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TRAI TOLD TO
EVALUATE 5G
RESERVE PRICE

OIL TANKERS ATTACKED NEAR STRAIT OF
HORMUZ, GULF ON THE BOIL
>htworld p14

JOHNSON WINS ROUND 1 IN BRITISH PM RACE

IN THE BALLOT OF CONSERVATIVE MPs, THREE OF 10 CANDIDATES ELIMINATED >p14

business p15

Modi talks Pak terror
with Xi, meets Putin

THE FINAL SALUTE

BISHKEK MESSAGE Prime Minister underlines New Delhi expects action
Rezaul H Laskar
n

POMPEO INVOKES
BJP’S ‘MODI
HAI TOH MUMKIN
HAI’ SLOGAN

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Pakistan is yet to take

“concrete action” on India’s concerns and create an atmosphere
free of terrorism, which is necessary to facilitate any possible
engagement between the two
sides, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday.
Modi made the remarks when
the issue of Pakistan came up
during his bilateral meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping on
the margins of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Summit in the Kyrgyzstan capital
of Bishkek.
During a separate bilateral
meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Modi accepted an
invitation to be the chief guest at
the Eastern Economic Forum to
be held in Vladivostok during
September 4-6. The forum will be
followed by the annual IndiaRussia Summit at the same
venue, foreign secretary Vijay
Gokhale said. “The Prime Minister did inform President Xi Jinping that Pakistan needs to create
an atmosphere free of terrorism
and that at this stage, we did not
see this happening as yet, and
that, therefore, we expect Pakistan to take concrete action on the
issues that India has proposed in
the areas of concern that we have
flagged to Pakistan,” Gokhale
told a news briefing after the
meeting.
Pakistan Prime Minister

shortstories
OP BLUESTAR:
307 RARE BIRS
STILL MISSING.
SAYS SGPC
AMRITSAR: : Refuting the claim
that all articles taken away by
the Indian Army from Sikh
Reference Library during
Operation Bluestar in June 1984
had been returned, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) on Thursday
made it clear that 307 rare
handwritten ‘birs’ of Guru
Granth Sahib and 11,107 rare
books and manuscripts were
››P3
still missing.

Divested of education,
sulking Soni yet to
join new department
CHANDIGARH: Upset over being
stripped of school education
department, Punjab cabinet
minister OP Soni has gone into a
sulk and still to assume charge of
the medical education department allocated to him in last
week’s cabinet reshuffle. The
state cabinet was rejigged by
chief minister Capt Amarinder
Singh last Thursday, but Soni is
hot under the collar at being
removed from school education
and has not joined the new
››P2
department so far.

Yashwant Raj
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: US secretary of state

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Chinese President Xi Jinping
PTI
on the sidelines of the SCO Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

n

Imran Khan, too, is in Bishkek for
the summit though Indian officials have ruled out the possibility of a bilateral meeting. Modi’s
remarks made it clear there is little possibility of an immediate
breakthrough in improving relations between the two sides,
which nosedived after the suicide
attack by Pakistan-based Jaish-eMohammed (JeM) at Pulwama in
Kashmir on February 14.
Modi also told Xi that India has
a “consistent position on Pakistan”, which includes discussing
all issues through a bilateral
mechanism and looking for
peaceful settlement through
negotiation, Gokhale said.

“We are committed to this
process. The Prime Minister
recalled that he has made efforts
in this regard and these efforts
have been derailed,” Gokhale
added, an apparent reference to
Modi’s efforts to reach out to the
Pakistan government in his first
term.
Modi’s meeting with Xi, the
first since his electoral victory
last month, largely focused on
preparations for the second
informal summit between the
two leaders, expected to be held in
India on October 11, and the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations in 2020.

Michael Pompeo plans to use
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
election campaign slogan —
“Modi hai to mumkin hai” — to
explore new frontiers of bilateral
relations during his upcoming
India visit during which he
expects discussions on a host of
issues, including trade.
In a speech roughly etching the
contours of his planned June 24
visit to India, Pompeo confirmed
the US approval and offer of sale
of high-tech defence equipment to
India such as armed drones, Terminal High Altitude Area
Defence (THAAD) and Patriot-3.
Pompeo said one of the signature contributions of Donald
Trump’s administration to the
India-US relations was its “far
tougher stand on Pakistan’s
unacceptable support for terrorism in the region” compared to
the previous dispensations.
He, however, said there was
plenty more the two countries
››P8
could do together.

Ponty Chadha’s son held
for ‘cheating homebuyers’
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:

Manpreet Singh
Chadha, the son of murdered
liquor baron Ponty Chadha, was
arrested from the Delhi airport
on Wednesday for allegedly
cheating 29 people to the tune of
₹4.5 crore by promising them flats
at a township project in Ghaziabad and failing to deliver them.
Manpreet, the vice-chairman
of the Wave group, was arrested
by sleuths of Delhi police’s economic offences wing (EOW) when
he was about to board a flight to
Phuket, Thailand.
He was sent to judicial custody
after he was denied bail by a Saket
court. Additional commissioner
of police (EOW) Suvashish
Choudhary said Chadha, promoter-director of Uppal Chadha
Hi-Tech Developers Pvt Ltd, was
arrested in a case registered
against him in January last year.
“The complainants had
alleged that the company
launched a project in 2006 at NH
24 in Ghaziabad,” he said.

n

Manpreet Chadha (face covered) with officials of the economic
HT PHOTO
offences wing before being produced in a court.

In 2003, the Ghaziabad Development Authority formulated a
policy for the development of a
Hi-Tech city thereby providing a
platform to the real estate developers to develop smart townships
with modern facilities,” Choudhary said. He said, in 2005 the
agents and brokers of Uppal
Chadha Hi-Tech Developers Pvt
Ltd started approaching the public for booking plots in the pro-

posed township projects. “The
alleged company allured buyers
by showing them layout plan for
the proposed townships spread
over 1,500 acres. The possession
of plots was to be given in eight
months from the date of allotment letters. All the 29 victims
who have approached the police
so far had booked plots between
2005 and 2006 and paid about R 4.5
crores,” Choudhary said .

India plans to set up its indigenously
developed space station in a decade
Anonna Dutt

THE NEXT FRONTIER

n

Isro has announced it plans to launch its own space station

20 tonne

Expected weight

TIME FRAME

5-7 years

after Gaganyaan
n A space station is a spacecraft that
can support crew members and is
designed to remain in space for an
extended period of time. Other
spacecraft can dock at such a facility
n The proposal for the space station will

be sent to the government for approval
after the Gaganyaan project, India's
first manned mission to space

INTERNATIONAL
SPACE STATION
There is only one fully
functional space station
in Earth’s lower orbit –
the International Space
Station. It is a partnership
between European
countries represented by
European Space Agency,
and the US, Japan,
Canada and Russia

anonna.dutt@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Space

Research Organisation on Thursday announced its plan to set up
India’s own space station five to
seven years after successfully
launching its first manned mission by December 2021, expanding the country’s ambitious plan
to increase its imprint in space.
The space station, which will
be developed indigenously, will
weigh around 20 tonnes and
house astronauts for about 15 to
20 days in a 400km low earth orbit,
where most of the man-made
objects are located.
“India will set up its own space
station as an extension of the
human spaceflight programme.
We will be sending Indian astronauts to space in December 2021,
but just one flight is not enough to
sustain the programme. The next
logical step is setting up a space
station and then sending a
manned mission to the moon. We
have a very clear plan,” said Isro
chief K Sivan.

The International Space Station (ISS) is the only such facility
currently functioning in the
earth’s low orbit, flying 400km
above the surface to make a complete circuit of our planet in 90
minutes. The 360-tonne space laboratory has been set up in partnership by the US, Russia, Japan,
Canada and European counties.
It has room for a crew of six people to carry out an array of scientific experiments.
At a news briefing in New
Delhi on Thursday, the Isro chief
said the Indian space station will
not have any link to the ISS. “We
are planning to have a separate
space station… Our space station
is going to be very small. We will
be launching a small module, and
that will be used for carrying out
microgravity experiments,”
Sivan said. “We are not having a
big plan of sending humans on
tourism and other things,” he
added. The Indian space agency
on Thursday also set the deadline
for its solar mission Aditya L1,
scheduled to be launched in the
first half of 2020.

n

A senior officer pays tributes to the slain CRPF men during a wreath-laying ceremony, on the outskirts of Srinagar, on Thursday.
Five CRPF personnel were killed as militants attacked a joint checkpoint on Khanabal-Pahalgam road in Anantnag on Wednesday.
A foreign militant was also killed in the crossfire.
WASEEM ANDRABI/HT

CRPF likely to change
J&K deployment drill

Three booked for
UP Bar Council
chief murder

Sudhi Ranjan Sen

AGRA: A day after the gruesome

n

sudhi.sen@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The terror attack on a

Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) contingent that killed five
security personnel in Anantnag
on June 12 appeared to have been
carried out by Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammed, people
aware of the investigations said
on Thursday, adding that the
deployment process of the force
could undergo a major change to
bolster the security apparatus in
Jammu & Kashmir.
Motorcycle-borne militants
gunned down five CRPF troopers
on one of the busiest roads in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag on
Wednesday in the first major terrorist strike since the killing of 40
soldiers by a suicide bomber in
Pulwama on February 14.
Shortly after the attack on
Wednesday, an obscure group
named Al-Umar Mujahideen
claimed responsibility for the
attack. “The group is largely
defunct without any following,” a
senior home ministry official said
on condition of anonymity.

INVESTIGATORS BELIEVE
THE JeM IS BEHIND THE
ANANTNAG ATTACK. THE
AL-UMAR MUJAHIDEEN
COULD HAVE CLAIMED IT
TO GIVE PAK DENIABILITY
“Al-Umer Mujahideen claiming
responsibility for the attack as
against the JeM gives Pakistan
deniability,” he added.
Another official of the home
ministry said the CRPF soldiers
killed in the daylight attack were
an “easy target” for a terrorist
strike. “CRPF soldiers were positioned in the open… this may
change,” the official said, asking
not to be named. “They can be
placed inside a police station or a
fortified area and called in when
required,” he added, indicating a
new approach to how to the force
will be used.
In J& K, the CRPF is involved
in counterterror operations and
assists in road-opening operations. The force also assists the
local administration in maintain-

ing law and order in the militancy-hit region.
Keeping CRPF troopers away
from the public eye, especially
when deployed to assist the local
police, will likely decrease their
vulnerability to such attacks. “At
the same time, since they are
positioned nearby, they can
respond when required,” the second home ministry official said.
The director general of CRPF,
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, briefed
Union home secretary Rajiv
Gauba about the first major
strike on security forces since the
Pulwama suicide attack, which
occurred on a highway roughly
35km from the spot where
Wednesday’s firing took place.
The two officials also discussed
the upcoming Amarnath Yatra.
This is not the first time the government has considered changing the standard operating procedure in the recent past after a terror strike. Following the
Pulwama attack, the Centre had
allowed airlifting of soldiers,
changing the manner in which
soldiers were transported to the
Valley.

killing of Uttar Pradesh Bar
Council (UPBC) president Darvesh Yadav, security was tightened at the Agra civil court
premises even as Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav met
the victim’s family members in
Etah and demanded compensation of ₹ 50 lakh for them from the
government.
Condemning the incident, the
Samajwadi Party president
sought a probe by a sitting judge
of the high court.
“The trust of common man in
the state government has been
lost because of a spate of crimes
after elections in the state. We
are preparing a list of crimes and
would hand it over to the governor, who is silent on the deteriorating law and order situation,”
Akhilesh Yadav said.
Darvesh Yadav was shot dead
by a colleague, Manish Sharma,
on Agra civil court premises
on Wednesday, three days after
she was elected the state’s
first woman bar council president. Sharma then shot himself
››P9
in the head.

All 13 on board
AN-32 killed
in Arunachal
crash, says IAF
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The IAF announced on
Thursday that none of the 13 men
on board the Antonov-32 military
transport plane survived the
crash, which took place in Arunachal Pradesh on June 3. The
announcement came hours after
the rescue teams scoured the
crash site at 12,000 feet in a remote
mountainous region.
An eight-member rescue team
reached the crash site early on
Thursday. So far, the team has
recovered the Soviet-origin aircraft’s all-important cockpit
voice recorder and the flight data
recorder, or the black box, which
will help investigators ascertain
the reason behind the crash, two
IAF officials said.
“The IAF is sad to inform that
there are no survivors from the
crash of An32,” the air force said,
in a string of tweets to “pay tribute to the brave air-warriors who
lost their life” in the mishap. This
is the 10th such crash involving
an IAF aircraft this year.
The IAF has identified the
deceased air warriors as Wing
Commander GM Charles, Squadron Leader H Vinod, Flight Lieutenants R Thapa, Ashish Tanwar,
S Mohanty and Mohit K Garg,
Warrant Officer KK Mishra, Sergeant Anoop Kumar, Corporal
Sherin, Leading Air Craftsman
SK Singh and Pankaj; and two
non- combatant enrolled employees — Putali and Rajesh Kumar.
The AN-32, which took off from
Jorhat, was on its way to an
advanced landing ground at
Mechuka in Arunachal Pradesh’s West Siang district - about
15 km from the Line of Actual
Control, the disputed border with
China. It lost contact with ground
control in 30 minutes.
››P4
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> BRAHM MOHINDRA, local bodies minister

refunds Hailstorm, gusts damage cotton
Divested of education, ‘Centre
₹57 lakh of ₹1.5 cr
paid by SGPC crop in Bathinda, Mansa villages
Soni yet to join new dept GST
on langar items’
SULK He is second minister to be miffed over portfolio change
Navneet Sharma
n

SINGLA
ASSUMES
CHARGE

navneetsharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Upset over being

stripped of school education
department, Punjab cabinet minister OP Soni has gone into a sulk
and still to assume charge of the
medical education department
allocated to him in last week’s
cabinet reshuffle.
The state cabinet was rejigged
by chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh last Thursday, but Soni
is hot under the collar at being
removed from school education
and has not joined the new
department so far, according to
sources close to the minister.
He is the second minister to be
miffed over the change in his
portfolio. Navjot Sidhu, who is at
odds with the chief minister for
many months, has also not taken
charge of power ministry allocated to him in the reshuffle.
Amarinder had divested Sidhu
of local bodies department after
publicly blaming his “inept” handling for the party’s poor show in
urban areas in Lok Sabha polls.
The cricketer-turned-politician did not join his new department and approached Congress
president Rahul Gandhi instead
three days ago. Rahul has asked
party treasurer Ahmed Patel to
mediate between them. Sidhu has
been incommunicado since. Both
Sidhu and Soni are among the
senior-most ministers in state.
Soni, who was inducted into
the cabinet in April 2018, had first
expressed his hurt at an exhibition on education held by a college in Ludhiana on June 9 where

›

he accused the bureaucracy, particularly the CM’s chief principal
secretary Suresh Kumar, of calling the shots in the state.
Asked about his outburst, the
minister said he was loyal to the
chief minister and the Congress
but would not sell his conscience
for anything. “I stand by each and
every word I said and will not
equivocate. I never bowed before
bureaucrats in the past and I will
not do that now. I don’t care about
portfolio, but what was my fault?
I did my best and produced
results in school education in just
one year,” Soni told Hindustan
Times on Thursday.
Capt had left both Soni and
Sidhu out of eight consultative

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR:

HTC

OP SONI, Punjab cabinet minister

n

n

CHANDIGARH: New school
education minister
Vijay Inder Singla on
Thursday issued
appointment letters to
5,178 teachers.
The minister issued
the letters immediately
after assuming charge of
the school education
ministry.
He said the cabinet
had approved regularisation of 5,178 mastercadre teachers recruited
in 2014-15 and 2016.

I stand by each and
every word I said and
will not equivocate. I never
bowed before bureaucrats
and I will not do that now. I
don’t care about portfolio,
but what was my fault?

HT Correspondent

groups he set up last week to
review and assess the implementation of the government’s flagship programmes. After Soni’s
statement, another consultative
group was constituted under him
later on revamping of medical
education. The late move has
failed to placate the minister,
though.
The five-time MLA had started
out as school education, environment and freedom fighters minister. He was divested of environment on November 21 last year
and given food processing in its
place, but Soni has not been handling files of the department or
attending its official functions,
said sources.

Under the
‘Sewa Bhoj Yojana’, the Union
government has refunded ₹57.45
lakh out of ₹1.53 crore of Goods
and Service Tax (GST) charged
from the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
on the purchase of langar (community kitchen) items at Golden
Temple.
This was revealed by Union
minister for food processing
Harsimrat Kaur Badal through
a tweet.
“Another promise made to
Sikh community fulfilled. GoI
released ₹57 lakh GST refund for
SGPC. This is the first instalment and now the GST charged
on raw materials for ‘langar’ in
gurdwaras will be refunded
quarterly. I thank PM @narendramodi for respect shown to
Sikh community,” reads the
tweet.
Confirming the development,
the SGPC chief secretary Roop
Singh said the reimbursement
of this amount has been
released and the SGPC will get it
soon.
He said this amount will be
spent on humanitarian works.
He thanked the Centre for the
gesture.
Notably, the Sewa Bhoj
Yojana was launched by the
government after facing
stiff opposition against the
imposition of the new tax
regime on the langar items or
the items purchased for places
of worship.

KO T K A P U R A F I R I N G

Court turns down SP’s pre-arrest bail plea
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

FARIDKOT: District and sessions

judge HS Lekhi on Thursday
rejected the anticipatory bail plea
of then Kotkapura deputy superintendent of police Baljit Singh in
the 2015 Kotkapura police firing
case.
Baljit, now a superintendent of
police, had moved the court after
the special investigation team
(SIT) probing the October 2015
Kotkapura firing case filed a 2000-

›

Baljit was not in-charge. Officials far more senior to
him were present when the firing took place.

GURSAHIB SINGH, counsel of SP Baljit Singh

page chargesheet against him
and five other accused.
The SIT has charged Baljit
with distorting evidence and fabricating records.
The public prosecutor argued
in the court that Baljit had not
recorded the statements of the
victims and distorted evidence.

Meghalaya govt has
promised protection
to Sikhs: DSGMC
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR: The Union home min-

istry held a meeting with
Meghalaya chief secretary along
with the representative of the
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee in New Delhi on
Thursday over issue related to
the settlers of Punjabi Lane in
Shillong.
The meeting was called after
Shiromani Akali Dal and
DSGMC filed a complaint with
MHA to ensure the safety of residents of the Punjabi Lane, is
inhabited by people from Punjab
to Shillong by the British.
DSGMC president, Manjinder
Singh Sirsa, who remained
present in the meeting, told HT
over phone that Meghalaya chief
secretary briefed the special
home secretary about the situation and assured security of the
people.
Later, the home secretary also
spoke to the chief minister of
Meghalaya who also assured

AKALI DAL AND DSGMC
HAD FILED A COMPLAINT
WITH THE HOME
MINISTRY TO ENSURE
SAFETY OF RESIDENTS
OF THE PUNJABI LANE
that there is no threat to the people living in the Punjabi Lane.
A member of SGPC delegation, Parmjit Singh Saroa said,
“Local Sikhs have been working
towards the development of
Meghalaya and it is very unfortunate that they are facing eviction on their own land. However,
Home minister James Sangma
assured us he would take up this
matter with Meghalaya CM Conrad Kongkal Sangma and will
definitely intervene into this
matter.”
The Hynniewtrep National
Liberation Council (HNLC), a
militant organisation operating
in Meghalaya, is threatening the
local Sikhs, said Saroa.

“We have argued that Baljit
was not in charge when the firing
incident took place. Far more senior officials were present on the
occasion, so he cannot be held
guilty. Even all the sections
imposed on Baljit are bailable.
Still, the court has rejected his
bail application. Now, we will

move the Punjab and Haryana
high court for relief,” said Baljit’s
counsel Gursahib Singh.
Earlier this month, the anticipatory bail plea of then Kotkapura city SHO Gurdeep Singh
Pandher was also rejected by the
court. However, four other
accused — former Akali Dal MLA
Mantar Singh Brar, suspended
IGP Paramraj Singh Umranangal, former Moga SSP Charanjit
Singh Sharma and then Ludhiana ADCP Paramjit Singh Pannu
have secured the pre-arrest bail.

CHANDIGARH: After ordering sealing of abandoned borewells, the
Punjab government has asked
the deputy commissioners to
initiate criminal action against
people who do not plug their
borewells.
“Any mishap in such borewell should attract penalty
against the owner of the land
under various provisions of the
Indian Penal Code,” Tandrust
Punjab Mission director KS
Pannu said in an official release
here.
Chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh had ordered plugging
of all open borewells after the
Sangrur incident in which a
two-year-old child died after
being remaining trapped in an

unused borewell for 110 hours.
Pannu said the abandoned
borewells were a cause of concern for the safety of people,
especially that of children, as
well a source of contamination
of ground water.
He said a letter has been

The cotton crop damaged due to hailstorm at Sukhladhi village in Bathinda.

SANJEEV KUMAR/HT

Wednesday’s dust storm
leaves Ludhiana in tatters
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A dust storm, accompanied by high velocity winds
that lashed the city on Wednesday evening, claimed four
lives.
The storm, which brought
down the temperature by a few
notches, uprooted trees and
damaged poles, resulting in massive traffic jams across the city
till late night.
Three people died in separate
incidents of wall and roof collapse while one person fell to
death from a mango tree, which
he had climbed to pluck the fruit,
after losing balance following
the heavy storm.
The body of Ramesh Kumar,
25, was recovered from the
debris of the collapsed wall at
Tibba on Thursday. A 59-yearold man, identified as Ramprasad Mandal, lost his life after
a shed of a building fell on him at
Saibhaana in Koom Kalan area.
Kapil Dev, 50, died when the roof
on which he was standing collapsed in Kakowal village. The
man who died after falling from
the tree on the premises of SCD
Government College has been
identified as Jawahar Lal, a gardener.
A four-year-old girl was
injured as an iron rod pierced

n

A car was badly damaged after an electricity transformer fell on it
in Wednesday evening’s dust storm at Feroze Gandhi market in
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana.

FOUR PEOPLE DIED IN
SEPARATE INCIDENTS;
PSPCL OFFICIALS HAD A
TRYING TIME ATTENDING
TO 11,000 COMPLAINTS
through her skull when an
extended portion of a roof fell on
her. The girl has been successfully operated upon. Fifteen
other people were also wounded
at different places in the district
during the storm.
The horticulture wing of the

municipal corporation and the
traffic police cleared the
uprooted trees that blocked the
roads by 2.30am.
The PSPCL reported heavy
losses in terms of infrastructure
as 327 poles and many transformers were damaged across
the district.
With the city plunging into
darkness following heavy damage to poles and transformers,
the PSPCL officials had a trying
time attending to 11,000 complaints. Electricity supply was
restored in many areas only on
Thursday morning.

Bahadurjeet Singh

CHANDIGARH: Rejecting Punjab
Ekta Party chief Sukhpal Singh
Khaira’s allegation of state’s
canals going dry while the government was releasing water to
Pakistan, chief minister Amarinder Singh said surplus water was
being discharged as a precautionary measure to prevent flooding
in the areas along Sutlej and Beas
rivers.
The CM accused the former
leader of opposition of making
baseless and politically motivated charges to spread disinformation. “Khaira is a chronic
attention-seeker with no credibility and no respect for truth,” he
said in a statement, terming as
ludicrous the “outrageous
remarks” that questioned his
‘motives’.
Khaira had on Wednesday said
that 15,000-20,000 cusecs of river
water were being diverted to Pakistan daily while the state’s
canals were running dry. He
asked the CM to immediately stop
the flow of excess water and use
the same for irrigation.
Responding to the statement,

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: With the start of
paddy sowing season on
Thursday, the power demand in
Punjab increased by more than
1,900 megawatt (MW) — to 11,141
MW from 9,234 MW on Wednesday.
Last year, the power demand
on the first day of paddy sowing
season in Punjab had touched
10,184 MW.
Meanwhile, state sector thermal plants at Lehra Mohabbat
and Rupnagar started generation to meet the power requirement during the paddy season.
On Thursday, four units each of
210 MW capacity at Rupnagar
thermal plant and two units
each of 250 MW capacity at
Lehra Mohabbat unit supplied
electricity.
On Wednesday, the power
supply in Punjab was 1,855 lakh
units with thermal plants supplying 556 lakh units.
The private sector Rajpura
thermal supplied 233 lakh units

ANOTHER PLEA IN HIGH COURT
CHANDIGARH : A fresh petition
was filed in Punjab and Haryana
high court on Thursday seeking
registration of a criminal case
against Sangrur deputy commissioner and other officers
concerned in connection with
the death of Fatehveer Singh.A
petition filed on Wednesday is
to be taken by high court on
Monday. This petition too will

n

Capt rejects Khaira’s
claim on water release

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: Hailstorm coupled
with high velocity winds in
Bathinda and Mansa districts on
Wednesday evening has damaged the cotton crop in many villages. Villages around Talwandi
Sabo, Rama and Sangat area in
Bathinda and Kot Dharmu,
Bhame Kalan, Ramanandi, Raipur and Banawali villages in
Mansa district witnessed heavy
hailstorm which damaged the
cotton crop.
Amritpal Singh, a farmer
from Bagha village near Rama,
said that the crop on most of the
area (about 2500 acres) under
cotton cultivation in the village
has been damaged. He said the
crop does not look like it will
recover. A delegation of residents is meeting the administration in Bathinda to apprise them
of the situation.
District president of BKU
(Ekta – Sidhupur) Baldev Singh
Sandoha said it is a heavy loss for
farmers, so the state government
should conduct special girdawari to assess the loss and compensate affected farmers.
Bathinda deputy commissioner, B Srinivasan who visited
some villages to assess the situation said the much of the cotton
crop has been damaged in some
villages in Talwandi Sabo sub –
division.
The exact loss will be clear
only once officials of agriculture
department submit their reports
made after field visits.
Director department of agriculture and farmer welfare, Sutantar Kumar Airi, who took part
in an interstate meeting for
review of cotton crop, in which
officials from Rajasthan and
Haryana also participated, said
the hailstorm has damaged
leaves of the cotton plant but
since the stem of most of the crop
is intact, so it will recover.
Sandoha, however, said the
crop cannot recover in most of
the damaged areas, and even if it
recovers the yield will be badly
hit. Airi said that cotton has
been sown on 4.10 lakh hectares
in the state this year and they are
hopeful of a good crop. Vice
chancellor of Ludhiana’s Punjab
Agricultural University, Baldev
Singh Dhillon said that the crop
is growing well, but they are
keeping a watch on the crop to
check any pest attack.

1,900MW jump in power demand
on Day 1 of paddy sowing season

n

Labourers sowing paddy saplings on Day One of the season at Naurangpur village near Jalandhar on
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT
Thursday.

and Talwandi Sabo 244 lakh
units.
The maximum power
demand this year is expected to

Open borewell owners to face legal action
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

be taken up with that plea. The
petitioner, Ravneet Singh Joshi,
seeks directions so that such
tragedies can be avoided. It
says in 2010, the Supreme Court
had issued directions on borewells and the state failed to
comply with it. The petition
also demand a judicial probe
and compensation to the victim
family.
HTC

issued to all the deputy commissioners under Tandrust Punjab
Mission to rope in various field
departments to undertake
immediate measures to fill and
plug such borewells. The DCs
have been suggested to initiate a
publicity campaign making the

farmers aware of the dangers of
unplugged borewells and directing them to ensure that there is
no unplugged/abandoned borewell in the fields owned by them.
The Punjab Water Resources
& Development Corporation
(Tubewell Corporation) and
Punjab Rural Water Supply &
Sanitation Department, which
run various groundwater based
drinking water supply and irrigation schemes, have been
directed to ensure that abandoned borewells belonging to
them are plugged within a
month.
Also, the department has
decided to give ₹5,000 as reward
to those who give information
about the abandoned borewells
that have not been plugged. The
reward scheme will be started
after a month.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Amarinder said the decision to
release excess water, in a regulated manner, was a precautionary measure taken by a technical
committee meeting held on May
28, 2019, wherein all partner
states were represented. He said
a unanimous view emerged at the
meeting that there was surplus
water and it would be appropriate
to use it gainfully by releasing
excess supplies and get the benefit of power generation too.
The CM also ridiculed Khaira
for reading a hidden agenda and
motive in a decision taken on
technical grounds by all the partner states. “Not only was the
release of excess water necessary
to prevent flooding later, it was
actually beneficial for the state,”
he said, adding, “There is no
shortage of water as a result of
this discharge”.
He said that contrary to
Khaira’s unfounded claims of
15,000 to 20,000 cusecs of water
being released, on an average,
8700 cusecs of water on daily basis
had been released downstream of
Ferozepur headwork’s to
Pakistan for the past 24 days,
with regular monitoring of the
situation.

touch 14,000 MW and the Punjab
State Power Corporation
Ltd (PSPCL) has made
all arrangements to meet

the challenge. Last year, the
maximum demand during
the paddy sowing season was
12,638 MW.

‘MEA to facilitate
return of 7 Punjabi
youth from Iraq’

Govt to launch Sarbat Sehat
Bima Yojana from July 1

CHANDIGARH: Union food processing industries minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal on Thursday said
that foreign minister Dr S Jaishankar has directed the Indian
embassy in Iraq to take immediate steps to ensure the quick
return of seven Punjabi youth
stranded in Irbil city of Iraq for
the past seven months.
Harsimrat Badal met the foreign minister along with family
members of the seven youth from
Jalandhar and Kapurthala districts. She said that India’s Consul General in Iraq, Chandramouli K Kern briefed parents
about the steps taken by the consulate to ensure the well-being of
the youth.
HTC
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CHANDIGARH: The Punjab government is all set to launch its flagship universal health insurance
scheme ‘Sarbat Sehat Bima
Yojana’ (SSBY) from July 1.
Announcing this, health minister Balbir Singh Sidhu said all
formalities for the launch of the
scheme under which annual
health cover of ₹5 lakh per family
would be provided to 43.18-lakh
families in the state. A total of 364
private hospitals have been
empanelled where the beneficiaries could get secondary care and
tertiary care treatment.
The minister, while sharing

the programme details after presiding over the first meeting of
CM’s consultative group of universal health insurance scheme,
said that the beneficiary families
included 14.86 lakh Prime Minister’s Jan Aarogya Yojana
(PMJAY) families, 20.48 lakh
poor families possessing blue
cards, 7.84 lakh families from various departments such as 5 lakh
farmers under Punjab Mandi
Board, 46,000 families under
excise and taxation department
and 2.38 lakh workers registered
with construction worker’s welfare board.
Sidhu said all public hospitals
above CHC level were empanelled to provide secondary and

tertiary care treatment to the
beneficiaries. Additional chief
secretary, health and family welfare, Satish Chandra, told the
members present that to facilitate the beneficiaries, 194 Ayushman Mitras had been appointed
in public hospitals whereas deputy medical commissioners were
nominated as district nodal officer under the scheme. Raj Kuamr
Chabbewal, Nirmal Singh Shutrana, Dharambir Agnihotri,
Sushil Kumar Rinku, Lakhbir
Singh Lakkha, Dalbir Singh
Goldi, Avtar Singh (all MLAs)
and Raji P. Shrivastava, principal
secretary, social security and
women and child development
were among those present.
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Never received all articles Auction of PICT
in Zirakpur
taken away by army: SGPC land
under VB lens

OPERATION BLUESTAR 307 handwritten ‘birs’ of Guru Granth Sahib as well as
11,107 rare books and manuscripts are still missing, asserts the gurdwara panel
Surjit Singh
n

included in the panel to conduct
a fair probe as the matter was
very serious, he added.
“In case any article or
‘saroop’ is found missing, stringent action will be taken against
the guilty. If the allegations levelled against the SGPC are not
proved, a defamation suit will be
filed against the persons who
made the charges,” he said.

surjit.singh@htlive.com

AMRITSAR: : Refuting the claim

that all articles taken away by
the Indian Army from Sikh Reference Library during Operation Bluestar in June 1984 had
been returned, the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) on Thursday
made it clear that 307 rare handwritten ‘birs’ of Guru Granth
Sahib and 11,107 rare books and
manuscripts were still missing.
Providing the list of articles
that were returned, noted Sikh
scholar and former in-charge of
the library Anurag Singh
alleged that a rare hand written
‘saroop’ of Guru Granth Sahib,
bearing the signature of tenth
Sikh master Guru Gobind
Singh, had been secretly sold in
UK. The claims raised storm in
the apex gurdwara body,
prompting its chief secretary
Roop Singh to call a meeting of
incumbent and former SGPC
officials to address the issue.
Disclosing details of the deliberations in the meeting, Roop
Singh said the library had 512
rare handwritten ‘saroops’ of

n

SGPC chief secretary Roop Singh with other officials in Amritsar
SAMEER SEHGAL/ HT

Guru Granth Sahib and 12,613
rare books and manuscripts,
besides newspapers before the
operation. “As per the list provided by Anurag Singh, the
Union government has
returned only 205 handwritten
‘saroops’ of Guru Granth Sahib,
807 books and rare manuscripts
and one ‘hukamnama’ (edict
issued by Guru),” he said. “The
SGPC has written as many as 85
letters in the last 35 years to the
Union government, asking it to
return the articles,” he said.
In presence of Giani Joginder
Singh Vedanti and other SGPC

officials, Roop Singh said, “This
is nothing but a conspiracy to
defame the gurdwara body.
Responding to a fresh letter
written by the SGPC regarding
the return of library articles,
the Union government said it
had handed over some articles
to Punjab Police as well.
Roop Singh said that a high
power committee would be constituted by SGPC president Gobind Singh Longowal to check the
status of returned articles and
find out if the rare Guru Granth
Sahib ‘saroop’ had been sold.
Various experts would be

WORDS ADDED TO THE
DOCUMENT LATER
The issue of the receipt, according to which all the items taken
away by the army were
returned to the SGPC, was again
discussed during the meeting.
The receipt of September 29,
1984, when the Centre returned
some of the missing items, has
two signatures — one of then
secretary Bhan Singh who is no
more and assistant secretary
Kulwant Singh Randhawa.
Randhawa, who was present
in the meeting, said the sentence, according to which all the
items had been received by the
SGPC, was not there when he
signed it. He said it was added
later and nobody knew who
added it.

