity Insurance expert. 9915344349.

FOR SALE
OFFICE Table Chairs,Televisions,
Suitcases, wall Clocks, Imported
Vacum Cleaner, Gents Suitings,
Bajaj OTG, Induction Plate, Huge
Laboratory
Chemicals,
Glass
wares, Whatman filter paper.
7355906262.
CLASS ROOM benches, tables,
lecture stands, White boards,
chairs. Sector-35, Chandigarh.
Contact: 9915715703.

PLAN your summer vacation on
discounted rate & get free gift
voucher on every booking Hurry
9803036555,
0172-4646555,
Harshil Travel, 7 Phase, Mohali.

CONVEYANCE &
CAR ON HIRE
REHMAT Travels ChandigarhDelhi 2199/ Delhi-Chandigarh,
1999/ Innova 3799/ Tour package
available 86999-51267, 9463651267.

FIBRE GLASS
SINCE 1983 Manufacturers of
Fibreglass, Polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank Lining, Ploy Process Engineers, 131,
Industrial
Area-I,
Chandigarh.
5075291/ 9814087932.
MANUFACTURERS of Car Shed,
Polycarbonate, Fiber, Domes,
Cannopies, Khaprail, FRP Rooms
Contact 98725-29096.

ARORA Travels Chandigarh 977977-8777 (24) Hours Services
Chandigarh- Delhi @ 2199, DelhiChandigarh @ 1999.
AC Taxi 24 Hours Service. Chandigarh to Delhi 2699/- Delhi- Chandigarh 2499/- Murlidhar Travels.
9888393095.
SHIVAM travels 24 hours service
Etios, Dezire, Sunny, Innova, Innova
Crysta, Tempo Traveller available.
87280-25786.

Multifunction Devices For

MEDICAL
PHYSIOTHERAPY Treatments of
all Pain by Experienced Physiotherapist. Latest Equipment. 3345
Sector
15-D,
Chandigarh.
7696626019/ 0172-2773345.

T & C APPLY

HARJAS ENTERPRISES

HARJAS

SCO 531, Sector 70, MOHALI
M: 98151-11000, 62399-77545
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Ananya
Panday
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
ANANYAPANDAY

Prashant Singh
or modern-day actors,
social media has become a
part and parcel of their
lives. And Ananya Panday is
no different. In fact, the
youngster became a sensation
on social media even before
making her film debut [with
Student of The Year 2], and she
readily admits that the internet
world has emerged as a
powerful dimension now. “I
think it’s a blessing that social
media is such a big thing,” she
says.
To start with, the 20-year-old
feels social media helps
connect with the youth.
“Today, we have a lot of
young people, who have
access to our pictures etc.
They can directly see what
we are up to. Also, I believe
getting the youth on your side
is extremely important,
especially for someone like me
since I am also a millennial
and that age. That’s why, when
I look up to someone, I follow

F

them on Instagram, so, it’s
[following on social media] a
good thing,” she says.
Likewise, Ananya is also
aware that social media has its
pros and cons. “For example,
Instagram can be bad as well
when you get trolled. But I
think you need to take it
positively and at the same time,
not too seriously because it can
get to your head. However, one
should know that at the end of
the day, you are here to act and
that’s what people [actors]
should be here for,” says the
actor, adding that it was “very
flattering” for her to know that

ollywood megastar Amitabh
Bachchan’s Twitter account
was hacked, and his profile
picture replaced with that of
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran

Sneha Mahadevan
fter a smashing 2018
with two hit films under
his belt — Badhaai Ho
and Andhadhun,
Ayushmann Khurrana cannot
wait for his 2019 releases to set
the cash registers ringing. His
first outing this year is Article
15, a film that deals with the
socio-political situation in the
country. Ayushmann plays an
IPS officer in this film that
alludes to true-life incidents.
He says doing a film on an
important issue like this was
“the need of the hour”.
Excerpts from an interview:

A

“people were interested” in her
even before her first film
released. “Personally, I am
trying not to take any
pressures right now and just be
positive,” says Ananya.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

ANANYA CLEARS THE
AIR AROUND HER
ADMISSION AT USC
Recently, Ananya Panday
was embroiled in a
controversy when a friend
of hers from school went
around telling people that
Ananya was lying about
having got admission in
the University of
Southern California (USC).
To prove that she was
actually granted
admission to Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism at USC,
Ananya has now posted a

Article 15 is pretty serious in
nature. What made you do this
kind of a film?
This is a very important film

as it deals with caste system.
No one in Indian cinema has
really spoken about the issue,
the way we do in the film. We
are going on the front foot and
talking about all issues that
are caste centric. Yes it is a
different film, but it is a
socially relevant film.

Did you get a ringside view of how
things worked within the system
in our country, while working on
this film?
I was always interested in
these issues — human
scavenging and
discrimination based on caste.
This only happens in India,
where people use separate
utensils for servants and
house helps. It is ingrained in

us. It is a part of our system
and we need to take that out.
Moving forward, we should
not teach our kids about caste
system.

Films with a serious issue at their
core tend to gravitate towards
becoming a documentary. Was
that a worry for you?
Every film of mine deals with a
subject that can be made into a
documentary — be it body
shaming or anything else. This
film is entertaining, it is a
commercial film and it has
some light moments but
overall, of course the theme is
dark. The reach will only come
with entertainment.
Otherwise, nobody will watch
that film.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

picture on Instagram with all the
valid documents. In the post, she
wrote that the rumours about
her “faking her admission are
getting out of hand and it’s even
more unfair and sad that my
family and friends have to go
through this”, and so she decided
to post this picture.

AY

STOP PRESS
B

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana says working on his next
outing — a film with a relevant issue — was an eye-opener

ANYAPAND

TAGRAM/AN

PHOTO: INS

BACHCHAN’S TWITTER
ACCOUNT HACKED

‘WE SHOULDTALKABOUT
SOCIALISSUES’

It’s a blessing
that social
media is so big:
Ananya

ESHA-BHARAT WELCOME
SECOND CHILD
Khan on Monday night. His
Twitter bio, which usually reads,
“Actor... well at least some still
saying so!”, was suffixed by
“Love Pakistan”. The hacking was
taken note of within minutes,
and a police spokesperson said
they were “investigating the
IANS
matter.”

PHOTO:
VIRAL
BHAYANI

ctor Esha Deol and her
husband Bharat Takhtani
have welcomed their second
child, a daughter and have
named her Miraya Takhtani.
Esha took to Instagram to
share the news, and wrote:
“Thank you very much for the
IANS
love and blessings.”

A

Salman Khan is a fabulous
ous person, says Sonali
Naina Arora
ctor Sonali Kulkarni is
riding high on the
success of her latest
film, Bharat. In the
Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif-starrer, she plays
Salman’s mother. And
she has been talk of th
an
town for more tha
just her acting
e
prowess. In the
film, the 44-yearays
old Sonali, pla
mother to 53year-old
Salman —
and that
had people
pointing out
how female
actors are
treated in this
industry. But
Sonali is not
perturbed by
such talk, for
there is “nothing
unusual about
it”.
“My roles
are my choice.
I have to stand
by my choice
proudly,
which I do,”
she says, “I
am
touched

A

Sonali Kulkarni
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SONALIKUL

Sonali Kulkarni played Salman
Khan’s mother in Bharat
with audience’s and critics’
observation. But I also
played Hrithik [Roshan’s]
adoptive mom in Mission
Kashmir back in 2000
(laughs). People will definitely
comment, and they are right.
But it’s not like every time it
comes out of criticism, it
sometimes, comes out of
concern also. At times, people
say regional cinema has offered
me more variety than Hindi
commercial cinema, which I
agree with. But I wouldn’t like
to say, ‘How I wish Hindi
cinema gave me this or that’. I
am very grateful for the work
that I am getting,” says
Kulkarni, who has worked in
Kannada, Marathi and
Gujarati cinema.

On
n the camaraderie with
alm
man on the sets, she says, it
s “amazing” to work with
m and she was impressed
tth his professionalism. “I
as pretty nervous because
e have stories floating
ound about how he is star
ke, and how he does this or
tt, whether he will
ember lines or come to sets
e
tim
me. But Salman had
arke
ed himself on the sets. He
was ffabulous with his lines. In
fact, h
he came up with
suggestions and
sugge
improvisations. I really liked
his vibe on the sets. Whatever
people have heard [about him]
must’ve been their experience,
but I’ve seen a fabulous person,
[who has a] golden heart, and is
extremely playful. I never saw
him carrying the weight of
being a superstar.”
The Poster Boys (2017) actor
adds: “I really liked the story
when I was offered this film. As
anyone would think, I was a
little unsure about how I will be
able to carry it off. But the
important fact was the actor
chosen for this role had to suit
both the parts. [She] had to look
good as young Salman Khan’s
mom, because those memories
are very strong on screen, and
gracefully be the older Salman
Khan’s mom too.”
n

naina.arora@htdigital.in
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

A distinct improvement in fitness can be
expected. Money loaned to someone on
good faith may not be returned. Finding
time for a side business may pose a
challenge. Someone in the family may
hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
ARIES
remove any misunderstandings that may
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
persist. A vacation may materialise and
prove most enjoyable. Many ups and downs are
foreseen in a legal issue, so don’t get too hopeful.
Love Focus: You will need to make love grow in your relationship,
since nothing happens automatically in romance.
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Adopting an active lifestyle will do a whale
of a good in keeping minor ailments at
bay. You may have to plan your expenses
to remain within the budget. It may be
difficult to keep your mind at work due
to
distractions. Taking up too much on
TAURUS
themselves in improving the home front
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
may tire some homemakers today. Those
thinking of a short vacation may need to apply
for leave right away. Those thinking of buying property will need to
be more deliberate. It is time to put in extra bit on the academic front.

Dave Franco: The actor, who had a breakthrough
in films with 21 Jump Street (2012), followed by
Now You See Me (2013) and Nerves (2016), turns 34
today.

Your popularity, both on the personal and
professional fronts, is on the rise. Avoid
experimenting something new as the
seasonal changes do not approve of it.
There will be no escaping an essential
expenditure.
Good advice from a family
GEMINI
member will work wonders for you. A
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
family vacation may be too rushed up to
turn enjoyable. A chance to study abroad may
come to those who had been trying for it for long.

There is a possibility of starting something
new for coming back in shape. Doing a lot
of legwork on the professional front to
secure a deal may prove too little, too
late. Some of you can expect good
advice
from someone close on an
CANCER
important matter. You may not get a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
chance to proceed on a planned vacation.
You are likely to get a good opportunity to buy
a prime real estate or a premium vehicle of your choice. Getting
burdened with a lot of work on the academic front is possible.

Love Focus: A chance for an outing with lover finally arrives.

Love Focus: Differences in a romantic relationship can be best sorted
with a discussion rather than keeping things in your heart.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Mental calmness through meditation can
be expected. You will need to be at your
convincing best to swing a deal in your
favour on the professional front.
Domestic harmony is assured for those
wanting uninterrupted togetherness
LEO
with the family. Be careful about personal
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
security in a long journey, as chances of loss
cannot be ruled out. Selling property at this
juncture seems profitable. A long assignment on the academic front
may prove boring and repetitive.

Those recovering from minor surgery will
need to keep a check on their progress.
You will be able to maintain the right
kind of environment on the professional
front. Someone in the family may hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
remove any misunderstandings that may
persist. Those selling property may find the
market hot, but may not find many takers.
Much enjoyment is in store for some on the academic front.

You will be able to remain fit. It is best to
consult knowledgeable people before
going in for investments. Someone in
the organisation may contest your
performance and competence. A
marriage or birth is likely to bring
happiness at home. Luck is likely to shine
on those who have applied for a house or a
plot. Hard work and sleepless nights on the
academic front may become necessary for some.

Love Focus: Love life is set to improve on all parameters.

Love Focus: An encounter with someone from the opposite camp
may raise the hopes for a budding romance.

Love Focus: You may need to take positive steps to bring romance
back into your life.

Your new initiative will prove effective in
coming back in shape. Money needs to be
conserved, as a cash crunch appears
imminent. Job seekers are likely to land
well paying jobs. A family elder’s opinion
may appear unjust upfront, but it will
SCORPIO
have great merit. Be careful in a long(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
distance travel by road. Someone may
contest a property acquired by you through
inheritance. Some of you are likely to go all out to make a mark on the
academic front

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Dark Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Condition of those recuperating from
surgery will improve quickly. Financial
front promises to remain ever so strong.
Pending work may compel you to
tighten your belt on the work front.
Your absence from a family function
SAGITTARIUS
threatens to get you sidelined on the
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
social front. Be careful in a long-distance
travel by road. Chances of an immovable asset
coming your way by way of inheritance cannot be ruled out. Higher
studies can beckon some and may get them in a premier institution.

A home remedy may prove effective in
curing a persistent health problem.
Expected payments are likely to get
delayed. A business tour will prove most
fruitful and will bring exciting business
opportunities your way. Your neutral
CAPRICORN
stance on an issue can be resented by
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
someone close. A property applied for may
become an albatross around your neck. On the
academic front, someone’s company will help bring excitement.

Health remains good. Financial gains may
keep your coffers brimming. It may seem
difficult to get rid of someone who is
now proving to be a pest. A family
member is likely to become a great
source of encouragement. Your idea for
AQUARIUS
an outing is likely to be lapped up by
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
family members, so expect an exciting time.
Doing up a newly acquired place is on the cards
for some. Some of you are likely to show a marked improvement on
the academic front.

Health remains satisfactory. You will find
luck on your side in a financial deal. Those
going away from home to join a job at a
new location will find the new social
circle enjoyable. A change you had been
planning in your department may not be
PISCES
approved by seniors, so take them into
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
confidence first. Keep up your attempts to
mend fences with someone close in a property
dispute. Your reputation is set to grow on the academic front.

Love Focus: Someone you are in love with is likely to pamper you.

Love Focus: Chance meeting with someone may turn into a
long-term romantic relationship.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number 22 Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

Kate,Danielto
appearonceleb
genealogyshow

SUDOKU

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Those in love can expect a scintillating time.

Love Focus: Love may beckon some.

Love Focus: Love life remains satisfactory.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front, making
you think about them again and again.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Crimson

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: IAN GAVAN//GETTY IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Actor Shahid Kapoor was approached
to play Siddharth’s role in Aamir
Khan-starrer Rang De Basanti
(2006), but he turned it down.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3114
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

LVAE E
AC GOR
EF HILS
DEIRF V
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Leave, cargo, elfish, fervid
ANSWER: The pleasures of love are always in proportion to our fears. Stendhal

Kate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEDANIELRADCLIFFE

ate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe are set to appear
on the genealogy
documentary series Who Do
You Think You Are? The show,
which follows a celebrity
tracing their family tree in
each episode, is returning for
its 16th season, reported
DigitalSpy.Former X Factor

K

judge Sharon Osbourne, actor
Naomie Harris and TV
presenter Mark Wright,
comedian Katherine Ryan and
Have I Got News For You
captain Paul Merton will also
be a part of the show.
In a first, actor-comic Jack
Whitehall and his father
Michael Whitehall will appear
together to unravel their
family’s past.
“We’re delighted to have
this incredible line-up of stars
and to have captured these
journeys of discovery as they
explore their extraordinary
family trees. What they
uncover is revelatory, moving,
often funny and always
fascinating. Many of our
celebrities’ ancestors were
caught up in momentous
historical events which we are
covering for the first time in
the series,” executive
producer Colette Flight said in
a statement.
The commission editor of
the channel on which it airs,
Abigail Priddle, added she is
looking forward to the
upcoming instalment of the
show. “I’m thrilled that the
BAFTA winning Who Do You
Think You Are? is returning...
with another amazing line up
of celebrities who will be
delving into their ancestry, it
promises to be a real treat for
viewers,” Priddle said.
PTI

DEAD TO ME
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Christina Applegate,
Linda Cardellini
Synopsis: A hot-headed
widow searching for the hitand-run driver who mowed
down her husband befriends
an eccentric optimist.

Starring: Cyrus Sahukar, Mini
Mathur, Denzil Smith

MIND THE MALHOTRAS
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

Synopsis: A peek into the life of
a modern-day couple with two
teenage daughters, a son, and
an annoying mother-in-law.

Starring: Shravan Reddy,
Naveen Kasturia, Vasuki

THINKISTAN
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The pleasures of ___ are always in proportion to our ____.
- Stendhal (4,..,5)

Synopsis: Contrasting journeys
of two copywriters from
different worlds in the world
of advertising, circa 1996.

Scary Movie 3
at 1727

EDITOR’S
PICK

1023 The Way
of The
Dragon
1204 Cats & Dogs
1338 Dunkirk
1531 Mission Impossible
1727 Scary Movie 3
1853 Eagle Eye
2100 Iron Man 2
2317 I Am A Legend

Thor Ragnarok at 1417

Inferno at 2100

0932 Gone In 60 Seconds
1145 Black Panther
1417 Thor Ragnarok
1644 Tom Yum Goong
1905 Dragonball: Evolution
2254 Tom Yum Goong 2

1157 Free Will 2: The Adventure
Home
1511 Passengers
1705 Blended
1905 The Ring
2100 Inferno

Toilet – Ek Prem Katha at
2000

The Real Tiger 2 at 1813

Starring: Ram Kapoor, Sakshi
Tanwar, Hiten Tejwani

KARRLE TU BHI MOHABBAT
2019 | 18+ | Season 3 | Romance

HOSTAGES
2019 15+ Season 1 Thriller

Synopsis: Sakshi and daughter
Pia relocate with her best
friend to Mumbai, only to
bump into Ram, her ex.

Starring: Tisca Chopra, Ronit
Roy, Parvin Dabas

Raajneeti at 2230

Synopsis: A renowned is
ordered to assassinate the
chief minister, in exchange for
the survival of her family.