Speeding bus
crushes three of a
family to death
in Amritsar

AMRITSAR : Police on Thursday
booked a bus driver for allegedly
mowing down three members of
a family in Sohian Khurd village
here.
The deceased were identified
as Sukhwinder Kaur, 49, her son
Akashdeep Singh,17 and her
nephew Jugraj Singh,9, of Babowal village. However, the identity of the bus driver is yet to be
ascertained by the police.
A case was registered on the
complaint of Mehtab Singh, 28, a
resident of Sohian Khurd village.
The complainant, who is
deceased Sukhwinder Kaur’s
son-in-law said on Wednesday he
and his wife Mandeep Kaur, 22,
had gone to the bus stop to receive
his mother-in-law.
“At around 12:30pm, as we saw
my mother-in-law, her son and
nephew coming towards us, a
speeding bus coming from Kathunangal crushed the trio. The
driver had not blown the horn.
They were killed on the spot
while the bus driver managed to
flee,” he said.
Kambo police station SHO
Rashpal Singh said a case under
Sections 304 A (causing death by
negligence), 279 (rash driving or
riding on a public way), 337 (causing hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others), 338
(causing grievous hurt by act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) of the Indian
penal code was registered against
the bus driver.
Police said they have examined CCTV footage of the area for
ascertaining the details of the bus
and assured that the accused will
HTC
be arrested soon.

n

The overturned SUV near Nanakpur village in Pinjore on Thursday

SANT ARORA /TH

3 killed, 9 hurt as truck
rams into SUV in Pinjore
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : A trip to Gurdwara
Manikaran Sahib in Kullu
turned tragic when three of the
12 passengers travelling in an
SUV were killed in a mishap
near Nanakpur village in Pinjore at about 4.15am of Thursday.
A speeding truck rammed
into the Bolero head-on, killing
Somnath, 26, a model and
Dishant Sharma, 20, a BA second year student of Bhadson in
Patiala and Ravi of Karnal, a
barber.
Nine others suffered injuries.
Of the 12 people in the vehicle —
five were from Patiala and a
family of seven from Sirmaur
district.
One survivor Pardeep Singh,
23, of Ramgarh village in Patiala
said they had gone to Renuka Ji

DRIVER OF THE TRUCK
BEARING REGISTRATION
NUMBER (HP-12C-2332)
FLED BUT WAS LATER
NABBED BY COPS
and left for Manikaran Sahib
around Wednesday midnight.
Police said other than the five
Patiala men, Amit Kumar and
his wife Rimpy; their daughter
Anchan, 8; and son Raghav, 11;
along with Rimpy’s sister Pratibha, her son Anshuman, 3, and
Amit’s domestic help Ravi of
Karnal; accompanied them.
Pinjore station house officer
(SHO) inspector Mukesh Kumar
said the vehicle was being
driven by complainant Pardeep
Singh.
Hoshiyar Singh, driver of the
truck bearing registration num-

Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

Chandigarh: The auction of
2.5 acres of prime land in Lohgarh village near Zirakpur by
Punjab Institute of Co-operative
Training Ltd (PICT) to a single
bidder, almost on the reserved
price, has come under the scanner of Punjab Vigilance and
Anti-corruption Bureau.
The vigilance bureau (VB)
started the probe in the matter
after receiving complaints that
the auction was conducted
through the Greater Mohali
Area Development Authority
(GMADA), bypassing the set
norms. The complainants
claimed that the auction
resulted in loss of about Rs 30
crore to the state exchequer.
PRIME LAND SOLD
MUCH BELOW MARKET
PRICE
The PICT—a wing of the state
co-operative department —
allegedly sold the land to Chandigarh-based single bidder
Sagar Goyal for Rs 17.60 crore in
March, 2019. The PICT had fixed
the reserve price at Rs 17.34
crore by hiring private evaluators. The market price of this
land, according to the present
rate, was Rs 40 crore, claimed
VB officials involved in the
probe.
As the PICT does not have
any portal to auction its land, it
approached the Punjab Urban
Development
Authority
(PUDA), the agency that auctions land under its Optimum
Utilization of Vacant Government Lands (OUVGL) scheme.
SALE WITHOUT ANY
ADVERTISEMENT
Preliminary probe revealed
that certain set procedures had
allegedly been bypassed in the
auction as the PICT neither
issued “proper” advertisements
in newspapers about the sale of
the land nor followed the norms
of submitting the earnest money
in its account.
The guidelines say that the
bidder will have to submit 2% of
the fixed price as the earnest
money in the account of PICT
through a bank draft.

A PRELIMINARY PROBE
REVEALED THAT CERTAIN
SET PROCEDURES
HAD ALLEGEDLY
BEEN BYPASSED IN
THE AUCTION
“We kept on requesting the
PICT to accept our money but
they refused. Surprisingly, the
single bidder, who participated
in the auction, was given the
option to submit the earnest
money in the account of PUDA,”
said a complainant.
COMPLAINANTS GAVE
LEGAL NOTICE TO PICT
Before approaching the VB, the
complaints also gave legal notices to the PICT, raising questions about the procedure.
Instead of replying to the notices, the PICT issued the allotment letter to the bidder, the
complaints said.
The VB officials have taken
into possession certain key documents of the bidding process.
In one such document, PUDA
chief administrator Vinni
Mahajan has clearly said “the
auction needs to be cancelled as
only single bidder participated
in the process. The copy of this
document is with HT.
PURCHASERS GIVEN
LONG ROPE
VB officials also claimed that
certain conditions of the bidding
process were quite astonishing
as the purchaser had been given
a long rope to submit the money.
“As per the conditions of the
bidding process, the purchaser
will have to submit the first
installment of 3% within seven
days of the bid, 10% in the next
three months and 10% of the
remaining amount in the next
one year. The purchaser will
have to pay the total amount in
four years,” said the officials.
In the bidding document, the
PICT claimed that they need to
sale the property to renovate
their office in Sector 70 of
Mohali. The VB has especially
zeroed in on the role of a senior
IAS officer posted in the co-operation department.

ber (HP-12C-2332) fled from the
spot, but was later arrested.
The victims were initially
rushed to primary health centre, Pinjore, from where they
were taken to civil hospital, Sector 6, Panchkula. Somnath of
Patiala succumbed to his injuries at the civil hospital, while
Dishant Sharma and Ravi of
Karnal succumbed to their injuries at the Kalka community
health centre.
Police said Amit Kumar and
his son Raghav were referred to
PGIMER, Chandigarh, and
other injured were undergoing
treatment at the civil hospital.
“We have booked the truck
driver under sections 279 (rash
driving), 304A (causing death by
negligence) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others) of the
IPC. He will be arrested soon,”
said the station house officer .

Sales tax inspector held for graft HC restrains
FARIDKOT : A team of vigilance
bureau (VB) Faridkot here on
Thursday caught a sales tax
inspector, posted at sales and
taxation office Kotkapura in
Faridkot district, while he was
accepting a bribe of Rs 25,000.
Senior superintendent of
police vigilance bureau
Bathinda range, Akhil Chaudhary said sales inspector Jaspal
Handa was arrested for graft

after a complaint from Ankur
Garg of Dhillon colony, Faridkot.
“Ankur Garg, who owns a
scrap firm had complained to
the vigilance bureau that Handa
has been threatening him and
demanding Rs 50,000 to exempt
his firm from heavy tax penalty.
The deal was struck at Rs
25,000,” said the SSP.
“After verifying his informa-

tion, the Faridkot VB team laid
a trap and the accused sales
inspector was arrested on the
spot while accepting a bribe of
Rs. 25,000 from the complainant
in the presence of two official
witnesses,” he added.
A case under Prevention of
Corruption Act has been registered against the accused at vigilance bureau police station
HTC
Bathinda.

ED attaches real estate firm’s
properties worth ₹22 crore
Gagandeep Jassowal
n

gagandeep@htlive.com

JALANDHAR: The enforcement
directorate (ED) has attached
properties and bank deposits
worth Rs. 22.24 crore belonging to
a real estate firm, accused of duping investors of crores of rupees
in various parts of Punjab.
The firm, Nature Heights Infra
Limited, was being run by Abohar-based Neeraj Thatai alias
Neeraj Arora, his wife Doll
Thatai and Parmod Nagpal, officials of the ED zonal office in
Jalandhar said. Neeraj and Nagpal were directors of the firm,
they said. The attached assets
included immovable properties
worth Rs. 17.58 crore at Abohar,
Dhar Kalan, Kharar, Garshankar, Anandpur Sahib as well
as Multai (Madhya Pradesh) and

WHEN ED BEGAN PROBE
IN 2017, IT RECEIVED 491
MORE COMPLAINTS BY
INVESTORS AND 497
COMPLAINTS FROM
CONSUMER COURTS
bank deposits totaling Rs. 4.38
crore, the central agency officials
added.
Investigations so far revealed
that the real estate firm promoters had duped investors of Rs 45
crore on the pretext of allotting
properties at Chandigarh, Talwara, Anandpur Sahib, Gobindgarh, Mohali , Zirakpur, Ferozepur and other towns of the Malwa
region in Punjab, ED officials
said. However, the investors had
neither been given the possession

of properties nor returned the
money, they said.
The company had reportedly
shut down all branch offices
across Punjab after allegedly collecting crores of rupees from customers.
Neeraj and another director
Amit Kukkar, made accused in 31
FIRs filed by the duped investors
in various police station of the
state, had already been declared
proclaimed offenders in 2017.
The ED had started probing
the case in 2017. Meanwhile, it
received 491 more complaints by
the investors and 497 complaints
from the various consumer
courts of the state.
The ED zonal office, Jalandhar, has registered a case under
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act against the firm and
Neeraj.

Punjab Olympic
Association from
holding elections
CHANDIGARH:The Punjab and Har-

yana HC has restrained Punjab
Olympic Association (POA) from
holding elections on the petition
of three different sports discipline association presidents.
The HC vacation bench of justice Avneesh Jhingan acted on
the plea of Gurbir SinghSandhu,
president, Punjab Rife Shooting
Association; Bharat Bhushan
Ashu, president, PunjabTriathlon Association, and HS Bhullar,
president, Punjab Volleyball
Association. They had sought
deferring of elections for the post
of president, general secretary
and treasurer scheduled for June
15. Tenure of council of POA is
four years and last election was
held in May 2015. Their counsel
Prateek Gupta argued elections
are not being conducted as per the
memorandum of association and
electoral college was announced
excluding the District Olympic
Associations against the rules
and re-election of the executive
committee, whose tenure also
stands expired, is not being held.
It was alleged that the elections
are being held to favour some persons.
The high court while seeking
response by July 3 from the POA
and state government, has asked
the association not to proceed
with the elections.
HTC
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‘JJP-AAP ALLIANCE
TO CONTINUE IN
ASSEMBLY POLLS‘
KARNAL : Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP) leader Dushyant Chautala on
Thursday said they will continue
alliance with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in the forthcoming assembly
elections in Haryana. Dushyant,
who was talking to the mediapersons after addressing a gathering
of party workers at Kaithal, said
the public sentiment was in favour
of the JJP as the Congress was
suffering from internal fued and
people want to get rid of the BJP
HTC
misrule.

Man forges landlady’s
signature to illegally occupy
house, booked
GURUGRAM: A man was booked
on Wednesday for allegedly
forging the signature of a 64-yearold woman to illegally occupy her
house in Palam Vihar. The police
said that the man, a property
dealer, is staying at one of the
houses of the woman as a tenant.
A case was registered against the
suspect, who is likely to be in his
forties, under sections 120B, 420,
448, 467, 468 and 471 of the Indian
Penal Code at the Palam Vihar
police station on Wednesday, the
HTC
police said.

‘Govt should stop open ‘loot’
of maize producing farmers’
CHANDIGARH: Punjab leader of
opposition Harpal Singh Cheema
on Thursday asked the Amarinder
Singh-led government of stop
exploitation of maize farmers.
Accusing the government of
“callousness”, Cheema said farmers
were forced to sell their dry maize
between Rs 1200 and Rs 1300 per
quintal whereas the Centre had
fixed the minimum support price
(MSP) at Rs 1700 per quintal for the
current season.“The farmers are
suffering a financial loss of Rs 400
to 500 per quintal,” the leader of
HTC
opposition said.

A L L

HT Correspondent

Bhaskar Mukherjee

PATIALA : The family of a 27-yearold IAF flight lieutenant Mohit
Garg from Samana town in
Patiala district is in deep shock
after Indian Air Force authorities declared all 13 people on
board AN-32 aircraft dead on
Thursday.
Mohit was among the 13 who
went missing after the AN-32 military transport plane went off the
radar on its way to Arunachal
Pradesh’s West Siang district on
June 3.
The wreckage of missing aircraft was located some 12 kms
north of the last habitation in
Siang district on June 11.
Mohit’s uncle Prem Pal said
the family is in shock. They never
expected to lose their child like
this. “Mohit’s mother Sulochana
has not been informed of his
death as yet as she she is a heart
patient. The family has not even
briefed her about the aircraft
crash. On Thursday, she was told
Mohit met with a road accident,”
said Pal.
His father Surinder Garg and
uncle Rishi Garg left for Assam to
be with Mohit’s wife Aastha since
the aircraft went missing, and
will be back in Samana on Friday.
An alumnus of Nabha’s Punjab Public School, Mohit was
trained at National Defence
Academy (NDA) Khadakwasla,
Pune, before being commissioned as flying officer in the IAF.

n

IT TOOK THEM 10 DAYS TO FIND
BODIES, SAYS ASHISH’S FATHER

bhaskar.mukherjee@htlive.com

HISAR: Even as the Indian Air
Force (IAF) declared on Thursday that none of its 13 personnel
on board the AN-32 aircraft,
which crashed in Arunachal
Pradesh on June 3, have survived, the villagers and kin of
airman Pankaj Sangwan (22) did
not share the news with his
parents.
Two days, air force helicopters spotted the wreckage of the
transport aircraft that went
missing shortly after take-off
from Jorhat in Assam.
The mood in Kohla village of
district Sonipat was sombre as
everyone was keeping their fingers crossed in the hope that
some good news might come,
but to no avail. The residents
were in touch with the district
administration to know when
Pankaj’s body will be arriving at
the village.
Sonepat deputy commissioner Anshaj Singh said the
administration did not receive
any message from the IAF about
the body’s arrival.
Pankaj’s grandfather Balwant Sangwan said when they
got information about the recovery of wreckage, they were a little hopeful of seeing Pankaj
alive. Pankaj’s father Dharambir Sangwan works as a junior

HT Correspondent
n

n

The grieving kin of Pankaj Sangwan in Sonepat on Thursday.

engineer in the agriculture marketing board.
“We were a little hopeful, but
we knew that something bad
had happened as not even single
crew member tried to contact
anyone,” Balwant said.
Kohla sarpanch Jagdeep
Singh said, “Pankaj was the
only child of his parents and just
before take-off he had a word
with his mother Sunita Sangwan telling her that he will visit
them on June 28 as his leave was
approved.”
He said Pankaj was a bright
student from his childhood and
he completed matriculation
from a private school in Gohana
and higher secondary from Pugthala village in Sonipat district.
After Class 12, he got the job

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR : A pal of gloom descended

n

Haryana agriculture minister OP Dhankar (right) giving a shoulder
to the casket of Ramesh Kumar Gulia at Kheri Jatt village in Jhajjar
district on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a free hand to the
Indian army who crossed the
border and destroyed terror
camps by carrying out surgical
strike and air-strikes,” he added.
MP Arvind Sharma said the
Haryana government will stand
with the family.
PAK ORDERED SUICIDE
ATTACK: J&K GUV
Srinagar Jammu and Kashmir
governor Satya Pal Malik said on
Thursday that the ‘fidayeen’

Major reshuffle in
INLD, Ashok Arora
is senior vice-prez

(suicide squad) attack in Anantnag district on Wednesday was
carried out at the behest of Pakistan.
Speaking to the media here,
Malik said: “Pakistan ordered
yesterday’s fidayeen attack.
Whenever there is peace in the
Valley, Pakistan tries to disrupt
it by resorting to such attacks.”
The Governor said the peaceful conduct of the Lok Sabha
elections had not gone down well
with the handlers of militants in
Pakistan.

MC nod to rename
seven Karnal
heritage gates
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : In an organisa-

tional restructuring, Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD)
supremo Om Prakash Chautala
has named former state president Ashok Arora as party’s
new national senior vice-president besides making other
changes.
Arora had resigned on May 24
from the post after INLD’s debacle in the Lok Sabha elections.
In a press release, the party
said while Chautala continues
as national president, Rajya
Sabha member Ram Kumar
Kashyap and other senior party
leaders Sadhu Ram Chaudhary,
Narayan Prasad Aggarwal, Brig
(retd) OP Chaudhary, Ashwani
Dutta and Bhagi Ram will be
vice-presidents.
Former bureaucrat RS Chou-

D E A D

NO CLUE Sonepat admn says it did not receive any message about the arrival of airman’s body

HT Correspondent

n

D E C L A R E D

Flight lieutenant’s
family in shock;
mother not in know

CRPF man’s body cremated
with state honours in Jhajjar
at Kheri Jatt village in Jhajjar
district on Thursday after the
body of martyred Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) soldier Ramesh Kumar Gulia, 50,
arrived there.
Motorcycle-borne militants
gunned down Gulia and four
other CRPF men in Anantnag in
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday. Guliya, an assistant
sub-inspector (AS), was cremated with full state honours in
the presence of state agriculture
minister OP Dhankar. The
funeral pyre was lit by Gulia’s
elder son Mohit Kumar.
Hundreds of villagers and
Gulia’s relatives gathered during the last rites and shouted
‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’ (hail Mother
India) slogans. Besides Dhankar,
Rohtak MP Arvind Sharam,
CRPF inspector general (IG)
Ramesh Dutta and Jhajjar deputy commissioner Sanjay Joon
were also present.
Talking to mediapersons,
Dhankar announced Rs 50 lakh
financial help for the family. His
brother Rajesh Gulia requested
the minister for government jobs
for Ramesh’s two sons.
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)’s Haryana chief Naveen
Jaihind also announced Rs 1
crore for the family.
Dhankar said he will recommend to name of the village government school after the martyr.
“Haryana is the land of soldiers
who will reply back to terror.

A N - 3 2

> MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR , CM

Kin shying away from sharing IAF
message with Pankaj’s parents

J & K T E R R O R AT TAC K

n

A B O A R D

THE STATE BAGGED 114 NATIONAL AWARDS IN 5 YEARS.
WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK ON HARYANA MODEL.

n

Ashok Arora

dhry will continue as the secretary general while former MPs
Charanjit Singh and Capt (retd)
Inder Singh, former MLA Rampal Majra besides Ramesh Garg
and Ramesh Dalal will be general secretaries.
Yudhvir Arya, Chatar Singh,
Balwant Singh Myana and Saroj
Mor were appointed as national
secretaries while Ram
Bhagat Gupta from Hisar would
be the treasurer, the party
added.

KARNAL: The Karnal municipal
corporation has passed an
agenda to rename seven heritage
gates, locally known as ‘saat
dwar’, in Karnal city after the
Mahabharata characters.
The agenda was proposed by
the BJP which has an absolute
majority in the house.
The bill was passed by 18
members who were in favour of
the move.
The names of the gates will be
changed from Kalandri gate to
Krishan dwar, Banson gate to
Bhim dwar, Dyalpura gate to
Nakul dwar, Subhash gate to
Sehdev dwar, Karan gate to
Karna dwar, Jundla gate to
Yudhisthir dwar and Arjun gate
to Arjun dwar. The gates are in
ward number 15 which is represented in the MC by Yudhveer
Singh, an independent councillor who extended support to BJP.

GUWAHATI :Since the news
was broken to the families
on Thursday afternoon that
there are no survivors,
Radhe Lal, a retired subedar
of the Indian Army was
shattered. “I am in grief,” he
said. “It took them ten days
to find the bodies,” Radhe
Lal, whose 29-year-old son
Ashish Tanwar was piloting
the ill-fated AN-32 aircraft,
said.
“What do I say about the
aircraft? It is well known
that they were procured in
1985 and what happened
subsequently is known too,”
he said. Lal, who arrived in
Jorhat on June 4 from Palwal in Haryana, a day after
the An-32 went missing, was
hopeful till the wreckage
was spotted. “I am 101%
hopeful that they will be
found hale and hearty,” he
had said earlier.
Ashish lived in Jorhat
with his wife Sandhya Tanwar, who was manning the
air traffic control in Jorhat,

HT

with the Indian Air Force.
After training in Bengluru,
he got first posting at the Jorahat air force station, the sarpanch said. On Tuesday, former
chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda had met the family of
Pankaj, a leading aircraft man,
who was recruited in the
IAF in 2015.
CM CONDOLES DEATHS
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal expressed condolences
over the demise of IAF personnel Pankaj Sangwan and
Ashish Tanwar, who died in an
air crash, besides the death of
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) man Ramesh Kumar,
who was martyred in a terror
attack in J&K.

Four IAS officers
given addl charge
CHANDIGARH :The Punjab govern-

ment has given additional charge
to four IAS Officers during the
ex-India leave and training programme of some officers.
During the leave period of
Rahul Tiwari, DK Tiwari, principal secretary, technical education and industrial training, will
look after the work of secretary,
employment generation and
training and mission director,
Punjab Skill Development Mission. RK Kaushik, secretary,
power and renewable energy,
will look after the work of commissioner, Roopnagar division.
Kumar Rahul, secretary-cumdirector, mines and geology, will
look after the work of nodal officer, anti-drug abuse campaign .
During the leave of Vijay Zade,
Varun Roojam, MD, Markfed,
will look after the work of secretary, state agri marketing board.
Abhinav, MD, warehousing corporation, and special secretary,
expenditure, will look after work
of secretary expenditure. Balwinder Dhaliwal will look after
the work of executive director,
BACKFINCO and member secretary, state SC panel, during BhuHTC
pinder Singh’s leave.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

›

What do I say about
the aircraft? It’s
well known they were
procured in 1985 and
also what happened
thereafter.
RADHE LAL, airman
Ashish Tanwar’s father

as the AN-32 took off on June
3. Radhe Lal’s daughter and
son-in-law also serve in IAF.
“It was our dream to see my
child as a pilot,” Lal said earlier, talking about his son
who studied engineering
and worked in a company
before joining IAF.
On Tuesday, when a
photo which showed burnt
was shown on news channels and newspapers, Radhe
sought to verify its authenticity. The air force officials
had told him that the photo
was not released by them. “I
don’t know yet when will
they bring the bodies to
Jorhat. I am waiting.”

n
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Mohit Garg

He is the younger of his two siblings and married Aastha in February last year. Mohit had visited
Samana for Diwali last year and
was planning to visit again in the
coming month.
Mohit’s batch-mate from PPS
Preet Anmol Singh remembered
sharing the same bench and
school-house with him for at least
six years. “Mohit always wanted
to join armed forces. He was
favourite of teachers and dealt
every situation with big smile on
his face. Even after joining air
force, he remained in contact
with his school mates, who had
last get together at Mohit’s wedding only,” said Singh.
The Soviet-origin Antonov-32
plane carrying 13 people, including an eight-man crew, took off
from Jorhat in Assam at 12.27pm
on June 3. It was on its way to an
advanced landing ground at
Mechuka in West Siang district.
The landing ground was about
15km from the Line of Actual
Control, the disputed border with
China.

PUBLIC EXCHEQUER LOSS

Court lashes out at Gurgaon police
for ‘eyewash, sparing big fish’
Hitender Rao
n

hrao@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Coming down heav-

ily on police officials for being in
cahoots with tainted tax officials,
a Gurgaon court has admonished the investigating officer
and his superiors for sparing ‘big
crocodiles’ responsible for
siphoning off huge amount of
public money.
Additional sessions judge
Ashwani Kumar also sought
action against the investigating
officer who submitted the challan in court along with the officers who monitored the investigation.
“..This court is fully satisfied
that only eyewash has been done
by the police. The challan has
been submitted only against
small flies. Big crocodiles
responsible for siphoning off
huge amount of public money
have been spared despite it was
found during investigation that
the then excise and taxation offi-

SAYS ACTION BE TAKEN
AGAINST THE
INVESTIGATING OFFICER
WHO SUBMITTED
CHALLAN AND THE
OFFICERS WHO
MONITORED THE PROBE
cers Vikas Parashar, SK Singh
and Bijender Dhull were guilty
of issuing wrong C-form in
favour of M/S Vikas Enterprises
and taxation inspector HS Dhillon had recommended wrong
registration certificate while he
was posted in some other ward,’’
the additional sessions judge
said in a May 23 order.
Criminal case against firm
The case pertained to financial loss to the state exchequer as
a firm under the name of Vipin
Enterprises in Sector 40, Gurgaon, claimed to have discharged its integrated goods and
service tax (IGST) liability to the

tune of about Rs 50.34 crore and
claimed credit of Rs 49.16 crore.
A criminal case was registered
by the Gurgaon police following
an inquiry by the excise and taxation department.
“Although an FIR was registered by a high-ranking officer,
yet the investigating officer
deliberately and in a malafide
manner did not submit challan
against guilty tax officials
despite the fact that huge public
money was siphoned off under
their signatures. The investigating officer submitted challan in
the court without arraying them
as accused despite overwhelming evidence was collected during the investigation against
them,’’ the judge said in a
strongly worded order.
Tax officials Vikas Parashar,
SK Singh, Bijender Dhull and HS
Dhillon were not challaned by
the police despite they were
charge-sheeted by the department and were facing inquiry.
The court said it had gone

through the inquiry report of the
department and found that it
should take initiative of referring the matter to Gurgaon
police commissioner for further
investigation so that those
responsible for siphoning off
public money are taken to task
and challan is submitted against
them after obtaining the sanction.
“.. Sufficient material was
available with the investigating
agency to submit challan against
the officials after obtaining sanction from the competent authority, but the police did not perform
their duty in a lawful manner.
Undue benefit was extended to
these persons as the investigating officer was also hand in glove
with them,’’ the judge said. The
court also directed that departmental as well as penal action be
taken against the investigating
officer who submitted the challan in the court without giving
any reason for exonerating the
officials.

Kin of 7 Punjab defence
personnel killed in line
of duty to get govt jobs
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab govern-

ment has decided to give jobs to
the dependents of seven armed
forces personnel killed in the
line of duty, a spokesperson said
on Thursday.
A high-powered committee,
headed by the Punjab chief secretary, recommended their
names to chief minister
Amarinder Singh for his final
clearance.
Prabhpreet Kaur, wife of
Wing Commander MS Dhillon
has been recommended for the
post of assistant registrar cooperative societies, the spokesperson said.
Wing Commander M S Dhillon had made the supreme sacrifice in an air crash while evacuating civilians from flood-hit
areas in Arunachal Pradesh in
2017.
Gurpreet Kaur, wife of Lance
Naik Sandeep Singh and Raj-

winder Kaur, wife of Sepoy
Mandeep Singh of Gurdaspur
have been recommended for the
post of social education and panchayat officer in the rural development department.
Pallavi Saini, wife of Gunner
Sukhdyal in Pathankot, has
been recommended for the post
of inspector in cooperative societies.
Shamsher Singh, brother of
Sepoy Mandeep Singh of Taran
Tarn, has been recommended to
be posted as Naib Tehsildar.
Kuldeep Singh, brother of
Jaspreet Singh of Moga and
Jagdeep Singh, brother of Sepoy
Mandeep Singh of Sangrur have
been recommended for the post
of constables in the police
department.
All these six people had laid
down their lives during various
counter-insurgency operations
in Jammu and Kashmir. PTI

n

Chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar showering petals on party workers before a thanksgiving rally in
Panipat on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

BJP govt ended casteism,
nepotism in state: Khattar
HT Correspondent

Man dies after assault
FEROZEPUR: A hawker who was

thrashed by a dozen people in
Zira, a sub division of Ferozepur
district on Wednesday evening,
succumbed to his injuries
during medical treatment on
Thursday.
In a statement, Satpal Monga,
resident of Zira claimed that his
son Sunil Kumar was attacked
by Jaspal Singh, Gurpreet

Singh, Karan Kumar,
Gora, Ranjit Singh, Sukhchain
Singh and Kesar Singh besides
four other unidentified persons
with sticks and sharpedged weapons on Wednesday
evening.
When another man, identified as Inderjit Singh intervened
to save him, he too was attacked
and is now hospitalised. HTC

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL :Chief minister Manohar
Lal Khattar on Thursday claimed
that the BJP government in Haryana eliminated evils of casteism,
nepotism and regionalism during
its stint in the state in the last five
years.
Without naming anybody, the
CM accused the previous chief
ministers of providing benefits to
their near and dear ones. He said
that BJP government has succeeded to end this and now the
benefits were being given to all

ACCUSES PREVIOUS
CHIEF MINISTERS OF
PROVIDING BENEFITS
TO THEIR NEAR AND
DEAR ONES
people of the state without any
discrimination.
Khattar, who was addressing a
rally in Panipat for the party’s
thumping win in the state, said,
“One former chief minister (OP
Chautala) is in jail for corruption
(in teachers’ recruitment) and
another is likely to follow him.”

Former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda was booked by the CBI for
irregularities in land allotment
during his stint. “Coming to
power is not target of the BJP and
it is beginning to start working
for the people,” he added.
Khattar said the government
will conduct a survey to ensure
that basic amenities are provided
to all families. He asked the workers to ensure that the party
achieves its Mission-75 plus in the
assembly elections. “The state
bagged 114 national awards in the
past five years. We will continue
to work on Haryana Model.”
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Kapurthala civil
surgeon suspended
by health dept
HT Correspondent
n

n

Devotees partaking of langar at the Golden Temple in Amritsar.