1355 Daring Gundaraaj
1630 Maharaja
2000 MLA Ka Power
2230 Raajneeti

1045 Gold
1349 Players
1712 No.1 Businessman
2000 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha
2312 Lake Placid: The Final
Chapter

0943 Kasam Hindustan Ki
1237 Dhadak
1525 Mohan Vadani
1813 The Real Tiger 2
2100 Businessman 2
2354 Kshatriya The Fighter
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I FEEL RANI WILL BE ABLE TO
PORTRAY ME WELL: ANJUM
Shreya Mukherjee

t’s raining biopics in
Bollywood, and specifically,
films based on the life of
sportspersons are being
accepted well. Even former
Indian cricket captain Anjum
Chopra wouldn’t mind a film
on her life and shares that she
has been approached for the
same a couple of times.
Though nothing concrete
has happened so far, the one
thing Anjum is sure about is
that if at all it happens, she
would prefer the film to focus
on the different aspects of her
life and not just cricket.
“Cricket forms a major part
of my life. It’s no doubt my
profession, but apart from that
I have written a book,
commentary is also something
that I do... I have always tried
to do different things. That has
been my personality and I
hope if a film is ever made [on
my life] then it should
highlight everything. I have
never shied away from trying
anything new; that’s more like
me,” she says.
Ask her who she thinks
would be able to do justice to
her character on screen and

I

Anjum is quick to name actor
Rani Mukerji. “She is a
wonderful actor and given her
experience, I think she will do
a wonderful job. Going by my
personality, I think she will be
a very good fit. However, I am
not a director and don’t
understand casting much, so I
can only say what I feel,” adds
Anjum, who knows Rani
personally as the actor had
launched the former
cricketer’s coffee table book
last year in Mumbai.
Did she at all think about
mentioning this to Rani?
Anjum laughs before adding,
“I don’t think I should do
that... I know her very well,
she is a wonderful person and
quite senior in her field… I
admire her a lot.”
She shares that she feels
sports-based films inspire
young minds and their parents
to consider sports as a
vocation.“Whenever a sports
movie is made, it’s always seen
from the storytellers’
perspective. The sportsperson
or the team can’t go and relive
the life or the moments, so the
director needs to decide how
she/he is going to present the
narrative. You can see the

inspirational, others also focus
on the person on whose life it’s
based on. But it goes without
saying that sports films are
motivating,” she explains.
When asked what was the
last film she watched, Anjum

such as metals, bamboos and
wood.
“We have replaced plastic
straws with metal and paper
straws. We are also using

hand-made artisanal crockery
from villages in Uttar Pradesh.
We grow our own vegetables
without using any artificial
products which is good for soil
,” says Manav Windlas of Kiara
Soul Kitchen. Another cafe that
has started using eco-friendly
straws is Zoravar Kalra’s Bo
Tai. “We believe in saving the
world one straw at a time. We
ensure our patrons sip in
through the safest and the best
quality bamboo and copper
straw. Metal spoons also
accompany our drinks. We are
doing our bit to eliminate
plastic pollution,” says Kalra.
The Imperial New Delhi is
also in the process of giving
up plastic completely. “We
have moved to eco-friendly
paper straws and bamboo
disposables and boxes. We have
also pledged to reduce our
water wastage by installing
special aerators in all guest
cloakrooms to reduce water
wastage. We took up the
#GIVEUP pledge last year with
our sustained efforts to reduce
plastic, water and energy
wastage in the hotel by
adopting greener alternatives,”

Many restaurants and
hotels in the city are
replacing plastic straws
with more sustainable and
eco-friendly alternatives
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

I

f you have been striving to
live a plastic-free life, here’s
some news to keep you

inspired. A number of Indian
restaurants and cafes have
collectively decided to quit
using plastics and move
towards sustainable options

ANJUM_CHOPRA

difference in films such as MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story
(2016), Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
(2013), Chak De! India (2007),
Mary Kom (2014), etc., each
approached the narrative
differently. While some are

Eateries
say yes to
green cutlery

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

Former Indian
cricket captain
Anjum Chopra
admires actor
Rani Mukerji
and calls her
‘a wonderful
person’

Sharan Kaur
debuts in
Munda
Faridkotia!

names Badla. “I liked the
overall picturisation of the
film and the subtle message it
gave — about the power of
observation and precision,”
she says. So who is her
favourite actor in Bollywood?

FACTS THAT SCARE
India produces 25,940
tonnes per day (9.4 million
tonnes annually) of plastic
waste, of which
approximately 15,000
tonnes per day is collected.
The remaining waste finds
its way to drains, litters
rivers and oceans. India
consumes 16.5 million
tonnes (MT) of plastic
annually. This is expected
to increase to 20 MT by
2020.

says Vijay Wanchoo, senior
executive vice-president and
general manager at The
Imperial New Delhi. Similarly,
Urban Grill uses biodegradable
boxes and disposables. “We
only use biodegradable packing
boxes as many tend to throw
them in the dustbin. These
boxes can be recycled into
various other useful utility
items,” says chef Scotty from
the restaurant. Metal straws
are also more durable and
better

“There is no dearth of talent in
Bollywood, from seniors to
juniors... but still a Salman
Khan or a Shahrukh Khan film
will remain on top of my watch
list,” she adds.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

for health, “We are
switching over to steel
straws soon. Stainless steel
is the most durable
material that resists
oxidation and corrosion,”
says Vaibhav Bhargava,
chef The Drunken Botanist.
Alongside, ditching plastic,
restaurants have also made
sure proper waste disposal
is done. “We implement
waste segregation and
proper disposal of different
kinds of waste to protect
the world,” says Manish
Sharma of Molecule.
Essentially, food gets
wasted in three ways —
restaurants order extra
items, items expire, and —
misa (semi processed food)
is also not utilised. “We
have an inventory
management system. With
this, we can keep control of
stock in hand i.e plan better
utilisation of items so they
don’t get wasted.
Optimising stock ordering
and lastly, we keep a track
on stock life.”
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

PHOTO: HTCS

Actor Adil
Hussain in
a still from
the movie

My wife is my
personal stylist,
says Divyenndu
Sangeeta Yadav
ctor Divyenndu doesn’t
fear taking up challenging
roles and experimenting
with different genres in his
career, but when it comes to
fashion and styling himself for
various occasions, he finds it
to be the “most challenging
thing”. And in all such
moments, his wife Akanksha
Sharma, who has also studied
fashion, comes to his rescue.
“The credit for my styling
goes to my wife Akanksha. She
is a great stylist and is such a
big help because when it
comes to dressing up for any
occasion, I feel challenged. She
comes to my rescue. She
decides what looks nice on me
and what to experiment with.
She keeps it simple and not
jazzy. I’m very happy that she
is there with me in this,” says
the actor who debuted with
Pyaar Ka Punchnama (2011).
The 35-year-old, who is
happily married for the past
seven years, shares that he
had “a beautiful courtship
period” before tying the knot
in 2012 right after PKP — very
unlike his role in the film.

My wife Akanksha is
such a big help
because when it
comes to dressing up
for any occasion, I feel
challenged. She
comes to my rescue.

A

DIVYENNDU ACTOR
“Akanksha and I used to do
theatre together in college in
Delhi and that’s how
everything started,” says
Divyenndu, adding, “We were
in a relationship for a very
long time and [our bond] has
only grown stronger.”
Though both are party
mongers and are often spotted
by paparazzi, the actor, who
was seen in Batti Gul Meter
Chalu (2018) and Mirzapur,
says, “I like to keep my private
life private and I enjoy my
personal space. We do hang
out a lot at parties and social
events but we don’t do this to
show off.”

Adil Hussain has
a special role in Robin Givens denies
Kabir Singh affair with Brad Pitt
obin Givens has denied
ever having an affair with
Brad Pitt. On an episode
of the show Watch What
Happens Live with Andy
Cohen, a fan asked the
American television actor if
her ex-husband, Mike Tyson’s
claims regarding her
romantic relationship with
Pitt, were indeed true.
In his memoir Undisputed
Truth, the former American
professional boxer alleged
that he once drove to Givens’
house and saw her in a car
with Pitt after they had split.
He also claimed he caught
Givens and Pitt “in bed
together” while they were still
married.
While she did admit that
Tyson saw her with Pitt in a
car, she dismissed the “caught
in bed together” claims and
said, “Pulling up in the
driveway, that part is true. I
didn’t read the book, but I
was told he says he caught us
in bed, which never
happened. Never, ever, ever
happened.”
Givens and Tyson got
married back in 1988 and
ended their relationship with
a divorce in 1989.
Meanwhile, in April, more

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

R
Adil Hussain is a
brilliant actor. When
I planned to remake
this film in Hindi I
was very sure that I
wanted him to play
the part.

PHOTO:HTCS

haran Kaur, TV
actress and model, is
all set to launch in the
world of Punjabi cinema
with the upcoming movie
Munda Faridkotia, starring
opposite singer-turnedactor Roshan Prince. The
film is releasing on June 14
and is directed by Mandeep
Singh Chahal while
Dalmora Films and Monty
Sikka has produced it.
A great launching pad
for TV actress Sharan Kaur
in Punjabi film industry,
Sharan would be seen
playing a role of chirpy,
jovial, sincere yet
emotional girl ‘Mariyam’ in
the upcoming movie. The
character required her to
learn Pothwari dialect,
which is an important
part of the movie. Sharan
added, “While learning
Pothwari dialect was

S

very crucial, I also had to
make transformations like
getting my noise pierced and
even gaining weight.
I believe that the look of the
character
holds a lot
of
signific
ance in

a movie.”
It has been an
absolute wonderful
experience of doing a
Punjabi movie. Every day
is a new learning in this
magical cinema.
Venturing into the
Punjabi film industry
from television has been a
beautiful learning
experience and transition
and I am really excited for
Munda Faridkotia to hit
the silver screen,” Kaur
said.
The movie has
been written by Deep
Jagdeep Jaedy,
Anjali Khurana and
Ravinder Mand.
It also stars Karamjit
Anmol, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Rose J
Kaur, Rupinder Rupi
and BN Sharma in
pivotal roles.

SANDEEP REDDY VANGA
DIRECTOR

dil Hussain is
undoubtedly one of the
most talented actors we
have in our country today.
And he will soon be seen in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s first
Hindi film, Kabir Singh.
Sandeep needed an actor
who could command respect,
looked dignified and had an
aura around him. Though he
always wanted Adil for the
role, producers weren’t sure
whether Adil would do agree

A

to do a cameo. But Sandeep
went ahead and met Adil and
explained to him why he was
so important to the film. And
when the actor heard the
script and his part in the film,
he instantly agreed to do the
same.
That is one of the reasons
why Adil’s scenes were among
the last ones to be shot
because Sandeep didn’t want
to do them with any other
actor. “Adil Hussain is a

brilliant actor. When I
planned to remake this film in
Hindi I was very sure that I
wanted him to play the part.
When I approached him, he
was gracious enough to do it,”
Sandeep says.
Kabir Singh, a T-Series and
Cine1 Studios presentation, is
produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Murad Khetani, Krishan
Kumar and Ashwin Varde.
The film releases on June 21.

HTC

Robin Givens and (right)
Brad Pitt
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK; MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

than two years after Brad Pitt
and Angelina Jolie filed for
divorce, the two were
officially and legally labelled
single.

ANI
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRENDERSEHWAG

Yuvi and his inspiring tales
Former cricketer Virender Sehwag went down memory lane
and shared this throwback picture with Yuvraj Singh, who
announced his retirement from international cricket, on
Monday. “Players will come and go, but players like
@yuvisofficial are very rare, they don’t come often. Gone
through many difficult times but thrashed disease, thrashed
bowlers & won every time. Inspired so many people with his
fight, determination & will-power. Best wishes always,
winner of hearts #yuvi,” Sehwag wrote.

‘DON’THAVETOPUT
SOMEONEDOWNTO
RISEHIGH’
Actor Radhika Madan refutes any
‘sense of competition’ in the film
industry; says there’s space for
everybody and all can shine

Juhi Chakraborty
hat Bollywood is a highlycompetitive industry is
not something unheard
of, and one has, of course,
heard of several stories on how
cutthroat the world of showbiz
can get. But actor Radhika
Madan, who is two films old,
has a completely different
stance on things like
competition, rapport and
contemporaries.
The actor admits that she
shares a great rapport with her
contemporaries – Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi Kapoor – and
cheeringly says that “all of
them are too sweet.” She adds
that they all “talk to each other
and the vibe is very chill. There
is no sense of competition, and
there is space for everybody.”
Madan also opines that “no
one has to put somebody down”
in order to achieve rise higher
in life and “everybody can
shine”. And she credits the
recent shift in the film
industry, wherein a wide range
of content is available so that
everyone can make a place for
themselves without getting in
each other’s way, for the same.
“Luckily, we are in an era
where there are so many
projects. There is work for
everybody because many good
projects are being made. We
also have to understand that
not everyone can do
everything. You need to know
what works for you and you
need to go ahead with it. If you
know that somebody is doing a
film we should encourage them
instead to being jealous. At the
end of the day, you have to take
forward cinema,” explains the
actor, who made her Bollywood
debut with Pataakha (2018),
and also starred in Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota.

T

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE NEVER
COMPARED
MYSELF WITH
STAR KIDS. I WAS
LAUNCHED WITH
ONE [TIGER
SHROFF]. AT NO
POINT I FELT THE
NEED TO
COMPARE.

BEHIND OUR
OUTWARDLY
GLAMOROUS
LIVES, THERE’S
A LONG LIST OF
MISSED
BIRTHDAYS,
ANNIVERSARIES,
AND NEW YEAR
HOLIDAYS.

KRITISANON,
ACTOR

SAIF ALI KHAN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Warina’s song in Dabanng 3
fter rumours about a
special song in Salman
Khan’s Dabanng 3 that will star
Mouni Roy, it was reported
that actor Warina Hussain has
been roped in for the song.
Pinkvilla quoted a source as
saying, “LoveYatri (2018) actor
Warina Hussain will be seen
getting playful with Khan in
the song. Choreographer
Vaibhavi Merchant is making
sure to blend Salman’s
trademark moves with the
new ones.” Now, SpotboyE.com
has reported that Warina has
already shot for the song at
Warina Hussain
Mehboob Studios.
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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FREEZE FRAME

‘It is not easy to
make a comeback’

Radhika is currently
shooting her third film,
Angrezi Medium with Irrfan,
where she plays his on-screen
daughter. But she is no
stranger to the world of acting
and has proved her acting
prowess in the popular show,
Meri Aashiqui Tum Se Hi,
which made her a household
name. But there have been a
few actors who have called out
Bollywood for its prejudice
against TV actors. Asked if
she ever faced any bias
when she started her
journey towards
films, and Madan
shares, “The thing
with me was that I just
did one show, so many
didn’t know me that well.
Maybe it happens to TV
actors who have been in the
industry for a decade or so.
After my show went off the air,
I was auditioning and I knew
that I needed to unlearn what I
had learnt during my TV days.
I can’t be like I know acting.
People will only attack you
when they see a reflection of
your past work in you.”
n

Sangeeta Yadav

hen actor Anjana
Sukhani decided to
take a mini break
from acting in 2017, she
never thought that it would
get stretched to three years.
But, now that she is back
and all geared up for her
comeback with Good News
starring Akshay Kumar,
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
Diljeet Dosanjh, she admits
that it’s “not that easy” to
get back in the groove.
“It becomes difficult to
restart again and I
wondered how am I
supposed to do it? There is
so much of complex
emotion that you go
through, that you just have
to literally seep in it to
understand where you are
headed,” explains Anjana,
who adds that “it was a long

W

All of them [Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi
Kapoor] are too sweet.
We talk to each other
and the vibe is very
chill. We don’t have to
put somebody down to
reach up. Everybody
can shine.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustatimes.com

RADHIKA MADAN ACTOR

WhenTahirRajBhasinmettheLittleMaster
he preparation for Kabir
Khan’s next film, ’83, is in
full swing. And recently,
the cast and crew left for
England to begin its shooting.
The movie stars actor Ranveer
Singh as former Indian cricket
captain Kapil Dev and
chronicles India’s glorious win
at the 1983 Cricket World Cup.
Interestingly, the first shooting
schedule also coincides with
the ongoing cricket World
Cup, which is underway in
England.
The talented star cast also
includes Tahir Raj Bhasin, who
is set to portray former
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.

T
Sophie Turner
and Matthew
Perry PHOTOS:
DANNY MOLOSHOK/
REUTERS;
SHUTTERSTOCK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/RANNVIJAYSINGHA

Indiaaa...India!
Actor-host Rannvijay Singha is having a blast with his
wife Prianka Singha in England, where the Cricket World
Cup 2019 is currently taking place. The two shared this
happy picture from The Oval in London.

TWITTER TWATTER

@karantacker: Stop,
reflect, Who you are, who
you want to be. Everything
comes a full circle, From life
to everything within. All
things that have a
beginning have an end...

n

Actor Anjana
Sukhani will be
soon seen in
Good News
starring Akshay
Kumar

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Juhi Chakraborty

@SonnalliSeygall: Too
early to put makeup on...?

wait” for her “but luckily
Good News happened.”
It has been a tough time
for Anjana personally too,
as her aunt, with whom she
shares a close bond, was
diagnosed with cancer and
after a year-long battle, she
succumbed to her illness.
And post that personal
setback, Anjana slipped
into depression.
The 40-year-old actor
says, “When pain gives you
that push, it suddenly
awakens something inside
you. That’s probably
happened to me.”
With the web space
opening up, Anjana feels
that it is a good time to
experiment. “The digital
medium has opened up
many doors for actors. I
think it will help me become
a better actor,” she ends.

@ShoojitSircar: Money
hungry vs Power hungry...
Both are ruthless, but which
one is more ruthless?
@MaheshNBhatt: Jahan
aaj hai rishton kii thehri huyi
sadak, Wahan par kabhi
behta hua ek dariya tha Neelesh Jain

HAD A CRUSH
ON MATTHEW
PERRY, REVEALS
SOPHIE TURNER
t seems that long before she
tied the knot with Joe Jonas,
Sophie Turner had a soft
corner in her heart for
Matthew Perry and wanted to
go on a date with the star.
On Friday, the 23-year-old
actor appeared on Twitter’s
Behind The Tweets series,
where she confronted several
old tweets, including one that
mentioned Perry’s character
on Friends, reported People.
In the tweet from 2016, Turner
wrote about when she
encountered ‘Chanandler
Bong’, a fan-known reference
of Perry’s character
Chanandler Bing on the longrunning sitcom.
“I would walk around the
corner every day to go to
Budgens... a great little
supermarket,” she explained.
“And I would see Matthew
Perry outside smoking a
cigarette... I bought a lighter
from Budgens so I could walk
up to him and offer to light his
cigarette.” Turner said she
tried to seek the help of social
media hoping Perry would
read her tweet.
ANI

I

Tahir Raj Bhasin is set to portray former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar in
’1983.

While last month, we learnt
that Ranveer spent 10 days
with the World Cup-winning
captain at his residence in the
Capital, now we hear that
Tahir has spent quality time
with the Little Master as part of
a crucial preparation
workshop. And as expected, it
was a dream come true
moment for the actor. “I’m
ecstatic that the meeting
happened at Lord’s where the
Indian cricket team won the
World Cup in 1983,” says Tahir,
adding, “It was incredible to
spend an entire day with him
exchanging notes about how I
want to play the part on screen.
It is a huge thrill as well as a
responsibility for me to play

him and I wanted my
preparation to be absolutely
perfect. After meeting him, I
feel much more confident
about doing justice to my
character.”
Sharing more insights,
Tahir says, “I learnt all about
the swag that Gavaskar
brought to the team in 83, and
his invaluable presence in the
dressing room. I wanted to
understand his thought
process and mindset during the
83 World Cup, and I have got
invaluable information from
him that will serve as notes for
me,” he shares.
And Tahir says he is now
fully equipped and is sure that
he’ll do a good job.

Jind Jaan will surely be loved by the audience: Team

he film is releasing
worldwide on June 14
The film Jind Jaan is
different from other Punjabi
films in terms of its grand
visuals and is full of
entertainment. Made under
the banner of BRS Films, its
producers are Pawan
Aggarwal and Karan
Aggarwal along with coproducer Dheeraj Bhandari.
The film is directed by
Darshan Bagga who has
written the story of the film
also. The screenplay of the
film has been written by none
other than veteran Rajeev
Kaul and the dialogues have
been written by Didar Gill
and Mintu. The renowned
singer Rajveer Jawanda is
making a debut as a lead
actor in Jind Jaan.
Alongside, the famed southactress, television star and
model Sara Sharma is also
entering in our Pollywood
through this film. Along with

T

PHOTO:HTCS

Rajveer Jawanda and Sara
Sharma, we will see famous
comedians like Jaswinder
Bhalla, Upasna Singh and
Harby Sangha also in
important roles. We will also
get to see the dashing Gaurav
Kakkar in a negative role

along with the famous
Bollywood comic villain
Swatantra Bharat.
According to the team, the
film will entertain the
audience as it features ribtickling comedy, high voltage
drama, power-packed action

and scintillating romance.
The team further added that
the trailer and especially the
music has a got a very
positive response from the
audience. The story of the
film is of a boy who goes to
Thailand from Punjab with

his mama on a very
special mission. There the
duo comes across the
heroine’s family who invites
the singer to teach music to
the actress. In comes a
Dangerous Don and the
villain, and whether or not
the duo will fulfill their
mission, is a mystery and will
be revealed in the film. This
film will showcase Upasna
Singh, Jaswinder Bhalla and
Harby Sandha in a triangle
and along with Swatantra
Bharat it will become a
hilarious love square for the
first time. The film will
actually tickle the funny
bone of the audience. Shot in
different locations, the film
has all the freshness to show
to its audience. After a gap of
few years, director Darshan
Bagga has really worked
hard on this film to make it
full of entertainment, which
the audience will definitely
like and appreciate it.
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ANANYAPANDAY

Sneha Mahadevan

or modern-day actors,
social media has become a
part and parcel of their
lives. And Ananya Panday is
no different. In fact, the
youngster became a sensation
on social media even before
making her film debut [with
Student of The Year 2], and she
readily admits that the internet
world has emerged as a
powerful dimension now. “I
think it’s a blessing that social
media is such a big thing,” she
says.
To start with, the 20-year-old
feels social media helps
connect with the youth.
“Today, we have a lot of young
people, who have access to our
pictures etc. They can directly
see what we are up to. Also, I
believe getting the youth on
n
your side is extremely
important, especially for
someone like me since I am
also a millennial and that
age. That’s why, when I look
up to someone, I follow them
on Instagram, so, it’s
[following on social media] a
good thing,” she says.
Likewise, Ananya is also
aware that social media has its
pros and cons. “For example,
Instagram can be bad as well

when you get trolled. But I
think you need to take it
positively and at the same time,
not too seriously because it can
get to your head. However, one
should know that at the end of
the day, you are here to act and
that’s what people [actors]
should be here for,” says the
actor, adding that it was “very
flattering” for her to know that
“people were interested” in her
even before her first film
released.
“Personally, I am trying not
to take any pressures right now
and just be positive,” says
Ananya, who is currently busy
with her second film, Pati Patni
Aur Woh. Besides her father,
Chunky Panday, one of the
calming factors has been her
mother, Bhavna Panday. “My

mum has always brought the
third perspective. She has seen
my dad through his ups and
downs and I feel that’s why she
can give me the best advice
because she has seen it all as a
neutral person,” says the actor,
adding that her mother has
been an “extremely grounding
factor and gives me a reality
check all the time. I don’t think
I can live without my mum,”
she concludes.
n

ollywood megastar Amitabh
Bachchan’s Twitter account
was hacked, and his profile
picture replaced with that of
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran

fter a smashing 2018
with two hit films under
his belt — Badhaai Ho
and Andhadhun,
Ayushmann Khurrana cannot
wait for his 2019 releases to set
the cash registers ringing. His
first outing this year is Article
15, a film that deals with the
socio-political situation in the
country. Ayushmann plays an
IPS officer in this film that
alludes to true-life incidents.
He says doing a film on an
important issue like this was
“the need of the hour”.
Excerpts from an interview:

A

prashant.singh@htlive.com

ANANYA CLEARS THE
AIR AROUND HER
ADMISSION AT USC
Recently, Ananya Panday
was embroiled in a
controversy when a friend
of hers from school went
around telling people that
Ananya was lying about
having got admission in
the University of
Southern California (USC).
To prove that she was
actually granted
admission to Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism at USC,
Ananya has now posted a

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Ayushmann
Khurrana

You’ve been part of films that
have mostly tackled social issues
in an entertaining manner. Article
15 is pretty serious in nature.
What made you do this kind of
a film?

This is a very important film
as it deals with caste system.
No one in Indian cinema has
really spoken about the issue,
the way we do in the film. We
are going on the front foot and
talking about all issues that
are caste centric. Yes it is a
different film, but it is a
socially relevant film.
Working on the film was an
eye-opener for me.

Did you get a ringside view of how
things worked within the system
in our country, while working on
this film?
I was always interested in
these issues — human
scavenging and
discrimination based on caste.
It bothered me since
childhood. This only happens
in India, where people use
separate utensils for servants
and house helps. We don’t see

that in the West. It is ingrained
in us. It is a part of our system
and we need to take that out.
Moving forward, we should
not teach our kids about caste
system. I remember writing
different castes that existed in
India in my exams in school.
Why should one do that? How
will that help anyone in life?

Films with a serious issue at their
core tend to gravitate towards
becoming a documentary. Was
that a worry for you?
Every film of mine deals with a
subject that can be made into a
documentary — be it body
shaming or anything else. This
film is entertaining, it is a
commercial film and it has
some light moments but
overall, of course the theme is
dark. What is the point of a
film addressing a social issue if
there is no reach? The reach

will only come with
entertainment. Otherwise,
nobody will watch that film.
If it is only going to the
festivals, there is no point
because you know that the
audience already knows about
these issues. You want the
single-screen audience to see
the film and initiate discussion
about the caste system. They
should be enlightened about
basic human rights. The
multiplex audience already
know about it. There is no
point catering to an audience
that is already sensitised.
This is the reason it needs
to be commercial. I would
want social issues to be
presented in a certain way in
my films.

2018 was a fantastic year for you
with two consecutive hits. Is there
a sense of accomplishment now?

It feels great that the choices
that you made are getting
validated — both by critics and
the trade. Now I have the
courage to do a film like
Article 15 which deals with a
social issue and has a dark
theme but says something
important. It’s like a social
responsibility as an artiste.
After achieving commercial
success, I am doing a film like
Article 15 and I can grab more
eyeballs. People will come to
the theatre because of my good
run at the box-office. We
should talk about caste system
as it is the need of the hour. As
a country, especially in rural
India, we don’t accept inter
caste marriages and now I
have the guts to do a film like
this and to go on a front foot
and talk about an important
issue like this.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

picture on Instagram with all the
valid documents. In the post, she
wrote that the rumours about
her “faking her admission are
getting out of hand and it’s even
more unfair and sad that my
family and friends have to go
through this”, and so she decided
to post this picture.
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BACHCHAN’S TWITTER
ACCOUNT HACKED

twitter.com/htshowbiz

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana says working
on his next outing — a serious film with a
very relevant issue — was an eye-opener
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MALWA
It’s a blessing
that social
media is so big: ‘WE SHOULD
Ananya
TALK ABOUT
SOCIALISSUES’

Ananya
Panday

Prashant Singh

www.hindustantimes.com

ESHA-BHARAT WELCOME
SECOND CHILD
Khan on Monday night. His
Twitter bio, which usually reads,
“Actor... well at least some still
saying so!”, was suffixed by
“Love Pakistan”. The hacking was
taken note of within minutes,
and a police spokesperson said
they were “investigating the
IANS
matter.”

PHOTO:
VIRAL
BHAYANI

ctor Esha Deol and her
husband Bharat Takhtani
have welcomed their second
child, a daughter and have
named her Miraya Takhtani.
Esha took to Instagram to
share the news, and wrote:
“Thank you very much for the
IANS
love and blessings.”

A

Salman Khan is a fabulous
ous person, says Sonali
Naina Arora
ctor Sonali Kulkarni is
riding high on the
success of her latest
film, Bharat. In the
Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif-starrer, she plays
Salman’s mother. And
she has been talk of th
an
town for more tha
just her acting
e
prowess. In the
film, the 44-yearays
old Sonali, pla
mother to 53year-old
Salman —
and that
had people
pointing out
how female
actors are
treated in this
industry. But
Sonali is not
perturbed by
such talk, for
there is “nothing
unusual about
it”.
“My roles
are my choice.
I have to stand
by my choice
proudly,
which I do,”
she says, “I
am
touched

A

Sonali Kulkarni
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SONALIKUL

Sonali Kulkarni played Salman
Khan’s mother in Bharat
with audience’s and critics’
observation. But I also
played Hrithik [Roshan’s]
adoptive mom in Mission
Kashmir back in 2000
(laughs). People will definitely
comment, and they are right.
But it’s not like every time it
comes out of criticism, it
sometimes, comes out of
concern also. At times, people
say regional cinema has offered
me more variety than Hindi
commercial cinema, which I
agree with. But I wouldn’t like
to say, ‘How I wish Hindi
cinema gave me this or that’. I
am very grateful for the work
that I am getting,” says
Kulkarni, who has worked in
Kannada, Marathi and
Gujarati cinema.

On
n the camaraderie with
alm
man on the sets, she says, it
s “amazing” to work with
m and she was impressed
tth his professionalism. “I
as pretty nervous because
e have stories floating
ound about how he is star
ke, and how he does this or
tt, whether he will
ember lines or come to sets
e
tim
me. But Salman had
arke
ed himself on the sets. He
was ffabulous with his lines. In
fact, h
he came up with
suggestions and
sugge
improvisations. I really liked
his vibe on the sets. Whatever
people have heard [about him]
must’ve been their experience,
but I’ve seen a fabulous person,
[who has a] golden heart, and is
extremely playful. I never saw
him carrying the weight of
being a superstar.”
The Poster Boys (2017) actor
adds: “I really liked the story
when I was offered this film. As
anyone would think, I was a
little unsure about how I will be
able to carry it off. But the
important fact was the actor
chosen for this role had to suit
both the parts. [She] had to look
good as young Salman Khan’s
mom, because those memories
are very strong on screen, and
gracefully be the older Salman
Khan’s mom too.”
n

naina.arora@htdigital.in
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 12, 2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

A distinct improvement in fitness can be
expected. Money loaned to someone on
good faith may not be returned. Finding
time for a side business may pose a
challenge. Someone in the family may
hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
ARIES
remove any misunderstandings that may
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
persist. A vacation may materialise and
prove most enjoyable. Many ups and downs are
foreseen in a legal issue, so don’t get too hopeful.
Love Focus: You will need to make love grow in your relationship,
since nothing happens automatically in romance.
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Adopting an active lifestyle will do a whale
of a good in keeping minor ailments at
bay. You may have to plan your expenses
to remain within the budget. It may be
difficult to keep your mind at work due
to
distractions. Taking up too much on
TAURUS
themselves in improving the home front
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
may tire some homemakers today. Those
thinking of a short vacation may need to apply
for leave right away. Those thinking of buying property will need to
be more deliberate. It is time to put in extra bit on the academic front.

Dave Franco: The actor, who had a breakthrough
in films with 21 Jump Street (2012), followed by
Now You See Me (2013) and Nerves (2016), turns 34
today.

Your popularity, both on the personal and
professional fronts, is on the rise. Avoid
experimenting something new as the
seasonal changes do not approve of it.
There will be no escaping an essential
expenditure.
Good advice from a family
GEMINI
member will work wonders for you. A
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
family vacation may be too rushed up to
turn enjoyable. A chance to study abroad may
come to those who had been trying for it for long.

There is a possibility of starting something
new for coming back in shape. Doing a lot
of legwork on the professional front to
secure a deal may prove too little, too
late. Some of you can expect good
advice
from someone close on an
CANCER
important matter. You may not get a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
chance to proceed on a planned vacation.
You are likely to get a good opportunity to buy
a prime real estate or a premium vehicle of your choice. Getting
burdened with a lot of work on the academic front is possible.

Love Focus: A chance for an outing with lover finally arrives.

Love Focus: Differences in a romantic relationship can be best sorted
with a discussion rather than keeping things in your heart.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Mental calmness through meditation can
be expected. You will need to be at your
convincing best to swing a deal in your
favour on the professional front.
Domestic harmony is assured for those
wanting uninterrupted togetherness
LEO
with the family. Be careful about personal
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
security in a long journey, as chances of loss
cannot be ruled out. Selling property at this
juncture seems profitable. A long assignment on the academic front
may prove boring and repetitive.

Those recovering from minor surgery will
need to keep a check on their progress.
You will be able to maintain the right
kind of environment on the professional
front. Someone in the family may hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
remove any misunderstandings that may
persist. Those selling property may find the
market hot, but may not find many takers.
Much enjoyment is in store for some on the academic front.

You will be able to remain fit. It is best to
consult knowledgeable people before
going in for investments. Someone in
the organisation may contest your
performance and competence. A
marriage or birth is likely to bring
happiness at home. Luck is likely to shine
on those who have applied for a house or a
plot. Hard work and sleepless nights on the
academic front may become necessary for some.

Love Focus: Love life is set to improve on all parameters.

Love Focus: An encounter with someone from the opposite camp
may raise the hopes for a budding romance.

Love Focus: You may need to take positive steps to bring romance
back into your life.

Your new initiative will prove effective in
coming back in shape. Money needs to be
conserved, as a cash crunch appears
imminent. Job seekers are likely to land
well paying jobs. A family elder’s opinion
may appear unjust upfront, but it will
SCORPIO
have great merit. Be careful in a long(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
distance travel by road. Someone may
contest a property acquired by you through
inheritance. Some of you are likely to go all out to make a mark on the
academic front

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Dark Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Condition of those recuperating from
surgery will improve quickly. Financial
front promises to remain ever so strong.
Pending work may compel you to
tighten your belt on the work front.
Your absence from a family function
SAGITTARIUS
threatens to get you sidelined on the
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
social front. Be careful in a long-distance
travel by road. Chances of an immovable asset
coming your way by way of inheritance cannot be ruled out. Higher
studies can beckon some and may get them in a premier institution.

A home remedy may prove effective in
curing a persistent health problem.
Expected payments are likely to get
delayed. A business tour will prove most
fruitful and will bring exciting business
opportunities your way. Your neutral
CAPRICORN
stance on an issue can be resented by
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
someone close. A property applied for may
become an albatross around your neck. On the
academic front, someone’s company will help bring excitement.

Health remains good. Financial gains may
keep your coffers brimming. It may seem
difficult to get rid of someone who is
now proving to be a pest. A family
member is likely to become a great
source of encouragement. Your idea for
AQUARIUS
an outing is likely to be lapped up by
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
family members, so expect an exciting time.
Doing up a newly acquired place is on the cards
for some. Some of you are likely to show a marked improvement on
the academic front.

Health remains satisfactory. You will find
luck on your side in a financial deal. Those
going away from home to join a job at a
new location will find the new social
circle enjoyable. A change you had been
planning in your department may not be
PISCES
approved by seniors, so take them into
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
confidence first. Keep up your attempts to
mend fences with someone close in a property
dispute. Your reputation is set to grow on the academic front.

Love Focus: Someone you are in love with is likely to pamper you.

Love Focus: Chance meeting with someone may turn into a
long-term romantic relationship.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number 22 Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

Kate,Danielto
appearonceleb
genealogyshow

SUDOKU

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Those in love can expect a scintillating time.

Love Focus: Love may beckon some.

Love Focus: Love life remains satisfactory.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front, making
you think about them again and again.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Crimson

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: IAN GAVAN//GETTY IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Actor Shahid Kapoor was approached
to play Siddharth’s role in Aamir
Khan-starrer Rang De Basanti
(2006), but he turned it down.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3114
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

LVAE E
AC GOR
EF HILS
DEIRF V
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Leave, cargo, elfish, fervid
ANSWER: The pleasures of love are always in proportion to our fears. Stendhal

Kate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEDANIELRADCLIFFE

ate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe are set to appear
on the genealogy
documentary series Who Do
You Think You Are? The show,
which follows a celebrity
tracing their family tree in
each episode, is returning for
its 16th season, reported
DigitalSpy.Former X Factor

K

judge Sharon Osbourne, actor
Naomie Harris and TV
presenter Mark Wright,
comedian Katherine Ryan and
Have I Got News For You
captain Paul Merton will also
be a part of the show.
In a first, actor-comic Jack
Whitehall and his father
Michael Whitehall will appear
together to unravel their
family’s past.
“We’re delighted to have
this incredible line-up of stars
and to have captured these
journeys of discovery as they
explore their extraordinary
family trees. What they
uncover is revelatory, moving,
often funny and always
fascinating. Many of our
celebrities’ ancestors were
caught up in momentous
historical events which we are
covering for the first time in
the series,” executive
producer Colette Flight said in
a statement.
The commission editor of
the channel on which it airs,
Abigail Priddle, added she is
looking forward to the
upcoming instalment of the
show. “I’m thrilled that the
BAFTA winning Who Do You
Think You Are? is returning...
with another amazing line up
of celebrities who will be
delving into their ancestry, it
promises to be a real treat for
viewers,” Priddle said.
PTI

DEAD TO ME
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Christina Applegate,
Linda Cardellini
Synopsis: A hot-headed
widow searching for the hitand-run driver who mowed
down her husband befriends
an eccentric optimist.

Starring: Cyrus Sahukar, Mini
Mathur, Denzil Smith

MIND THE MALHOTRAS
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

Synopsis: A peek into the life of
a modern-day couple with two
teenage daughters, a son, and
an annoying mother-in-law.

Starring: Shravan Reddy,
Naveen Kasturia, Vasuki

THINKISTAN
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The pleasures of ___ are always in proportion to our ____.
- Stendhal (4,..,5)

Synopsis: Contrasting journeys
of two copywriters from
different worlds in the world
of advertising, circa 1996.

Scary Movie 3
at 1727

EDITOR’S
PICK

1023 The Way
of The
Dragon
1204 Cats & Dogs
1338 Dunkirk
1531 Mission Impossible
1727 Scary Movie 3
1853 Eagle Eye
2100 Iron Man 2
2317 I Am A Legend

Thor Ragnarok at 1417

Inferno at 2100

0932 Gone In 60 Seconds
1145 Black Panther
1417 Thor Ragnarok
1644 Tom Yum Goong
1905 Dragonball: Evolution
2254 Tom Yum Goong 2

1157 Free Will 2: The Adventure
Home
1511 Passengers
1705 Blended
1905 The Ring
2100 Inferno

Toilet – Ek Prem Katha at
2000

The Real Tiger 2 at 1813

Starring: Ram Kapoor, Sakshi
Tanwar, Hiten Tejwani

KARRLE TU BHI MOHABBAT
2019 | 18+ | Season 3 | Romance

HOSTAGES
2019 15+ Season 1 Thriller

Synopsis: Sakshi and daughter
Pia relocate with her best
friend to Mumbai, only to
bump into Ram, her ex.

Starring: Tisca Chopra, Ronit
Roy, Parvin Dabas

Raajneeti at 2230

Synopsis: A renowned is
ordered to assassinate the
chief minister, in exchange for
the survival of her family.