HT FILE

MC awaiting SGPC
green light for biogas
plant at Golden Temple

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KAPURTHALA: The state government on Thursday suspended the
Kapurthala civil surgeon with
immediate effect for allegedly
availing promotion benefits
under the disability quota.
According to reports, Dr Balwant Singh’s name had never figured in the state’s disability list
throughout his career but
he obtained the disability

AN INQUIRY WAS
ORDERED IN NOVEMBER
LAST YEAR
certificate just his promotion
from senior medical officer to the
post of civil surgeon.
Following this, an inquiry was
ordered in November last year by
the state health department. The
orders said the doctor would get
the suspension allowance as per
the government policies.

SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI UNIVERSITY
Kakryal, Katra - 182320 (J&K)

(Ranked 85 among top 100 Engineering Intitutions and among top
150 Universities in the NIRF 2019 ranking of MHRD, GoI.)

Call for nominations/applications for selection of Vice Chancellor,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra (J&K)
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU), Katra (www.smvdu.ac.in) is
a premier technical and residential University in the State of Jammu and
Kashmir.
2. The post of Vice Chancellor of SMVDU has fallen vacant. The Committee
set up for the selection of the Vice Chancellor of the University seeks
nominations/ applications with an intent to widen the search process.
3. For details visit the University website: www.smvdu.ac.in. The Forms
complete in all respects may be forwarded/sent to Prof. V.K. Bhat,
Registrar-SMVDU, P.O. Kakryal, Katra-182320, J and K, so as to reach
the University latest by 11th July, 2019 by post in an envelope clearly
marked, "Nomination/Application for Vice Chancellor's position" or
electronically (e-mail: vijay.bhat@smvdu.ac.in) and for electronic
submissions, a hard copy of the applications must also be sent by post.
Sd/No. SMVDU/Adm./Estt./4 of 2019/4779
Date: 13th June, 2019
Registrar, SMVDU

THREE MONTHS ON Civic body says the machinery of the plant
is ready and can be installed as and when they get a go ahead
Mandeep Kaur Narula
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : The municipal corporation (MC), which is leaving no
stone unturned in beautifying
the holy city and the Golden
Temple complex, is still waiting
for a no-objection certificate
(NOC) from the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee
(SGPC) to install a biogas plant in
the shrine’s langar hall (community kitchen).
On March 2, mayor Karamjit
Singh Rintu had announced that
a biogas plant, which supplies
clean and efficient fuel, will be
constructed at the langar hall to
treat the three metric tons of
kitchen waste produced daily.
He had said that the biogas
plant with an automatic
machine,will be set up at a cost of
₹2.5 crore under the Swachh
Iconic Places (SIP) project.
On Thursday, the mayor said,
“The machinery of bio-remediation plant is ready and we are
waiting for NOC from the SGPC.
We will immediately start the

›

The SGPC officials
and temple authorities
are discussing the initiative
and are deciding upon the
installation of a biogas
plant. We will soon convey
our decision to the MC.
JASWINDER SINGH DEENPUR,
Manager of the Golden Temple

installation work as and when
we get a go-ahead. The initiative
will help reuse the kitchen waste
by converting it into a cheaper
fuel.”
Manager of the Golden Temple complex Jaswinder
Singh Deenpur said, “The SGPC
officials and temple authorities
are discussing the initiative and
are deciding upon the installation of a biogas plant. We will
soon convey our decision to the
MC. However, it will take a few
months for the execution of this
plan.”

Cops get radar to
check speeding
in Jalandhar
Jatinder Mahal
n

jatinder@htlive.com

JALANDHAR: Drivers should watch

out before pressing the accelerator in Jalandhar as the traffic
police have started using speed
radars to keep a check on speeding.
The traffic wing of Jalandhar
police received a new speed radar
five days ago after the state government launched a crackdown
on overspeeding vehicles following increase in road mishaps.
As per the information,
around 50 persons were challaned by the traffic police in the
past five days for violating traffic
rules in the city. However, due to
lack of speed limit signboards
near Rama Mandi, Maqsudan
chowk and Pathankot Chowk,
which are the main connecting
routes to the city, commuters
were seen arguing with police
officials over challans.
Surinder Kumar, who was
challaned by the police, on Thursday said he was riding his vehicle
at a speed of 90kmph as the road

Youth arrested for
carrying arms
in Batala
BATALA: Police on Thursday

arrested a person for carrying
arms in order to disrupt peace
during the student union elections at SL Bawa DAV college,
here. DSP BK Singla said after
receiving information that some
youths were causing nuisance
during the elections, a checkpoint was laid near Sukha Singh
Mehtab Singh chowk and
stopped a white SUV which had
no number plate.
During checking, a pistol, a
revolver and 38 live cartridges
were recovered. The accused
were identified as Surinder
Singh, a resident of Tarn Taran
and Sanampreet Singh, a resident of Batala. One of the
accused Sanampreet managed to
flee while the other confessed
that they were on their way to
the college to favour one of their
friend, who was contesting the
student union polls. A case
under Section 25/54/59 of the
Arms Act was registered. HTC

was clear and there was no signboard near the Rama Mandi
chowk to indicate the fixed speed
limit.
A traffic official said as per
norms, the speed limit in city
roads is 40kmph. In outer city
roads, the limit is 60kmph and on
the highway it is 80kmph. Anybody exceeding the speed limit is
a violator and is liable to challan.
Traffic in-charge inspector
Manmohan Kumar said, “The
speed radar helps us to detect the
speed of the car and record it in
the camera so that people cannot
deny it. Commuters should not
drive rashly and our aim is to
reduce the number of accidents,”
he said.
He added that more machines
are likely to come soon to be
installed in inner roads.
Assistant sub-inspector Bhupinder Singh said the radar logs
the speed of each vehicle passing
by and the camera takes a picture
if it crosses the permissible speed
limit. The machine detects the
speed of a vehicle from around
2km distance.

At present, liquid petroleum
gas (LPG) and wooden sticks are
used as fuel for cooking food in
the langar hall, known as the biggest community kitchen in the
world. The SGPC which is
responsible for handling the
shrine has already taken some
eco-friendly initiatives to make
the Golden Temple complex pollution free.
Additional manager Harpreet
Singh said,“Soon after the completion of new building of langar
hall, the solar panel will start
working again. Around 100 LPG
cylinders and 25 quintal wood is
used daily to prepare the food,
which is served to more than one
lakh devotees round-the-clock.”
He added, “The vegetable
waste is then collected by MC
workers. However, after the biogas plant is installed, we will be
able to utilise the manure and
waste.
Moreover, the biogas fuel is
the most affordable renewable
energy source and it will surely
cut down the daily expenditure
of buying other fuels.”

MAN HELD FOR
POSING AS COP,
TAKING BRIBE
PATHANKOT : A man was arrested

for posing as a Punjab Police subinspector and taking money from
aspirants in lieu of getting them a
job with the police on Thursday.
DSP Ashwant Singh said the
accused, Rohit Sharma of village
Mangyal, aspired to become a
police officer but was unable to
pass his matriculation examination in 2015. “Undeterred Sharma
bought a police uniform from
Sarna village and convinced his
family and friends that he was a
police officer. Later, he began
cheating other aspirants by
accepting bribes in exchange of
getting them a job with the Punjab Police,” said the DSP.
One of his victims,Virinder
Kumar, told the police that
Sharma had asked him for ₹5 lakh
to become a havaldar and ₹26
lakh to become a sub-inspector.
The victim settled for the post of
havaldar and paid him. Kumar’s
parents contacted the police
when Sharma demanded an additional ₹50,000. Police caught the
impostor when he visited the victim’s house to collect the same. A
case under Sections 170,171 and
420 (cheating) of the Indian Penal
Code was registered against the
HTC
accused.

PSPCL launches
one-time settlement
scheme for defaulters
Dar Ovais
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR : Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL) on
Thursday launched a one-time
settlement scheme for defaulters
except for those using electricity
for agricultural purposes.
For approval of the outstanding amount, the PSPCL has
formed four committees.
The committee that will
approve the settlement amount
up to ₹10 lakh consists of additional senior engineer, senior
executive engineer, distribution
concerned and accounts officer.
Another committee including
deputy chief engineer, senior
engineer, deputy chief accounts
officer and deputy chief auditor of
the zone will approve the settlement amount from ₹10 to ₹20 lakh.
A third committee will
approve the settlement of ₹20

lakh to ₹50 lakh and for default
amount of more than ₹50 lakh, the
committee including chief engineer, director commercial and
director of finance will look into
the settlement.
A circular issued by the PSPCL
stated that after the approval of
the case by the competent authority, consumers will be intimated
through registered post for
depositing the requisite charges
under the scheme. Once the benefit is availed, no further relief will
be given and cannot be referred to
forum for the redressal of grievances.
A senior PSPCL official said,
“We launch such schemes from
time to time. Basically, it is for the
industrial consumers who were
unable to pay their bills and their
connections were stalled. A lot of
amount is due and this scheme
will benefit both consumers and
the department.”
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70-year-old hangs
self after killing wife

MOTIVE UNCLEAR Family members said Manik Chand and his wife
used to fight regularly; no suicide note found; police probing all angles
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 70-year-old man

allegedly bludgeoned to death his
45-year-old wife he had married
six months ago and hanged himself at their three-storey house in
Shahadra’s Baldev Park on
Thursday morning.
The man, Manik Chand, a
financer and money lender, lived
with his wife Lakshmi and three
sons. His first wife died seven
years ago. The couple lived on the
ground floor and his three sons
lived with their families above.
Family members told police
the couple fought regularly. No
suicide note was found. Police are
probing if the deaths could be the
result of a property dispute.
Around 8 am on Thursday, the
Jagatpuri police station got a call
that a man and his wife had been
found dead at their house.
“When the police reached the
spot, they were told Chand’s
grandson saw him hanging from
the ceiling fan of his room on the
ground floor. He alerted the family members. They broke into the
room and they found Chand’s
wife Lakshmi on the bed. They
brought down Chand’s body and
informed the police,” said the officer. The officer said the woman’s
head was bleeding and it seemed
it had been smashed with a blunt
object . “The two were taken to a
hospital where the doctors pronounced them dead,” said the
officer. DCP (Shahadra) Meghna
Yadav said forensics and crime
teams visited the spot. “A brick
Chand allegedly used to kill his
wife was recovered from the spot.
No suicide note was found,”
Yadav said.
Family members said Chand
and his wife used to fight frequently and were not getting
along well, the DCP said.
“It surfaced during preliminary probe that a few months ago,
the woman had filed a complaint
with the Delhi Women Commission against Chand but we are yet
to come across any such complaint. A case has been registered,” Yadav said.
Police said the man had seven
children—three sons and four
daughters.

n

The couple lived on the ground floor and his three sons lived with
SOURCED
their families above.

95-year-old man,
sister found dead
Shiv Sunny
n

shiv.sunny@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The bodies of a
95-year-old man and his 77-yearold sister were found at their
dilapidated bungalow in north
Delhi’s Rana Pratap Bagh on
Wednesday, leading the police
to believe that the woman may
have died of a “cardiac arrest”
and her brother subsequently of
“psychological shock”.
Vijayanta Arya, deputy commissioner of police (Northwest),
said that prima facie investigators so far suspect no foul play
as there were no external injuries on the bodies. The police
also said that the house was not
broken into and their valuables
appeared to be untouched.
The siblings, identified as
Chaman Lal Khosla and Rajkumari Khosla, were the only
occupants of the five-bedroom
house that sprawls on a 200
square yard plot. Chaman Lal
had retired from the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)
while his sister, Rajkumari
Khosla, lived on a monthly pension of ₹20,000 after having
retired from a government job.
“Chaman Lal had been left
paralysed 10 years ago after a
road accident and depended

PUNJAB AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, LUDHIANA
e- Tender Notice
Tenders are invited under two bid system for the mentioned works from eligible
L&C Societies enlisted with any of PWD (B&R), CPWD, MES, PUDA, Improvement
Trusts or any other Punjab Government Undertaking. For Work at Sr. No. 1 to 8,
eligibility Criteria given in https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
Sr.
Description
Tender Cost
No
Rs. 22.14 Lakh
1. Repair of Laboratory, office Building of
IGMRI, Ludhiana.
Rs. 20.20 Lakh
2. Construction of one quarter of 100 sqm
at KVK, Goneana, Muktsar
Rs. 19.64 Lakh
3. Construction of Micro irrigation
Demonstration park, Department of Soil
and Water Engineering at PAU, Ludhiana.
Rs. 9.58 Lakh
4. Installation of barbed wire for fencing
along with installation of main gate and
mini gate at USF, Usman, Tarn Taran.
Rs. 9.52 Lakh
5. Barbed Wire Fencing at KVK, Pathankot.
Rs. 8.17 Lakh
6. Repair/Renovation of parking area in
front of Hostel No. 6 at PAU, Ludhiana
Rs. 8.04 Lakh
7. Construction of Mushroom Unit at KVK,
Amritsar.
Rs. 5.01 Lakh
8. Construction of Bee Keeping Unit at KVK,
Amritsar
Last date of Submission of tenders: 15.07.2019 upto 2.00 p.m..
Date of
(a) Technical Bid: 18.07.2019 at 11.00 a.m. (in the presence of
Opening of
tenderer or their representatives if present)
tenders:
(b) Financial Bid: Will be opened after the evaluation of Technical
Bid (in the presence of eligible/qualified tenderer or their
representatives if present). The information regarding date and
time of opening of financial bid will be displayed on website
https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
Earnest money: 2% of the tender cost or as applicable. Tender form fee Rs.1000/each
Terms and Conditions:1. For participating in e-tendering, register with https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in.
For any clarification, contact 0172-2970263/0172-2970284 or the office of
Executive Engineer (C- I) during 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm on working days.
2. Tender documents purchased and submitted through online mode will
only be considered.
3. Corrigendum/Addendum/Corrections, if any, will be published on the website
https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in and www.pau.edu, No press notice will be
issued separately for Corrigendum/Addendum/Corrections.
Executive Engineer (C-I)

entirely on the care of his sister,
Rajkumari, for his daily needs,”
said the DCP.
Chaman Lal and Rajkumari
had two other siblings — a sister
who had died of age-related ailments in the same house in 2015
and a brother Jeevanlal Khosla,
88, who lives in east Delhi’s
Anand Vihar.
Wednesday’s incident first
came to attention around
9.45am, when a milkman
noticed a stench emanating
from the house. “When the milkman had visited the house on
Monday morning, Rajkumari
had turned him away saying she
was unwell. On Tuesday, there
was no response from the house
despite his repeated knocks,”
said an investigator.
The local police later broke
into the house to find Rajkumari
lying dead on the floor.
“Her body had bloated and
the extent of decomposition
indicated that she had possibly
died soon after interacting with
the milkman on Monday morning,” said the officer.
Chaman Lal was found
slumped on a cot in an adjacent
room, a few feet away. Police
said Chaman Lal had died more
recently, between Tuesday
evening and early Wednesday.

H I N DUSTAN T I MES , C H A ND I G A R H
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Parents, don’t make robots out of children
T
Dr Rajiv Sharma

he results are out and so
are headlines screaming
of desperate measures
being taken by students who
weren’t able to make a mark in
this dog-eat-dog world. Here
marks scored seem to be the
only criterion to judge the intelligence and emotional quotient
of a student. Many shellshocked families are left in the
dark abyss of grief and depression to battle out their remaining lives in a state of utter helplessness.
Who sets the benchmark for
the younger generation? Who
keeps on feeding children with
examples of toppers in the civil
service, IIT and AIIMS
entrance exams since their

Couple robs 2 in
hour, arrested
after shoot-out
NEW DELHI: A 34-year-old man,
wanted in around a dozen cases of
murder and robbery, was
arrested following a gunbattle
with police in northwest Delhi’s
Shakurpur in the early
hours of Thursday. Later, his
woman friend was also arrested,
police said.
The couple was arrested by
two policemen who were patrolling on a motorcycle in the area.
Five bullets were exchanged
between the man and the policemen. Of the three bullets fired by
the policemen — one pierced
through the man’s right chest
while another hit his right armpit. The two policemen escaped
unhurt even as two bullets were
fired at them, police said.
Before being waylaid and
caught by the police around
3.30am, the couple snatched a
motorcycle from a person at gunpoint and then robbed another of
his gold chains in less than an
hour within a radius of three kilometres, additional DCP (northwest) Bhisham Singh said.
Police said the accused- Srikant alias Appu and was previously involved in around a dozen
crimes. Around a month ago, he
was acquitted and released from
jail in a 4-year-old murder case as
none of the witnesses testified
HTC
against him in court.

OUR DESIRE TO SEE
OUR KIDS DO WELL IS
FRAUGHT WITH THE
RISK OF DISTRESS
AND DESPONDENCY

birth? Who keeps a close tab on
the ridiculously huge packages
offered by multi-national companies? We, as parents and
society, have failed to comprehend the psychology of tender
minds. We leave no stone
unturned to make robots out of
our children.
We programme them to
become engineers, doctors or
civil servants, unmindful of
their aptitude and aspirations.
Persistent pushing and prod-

ding to achieve the coveted status leads many an immature
mind to despair and sometimes
to the dark alley of no return.
Parents treat their sons and
daughters as trophies to flaunt
amid relatives and friends.
With no emotional and psychological support to the softhearted, they end up becoming
a scapegoat of unrealistic aspirations.
Mushrooming coaching centres across our towns and cities
exhort all and sundry to be a
part of the mad rat race. Aptitude of the students is thrown
to the wind. The only concern of
the parents is to see their sons
and daughters excel in the field
decided by their guardians,
which promises to yield rich
dividends in the future.

letterstoeditor
ATTACK ON JOURNALISTS
AIMED AT CREATING FEAR

Even after the parliamentary
elections, violence in West Bengal continues unabated. Both
TMC and BJP workers have been
brutally killed and the state has
been converted into a Talibanlike place. When the chief minister raises slogans such as ‘jo
hamse takrayega’ then there is
little hope for truce. She is waiting for the Centre to dismiss the
government to gain sympathy of
all opposition parties. The violence is a planned ploy of opposition parties. The Centre must not
wait anymore and dismiss the
state government if the situation
gets out of control.
Mahesh Chander

Disturbing news of police
excesses on journalists and others are coming in from Uttar Pradesh. There seems to be goonda
raj with policemen openly violating the law. Political connivance
cannot be ruled out. All these
excesses are aimed at creating
fear among the masses and particularly journalists, so they do
not report anything against the
authorities. Suspension of two or
three policemen, that too after
much hullaballoo, is not enough.
Even inquiries ordered by seniors remain on paper only, and
the drama continues.
Bhupinder Kochhar

LATERAL ENTRY INTO
BUREAUCRACY MUST
BE TRANSPARENT

With two-thirds of the country
under the spell of heat wave, hill
towns are paying a heavy price
for unsustainable, uncontrolled
development of the plains. IMD
Pune data clearly shows that the
intensity of the heat wave has
risen three-folds in the past 20
years in North India. HT has
rightly stated that the government needs to plan a strategy for
restricting the number of tourists to the northern hill states.
The immediate solution is strict
regulation of existing laws and
heavy penalties for non-compliance thereof.
Rajiv Boolchand Jain,
Zirakpur

dangerous affliction of ‘perform or perish’.
Every single life is too precious to be sacrificed to appease
the monstrous beast of our false
pride and ego. Let’s live and let
them live with dignity, flair and
disposition that God blessed
them with. It’s we, the parents,
who need to mould ourselves
rather than our children who
are too fragile to be bent and
twisted to suit our ambitious
plans.
Nobel Prize winner and
singer Bob Dylan aptly said: “A
man is a success if he gets up in
the morning and gets to bed in
the night, and in between he
does what he wants to do.”
n

rs201067@gmail.com

The writer is an Amritsar-based
freelance contributor

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com

BENGAL VIOLENCE
A PLANNED PLOY

HILL TOWNS NEED
STRICT COMPLIANCE
OF GREEN LAWS

Being successful and in topbracket has become the most
essential prerequisite for a
youngster worth his salt. Every
year, an increasing number of
students commit suicide
because of their failure to cope
with the rigorous schedule of
tuitions, exams and rankings.
Where does this lead to? Our
strong desire to see our children scale the dizzying heights
of success is fraught with the
risk of distress, despondency
and suicide.
The carefree life of yore has
been swapped with a stressful
chase of over-ambitious goals
which does not promise a
happy ending, always. Parents,
students and teachers need to
work in tandem to bring the
present generation out of this

In the last decade, around 20% of
the sanctioned positions for
Indian Administrative Service
officers have been vacant which
means government functioning
is suffering. While lateral entries
are a good idea, there is some disapproval at the Centre’s appointment of nine joint secretaries
from outside the civil services.
While the opposition claims this
policy is intended to push RSS
cadres into government, supporters see it as a game changer.
A key concern about lateral
entry is that the selection process will not be transparent.
There should be at least one
interview with the shortlisted
candidates, which should be tele-

casted live. This will ensure the
selected candidates are subjected to public scrutiny.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

IMRAN’S OFFER FOR TALKS
With reference to the reports of
Pak PM Imran’s offer of talks
with India, it may be just his ploy
to hoodwink the global community. However, PM Modi can take
a chance and meet him from a
position of strength. Let both
countries go for a possible diplomatic detente, starting with
some soft issues, confidencebuilding measures, like peopleto-people contact, and gradually
work their way to other complex
issues. To give peace a chance,
let Modi and Imran meet at
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in Kyrgyzstan. It may be
the first and even the last chance
for the peace to prevail in the
region.
Prakash Hanspaul

RTE IN NURSERY SCHOOLS
The Draft National Education
Policy (DNEP) proposal for
extending formal education
under the RTE from the nursery
school stage must be welcomed
by all. Government schools at
nursery stage are likely to help
us achieve the goal of universal
education. State efforts will definitely be a blessing in disguise
for such needy families who cannot afford to send their wards to
expensive private nursery
schools. However, this needs an
urgent mandatory strict

enforcement of the scheme
wherein officials of both the Centre and the state will have to
work sincerely hard. This is an
investment in the right direction; lets allocate budgetary
grants wholeheartedly.
Brij B Goyal, Ludhiana

MOCKERY OF
NATURAL JUSTICE
The Kathua rape-murder case
verdict is a mockery of natural
justice. When Vishal Jangotra,
who was made the main accused
in the case, has been acquitted,
then how can the other co-accused in the case be held guilty?
The prosecution chargesheet and
shoddy police investigation
smacks of political overtones.
The case should be handed over
to the CBI so that the real culprits
are brought to the book and the
spirit of natural justice prevails.
AK Sharma, Chandigarh

TERROR ATTACK IN VALLEY
Terror claimed lives of five
more soldiers in Anantnag on
Wednesday. The international
community should join hands
and India should not shy away
from taking the help of its long
term partners in curbing such
attacks. Tightening the security
at vulnerable spots can help.
Reaching out to the youth in the
Valley is another solution.
The growth and development of
the nation or any state depend
upon the prevalence of peace
and harmony.
Jaspreet Singh, Patiala

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION SHIMLA
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Sealed item rate e-tenders are hereby invited by the undersigned on behalf of
Commissioner M.C. Shimla from the eligible and approved contractors for the
different type of 16 Nos civil works. Detailed name of works, terms and conditions
can be viewed on M.C. Website i.e. www.shimlamc.org. The date of online
publication is 24.06.2019 at 5.00 PM.
Executive Engineer
(R&B) M.C. Shimla
0100

0/o: Dy. CE/ TS (Design), Telefax: 0175-2207774,
E-mail: se-trd@pstcl.org

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Enquiry No.

STQ-5107

Description

Supply of various types of marshalling boxes.

Qty.

100 nos.

Last Date & Time for Downloading of tender

15.07.19 at 11.30 am

Last Date & Time for receipt of tender

16.07.19 upto 11.30 am

Last Date & Time for Opening of tender

18.07.19 at 11.30 AM

Detailed NIT/specification may be downloaded from PSTCL E-tendering
website eproc.punjab.gov.in. Corrigendum, if any, will not be published in
newspapers. As such the website may be visited regularly for updates.
Sd/-, Dy. CE/TS (Design), PSTCL, Patiala.
C-5766

C-5757

htclassifieds
EMPLOYMENT
A.S. MODERN Sen. Sec. School,
M.K Road, Khanna- 141401 Affiliated
to C.B.S.E, New Delhi Requires the
following staff Qualifications,
Salary: As per CBSE norms. CTET/
TET candidates will be preferred.
Walk in Interview on 15.06.2019
(Saturday) at 09.00 am. Primary
Teacher (5), TGTs-Math (1), English
(2), Biology (1) Cricket Coach (1-p/t),
Yoga Coach (1-p/t), Library Assistant
(1), Supervisor/ Store Keeper (1),
Receptionist (1), Driver (1), Maali (1),
Sweeper (2 male, 2 female). Higher
emoluments will be paid for
deserving candidate. E-mail id:
asmodern1@gmail.com (9815935405, 01628-232067).

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, AJAIB Singh Bhatoa S/o Rakha
Singh R/o House No 2551, Sector 70,
SAS Nagar, Mohali (Punjab), have
change my name from Ajaib Singh
Bhatoa to Ajaib Singh.

I BHUPINDER Singh S/o Charan
Dass Village MusaPur PO NurpurBedi Distt Rupnagar have changed
my daughter name Ramneet Kaur to
Ravneet Kaur.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, GAGANDEEP S/o Suba Singh,
R/o 235-A, Near Shah Palace,
Fazilka, have changed name
Gagandeep Singh.

I KHUSHVIR Kaur Mann W/o
Jaspreet Singh R/o H.No. 637,
Sec-39, Urban Estate, Chandigarh
Road, Ludhiana have changed my
name from Khushvir Kaur to
Khushvir Kaur Mann.

I, SHEELA Rani W/o Prem Nath R/o
19 Jinda Road New Ravidass Nagar
Jalandhar have changed my name to
Sheela Devi.

I SERVICE No.(JC578758A) Rank
Ex.Sub. Sukh Ram Chaudhry S/O
Ram dittu Village-Jabli, PoRaghunathpura, Tehsil-Sadar, Distt.Bilaspur(H.P.) Declare that my Son
name wrongly entered as Anil
Chaudhary in my service record
instead correct name Anil Kumar.
Concerned Note.

I LATA spouse of NB SUB Desale
Sharad Bhikanrao R/O 56/4 Samarth Nagar, Near Jkatnaka Kharadi,
Pune have changed my name from
Lata to Desale Latabai Sharad Vide
Affidavit dated 12-6-19 before
Executive Magistrate Patiala
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‘25% more snow in HP this winter, highest in 4 years’ IMD: Delhi is the

›

Naresh K Thakur
n

The water discharge
in the rivers will be for
longer run and will have
positive effect on related
sectors like horticulture,
agriculture, hydropower

naresh.kumar4@htlive.com

DHARAMSHALA : After a gap of four
years, the snow cover in upper
reaches of Himachal Pradesh
improved in 2018-2019 and it was
about 25% more than in 2017-18,
significantly improving flow of
water in snow fed rivers of
northern India, according to a
study conducted by Himachal
Pradesh council for scientific
technology and environment
(HIMCOSTE), the state centre
for climate change.
The more water in these rivers had eased impact of heat
wave in the basin regions of
these rivers.
The study based on satellite
data provided by Ahmedabad
based Space Applications Centre of Indian Space Research
Organisation(ISRO) on the
snow cover showed that the
overall area under snow cover
in the state increased by a
25.16% in 2018-2019 as compared
to the year 2017-2018.
The total spatial area covered
by snow increased to
1,22,246.9sq km in 2018-2019
from 97,672.17 sq km in preceding year.
A senior official of the council
said that the snow cover has
shown increasing trend for first
time in the last four years.
“The snow cover had
decreased in 2015-16, 2016-17,
2017-2018. The decrease was
about 20% in 2017-2018 as compared to the previous year,” the
official said.
Major rivers such as the Chenab, Beas, Parvati, Baspa, Spiti,
Ravi,Sutlej and their perennial
tributaries originating from the
Himalayas depend upon the seasonal snow cover for their discharge.
Besides, the snow cover also

SURJEET SINGH RANDHAWA, senior
scientific officer, HIMCOSTE

n

Major rivers like Chenab, Beas, Parvati, Baspa, Spiti, Ravi,Sutlej
and their perennial tributaries originating from Himalayas depend
HT FILE
upon the seasonal snow cover for their discharge.

AREA-WISE INCREASE
The study is based on satellite data provided by
Ahmedabad based Space Applications Centre of
Indian Space Research Organisation.
Basin

2017-18
(area sq km)

2018-19
(area sq km)

Ravi
Beas
Sutlej
Chenab
Total

9,142.44
11,956
38,957.31
37,616.42
97,672.17

14,139.95
14,666.21
47,082.39
46,358.36
1,22,246.9

helps in controlling the accumulation and ablations patterns of
the glaciated regions in the
state, the study said.
The Chenab basin, which is
located on north of Pir Panjal
Range and comprises three subbasins Chandra, Bhaga and
Miyar witnessed a 183.2%
increase in the snow cover in

% Change
54.6
22.6
20.8
23.2
25.16

October 2018.
The centre for climatic
change used satellite data of
2018- 2019 to estimate snow
cover in these rivers.
The data was compared to
that of average values estimated
during the period 2017-2018.
Likewise, in November the
snow cover in Chenab basin

increased by 45%, in December
by 17% and 4.2%, 7% and 5%
in January, February and
March.
Total spatial area was estimated 46358.36 sq km as compared to 37616.42 sq km in 20172018, thus an overall increase of
23.2%,” said deputy commissioner , member and secretary
of Himachal Pradesh council for
scientific technology and environment
The Ravi river basin, which is
on the southern side of Pir Panjal Range, also witnessed 54.6
increase in the snow cover during Oct-2018 to March 2019. Similarly, the Beas basin recorded
an increase in snow cover by
22%.
In Satluj baisn, witnessed
snow cover increase of 20.8% as
compared to previous year.
Senior scientific officer, HIMCOSTE, Surjeet Singh Randhawa, said the increase in
snow cover would ensure sustained water availability, at
least for this year, especially in
the plains, which is witnessed
an extended spell of dry
weather.
“The water discharge in the
rivers will be for longer run and
will have positive effect on
related sectors like horticulture, agriculture and hydropower,” he said.