1355 Daring Gundaraaj
1630 Maharaja
2000 MLA Ka Power
2230 Raajneeti

1045 Gold
1349 Players
1712 No.1 Businessman
2000 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha
2312 Lake Placid: The Final
Chapter

0943 Kasam Hindustan Ki
1237 Dhadak
1525 Mohan Vadani
1813 The Real Tiger 2
2100 Businessman 2
2354 Kshatriya The Fighter
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I FEEL RANI WILL BE ABLE TO
PORTRAY ME WELL: ANJUM
Shreya Mukherjee

t’s raining biopics in
Bollywood, and specifically,
films based on the life of
sportspersons are being
accepted well. Even former
Indian cricket captain Anjum
Chopra wouldn’t mind a film
on her life and shares that she
has been approached for the
same a couple of times.
Though nothing concrete
has happened so far, the one
thing Anjum is sure about is
that if at all it happens, she
would prefer the film to focus
on the different aspects of her
life and not just cricket.
“Cricket forms a major part
of my life. It’s no doubt my
profession, but apart from that
I have written a book,
commentary is also something
that I do... I have always tried
to do different things. That has
been my personality and I
hope if a film is ever made [on
my life] then it should
highlight everything. I have
never shied away from trying
anything new; that’s more like
me,” she says.
Ask her who she thinks
would be able to do justice to
her character on screen and

I

Anjum is quick to name actor
Rani Mukerji. “She is a
wonderful actor and given her
experience, I think she will do
a wonderful job. Going by my
personality, I think she will be
a very good fit. However, I am
not a director and don’t
understand casting much, so I
can only say what I feel,” adds
Anjum, who knows Rani
personally as the actor had
launched the former
cricketer’s coffee table book
last year in Mumbai.
Did she at all think about
mentioning this to Rani?
Anjum laughs before adding,
“I don’t think I should do
that... I know her very well,
she is a wonderful person and
quite senior in her field… I
admire her a lot.”
She shares that she feels
sports-based films inspire
young minds and their parents
to consider sports as a
vocation.“Whenever a sports
movie is made, it’s always seen
from the storytellers’
perspective. The sportsperson
or the team can’t go and relive
the life or the moments, so the
director needs to decide how
she/he is going to present the
narrative. You can see the

inspirational, others also focus
on the person on whose life it’s
based on. But it goes without
saying that sports films are
motivating,” she explains.
When asked what was the
last film she watched, Anjum

such as metals, bamboos and
wood.
“We have replaced plastic
straws with metal and paper
straws. We are also using

hand-made artisanal crockery
from villages in Uttar Pradesh.
We grow our own vegetables
without using any artificial
products which is good for soil
,” says Manav Windlas of Kiara
Soul Kitchen. Another cafe that
has started using eco-friendly
straws is Zoravar Kalra’s Bo
Tai. “We believe in saving the
world one straw at a time. We
ensure our patrons sip in
through the safest and the best
quality bamboo and copper
straw. Metal spoons also
accompany our drinks. We are
doing our bit to eliminate
plastic pollution,” says Kalra.
The Imperial New Delhi is
also in the process of giving
up plastic completely. “We
have moved to eco-friendly
paper straws and bamboo
disposables and boxes. We have
also pledged to reduce our
water wastage by installing
special aerators in all guest
cloakrooms to reduce water
wastage. We took up the
#GIVEUP pledge last year with
our sustained efforts to reduce
plastic, water and energy
wastage in the hotel by
adopting greener alternatives,”

Many restaurants and
hotels in the city are
replacing plastic straws
with more sustainable and
eco-friendly alternatives
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

I

f you have been striving to
live a plastic-free life, here’s
some news to keep you

inspired. A number of Indian
restaurants and cafes have
collectively decided to quit
using plastics and move
towards sustainable options

ANJUM_CHOPRA

difference in films such as MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story
(2016), Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
(2013), Chak De! India (2007),
Mary Kom (2014), etc., each
approached the narrative
differently. While some are

Eateries
say yes to
green cutlery

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

Former Indian
cricket captain
Anjum Chopra
admires actor
Rani Mukerji
and calls her
‘a wonderful
person’

Sharan Kaur
debuts in
Munda
Faridkotia!

names Badla. “I liked the
overall picturisation of the
film and the subtle message it
gave — about the power of
observation and precision,”
she says. So who is her
favourite actor in Bollywood?

FACTS THAT SCARE
India produces 25,940
tonnes per day (9.4 million
tonnes annually) of plastic
waste, of which
approximately 15,000
tonnes per day is collected.
The remaining waste finds
its way to drains, litters
rivers and oceans. India
consumes 16.5 million
tonnes (MT) of plastic
annually. This is expected
to increase to 20 MT by
2020.

says Vijay Wanchoo, senior
executive vice-president and
general manager at The
Imperial New Delhi. Similarly,
Urban Grill uses biodegradable
boxes and disposables. “We
only use biodegradable packing
boxes as many tend to throw
them in the dustbin. These
boxes can be recycled into
various other useful utility
items,” says chef Scotty from
the restaurant. Metal straws
are also more durable and
better

“There is no dearth of talent in
Bollywood, from seniors to
juniors... but still a Salman
Khan or a Shahrukh Khan film
will remain on top of my watch
list,” she adds.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

for health, “We are
switching over to steel
straws soon. Stainless steel
is the most durable
material that resists
oxidation and corrosion,”
says Vaibhav Bhargava,
chef The Drunken Botanist.
Alongside, ditching plastic,
restaurants have also made
sure proper waste disposal
is done. “We implement
waste segregation and
proper disposal of different
kinds of waste to protect
the world,” says Manish
Sharma of Molecule.
Essentially, food gets
wasted in three ways —
restaurants order extra
items, items expire, and —
misa (semi processed food)
is also not utilised. “We
have an inventory
management system. With
this, we can keep control of
stock in hand i.e plan better
utilisation of items so they
don’t get wasted.
Optimising stock ordering
and lastly, we keep a track
on stock life.”
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

PHOTO: HTCS

Actor Adil
Hussain in
a still from
the movie

My wife is my
personal stylist,
says Divyenndu
Sangeeta Yadav
ctor Divyenndu doesn’t
fear taking up challenging
roles and experimenting
with different genres in his
career, but when it comes to
fashion and styling himself for
various occasions, he finds it
to be the “most challenging
thing”. And in all such
moments, his wife Akanksha
Sharma, who has also studied
fashion, comes to his rescue.
“The credit for my styling
goes to my wife Akanksha. She
is a great stylist and is such a
big help because when it
comes to dressing up for any
occasion, I feel challenged. She
comes to my rescue. She
decides what looks nice on me
and what to experiment with.
She keeps it simple and not
jazzy. I’m very happy that she
is there with me in this,” says
the actor who debuted with
Pyaar Ka Punchnama (2011).
The 35-year-old, who is
happily married for the past
seven years, shares that he
had “a beautiful courtship
period” before tying the knot
in 2012 right after PKP — very
unlike his role in the film.

My wife Akanksha is
such a big help
because when it
comes to dressing up
for any occasion, I feel
challenged. She
comes to my rescue.

A

DIVYENNDU ACTOR
“Akanksha and I used to do
theatre together in college in
Delhi and that’s how
everything started,” says
Divyenndu, adding, “We were
in a relationship for a very
long time and [our bond] has
only grown stronger.”
Though both are party
mongers and are often spotted
by paparazzi, the actor, who
was seen in Batti Gul Meter
Chalu (2018) and Mirzapur,
says, “I like to keep my private
life private and I enjoy my
personal space. We do hang
out a lot at parties and social
events but we don’t do this to
show off.”

Adil Hussain has
a special role in Robin Givens denies
Kabir Singh affair with Brad Pitt
obin Givens has denied
ever having an affair with
Brad Pitt. On an episode
of the show Watch What
Happens Live with Andy
Cohen, a fan asked the
American television actor if
her ex-husband, Mike Tyson’s
claims regarding her
romantic relationship with
Pitt, were indeed true.
In his memoir Undisputed
Truth, the former American
professional boxer alleged
that he once drove to Givens’
house and saw her in a car
with Pitt after they had split.
He also claimed he caught
Givens and Pitt “in bed
together” while they were still
married.
While she did admit that
Tyson saw her with Pitt in a
car, she dismissed the “caught
in bed together” claims and
said, “Pulling up in the
driveway, that part is true. I
didn’t read the book, but I
was told he says he caught us
in bed, which never
happened. Never, ever, ever
happened.”
Givens and Tyson got
married back in 1988 and
ended their relationship with
a divorce in 1989.
Meanwhile, in April, more

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

R
Adil Hussain is a
brilliant actor. When
I planned to remake
this film in Hindi I
was very sure that I
wanted him to play
the part.

PHOTO:HTCS

haran Kaur, TV
actress and model, is
all set to launch in the
world of Punjabi cinema
with the upcoming movie
Munda Faridkotia, starring
opposite singer-turnedactor Roshan Prince. The
film is releasing on June 14
and is directed by Mandeep
Singh Chahal while
Dalmora Films and Monty
Sikka has produced it.
A great launching pad
for TV actress Sharan Kaur
in Punjabi film industry,
Sharan would be seen
playing a role of chirpy,
jovial, sincere yet
emotional girl ‘Mariyam’ in
the upcoming movie. The
character required her to
learn Pothwari dialect,
which is an important
part of the movie. Sharan
added, “While learning
Pothwari dialect was

S

very crucial, I also had to
make transformations like
getting my noise pierced and
even gaining weight.
I believe that the look of the
character
holds a lot
of
signific
ance in

a movie.”
It has been an
absolute wonderful
experience of doing a
Punjabi movie. Every day
is a new learning in this
magical cinema.
Venturing into the
Punjabi film industry
from television has been a
beautiful learning
experience and transition
and I am really excited for
Munda Faridkotia to hit
the silver screen,” Kaur
said.
The movie has
been written by Deep
Jagdeep Jaedy,
Anjali Khurana and
Ravinder Mand.
It also stars Karamjit
Anmol, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Rose J
Kaur, Rupinder Rupi
and BN Sharma in
pivotal roles.

SANDEEP REDDY VANGA
DIRECTOR

dil Hussain is
undoubtedly one of the
most talented actors we
have in our country today.
And he will soon be seen in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s first
Hindi film, Kabir Singh.
Sandeep needed an actor
who could command respect,
looked dignified and had an
aura around him. Though he
always wanted Adil for the
role, producers weren’t sure
whether Adil would do agree

A

to do a cameo. But Sandeep
went ahead and met Adil and
explained to him why he was
so important to the film. And
when the actor heard the
script and his part in the film,
he instantly agreed to do the
same.
That is one of the reasons
why Adil’s scenes were among
the last ones to be shot
because Sandeep didn’t want
to do them with any other
actor. “Adil Hussain is a

brilliant actor. When I
planned to remake this film in
Hindi I was very sure that I
wanted him to play the part.
When I approached him, he
was gracious enough to do it,”
Sandeep says.
Kabir Singh, a T-Series and
Cine1 Studios presentation, is
produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Murad Khetani, Krishan
Kumar and Ashwin Varde.
The film releases on June 21.

HTC

Robin Givens and (right)
Brad Pitt
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK; MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

than two years after Brad Pitt
and Angelina Jolie filed for
divorce, the two were
officially and legally labelled
single.

ANI
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRENDERSEHWAG

Yuvi and his inspiring tales
Former cricketer Virender Sehwag went down memory lane
and shared this throwback picture with Yuvraj Singh, who
announced his retirement from international cricket, on
Monday. “Players will come and go, but players like
@yuvisofficial are very rare, they don’t come often. Gone
through many difficult times but thrashed disease, thrashed
bowlers & won every time. Inspired so many people with his
fight, determination & will-power. Best wishes always,
winner of hearts #yuvi,” Sehwag wrote.

‘DON’THAVETOPUT
SOMEONEDOWNTO
RISEHIGH’
Actor Radhika Madan refutes any
‘sense of competition’ in the film
industry; says there’s space for
everybody and all can shine

Juhi Chakraborty
hat Bollywood is a highlycompetitive industry is
not something unheard
of, and one has, of course,
heard of several stories on how
cutthroat the world of showbiz
can get. But actor Radhika
Madan, who is two films old,
has a completely different
stance on things like
competition, rapport and
contemporaries.
The actor admits that she
shares a great rapport with her
contemporaries – Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi Kapoor – and
cheeringly says that “all of
them are too sweet.” She adds
that they all “talk to each other
and the vibe is very chill. There
is no sense of competition, and
there is space for everybody.”
Madan also opines that “no
one has to put somebody down”
in order to achieve rise higher
in life and “everybody can
shine”. And she credits the
recent shift in the film
industry, wherein a wide range
of content is available so that
everyone can make a place for
themselves without getting in
each other’s way, for the same.
“Luckily, we are in an era
where there are so many
projects. There is work for
everybody because many good
projects are being made. We
also have to understand that
not everyone can do
everything. You need to know
what works for you and you
need to go ahead with it. If you
know that somebody is doing a
film we should encourage them
instead to being jealous. At the
end of the day, you have to take
forward cinema,” explains the
actor, who made her Bollywood
debut with Pataakha (2018),
and also starred in Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota.

T

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE NEVER
COMPARED
MYSELF WITH
STAR KIDS. I WAS
LAUNCHED WITH
ONE [TIGER
SHROFF]. AT NO
POINT I FELT THE
NEED TO
COMPARE.

BEHIND OUR
OUTWARDLY
GLAMOROUS
LIVES, THERE’S
A LONG LIST OF
MISSED
BIRTHDAYS,
ANNIVERSARIES,
AND NEW YEAR
HOLIDAYS.

KRITISANON,
ACTOR

SAIF ALI KHAN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Warina’s song in Dabanng 3
fter rumours about a
special song in Salman
Khan’s Dabanng 3 that will star
Mouni Roy, it was reported
that actor Warina Hussain has
been roped in for the song.
Pinkvilla quoted a source as
saying, “LoveYatri (2018) actor
Warina Hussain will be seen
getting playful with Khan in
the song. Choreographer
Vaibhavi Merchant is making
sure to blend Salman’s
trademark moves with the
new ones.” Now, SpotboyE.com
has reported that Warina has
already shot for the song at
Warina Hussain
Mehboob Studios.
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

A

‘It is not easy to
make a comeback’

Radhika is currently
shooting her third film,
Angrezi Medium with Irrfan,
where she plays his on-screen
daughter. But she is no
stranger to the world of acting
and has proved her acting
prowess in the popular show,
Meri Aashiqui Tum Se Hi,
which made her a household
name. But there have been a
few actors who have called out
Bollywood for its prejudice
against TV actors. Asked if
she ever faced any bias
when she started her
journey towards
films, and Madan
shares, “The thing
with me was that I just
did one show, so many
didn’t know me that well.
Maybe it happens to TV
actors who have been in the
industry for a decade or so.
After my show went off the air,
I was auditioning and I knew
that I needed to unlearn what I
had learnt during my TV days.
I can’t be like I know acting.
People will only attack you
when they see a reflection of
your past work in you.”
n

Sangeeta Yadav

hen actor Anjana
Sukhani decided to
take a mini break
from acting in 2017, she
never thought that it would
get stretched to three years.
But, now that she is back
and all geared up for her
comeback with Good News
starring Akshay Kumar,
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
Diljeet Dosanjh, she admits
that it’s “not that easy” to
get back in the groove.
“It becomes difficult to
restart again and I
wondered how am I
supposed to do it? There is
so much of complex
emotion that you go
through, that you just have
to literally seep in it to
understand where you are
headed,” explains Anjana,
who adds that “it was a long

W

All of them [Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi
Kapoor] are too sweet.
We talk to each other
and the vibe is very
chill. We don’t have to
put somebody down to
reach up. Everybody
can shine.
RADHIKA MADAN ACTOR

When Tahir met the Little Master
he preparation for Kabir
Khan’s next film, ’83, is in
full swing. And recently,
the cast and crew left for
England to begin its shooting.
The movie stars actor Ranveer
Singh as former Indian cricket
captain Kapil Dev and
chronicles India’s glorious win
at the 1983 Cricket World
Cup. Interestingly, the first
shooting schedule also
coincides with the ongoing
cricket World
Cup, which is underway in
England.
The talented star cast also
includes Tahir Raj Bhasin, who
is set to portray former

T
@ShoojitSircar: Money
hungry vs Power hungry...
Both are ruthless, but which
one is more ruthless?
@MaheshNBhatt: Jahan
aaj hai rishton kii thehri huyi
sadak, Wahan par kabhi
behta hua ek dariya tha Neelesh Jain

Tahir Raj Bhasin is set to portray former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar in
’1983.

Jind Jaan will surely be loved by the audience: Team

he film is releasing
worldwide on June 14
The film Jind Jaan is
different from other Punjabi
films in terms of its grand
visuals and is full of
entertainment. Made under
the banner of BRS Films, its
producers are Pawan
Aggarwal and Karan
Aggarwal along with coproducer Dheeraj Bhandari.
The film is directed by
Darshan Bagga who has
written the story of the film
also. The screenplay of the
film has been written by none
other than veteran Rajeev
Kaul and the dialogues have
been written by Didar Gill
and Mintu. The renowned
singer Rajveer Jawanda is
making a debut as a lead
actor in Jind Jaan.
Alongside, the famed southactress, television star and
model Sara Sharma is also
entering in our Pollywood
through this film. Along with

sangeeta.yadav@hindustatimes.com

Actor Anjana
Sukhani will be
soon seen in
Good News
starring Akshay
Kumar

Juhi Chakraborty

@karantacker: Stop,
reflect, Who you are, who
you want to be. Everything
comes a full circle, From life
to everything within. All
things that have a
beginning have an end...

n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

TWITTER TWATTER

@SonnalliSeygall: Too
early to put makeup on...?

wait” for her “but luckily
Good News happened.”
It has been a tough time
for Anjana personally too,
as her aunt, with whom she
shares a close bond, was
diagnosed with cancer and
after a year-long battle, she
succumbed to her illness.
And post that personal
setback, Anjana slipped
into depression.
The 40-year-old actor
says, “When pain gives you
that push, it suddenly
awakens something inside
you. That’s probably
happened to me.”
With the web space
opening up, Anjana feels
that it is a good time to
experiment. “The digital
medium has opened up
many doors for actors. I
think it will help me become
a better actor,” she ends.