‘Hydro projects in HP
are not eco-friendly’
HT Correspondent
n

A REPORT OF THE
STATE’S OWN DISASTER
MANAGEMENT CELL
SAYS AROUND 10 MEGA
HYDROPOWER STATIONS
ARE LOCATED IN THE
MEDIUM AND HIGH-RISK
LANDSLIDE AREA

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : A research report “The

Hidden Cost of Hydropower” by
Himdhara
Environment
Research and Action Collective
that highlights the risks associated with hydropower construction, especially in Himalayan
regions, has stated that hydropower projects in Himachal Pradesh are not eco-friendly and are
causing damage to the environment. The document compiles
primary and secondary evidences of the impacts triggered by
underground construction for
run of the river (ROR) hydropower projects highlighting the
issues of environmental hazards
and risks involved.
Echoing the fragility of the
Himalayan region due to geological instability and climate
change-related disasters like
flash floods and cloud bursts, the
report highlights role of construction activities which accentuate the fragility. “A report of
the state’s own disaster management cell says that around 10
Mega hydropower stations are
located in the medium and highrisk landslide area”, the document states.
Visuals and testimonies of
affected people from project sites
in Kinnaur, Kullu and Chamba
falling in the Sutlej, Beas and
Ravi basin, collected over the
years, have been used to show the
impacts. “They say there is no scientific evidence that the landslides are because of project

activities and so we cannot claim
compensation in case cracks
develop in the houses or damage
to fields,” said Ramanand Negi of
Urni Village, which is located in
the affected area of the Karchham
Wangtoo project.
According to the report, "The
contribution of hydropower sector to the country’s total electricity production has halved from
25% to 13% in the last decade.
Where this state of hydropower
industries was an opportunity to
review hydropower policy and
the sector’s viability, the report of
Parliamentary standing committee on energy that reviewed the
performance of hydro projects in
2018 turned a blind eye to environmental impacts and safety
norms”. Based on the committee’s recommendations, the ministry of power issued an order in
March 2019 recognising hydropower projects with a capacity of
more than 25 MW as ‘renewable’
source of energy, thus eligible for
further subsidies.
Himdhara’s report, however,
brings out that hydro projects do
not deserve the ‘green’ tag.

most rain-deficient
state in country
NEW DELHI: The national capital
tops India’s rain-deficiency chart
in a dismal June, during which
the city is reeling from its longest
heatwave in at least three decades. According to India Meteorological Department (IMD) data,
Delhi did not get any rain
between June 1 and 13, making it
the only 100% rain-deficient state
in the country.
Overall, India is reeling from
42% rain deficiency this month,
with Jammu and Kashmir, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep the only states or
Union Territories with higherthan-average rain.
“While Delhi usually receives
around 14.1mm rain between
June 1 and 13, this year there has
been no rain so far. Delhi is the
only state across the country
which has not received any rain

since June 1. The last time it
rained in Delhi was on May 15,”
said a senior IMD official who
asked not to be named.
“This is something unusual.
Every year since 2011, Delhi had
received some rain during the
first two weeks of June. In 2017,
Delhi encountered at least four
days of rain in the first two weeks.
It was the wettest June in 10
years,” said another official from
IMD’s regional weather forecasting centre (RWFC) in the Capital.
The lack of rain pushed the
maximum temperature in the
Palam and Safdarjung weather
stations to 48 d°C and 45.6°C on
Monday. The mercury touched a
high of 42.9°C in Palam and 41.2°C
in Safdarjung. “Rain deficiency is
one of the primary reasons
behind the extreme temperature
Delhi recorded this June. HTC

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR HOTEL MANAGEMENT
AND CATERING TECHNOLOGY
(Ministry of Tourism, Government of India)
A – 34, Sector – 62, NOIDA - 201309
NCHMCT calling on-line application for
National Hospitality Teachers Eligibility Test
(NHTET– JULY 2019)

Due to change in eligibility criteria, NCHMCT announce NHTET
July 2019. Check the eligibility before applying for the same. Online
portal is open from 14th June to 9th July 2019. Exam will be held
on 20th July 2019 in two sittings (from 9.00 AM to 1.30 PM).
Announcement of results will be made by 2nd August 2019.
Eligible and interested candidates may visit www.thims.gov.in or
www.nchm.nic.in to apply online and to get brochure.
For enquiry call 0120 - 2590603 and
Toll free 18001803151 (9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.)

JALANDHAR SMART CITY LIMITED,
SCO-47, NEAR PUDA COMPLEX , JALANDHAR,144001, PUNJAB
TEL: 0181-4154686,+91 62843-91570, E-mail: smartcityjalandhar@gmail.com/
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT),NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID (NCB)
BID REFERENCE NO: 05 (B) /JSCL/2019
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
"DEVELOPMENT /IMPROVEMENT OF PARKS (06)/ GREEN AREAS UNDER FLYOVERS (03)/ AND REJUVENATION OF
BIST DOAB CANAL AREA IN JALANDHAR CITY UNDER JALANDHAR SMART CITY MISSION INCLUDING OPERATION &
MAINTENANCE FOR 03 YEARS" :3rd call
Jalandhar Smart City Limited (JSCL) invites online unconditional bids through e-procurement portal http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
eligible bidders under National Competitive Bidding (NCB) with Single Stage - two envelopes bidding procedure for the following works.
Sr.
Name of Work
Estimated Cost
Earnest Money (Rs.)
Tender Fee
Period of
(Rs.)
(Rs.)
Completion
No .
1. RFP FOR “DEVELOPMENT/IMPROVEMENT OF PARKS (06)/ GREEN AREAS UNDER FLYOVERS (03)/ AND REJUVENATION OF BIST DOAB CANAL
AREA IN JALANDHAR CITY UNDER JALAN DHAR SMART CITY MISSION INCLUDING OPERATION & MAINTENANCE FOR 03 YEARS” :3rd call
1495.30 Lakhs 22.42 lakhs(Twenty Two lakhs
20,000/ 12 Month
(Approx.)
and forty two thousand only).
plus GST

Important dates of the RFP are as below :
Availability of Tender Online for Bidding
From
To
14.06 .2019 1700 hrs
24.06.2019 1700 hrs

1.
2.

Last Date & Time for Online Submission of Bids
24.06.2019 1700 hrs

Date & Time of Opening of Tender
Technical Bid
Financial Bid
26.06.2019 1000 hrs To be intimate d later

Detailed NIT & Bid Documents can be seen at the website http://eproc.punjab.gov.in and may be downloaded free of cost from
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
Any subsequent addendum/corrigendum shall be published only at the website http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
Sd-, Chief Executive officer Jalandhar Smart City Limited

CEO-JSCL-2019-559

IMPROVEMENT TRUST PATIALA
E-Tender Notice
NIT No. ______/E-Tender/TE/LG-IT PATIALA/2019-20
Improvement Trust Patiala invites item rate tenders on a two bid system for the following works from eligible Contractors
/ Agencies / L&C Societies enlisted with any of Improvement Trusts of Punjab, Municipal Corporations/ Councils, PWD (B&R),
CPWD, MES, PUDA or other Departments for relevant appropriate categories from monetary point of view as well as the
type/nature of work as mentioned below:Sr.
Name of Work
No.
1 Construction of Boundary wall on Community Hall at
SST Nagar Patiala.
2. Re-construction of a road 1/c laying RCC pipes
opposite Trust Store in SST Nagar Patiala.
3. Repair & renovation of Kothi no. 70 in SST Nagar
Patiala.
4. Providing and lying Storm Water Sewer in SST Nagar
Patiala.
5 Repair of Aluminum Ladder for using Street Light.
6 Supply of Street Light' Material for various Trust
Schemes.
7 Making water supply connection for the connectivity of
water supply lines in Satya Enclave
8 Providing and laying B.M/P.C on roads in Satya Enclave
9. Supply of 2 No. clerk, 1 No. work mistri, 1 No. safai
sewak for Office Work asper D.C rate for the time
Period of One Year
10 Providing and erection LED Enclave street light system
in Satya Enclave

Estimate
Cost
86,500/-

Bid Security
Tender
Tender form Period of
Processing Fee fee (Rs.)
completion
(Rs.)
8650/2000/500/45 days

1,88,500/-

18850/-

2000/-

500/-

60 days

1.98 lac

19800/-

2000/-

500/

30 days

2.04 lac

20400/-

2000/-

500/

60 days

0.98 lac
1.00 lac

9800/10000/-

2000/2000/-

500/
500/

15 days
15 days

49,190/-

4950/-

2000/-

500/

30 days

9.41 lac
9.17 lac

94100/91700/-

2000/2000/-

500/
500/

60 days
15 days

8.24 lac

82400/-

2000/-

500/

60 days

Schedule for Sale of Tenders
Availability of Tenders online for
Bidding
14.6.19 from 10.00 AM to
1.7.19 upto 10.00 AM

Last date of Submission for
Online Bids
1.7.19 upto
4.00 PM

Date of Opening of Technical Bids
1.7.19
at 10.00 AM

Date of opening of
Financial Bids
1.7.19
at 3.00 PM

Terms & Conditions:
•
DNIT containing all terms and conditions related to above works can be seen In the Trust office on any working day or on
the website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
•
For any clarification/difficulty regarding e-tendering contact Sh. Gurmail Singh, T.E 94644-40807
Sd/Sd/Sd/Chairman
Executive Officer
Trust Engineer
Improvement Trust, Patiala
Improvement Trust, Patiala
Improvement Trust, Patiala
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GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS AND JUSTICE
(HOME-5 BRANCH)
NOTIFICATION
NO. 9/14 2014-3H5/1488110/1

The 22 May, 2019

Whereas the Governor of Punjab is satisfied that the land described in the
Specification given below, is needed for a public purpose, namely, for setting up
the Ammunition Depot at Village Dappar, Tehsil Derabassi, District Sahibzada Ajit
Singh Nagar.
2. Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 19 of the Right
to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013 (Central Act No: 30 of 2013), and all other powers
enabling him in this behalf, the Governor of Punjab is pleased to declare that the
said land as described in the Specification given below, is needed for aforesaid
purpose and the Special Land Acquisition Collector, Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar, is
directed to undertake acquisition process for the said land under the relevant
provisions of the said Act, namely:SPECIFICATION
District
Tehsil
Name of the village with Khasra Nos.
Area
H.B. No.
B-B
S.A.S. Nagar Dera Bassi Bair, Majra H.B. No. 26
480/2
0-18
481/2
0-14
482
4-0
483
4-8
484
2-8
485
4-0
486
4-8
487/2
0-18
488/2
0-18
489
2-8
490/2
1-16
491/2
1-14
Total
28-10
B-B
S.A.S. Nagar Dera Bassi
Dappar H.B. No.20
998/101
0-13
1000/103
0-11
1002/104
0-16
1005/106
0-4
Total
2-4
B-B
S.A.S. Nagar Dera Bassi
Janetpur H.B. No. 9
33/18
0-7
19
0-2
23
1-1
24
2-5
25
2-5
34//21
1-14
Total
7-14
3. The Plan of the land may be inspected in the office of the Special Land
Acquisition Collector, Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar and the office of the Defence
Estate Officer, Chandigarh.
NIRMALJEET SINGH KALSI,
Additional Chief Secretary to Government of Punjab
Department of Home Affairs and Justice
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htnation
shortstories
SEVEN KILLED IN
RAIN-RELATED
INCIDENTS IN UP
LUCKNOW: At least seven people
were killed in rain and thunderstorm-related incidents across the
state on the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday,
officials familiar with the matter
said. “As per the reports, four
people were killed in Siddharth
Nagar while two were killed in
Ballia. One more person was killed
in Pilibhit,” said state disaster
relief commissioner Gauri Shankar
Priyadarshi. A total of 26 people
have died in the state in rain and
storm-related incidents in a week.

Jagan: Won’t encourage
defections to TRS
AMARAVATI: YSR Congress Party
president and Andhra Pradesh
chief minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Thursday said he would
neither engineer nor encourage
defection of any lawmaker from
the Opposition to his party. “If
any MLA from the opposition
party wishes to join our party, he
or she has to resign from the
assembly membership first. If the
lawmaker doesn’t want to quit
the MLA post, the Speaker can
straightaway disqualify him or
her,” Jagan Reddy said in the
assembly while congratulating
the newly elected Speaker
Tammineni Sitaram.

BJP’s Assam IT cell secy
held over Facebook post
GUWAHATI: Assam Police arrested
the secretary of the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) local IT cell on
Thursday for allegedly posting
communal remarks on social
media, officials familiar with the
matter said. “After a complaint,
we arrested Nitu Bora, the
secretary of the local IT cell of the
BJP, for making derogatory
remarks against a particular
community on Facebook,” said
Swapneel Deka, superintendent
of police, Morigaon. Two other
persons linked to the party were
let off after questioning after
police received similar complaints,
officials added.

NRC officials held taking
bribe for inclusion in list
GUWAHATI: Two officials involved
in updating the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) in Assam were
arrested on Thursday for allegedly accepting a bribe to enter
the name of an applicant in the
final draft. Officials of the
directorate of vigilance and anti
corruption nabbed Syed Shahjahan (48), a filed level officer and
Rahul Parasar (27), an assistant
local registrar of citizen registration—both posted at an NRC
centre based on a complaint filed
by a resident of Ananda Nagar in
Guwahati. “The accused had
demanded a bribe of ₹10,000 for
entering the name of the complainant in the draft NRC,” read a
statement by the police.

Stalker who killed doctor at
wedding commits suicide
BHOPAL/SAGAR: A 35-year-old
convicted stalker, who shot dead
a lady doctor during her wedding
reception in front of her family
members and guests in Bhopal
about five years back, allegedly
committed suicide in Sagar
district of Madhya Pradesh, police
said on Wednesday. In the high
profile murder case, Anurag
Namdev, a resident of Garhakota
town in Sagar district got onto
the stage where the victim Dr
Jayshree Namdeo was sitting. He
shot at Jayshree from a close
range with a country-made pistol.
She died on the spot. Namdev
attempted to shoot himself but
people present over there caught
him and handed over to police.

PCI fact-finding team to
probe Shamli incident
NEW DELHI: The Press Council of
India (PCI) has set up a two-member committee to probe the
assault of a journalist, allegedly
by Government Railway Police
personnel in Uttar Pradesh’s
Shamli. According to people
aware of the developments, the
PCI has taken suo motu cognizance of the incident, which was
reported in the media and
appointed two members, JaiShankar Gupta and Uttam Chand
Sharma to investigate the case.
The team will visit Shamli on
Saturday.

Pompeo’s visit to focus
on defence, trade ties

INDIA TRIP Top US diplomat to use PM Modi’s campaign slogan to bolster bilateral relations
Yashwant Raj
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:US Secretary of State

Mike Pompeo plans to use Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s election campaign slogan — “Modi
hai to mumkin hai” — to explore
new frontiers of bilateral relations during his upcoming India
visit during which he expects discussions on a host of issues,
including trade.
In a speech roughly etching the
contours of his planned June 24
visit, Pompeo confirmed the US
approval and offer of sale of hightech defence equipment to India
such as armed drones, Terminal
High Altitude Area Defence
(THAAD) and Patriot-3.
Pompeo said one of the signature contributions of Donald
Trump’s administration to the
India-US relations was its “far
tougher stand on Pakistan’s
unacceptable support for terrorism in the region” compared to
the previous dispensations.
He, however, said there was
plenty more the two countries
could do together. “As Prime
Minister Modi said in his latest
campaign – he said, ‘Modi Hai to
Mumkin Hai’, ‘Modi makes it possible’. I’m looking forward to
exploring what’s possible
between our two peoples”.
The top American diplomat’s
visit to India comes amid trade
tensions exacerbated by the cancellation of India’s eligibility for a
special trade status that allowed
it to send goods worth $6 billion in
2018 free of import duty, and difficult conversations forced by US
sanctions on Iranian crude and
Russian defence deals such as the
S-400 missile defence system.

n

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (left) with PM Narendra Modi
PTI FILE
in New Delhi on September 06, 2018.

After underscoring the Trump
administration’s “tougher” posture on Pakistan’s support for terrorism, Pompeo offered a clear
and complete understanding of
India’s concerns over China and
Pakistan. “We respect India as a
truly sovereign, important country, with its own unique politics
and its own unique strategic challenges,” he said. “We get it. We
realise it’s different to deal with
the likes of China and Pakistan
from across the ocean than it is
when they are on your borders.”
There has been growing convergence between India and the
US on challenges posed by China
and Pakistan, and American and
Indian diplomats have cited as
proof the extra lengths the US
went to force China to allow the
UN Security Council to designate
Masood Azhar, the founderleader of Jaish-e-Mohammed, a

Pakistan-based terrorist outfit
that claimed responsibility for
the Pulwama terror attack.
But India and the US have had
differences, particularly on
trade, and for a long time. “I’m
sure we’ll broach some tough topics too,” Pompeo said, acknowledging them in a much anticipated address at an annual summit of the US-India Business
Council (USIBC), an India-specific wing of the powerful US
chamber of commerce. “But as
we democracies have come to
know, that we work out our disagreements. We bring them to the
table honestly and fairly. And
we’ll probably discuss the recent
decision on GSP programme.”
Secretary Pompeo was referring to the Generalized System of
Preferences, a special trade status the US has granted to about
120 developing countries, allow-

Bengal doctors defy Mamata’s
deadline, refuse to call off strike
HT Correspondent
n

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress on

Thursday urged the election commission (EC) to hold simultaneous polls to the two vacant Rajya
Sabha seats from Gujarat, contending that separate elections
will favour the ruling Bharatriya
Janata Party (BJP).
The two seats have fallen
vacant with the election of BJP
president Amit Shah and Union
minister Smriti Irani to the Lok
Sabha.
The Congress believes that the
poll panel might hold the elections to the two Rajya Sabha seats
separately because the results of
the Lok Sabha polls from Gandhinagar and Amethi were

Govt calls all-party
meet a day before
LS session begins
HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

n

KOLKATA: Striking junior doctors
in West Bengal defied chief minister Mamata Banerjee’s 2pm deadline to resume work or face action
on Thursday, declaring that their
agitation would continue till their
demands for security on government hospital campuses are met
and calling on Governor Keshari
Nath Tripathi to apprise him of
the situation.
The junior doctors have been
on strike since Tuesday in protest
against the brutal assault on two
colleagues in Nilratan Sarkar
Medical College and Hospital on
Monday night by family members of an octogenarian patient
who passed away. On Wednesday, several senior physicians
stayed away from outpatients’
departments (OPDs) in many
state-run and private hospitals
for a day.
The CM, who holds the health
and family welfare portfolio,
visited the state-run SSKM hospital around noon on Thursday in
the wake of the continuing disruption in medical services and
warned junior doctors of action if
they did not resume work by
2pm.
“Obstructing work in hospitals is a crime. The Essential Services Maintenance Act might be
invoked. There are Supreme
Court judgments that say doctors
cannot strike work,” she said.
Following the warning by
Banerjee, emergency services
started at SSKM Hospital and
Burdwan Medical College. But
junior doctors, as a whole,
refused to buckle down.
A six-member team of junior
doctors called on the Governor at
Raj Bhavan. “We will continue
with our agitation till our

n

West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee, who also holds the
health and family welfare portfolio, speaks to patients during her
HT PHOTO
visit to SSKM medical college in Kolkata on Thursday.

demands are fulfilled. Our
demands are simple... proper
security with armed policemen at
all hospitals, arrest of culprits
involved in the NRS attack on
Saturday under non-bailable sections,” one of them told reporters
after the meeting.
Kingshuk Karmakar, who was
among those who met the governor, said, “The moment armed
policemen are deployed in staterun government hospitals to
ensure our safety, we will resume
work. The agitating doctors are
not sitting at home but waiting on
the hospital premises.”
TV channels reported that as
many as 18 doctors of the general
medicine department of the College of Medicine & Sagore Dutta
Hospital had offered to resign,
saying it had become impossible
to run services in the absence of
junior doctors. However, hospital
authorities did not respond to
phone calls.
A section of the nursing staff

joined the agitation at SSKM Hospital. Ananda Kishore Pal, an
orthopaedic of SSKM Hospital,
said senior doctors stood in solidarity with their junior colleagues, who took out a silent procession from the hospital premises in the afternoon.
“Junior doctors are the mainstay in any hospital. They are on
call round the clock and form
about 80% of the medics on the
campus,” said a doctor of Howrah
district hospital, requesting anonymity.
Opposition leaders reacted
sharply. “The chief minister is
threatening doctors and ruining
healthcare services to protect her
committed voters,” alleged BJP
Bengal unit president Dilip
Ghosh. Banerjee said she had
instructed Kolkata police commissioner Anuj Sharma to
resume the practice of posting
full-fledged police pickets in
every hospital.
(With agency inputs)

Hold polls to 2 Guj RS seats together: Cong
HT Correspondent

ing them to send some of their
goods into the US free of import
duty. India was the biggest beneficiary of the programme until it
was axed by the Trump administration earlier this month for
obstinate refusal to open its markets to American medical devices
and dairy products.
The Trump administration is
also understood to be considering
other trade actions to force the
issue. “I do hope, and remain
open – and we remain open to dialogue, and hope that our friends
in India will drop their trade barriers,” Pompeo said.
Pompeo also plans to raise the
issue of data localisation stemming from a 2018 Indian decision
— by the Reserve Bank of India
first but to be codified by the new
Parliament as part of a package —
mandating digital payment services to store data on Indian consumers on servers located in
India as protection against data
breaches and privacy violations.
US companies and the USIBC,
Pompeo’s host Wednesday, have
opposed the move. “We’ll also
push for free flow of data across
borders, not just to help American companies, but to protect
data and secure consumers’ privacy,” Pompeo said.
He added that he planned to
raise the issue of 5G as well. It
could not be immediately ascertained if that meant Pompeo will
push India to prevent the Chinese
telecom giant Huawei from its 5G
network plans as has the US over
concerns about the company’s
independence from the Chinese
government. India is set to decide
soon if it will allow Huawei to participate in 5G trials ahead of an
auction of spectrum.

declared on different days. EC
has not made any announcement
on whether the polls will be held
together or separately.
While Shah was declared
elected from Gandhinagar on
May 23, the formal announcement of Irani’s victory — she
defeated Congress chief Rahuil
Gandhi — came a day later.
“You cannot use a technicality
that some figures were known on
May 23 and some on 24 May and
therefore you will have the Rajya
Sabha elections separately,” Congress spokesperson Abhishek
Manu Singhvi told a news conference at the party headquarters in
New Delhi.
“If you have one election today
and one after two weeks, four
weeks, six weeks, then you will

enable the ruling party legislators to simply cross 51% in Gujarat and elect one in the first
round and one in the second
round, which is held after
weeks,” he added.
The BJP has 104 legislators in
the 182-member Gujarat assembly and the Congress’s strength
stands at 70. As of now, there are
seven vacancies in the Gujarat
assembly bringing the strength
down to 175. A party will need 61
first-preference votes to get a
Rajya Sabha seat.
If the elections are held separately, the BJP will win both the
seats, otherwise the Congress
could bag one, Singhvi said. “It
will be unconstitutional and illegal. This would be playing with
the MLAs’ mandate,” he argued.

Singhvi also said that holding
elections on separate days would
be completely contrary to the
convention set in Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab.
“Whenever you have two seats
in a state going vacant, elections
are held together. My apprehension can be proved unfounded by
a two-line statement, immediately, today or tomorrow, by the
EC that there are no intentions of
having separate elections for the
two seats,” Singhvi said.
BJP spokesperson Sanjay
Mayukh said the decision to
schedule polls is taken by the
election commission and not by
the party or the government. “We
have no role to play in scheduling
polls, it is the domain of the election commission,” he said.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has convened an all-party meeting on
June 16, a day before the 17th Lok
Sabha meets for the first time.
The meeting, which will be
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is an attempt by the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to reach out to opposition
parties for support in the passage
of crucial bills, including the triple talaq bill.
While the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance has 353
members in the 545-seat Lok
Sabha, it only has 102 members in
the 245-seat Rajya Sabha. It will
need the support of other parties
in the Upper House for the passage of bills, including the The
Central Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Teachers Cadre)
Bill, 2019, and Aadhaar and Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019.
The government has been
reaching out to opposition parties, including the Congress and
the Trinamool Congress. On
June 7, Union agriculture and
rural development minister Narendra Singh Tomar, parliamentary affairs minister Pralhad
Joshi and his minister of state
Arjun Ram Meghwal met UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi at her
residence. The newly-constituted
BJP parliamentary party executive committee, led by PM, will
also meet on June 16.

Imran: If both govts decide,
Kashmir issue can be solved
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Pakistan Prime Minis-

ter Imran Khan has said he hopes
his Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi will use the big mandate he
won in the recent elections to
improve bilateral relations and
usher in peace in the region.
The two countries should
focus on peace and resolving
their differences through dialogue, and even issues such as
Kashmir can be resolved if the
two governments decide to tackle
it, Khan said in an interview with
Russia’s state-run Sputnik news
agency.
Tensions flared between India
and Pakistan in February after a
suicide attack by the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) at Pulwama in
Kashmir killed 40 Central
Reserve Police Force troopers.
Khan and Modi exchanged tweets
after the general elections and the
Pakistani leader sent a congratulatory message to the Indian premier. However, there are no signs
of a resumption of contact
between the two sides.
“And so our emphasis should
be peace, resolving our differences through dialogue. And our
main difference with India is
Kashmir. And if the heads of two
countries resolve, if two governments decide, this issue can be
resolved,” Khan said.
“But, unfortunately, we have
not had much success from India
so far. But we hope that the current PM has one big mandate, we
hope that he will use this mandate
to develop better relationship and
bring peace in the subcontinent.”
Khan contended that Pakistan
had tried to improve relations
even before India’s polls in April-

AIRSPACE BAN
EXTENDED
TILL JUNE 28

LAHORE: Pakistan on
Thursday extended its
airspace ban along its
eastern border with
India for the third time
till June 28, according to
a notice issued by the
country’s Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA). The
notice issued to airmen
on Thursday said: “Pakistani airspace will be
closed until June 28
along its eastern border
with India. The
Panjgoor airspace will
remain open for overflying transit flights from
the western side as Air
India had already been
using that airspace.”
Pakistan’s CAA is
expected to review the
situation on June 15. PTI

May but could not made headway
during the electoral campaign.
“We actually tried before the
elections, but unfortunately we
felt that before the elections,
Prime Minister Modi’s party was
building up this hysteria, unfortunately, anti-Pakistan feeling
among its people, appealing to its
right-wing Hindu nationalists,
and so there was no chance of
peace before the elections,” he
said.
With the elections over, Pakistan is hoping the Indian leadership will “avail this opportunity
that Pakistan is offering — that
let’s resolve all our differences
through dialogue”, Khan added.

BJP to soon begin
membership drive
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) has set in motion the
process to elect its new president,
having announced on Wednesday that it will soon launch a
membership drive across the
country.
The BJP conducts a membership drive every three years, after
the term of its president ends.
This is followed by organisational
elections in smaller units and,
finally, the election of the party
chief. The term of incumbent
president Amit Shah ended in
January this year but his team
was given an extension till the
end of the general elections.
A BJP leader, who did not wish
to be named, said Shah was
expected to continue as party
president till the organization
processes – membership drive
and election in states – are over.
“A new president is expected to
take over only around DecemberJanuary,” another BJP leader
said on condition of anonymity.
Former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has been appointed convenor of
the membership drive that aims
to enrol at least 20% new members, BJP national general secretary Bhupendra Yadav said.
The BJP boasts an 11-crorestrong membership base, the
highest for any political party in
India. “The schedule for the
membership drive will be
announced within a week,”
Yadav said. “Four leaders have
been given the responsibility of
assisting Chouhan during the
drive.”

FORMER MP CM SHIVRAJ
SINGH CHOUHAN WILL
LEAD THE MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE THAT AIMS
TO ENROL AT LEAST
20% NEW MEMBERS
The decision was taken at a
meeting of the BJP’s national
office-bearers, being attended by
general secretaries and presidents of state units. Shah is chairing the meeting.
At the meeting, Shah was
quoted as saying the BJP’s huge
victory in the general elections –
it won 303 seats -- was because of
the relentless efforts of party
workers. It was because of their
efforts that the BJP bagged over
50% votes in at least 220 seats,
Yadav said.
Another leader quoted Shah as
saying the BJP had not only
increased it tally but also its margins in the recent election.
According to Yadav, the party
chief told organisational officebearers that “the party has still
not peaked in terms of its electoral performance despite winning the highest-ever 303 seats in
2019”. The BJP’s reach has to be
expanded to new regions and sections of the society, Yadav quoted
Shah as saying.
He said the BJP had increased
its Telangana vote share to 20%
despite not putting up a good
show in the December assembly
elections, and it had to face the
heat in Andhra Pradesh because
of the anti-Chandrababu Naidu
sentiment in that state.

He said the two nuclear-armed
countries cannot think of resolving differences through military
means. “It is madness. So we hope
that now we can progress, use
dialogue to resolve our differences,” he said.
Asked if he thought Russia
could mediate between India and
Pakistan, Khan replied: “Pakistan is looking for any kind of
mediation because Pakistan
believes that progress comes with
peace. And when you have tensions with your neighbours, it
detracts from resources that
could be spent on human beings.
They end up getting spent on
unproductive things like arms.
And so we believe in peace with
all neighbours, especially with
India.”
Khan described the Kartarpur
corridor linking India to a gurdwara where Guru Nanak, the
founder of Sikhism, spent his last
years as “a great initiative from
Pakistan” and said he hoped
“India will respond positively to
these initiatives to further people-to-people contact”. “But,
unfortunately, people-to-people
contact only works when the governments also try to get closer...”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, meanwhile, said Pakistan
was yet to take “concrete action”
on India’s concerns and create an
atmosphere free of terrorism,
which is necessary to facilitate
any possible engagement
between the two sides.
Modi made the remarks when
the issue of Pakistan came up
during his bilateral meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping on
the margins of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Summit in the Kyrgyzstan capital
of Bishkek.

Cong to oppose
certain provisions
of triple talaq bill
HT Correspondent
n
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NEW DELHI: The Congress on

Thursday said it would oppose
certain provisions in the fresh
triple talaq bill that the government is likely to bring in the
upcoming session of Parliament.
“We had raised a number of
fundamental issues. Many of
the contentious issues the government had agreed upon. So,
we had success after a long
time,” Congress national
spokesperson Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said.
“A lot of time would have
been saved had the government
agreed on our points earlier.
Now, one or two issues are left;
for example financial security
for the family on which we will
debate and oppose,” he said.
The bill to ban the practice of
instant triple talaq will be introduced in the budget session,
which begins on Monday to
replace an ordinance issued in
February by the Bharatiya Janata Party-led government.
With the dissolution of the
16th Lok Sabha, the previous
bill had lapsed.
The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill,
which made the practice of
instant triple talaq (talaq-e-biddat) a penal offence, had faced
objections from the opposition
parties, which claimed that jail
term for a man for divorcing his
wife was legally untenable.
The Union Cabinet had
cleared the fresh bill on
Wednesday.

EXPERTS GIVE SUGGESTIONS

Sitharaman holds pre-Budget consultations
HT Correspondent
n
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NEW DELHI: Financial sector and
capital market experts on Thursday suggested that finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman review
interest rates on the government’s small savings schemes
and create a dedicated liquidity
window for non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) to make
cheaper loans available to industry that can boost investments
and accelerate growth.
Commercial banks are unable
to compete with the government’s small savings schemes
such as post office deposits,
National Saving Certificates
(NSC), Public Provident Fund
(PPF) and Sukanya Samriddhi
that offer 8% interest, which is
higher than rates offered by bank
fixed deposits and savings
account deposits (ranging
between 4% and 7.35% depending
on tenure and scheme), government and industry officials
present in the meeting said

requesting anonymity.
The interaction was part of the
finance minister’s pre-budget
consultations with stakeholders
of various sectors. The Budget for
2019-20 is scheduled to be presented on July 5.
Earlier, speaking at a meeting
of the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) in New Delhi on
June 3, Kotak Mahindra Bank
MD and CEO Uday Kotak had
said that more than liquidity, the
high price of liquidity was the
major issue. Banks could not
offer cheaper loans because of
high costs of deposits, mainly to
remain competitive in the same
market where small savings
deposits are more attractive, officials quoted above said.
With a view to give a boost to
the market, the stakeholders submitted several suggestions,
including infusion of capital in
niche and regional banks and
enhancing the role of the Financial Sector Development Council.
They also suggested that the government review banking non-

performing assets (NPAs) provisions by setting-up a committee,
enhance financial literacy programmes, set up Debt Exchange
Traded Fund and incentivise
agricultural marketing.
SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar
said a lot of suggestions had come
regarding infrastructure financing, reviving the economy and
what tax benefits could be given
for encouraging investments in
the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs). Besides
Sitharaman, the meeting was
attended by minister of state for
finance Anurag Thakur and senior finance ministry officials.
Sitharaman held another prebudget consultation with stakeholders of climate change and
infrastructure sector in the evening. The discussion revolved
around issues relating to the need
for more capital requirement to
boost infrastructure sector and
incentives for electric vehicles, a
statement issued by the finance
ministry said.
“With an eye on creating sus-

tainable and stable opportunities, suggestions... included containing the rising cost of infrastructure
projects,
rationalisation of various levies
in infrastructure sector, introduction of tax-free bonds to boost
investment, streamlining of land
acquisition process, creation of
Green Technology Acceleration
Fund, incentivising domestic
manufacturing of solar energy
equipment, fiscal incentives for
development of Electric Vehicles
industry, user development fee
for up-gradation of railway stations, inclusion of telecom towers
in plant and machinery category
for GST purposes, promotion of
non-fossil fuel based energy,
redevelopment of wasteland and
greater emphasis on recycling/
up-cycling of waste material,
imparting Infrastructure Status
to Renewable Energy sector, provisions related to scraping of old
vehicles and incentivising higher
investment in R&D in automobile
sector among others,” the statement said.
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3 booked for UP Bar
Council chief murder
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

AGRA: A day after the gruesome

killing of Uttar Pradesh Bar
Council (UPBC) president Darvesh Yadav, security was tightened at the Agra civil court premises even as Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav met the victim’s family members in Etah and
demanded compensation of ₹ 50
lakh for them from the government.Condemning the incident,
the Samajwadi Party president
sought a probe by a sitting judge
of the high court.
“The trust of common man in
the state government has been
lost because of a spate of crimes
after elections in the state. We are
preparing a list of crimes and
would hand it over to the governor, who is silent on the deteriorating law and order situation,”
Akhilesh Yadav said.
Darvesh Yadav was shot dead
by a colleague, Manish Sharma,
on Agra civil court premises on
Wednesday, three days after she
was elected the state’s first
woman bar council president.
Sharma then shot himself in the
head. The police said, he was
shifted to Medanta Hospital in
Gurgaon where he was operated
upon. He has been put on ventilator and his condition is stated to
be stable. Meanwhile, chief minister Yogi Adityanath said the
government was committed to
providing adequate security on
the high court and district court

›

The trust of the
common man in the
state government has been
lost because of a spate of
crimes after elections...
AKHILESH YADAV ,
Samajwadi Party chief

premises. “Along with the Bar
Council, the Bar Association and
the judiciary, the state government is committed to providing
adequate security on the premises of the high court and the district court.” He added that clearcut instructions in this regard
were given to the state chief secretary and director general of
police. “The government will
take effective steps, keeping in
mind all the parameters of security,” the chief minister said.
Darvesh Yadav was cremated
in her native village Chandpur in
Etah district on Thursday.
Law minister Brajesh Pathak
was present during the cremation and assured full security on
court premises all over state.
“It was a great loss and state
government assures the family
members of Darvesh that all support and justice would be given to
them,” said Pathak. Prashant
Verma, superintendent of police
(city), Agra said: “A platoon of
PAC [Provincial Armed Constabulary], besides state police personnel, was deployed and door

Discourage experts
from making
political comments,
Congress tells BJP

frame metal detectors (DFMD)
were placed at entry gates [of the
court]. Neither lawyers nor their
clients were allowed to take their
vehicles on the court premises.”National Commission for
Women (NCW) chairperson
Rekha Sharma visited the spot
where Darvesh Yadav was shot
dead. Sharma said she would take
up matter with the Bar Council of
India and judiciary and stressed
on self-discipline among the legal
fraternity. “I have talked to eyewitnesses, police and visited the
spot where the incident occurred.
I will send a report to ministry of
home affairs,” Sharma said on
Thursday. In a first information
report (FIR), Darvesh Yadav’s
nephew Sunny named Manish
Sharma, his wife Vandana and
another lawyer Vineet Gulecha
for the murder of his aunt. The
FIR was registered under sections 302 (murder), 120B (collusion) and 507 (threats) of the
Indian Penal Code.
LAWYERS’ PROTEST HITS
COURT WORK
Work in courts across western
UP came to a standstill on Thursday as lawyers protested against
the killing of the state bar council
president. Muzaffarnagar District Bar Association president
Syed Naseer Haider said the incident was condemned by lawyers
in a condolence meeting. The call
for the boycott was given by the
state bar council.
(With agency inputs)

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:

The Congress on
Thursday condemned a statement of former Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
chairman Madhavan Nair that
the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government delayed the
Chandrayaan-2, and asked the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) to discourage such a
trend.
“You have no business to criticise the government...Just
because you find that a particular
political party is out of power or
in power, you can say anything.
This is condemnable,” Congress
spokesperson Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said here.
“Tomorrow some other
scientist may sing the tune of
the Congress when we come
back to power that all things
were delayed by the BJP...,” he
said.
“Unfortunately, this is the
growing culture of this country. It
must be condemned by me and
the BJP also because democracy
of Indian kind cannot flourish if
institutions start thinking on
HTC
these lines.”
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NRC DEADLINE NEARS

Assam looks to form
300 more tribunals
Sadiq Naqvi
n

Syed.Sadiq@htlive.com

HT Correspondent
n

nation

GUWAHATI: The Assam govern-

ment has set in motion the process of increasing the number of
foreigners’ tribunals (FTs) to 400
from the current 100 in the next
six months as the deadline for
the updating the National Register of Citizens (NRC), aimed at
weeding out illegal immigrants,
comes to a close.
The additional FTs, which are
quasi-judicial bodies, will exclusively deal with NRC appeals and
references, officials said on
Thursday. The Supreme Court,
which is monitoring the NRC
update exercise, has set the July
31 deadline to complete the list of
citizens in Assam.
“As decided 200 more foreigners tribunals will be established
by September 1 and another 200
in the subsequent three
months,” said Ashutosh Agnihotri, commissioner, and secretary, home, and political department, adding that ~500 crore has
been approved by the Centre for
the setting up of new FTs. Agnihotri said those whose name do
not figure in the NRC list, which
will be published on or before
July 31, can appeal at the tribunals where they will have to

prove that they are Indian citizens. The state government aims
to increase the number of tribunals to 1,100 in a phased manner.
On June 10, the Gauhati high
court, which monitors the working of the FTs and is responsible
for the selection of their members, gave out an advertisement
inviting applications.
According to the eligibility
criteria, an applicant “will have
to have a fair knowledge of the
official language of Assam and
its historical background giving
rise to foreigners’ issue”.
Once selected by the high
court, the members will be
appointed by the state government. Around 4 million people
were excluded from the NRC
draft published on July 30, 2018.
Of them, around 3.8 lakh people
who did not file claims for inclusion will be referred to the foreigners’ tribunals by the state
government, which will then
adjudicate if these persons are
illegal immigrants or genuine
citizens, according to the officials.
The state government asked
the office of the state coordinator
of the NRC for details of those
who have not filed claims but the
information has not been shared
yet, Agnihotri said.

Hyd teen ‘jumps off’ school building, dies
HYDERABAD: A 14-year-old girl
allegedly committed suicide by
jumping off the fourth floor of
her school building in Hyderabad on Thursday, a day after the
schools opened for the new academic year, city police said.
A student of Class 10, the teenager was the daughter of a civil
contractor. The police said the
teenager went to school as usual,
left her school bag and lunch box,
and then jumped from the window in her classroom located on

the fourth floor. “She sustained
serious injuries to her head and
body. She was immediately
rushed to a corporate hospital
where she was pronounced
dead,” the police said. The school
management told the police that
the incident happened even
before the day’s classes began.
“The reason for her death is
not known. We are investigating
the case,” said LB Nagar inspector Ashok Reddy.
Meanwhile, Andhra Pradesh

Child Rights Association, a non
governmental organisation, said
the police should probe whether
it was a suicide or an accident,
among other possibilities.
The school was shut for the
day, and the students were sent
home. The management is being
questioned by the police. HTC

Deptt. of Woment Empowerment and Child Development, Uttarakhand
State Project Management Unit (Uttarakhand Women and Child Development Society)
Soddowala, Near Nanda Ki Chauki, Chakrata Road, Dehradun
Phone/Fax: 0135-2775992, 2775713, Email: spmu.wecd.uk@gmail.com

Ref. No./2721/UWCDS/2019.20

Advertisement No. 4/2019

Date 13 June 2019

Request for Proposal for Helpline Management, Implementation & Technology
partnership for take up/Adoption of Existing National Women Helpine-181

Ministry of Women & Child Development, Govt. of India has launched a scheme
for Women Helpline 181 for women in distress to support women affected by any
violence, in private/public places, within the family, community and at the workplace. This helpline will be integrated with all the helplines and Schemes implemented by central and state government like One Stop Centre (OSC). State initiativeNirbhaya etc.
The agency willing to participate in the bid for the assignment should fulfil the
following criteria:• The agency/organization/Institutions/Trust should be registered under the
Indian Society Registration Act/Company Act/Indian Trust Act for a minimum of
three years.
• The agency should have a minimum turnover of Rs. 50 lakhs on an average for
the last three financial years.
• The agency should have experience of undertaking similar assignments with
State of Central government agencies (supporting documents to be submitted).
• The agency should have qualified, experienced & porfessional human resourecs
in the required sectors.
• The agency/trust/firm should not have been blacklisted by any Central/State
Government and Public Sector (Affidavit should be enclosed).
• The agencies that are involved in any legal matter with Department of Women
Empowerment & Child Development. and if the judgement is pending should not
be considered. (Affidavit should be enclosed).
Interested Agencies are requested to submit their proposal at the office of SPMU
(UWCDS), Deptt. of WECD Uttarakhand at Suddhowala, Premnagar, Near Nanda ki
Chowki, Dehradun by 28th June, 2019 till 5.00 PM. The RFP and further details can be
obtained from the website www.wecd.uk.gov.in and SPMU office on any working day
from 14th to 28th may 2019 on payment of Rs. 500/- +18% GST in form of demand
Draft in the favour of Director/Vice Chairperson, UWCDS, payable at Dehradun.
The guidelines for implementation of scheme of WHL-181 can be downloaded
from website www.wecd.uk.gov.in & www.wcd.nic.in. The UWCDS/Committee is
reserves the right to accept or reject any of the proposals without any reason therof.
Director/Vice Chairperson

TENDER NOTICE

2

UHBVN

3

UHBVN

4

UHBVN KURUKSHETRA

5

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
PANCHKULA

6

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
GURUGRAM
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
YAMUNA NAGAR JAGADHRI
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
YAMUNA NAGAR JAGADHRI

7
8

9

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
DHARUHERA

10 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
DHARUHERA
11 MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
KALANAUR
12 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
ROHTAK
13 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
GURUGRAM
14 HPGCL

15 KURUKSHETRA
DEVELOPMENT BOARD
16 HARTRON
17 CONFED

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER
RELEASE OF TUBE WELL CONNECTIONS (AGRICULTURE) BY
ERECTING NEW TRANSFORMERS/11 KV LINE/LT
LINE/AUGMENTATION OF TRANSFORMERS IN THE JURISDICTION
OF OPERATION CIRCLES UNDER UHBVN
HIRING OF ADDITIONAL 2 NOS,. PERMIT PVT VEHICLES FOR USE
OF COMPLAINT CENTRE AT JAGADHRI
HIRING OF 1 NO VEHICLE FOR THE OFFICE OF XEN/VIGILACE HPU'S
ROHTAK
HIRING OF VEHICLE THROUGH OURSOURCING POLICY FOR SE OP
CIRCLE,
CONSTRUCTION OF OFFICE BUILDING FOR M.C. PANCHKULA AT
PLOT NO.IP-3, SECTOR-3 PANCHKULA UNDER CM
ANNOUNCEMENT CODE NO.19916 DATED 01.08.2017
RENOVATION/CONSTRUCTION OF ANGANWADI CENTRE AT
VILLAGE TIGRA, WARD NO-26, ZONE-IV, MCG + 2 OTHER WORKS
SUPPLY, INSTALLATIN TESTING AND COMMISSIONIG OF SILENT D
G SET 45 KVA IN OFFICE BUILDING + 1 OTHER WORK
PROVIDING AND FIXING OF 250 NOS LED STREET LIGHT
LUMINIARES ALONG WITH LAYING OF STREET LIGHT LINE AT
VARIOUS LOCATION IN WARD NO.16 MC YAMUNANAGAR(RECALL)
+ 5 OTHER WORKS
CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD/STREET FROM H/O GHANSHYAM TO H/O
INDERPAL WITH 80MM THICK INTERLOCKING PAVER BLOCK, M-40
WARD NO.2 + 7 OTHER WORKS
PROVIDING OF ONE MECHANICAL DUMPER FOR DUMPING OF
GARBAGE FROM THE VARIOUS POINT IN DHARUHERA CITY TO
RAMSINGHPURA(APPROX DISTANCE 32KM ONE SIDE)
CATCHING OF MONKEY FAR AWAY FROM MUNICIPAL AREA
KALANAUR
HIRING OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT FIRM FOR M.C.ROHTAK
COSNTRCUTION OF RMC M-40 ROAD FROM GHASOLA CHOWK
TOWARDS GHASOLA VILLAGE, WARD NO-26
ARC FOR HYGIENIC CLEAINIG SWEEPING ETC FROM MAIN PLANT
BUIDING AND COMMON AUX BUILDING OF UNIT-7 & 8 PTPS
PANIPAT
SPECIAL REPAIR OF SRIKRISHNA MUSEUM AND CANTEEN IN SRI
KRISHNA MUSEUM AND BOUNDARY WALL, GATE OF NURSERY
WEST SIDE OF B/SAROVAR + 2 OTHER WORKS
SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF FIRING SIMULATOR 6 LANE + 15
OTHER WORKS
E-TENDER ARE INVITED ON THE PRESCRIBED TENDER FORM
FROM REPUTED AND FINANCIALLY SOUND TRANSPORTERS
PREFERABLY DOING SAME BUSINESS IN DISTRICTS FOR THE
PERIOD FROM 01.07.2019 TO 31.03.2020

OPENING DATE
AMOUNT / EMD
WEBSITE OF THE BOARD
CLOSING DATE (TIME) (APPROX.) IN RUPEES
CORP./AUTH
CLOSING
10 LACS
www.uhbvn.org.in
03.07.2019

CLOSING
18.06.2019
CLOSING
28.06.2019
CLOSING
27.06.2019
14.06.2019
30.06.2019

6000 PER VEHICLE

www.uhbvn.org.in

12.06.2019
24.06.2019
12.06.2019
19.06.2019
12.06.2019
21.06.2019

6000

www.uhbvn.org.in

6000 EACH

uhbvn.org.in

EST 2627.52 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

3.35 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL
0172-2570431
cgmpdcuhbvn@gmail.com

93156-09707
xenopuhbvnjagadhri@gmail.com
xenvigilrohtak@uhbvn.org.in
9315457364
xenopuhbvnkurukshetra@gmail.com
0172-2583695
mcpanchkula@gmail.com

1.

The Haryana Public Service Commission invites applications from the Haryana Government Employees (Group 'C'
Services) to fill up 18 vacancies of HCS (Ex. Br.) (including one vacancy which is reserved for persons with
disability-HH Category) through Register A - II against the vacancies of the year 2019 in terms of the Rule 10 of Haryana
Civil Service (Executive Branch) Rules - 2008. The eligible / willing employees can apply for these posts through
applications which shall be submitted to the Commission by the Heads of Departments of Haryana through their
Administrative Secretaries in the prescribed Form-I, alongwith summary of Annual Confidential Reports grading and
integrity certificated duly signed by the recommending authorities.
2. Detailed advertisement, format of all the proforma, copy of Rule 10 of HCS (Executive Branch) Rules 2008 as amended
by vide Notification No. GSR 3/Const./Art. 309/2019 dated 04.01.2019 and syllabus notified vide No. 42/2/2018- 5SII
dated 01.05.2019 are available on Commission's website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in.
Note:
1. The eligible / willing employees (Group - C) of Haryana Government are informed to download the detailed
advertisement, syllabus alongwith other proforma before applying for the aforesaid posts.
2. The recommendation received after the closing date will not be accepted by the Commission in any circumstances.
3. The application form sent directly by the concerned employees or by the subordinate Authority without the
recommendation of the Administrative Secretaries will not be entertain by the Commission.
4. The Written Examination is likely to be conducted by the Commission in the 3rd week of July, 2019 (Tentatively).
This Announcement is also available on Commission's website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 12.06.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
76882
Panchkula

It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates who had applied against 01 post of Deputy General
Manager (Market Research, post Harvesting Management and Training of Farmer's and Board's Personnel) (Class-I) in
Haryana State Agricultural Marketing Board, Panchkula in response to the Advertisement No. 3 (8) of 2017 published on
07.12.2017 in various newspapers that the candidature of the candidates having Name with Reg./Roll No. as mentioned in the
list attached to this announcement is liable for rejection. This announcement has been displayed on Commission's Website
i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in.
The candidature of the candidates mentioned in List-1 displayed on Commission's website is liable for rejection on
account of non-submission of Printed/Hard Copy of online application form alongwith required documents and the candidature
of the candidates mentioned in List-II is liable for rejection on account of non submission of hard copy of online application
form within a stipulated period i.e. closing date for submission of hard copy was 17.09.2018. The candidature of candidates
mentioned in the List--III is liable for rejection due to various other reasons which will be communicated to them separately.
The candidates mentioned in the List-II can submit their representations, if any, against the proposed rejection along with
documentary proof/evidence of having submitted the relevant documents well before the closing date i.e. 17.09.2018 and
candidates in List-Ill can submit representation against the proposed rejection within a period of 10 days from the date of
publication of this announcement i.e. upto 05:00 P.M on dated 21.06.2019 failing which no representation will be entertained
and the decision in this regard shall he made on merit as per available record
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 12.06.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76882

9821395123
ee4@mcg.gov.in
9818656867
xen.mcynr@gmail.com
9818656867
xen.mcynr@gmail.com

9.12 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

54.78 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

12.06.2019
25.06.2019

243.77

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

01274-242692
secy.mc.dharuhera@gmail.com

12.06.2019
25.06.2019

2.33 P.M

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

01274-242692
secy.mc.dharuhera@gmail.com

12.06.2019
20.06.2019

5000

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

13.06.2019
20.06.2019
11.06.2019
21.06.2019
07.06.2019
05.07.2019

NIL

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

01258223180
municipalcommitteekalanaur
@gmail.com
saomcr@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENT

CLOSING
24.06.2019
14.06.2019
10.07.2019
14.06.2019
20.06.2019

61821

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

1.15 CRORE

www.hpgcl.org.in

22.32 LACS

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

01744270187
kdbkkr@gmail.com

17.97 CRORE

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

AS DECIDED BY DLTC

https://haryana
eprocurement.gov.in

0172-2720113
agmhardwaredivision@gmail.com
01746-222224

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
76860

Recruitment for the posts of HCS (Ex. Br.) from Register A - II of
Members of Group - ‘C’ for the year 2019

ANNOUNCEMENT

HARYANA GOVERNMENT
SR.
NAME OF
No.
BOARD/CORP./AUTH
1 UHBVN

Date of Publication: 13.06.2019
Closing date: 08.07.2019
(upto 05:00 PM)

9821395213
ee4@mcg.gov.in
0180-2566015
xenmtcplg1@gmail.com

For HCS (Ex. Br.) & other Allied Services Main Exam - 2017
It is hereby announced for the information of the candidates who have been declared qualified for HCS (Ex. Br.) & other
Allied Services Main Examination - 2017 (Advt. No. 3 / 2018) that the format of application form and relevant instructions for
the Main Written Examination have been uploaded on the Commission's website. The candidates can download the application
form alongwith instructions from the Commission's website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in w.e.f. 13.06.2019 by filling the required
details on the given link. The last date of submission of duly filled in application form alongwith all the certificates & supporting
documents is 02.07.2019 (08.07.2019 for candidates belonging to forward remote areas).
Further the candidates are directed to submit their application form complete in all respect on or before 02.07.2019 by
Personal Delivery against proper receipt at Reception Counter of Commission's office, Bays No. 1-10, Block - B, Sector - 4,
Panchkula OR through Registered / Speed Post.
The application forms received late either through Registered / Speed Post or by personal delivery will be rejected
straightway and no correspondence in this regard will be entertained by the Commission in any circumstances. Therefore, the
candidates are advised to download and send their application forms duly filled in at the earliest without waiting for the last
hours.
Besides above, in case, candidate feels that he / she has filled up the form erroneously, he / she can fill up a fresh
application form alongwith all requisite documents supported by an application stating therein that this application form may
be treated as final and his / her earlier application form may be treated as cancelled. Such subsequent form must reach on or
before 02.07.2019 in the Commission's office failing which the same will not be entertained.
Notes:
1. This announcement is also available on Commission's website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in.
2. No application form will be accepted through online or by E-Mail.
3. The exact schedule of Main Examination will be communicated in due course of time.
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 12.06.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76882
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Encephalitis kills 7 more
children, toll reaches 50
Ruchir Kumar and Khwaja Jamal
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUZAFFARPUR: Seven more children died of acute encephalitis
syndrome in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur district on Thursday, taking
the death toll from the vectorborne disease to 50, officials at the
government-run Sri Krishna
Medical College Hospital
(SKMCH) said.
Although Bihar’s principal
secretary, health, Sanjay Kumar,
put the death toll at 47 [till 10 am],
SKMCH medical superintendent
Dr Sunil Kumar Shahi said three
more deaths were reported in the
afternoon. Of the 145 patients of
AES admitted at the hospital this
year, 34 are still undergoing treatment, Dr Shahi added.
Encephalitis is a viral infection
which causes mild flu-like symptoms such as fever and headache.
Of the 50 deaths, 48 have been
reported in June, prompting the
Centre to dispatch a seven-member team to the state. The team on
Thursday held a meeting with
SKMCH officials after examining
patients, scrutinising treatment
protocol and collecting serum
samples, doctors said.
“The central team is of the
opinion that maximum cases
reported are due to ‘encephalopathy’. It approved our treatment
protocol,” said Dr Sunil Kumar
Shahi, SKMCH superintendent.
The team asked SKMCH
authorities to set up a separate
research wing under the departments of microbiology and

WHAT IS
ACUTE
ENCEPHALITIS
SYNDROME
n AES is characterised by

n

Children suffering from AES at a paediatric ward of Sri Krishna Medical
College and Hospital in Muzaffarpur on Thursday. PARWAZ KHAN/ HT PHOTO

pathology to study the disease.
“The team advised us to preserve
serum samples of patients and
examine them after 15 days, and
do a follow-up,” added Dr Shahi.
It also proposed to increase the
bed strength of paediatric intensive care unit at the SKMCH,
from existing 14 to 100, the superintendent said. The team has
been asked to submit a report to
director-general health services.
Over 154 cases of AES have

been reported from 11 districts of
the state.
DOCTORS TREAT
PATIENTS ON FLOOR
MUZAFFARPUR: So chock-a-block
are the wards at Muzaffarpur’s
Sri Krishna Medical College Hospital with patients suffering from
acute encephalitis syndrome that
doctors are being forced to treat
children on the floor.
At least 43 of the 50 deaths due

an acute onset of fever
and a change in mental
status
n Its symptoms include
headache, fever, aches,
fatigue, slurred speech,
seizures and coma
n Among children,
symptoms include
nausea, body stiffness,
poor feeding
n It has a high death rate,
especially in children
below 15 years of age
n A person suffering from
AES can die within
hours
n Those who survive tend
to have some form of
disability

to AES in Bihar have taken place
at this hospital, with Muzaffarpur being the epicentre of the outbreak. Ten other districts have
also been affected. Sri Krishna
hospital medical superintendent
Sunil Kumar Shahi said, “We
have an in-patient bed strength of
only 610 whereas the number of
patients admitted to our hospital
is around 876. We do not refuse
any patient, so we put mattresses
to treat them on the floor.”

Three IS suspects
held, TN module
‘mastermind’ sent
to judicial custody

Guj escapes Cyclone Vayu,
but faces heavy rainfall

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/CHENNAI: A

NEWDELHI:Cyclone Vayu changed

National Investigation Agency
(NIA) court sent the alleged mastermind of a Tamil Nadu IS module to judicial custody, even as the
police arrested three suspected
ISIS supporters in Coimbatire on
Thursday.
The NIA alleged Mohamed
Azarudeen (32) was the leader of
IS’ Tamil Nadu module and maintained a Facebook page “KhilafaGFX” to attract youngsters to
the IS ideology. The agency also
questioned five of his associates
even as raids continued for the
second day in various parts of
Tamil Nadu.
The NIA alleged Azarudeen
was a key operative of the terror
outfit. “He has been a Facebook
friend of Sri Lankan suicide
bomber Zahran Hashim and
other members of the module
have been sharing radical contents attributed to Hashim over
social media,” the NIA said.
They were allegedly in touch
with Riyas Abubacker, another
IS suspect a week after the Easter
bombings in Sri Lanka, it said.
The IS had claimed responsibility for the serial bombings in
Sri Lanka on April 21. A total of
258 people were killed and 500
injured in the terror attacks in
the island nation.
Police said Azarudeen and his
five associates were into various
trades ranging from jewellery to
running a travels agency to selling honey. Following NIA raids
Tamil Nadu, the police also
searched some of their
HTC
premises.

its course Thursday and began
moving away from the Gujarat
coast, even as high-speed winds
and heavy rain in coastal areas
continued, officials said.
With a wind speed of up to 180
kmph, the cyclone lay 100 kms
southwest of Probandar on
Thursday evening. According to
the India Meteorological Department (IMD), the cyclone was to
hit the Gujarat coast in the afternoon.Several districts of the
state, including Gir, Somnath,
Junagarh, Porbandar and
Dwarka were affected because of
the cyclone and witnessed heavy
to extremely heavy rainfall to
Saurashtra and Kutch. These
areas are likely to receive heavy
to extremely heavy rainfall on
Friday as well. The state received

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

4.4 mm of rainfall on a single day
on Thursday, 76% more than the
2.5 mm average it receives in a
day in mid-June. However, the
delayed onset of monsoon and the
slowed progression because of
the cyclone developing the next
day means that Gujarat still faces
a long deficiency of -78% when it
comes to the total rainfall it
should have received till June 13.
The cyclone will be monitored
till it dissipates. “We are monitoring the movement of the cyclone.
It was to hit in the morning but
luckily for Gujarat, it has veered
off. We get information from IMD
before any cyclone makes landfall. We have called back
fishermen and ensured that there
is no boat sailing in the sea. All
fishing boats off Gujarat coast are
back in the harbor,” said DIG
Coast Guard, Iqbal Singh
Chauhan to news agency ANI.
State authorities have already

evacuated three lakh people
from low-lying areas .
The low pressure system had
started forming over the Arabian
Sea on Sunday and intensified to
become a cyclone with wind
speeds of up to 100 kmph on
Tuesday. Although the cyclone
brought rain to states on the western coast – Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Goa, and Gujarat –
it halted the progress of the monsoon. “The cyclone will bring
rains to the Western coasts,
including Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka and Gujarat. Rainfall
will also continue in Kerala,
where the monsoon has already
arrived. However, the interior
parts of India will have to wait a
little longer for the monsoons,
which will resume only after
cyclone Vayu fizzles out completely,” said Dr K Sathi Devi, a
senior scientist at IMD.
(with agency inputs)

S E A R C H F O R M I S S I N G M O U N TA I N E E R S

32-member team launches fresh ops
NAINITAL:A 32-member team set off

from Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh
on Thursday in search of the
eight mountaineers, who were
attempting to climb Nanda Devi
East peak and went missing on
May 25.
Vijay Kumar Jogdande, district magistrate, Pithoragarh,
said the team comprising members from Indo-Tibetan Border
Police, State Disaster Response
Force and National Disaster
Response Force left Pithoragarh
town on Thursday morning for
Munsiyari, about 132 km from the

district headquarters. “On Friday, the team will be airlifted
from Munsiyari, by an MH 17 helicopter and airdropped at Nanda
Devi second base camp,” he said.
Jogdande said at the second
base camp located at the height of
4,800 metres, the team members
will undertake daily climbs to
acclimatise for the next four to
five days.
“Following their acclimatisation, the team will try for retrieving the bodies of the 8 missing
mountaineers, including four
Britishers, two Americans, one

Indian and one Australian. They
will try to retrieve these bodies
located on the eastern slope of
Nanda Devi at a height of around
5,000 metres, around 500 metres
below the Nanda Devi East
Peak,” he said.
Twelve mountaineers had
gone for an expedition to climb
eastern peak of Nanda Devi,
India’s second highest mountain.
The climbers had left Munsiyari
on May 13 to climb Nanda Devi
East but they did not return to the
base camp on the scheduled date
HTC
of May 25.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB

RURAL DEVELOPMENT &
PANCHAYATS DEPARTMENT
NOTICE INVITING ONLINE BIDS
Tender Notice No.: PRD/P/2019/22
Date: 13-06-19
Authority:- Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj PW (C&M)
Division, Patiala.
Name of Work:-

Sr.
No.

Description of Work 1. EMD
2. Tender fee (in Rs.)