T

PHOTO:HTCS

Rajveer Jawanda and Sara
Sharma, we will see famous
comedians like Jaswinder
Bhalla, Upasna Singh and
Harby Sangha also in
important roles. We will also
get to see the dashing Gaurav
Kakkar in a negative role

along with the famous
Bollywood comic villain
Swatantra Bharat.
According to the team, the
film will entertain the
audience as it features ribtickling comedy, high voltage
drama, power-packed action

and scintillating romance.
The team further added that
the trailer and especially the
music has a got a very
positive response from the
audience. The story of the
film is of a boy who goes to
Thailand from Punjab with

his mama on a very
special mission. There the
duo comes across the
heroine’s family who invites
the singer to teach music to
the actress. In comes a
Dangerous Don and the
villain, and whether or not
the duo will fulfill their
mission, is a mystery and will
be revealed in the film. This
film will showcase Upasna
Singh, Jaswinder Bhalla and
Harby Sandha in a triangle
and along with Swatantra
Bharat it will become a
hilarious love square for the
first time. The film will
actually tickle the funny
bone of the audience. Shot in
different locations, the film
has all the freshness to show
to its audience. After a gap of
few years, director Darshan
Bagga has really worked
hard on this film to make it
full of entertainment, which
the audience will definitely
like and appreciate it.

cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.
While last month, we learnt
that Ranveer spent 10 days
with the World Cup-winning
captain at his residence in the
Capital, now we hear that
Tahir has spent quality time
with the Little Master as part of
a crucial preparation
workshop. And as expected, it
was a dream come true
moment for the actor. “I’m
ecstatic that the meeting
happened at Lord’s where the
Indian cricket team won the
World Cup in 1983,” says Tahir,
adding, “It was incredible to
spend an entire day with him
exchanging notes about how I
want to play the part on screen.
It is a huge thrill as well as a

responsibility for me to play
him and I wanted my
preparation to be absolutely
perfect. After meeting him, I
feel much more confident
about doing justice to my
character.”
Tahir says he is now fully
equipped and is sure that he’ll
do a good job.

The best place to find the
right starting
EVERY

THURSDAY

WITH

HAD A CRUSH
ON MATTHEW
PERRY, REVEALS
SOPHIE TURNER
t seems that long before she
tied the knot with Joe Jonas,
Sophie Turner had a soft
corner in her heart for
Matthew Perry and wanted to
go on a date with the star.
On Friday, the 23-year-old
actor appeared on Twitter’s
Behind The Tweets series,
where she confronted several
old tweets, including one that
mentioned Perry’s character
on Friends, reported People. In
the tweet from 2016, Turner
wrote about when she
encountered ‘Chanandler
Bong’, a fan-known reference
of Perry’s character
Chanandler Bing on the longrunning sitcom. “I would walk
around the corner every day to
go to Budgens... a great little
supermarket,” she explained.
“And I would see Matthew
Perry outside smoking a
cigarette,” Turner said.
ANI

I
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Ananya
Panday
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
ANANYAPANDAY

Prashant Singh
or modern-day actors,
social media has become a
part and parcel of their
lives. And Ananya Panday is
no different. In fact, the
youngster became a sensation
on social media even before
making her film debut [with
Student of The Year 2], and she
readily admits that the internet
world has emerged as a
powerful dimension now. “I
think it’s a blessing that social
media is such a big thing,” she
says.
To start with, the 20-year-old
feels social media helps
connect with the youth.
“Today, we have a lot of
young people, who have
access to our pictures etc.
They can directly see what
we are up to. Also, I believe
getting the youth on your side
is extremely important,
especially for someone like me
since I am also a millennial
and that age. That’s why, when
I look up to someone, I follow

F

them on Instagram, so, it’s
[following on social media] a
good thing,” she says.
Likewise, Ananya is also
aware that social media has its
pros and cons. “For example,
Instagram can be bad as well
when you get trolled. But I
think you need to take it
positively and at the same time,
not too seriously because it can
get to your head. However, one
should know that at the end of
the day, you are here to act and
that’s what people [actors]
should be here for,” says the
actor, adding that it was “very
flattering” for her to know that

ollywood megastar Amitabh
Bachchan’s Twitter account
was hacked, and his profile
picture replaced with that of
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran

B

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana says working on his next
outing — a film with a relevant issue — was an eye-opener

Sneha Mahadevan
fter a smashing 2018
with two hit films under
his belt — Badhaai Ho
and Andhadhun,
Ayushmann Khurrana cannot
wait for his 2019 releases to set
the cash registers ringing. His
first outing this year is Article
15, a film that deals with the
socio-political situation in the
country. Ayushmann plays an
IPS officer in this film that
alludes to true-life incidents.
He says doing a film on an
important issue like this was
“the need of the hour”.
Excerpts from an interview:

A

“people were interested” in her
even before her first film
released. “Personally, I am
trying not to take any
pressures right now and just be
positive,” says Ananya.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

ANANYA CLEARS THE
AIR AROUND HER
ADMISSION AT USC
Recently, Ananya Panday
was embroiled in a
controversy when a friend
of hers from school went
around telling people that
Ananya was lying about
having got admission in
the University of
Southern California (USC).
To prove that she was
actually granted
admission to Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism at USC,
Ananya has now posted a

STOP PRESS
BACHCHAN’S TWITTER
ACCOUNT HACKED

‘WE SHOULDTALKABOUT
SOCIALISSUES’

It’s a blessing
that social
media is so big:
Ananya

Article 15 is pretty serious in
nature. What made you do this
kind of a film?
This is a very important film

as it deals with caste system.
No one in Indian cinema has
really spoken about the issue,
the way we do in the film. We
are going on the front foot and
talking about all issues that
are caste centric. Yes it is a
different film, but it is a
socially relevant film.

Did you get a ringside view of how
things worked within the system
in our country, while working on
this film?
I was always interested in
these issues — human
scavenging and
discrimination based on caste.
This only happens in India,
where people use separate
utensils for servants and
house helps. It is ingrained in

us. It is a part of our system
and we need to take that out.
Moving forward, we should
not teach our kids about caste
system.

Films with a serious issue at their
core tend to gravitate towards
becoming a documentary. Was
that a worry for you?
Every film of mine deals with a
subject that can be made into a
documentary — be it body
shaming or anything else. This
film is entertaining, it is a
commercial film and it has
some light moments but
overall, of course the theme is
dark. The reach will only come
with entertainment.
Otherwise, nobody will watch
that film.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

picture on Instagram with all the
valid documents. In the post, she
wrote that the rumours about
her “faking her admission are
getting out of hand and it’s even
more unfair and sad that my
family and friends have to go
through this”, and so she decided
to post this picture.

ESHA-BHARAT WELCOME
SECOND CHILD
Khan on Monday night. His
Twitter bio, which usually reads,
“Actor... well at least some still
saying so!”, was suffixed by
“Love Pakistan”. The hacking was
taken note of within minutes,
and a police spokesperson said
they were “investigating the
IANS
matter.”

PHOTO:
VIRAL
BHAYANI

ctor Esha Deol and her
husband Bharat Takhtani
have welcomed their second
child, a daughter and have
named her Miraya Takhtani.
Esha took to Instagram to
share the news, and wrote:
“Thank you very much for the
IANS
love and blessings.”

A

Salman Khan is a fabulous
ous person, says Sonali
Naina Arora
ctor Sonali Kulkarni is
riding high on the
success of her latest
film, Bharat. In the
Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif-starrer, she plays
Salman’s mother. And
she has been talk of th
an
town for more tha
just her acting
e
prowess. In the
film, the 44-yearays
old Sonali, pla
mother to 53year-old
Salman —
and that
had people
pointing out
how female
actors are
treated in this
industry. But
Sonali is not
perturbed by
such talk, for
there is “nothing
unusual about
it”.
“My roles
are my choice.
I have to stand
by my choice
proudly,
which I do,”
she says, “I
am
touched

A

Sonali Kulkarni
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SONALIKUL

Sonali Kulkarni played Salman
Khan’s mother in Bharat
with audience’s and critics’
observation. But I also
played Hrithik [Roshan’s]
adoptive mom in Mission
Kashmir back in 2000
(laughs). People will definitely
comment, and they are right.
But it’s not like every time it
comes out of criticism, it
sometimes, comes out of
concern also. At times, people
say regional cinema has offered
me more variety than Hindi
commercial cinema, which I
agree with. But I wouldn’t like
to say, ‘How I wish Hindi
cinema gave me this or that’. I
am very grateful for the work
that I am getting,” says
Kulkarni, who has worked in
Kannada, Marathi and
Gujarati cinema.

On
n the camaraderie with
alm
man on the sets, she says, it
s “amazing” to work with
m and she was impressed
tth his professionalism. “I
as pretty nervous because
e have stories floating
ound about how he is star
ke, and how he does this or
tt, whether he will
ember lines or come to sets
e
tim
me. But Salman had
arke
ed himself on the sets. He
was ffabulous with his lines. In
fact, h
he came up with
suggestions and
sugge
improvisations. I really liked
his vibe on the sets. Whatever
people have heard [about him]
must’ve been their experience,
but I’ve seen a fabulous person,
[who has a] golden heart, and is
extremely playful. I never saw
him carrying the weight of
being a superstar.”
The Poster Boys (2017) actor
adds: “I really liked the story
when I was offered this film. As
anyone would think, I was a
little unsure about how I will be
able to carry it off. But the
important fact was the actor
chosen for this role had to suit
both the parts. [She] had to look
good as young Salman Khan’s
mom, because those memories
are very strong on screen, and
gracefully be the older Salman
Khan’s mom too.”
n

naina.arora@htdigital.in

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152,
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

A distinct improvement in fitness can be
expected. Money loaned to someone on
good faith may not be returned. Finding
time for a side business may pose a
challenge. Someone in the family may
hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
ARIES
remove any misunderstandings that may
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
persist. A vacation may materialise and
prove most enjoyable. Many ups and downs are
foreseen in a legal issue, so don’t get too hopeful.
Love Focus: You will need to make love grow in your relationship,
since nothing happens automatically in romance.

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH/PUN JA B
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Adopting an active lifestyle will do a whale
of a good in keeping minor ailments at
bay. You may have to plan your expenses
to remain within the budget. It may be
difficult to keep your mind at work due
to
distractions. Taking up too much on
TAURUS
themselves in improving the home front
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
may tire some homemakers today. Those
thinking of a short vacation may need to apply
for leave right away. Those thinking of buying property will need to
be more deliberate. It is time to put in extra bit on the academic front.

Dave Franco: The actor, who had a breakthrough
in films with 21 Jump Street (2012), followed by
Now You See Me (2013) and Nerves (2016), turns 34
today.

Your popularity, both on the personal and
professional fronts, is on the rise. Avoid
experimenting something new as the
seasonal changes do not approve of it.
There will be no escaping an essential
expenditure.
Good advice from a family
GEMINI
member will work wonders for you. A
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
family vacation may be too rushed up to
turn enjoyable. A chance to study abroad may
come to those who had been trying for it for long.

There is a possibility of starting something
new for coming back in shape. Doing a lot
of legwork on the professional front to
secure a deal may prove too little, too
late. Some of you can expect good
advice
from someone close on an
CANCER
important matter. You may not get a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
chance to proceed on a planned vacation.
You are likely to get a good opportunity to buy
a prime real estate or a premium vehicle of your choice. Getting
burdened with a lot of work on the academic front is possible.

Love Focus: A chance for an outing with lover finally arrives.

Love Focus: Differences in a romantic relationship can be best sorted
with a discussion rather than keeping things in your heart.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Mental calmness through meditation can
be expected. You will need to be at your
convincing best to swing a deal in your
favour on the professional front.
Domestic harmony is assured for those
wanting uninterrupted togetherness
LEO
with the family. Be careful about personal
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
security in a long journey, as chances of loss
cannot be ruled out. Selling property at this
juncture seems profitable. A long assignment on the academic front
may prove boring and repetitive.

Those recovering from minor surgery will
need to keep a check on their progress.
You will be able to maintain the right
kind of environment on the professional
front. Someone in the family may hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
remove any misunderstandings that may
persist. Those selling property may find the
market hot, but may not find many takers.
Much enjoyment is in store for some on the academic front.

You will be able to remain fit. It is best to
consult knowledgeable people before
going in for investments. Someone in
the organisation may contest your
performance and competence. A
marriage or birth is likely to bring
happiness at home. Luck is likely to shine
on those who have applied for a house or a
plot. Hard work and sleepless nights on the
academic front may become necessary for some.

Love Focus: Love life is set to improve on all parameters.

Love Focus: An encounter with someone from the opposite camp
may raise the hopes for a budding romance.

Love Focus: You may need to take positive steps to bring romance
back into your life.

Your new initiative will prove effective in
coming back in shape. Money needs to be
conserved, as a cash crunch appears
imminent. Job seekers are likely to land
well paying jobs. A family elder’s opinion
may appear unjust upfront, but it will
SCORPIO
have great merit. Be careful in a long(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
distance travel by road. Someone may
contest a property acquired by you through
inheritance. Some of you are likely to go all out to make a mark on the
academic front

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Dark Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Condition of those recuperating from
surgery will improve quickly. Financial
front promises to remain ever so strong.
Pending work may compel you to
tighten your belt on the work front.
Your absence from a family function
SAGITTARIUS
threatens to get you sidelined on the
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
social front. Be careful in a long-distance
travel by road. Chances of an immovable asset
coming your way by way of inheritance cannot be ruled out. Higher
studies can beckon some and may get them in a premier institution.

A home remedy may prove effective in
curing a persistent health problem.
Expected payments are likely to get
delayed. A business tour will prove most
fruitful and will bring exciting business
opportunities your way. Your neutral
CAPRICORN
stance on an issue can be resented by
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
someone close. A property applied for may
become an albatross around your neck. On the
academic front, someone’s company will help bring excitement.

Health remains good. Financial gains may
keep your coffers brimming. It may seem
difficult to get rid of someone who is
now proving to be a pest. A family
member is likely to become a great
source of encouragement. Your idea for
AQUARIUS
an outing is likely to be lapped up by
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
family members, so expect an exciting time.
Doing up a newly acquired place is on the cards
for some. Some of you are likely to show a marked improvement on
the academic front.

Health remains satisfactory. You will find
luck on your side in a financial deal. Those
going away from home to join a job at a
new location will find the new social
circle enjoyable. A change you had been
planning in your department may not be
PISCES
approved by seniors, so take them into
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
confidence first. Keep up your attempts to
mend fences with someone close in a property
dispute. Your reputation is set to grow on the academic front.

Love Focus: Someone you are in love with is likely to pamper you.

Love Focus: Chance meeting with someone may turn into a
long-term romantic relationship.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number 22 Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

Kate,Danielto
appearonceleb
genealogyshow

SUDOKU

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Those in love can expect a scintillating time.

Love Focus: Love may beckon some.

Love Focus: Love life remains satisfactory.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front, making
you think about them again and again.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Crimson

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: IAN GAVAN//GETTY IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Actor Shahid Kapoor was approached
to play Siddharth’s role in Aamir
Khan-starrer Rang De Basanti
(2006), but he turned it down.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3114
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

LVAE E
AC GOR
EF HILS
DEIRF V
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Leave, cargo, elfish, fervid
ANSWER: The pleasures of love are always in proportion to our fears. Stendhal

Kate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEDANIELRADCLIFFE

ate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe are set to appear
on the genealogy
documentary series Who Do
You Think You Are? The show,
which follows a celebrity
tracing their family tree in
each episode, is returning for
its 16th season, reported
DigitalSpy.Former X Factor

K

judge Sharon Osbourne, actor
Naomie Harris and TV
presenter Mark Wright,
comedian Katherine Ryan and
Have I Got News For You
captain Paul Merton will also
be a part of the show.
In a first, actor-comic Jack
Whitehall and his father
Michael Whitehall will appear
together to unravel their
family’s past.
“We’re delighted to have
this incredible line-up of stars
and to have captured these
journeys of discovery as they
explore their extraordinary
family trees. What they
uncover is revelatory, moving,
often funny and always
fascinating. Many of our
celebrities’ ancestors were
caught up in momentous
historical events which we are
covering for the first time in
the series,” executive
producer Colette Flight said in
a statement.
The commission editor of
the channel on which it airs,
Abigail Priddle, added she is
looking forward to the
upcoming instalment of the
show. “I’m thrilled that the
BAFTA winning Who Do You
Think You Are? is returning...
with another amazing line up
of celebrities who will be
delving into their ancestry, it
promises to be a real treat for
viewers,” Priddle said.
PTI

DEAD TO ME
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Christina Applegate,
Linda Cardellini
Synopsis: A hot-headed
widow searching for the hitand-run driver who mowed
down her husband befriends
an eccentric optimist.

Starring: Cyrus Sahukar, Mini
Mathur, Denzil Smith

MIND THE MALHOTRAS
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

Synopsis: A peek into the life of
a modern-day couple with two
teenage daughters, a son, and
an annoying mother-in-law.

Starring: Shravan Reddy,
Naveen Kasturia, Vasuki

THINKISTAN
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Drama

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The pleasures of ___ are always in proportion to our ____.
- Stendhal (4,..,5)

Synopsis: Contrasting journeys
of two copywriters from
different worlds in the world
of advertising, circa 1996.

Scary Movie 3
at 1727

EDITOR’S
PICK

1023 The Way
of The
Dragon
1204 Cats & Dogs
1338 Dunkirk
1531 Mission Impossible
1727 Scary Movie 3
1853 Eagle Eye
2100 Iron Man 2
2317 I Am A Legend

Thor Ragnarok at 1417

Inferno at 2100

0932 Gone In 60 Seconds
1145 Black Panther
1417 Thor Ragnarok
1644 Tom Yum Goong
1905 Dragonball: Evolution
2254 Tom Yum Goong 2

1157 Free Will 2: The Adventure
Home
1511 Passengers
1705 Blended
1905 The Ring
2100 Inferno

Toilet – Ek Prem Katha at
2000

The Real Tiger 2 at 1813

Starring: Ram Kapoor, Sakshi
Tanwar, Hiten Tejwani

KARRLE TU BHI MOHABBAT
2019 | 18+ | Season 3 | Romance

HOSTAGES
2019 15+ Season 1 Thriller

Synopsis: Sakshi and daughter
Pia relocate with her best
friend to Mumbai, only to
bump into Ram, her ex.

Starring: Tisca Chopra, Ronit
Roy, Parvin Dabas

Raajneeti at 2230

Synopsis: A renowned is
ordered to assassinate the
chief minister, in exchange for
the survival of her family.