Cost of
Work

1. Renovation,
1) Rs.34,000/Rs.
Upgradation & Allied
17,00,000/2) Rs.5,000
Works of Pond at
Village Gharam Block
Bhunerheri Distt.
Patiala.
Date of opening of bid:24-06-2019
For detail terms and conditions of notice inviting bids refer to
website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
Corrigendum, if any. will be issued on website only.
Sd/-, Executive Engineer,
Panchayati Raj P.W. Division, Patiala.
5232

Together We Can

Recovery & Legal Section, Circle Ofﬁce,
2nd Floor, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh
Ph. No. 0172-2602431, 2663733

MEGA E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

CORRIGENDUM
This refers to our earlier publication in
Hindustan Times & Rozana Spokesman
dated 13.06.2019. Branch Ofﬁce - SARM
Chandigarh Branch - Borrower - M/s
Padam Cars Pvt. Ltd., M/s Oriental Wine,
M/s Citizen Wine. The Reserve Price &
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)may be read
as under:Lot-I: Reserve Price: Rs. 7.80 Crores &
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 0.78 Crores.
Lot-II: Reserve Price: Rs. 6.28 Crores &
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 0.63 Crores
Lot-III: Reserve Price: Rs. 1.22 Crores &
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 0.13 Crores
Lot-IV: Reserve Price: Rs. 3.53 Crores &
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 0.36 Crores
Lot-V: Reserve Price: Rs. 3.25 Crores &
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 0.33 Crores
Other terms & condition will remain same.
Date: 13.06.2019
AUTHORIZED
Place: Chandigarh
OFFICER
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Good news in
a bad season

No one can discount military power
The government’s national security strategies
must be based on a long-term vision

The fall in global oil prices could
benefit the Indian economy

A

DS
HOODA

mid a bevy of negative economic news, New
Delhi can take comfort in the present slump in
oil prices. In the first quarter of this year, oil prices rose over a third. There was talk of $100-abarrel and growth downgrades for importers
like India. Events

seemed to only strengthen the case for

ourtake

a price spike: mismanagement by Venezuela and sanctions against Iran cut supply by over two million
barrels a year, the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Nations
held to earlier production curbs, and the proxy war between Tehran and Riyadh escalated. Instead, global oil prices have fallen to
the low 60s and one crude variety hit $52 a barrel. With some analysts speaking of oil prices softening all the way into 2020, India
could be a huge beneficiary given its problematic standing as the
world’s fastest growing importer of oil.
The reason oil prices are in free fall is not supply, but demand.
The assumption that the United States, China and India – the
world’s three biggest oil consumers – would keep burning ever
increasing amounts has proven false. US oil consumption has
been falling while China’s economy is slowing down. India’s
growth in the coming year is likely to be less than robust. The
US’s trade wars are putting brakes on growth worldwide.
India should be thankful for more than the obvious gains like
a reduced trade deficit, a more stable exchange rate, more fiscal

A

fter weeks of heated political
activity,PrimeMinisterNarendra Modi has led the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to an
unprecedented victory. The
Cabinet has been sworn in, and
itisnowthetimeforrobustgovernance.After
aperiodofrapidlychangingdefenceministers
inSouthBlock,itishopedthatRajnathSingh,
awise andmatureleader,willprovidestabilityandvisionrequiredtotacklethenumerous
security challenges facing our country.
The increasing rivalry
betweenmajorpowersdominatestheinternationallandscape. The bitter trade war
between the United States
(US) and China has both an
INDIA@75
economicaswellasstrategic
dimension. The US ban on
importofoilfromIranandweaponsfromRussia could leave India having to make some
verytoughchoices.AndevenasUS President
Donald Trump tweets, “Great things are in
store for the US-India partnership with the
return of PM Modi at the helm”, there is a
veiledthreatfromaStateDepartmentofficial
that if India went ahead with the S-400 deal
[with Russia], “it will have serious implications on the defence ties” between the two
countries.
Our neighbourhood remains troubled. A
hostile Pakistan continues to patronise antiIndiaterrorgroups,andAfghanistanismired
inviolence,with2018recordingthemaximum

civiliandeathssince2009.Thethreatoftransnational terror to the subcontinent was
broughthomewiththeEasterbombingsinSri
Lanka.ThiswasfollowedbytheIslamicState
announcingtheestablishmentofanewprovincein Indiacalled “Wilayah ofHind”. There
is only a minimal footprint of Al-Qaeda and
the Islamic State in India, but it requires just
oneextremistlonewolftocreatemayhemand
panic.
Strategic competition with China is our
most significant security challenge. Two rising neighbours, with an unsettled border,
makes for an unstable combination, particularly when one State is significantly more
powerful than the other. As John Mearsheimer points out in his book, The Tragedy
of Great Power Politics, “when you have
power asymmetries, the strong are hard to
deterwhentheyarebentonaggression”.Iam
not suggesting that we are staring down the
barrel at an India-China conflict, but if the capability gap
between the two countries
continuestoexpand,resisting
Chinese coercion would
become difficult.
Jammu and Kashmir continues to be our biggest internal security challenge. Events in this state
havethepotentialtosparkoffalimitedconflagration between India and Pakistan, as was
almost witnessed during the Balakot airstrikes.Today,counterterrorism operations
are restricted to only a few districts in the
KashmirValley,butthefalloutoftheseoperationsresonatesineverycornerofIndia.Similarly,thebrandingofallKashmirisasanti-nationaladdstothealienationofthelocalpopulation and provides fodder to the elements
who aresystematically engaged in radicalising the youth.
In1990,JosephNyeputforththeideaofsoft
power as an important force in international

agenda
2022
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The Indian Army’s T-90 tanks pass the saluting base at Rajpath during the 70th Republic
MOHD ZAKIR/HT PHOTO
Day Parade, New Delhi, January 26

relations. There is no doubt thatin thisinformation age, soft power has its uses, but military power still remains the most essential
component of a State’s ability to defend its
national interests. The military capability of
acountryisjudgedintermsofitsdefencebudget, weapon systems inventory, force structure,humanresourcemanagement,training
standards,doctrines,defenceindustrialbase,
research and development efforts, and the
nature of civil-military relations. India’s
shortfallinmanyoftheseareasiswellknown
and documented.
These are some of the crucial challenges
thatSinghfaces,buttheseareneithernewnor
unknown. The real key to success will lie in
formulating coherent and comprehensive
strategies, and this is where Singh can draw
somevaluablelessonsfromtheperformance
of the National Democratic Alliance 1.0.
The previous government has had some
significantachievementsinforeignpolicyand
has displayed a firm resolve in dealing with
terrorismemanatingfromPakistan.Thiswas
a major plank on which it had a resounding

electoral victory. However, its record in taking reformist, long-term steps is somewhat
patchy. That is the reason that there have
beennohigherdefencereforms,MakeinIndia
has had limited success, Kashmir is on the
boil, and relations with Pakistan are at an
absolute low.
Thereisalso a criticismthat manyactions
ofthegovernmentwereundertakenmorefor
an immediate, visible impact rather than
being part of a comprehensive strategic
framework.Thereissometruthinthis,butto
be fair, this is the reality of our digital age,
where popular sentiment spills out on social
mediaanddemandsinstantgratification.Politicians cannot ignore this. In this backdrop,
therealtest forSinghwillbeinlooking atour
national security challenges as issues that
could outlast his government, and crafting
strategies with a long-term vision.
(This is part of a series of articles on India’s priorities as
we head towards 75 years of Independence)
DS Hooda is former General Officer Commanding-inChief of the Indian Army’s Northern Command.
The views expressed are personal

space, lower inflation and reduced interest rates. But a more useful fallout may be the end of the oil fix between Saudi Arabia and

The Union budget must
incentivise long-term
household savings

NEWROADMAP

Russia which had artificially boosted prices over the past year.
These two countries had agreed to cut oil production with the
hope of boosting prices into the $80-90 a barrel range. But this has
not worked out as planned and many oil producers now want to
cut loose. Moscow has signalled it can live with oil in the $50 to
$60 range. Riyadh prefers something closer to $80 to $90. The two
sides have begun to spar and the end of this cartel within a cartel

High investment and an economic boom during the
2003-08 period were aided by a strong savings rate

arrangement could be the best reassurance for India that oil will
remain affordable. Russia has already warned of a new normal
of $40 a barrel if the market continues on its present path.
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Mining in India needs
a humane approach
TheChhattisgarhprotestsshowjusthow
importantitistotakepeople’sconsent

O

pposition from local population to big development projects has now become de rigeur, the latest being coal
mining in Chhattisgarh. Chief minister Bhupesh Baghel

n

Some critics believe that disruptive, smart and automation-centric manufacturing
capacities are unsuitable for generating mass employment. This is a fallacy

Build an ecosystem, not
just industrial islands
One big hurdle is the availability of the right kind of talent.
Therefore, it is critical to reskill the existing workforce

on Tuesday stopped all work related to iron ore mining in tribal-dominated Dantewada’s Bailadila hills after a five-day pro-

KISHORE
JAYARAMAN

test by tribals who claim the shrine of a goddess is located on
one of the hills and is associated with their faith. Mr Baghel also
ordered an inquiry into the bogus no objection certificates
acquired from gram sabhas (village councils) and illegal felling
of trees in the area. Since the Bailadila hill range is a part of
Schedule V of the Constitution, it is governed by the provisions
of Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, which
makes the consent of gram sabhas mandatory for any development activity. The mining company in question, the National
Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC), is bearing a loss of
~12 crore a day due to the protests.
While the mining companies say that these resources are
needed to fuel the country’s economic engine, the projectaffected tribal communities don’t want to give up the forests
since their lives are dependent on them, and they also share a
cultural bond with the jungles, an issue that policymakers fail
to appreciate. The situation goes out of hand when tribals find
that consent for projects has been given without due legal process. All is this compounded by the fact that India’s compensation and rehabilitation record is bad.
A sustainable mining policy, as laid out in the National Mining Policy 2019, could bring in employment and even benefit the
environment. More importantly, the Indian State and the mining companies must follow the rules in letter and spirit when it
comes to acquiring consent from the people, and also use the
district mineral funds for the betterment of the communities
that are affected by such activities.

HT PHOTO
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ndia’s economic growth in the past two
decadeshasbeenledlargelybytheservices sector, with manufacturing trailing
behind. As the new government aims to
giveIndiaaprominent placeintheglobaleconomic order, manufacturing will revive
growth, increase employment and investmentinthesectors thatwill transformIndia.
What would be the strategy that could help
transformmanufacturingintoakeycontributortotheGDP?Lessonsfromothereconomies
andattemptstoreplicatetheir policies won’t
work for India today. We should chart our
own course.
Let us take a leaf out of the services sector.
Adecade-and-a-halfago,Indiawasamongthe
mostpoorly-connectedcountrieswithaweak
telecominfrastructure.Today,thekindoftelecom penetration India has achieved is
remarkable. How was this achieved? By
choosingtoforegothebuildingoflegacylandline networks first, and instead leapfrogging
directly into mobile and, then, digital telephony. With a strong digital ecosystem and
abundance of trained workers, India is in a
unique position to recast the framework of
manufacturing but this will require a quantum shift in our mindset and approach. The
most important requirement is shunning of
the cost arbitrage mindset and moving to
value arbitrage as the goal.
Historically, India has attracted global
technology largely in areas where there is a
huge domestic market to serve. The automobileindustryisanexample.Allglobalplayers
are in India, but chiefly to serve an exploding
base of customers, with few using India as a

hubtobuildtheirglobalmanufacturingstrategies.Asacountry,wehaveofferedthemabig
market,andare now in a position to leverage
the capability and capacity to scale up for a
globalmarket.Todayweneedtothinkofshifting the manufacturing strategy from just
domesticconsumption to export-ledgrowth,
magnifyingthebenefitsofforeignanddomestic investments.
Ourapproachshouldbethatofbuildingan
ecosystem, not industrial islands. For the
manufacturing sector to thrive, we would
need connected and efficient value chains
spanningrawmaterialproviders,technology
providers, trained workforce at all levels,
multispeciality service providers, research
and development centres and the crucial
logisticsinfrastructure.GivenIndia’sterritorial diversity and distribution of natural
resourcesacrossalargegeography,wecould
wellbebuildinganationalgridwherepartsof
the country are connected through a manufacturing superhighway.
Somecriticsbelievethatdisruptive,smart
and automation-centric manufacturing
capacitiesareunsuitableforgeneratingmass
employment. This is a fallacy. The strategy
isn’t to eliminate jobs but to shift from lowvalue low-skilled jobs to higher value-added
jobs.Whatwefailtorealiseisthatforanysectortosucceedweneedlighthouses.High-end,
worldscale,industrialautomationcapacities
can act like spearheads.
Aswemoveforward,onebighurdlewould
be the availability of the right kind of talent.
Thiswillrequirereskillingtheexistingworkforce.Itneedsaprogressiveeducationsystem
withfocusmoreonexperience-basedlearning
than academic excellence. There could be
incentives in bringing in the right talents to
mould this workforce. We need to challenge
the current models to generate new ideas for
a new India.
Kishore Jayaraman is the president for India and
South Asia, Rolls-Royce
The views expressed are personal

G

ross savings constitute savings of
households, private corporate sector and public sector. Savings by
the household sectors is the most
prominent componentof savings. The large
financing needs of investment in infrastructure require that long-term financial
savings of households to increase and to be
channelled for this need.
This requires reform and development
of the financial sector that can play the role
of this intermediation. The first is the
reform on the savings side. Savings of
Indian households are primarily in shortterm assets. The challenge is to incentivise
these into long-term savings such as insurance and pensions. The Union budget and
tax incentives play a critical role in encouraging households to save in these instruments. Thecoming budgetneeds togive priority to this need.
In a recent paper on Savings and Investment in India co-authored by me along with
Radhika Pandey, we analyse trends in savings and investment in India and the challenges faced in channelling domestic savings into the infrastructure sector where
the needs for long-term funds runs into
thousands of crores of rupees. We argue
that these needs can be met only if infrastructure investment moves away from the
banking system and households save more
in insurance and pension assets and a deep
and well functioning market intermediates
these funds effectively.
A high domestic savings rate has been an
important part of India’s growth story.
High investment and an economic boom
during the 2003-2008 period was supported
by a strong savings rate. The savings rate
surged from 25.9% in 2003 to 36.8% in 2008.
The rise in the aggregate savings rate during the high growth phase from 2003-2008
was driven by savings in the household sector. However since 2012, we have seen a
decline in the aggregate savings rate as well

THE TERM ‘HOUSEHOLDS’
INCLUDES INDIVIDUAL
HOUSEHOLDS, UNREGISTERED
MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM
ENTERPRISES. IT IS THIS SECTOR
THAT SUFFERED DUE TO
DEMONETISATION AND GST,
WHICH MIGHT BE PART OF THE
EXPLANATION FOR THE DECLINE

as in household savings rate. The aggregate
savings rate declined from 34% in 2012 to
30.5% in 2017-18. The household savings
rate declined from 22.4% in 2012 to 17.2% in
2017.
Household savings as a per cent to gross
domestic product (GDP) show a steep
decline in recent years. What could be the
possible explanation for the decline in
household savings? The term ‘households’
includes not only individual households
but also non-corporate businesses. The
unregistered micro, small and medium
enterprises are thus covered under the definition of household sector. It is this sector
that suffered due to the twin shocks of
demonetisation and Goods and Services
Tax which might be part of the explanation
for the decline.
Bank deposits constitute the bulk of
household financial savings, though its
share in the overall household financial
savings has seen a dip from 2011-2012
onwards. Still 57% of the financial savings
are in cash and deposits leave a very small
portion of savings in long-term savings.
Shares and debentures constitute a small
part of the overall financial savings of
households. Investments in provident and
pension funds have seen a gradual rise,
though they still constitute a small proportion of the overall saving.
Insurance and pension penetration are
low by international standards. Pension
funds’ assets are defined as assets bought
with the contributions to a pension plan for
the exclusive purpose of financing pension
plan benefits. The pension fund is a pool of
assets forming an independent legal entity.
India lags behind not only advanced economies but is also placed after emerging economies in pension funds penetration.
India significantly trails other countries
in insurance penetration. The life and nonlife insurance premium income formed
2.72% and 0.77% of GDP respectively in
2016. This is low compared to the global
average of 3.47% and 2.81% of life and nonlife insurance premium respectively.
We attempt to estimate the time it would
take for India to reach the current level of
global average insurance penetration.
Assuming the present average growth of
insurance penetration in India, it would
take us approximately 21 years to catch up
with the global average.
The main challenge is not the unavailability of savings but the composition of savings and the intermediation to channel savings into investment. In previous research,
the authors have found that there is a deep
link between tax incentives and household
savings in pension and insurance. The
forthcoming budget needs to keep this in
mind.
Ila Patnaik is an economist and a professor at the
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
The views expressed are personal
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Faith in the time of terror
EASTER BOMBINGS Nearly two months
after the April attacks, life in Sri Lanka’s
Negombo is hobbling back to normalcy
Padma Rao Sundarji
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO/NEGOMBO:
Around
8.15am on April 21, and as on
every Easter Sunday, 44-year-old
Ruklanti Peiris was in a hurry.
She knew that the main prayer
hall of the 1,000-seater St Sebastian’s Church in Negombo would
be crowded. The employee of a
garment factory let her husband
Romal, their two children and her
74-year-old mother-in-law lag
behind, and strode in alone, hoping to grab space for them.
Meanwhile, a man with a rucksack hurried across the large
courtyard of the church, ruffling
the head of a child he accidentally
bumped into. At 8.25am, he
entered the hall, pulled a detonator, blew off the roof of the church
and killed 105 people in a suicide
attack. The victims included 27
children. And Ruklanti Peiris,
the mother of two school students.
Mohamed Hashthun, who
attacked St Sebastian’s, was supposedly the cleverest of the nine
followers of ringleader and selfproclaimed maulvi Zahran
Hashim who killed themselves
across the country. Much like his
brother Zahran, another suicide
bomber, who used the Internet to
propagate his call to bloodshed,
Hashthun used his training as a
pharmacist to build the bombs
that killed over 250 people in coordinated suicide attacks across the
island nation.
Negombo is a tiny, prosperous
town located close to Sri Lanka’s
international airport and about
40km north of the capital
Colombo. The overwhelming
majority of the population of
137,000 of the popular beach holiday venue is Roman Catholic.
They, along with Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus, have coexisted peacefully even during the
worst phases of a 30-year-long
civil war that ended in 2009.
Nearly two months after the
April attacks, life here is hobbling
back to normalcy. Army troops
are out in full force and helping
rebuild St Sebastian’s. Outside,
there are reminders of the tragedy. The chapel’s boundary walls

are lined with gigantic posters
with pictures of those killed;
some were babies, barely months
old. Passersby of many faiths
stream inside to light a candle or
offer a prayer at a statue of the soldier saint Sebastian in the courtyard, while army engineers work
overtime to complete the renovation work by the end of the month.
An investigation into both the
intelligence failure in Colombo as
well the links to the Islamic State,
which claimed the terror attacks,
is on. The Sri Lankan government has issued fresh orders to
gather biometrics of maulvis at
mosques and copies of all Islamic
sermons. There is a ban on face
veils, and a periodic one on social
media, which proved the chief
weapon in the hands of the terrorists of the National Thowheed
Jamaath, a local militant group
accused of having carried out the
blasts. “There is suspicion in the
Sinhalese community and fear
among the Muslims,” says Ciswan De Croos, episcopal vicar of
Negombo. “Muslims are a
secluded community. Be it growing Middle Eastern influence or
women suddenly taking to hijab,
outsiders don’t know enough
about what goes on inside that
community.”
De Croos has been praised by
his Muslim counterparts, the
maulvis of Negombo. Within
minutes of the attack, the Christian priest requested police to
provide security to the Muslims
and urged young men of his community to desist from violence.
“There are lots of theories
about the attacks,” De Croos says.
“But other than a few drunken
brawls, there has been no communal violence here.”
At St Sebastian’s, 35-year-old
assistant priest Father Sanjiva is
in the middle of his counselling
day for families of the victims,
and is alone because De Croos is
indisposed.
“Yes, there is a slight change in
people here,” Sanjiva says.
“Nobody wants a war. But some
people have begun talking about
the differences between ‘them’
and ‘us’. I tell them that these
attacks were the selfish idea of a
few criminals, but that they were

Sanchita Sharma
n
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STOCKHOLM: The alternative meat
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Fathima Joshinka, a social worker, outside St Sebastian's church, Negombo, where over 100 people
were killed in the Easter bombings on April 21.
PADMA RAO SUNDARJI/HT PHOTO

a one-time act. It is over. We must
move on.”
Negombo coordinator of the
Local Inter-Religious Collective
(LIRC), Fathima Joshinka, 46, is
helped in her work by her name
and ethnic origin. Born to a Muslim-Catholic couple, she is a practising Catholic who is adored by
her Muslim father’s family and is
married to a Tamil Christian.
Joshinka grew up in Negombo
and concedes that there has been
a change. “Some people began by
opening madrasas and teaching
children a certain ideology different to what was common here.
Once the children got interested
and influenced, they started
building more mosques.”
Negombo’s Town Mosque is on
a narrow, crowded street and its
cool interiors act as a welcoming
shelter to people of all religions –
and unveiled women – alike.
Abdul Wahab, an affluent businessman, is taking a break along
with Suleiman, the mosque’s
maulvi. Pain and anger reflect on
their faces when asked about the
terror attacks.
“What has changed since
Easter Sunday? We are afraid,”
says Wahab. “Muslims have been
in this country for 1,300 years. But
there was never such animosity
or fear in Sri Lanka before. A

›

Muslims have been in
this country for 1,300
years. But there was never
such animosity or fear...
A handful of criminals
have mutilated our
peaceful history forever.
ABDUL WAHAB, a businessman

handful of criminals have mutilated our peaceful history forever.”
The mention of the alleged
mastermind, Zahran Hashim,
who preached on a Facebook
account and on YouTube, triggers a sharp reaction.
“Who was Zahran Hashmi and
how is he a maulvi?” asks 36-yearold Maulvi Suleiman.
“I became one after years of
instruction and guidance in reading the Quran under scholars.
Can a doctor prescribe medicine
he read about on the internet?”
Suleiman is also incensed by
the mention of Abu Bakr
Al-Baghdadi, chief of the Islamic
State (IS) group. “I carry my
father’s name. What is Baghdadi?
It is a city’s name. How can IS
interpret the Quran selectively?

Do you know that the holy book
only tells you to defend yourself if
attacked? Much like you are told
to wear a helmet, but only if you
are riding a bike?”
The modest Peiris home is
tucked away in a quiet side lane.
Coconut palms sway in the
breeze, which makes posters of
deceased factory worker
Ruklanti Peiris on the house’s
boundary wall flutter. Her husband is at home with his 11-yearold son, and mother. Romal was a
barman in Dubai, but lost his job
after being diagnosed with clinical depression. Doctors forbade
him to work; Ruklanti was the
only bread-earner. They received
SLR 10 lakh (about INR 5 lakh)
from the government as an
ex-gratia payment. Some money
came in from church donations
too.
The family is facing several
problems, but is determined to
overcome them. Romal doesn’t
know how long the money will
last. His 11-year-old son, whom
the family do not wish to name,
suffers from nightmares and
cries out for his mother.
“This terrible crime was committed by a few Muslims,” Romal
says. “How can we be angry with
all of them? Peace must remain.
There must be no fighting.”

movement is mainstreaming vegetarianism across the world and
offering committed carnivores
the option of abandoning meat
but not the flavour for reasons as
varied as improving health, stopping cruelty to animals, reducing
climate change by reducing the
number of methane-producing
cattle, and lowering antibiotic
resistance from unregulated misuse of antibiotics for growth promotion in commercial animal
and poultry farms.
While fake soy chicken, meatfree sausages and the like have
been available for committed vegetarians for a few decades, plantbased “meats” going beyond
trendy food labs and fusion kitchens to fast-food restaurants that
feed the masses could lead to a
diet revolution that is less
dependent on meats and sugars
and more on plant-based food.
Disruptive food technology
and novel trends are in line with
the scientifically validated Planetary Health Diet that can prevent 11 million deaths from
under-nutrition and food-related
diseases. “Food transition is as
crucial as energy transition to
save the planet and the amazing
thing about food is every one can
make a difference. It makes food

Rhythma Kaul
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Celebrations for the
International Day of Yoga (IDY)
are moving out of embassy premises this year, to accommodate
the high number of participants,
and to iconic venues across the
globe, like the Eiffel Tower in
Paris, France.
The day is observed on June 21.
“Our missions abroad are
planning to organise the celebrations at some of the most famous
monuments internationally this
time around. The popularity of
the day has led to increase in people participation and the embassy
premises would not have been
able to accommodate everyone.

Email: dwss.mis@gmail.com
Recruitment Notice Reference No. Admin/DWSS/2019/03

Applications are invited for the following
positions on contract basis in the Department

Society for Promotion of Quality Education for Poor
and Meritorious Students of Punjab"
Punjab School Education Board, E-Block, 5th Floor, Phase-8, SAS
Nagar (Mohali) Phone No. 0172-5212313, Fax No. 0172-5212369

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHORT TERM E-TENDER
Short term e-Tenders are invited from the interested reputed/ experienced/
Professional lntituations/Orgnisation (S) interested to impart quality education to
students of 10+1 and 10+2 of Medical, Non-Medical and Commerce stream of the
Society for Promotion of Quality Education for Poor and Meritorious Students of
Punjab with the aim to prepare them for enterence examinations for competitive
examination. Application and broad scope of work can be up-loaded from web site
eproc.punjab.gov.in
The prospective instituations may submit e-tender as per following schedule.
Sale of Tender Documents
15.06.2019
Closing Date for Accepting Tender
30.06.2019
Opening of Technical Bid
02.07.2019
Opening of Financial Bid
05.07.2019
Sd/Project Director
Meritorious Society
D-5224

Government of India
Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, New Delhi

Advertisement for the post of Secretary of the Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority of India (AERA)
Applications are invited for the selection to the post of
Secretary, Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of
India (AERA), An Authority to regulate tariff and other
charges for the aeronautical services rendered at
airports, under the administrative control of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, Government of India.
2. The details of age limit, Essential Qualification and
Experience etc. along with prescribed format for
application are available on the website of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (http://www.civilaviation.gov.in). The
details can also be obtained on the website of Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority [www.aera.gov.in] and
Department of Personnel and Training Website [www.
persmin.gov.in]
3. The eligible and interested persons may send their
application in the prescribed format by 12.07.2019.
davp 03112/11/0003/1920

(Rubina Ali)
Joint Secretary

01

LESS MEAT
“People do change their diets
when they have the right information. Red meat consumption
has gone down 40% in the US
since 1970, most likely because of
health reasons,” said Dr Walter
Willet, professor of epidemiology
and nutrition at Harvard School
of Public Health, and co-author of
EAT-Lancet Commission, which
created Planetary Health Diet
that recommends the world double its consumption of nuts,
fruits, vegetables and legumes
and halve the amount of red meat
and sugar eaten.
North European cuisine is in
transition. At The Nordic Food
Lab in the department of food science at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, professor Claus
Meyers — who is also a culinary
entrepreneur and co-founder of
one of the world’s best restaurants, Noma, in Copenhagen —
explores the edible potential of
the Nordic region to promote seasonal flavours and local ingredients. “Using local produce, reducing meat and food waste does not
mean giving up on flavour. A cui-

sine must speak truly of its birthplace and be created locally, produced using environmentfriendly farming and production
methods,” said Meyers, founder
of the New Nordic Cuisine Movement sweeping Europe. Meyers
has just entered a partnership
with furniture giant IKEA to provide vegan meatballs made with
pea protein, pea starch, potato
flakes, oats, and apple that look
and taste like meat.
VEGGIE BURGERS
GO GLOBAL
Across the Atlantic in the US,
no-meat “veggie” burgers have
gone beyond beans and aloo tikki
(potato croquettes) with California-based startup, Impossible
Foods, crafting a plant-based
alternative to red meat that mimics its taste and texture so closely
that it “bleeds” like beef.
“Around 29% people in India
are vegetarian, compared to 21%
vegans and vegetarians in the
world. India has several vegetarian options for meat dishes, we
have veg kebabs, veg burgers and
veg kofta (meatballs), to name a
few -- turning vegetarian or
reducing meat is not a problem,
but these meat-like alternatives
may become popular in urban
India,” said Rita Teaotia, chairperson, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, which is
the country’s food regulator.

180 nations to observe Yoga Day

Phone No. 0172-2270101, 4330325

2 GIS Specialist

such a powerful tool for change,”
said Gunhild Stordalen, founder
and executive chair of EAT,
which is hosting the EAT Stockholm Food Forum to promote scientifically validated healthy diets
from sustainable food systems.

EIFFEL TOWER AMONG VENUES

Water works complex, Phase-2, SAS Nagar

Sr. Name of Post Number of
No.
Vacancies
01
1 IT Manager

13

Veggie ‘meat’ may usher
in the next diet revolution

OFFICE OF HEAD, DEPARTMENT OF WATER
SUPPLY AND SANITATION PUNJAB

Ministry of Civil Aviation

nation
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Monthly consolidated
Remuneration (in Rs.)
Rs. 70,000/ per month to Rs.
1,00,000/- per month based on
experience
Rs. 50,000/- per month to Rs.
60,000/- per month based on
experience
Rs. 30,000/- month to Rs. 50,000/per month based on experience

01
3 Java
Application
Developer
01
Rs. 30,000/- month to Rs. 50,000/4 Android Mobile
App Developer
per month based on experience
01
Rs. 20,000/- month to Rs. 25,000/5 MIS Technical
Operator
per month based on experience
For further details regarding qualification, experience and job
description, visit recruitment section of www.pbdwss.gov.in
Last date of application: 29.06.2019 up to 5.00 PM
Note: 1. Any corrigendum (s) to this recruitment notice shall be
published on above website
2. Applications received only on email dwss.mis@gmail.com will be
considered.
3. Applications may be sent only on prescribed performa available on
the above website.
Sd/Head DWSS
D-5223

So, the respective embassies collaborated and are making it possible,” said Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, secretary, Ayush ministry.
The ministry of Ayush (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy) is the nodal ministry for
observation of IDY across the
country. “Even though locally
organisations and individuals
have been organising yoga events
at prominent places world over,
this is for the first time that
India’s missions abroad are making it happen,” said Kotecha.
The event will take place in 180
countries, at locations including
Opera House, Sydney, Australia,
Angkor Wat Temple, Cambodia
and Victoria Falls Bridge, Zimb-

abwe. The main event will be held
in Ranchi, Jharkhand, where
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will remain present.
Each year, the day sees millions of people practicing common yoga protocol globally.
In countries where there is a
lack of yoga experts, the Ayush
ministry is sending trainers from
India. So far, eight to 10 trainers
are being sent to supervise the
event and assist... The total
expenditure on the preparations
for these events is ~8 crore. “The
embassies are only hand-holding
the local bodies that have shown
interest in organizing the event.
The government is only spending
on human resource and other
minor things,” said Kotecha.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:
CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION
e-TENDER NOTICE
e-tender is invited from the interested flour mill owners / Atta Chakki owners for
processing / grinding of wheat (approximately 300 qt per month) and fortification of
Whole Wheat Atta through a pre-mix with iron, folic acid and Vitamin B12 under Mid
Day Meal Scheme as per details given below:Sr.
Name of work/contract
Earnest Money Rupees
No.
Rs. 10,000/1. Processing / grinding of wheat (approximately
300 qt per month) and fortification of whole
wheat Atta through a pre-mix with iron, folic acid
and Vitamin B12 & transportation thereof from
the flour mill to the cooking institutes located in
Chandigarh under mid-day meal scheme
Milestone dates of Electronic tendering
Start date 15.06.2019
i Downloading of e-tender document
During above period
ii Clarification, if any
15.06.2019
iii Date of submission of e-tenders
30.06.2019 at 5:00 PM
iv End date for online submission
Prior to the closing date
v Physical submission of EMD
of e-Tender.
01.07.2019 at 11:30 AM
vi Opening of technical bid (online)
Opening of price bid
To be intimated to all
eligible bidders separately
2. The bid document can be downloaded from the website of Chandigarh
Administration http://chdeducation.gov.in. or https://etenders.chd.nic.in.
However, for general information, guidance and reference, the Bid Document
can also be viewed and downloaded from Education Department website
http://chdeducation.gov.in.
3. All other terms and conditions, instructions to bidder regarding e-tendering
process etc. may kindly be seen from the detailed Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
available/downloadable on the above noted websites of Education Department,
Chandigarh Administration.
Sd/District Education Officer,
Chandigarh Administration

H.P. AQUACULTURE, FISHING AND MARKETING SOCIETY
(Government of Himachal Pradesh Undertaking)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Chief Executive Officer, H.P. Aquaculture Fishing Marketing Society Bilaspur, H.P. on behalf of Chairman, HPAFMS invited
sealed tender on item rate from approved/eligible contractors registered as class C & D with HPPWD/I&PH Departments for the
following works :Sr. No
Name of work.
Amount put to tender
Earnest
Time allowed
Rs.
money. Rs.
C/O Fish Landing centre at Sunni in Koldam reservoir Distt. Shimla
266012/- only.
5320/- only. Two months.
1
under RKVY ( SH : C/O causeway & concrete path i/c retaining wall
upto fish landing centre).
Tender documents separately for this work can be obtained from the office of Chief Executive Officer, H.P. Aquaculture Fishing
& Marketing Society against payment of Rs.350/- (non-refundable) as per tender schedule given below:TENDER SCHEDULE
1. Receipt of application & issue of tender 01-07-2019 upto 2.00 PM & 5.00 PM.
2. Receipt of tender 02-07-2019 upto 10.30 A.M.
3. Opening of tender 02-07-2019 at 11.00 A.M.
4. Venue O/O Chief Executive Officer, HPAFMS, Matsya Bhawan Bilaspur H.P.
TERMS & CONDITIONS
(5) Application for tender documents must accompany with following documents. failing which application will not be accepted
:(i) The earnest money only in the shape DAC/FDR of nationalize/H.P.Govt. bank duly pledged in favour of C.E.O., HPAFMS.
Bilaspur..
(ii) Valid copy of registration certificate of contractor-ship.
(iiI) Copy of PAN card.
(iv) Copy of GST. registration certificate..
(v) Undertaking to obtain EPF No. within one month from date of award of work.
6. The material shall be arranged by the contractor himself as per specification.
7.. The offer of tenders shall remain valid for 120 days.
8. The C.E.O. HPAFMS reserve the right to reject the tender without assigning any reason.
9. The contractor shall insert the rates both in figures and words against each item.
10. The conditional tenders & without earnest money and above said documents shall summarily be rejected.
11. The contractor will also give an undertaking that he has not more than two works in hand.
12. The GST will be deducted from each payment as per rates/norms fixed by the Govt.
13. The society will deduct 1% labour welfare cess from each running bill on gross amount of work done by the contractor.
14. Royalty charges with regard to mining material such as sand, grit & stones etc., used for this work will be paid by the contr.
at his own and he shall give Farm 'M' or royalty receipt duly authenticated by concerned mining officer to this office failing
which his payment will not be released.
15 Contr. will also submit bills/Vouchers of material used on this works while seeking payment of work done.
16. In case work is not started and completed within prescribed time period necessary compensation as laid down in clause-2
of form HPPWD-8 will be levied.
17. For more inquiry please contact at 01978/223013
0098
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(OUR RELATIONS) ARE GOING DOWNHILL, THEY ARE
GETTING WORSE AND WORSE.

> VLADIMIR PUTIN, Russian president, on US-Russia ties

Oiltankersattacked,Gulfontheboil
PRESSURE ON IRAN Crude oil prices
surge after mystery attacks leave two
ships damaged near Persian Gulf
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON/DUBAI: Two oil tank-

n

ersweredamagedonThursdayin
a suspected attack near the
entrance to the Persian Gulf,
stoking fears that diplomatic
efforts won’t avert a confrontation between the US and Iran.
Oil prices surged after the
development.Brent oil crude
soared as much as 4.5% and was
trading at $62.07 a barrel in London.
The incidents, including an
attack on a Japanese-operated
vessel, were the second in a
monthtohitshipsneartheStrait
of Hormuz choke point.
“Even in the absence of ironclad evidence, the US and its
allies will point the finger at
Iran,”saidFawazGerges,professor of West Asian politics at the

LGBT activists erupted in celebration in Ecuador’s capital Quito
after the country’s highest court approved same-sex marriages
in the traditionally Catholic South American country.
AFP

shortstories
NASA RENAMES STREET OUTSIDE HQ TO
HONOUR BLACK WOMEN MATHEMATICIANS
WASHINGTON:NASA has renamed the street outside its Washington
headquarters to honour three black female mathematicians whose pioneering work on the agency’s early space programme was chronicled in the film
Hidden Figures. Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson
provided pivotal contributions to space flight research from the 1940s
through to the 1960s, when the United States first sent men to orbit and
then to walk on the Moon. Despite their achievements, all three had to
confront the racial segregation of the era, such as using separate bathrooms
AFP
and being barred from the same restaurants and schools as whites.

Australian whistleblower in
court over leak to ABC

Afghan govt sets 490
Taliban prisoners free

CANBERRA:David William
McBride, a former Australian army
lawyer charged with leaking
secret documents to journalists,
said on Thursday his prosecution
was not about protecting national security but concealing “a
national shame”. The leak was the
target of a police raid on ABC
news headquarters in Sydney last
AP
week.

KABUL:Afghanistan has freed 490
Taliban prisoners from jails across
the country in a gesture of
goodwill as part of efforts to
move a stalled peace process
forward, Feroz Bashari, chief of
the government’s media centre,
said on Thursday. The freed
insurgents were either ailing or
had less than a year remaining on
AP
their prison sentence.

White Helmets digs graves
in advance in war-hit Idlib

Cannabis was first used
2,500 years ago: Study

MAARET AL-NUMAN:The Idlib
region in Syria of some three
million people has suffered
increased regime and Russian air
strikes in recent weeks, with
hundreds of civilians killed since
late April. To keep up, civil defence
outfit known as White Helmets is
digging graves in advance, to
ensure funerals are swift and the
few who attend are not killed at
AFP
the cemetery.

WASHINGTON:At a burial site
high in the Pamir Mountains, the
rituals to commune with the dead
that place 2,500 years ago
represent the oldest known use
of marijuana for its psychoactive
properties, according to findings
published in the journal Science
Advances after the analysis of
archaeological remains in China’s
western Xinjiang province using
AFP
forensic technology.

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme

leader told visiting Japanese PM on Thursday he
does not consider US President Donald Trump “worthy” of exchanging messages with.
“We have no doubt in
your good will and seriousness, but regarding what
you said the US president

2
3

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: The US said on
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COLOMBO:Major General Ruwan
Kulatunga will be Sri Lanka’s
newchiefofNationalIntelligence
afterPresidentMaithripalaSirisena sacked his predecessor for
blaming him for failing to avert
theEasterSundayterrorattacks.
Kulatunga would replace
Sisira Mendis, a retired senior
police superintendent, who was
sacked by Sirisena after he testified before a parliament select
committee formed to probe the
Easter bombings that targeted
three Catholic churches and
high-end hotels, killing 258 people.
During the inquiry last week,
Mendis testified that the April 21
attacks could have been averted
and also said that Sirisena had
failed to hold regular security
meetings to assess the threat
from Islamic radicals.
Mendis,inhistestimony,mentioned about the prior intelligence of the attacks and the official negligence in averting the
series of blasts.
Sirisena, who is also the
defence minister, last week
claimed that he hadsacked Mendis before he appeared for the
enquiry.
Earlier, Sirisena had suspendedpolicechiefPujithJayasunderaandSirisena’stopdefence
bureaucrat Hemasiri Fernando
afterthebombingscarriedoutby
theNationalThowheedJamaath
(NTJ).
The failure to prevent the suicidebombingsdespitepriorintelligence is also blamed on the
politicalinfightingbetweenSirisena and Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghethatemergedin
October last year.

Thursdaythatwhilerecentcounterterrorism measures taken by
Pakistan are “important”, they
are“stillreversible” andIslamabad needs to both “sustain” and
“expand” them by “prosecuting
terrorist leaders”.
“The reality is that terrorist
organisationssuchasLashkar-eTayyiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM) will continue to
poseagraverisktointernational
peace as long as they are able to
operatefreelyinPakistan,”Alice
Wells,headoftheUSstatedepartment’s South and Central Asia
bureau,saidinpreparedremarks
for a congressional hearing.
“Sustained progress on these
twoissues -reconciliation(inthe
context of Afghanistan) and
counterterrorism (in both
AfghanistanandIndia)-willlieat
the heart of a renewed bilateral

MAY 12 Two Saudi oil
tankers and two other
ships are damaged in
mysterious ‘sabotage
attacks’ off the coast of
Fujairah, part of the UAE

n UAE

Air Force Desert Falcons fly in formation with
US F-35A Lightning IIs in southwest Asia.
AP/FILE

MAY 14 Yemen's
pro-Iran Houthi rebels
carry out drone attacks
near Riyadh, shutting
down a key Saudi oil
pipeline. Riyadh accuses
Tehran of being behind
the pipeline attack. Two
days later, Saudi-led

coalition air strikes hit
the rebel-held Yemeni
capital Sana’a

MAY 15 The US orders all
non-emergency
diplomats to leave Iraq,
due to an "imminent"
threat from Iran-linked
Iraqi militias

HONGKONG : Hong Kong’s legisla-

ture suspended meetings on
Thursday following violent
clashes between police and protesters who oppose a bill that
would allow suspects to be tried
in mainland Chinese courts.
Protest leaders announced
plans for another mass rally on
Sunday, escalating their campaignagainsttheextraditionbill
a day after police cleared them
from the streets using tear gas
and rubber bullets.
The move sets up a fresh confrontationwith thecity’sleaders
who have refused to withdraw
the law and have the staunch
backing of Beijing.
Sporadic demonstrations
broke out on Thursday, with

CHINA BEHIND HACKING
OF TELEGRAM APP?
The chief executive of Telegram
said the messaging app experienceda “stateactor-sized”cyber
attackandpointedtoChinaasits
likely origin. The service was hit
by a “powerful DDoS attack”
originating from IP addresses
mostly inside China, Pavel
Durov, Telegram’s CEO, said
tweeted.
TheattackcoincidedwithprotestsinHongKong,headded. DistributedDenialofService(DDoS)
attacks involve sending large
numbersofrequestsinatargeted
attack,causingpartialorfullservice interruptions.

relationship,” she added.
Following international outrage triggered by the terror
attackinPulwama,India,byJeM
on February 14, the Imran Khan
government has undertaken a
seriesofcounterterrorismmeasures suchas detainingterrorists
and seizing assets - as they have
done several times in the past.
TheUShasbeenpressingPakistan to prosecute terrorist leaders such as LeT founder Hafiz
Saeed and JeM’s Masood Azhar,
and Washington has responded
with frustration over half measuresIslamabadhastakenagainst
these operatives historically allowing them to operate freely,
raise funds and train cadres.
Wells spoke of Azhar’s designationbytheUN’s1267sanctions
committee. Calling it an
“achievement 10 years in the
making”, Wells said the listing
sent“animportant messagethat
theinternationalcommunitywill
not tolerate terrorism”.

Associated Press
n
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LONDON: KatieJonessureseemed

The fake profile picture of
Katie Jones on LinkedIn.

preparing to increase
enriched uranium and
heavy water production
as part of its decision to
stop some commitments
under the 2015 N-deal

Bolton says Iran was
“almost certainly”
behind the May 12
sabotage of four ships
off the UAE coast

letters@hindustantimes.com

n

An activist sits at the middle of Harcourt Road in Hong Kong after a
protest against a controversial extradition law.
AFP

occasional scuffles with police,
but crowds were much smaller
and there was no repeat of the
runningbattlesofthedaybefore.
The government has indefi-

AP

plugged into the Washington’s
politicalscene.The30-something
boasted a job at a top think tank
and a who’s-who network of
experts, from Brookings Institution to Heritage Foundation.
Shewasconnectedtoadeputy
assistantsecretaryofstate,asenioraidetoasenatorandtheeconomistPaul Winfree,who isbeing
considered for a seat on the Federal Reserve.
But Katie Jones doesn’t exist,
AP has determined. Instead, the

nitelypostponedaparliamentary
debateonthebillwhichhadbeen
scheduled for Wednesday and
was the trigger for Wednesday’s
violence. But protesters have

administration bypasses
Congress to sell $8.1bn in
arms to Saudi Arabia and
other Arab allies, citing
threat from Iran

MAY 27 During a visit to
Tokyo, Trump says the

n

Prasun Sonwalkar
n

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Strong favourite Boris
Johnson got the most votes - 114 inthefirstroundofvotingbyruling Conservative MPs in the
opening phase of the two-step
election to decide the next party
leader and Theresa May’s
replacementastheBritishprime
minister.
Threeofthe10candidateswho
polled less than the threshold of
17votesonThursdaywereeliminated-MarkHarper(10),Andrea
Leadsom (11) and Esther McVey
(9).
The second round, to be held
next week, will have a threshold
of 33 votes. Anyone polling less
than that will be eliminated.
Thesevencandidatesremain-

letters@hindustantimes.com

Trump has triggered another
firestorm, this time for saying
that he is willing to accept information on political rivals from
foreigngovernmentsdespiteconcerns raised by the intelligence
community and special counsel
Robert Mueller with regards to
Russian interference in the 2016
election.
AskedbyanABCNewsanchor
inaninterviewairedonWednesday if his campaign will accept
damaginginformationofferedon
politicalrivalsbyforeigngovernments - say China or Russia - or
reportittotheFBI,Trumpsaid,“I
think may be you do both.”
“I think you might want to listen. There isn’t anything wrong
with listening,” he went on. “If
somebodycalledfromacountry,
Norway, (and said) ‘we have
informationonyouropponent’-I
think I’d want to hear it.”
NorwayisaNATOally,unlike

n

US President Donald Trump speaks at a press conference in the
Rose Garden at the White House in Washington.
REUTERS

China and Russia, which have
beendeclaredadversariesbythe
Trump administration.
“It’s not an interference, they
haveinformation-IthinkI’dtake
it,” Trump added. “If I thought
there was something wrong, I’d
go maybe to the FBI - if I thought
there wassomethingwrong.But
when somebody comes up with
oppo research, right, they come

MAY 31 Arab leaders
back Saudi Arabia in its
standoff with Iran

JUNE 6 UAE says a
multinational probe into
the sabotage attacks
point to the likelihood a
state was behind them

JUNE 12 A Yemeni rebel
missile attack on a Saudi
airport at Abha wounds
26 civilians.

UK PM race: Johnson
wins opening round

HT Correspondent

lookingintorevivingtheBangladesh,China,India,Myanmareconomic corridor (BCIM-EC) has
sought focus on developing
e-commerce instead of waiting
for physical infrastructure.
The13thBCIMRegionalCooperation Forum, which met in
Yuxi in Yunnan province after a
gap of four years, didn’t make
any mention of the corridor as
partofChina’sBeltandRoadInitiative. It envisages a trade route
between Kunming in Yunnan
and Kolkata in India that passes
through Mandalay in Myanmar
and Chittagong in Bangladesh.
Tuesday’s forum focused on
thethemeNewEraNewOpportunities for A New Decade of BCIM
Cooperation - an indication that
the corridor needs a fresh look.
China had dropped the
BCIM-ECfromthelistof35corridors under the BRI.

personawaspartofavastarmyof
phantom profiles lurking on the
professional networking site
LinkedIn.
Expertswhoreviewedtheprofile’s LinkedIn activity say it’s
typicalofespionageeffortsonthe
professional networking site,
whose role as a global Rolodex
hasmadeitapowerfulmagnetfor
spies.
The Katie Jones profile was
modest in scale, with 52 connections.But thoseconnections had
enough influence that they
imbued the profile with credibility to some who accepted Jones’
invites.
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‘If they have info, I’d take it’
WASHINGTON: USPresidentDonald

SUTIRTHO PATRANOBIS

US President
Donald Trump warns
that if Iran attacks US
interests, “that will be
the official end of Iran”

I N F O R M AT I O N O N R I VA L S F R O M F O R E I G N G O V T S

BEIJING: A leading study group

Spy used face made via AI to
connect with online targets

n

MAY 8 Iran says it is

MAY 30 US NSA John

vowed no let-up in their campaignuntilthelawisabandoned,
calling for a rally on Sunday and
a citywide strike on Monday.

n

Yashwant Raj

n

US is not seeking
“regime change” in Iran

says it is sending the USS
Abraham Lincoln carrier
and a bomber task
force to West Asia, in
response to “troubling,
escalatory indications”
related to Iran

told you, I don’t consider
Trump as a person worthy
of exchanging messages
with,” Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told Abe Shinzo, in footage of their meeting aired by
Iranian state television.
He added, “I have no
response for him and will
not answer him. (Iran) has
no trust in America.” AFP

LANKA APPOINTS US: Pak action against Forum for BCIM
NEW INTEL CHIEF terrorists ‘reversible’ revival to look at
AFTER EASTER
new trade models
PROBE ROW
Press Trust of India

MAY 5, 2019 The US

Agencies

As soon as he took office in December, the leftist leader announced
plans to sell the lavish presidential plane. He, himself, chooses to fly
in coach class.

n

oil tanker
is on fire in the
Sea of Oman on
Thursday. AP

Protesters plan another mass rally

Mexican president to sell former presidential jet to
fund efforts to curb migration

The 65-year-old president said the price of the Boeing 787 Dreamliner used by his predecessor Enrique Pena Nieto would start at $150
million, citing a UN evaluation

n An

H O N G KO N G S I M M E RS

ANDRES LOPEZ OBRADOR

The sale of the jet, along with 60 government
planes and 70 helicopters, would allow Mexico
to do more to contain migration, agreed to in a
deal to avert a 5% tariff threatened by the US

From US military deployments, to alleged threats
from Iran and suspicious attacks on oil tankers, here
is a timeline of rising tensions in the Persian Gulf

London School of Economics.
Themanagerofonetanker,the
Norwegian-owned Front Altair,
said it was sailing in international waters when it was damaged by an explosion, whose
cause “is as yet unknown”. The
NorwayMaritimeAuthoritysaid
there were three detonations on
board. The ship had loaded a
cargo of naphtha in Abu Dhabi
andwasboundforTaiwan,acompany official said.
A distress call over VHF radio
from the Front Altair said the
ship was “under attack”, said
Donald MacLeod, a navigation
officer on a vessel about 72.5 km
away on the Oman Sea.
KokukaSangyo,theJapanese
operator of the other ship, said it
was attacked twice, forcing the
crewtoevacuate.Thetankerwas
carrying 25,000 tonnes of methanol from Saudi Arabia to Asia.

KHAMENEI TO ABE: TRUMP NOT
‘WORTHY’ OF INTERACTIONS

inthenews

1

A slow burning escalation

up with oppo research, ‘oh let’s
call the FBI.’ The FBI doesn’t
have enough agents to take care
of it. When you go and talk, honestly,tocongressman,theyalldo
it, they always have, and that’s
the way it is. It’s called oppo
research.”
Trump’s
controversial
remarksexpectedlysetofastorm
of criticism.

ing in the fray are Johnson (114),
Michael Gove (37), Jeremy Hunt
(43), Matt Hancock (20), Sajid
Javid(23),DominicRaab(27)and
Rory Stewart (19).
A total of 313 party MPs cast
their votes on Thursday.
Conservative MPs will vote in
further rounds until candidates
with the least votes are eliminated and two remain. The two
willthenfacethesecondphaseof
election in which over 1.2 lakh
members of the party will vote.
The result will be announced
intheweekbeginningonJuly22.
The leadership election was
triggered by May stepping down
as leader of the Conservative
partyfollowingintensecriticism
of her approach to Brexit, an
issue that has dominated the
campaigns of the candidates.

British home secy
signs US bid to
extradite Assange
LONDON:British home secretary
Sajid Javid on Thursday said he
has certified the extradition
request submitted by the US for
WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange,whoiscurrentlylodged
in jailtoservea50-weeksentence
for skipping bail.
Certifying is the first stage of
the extradition process, which
will now move to the WestminsterMagistratesCourt.TheUSis
included in the Type A of category2territoriesofUK’sextradition process (India is in Type B).
Javid said extradition “is a decisionultimatelyforthecourts,but
thereisaveryimportantpartofit
forthehomesecretaryandIwant
toseejusticedoneatalltimesand
we’vegotalegitimateextradition
request, so I’ve signed it, but the
final decision is now with the
courts”.
Thefirsthearinginthecourtin
the extradition case may be held
HTC
on Friday.

‘DON’T DRINK AND DRONE’

Japan to curb operating drones under influence
Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TOKYO:People in Japan operating drones under the influence of alcohol could face up
to a year in prison under laws
passed on Thursday that aim
to control the popular devices.
Drunkenly flying a drone
weighing more than 200
grams could result in a fine of
up to 300,000 yen ($2,750), after
the lower house of parliament
passed the legislation following a string of accidents.
Performing dangerous
stunts with drones such as
sharp plunges will also be sub-

ject to fines of up to 500,000
yen.
“We believe operating
drones after consuming alcohol is as serious as (drink)
driving,” a transport ministry
official told AFP.
The rules come as Japan
sees a rising amount of drone
usage and related accidents.
In 2017, an industrial-sized
drone was deployed at a robot
festival in Ogaki city in central Japan and was supposed
to shower small children with
sweets. But the device, operated by a qualified person,
injured six people after plunging 10 metres to the ground.

n

Japan has also had to deal with tourists flying drones in
congested popular destinations.
REUTERS/FILE

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2019

15

POWERED BY

shortstories

n

Alibaba holds the record for
the largest IPO with its New
York listing 5 years ago.

ALIBABA FILES FOR
HONG KONG
LISTING THAT MAY
RAISE $20 BILLION
HONG KONG: China’s biggest
e-commerce company Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd has filed
confidentially for a Hong Kong
listing that could raise up to $20
billion as early as the third quarter
of this year, a person with direct
knowledge of the matter said. A
deal of that size would be the
biggest follow-on share sale
globally in seven years and give
Alibaba funds for technology
investment—a priority for China
as economic growth slows and a
trade spat with the US intensifies.
Alibaba holds the record for the
world’s largest initial public
offering with its $25 billion float
in New York five years ago. Then,
the company had initially hoped
to float in Hong Kong but the tech
firm’s management structure
clashed with the city’s listing
rules.

Writ petition against
Indiabulls withdrawn
MUMBAI: In a big relief to
Indiabulls Housing Finance, the
petitioner who had approached
the Supreme Court alleging
misappropriation of funds, has
withdrawn the same on Thursday,
the company said. The petition
now withdrawn had alleged that
the company had misappropriated ₹98,000 crore of public
money, a claim which was termed
as “frivolous and bizarre” by the
company, which had sought
urgent hearing in the matter. In an
affidavit, Abhay Yadav, the
petitioner, claimed that he is not
“aware of the contents and
allegations mentioned in the
complaints or the petition”, the
second largest home loan lender
said in a statement.

Facebook picks up stake in
Bengaluru-based Meesho
NEW DELHI: Social networking
giant Facebook on Thursday
announced it has picked up
minority stake in Meesho, an
Indian startup that helps entrepreneurs set up online businesses
via social channels. No financial
details of the transaction
were disclosed. Meesho has
previously raised about $65
million from a clutch of investors,
including DST Partners, RPS
Ventures, Shunwei Capital, SAIF
Partners, Sequoia India and Y
Combinator. “There are three
reasons for making this investment. One, we are very excited by
the founders and the team.
Second is their focus on tier II and
III cities, so they sort of addressing
the new India that’s showing up
on the internet beyond the large
metros,” Facebook India vice-president and managing director
Ajit Mohan told PTI

US FDA finds data integrity
lapses at Aurobindo Pharma
HYDERABAD: The US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) has
pointed out data integrity lapses
at Aurobindo Pharma Ltd’s
finished dosages plant at Bachupally near here. The FDA issued
Form 483 with 10 observations to
Aurobindo Pharma on the plant
which was audited by the US drug
regulator between May 13 and
May 24. Laboratory records do not
include complete data derived
from all tests, examinations and
assay necessary to assure compliance with established specifications and standards, the FDA said.
quality unit to ensure complete.
Reacting to the FDA observations,
firm on June 4 said it received a
‘Form 483’ with 10 observations.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

Ending 9-year wait, Adani
gets approval for Aus mine
GREEN LIGHT Firm received final nods for Carmichael coal mine in Queensland
Tanya Thomas
n

tanya.t@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Billionaire Gautam
Adani on Thursday won the last
two environmental clearances to
begin work on the ₹10,000 crore
Carmichael coal mine project in
Australia, in a culmination of
what has been a hurdle race
through lawsuits, protests and
local politics.
Australia’s Queensland government approved Adani’s plans
to manage groundwater and conserve an endangered bird species,
clearing the way for the project in
the Galilee Basin expected to dig
up 10 metric tonnes (mt) of coal
every year.
In a statement, the business
group said that Adani Australia
received its final environmental
approvals needed to begin work
on its Carmichael mine in Central
Queensland. “The finalisation of
the GDEMP (Groundwater
Dependent Ecosystems Management Plan) and Black-throated
Finch Management Plan paves
the way for construction to commence on the Carmichael Project
and the delivery of much-needed
jobs for regional Queenslanders.
Moving forward, Adani Australia’s priority is ensuring the
safety of everyone who works on
the project and that all construction activity meets the strict environmental requirements we have
agreed to meet in our management plans and approvals. Over
the coming days, preparatory
activities such as finalising contracts, mobilising equipment,
recruitment and completing
inductions will continue.”
The Adani Group said it would
begin construction activities
including fencing, bridge and
road upgrades, water management and civil earthworks at the

n

Gautam Adani won the last two environmental clearances to begin work on the ₹10,000 crore
ALAMY STOCK PHOTO
Carmichael coal mine project in Australia.

site. “The project will deliver
1,500 direct and 6,750 indirect jobs
during ramp up and construction, with Rockhampton and
Townsville the primary hubs for
employment. The Whitsunday,
Isaac, Central Highlands,
Mackay, Charters Towers and
Gladstone regions will also benefit from work packages and
employment opportunities.”
Lucas Dow, chief executive of
Adani Mining, said in the statement: “Throughout the past eight
years, regional Queenslanders
have been beside us every step of
the way and we thank them for
their on-going support. We’re
ready to start work on the Carmichael Project and deliver the
jobs these regions so badly need.”
In 2010, Adani Enterprises had
bought the greenfield Carmichael coal mine located in Queensland’s Galilee Basin and the

Rana Kapoor says
not trying for seat
on Yes Bank board
Gopika Gopakumar
n

FIRM SAID IT WOULD
BEGIN CONSTRUCTION
ACTIVITIES INCLUDING
FENCING, BRIDGE AND
ROAD UPGRADES,
WATER MANAGEMENT,
AMONG OTHERS AT SITE
Abbot Point port near Bowen in
the north. The coal mine is
expected to produce 2.3 billion
tonnes of coal over its lifetime,
generating 10mt every year.
The coal will be transported to
Abbot Point port via a rail line,
also to be built by Adani. Building
the open-cut mine and rail network is expected to cost the group
A$2 billion, or about ₹10,000
crore. In its 2018 annual report,
Adani Enterprises said it expects
to begin coal production in Aus-

Ola plans to set up
technology centre
on rival Uber’s
home turf in US
Salman SH
n

salman.h@livemint.com

gopika.g@livemint.com

BENGALURU: Ride-hailing platform
MUMBAI: Rana Kapoor, the

founder of Yes Bank Ltd, on
Thursday said he is not seeking to
return to the board of the private
lender and also backed the new
management and board of directors.
In a series of tweets, Kapoor
also said that he has voted in
favour of all 19 resolutions at the
bank’s annual general meeting
held on Wednesday.
His comments follow media
reports that said the bank’s
former chief executive officer
(CEO) was attempting to make a
comeback to the board and was
also seeking compensation for
lost wages.
Kapoor’s responses came on a
day when Yes Bank lost its position among India’s 10 most-valued lenders by market capitalization after brokerage UBS India
cut its target price by over 47%.
“Some media reports have
suggested that I am attempting a
comeback to the Board, in spite of
my unequivocal denial to them. I
re-iterate that I have fullest confidence and conviction in the management under Shri Ravneet
Gill’s leadership and board of
directors,” Kapoor said on his
Twitter handle.

n

Former Yes Bank MD and CEO,
BLOOMBERG FILE
Rana Kapoor.

The reports said Kapoor sent
in early May two letters to the
board seeking his re-induction as
well as crores of rupees in compensation for lost remuneration.
He had stepped down in January
after the RBI declined to approve
his reappointment as CEO.
Over the last few days, the
bank saw exits of two high-profile
board members—Ajai Kumar
and Mukesh Sabharwal, who
were seen to be close to Kapoor.
Both cited personal reasons
behind their decision. Sabharwal
has mentioned that he wants to
devote quality time on his academic pursuits and hence has
tendered his resignation. He was
appointed as a board member on
April 25, 2012. The bank had proposed his reappointment as an
independent director until April
24, 2020.

Ola on Thursday said it plans to
set up an Advanced Technology
Center (ATC) in San Francisco
with more than 150 engineers to
help ramp up its engineering and
development operations.
San Francisco is the home turf
of arch-rival Uber Technologies
Inc. With a sole focus on development of new tech capabilities and
innovation in urban mobility, the
new facility will look to add talent, who will collaborate closely
with global teams in the various
geographies where Ola operates.
Headquartered in Bengaluru,
Ola has a presence in 150 cities
across India, besides operations
in the UK, Australia and New Zealand, serving more than 150 million users with more than a billion rides annually.
Ola’s last international expansion was in April in the UK when
it launched services in seven cities including Liverpool and Manchester. The centre will develop
technology solutions across its
electric mobility and connected
vehicles unit, and experiments on
autonomous vehicles. Ola is looking to hire experts across artificial intelligence, machine learning, data sciences, engineering
and product development teams.

n

navadha.p@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The government has

sought a comprehensive review
of the telecom regulator’s recommendations on upcoming spectrum auctions, including reserve
prices, in a relief for debt-ridden
telcos clamouring for lower prices.
The department of telecommunications (DoT) made the request
to the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) to
ensure competition, sale of all
spectrum and bringing the benefits of 5G to social sectors, a DoT
official said.
“The government’s goals such
as broadband for all and proliferation of 5G are its highest priority. Hence, we have asked Trai to
review the entire architecture of
auctions... the reserve price...
they will look at the participation,
and the possibility of greater
competition...,” the official cited
above said on condition of anonymity, adding that it has
requested Trai to respond with
revised recommendations within
a month.
The Digital Communications
Commission (formerly Telecom
Commission), the highest decision-making authority in DoT,
met on Thursday to review,
among other proposals, Trai’s
auction recommendations. The
government is keen to conduct
the auction, India’s first for 5G
airwaves, in the current year.
In August, Trai had said the
3,300-3,600 MHz band, expected to
be the primary band for 5G services, should be auctioned as a single band and in blocks of 20MHz
each at ₹492 crore per megahertz.
While Bharti Airtel Ltd has said
these prices are exorbitant and it
would not participate in an auction held at these prices, Vodafone Idea Ltd has suggested the
5G auction happen in 2020. In
South Korea, the same band was
priced at roughly ₹131 crore per
megahertz in auctions held in
June last year.

n

The Digital Communications Commission met on Thursday to
review, among other things, Trai’s auction recommendations.

Trai has also been asked to give
suggestions on the pattern of
deployment, eligibility criteria
and method of payment for spectrum.
The government is in the process of finalizing a road map to roll
out 5G services, the next-generation technology for wireless communications that is expected to
improve data speed and propel
Internet of Things.
It is expected to yield industryaltering changes, especially in
sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, healthcare and education.
The Commission also
approved a one-year trial period
and a one-time fee of ₹5,000 for
entities seeking experimental
spectrum to conduct 5G trials.
“This time, we want that all
spectrum on offer (over
8,000MHz) should be auctioned
and it should be optimized to contribute the maximum to the
exchequer,” said the official cited
earlier Historically, an average of
just 40% of the total spectrum put
up for sale has been sold.
“It would have helped if DCC
had explicitly asked Trai to suggest lower prices. However, the
government’s focus on 5G coverage would suggest that this is
what it wants,” said Mahesh
Uppal, director at communications consulting firm ComFirst

Deepti Chaudhary
deepti.c@livemint.com

BENGALURU: Amazon India is

n

The person needs to work for four hours a day and can earn
₹120-140 an hour delivering packages.
REUTERS

Now, with Amazon Flex, as
the initiative is called, Amazon India expects to create
job opportunities for thousands, giving them the
chance to make some extra
money during their free time.
The person needs to work
for four hours a day and can
earn ₹120-140 an hour delivering packages. The “part time

delivery partner” will be paid
every Wednesday.
“While we continue to
scale our existing delivery
capabilities across the country, Amazon Flex will enable
Amazon to continue growing
our capacity to serve more
customers and speed up
deliveries,” said Akhil Saxena, vice-president (Asia cus-

tomer fulfilment) at Amazon.
The company ran a pilot for
two weeks before launching
it in Bengaluru, Mumbai and
Delhi, with more cities
planned to be included later
this year.
India is the seventh country where Amazon has
launched Amazon Flex. It has
been operational in North
America, Germany, Spain,
Japan, Singapore and the UK,
where it grew delivery capacity and sped up deliveries for
customers.
Amazon entered India in
2013 and delivers to over
99.9% PIN codes. Its catalogue offers nearly 170 million products from over
400,000 sellers. Last year, it
boosted its infrastructure
(fulfilment centres) by 1.5
times in storage volume to
more than 20 million cubic
feet over that of 2017.

MINT

THE GOVERNMENT IS
KEEN TO CONDUCT THE
AUCTION, INDIA’S FIRST
FOR 5G AIRWAVES, IN
THE CURRENT YEAR
India. “It’s a welcome development that the government wants
more spectrum to be put up for
auction, which would hopefully
lead to a cut in prices and wider
participation in the auction.”
An email sent to the Cellular
Operators Association of India
(COAI), an industry body for telecom firms, remained unanswered till press time.
Given that the 700MHz band
remained unsold in the last auction in 2016, Trai had then also
proposed fixing the base price for
the 700MHz band at ₹6,568 crore
per megahertz—43% below
₹11,485 crore set in the 2016-17
auction.
The high-value 700MHz spectrum is considered very efficient
for deploying 4G LTE networks
and has greater structural penetration.
Similarly, for airwaves in the
800MHz and 900MHz band, Trai
had suggested lowering prices by
21% and 51%, respectively.
The government did not auction any spectrum in fiscals
2017-18 and 2018-19.