1355 Daring Gundaraaj
1630 Maharaja
2000 MLA Ka Power
2230 Raajneeti

1045 Gold
1349 Players
1712 No.1 Businessman
2000 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha
2312 Lake Placid: The Final
Chapter

0943 Kasam Hindustan Ki
1237 Dhadak
1525 Mohan Vadani
1813 The Real Tiger 2
2100 Businessman 2
2354 Kshatriya The Fighter
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I FEEL RANI WILL BE ABLE TO
PORTRAY ME WELL: ANJUM
Shreya Mukherjee

t’s raining biopics in
Bollywood, and specifically,
films based on the life of
sportspersons are being
accepted well. Even former
Indian cricket captain Anjum
Chopra wouldn’t mind a film
on her life and shares that she
has been approached for the
same a couple of times.
Though nothing concrete
has happened so far, the one
thing Anjum is sure about is
that if at all it happens, she
would prefer the film to focus
on the different aspects of her
life and not just cricket.
“Cricket forms a major part
of my life. It’s no doubt my
profession, but apart from that
I have written a book,
commentary is also something
that I do... I have always tried
to do different things. That has
been my personality and I
hope if a film is ever made [on
my life] then it should
highlight everything. I have
never shied away from trying
anything new; that’s more like
me,” she says.
Ask her who she thinks
would be able to do justice to
her character on screen and

I

Anjum is quick to name actor
Rani Mukerji. “She is a
wonderful actor and given her
experience, I think she will do
a wonderful job. Going by my
personality, I think she will be
a very good fit. However, I am
not a director and don’t
understand casting much, so I
can only say what I feel,” adds
Anjum, who knows Rani
personally as the actor had
launched the former
cricketer’s coffee table book
last year in Mumbai.
Did she at all think about
mentioning this to Rani?
Anjum laughs before adding,
“I don’t think I should do
that... I know her very well,
she is a wonderful person and
quite senior in her field… I
admire her a lot.”
She shares that she feels
sports-based films inspire
young minds and their parents
to consider sports as a
vocation.“Whenever a sports
movie is made, it’s always seen
from the storytellers’
perspective. The sportsperson
or the team can’t go and relive
the life or the moments, so the
director needs to decide how
she/he is going to present the
narrative. You can see the

inspirational, others also focus
on the person on whose life it’s
based on. But it goes without
saying that sports films are
motivating,” she explains.
When asked what was the
last film she watched, Anjum

such as metals, bamboos and
wood.
“We have replaced plastic
straws with metal and paper
straws. We are also using

hand-made artisanal crockery
from villages in Uttar Pradesh.
We grow our own vegetables
without using any artificial
products which is good for soil
,” says Manav Windlas of Kiara
Soul Kitchen. Another cafe that
has started using eco-friendly
straws is Zoravar Kalra’s Bo
Tai. “We believe in saving the
world one straw at a time. We
ensure our patrons sip in
through the safest and the best
quality bamboo and copper
straw. Metal spoons also
accompany our drinks. We are
doing our bit to eliminate
plastic pollution,” says Kalra.
The Imperial New Delhi is
also in the process of giving
up plastic completely. “We
have moved to eco-friendly
paper straws and bamboo
disposables and boxes. We have
also pledged to reduce our
water wastage by installing
special aerators in all guest
cloakrooms to reduce water
wastage. We took up the
#GIVEUP pledge last year with
our sustained efforts to reduce
plastic, water and energy
wastage in the hotel by
adopting greener alternatives,”

Many restaurants and
hotels in the city are
replacing plastic straws
with more sustainable and
eco-friendly alternatives
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

I

f you have been striving to
live a plastic-free life, here’s
some news to keep you

inspired. A number of Indian
restaurants and cafes have
collectively decided to quit
using plastics and move
towards sustainable options

ANJUM_CHOPRA

difference in films such as MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story
(2016), Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
(2013), Chak De! India (2007),
Mary Kom (2014), etc., each
approached the narrative
differently. While some are

Eateries
say yes to
green cutlery

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

Former Indian
cricket captain
Anjum Chopra
admires actor
Rani Mukerji
and calls her
‘a wonderful
person’

Sharan Kaur
debuts in
Munda
Faridkotia!

names Badla. “I liked the
overall picturisation of the
film and the subtle message it
gave — about the power of
observation and precision,”
she says. So who is her
favourite actor in Bollywood?

FACTS THAT SCARE
India produces 25,940
tonnes per day (9.4 million
tonnes annually) of plastic
waste, of which
approximately 15,000
tonnes per day is collected.
The remaining waste finds
its way to drains, litters
rivers and oceans. India
consumes 16.5 million
tonnes (MT) of plastic
annually. This is expected
to increase to 20 MT by
2020.

says Vijay Wanchoo, senior
executive vice-president and
general manager at The
Imperial New Delhi. Similarly,
Urban Grill uses biodegradable
boxes and disposables. “We
only use biodegradable packing
boxes as many tend to throw
them in the dustbin. These
boxes can be recycled into
various other useful utility
items,” says chef Scotty from
the restaurant. Metal straws
are also more durable and
better

“There is no dearth of talent in
Bollywood, from seniors to
juniors... but still a Salman
Khan or a Shahrukh Khan film
will remain on top of my watch
list,” she adds.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

for health, “We are
switching over to steel
straws soon. Stainless steel
is the most durable
material that resists
oxidation and corrosion,”
says Vaibhav Bhargava,
chef The Drunken Botanist.
Alongside, ditching plastic,
restaurants have also made
sure proper waste disposal
is done. “We implement
waste segregation and
proper disposal of different
kinds of waste to protect
the world,” says Manish
Sharma of Molecule.
Essentially, food gets
wasted in three ways —
restaurants order extra
items, items expire, and —
misa (semi processed food)
is also not utilised. “We
have an inventory
management system. With
this, we can keep control of
stock in hand i.e plan better
utilisation of items so they
don’t get wasted.
Optimising stock ordering
and lastly, we keep a track
on stock life.”
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

PHOTO: HTCS

Actor Adil
Hussain in
a still from
the movie

My wife is my
personal stylist,
says Divyenndu
Sangeeta Yadav
ctor Divyenndu doesn’t
fear taking up challenging
roles and experimenting
with different genres in his
career, but when it comes to
fashion and styling himself for
various occasions, he finds it
to be the “most challenging
thing”. And in all such
moments, his wife Akanksha
Sharma, who has also studied
fashion, comes to his rescue.
“The credit for my styling
goes to my wife Akanksha. She
is a great stylist and is such a
big help because when it
comes to dressing up for any
occasion, I feel challenged. She
comes to my rescue. She
decides what looks nice on me
and what to experiment with.
She keeps it simple and not
jazzy. I’m very happy that she
is there with me in this,” says
the actor who debuted with
Pyaar Ka Punchnama (2011).
The 35-year-old, who is
happily married for the past
seven years, shares that he
had “a beautiful courtship
period” before tying the knot
in 2012 right after PKP — very
unlike his role in the film.

My wife Akanksha is
such a big help
because when it
comes to dressing up
for any occasion, I feel
challenged. She
comes to my rescue.

A

DIVYENNDU ACTOR
“Akanksha and I used to do
theatre together in college in
Delhi and that’s how
everything started,” says
Divyenndu, adding, “We were
in a relationship for a very
long time and [our bond] has
only grown stronger.”
Though both are party
mongers and are often spotted
by paparazzi, the actor, who
was seen in Batti Gul Meter
Chalu (2018) and Mirzapur,
says, “I like to keep my private
life private and I enjoy my
personal space. We do hang
out a lot at parties and social
events but we don’t do this to
show off.”

Adil Hussain has
a special role in Robin Givens denies
Kabir Singh affair with Brad Pitt
obin Givens has denied
ever having an affair with
Brad Pitt. On an episode
of the show Watch What
Happens Live with Andy
Cohen, a fan asked the
American television actor if
her ex-husband, Mike Tyson’s
claims regarding her
romantic relationship with
Pitt, were indeed true.
In his memoir Undisputed
Truth, the former American
professional boxer alleged
that he once drove to Givens’
house and saw her in a car
with Pitt after they had split.
He also claimed he caught
Givens and Pitt “in bed
together” while they were still
married.
While she did admit that
Tyson saw her with Pitt in a
car, she dismissed the “caught
in bed together” claims and
said, “Pulling up in the
driveway, that part is true. I
didn’t read the book, but I
was told he says he caught us
in bed, which never
happened. Never, ever, ever
happened.”
Givens and Tyson got
married back in 1988 and
ended their relationship with
a divorce in 1989.
Meanwhile, in April, more

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

R
Adil Hussain is a
brilliant actor. When
I planned to remake
this film in Hindi I
was very sure that I
wanted him to play
the part.

PHOTO:HTCS

haran Kaur, TV
actress and model, is
all set to launch in the
world of Punjabi cinema
with the upcoming movie
Munda Faridkotia, starring
opposite singer-turnedactor Roshan Prince. The
film is releasing on June 14
and is directed by Mandeep
Singh Chahal while
Dalmora Films and Monty
Sikka has produced it.
A great launching pad
for TV actress Sharan Kaur
in Punjabi film industry,
Sharan would be seen
playing a role of chirpy,
jovial, sincere yet
emotional girl ‘Mariyam’ in
the upcoming movie. The
character required her to
learn Pothwari dialect,
which is an important
part of the movie. Sharan
added, “While learning
Pothwari dialect was

S

very crucial, I also had to
make transformations like
getting my noise pierced and
even gaining weight.
I believe that the look of the
character
holds a lot
of
signific
ance in

a movie.”
It has been an
absolute wonderful
experience of doing a
Punjabi movie. Every day
is a new learning in this
magical cinema.
Venturing into the
Punjabi film industry
from television has been a
beautiful learning
experience and transition
and I am really excited for
Munda Faridkotia to hit
the silver screen,” Kaur
said.
The movie has
been written by Deep
Jagdeep Jaedy,
Anjali Khurana and
Ravinder Mand.
It also stars Karamjit
Anmol, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Rose J
Kaur, Rupinder Rupi
and BN Sharma in
pivotal roles.

SANDEEP REDDY VANGA
DIRECTOR

dil Hussain is
undoubtedly one of the
most talented actors we
have in our country today.
And he will soon be seen in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s first
Hindi film, Kabir Singh.
Sandeep needed an actor
who could command respect,
looked dignified and had an
aura around him. Though he
always wanted Adil for the
role, producers weren’t sure
whether Adil would do agree

A

to do a cameo. But Sandeep
went ahead and met Adil and
explained to him why he was
so important to the film. And
when the actor heard the
script and his part in the film,
he instantly agreed to do the
same.
That is one of the reasons
why Adil’s scenes were among
the last ones to be shot
because Sandeep didn’t want
to do them with any other
actor. “Adil Hussain is a

brilliant actor. When I
planned to remake this film in
Hindi I was very sure that I
wanted him to play the part.
When I approached him, he
was gracious enough to do it,”
Sandeep says.
Kabir Singh, a T-Series and
Cine1 Studios presentation, is
produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Murad Khetani, Krishan
Kumar and Ashwin Varde.
The film releases on June 21.

HTC

Robin Givens and (right)
Brad Pitt
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK; MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

than two years after Brad Pitt
and Angelina Jolie filed for
divorce, the two were
officially and legally labelled
single.

ANI
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRENDERSEHWAG

Yuvi and his inspiring tales
Former cricketer Virender Sehwag went down memory lane
and shared this throwback picture with Yuvraj Singh, who
announced his retirement from international cricket, on
Monday. “Players will come and go, but players like
@yuvisofficial are very rare, they don’t come often. Gone
through many difficult times but thrashed disease, thrashed
bowlers & won every time. Inspired so many people with his
fight, determination & will-power. Best wishes always,
winner of hearts #yuvi,” Sehwag wrote.

‘DON’THAVETOPUT
SOMEONEDOWNTO
RISEHIGH’
Actor Radhika Madan refutes any
‘sense of competition’ in the film
industry; says there’s space for
everybody and all can shine

Juhi Chakraborty
hat Bollywood is a highlycompetitive industry is
not something unheard
of, and one has, of course,
heard of several stories on how
cutthroat the world of showbiz
can get. But actor Radhika
Madan, who is two films old,
has a completely different
stance on things like
competition, rapport and
contemporaries.
The actor admits that she
shares a great rapport with her
contemporaries – Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi Kapoor – and
cheeringly says that “all of
them are too sweet.” She adds
that they all “talk to each other
and the vibe is very chill. There
is no sense of competition, and
there is space for everybody.”
Madan also opines that “no
one has to put somebody down”
in order to achieve rise higher
in life and “everybody can
shine”. And she credits the
recent shift in the film
industry, wherein a wide range
of content is available so that
everyone can make a place for
themselves without getting in
each other’s way, for the same.
“Luckily, we are in an era
where there are so many
projects. There is work for
everybody because many good
projects are being made. We
also have to understand that
not everyone can do
everything. You need to know
what works for you and you
need to go ahead with it. If you
know that somebody is doing a
film we should encourage them
instead to being jealous. At the
end of the day, you have to take
forward cinema,” explains the
actor, who made her Bollywood
debut with Pataakha (2018),
and also starred in Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota.

T

QUOTE HANGER
I’VE NEVER
COMPARED
MYSELF WITH
STAR KIDS. I WAS
LAUNCHED WITH
ONE [TIGER
SHROFF]. AT NO
POINT I FELT THE
NEED TO
COMPARE.

BEHIND OUR
OUTWARDLY
GLAMOROUS
LIVES, THERE’S
A LONG LIST OF
MISSED
BIRTHDAYS,
ANNIVERSARIES,
AND NEW YEAR
HOLIDAYS.

KRITISANON,
ACTOR

SAIF ALI KHAN,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Warina’s song in Dabanng 3
fter rumours about a
special song in Salman
Khan’s Dabanng 3 that will star
Mouni Roy, it was reported
that actor Warina Hussain has
been roped in for the song.
Pinkvilla quoted a source as
saying, “LoveYatri (2018) actor
Warina Hussain will be seen
getting playful with Khan in
the song. Choreographer
Vaibhavi Merchant is making
sure to blend Salman’s
trademark moves with the
new ones.” Now, SpotboyE.com
has reported that Warina has
already shot for the song at
Warina Hussain
Mehboob Studios.
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

A

FREEZE FRAME

‘It is not easy to
make a comeback’

Radhika is currently
shooting her third film,
Angrezi Medium with Irrfan,
where she plays his on-screen
daughter. But she is no
stranger to the world of acting
and has proved her acting
prowess in the popular show,
Meri Aashiqui Tum Se Hi,
which made her a household
name. But there have been a
few actors who have called out
Bollywood for its prejudice
against TV actors. Asked if
she ever faced any bias
when she started her
journey towards
films, and Madan
shares, “The thing
with me was that I just
did one show, so many
didn’t know me that well.
Maybe it happens to TV
actors who have been in the
industry for a decade or so.
After my show went off the air,
I was auditioning and I knew
that I needed to unlearn what I
had learnt during my TV days.
I can’t be like I know acting.
People will only attack you
when they see a reflection of
your past work in you.”
n

Sangeeta Yadav

hen actor Anjana
Sukhani decided to
take a mini break
from acting in 2017, she
never thought that it would
get stretched to three years.
But, now that she is back
and all geared up for her
comeback with Good News
starring Akshay Kumar,
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
Diljeet Dosanjh, she admits
that it’s “not that easy” to
get back in the groove.
“It becomes difficult to
restart again and I
wondered how am I
supposed to do it? There is
so much of complex
emotion that you go
through, that you just have
to literally seep in it to
understand where you are
headed,” explains Anjana,
who adds that “it was a long

W

All of them [Sara Ali
Khan and Janhvi
Kapoor] are too sweet.
We talk to each other
and the vibe is very
chill. We don’t have to
put somebody down to
reach up. Everybody
can shine.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustatimes.com

RADHIKA MADAN ACTOR

WhenTahirRajBhasinmettheLittleMaster
he preparation for Kabir
Khan’s next film, ’83, is in
full swing. And recently,
the cast and crew left for
England to begin its shooting.
The movie stars actor Ranveer
Singh as former Indian cricket
captain Kapil Dev and
chronicles India’s glorious win
at the 1983 Cricket World Cup.
Interestingly, the first shooting
schedule also coincides with
the ongoing cricket World
Cup, which is underway in
England.
The talented star cast also
includes Tahir Raj Bhasin, who
is set to portray former
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.

T
Sophie Turner
and Matthew
Perry PHOTOS:
DANNY MOLOSHOK/
REUTERS;
SHUTTERSTOCK

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/RANNVIJAYSINGHA

Indiaaa...India!
Actor-host Rannvijay Singha is having a blast with his
wife Prianka Singha in England, where the Cricket World
Cup 2019 is currently taking place. The two shared this
happy picture from The Oval in London.

TWITTER TWATTER

@karantacker: Stop,
reflect, Who you are, who
you want to be. Everything
comes a full circle, From life
to everything within. All
things that have a
beginning have an end...

n

Actor Anjana
Sukhani will be
soon seen in
Good News
starring Akshay
Kumar

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Juhi Chakraborty

@SonnalliSeygall: Too
early to put makeup on...?

wait” for her “but luckily
Good News happened.”
It has been a tough time
for Anjana personally too,
as her aunt, with whom she
shares a close bond, was
diagnosed with cancer and
after a year-long battle, she
succumbed to her illness.
And post that personal
setback, Anjana slipped
into depression.
The 40-year-old actor
says, “When pain gives you
that push, it suddenly
awakens something inside
you. That’s probably
happened to me.”
With the web space
opening up, Anjana feels
that it is a good time to
experiment. “The digital
medium has opened up
many doors for actors. I
think it will help me become
a better actor,” she ends.

@ShoojitSircar: Money
hungry vs Power hungry...
Both are ruthless, but which
one is more ruthless?
@MaheshNBhatt: Jahan
aaj hai rishton kii thehri huyi
sadak, Wahan par kabhi
behta hua ek dariya tha Neelesh Jain

HAD A CRUSH
ON MATTHEW
PERRY, REVEALS
SOPHIE TURNER
t seems that long before she
tied the knot with Joe Jonas,
Sophie Turner had a soft
corner in her heart for
Matthew Perry and wanted to
go on a date with the star.
On Friday, the 23-year-old
actor appeared on Twitter’s
Behind The Tweets series,
where she confronted several
old tweets, including one that
mentioned Perry’s character
on Friends, reported People. In
the tweet from 2016, Turner
wrote about when she
encountered ‘Chanandler
Bong’, a fan-known reference
of Perry’s character
Chanandler Bing on the longrunning sitcom.
“I would walk around the
corner every day to go to
Budgens... a great little
supermarket,” she explained.
“And I would see Matthew
Perry outside smoking a
cigarette... I bought a lighter
from Budgens so I could walk
up to him and offer to light his
cigarette.” Turner said she
tried to seek the help of social
media hoping Perry would
read her tweet.
ANI

I

Tahir Raj Bhasin is set to portray former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar in
’1983.

While last month, we learnt
that Ranveer spent 10 days
with the World Cup-winning
captain at his residence in the
Capital, now we hear that
Tahir has spent quality time
with the Little Master as part of
a crucial preparation
workshop. And as expected, it
was a dream come true
moment for the actor. “I’m
ecstatic that the meeting
happened at Lord’s where the
Indian cricket team won the
World Cup in 1983,” says Tahir,
adding, “It was incredible to
spend an entire day with him
exchanging notes about how I
want to play the part on screen.
It is a huge thrill as well as a
responsibility for me to play

him and I wanted my
preparation to be absolutely
perfect. After meeting him, I
feel much more confident
about doing justice to my
character.”
Sharing more insights,
Tahir says, “I learnt all about
the swag that Gavaskar
brought to the team in 83, and
his invaluable presence in the
dressing room. I wanted to
understand his thought
process and mindset during the
83 World Cup, and I have got
invaluable information from
him that will serve as notes for
me,” he shares.
And Tahir says he is now
fully equipped and is sure that
he’ll do a good job.

Jind Jaan will surely be loved by the audience: Team

he film is releasing
worldwide on June 14
The film Jind Jaan is
different from other Punjabi
films in terms of its grand
visuals and is full of
entertainment. Made under
the banner of BRS Films, its
producers are Pawan
Aggarwal and Karan
Aggarwal along with coproducer Dheeraj Bhandari.
The film is directed by
Darshan Bagga who has
written the story of the film
also. The screenplay of the
film has been written by none
other than veteran Rajeev
Kaul and the dialogues have
been written by Didar Gill
and Mintu. The renowned
singer Rajveer Jawanda is
making a debut as a lead
actor in Jind Jaan.
Alongside, the famed southactress, television star and
model Sara Sharma is also
entering in our Pollywood
through this film. Along with

T

PHOTO:HTCS

Rajveer Jawanda and Sara
Sharma, we will see famous
comedians like Jaswinder
Bhalla, Upasna Singh and
Harby Sangha also in
important roles. We will also
get to see the dashing Gaurav
Kakkar in a negative role

along with the famous
Bollywood comic villain
Swatantra Bharat.
According to the team, the
film will entertain the
audience as it features ribtickling comedy, high voltage
drama, power-packed action

and scintillating romance.
The team further added that
the trailer and especially the
music has a got a very
positive response from the
audience. The story of the
film is of a boy who goes to
Thailand from Punjab with

his mama on a very
special mission. There the
duo comes across the
heroine’s family who invites
the singer to teach music to
the actress. In comes a
Dangerous Don and the
villain, and whether or not
the duo will fulfill their
mission, is a mystery and will
be revealed in the film. This
film will showcase Upasna
Singh, Jaswinder Bhalla and
Harby Sandha in a triangle
and along with Swatantra
Bharat it will become a
hilarious love square for the
first time. The film will
actually tickle the funny
bone of the audience. Shot in
different locations, the film
has all the freshness to show
to its audience. After a gap of
few years, director Darshan
Bagga has really worked
hard on this film to make it
full of entertainment, which
the audience will definitely
like and appreciate it.
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KATE, DANIEL
TO APPEAR ON
CELEB SHOW

IT IS A BLESSING THAT SOCIAL MEDIA IS SO
BIG, SAYS ANANYA PANDEY
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shortstories
PEDESTRIAN
KILLED IN
HIT-AND-RUN
CHANDIGARH: A 45-year-old
pedestrian was killed after a truck
hit him near the Transport Chowk
in Sector 26 on Monday. Police said
the victim, Sudama Yadav, resident
of Sector 23, worked as a private
tutor. He was crossing the road
when the truck hit him and sped
away. Yadav was rushed to the
PGIMER, where he succumbed to
his injuries, police said. A case
under Sections 304A (death due to
negligence), 279 (rash driving) and
337 (act endangering life or
personal safety of others) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) was
registered against the unidentified
truck driver. Investigating officials
said they had the truck’s registration number, and efforts were on
HTC
to trace the driver.

Neighbour held for
raping 3-year-old girl
MOHALI : A 25-year-old man was
arrested for allegedly raping his
three-year-old neighbour in
Raipur Kalan, Sohana, on Tuesday.
The victim’s mother told the
police that her husband and she
were away at work at a construction site in Sohana since 8am,
while their four children were
home. At work, she was informed
by a neighbour that Sonu, also a
labourer, who lived next door,
had raped her daughter. When
she rushed home, she found her
three-year-old daughter bleeding and crying in pain, she said.
The accused, who had earlier fled
from the spot, was arrested later.
Acting on the mother’s complaint, the police registered a
case under Section 376 (rape), and
Protection of Children from
HTC
Sexual Offences Act.

Year after approval,
modern abattoir
project in a limbo
NO TENDERS Officials say project delayed due to LS polls
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : The new modern abattoir project is in a limbo even
when the initial formalities for
the project have been completed.
At least, 150 small and big abattoirs are presently operating in
the city.
The civic body has failed to
make permanent arrangement
even after the project was passed
by the government a year ago.
The animals are slaughtered
under unhygienic conditions
and their flesh is displayed outside the shops, leading to foul
smell in the areas.
These shops operate their
business in the main markets near Anardana Chowk, Tripari, railway station, backside of
the bus stand, Sheranwala Gate
among other areas, where these
shops are becoming problematic
to public.
Manjit Singh, a resident of
Rajpura colony, said the problem has been highlighted several
times but Patiala municipal corporation has failed to take any
action against these shops.

THE ABATTOIR PROJECT
INCLUDES MEDICAL
EXAMINATION OF
ANIMALS AND BIRDS
BEFORE BEING
SLAUGHTERED AND
SOLD FOR PUBLIC
CONSUMPTION
“Animals are butchered
under unhygienic conditions.
The waste is thrown into drains
which choke the sewage pipelines. Foul smell emanates making it impossible to breathe in the
area.”
Patiala mayor Sanjeev
Sharma Bittu said the project
has been passed and the tenders
will be floated soon.
“The project got delayed due
to model code of conduct for Lok
Sabha elections. The officials
will be asked to speed up the
process,” the mayor said.
He said the teams of municipal corporation continue to visit
these shops to ensure that
hygienic standards are being
maintained.

PROJECT PROPOSED
EARLIER
During SAD-BJP tenure, the
modern abattoir project was proposed with an estimated cost of
₹11 crore. The project was to be
executed with centre-state fund
sharing including 60% of total
cost was to be shared by the centre government but the project
failed to take off.
However, after coming to
power
in
2017,
the Patiala municipal corporation led by Congress redesigned
the project and prepared a fresh
detailed project report and sent
the same to state government.
Moreover, at least one acre land
at Ghalori Gate was earmarked
for the project.
The new modern abattoir will
be equipped with the new techniques for slaughtering. Besides
it, it would have special provision for animal excreta and other
waste.
The abattoir project envisages
required medical examination of
animals and birds by the veterinary doctors before being
slaughtered and sold for public
consumption.

Panjab University to hold entrance exam
for MPhil and PhD programme on July 6
HT Correspondent
n

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ASPIRANTS

patiala@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Panjab University
(PU) will hold the entrance exam
for its MPhil and PhD programme on July 6. The last date
to register for the online application is June 21. The result of the
entrance exam will be valid for 5
years. Admit cards will be available online from July 1 and the
exam will be held in the city
itself.
Admission to the programme
will be based on the availability
of seats. Interested candidates
can visit the website https://
phdadmissions.puchd.ac.in
The exam’s syllabus will be as
prescribed for the postgraduate
degree or equivalent classes of
PU in the relevant subject. There
will be no negative marking for
wrong answers.
The result to be declared from
August 12 to 14, will be available
on the website https://
results.puchd.ac.in. No separate
result will be issued.

EXAM PATTERN
The three-hour exam will consist
of two papers – Paper 1 (objec-

‘Asian countries
pose economic
threat to
developed nations’

PATIALA : A two-day international
conference on ‘Asia’s Development Experiences in 21st Century’ commenced at Punjabi University on Tuesday.
The conference is being organised by the Centre for Development Economics and Innovation
Studies, Planning Commission
Chair, department of economics,
Punjabi University, in collaboration with the Association of Asia
Scholars, New Delhi.
Economics department head
Lakhwinder Singh Gill introduced the theme of the conference and discussed the development and growth of the Asian
region in the last 50 years and said
that Asian countries like China
and India are posing an economic
threat to the developed countries.
Ram Kumar Phuyal,member
of the National Planning Commission, Government of Nepal,
said that in spite of Asia’s recent
growth and development, there
are still issues like poverty, illiteracy, unemployment and unsustainable development, especially
in South Asia that needs new
policy initiatives in order to be
tackled.
HTC

PEEK-A-BOO

Candidates should keep in mind the following dates
related to admission in the programme
JULY 25: Last date for
submission of objections
JULY 29: Uploading of
response and inviting cross
objections
JULY 31: Last date for
submitting cross objections
AUGUST 12 to 14:
Declaration of result

JUNE 21: Last date for
submission of information
on the website
JULY 1: Availability of the
admit card
JULY 6: Date of the
entrance exam
JULY 23: Uploading of
answer keys

RESERVATION ON THE BASIS OF CATEGORIES

15% 7.5% 5%

3%

Scheduled
Castes

Persons
with
Disabilities
(PwD)

Scheduled
Tribes

Backward Classes,
as defined by the
government from
time to time

tive) and Paper 2 (subjective).
Paper 1 will consist of 50 questions and all have to be
attempted. Each question will
carry one mark. Paper 2 will consist of 10 questions out of which,
a candidate has to attempt five.
Each question will carry 10
marks.

The candidates will have to
qualify the exam for admission
to the MPhil and PhD programme. The written test will
then be followed by a mandatory
interview in the form of an interaction to be organised by the concerned department. The candidates are expected to discuss

PU students with
disabilities assured
action on demands
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A week after hold-

ing a protest outside the vicechancellor(V-C) Raj Kumar’s
office on June 3, the students
with disabilities at Panjab University met the secretary to the
V-C, Muneeshwar Joshi, and
registrar Karamjeet Singh on
Monday. The students
expressed hope to have their
demands met soon.
Rimpi Arora, a student of the
department of public administration, said, “The registrar
assured us that the coordinator
of the equal opportunities cell
(EOC) will be appointed within
this week. We were also asked to
give suggestions as we had
demanded a coordinator experienced with disability.”
The students suggested the
names of faculty members
Rajesh Kataria (chemistry),
Aman Khera (University Institute of Applied Management
Sciences), Vinod Kumar (sociology) and Rajesh K Jaiswal.
There are about 50 students
with disabilities in the campus.

›

The registrar assured
us that the
coordinator of the equal
opportunities cell will be
appointed within this
week. We were also asked
to give suggestions.
RIMPI ARORA, student

Earlier, the students had given
a seven-day deadline for the
implementation of their
demands, saying that they
would hold a protest in case the
demands were not met.
They had demanded an accessibility audit of the campus. The
senate had in principle,
approved the adoption of the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and formed a committee under senator Rajat Sandhir to create a road map for the
implementation of the Act. Students had also demanded representation in the committee as
there is no person with disability in the committee.

n

A parrot rests inside the nest to avoid the scorching heat at PAU in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

GURPREET SINGH/HT

Govt to spend ₹27 crore under smart
village scheme in Fatehgarh Sahib
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

FATEHGARH SAHIB : Punjab government is spending ₹27 crore in
Fatehgarh Sahib district under
the smart village scheme for the
overall development of 301 villages of the district.
Deputy commissioner Prashant Kumar Goyal said the
government had started this

scheme for the large scale development of villages and developmental projects like village sewage system, development of village ponds, recarpeting of lanes
and roads, parks, playgrounds,
stadiums, gymnasiums, installation of CCTV cameras, construction of bus shelters, development of cremation grounds,
water supply, community
library, waste management,

development of schools and civil
dispensaries etc., are part of this
scheme.
The deputy commissioner
disclosed that the priority
would be given to the development of village ponds so that
people would not face problems
like water stagnation.
Moreover, ponds would be
filled with clean water that can
be used for the irrigation pur-

poses.
He said that the instructions
have been already issued to the
concerned officials for the
timely completion of ongoing
projects and a speedy completion of the pending process for
starting other developmental
projects under this scheme. He
said compromise regarding the
quality of the projects would not
be tolerated.

SYLLABUS WILL BE AS
PRESCRIBED FOR THE
POSTGRADUATE DEGREE
OR EQUIVALENT
CLASSES OF PU IN THE
RELEVANT SUBJECT
their research area at the time of
the interview.
Students who have already
cleared any of the national
entrance exams like Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research-University Grants
Commission National Eligibility
Test (CSIR-UGC NET) including
Junior Research Fellowship
(JRF), State Level Eligibility
Test (SLET), Graduate Aptitude
Test in Engineering (GATE,
score of 350 for the general category and 300 for reserved categories), or any other prestigious
exam for national level scholarship/ fellowship, conducted at
all India level on behalf of
national institution(s), and
working permanent teachers of
PU and affiliated colleges are
exempted from the entrance
exam.

AGRI DEPT HOLDS
CAMPS ON
ACCURATE USE
OF FERTILISERS
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : Punjab agriculture and
farmers welfare department collected around 15,700 land samples for soil examination from
district this year under Tandarust Punjab Mission to ensure
accurate use of fertilizers.
Deputy commissioner Kumar
Amit said soil health cards are
being distributed to farmers as
per the result of samples being
taken from their land. The farmers are being recommended
accurate use of fertilizers based
on the results.
Camps are also being organised to apprise farmers of the
correct manner of using fertilisers and keeping the environment
pollution free.The campaign
started last year and around
32,000 soil cards have been distributed among farmers of the
district till now.
Chief agriculture officer Arvinder Singh said as many as 31
such camps were organised in
the district and around 12,500
farmers participated in them.
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patiala&beyond
Flamboyant prince takes a final bow

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

GLORIOUS INNINGS The 37-year-old veteran of 40 Test and 304 ODIs and 58 T20 internationals, lived and fulfilled his father and coach Yograj Singh’s dreams
Shalini Gupta
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: In the 1980s, a flam-

boyant fast bowler from Chandigarh Yograj Singh had the dream
of being part of the Indian team
that took part in the 1983 World
Cup in England. However, he
could not achieve that. After
India won the 1983 World Cup,
Yograj, who had made his Test
and ODI debut in 1981, decided
that his eldest son Yuvraj Singh,
will play for India for a long
period and win a World Cup for
the country.
A hard-task master, Yograj
never liked his son pursuing
skating and did his best to mould
youngster into a swashbuckling
cricketer. On Monday, while an
emotional Yuvraj bid adieu to his
17 years old career in Mumbai
during a press conference,
Yograj, who was shooting for a
movie in the Morni hills near
Chandigarh, had a big smile on
his face. The sense of pride was
palpable on his face.
“I am proud of my son’s
achievements. He has fulfilled
my dream. He served the country for almost two decades. The
way he fought with cancer and
made a comeback is a huge
thing,” said the 61-year-old.
During the press conference
Yuvraj acknowledged his father
and his unfulfilled dream saying,
“Since my childhood, I always
tried to fulfill my father’s dream
to play for India and win the
World Cup, and I can say I was
lucky to have achieved it. I am
thankful every day to the
almighty, both my Guruji’s Late
Sant Baba Ajit SinghJi, Sant
Baba Ram Singh Ji, and my
mother and my father who
guided me on the right path
through this entire journey.”
Yuvraj, who made his ODI
debut against Kenya in 2000,
played a stellar role in India’s
2011 ODI World Cup campaign
and was named the man of the
tournament. Soon after, he was
diagnosed with lung cancer.
“I would have loved to see him
retire in the ground playing his
trademark shots and I hugging
him afterwards. But whatever
the almighty plans is the best.
The BCCI backed him throughout,” added Yograj, who often
made headlines in the recent

years and being very expressive
about Yuvraj’s cricket career.
Before, Yograj and his wife
Shabnam Singh got separated,
they lived in a big Sector 10 house
and had installed practice nets
for young Yuvraj at home. Even
at night, Yuvraj would be trained
by his enthusiastic and strict
father-cum-coach. He learned
his early cricket at DAV Senior
Secondary School, Sector 8,
Cricket Academy and later at
Sector 16 Stadium.
Yuvraj made the right noises
at the U-19 level and gradually
made Chandigarh famous when
he became a permanent member
of the Indian team. A few years
ago, Yograj, was also diagnosed
with cancer (throat), Yuvraj, had
said, “I was shocked to know that
even my father had developed
cancer. And now there were two
cancer survivors. But I know he
is a fighter and I get that strength
from him.” Known to be very
close to his mother Shabnam,
Yuvraj has a house in Mansa
Devi Complex, where he spends
time with his family.
Regarded as one of India’s
greatest limited overs cricketer,
some of Yuvraj’s career highlights range from playing a brilliant 69-run knock in the 2002
Natwest final, to smashing
England’s Stuart Broad for six
consecutive sixes in one over in
the inaugural World Twenty20
in South Africa in 2007.
“Yuvi is a passionate and kind
person. He might have decided to
quit playing cricket, but he will
continue to work for cancer
patients. I am proud of my son.
His story should inspire
youngtsers,” concluded an emotional Yograj.

hailingthejourney

›

A phenomenal player
who did extremely
well for the country. I feel
he didn’t do justice to his
talent in Test cricket, but to
achieve so much and also
make a comeback after
illness makes you feel
proud that somewhere I
was also part of the journey

VIKRAM RATHORE, former
national selector and cricketer

›

Yuvraj brought a
fresh breeze in Punjab
cricket. His flamboyance
and talent took limited
overs and T20 cricket
to another level. The
way he battled cancer
showed his strength
and fighting spirit. I wish
him the best in life.
BHUPINDER SINGH SR, former
national selector and cricketer

n

From a skater to a World Cup winning cricketer Yuvraj Singh emerged as one of the greatest sportspersons the city has produced.

›

After Yuvi made it to
the Indian team, he
was an inspiration for all
budding cricketers. The
way he won the T20 2007
World Cup and 2011 World
Cup, shows his immense
contribution to the sport.
Kudos to Yuvraj’s father for
his belief in his son.

VRV SINGH, former Indian
cricketer and Punjab teammate

›

I have played with him
since age group to
Ranji Trophy. We were
together in U-19 World
Cup too. I am proud and
sad. I wanted him to retire
playing the ongoing World
Cup. But still a huge
player and the best India
has produced

RAVNEET RICKY, former Punjab
player and teammate

HT FILE/ AGENCIES

›

His contribution to
the game has been
immense. He met us before
he went to Mumbai
and spoke to BCCI about
his retirement. He is bit
busy for the next few days
but let him comeback
and PCA will also honour
him suitably
RP SINGLA, general secretary
Punjab Cricket Association
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It’s a blessing
that social
media is so big:
Ananya

Ananya
Panday
ANANYAPANDAY

or modern-day actors,
social media has become a
part and parcel of their
lives. And Ananya Panday is
no different. In fact, the
youngster became a sensation
on social media even before
making her film debut [with
Student of The Year 2], and she
readily admits that the internet
world has emerged as a
powerful dimension now. “I
think it’s a blessing that social
media is such a big thing,” she
says.
To start with, the 20-year-old
feels social media helps
connect with the youth.
“Today, we have a lot of young
people, who have access to our
pictures etc. They can directly
see what we are up to. Also, I
believe getting the youth on
your side is extremely
important, especially for
someone like me since I am
also a millennial and that
age. That’s why, when I
look up to someone, I follow
them on Instagram, so, it’s
[following on social media] a
good thing,” she says.
Likewise, Ananya is also
aware that social media has
its pros and cons. “For
example, Instagram can be
bad as well when you get
trolled. But I think you need to
take it positively and at the
same time, not too seriously
because it can get to your head.

F

twitter.com/htshowbiz

www.facebook.com/HTcity

instagram.com/htcity

www.youtube.com/user/ht

‘WE SHOULD
TALK ABOUT
SOCIALISSUES’

Ayushmann
Khurrana

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana says working
on his next outing — a serious film with a
very relevant issue — was an eye-opener

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

Prashant Singh

www.hindustantimes.com

However, one should know
that at the end of the day, you
are here to act and that’s what
people [actors] should be here
for,” says the actor, adding that
it was “very flattering” for her
to know that “people were
interested” in her even before
her first film released.
“Personally, I am trying not
to take any pressures right now
and just be positive,” says
Ananya, who is currently busy
with her second film, Pati Patni
Aur Woh. Besides her father,
Chunky Panday, one of the
calming factors has been her
mother, Bhavna Panday. “My
mum has always brought the
third perspective. She has seen
my dad through his ups and
downs and I feel that’s why she
can give me the best advice
because she has seen it all as a
neutral person,” says the actor,
adding that her mother has

n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

ANANYA CLEARS THE
AIR AROUND HER
ADMISSION AT USC
Recently, Ananya Panday
was embroiled in a
controversy when a friend
of hers from school went
around telling people that
Ananya was lying about
having got admission in
the University of
Southern California (USC).
To prove that she was
actually granted
admission to Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism at USC,
Ananya has now posted a
picture on Instagram with
all the valid documents. In
the post, she wrote that
the rumours about her
“faking her admission are
getting out of hand and
it’s even more unfair and
sad that my family and
friends have to go
through this”, and so she
decided to post this
picture.

Sneha Mahadevan
fter a smashing 2018
with two hit films under
his belt — Badhaai Ho
and Andhadhun,
Ayushmann Khurrana cannot
wait for his 2019 releases to set
the cash registers ringing. His
first outing this year is Article
15, a film that deals with the
socio-political situation in the
country. Ayushmann plays an
IPS officer in this film that
alludes to true-life incidents.
He says doing a film on an
important issue like this was
“the need of the hour”.
Excerpts from an interview:

A

You’ve been part of films that
have mostly tackled social issues
in an entertaining manner. Article
15 is pretty serious in nature.
What made you do this kind of
a film?

Did you get a ringside view of how
things worked within the system
in our country, while working on
this film?
I was always interested in
these issues — human
scavenging and
discrimination based on caste.
It bothered me since
childhood. This only happens
in India, where people use
separate utensils for servants
and house helps. We don’t see

Naina Arora
ctor Sonali Kulkarni is
riding high on the success
of her latest film, Bharat.
In the Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif-starrer, she plays
Salman’s mother. And she
has been talk of the town
for more than just her
acting prowess. In the
film, the 44-year-old
Sonali, plays mother
to 53-year-old
Salman — and that
had people pointing out
how female actors are
treated in this industry. But

A

AY

Sharan Kaur
debuts in
Munda
Faridkotia!

This is a very important film
as it deals with caste system.
No one in Indian cinema has
really spoken about the issue,
the way we do in the film. We
are going on the front foot and
talking about all issues that
are caste centric. Yes it is a
different film, but it is a
socially relevant film.
Working on the film was an
eye-opener for me.

that in the West. It is ingrained
in us. It is a part of our system
and we need to take that out.
Moving forward, we should
not teach our kids about caste
system. I remember writing
different castes that existed in
India in my exams in school.
Why should one do that? How
will that help anyone in life?

Films with a serious issue at their
core tend to gravitate towards
becoming a documentary. Was
that a worry for you?
Every film of mine deals with a
subject that can be made into a
documentary — be it body
shaming or anything else. This
film is entertaining, it is a
commercial film and it has
some light moments but
overall, of course the theme is
dark. What is the point of a
film addressing a social issue if
there is no reach? The reach

will only come with
entertainment. Otherwise,
nobody will watch that film.
If it is only going to the
festivals, there is no point
because you know that the
audience already knows about
these issues. You want the
single-screen audience to see
the film and initiate discussion
about the caste system. They
should be enlightened about
basic human rights. The
multiplex audience already
know about it. There is no
point catering to an audience
that is already sensitised.
This is the reason it needs
to be commercial. I would
want social issues to be
presented in a certain way in
my films.

2018 was a fantastic year for you
with two consecutive hits. Is there
a sense of accomplishment now?

It feels great that the choices
that you made are getting
validated — both by critics and
the trade. Now I have the
courage to do a film like
Article 15 which deals with a
social issue and has a dark
theme but says something
important. It’s like a social
responsibility as an artiste.
After achieving commercial
success, I am doing a film like
Article 15 and I can grab more
eyeballs. People will come to
the theatre because of my good
run at the box-office. We
should talk about caste system
as it is the need of the hour. As
a country, especially in rural
India, we don’t accept inter
caste marriages and now I
have the guts to do a film like
this and to go on a front foot
and talk about an important
issue like this.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Salman Khan is a fabulous person, says Sonali

ANYAPAND

TAGRAM/AN

PHOTO: INS

been an “extremely grounding
factor and gives me a reality
check all the time. I don’t think
I can live without my mum,”
she concludes.

Sonali is not perturbed by
such talk, for there is “nothing
unusual about it”.
“My roles are my choice. I
have to stand by my choice
proudly, which I do,” she says,
“I am touched with audience’s
and critics’ observation. But I
also played Hrithik [Roshan’s]
adoptive mom in Mission
Kashmir back in 2000
(laughs). People will definitely
comment, and they are
right. But it’s not like every
time it comes out of criticism, it
sometimes, comes out of
concern also. At times, people
say regional cinema has offered

me more variety than Hindi
commercial cinema, which I
agree with. But I wouldn’t like
to say, ‘How I wish Hindi
cinema gave me this or that’. I
am very grateful for the work
that I am getting,” says
Kulkarni, who has worked in
Kannada, Marathi and
Gujarati cinema.
On the camaraderie with
Salman on the sets, she says, it
was “amazing” to work with
him and she was impressed
with his professionalism. “I
was pretty nervous because we
have stories floating around
about how he is star like, and

how he does this or that,
whether he will remember
lines or come to sets on
time. But Salman had parked
himself on the sets. He was
fabulous with his lines. In fact,
he came up with suggestions
and improvisations. I really
liked his vibe on the sets.
Whatever people have heard
[about him] must’ve been their
experience, but I’ve seen a
fabulous person, [who has a]
golden heart, and is extremely
playful. I never saw him
carrying the weight of being a
superstar.”
n

naina.arora@htdigital.in
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Actor Adil
Hussain in
a still from
the movie

Adil Hussain has
a special role in
Kabir Singh

STOP PRESS
BACHCHAN’S TWITTER
ACCOUNT HACKED
ollywood megastar
Amitabh Bachchan’s
Twitter account was
hacked, and his profile
picture replaced
with that of
Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran

B

Khan on Monday night. His
Twitter bio, which usually reads,
“Actor... well at least some still
saying so!”, was suffixed by
“Love Pakistan”. The
hacking was taken note
of within minutes, and a
police spokesperson said
they were
“investigating the
matter.”
PHOTO:
VIRAL
BHAYANI

IANS

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

PHOTO:HTCS

haran Kaur, TV
actress and model, is
all set to launch in the
world of Punjabi cinema
with the upcoming movie
Munda Faridkotia, starring
opposite singer-turnedactor Roshan Prince. The
film is releasing on June 14
and is directed by Mandeep
Singh Chahal while
Dalmora Films and Monty
Sikka has produced it.
A great launching pad
for TV actress Sharan Kaur
in Punjabi film industry,
Sharan would be seen
playing a role of chirpy,
jovial, sincere yet
emotional girl ‘Mariyam’ in
the upcoming movie. The
character required her to
learn Pothwari dialect,
which is an important
part of the movie. Sharan
added, “While learning
Pothwari dialect was

S

very crucial, I also had to
make transformations like
getting my noise pierced and
even gaining weight.
I believe that the look of the
character
holds a lot
of
signific
ance in

a movie.”
It has been an
absolute wonderful
experience of doing a
Punjabi movie. Every day
is a new learning in this
magical cinema.
Venturing into the
Punjabi film industry
from television has been a
beautiful learning
experience and transition
and I am really excited for
Munda Faridkotia to hit
the silver screen,” Kaur
said.
The movie has
been written by Deep
Jagdeep Jaedy,
Anjali Khurana and
Ravinder Mand.
It also stars Karamjit
Anmol, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Rose J
Kaur, Rupinder Rupi
and BN Sharma in
pivotal roles.

Adil Hussain is a
brilliant actor. When
I planned to remake
this film in Hindi I
was very sure that I
wanted him to play
the part.
SANDEEP REDDY VANGA
DIRECTOR

dil Hussain is
undoubtedly one of the
most talented actors we
have in our country today.
And he will soon be seen in
Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s first
Hindi film, Kabir Singh.
Sandeep needed an actor
who could command respect,
looked dignified and had an
aura around him. Though he
always wanted Adil for the
role, producers weren’t sure
whether Adil would do agree

A

to do a cameo. But Sandeep
went ahead and met Adil and
explained to him why he was
so important to the film. And
when the actor heard the
script and his part in the film,
he instantly agreed to do the
same.
That is one of the reasons
why Adil’s scenes were among
the last ones to be shot
because Sandeep didn’t want
to do them with any other
actor. “Adil Hussain is a

brilliant actor. When I
planned to remake this film in
Hindi I was very sure that I
wanted him to play the part.
When I approached him, he
was gracious enough to do it,”
Sandeep says.
Kabir Singh, a T-Series and
Cine1 Studios presentation, is
produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Murad Khetani, Krishan
Kumar and Ashwin Varde.
The film releases on June 21.

HTC
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A distinct improvement in fitness can be
expected. Money loaned to someone on
good faith may not be returned. Finding
time for a side business may pose a
challenge. Someone in the family may
hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
ARIES
remove any misunderstandings that may
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
persist. A vacation may materialise and
prove most enjoyable. Many ups and downs are
foreseen in a legal issue, so don’t get too hopeful.
Love Focus: You will need to make love grow in your relationship,
since nothing happens automatically in romance.

Adopting an active lifestyle will do a whale
of a good in keeping minor ailments at
bay. You may have to plan your expenses
to remain within the budget. It may be
difficult to keep your mind at work due
to
distractions. Taking up too much on
TAURUS
themselves in improving the home front
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
may tire some homemakers today. Those
thinking of a short vacation may need to apply
for leave right away. Those thinking of buying property will need to
be more deliberate. It is time to put in extra bit on the academic front.

Dave Franco: The actor, who had a breakthrough
in films with 21 Jump Street (2012), followed by
Now You See Me (2013) and Nerves (2016), turns 34
today.

Your popularity, both on the personal and
professional fronts, is on the rise. Avoid
experimenting something new as the
seasonal changes do not approve of it.
There will be no escaping an essential
expenditure.
Good advice from a family
GEMINI
member will work wonders for you. A
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
family vacation may be too rushed up to
turn enjoyable. A chance to study abroad may
come to those who had been trying for it for long.

There is a possibility of starting something
new for coming back in shape. Doing a lot
of legwork on the professional front to
secure a deal may prove too little, too
late. Some of you can expect good
advice
from someone close on an
CANCER
important matter. You may not get a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
chance to proceed on a planned vacation.
You are likely to get a good opportunity to buy
a prime real estate or a premium vehicle of your choice. Getting
burdened with a lot of work on the academic front is possible.

Love Focus: A chance for an outing with lover finally arrives.

Love Focus: Differences in a romantic relationship can be best sorted
with a discussion rather than keeping things in your heart.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Mental calmness through meditation can
be expected. You will need to be at your
convincing best to swing a deal in your
favour on the professional front.
Domestic harmony is assured for those
wanting uninterrupted togetherness
LEO
with the family. Be careful about personal
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
security in a long journey, as chances of loss
cannot be ruled out. Selling property at this
juncture seems profitable. A long assignment on the academic front
may prove boring and repetitive.

Those recovering from minor surgery will
need to keep a check on their progress.
You will be able to maintain the right
kind of environment on the professional
front. Someone in the family may hold
an imaginary grudge against you, so
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
remove any misunderstandings that may
persist. Those selling property may find the
market hot, but may not find many takers.
Much enjoyment is in store for some on the academic front.

You will be able to remain fit. It is best to
consult knowledgeable people before
going in for investments. Someone in
the organisation may contest your
performance and competence. A
marriage or birth is likely to bring
happiness at home. Luck is likely to shine
on those who have applied for a house or a
plot. Hard work and sleepless nights on the
academic front may become necessary for some.

Love Focus: Love life is set to improve on all parameters.

Love Focus: An encounter with someone from the opposite camp
may raise the hopes for a budding romance.

Love Focus: You may need to take positive steps to bring romance
back into your life.

Your new initiative will prove effective in
coming back in shape. Money needs to be
conserved, as a cash crunch appears
imminent. Job seekers are likely to land
well paying jobs. A family elder’s opinion
may appear unjust upfront, but it will
SCORPIO
have great merit. Be careful in a long(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
distance travel by road. Someone may
contest a property acquired by you through
inheritance. Some of you are likely to go all out to make a mark on the
academic front

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Dark Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Condition of those recuperating from
surgery will improve quickly. Financial
front promises to remain ever so strong.
Pending work may compel you to
tighten your belt on the work front.
Your absence from a family function
SAGITTARIUS
threatens to get you sidelined on the
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
social front. Be careful in a long-distance
travel by road. Chances of an immovable asset
coming your way by way of inheritance cannot be ruled out. Higher
studies can beckon some and may get them in a premier institution.

A home remedy may prove effective in
curing a persistent health problem.
Expected payments are likely to get
delayed. A business tour will prove most
fruitful and will bring exciting business
opportunities your way. Your neutral
CAPRICORN
stance on an issue can be resented by
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
someone close. A property applied for may
become an albatross around your neck. On the
academic front, someone’s company will help bring excitement.

Health remains good. Financial gains may
keep your coffers brimming. It may seem
difficult to get rid of someone who is
now proving to be a pest. A family
member is likely to become a great
source of encouragement. Your idea for
AQUARIUS
an outing is likely to be lapped up by
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
family members, so expect an exciting time.
Doing up a newly acquired place is on the cards
for some. Some of you are likely to show a marked improvement on
the academic front.

Health remains satisfactory. You will find
luck on your side in a financial deal. Those
going away from home to join a job at a
new location will find the new social
circle enjoyable. A change you had been
planning in your department may not be
PISCES
approved by seniors, so take them into
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
confidence first. Keep up your attempts to
mend fences with someone close in a property
dispute. Your reputation is set to grow on the academic front.

Love Focus: Someone you are in love with is likely to pamper you.

Love Focus: Chance meeting with someone may turn into a
long-term romantic relationship.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number 22 Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Love may beckon some.

Love Focus: Love life remains satisfactory.

Love Focus: Things may not go as planned on the love front, making
you think about them again and again.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Crimson

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Love Focus: Those in love can expect a scintillating time.

Bill Watterson

Kate,Danielto
appearonceleb
genealogyshow
PHOTO: IAN GAVAN//GETTY IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Actor Shahid Kapoor was approached
to play Siddharth’s role in Aamir
Khan-starrer Rang De Basanti
(2006), but he turned it down.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3114
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

LVAE E
AC G O R
E F H ILS
DEIRFV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The pleasures of ___ are always in proportion to our ____.
- Stendhal (4,..,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Leave, cargo, elfish, fervid
ANSWER: The pleasures of love are always in proportion to our fears. Stendhal

When Tahir Raj Bhasin met the Little Master
Juhi Chakraborty
he preparation for Kabir
Khan’s next film, ’83, is in
full swing. And recently,
the cast and crew left for
England to begin its shooting.
The movie stars actor Ranveer

T

Singh as former Indian cricket
captain Kapil Dev and
chronicles India’s glorious win
at the 1983 Cricket World
Cup. Interestingly, the first
shooting schedule also
coincides with the ongoing
cricket World

Cup, which is underway in
England.
The talented star cast also
includes Tahir Raj Bhasin, who
is set to portray former
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.
While last month, we learnt
that Ranveer spent 10 days with

Jind Jaan will surely be loved by the audience: Team

he film is releasing
worldwide on June 14
The film Jind Jaan is
different from other Punjabi
films in terms of its grand
visuals and is full of
entertainment. Made under
the banner of BRS Films, its
producers are Pawan
Aggarwal and Karan
Aggarwal along with coproducer Dheeraj Bhandari.
The film is directed by
Darshan Bagga who has
written the story of the film
also. The screenplay of the
film has been written by none
other than veteran Rajeev
Kaul and the dialogues have
been written by Didar Gill
and Mintu. The renowned
singer Rajveer Jawanda is
making a debut as a lead
actor in Jind Jaan.
Alongside, the famed southactress, television star and
model Sara Sharma is also
entering in our Pollywood
through this film. Along with

T

PHOTO:HTCS

Rajveer Jawanda and Sara
Sharma, we will see famous
comedians like Jaswinder
Bhalla, Upasna Singh and
Harby Sangha also in
important roles. We will also
get to see the dashing Gaurav
Kakkar in a negative role

along with the famous
Bollywood comic villain
Swatantra Bharat.
According to the team, the
film will entertain the
audience as it features ribtickling comedy, high voltage
drama, power-packed action

and scintillating romance.
The team further added that
the trailer and especially the
music has a got a very
positive response from the
audience. The story of the
film is of a boy who goes to
Thailand from Punjab with

his mama on a very
special mission. There the
duo comes across the
heroine’s family who invites
the singer to teach music to
the actress. In comes a
Dangerous Don and the
villain, and whether or not
the duo will fulfill their
mission, is a mystery and will
be revealed in the film. This
film will showcase Upasna
Singh, Jaswinder Bhalla and
Harby Sandha in a triangle
and along with Swatantra
Bharat it will become a
hilarious love square for the
first time. The film will
actually tickle the funny
bone of the audience. Shot in
different locations, the film
has all the freshness to show
to its audience. After a gap of
few years, director Darshan
Bagga has really worked
hard on this film to make it
full of entertainment, which
the audience will definitely
like and appreciate it.

the World Cup-winning captain
at his residence in the Capital,
now we hear that Tahir has
spent quality time with the
Little Master as part of a
crucial preparation workshop.
And as expected, it was a dream
come true moment for the
actor.
“I’m ecstatic that the
meeting happened at Lord’s
where the Indian cricket team
won the World Cup in 1983,”
says Tahir, adding, “It was
incredible to spend an entire
day with him exchanging notes
about how I want to play the
part on screen. It is a huge thrill
as well as a responsibility for
me to play him and I wanted my
preparation to be absolutely
perfect. After meeting him, I
feel much more confident about
doing justice to my character.”
Tahir says he is now fully
equipped and is sure that he’ll
do a good job.

Kate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEDANIELRADCLIFFE

ate Winslet and Daniel
Radcliffe are set to appear
on the genealogy
documentary series Who Do
You Think You Are? The show,
which follows a celebrity
tracing their family tree in each
episode, is returning for its 16th
season, reported
DigitalSpy.Former X Factor
judge Sharon Osbourne, actor
Naomie Harris and TV
presenter Mark Wright,
comedian Katherine Ryan and
Have I Got News For You
captain Paul Merton will also
be a part of the show.

K

In a first, actor-comic Jack
Whitehall and his father
Michael Whitehall will appear
together to unravel their
family’s past.
“We’re delighted to have this
incredible line-up of stars and
to have captured these
journeys of discovery as they
explore their extraordinary
family trees. What they
uncover is revelatory, moving,
often funny and always
fascinating. Many of our
celebrities’ ancestors were
caught up in momentous
historical events which we are
covering for the first time in the
series,” executive producer
Colette Flight said in a
statement.
The commission editor of the
channel on which it airs,
Abigail Priddle, added she is
looking forward to the
upcoming instalment of the
show. “I’m thrilled that the
BAFTA winning Who Do You
Think You Are? is returning...
with another amazing line up of
celebrities who will be delving
into their ancestry, it promises
to be a real treat for viewers,”
PTI
Priddle said.
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