Sebi tightens norms for credit rating firms
Jayshree P Upadhyay
n

jayshree.p@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The markets regulator

on Thursday directed credit rating companies to start disclosing
the probability of default for the
issuers they rate, troubled by the
raters’ track record of detecting
defaults or near-defaults.
Rating agencies also have to
disclose factors that could potentially impact the rating of the
instruments, which include an
assessment of financials, the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) said in a circular published on its website.
The credibility of rating agencies has been eroding since the
global financial crisis in 2008 due
to the conflict of interest arising
from the fact that they are paid by
the issuers to rate their securities
and for their failure to downgrade
troubled firms until they are on
the verge of bankruptcy.
The recent defaults by Infrastructure Leasing and Financial
Services Ltd (IL&FS) that led to a
liquidity crisis among non-bank
lenders in India has focused
attention again on credit rating
agencies.
According to the latest Sebi circular, rating companies, in con-

n

Sebi directed credit rating agencies to start disclosing the
probability of default for the issuers they rate.

sultation with the regulator, will
now create a uniform probability
of default benchmark for each
rating category on their website,
for one-year, two-year and threeyear cumulative default rates,
both for the short term and long
term.
“More or less, it looks like the
idea is to enhance disclosures. All
these steps will ensure that investors are better able to make a better judgement,” an executive at a
large rating agency said on condition of anonymity.
Sebi also tweaked the methodology to arrive at default rates. It
will now be based on marginal

MINT

default methodology. This would
ensure that a three-year default
rate is greater than the one-year
rate.
“The current method could
result in a three-year default rate
being lower than a one-year
default rate, which is counter-intuitive and erroneous,” rating
agency Crisil said in an emailed
statement.
“Sebi’s suggestion to revise the
methodology of computing
default rates and bring them in
line with global best practices and
increased disclosures for liquidity and rating sensitivity factors.
We believe these will provide

Ross flags hurdles in the way of
viable India-US commercial ties
n

Now, you can deliver Amazon packages in your free time
set to offer students, homemakers and retired professionals part-time jobs, thus
killing two birds with one
stone—ensuring faster deliveries during peak season and
creating Uber-style flexible
jobs.
Fast and reliable delivery
is the most important part of
the e-commerce business,
along with the right product
assortment. Over the years,
Amazon India has introduced several ways of offering definitive and faster
deliveries, including oneday, two-day and scheduled
deliveries. Prime offers
assured next-day delivery on
certain products and Prime
Now provides two-hour
delivery for groceries.

Navadha Pandey

HT Correspondent

AMAZON FLEX

n

tralia by FY21.
Local protests over the last
eight years forced Adani Group to
reduce capital outlay for the
project and the annual capacity
(from 60 tonnes per annum initially to 10 tonnes per annum
now). The group also cut short the
length of the rail line and decided
to fully fund the construction
from its own resources, when
government subsidies and local
lending plans were withdrawn.
The state Labor government’s
long-standing opposition to the
coal mine has been partly blamed
for the party’s loss in the federal
elections this May. The final
approvals come less than a month
after that loss. However, while
work on the mine can commence,
the group will need continued
approvals from both the state and
federal governments before it
begins to extract coal.

In relief to telcos, Trai told to
review spectrum reserve price

letters@hindustantimes.com

NHAI INVITES
BIDS FOR THIRD
ROUND OF
TOT AUCTIONS
Tanya Thomas

WASHINGTON: US secretary of

commerce Wilbur Ross on
Thursday said new Indian
e-commerce rules, data-localisation restrictions, price controls
on medical devices and pharmaceuticals and tariffs on information and communication technology (ICT) products impede
the development of viable commercial relationship.
US companies “need more
predictability, more transparency and more consistency of
regulations”, Ross said at annual
summit of the US-India Business
Council (USIBC), re-listing chief
American trade and tariff
demands that are at the heart of
ongoing trade tensions between
the two countries and led last
month to the termination of
India’s eligibility to the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP), under which Indian goods
worth an estimated $6 billion
entered the US at zero duty.
The commerce secretary said
that during a recent visit to New
Delhi he had advised Indian leaders that the US will hold off on a
decision on the GSP till after the

greater insights into the ratings
of the companies and also help all
stakeholders to evaluate performance of CRAs (credit rating
agencies) on the basis of a more
robust methodology,” added
Crisil.
Sebi also defined terms that
rating agencies would need to use
to describe the liquidity position
of issuer—strong, adequate,
stretched and poor.
This is the fifth change for rating agencies in the past three
years to improve transparency
and processes. Despite these
changes, the agencies have been
caught on the wrong foot on several occasions.
A case in point is the sudden
downgrade of bonds sold by
IL&FS and related entities after
they defaulted on payment obligations in September.
In another case, non-convertible debentures of Dewan Housing
Finance Corp. Ltd (DHFL) were
cut from Care A to Care BBB- on
May 14.
“Credit rating agencies as a
Sebi-registered intermediary are
supposed to be an alert system of
an instrument before the actual
default,” said Sumit Agrawal,
founder of RegStreet Law Advisors and a former Sebi official.

n

n

US President Donald Trump (left) with US secretary of commerce
REUTERS FILE
Wilbur Ross.

elections, but the USTR’s substantive concern—tariff and
non-tariff barriers, such as those
listed above—had to be
addressed, but weren’t.
Secretary Ross also re-litigated long-running US case
against India’s tariffs.
At 13.8% India’s average
applied tariff rate, he said,
remains the highest among the
world’s major economies. And
he proceeded to list some of
them—60% for the auto sector,

150% for alcoholic beverages and
50% for motorcycles, which has
been a pet peeve for US President
Donald Trump.
But the top US commerce official also sounded a note of optimism citing India’s jump on the
World Bank’s ease of doing business list.
Ross said he was scheduled to
visit India again and asked the
business leaders in the audience
for suggestions that he could
take up for discussion.

tanya.t@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI), which
drew a blank in its previous
attempt to sell road assets under
the toll-operate-transfer (TOT)
model, came up with its third
TOT bundle on Thursday, which
is now up for bidding to private
operators for an initial estimated
concession value (IECV, or
reserve price) of ₹4,995.48 crore.
The latest attempt by NHAI
comes less than a month after the
BJP-led NDA was returned to
power for the second consecutive
term in May. On Thursday, NHAI
called for a tender inviting bids
for its third attempt to auction
public highways under the TOT
model. In this third bundle, NHAI
has placed 566.27km comprising
nine national highways under
the hammer. More than 243km
are stretches in Tamil Nadu, a
73.79km stretch is between Hazaribagh-Ranchi in Bihar and a
73.79km stretch is of the same
highway extending into Jharkhand.
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ICC WORLD CUP 2019

Cup forecast: Hard rain’s gonna fall
WASH OUT The India-New Zealand match was abandoned, prediction of rain for Sunday’s big match

How washouts could affect
the semi-final lineup
Nilankur Das
n

Indian fans, who have outnumbered fans from every other country, were left disappointed after Thursday’s match against New Zealand was washed out.

HT@
WORLD CUP
ADITYA IYER
NOTTINGHAM:It was called off only

at 3pm local time after the
umpires, Marais Erasmus and
Paul Reiffel, walked out for their
fourth and final inspection—this
time, suggestively, under
umbrellas. But the fans, predominantly Indian, at the Trent
Bridge had known a lot earlier,
and the majority spent this overcast day in the pubs and inns surrounding this beautiful ground.
The sprinkle of faithfuls (and
hopefuls too) who remained
inside the stadium would’ve
noticed the umpires step out in
intervals of 60 minutes after the
scheduled 10:30am start and use
the pointy end of those umbrellas (shut and fastened) to poke
and prod about the field.

While the central wicket slept
under a bed of plastic all day, the
umpires often inspected the
adjacent practice pitches—
whose soil had come loose—and
different spots of the wet outfield.
Each time, the umpires left
unhappy of course. While it
didn’t rain all that much on
Thursday, the battering the field
had taken from the constant
downpour over the past three
days ensured that the field was
unfit for play, its slipperiness likened to a ‘skating rink’ by India’s
fielding coach R Sridhar. And,
hence, yet another match in this
World Cup was called off without
a ball being bowled. So, India and
New Zealand continue to remain
the tournament’s two unbeaten
teams after three and four
matches respectively, Kane Williamson’s side topping the table
with 7 points.
Before this edition, only two
World Cup matches had been

standings
Team P

W

L

Pts

NRR

NZ

4

3

0

7

2.163

Aus

4

3

1

6

0.57

Ind

3

2

0

5

0.539

Eng

3

2

1

4

1.307

SL

4

1

1

4

-0.517

WI

3

1

1

3

2.054

Ban

4

1

2

3

-0.714

Pak

4

1

2

3

-1.796

SA

4

0

3

1

-0.952

Afg

3

0

3

0

-1.493

Updated till Ind v NZ match

abandoned before even the toss.
That’s two out of 402 matches
across 11 editions, four of those
editions played here in rainy
England. But in this World Cup
alone, this is the third wash-out
without a ball being bowled.
Bad weather is all that anyone
is talking about; not just around

the cricket but all of England,
given that the Flood Forecasting
Centre had alerted parts of the
country to be prepared for deluges and river floods this week.
While the Met warnings were
specific to the south-east of
England, reports emerging from
north-western Manchester suggest that there could well be
some rain for the big one on Sunday, when India takes on Pakistan.
A rained-out fixture is very
frustrating for the paying public
(they will be refunded fully) but
few realise that it is equally irritating for the players. Former
India player Murali Kartik, who
has been a part of several
washed-out matches during his
County cricket days here in
England, said that at such times
the mood in the dressing room is
sombre. “Some eat, some sleep,
some read and some sit around
quietly, almost meditating,”
Kartik said. “What else is there

GETTY IMAGES

to do but wait?”
At the press conference, fielding coach Sridhar painted the
picture of the Trent Bridge dressing room today. “Yeah, it is frustrating to wait in the dressing
room on a rainy day. It’s a challenge for the players and the support staff to switch down but not
really switch off, because the
match could start at any time,”
said Sridhar. “So (we) keep ourselves prepared in the back of the
mind. At the same time, not
think too much about it and keep
yourself a little busy—reading,
some music, or chatting with
friends. We deal with it all the
time.”
But this wash-out also
would’ve kept a nervous Indian
camp, one that had lost their seasoned opener to an injury in
their previous match, nervous
for a few days longer. Their rearranged batting order will now be
tested for the first time against
Pakistan, weather permitting.

NEWDELHI: You sing the rain song
(read kale megha, kale megha).
Youdancetheraindance(visualise Aamir Khan). The skies get
cloudy, but there is no rain. You
areforcedtoplayacricketmatch
over two days and the skies open
up immediately after the match.
The timing is perfect. The rains
promiseagood cropandbecause
you won the match, you don’t
have to pay the taxes. You thank
the rain gods because the match
wasn’tawashout(rememberthe
condition was Aamir Khan’s
team had to win to get a tax
exemption). You had asked for
everything, you got it all. That’s
not possible, is it?
Well, ICC CEO Dave Richardson asked for everything (except
the rain) when at The Oval on
May 27, he promised the world
‘the greatest celebration of
cricket ever’ at the 2019 World
Cup. Whatever else he may have
got, he got rain anyway. Buckets
ofit.Somuchsothatthereisactually a flood alert in some parts of
south and southeast England at
the moment. And now, as things
stand, it’s not Jofra Archer, not
Jasprit Bumrah, not Buttler or
BairstoworWarnerorKohli,but
darkcloudsthatloomoverevery
match as the X-Factor.

TO CHASE OR NOT TO
CHASE
Keeping rain threats, curtailed
oversandrevisedtargetsinmind,
captains could be forced to field
first, even though teams batting
firsthavewoneight(57.1%)ofthe
14completedmatchessofar.Pakistan chose to field against Australia on Wednesday because
there was a forecast of rain and
fielding first helps a team keep
pacewiththeDuckworth-LewisStern (DLS) sheet.
The rain stayed away. Pakistan went on to lose, mainly
because they fielded poorly, but
also because they handed over
the advantage of batting first at
Taunton, in the smallest ground
usedinthisWorldCup,toAustralia. When the wicket is fresh the
ballcomesnicelyontothebatand
scoringiseasier;usingthoseconditions, Australia put over 300
runs on the board.
Allcaptainspreferbattingsecond in rain-threatened matches,
because the Duckworth-LewisStern (DLS) method is easier to
follow for the chasing team.
Evenifthereisafairbitofscepticism around the DLS method
(because the algorithm is kept a
secret),atleastbeforethestartof
a run chase both teams know
what they need to do. The DLS

sheethandedtotheteamsgivesa
par score for every ball, taking
into consideration the first
inningstotalandwicketsinhand
during the chase. But even then
mistakes happen. South Africa
skipper Shaun Pollock messed it
up in the 2003 World Cup against
Sri Lanka when he thought the
DL par score was the target.
South Africa celebrated when
theygottothatscore,onlytorealise that the match had actually
ended in a tie.Exit, South Africa.
THE GREAT EQUALISER
Again, when Richardson said
2019 was going to be ‘one of the
most competitive tournaments
ever’, he may not have imagined
the rain gods would take it upon
themselves to make his words
come true.
With 18 of the 48 matches
played—including three where
players did not take the field and
one where they could bat and
bowlforjust7.3overs—thepoints
table is any organiser’s delight.
Eight of the 10 teams are within
fourpointsofeachother.Thereis
a pacesetter in New Zealand
perched atop on seven points
fromfour.Defendingchampions
Australia are a point adrift, with
favourites India a point further
back having playeda matchless.
And then there is a surprise
package in Sri Lanka quietly
creepinguparain-soakedladder.
Quietly, because people haven’t
got much of a chance to cheer for
them.TheylostmiserablytoNew
Zealand in the opener. They had
to scrape the bottom of their
resources andexperience barrel
to overcome ‘also rans’ Afghanistan. And then by the grace of
rainmanagedtostealapointeach
againstPakistanandBangladesh
after washouts. On both occasions their opponents felt the
pinch of a crucial point lost—
becausePakistan,havingbeaten
England,andBangladeshhaving
beatenSouthAfrica,possiblylost
the advantage they gained from
beatingfanciesteamsby losinga
point against a weaker team.
Both are now faced with the task
ofcausinganothermajorupsetto
squeeze into the last four.
But the worse isn’t over. With
predictionsofarecordrainfallin
June this year, more matches
could see teams sharing the
spoils. If that happens, the table
could close down further. With
prediction of rain throughout
next week, England could see
their relatively easy matches
againstAfghanistan on Tuesday
and then against Sri Lanka the
followingFriday,getwashedout.
Thiswouldmeanthatinsteadofa
potential four points from those
matches,theygetonlytwo.Every

matchfromthenonbecomesado
or die battle for the tournament
favourites.
Here’s a bit of a number
crunching.Withoutasinglegame
washed out in this World Cup,
there was an 80% chance that a
team with 10 points in their nine
league matches would have finishedamongthetopfour.Ofthat,
there was a 60% chance that the
last qualifier would have gone
through with 10 points following
a tie-breaker (NRR or head to
head etc), and a 20% chance of a
team with 10 points making it to
thelast-fourstagestraightaway.
But if we assume 5% of
matches are washed out, the
probability of 10 points being
enough for a semi-final stage
comes down to 60%. There’s a
small chance of getting through
with fewer, but now a cutoff at 11
pointsbecomesarealisticprobability (see graphic).
With Thursday’s India-New
Zealandmatchwashedout,22.2%
of matches played so far have
failed to produce a result. The
more the percentage of washed
out games increases, the narrower the gap becomes in the
points table. In other words, the
possibilityofqualifyingwithnine
points progressively catches up
with the possibility of qualifying
with 10 points. Everything gets
trickier.Alowercutoffmeansthe
chancesofmoreteamsclustering
for tie-breakers increases. Don’t
be surprised if at the end of the
league, we have three or even
four teamsfightinga tie-breaker
for the fourth semi-final spot.
AND THEN WHAT?
Thefocusshiftsfrombeingabattlebetweentwoteamsonthefield
toonewhereyouneedchartsand
calculators.Intie-breakers,number of wins gets the highest
weightage, followed by NRR,
head-to-headresults,andfinally,
pre-tournament seeding. The
semis and the final have reserve
days and a Super Over option, a
first in 50-over cricket. In case
evenaSuper Overisnot possible
over two days in the semis, then
theteamwhichfinishedhigherin
the league stage goes through to
the final. If a Super Over is not
possible in the final, the World
Cup will be shared.
For a tournament that comes
everyfouryearsandisthebiggest
showcase event the ICC has thus
far,decidingwinnersoffthefield
or on pastperformancebecomes
a damp squib. As the match
between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh last week got washed out
without a ball bowled, a fan
tweetedwithapictureofaflooded
Bristol ground: ‘Sri Lanka won
the toss and chose to swim’.

How will rain affect qualifying cut-offs?
We see how qualifying cutoffs change as World Cup matches get washed out. When no matches are
lost due to rain, 78% of the time 10 points would be enough to qualify for the semi-finals. That drops
to 61% when 5% of matches are washed out. (10* is when teams tied on 10 points need a tie-breaker.)
No matches washed out

5% washed out

10% washed out

58%

n

SUFFERERS ALL: (Clockwise
from above) A Pakistan fan
waits in vain for game against
SL to begin; Afghan skipper Md
Nabi seems to be reluctant in
discussing weather with NZ
captain Kane Williamson;
umpires have possibly
conducted more pitch and
ground inspections in the last
two weeks than they have in
their entire career; and even as
SA fans ditch their underperforming team leaving flags
behind, the buoyant West
Indians stay put.
GETTY IMAGES

35%

Press Trust of India
n

n

Brian Clough’s statue

following year. It ensured that one
cannot take two steps in this city
without being reminded of him.
From the benches he sat on in
parks to the pubs he got crosseyed in. In an attempt to digest my
many Clough ales and pies, I took a
walk around and asked a local to
point me in the direction of the
iconic Council House and Bell
Tower. “You’re on the right track. A
mile up, it’s behind the Clough
statue,” he said of the city’s most
famous building. ADITYA IYER

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

TAUNTON: David Warner had
feared not scoring a hundred in
international cricket following
his ball-tampering ban but the
Australian opener dispelled
those fears by making a matchwinning 107 against Pakistan in
the World Cup here.
The opener has made a successful comeback alongside
Steve Smith after serving a oneyear ban for ball-tampering.
Warner revealed his innings,
which proved the foundation of
Australia’s 41-run win on
Wednesday, filled him with both
joy and relief after wondering
whether he would ever get the
chance to enjoy a similar
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STATS: KARTHIK SHASHIDHAR

‘Feared I’d not get a ton for Oz again’

cityscan
CLOUGH COUNTRY
The literary giant D.H. Lawrence
was born here. So was Harold
Larwood, cricket’s first truly quick
bowler. But they have no ownership over the hearts of Nottingham; for this land belongs to just
one man, who, if you must know,
wasn’t born here and neither did
he die here. But in between, he
managed the local football team
and this forever became Clough
Country. In 1976, after getting the
boot at the then best English club,
Leeds (the 44-day stint captured in
the excellent film, The Damned
United), Brian Clough took over at
second-division Nottingham
Forest. In one year, they were
promoted to the top-flight. The
year after, Forest won the league.
The year after that, they won the
European Cup (today’s Champions
League) and defended it the

Probability of qualifying (percent)

n

nilankur.das@htlive.com

moment ever again.
“Yes, definitely, there was
always that going through my
mind,” nodded the left-hander
when asked about the possibility
that his hundred in the Boxing
Day Test against England in
December 2017 might have been
his last in the baggy green.
“That’s what drove me to keep
being as fit as I can, to keep scoring as many runs as I can in the
Twenty 20 tournaments I played
in, and really enjoy playing in
grade cricket. I think going
through these tough times and
regrouping put myself in the best
way to come back into international cricket.”
Warner had stayed awayfrom
the spotlight during his time
away but opened up after this tri-

umphant performance while
paying tribute to his wife Candice who was his “rock” in tough
times.
“I was always coming back to
international cricket if selected.
The thing that kept me going was
my wife and two young kids. I got
great support at home from the
family.
“My wife at home, she’s been
my rock — she’s unbelievable,
disciplined, selfless.
“I hold a lot of credit to her,
she’sastrongwoman.Shegotme
out of bed a lot in those first 12
weeks and got me back running
and training as hard as I could.
Just to maintain my level of fitness and hard work, she nailed
that into me.” Warner, now the
second highest scorer in the

tournament with 255 runs,
quickened his scoring rate at
Taunton after his slowest-ever
ODI fifties in previous knocks
against Afghanistan and India.
“Against Afghanistan, I felt
like I had no rhythm; the next
game (versus the West Indies), I
got one that kicked off the wicket
but I was a bit lazy.
“In the last game (against
India), I didn’t play the way I
know I can play. So it was a bit of
relief in a way (to get the hundred). Against India, I hit a lot of
fielders and you feel like you’ve
got no rhythm.
“Today was one of those wickets when you’re still looking to
score while keeping it tight — we
had to try to adapt to those conditions.”

dailypost

n

David Warner, who scored his first international century on
Wednesday after returning from a one-year ban, gave his
Man of the Match souvenir to a young fan clad in an Australia
jersey in Taunton. Warner, expecting boos, was in for a
surprise as the fans craved for his attention and autograph.
TWITTER
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On fast track, Jofra Archer eyes glory
ABOUT A BOY When West Indies face England in Southampton today, it will be a curious homecoming for Barbados-born England pacer Archer
HT@
WORLD CUP
SOMSHUVRA LAHA
SOUTHAMPTON: On Friday, when

England take on West Indies at
Southampton, a thrilling
prospect opens up—24-year-old
speedster Jofra Archer will be
bowlingathisformerteammates,
bowling for his adopted country
andagainsthisoriginalhome,for
the very first time in his nascent
England career.
Shimron Hetmyer and Nicholas Pooran were Archer’s West
IndiesU-19teammates.Andthere
are as many as five players from
Barbados, where Archer was
born and raised, in the West
Indies team at the World Cup,
including the captain Jason
Holder. This is a rare and
intriguing event in cricket: How
did Kepler Wessels feel facing
Australia for the first time? Or
Graeme Hick when England
linedupagainstZimbabwe?Was
thereanyawkwardnessbetween
them? Was the dressing room
warm and receptive?
“It is great that he’s in an
England shirt at the moment,”
England captain Eoin Morgan,
who is Irish himself, said on the
eveofthematch.“Hewon’tknow
how it will feel until he plays the
game tomorrow. I think being in
that position myself it does feel
different the first time you play
against a side that either you
couldhavepotentiallyplayedfor
or played for.”
From the sunny beaches of
Barbados to the rainy shores of
England,Archer’sjourneytothe
Englishteamhasbeenasgoodas
a fairy tale for the lean and lanky
bowler.
Only last June, Archer was
more or less sure he would not
make it to the England squad in
time for the World Cup.
“Isittoolateifhedidqualify(to
play for England) at the start of
next year? Yes, I think it is. Providing everybody is fit, I think it
is.” This was Morgan back then,
speaking on the probability
Archer turning out for England.
Fivemonthslater,theEngland&
Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
changed their eligibility rules to
fast-track Archer’s naturalisationandultimateinclusioninthe
team. Fast forward another six
monthsandArcher,24,wasplayingforEnglandintheWorldCup.
This was a fairy tale in the
making ever since Archer made
hisSussexdebutof4/49againsta

n

Jofra Archer had played for the West Indies youth teams before taking up a County contract and then becoming eligible to play for England.

Pakistan XI at Hove three years
back. He had England swooning
at his silken run-up and searing
pace.TheyknewhehadaBritish
passport. He had played for the
West Indies youth teams, but it
was his performances in franchise leagues—like the Big Bash
andtheIPL—thatpromptedECB
to cut corners—England were in
need of raw pace, and here was a
man who had plenty of that, and
knew how to harness it with
finesse.Butimplementingadecisionasradicalasthiswasn’teasy.
SomecurrentEnglandplayers
weren’tsurehowArcher’sout-ofturn promotion may affect the
team’s bonhomie. West Indies
accused the ECB of ‘poaching
players’ with big county con-

tracts. “I hope no other West
Indiancricketersfollowthatpath
and hope it doesn’t lead to counties doing their talent ID in the
Caribbean, taking our players
intothepublicschoolsystemand
thenontoofferingthemlucrative
long-term county contracts and
then possibly on to playing for
England,” Cricket West Indies
chief executive Johnny Grave
was quoted as saying. Archer
remained unmoved. He couldn’t
have gone back on his decision,
not after he was overlooked by
theWestIndiesfortheU-19World
Cup in 2014.
Archer had never played first
classcricketforBarbados,which
made his route to the England
cricket side a little easier. But in

his teenage years, when he was
still playing in Barbados, the
islandwas abuzzwith news of an
emerging pacer who made fast
bowling look effortless. It meant
somethingtobeknowninBarbados, the spiritual home of West
Indiescricketandoneoftherichest islands in the Caribbean with
a currency (East Caribbean Dollar) that holds at around 2.7
againsttheUSDollar.Incomparison, the Jamaican Dollar is
priced at 130. Barbados’s dominance in Caribbean cricket is
indicative of this disparate economic status.
Not only does it house the
headquarters of West Indies
Cricket, it also has a robust
cricket infrastructurethat other

islands are struggling to match.
At the core of this infrastructure is the school cricket system.
Archer’s England-born father,
Frank, attended Combermere
School, the alma mater of Sir
Frank Worrell and Sir Wes Hall.
Four current West Indies players—Kraigg and Carlos Brathwaite,RostonChaseandShane
Dowrich—are from this school.
ThechiefcoachatCombermereis
West Indies assistant coach
Roddy Estwick—also former
West Indies pacer Sylvester
Clarke’s half-brother—who has
beenassociatedwithWestIndies
cricket for over 25 years now.
Archer attended Church
Foundation Secondary School,
also known for its cricket, and
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turned out for the under-13 team
as a spinner. His coach at that
timemadehimswitchtobowling
fast.
Aaron Jones is one of the leading batsmen in the US cricket
teamthatleapeduptoODIstatus
earlierthisyear.Jonesgrewupa
few houses down from Archerin
St Philip, an area on the easternmost side of Barbados, with idyllicbeachesandalighthouseatthe
jagged tip of the island.
“We went to primary school
and secondary school together,”
saysJones,whowasborninNew
Yorkbut moved to Barbados as a
three-yearold.“Welearntallour
cricket together in Barbados.”
Jones says Archer’s speedy
career could have come to a stut-

teringhaltbecauseofarecurring
backprobleminhisschoolyears.
“He had a really serious back
injury.Alotofpeopleweresaying
he won’t come back and he won’t
be able to bowl as fast,” Jones
recalls. “There was fear he may
not be able to play cricket any
longer. He never really allowed
that to get to him. Look where he
is now!”
Archer’s first breakout year
was 2013 when Church Foundation won the Barbados Cricket
Association(BCA)championship
after Archer scored 86 at No 9
before taking 5/50. They also
went on to win the schools’
under-19.
Declared the Most Improved
Youth Cricketer of Barbados in

2013, Archer’s selection to the
West Indies under-19 team was
almost guaranteed. The idea of
playing in England was farfetched, even though he was
goingthereeverysummertoplay
a little cricket.
“It was only after he got into
theunder-19teamthatwestarted
talking about him playing for
England, getting citizenship
there,”Jonessaid.“Butwhenwe
were say, at the under-15 stage,
we didn’t have the slightest clue
we would end up playing for two
different countries.”
A tour of Bangladesh came
Archer’swayafterhisU-19selection in 2013, but he wasn’t able to
replicate his domestic form.
Picked to play just three out of
seven games, Archer, then 18,
aggregated 48 runs and three
wickets.
It was apparently not enough
to warrant a place in the World
Cup team. It left Archer devastated. Italso helped him make up
his mind. Chris Jordan, another
Bajanfastbowlerwhohadmoved
to play cricket for England and
had been a key member of their
T20 squad till last year, extended
a helping hand. With Jordan’s
aid,ArchergotaSussexcontract
and hit the reset button. In his
first complete county season
Archer averaged 45.57 in 13
matches and took 61 wickets at
25.29 runs each.
OfalltheEnglandplayers,Jordan, who calls Archer his ‘little
brother’, was possibly the most
vocal in his support for Archer
playing in the World Cup. “He’s
worked so, so hard. I have been
there on pretty much every step
ofhisjourney,fromwhenhewas
injured to when he made his
debut for Sussex, to when he
playedhisfirstfranchisegamein
Bangladesh,” Jordan told Wisden. “Everything he’s achieving
attheminuteandeverythingthat
he’s getting is thoroughly
deserved.
“Iwasveryhappytoseesomebody who came through the
whole system with me to make it
this far,” Jones said. “We don’t
live too far from each other.
WheneverheisbackinBarbados,
ormaybewhenI’mback,wehang
out. To see that person actually
progress over the last couple
years and actually get into the
England team is exciting.”
WhenWindiescaptainHolder
was asked if some of his players
wouldbekeentotakeonArcher’s
bowling, he was enigmatic.
“Interesting question”, he said,
before veering the conversation
away.

Badminton king Chong Wei retires
Sandip Sikdar
n

Though the competition was
loaded in favour of the Chinese
great, who had a 27-11 record
against LCW, the Malaysian too
had his days when he beat Lin
Dan at the All England Open or
Thomas Cup finals.
Their rivalry is reminiscent
of Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, or Ayrton Senna and
Alain Prost. As Prost puts it,
“My story is not complete without mentioning Ayrton, neither
is his story complete without
mentioning me.” It is almost
impossible to mention LCW and
not think of Lin Dan.
“Lin Dan and myself are
rivals on the court but outside,
we are close friends. I hope Lin
Dan will play in the Tokyo
Olympics. But he faces challenges from younger players,” said
the four-time All England champion.
Though he will not head to
Tokyo as a player next year, the
Malaysian sports ministry
ensured that Lee will be at the
2020 Olympics, this time as chefde-mission of the Malaysian
contingent.

sandip.sikdar@htlive.com

NEWDELHI :As tears rolled down
the cheeks of Lee Chong Wei
while announcing his retirement, arch nemesis Lin Dan
posted a message on Chinese
social media platform Weibo: “I
will be alone on the court and no
one will accompany me”,
attached with a Mandarin ballad, ‘Friends Don’t Cry’.
Thus comes to an end an illustrious career and a storied
rivalry that stretched 19 years,
entertaining badminton fans
and keeping them on the edge of
their seats all over the globe.
Affectionately called LCW by
his followers, the 36-year-old
Lee was approaching the end of
his badminton career, but had
hoped for another stab at an
Olympic medal at the 2020
Games. That hope was cut short
by the diagnosis of early-stage
nose cancer, detected July last
year. Following treatment in
Taiwan, the Malaysian maestro
resumed training in January
but soon realised that a return
to full fitness would not be possible. Although cleared of the cancer, recent consultation with
doctors in Japan showed he was
not fit for high-intensity training.
“I have no regrets. More
important is my health. The
decision to retire is very tough.
My plan to retire was originally
after the Olympic Games. I
made this decision due to my
health,” said an emotional Lee
in Putrajaya on Thursday.
It was the end of an era in badminton, and one of its most dominant yet intriguing careers: Lee
was one of badminton’s all-time
greats, but he never won two of
its biggest titles—Olympic gold,
and the World Championship.
He made it to the finals of each—
thrice at the Olympics, thrice at
the World Championships, and
returned with a silver every
time. At all other stages, he was
nearly unbeatable—he was
world No.1 for a record 348
weeks (including 199 straight
weeks from August 2008 to June
2012), and won 47 Superseries
titles, more than any other
player.

n
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Lee Chong Wei’s retirement brings to an end an illustrious career and a storied rivalry with China’s Lin
Dan that stretched 19 years, entertaining badminton fans around the world.
GETTY IMAGES

With lightning reflexes and a
dazzling array of weapons, Lee
was known for spending hours
in training, trying to better his
skills and hone his deft footwork.
These qualities made him an
icon, not just in Malaysia, but in
every country that has an interest in badminton.
Spain’s Carolina Marin, who
won gold at the 2016 Olympics,
considers him her role model; so

does Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen. Saina Nehwal, PV Sindhu,
and Kidambi Srikanth, revere
him as a sporting hero, all having imbibed a tact or two from
his game to grow as a player.
THE RIVALRY
But Lee will be most remembered for his rivalry with Lin
Dan, against whom he forged
one of the biggest sporting rivalries of all.

Having lost the 2008 and 2012
Olympic finals in Beijing and
London to Lin Dan, Lee finally
took vengeance when he beat
his ‘close friend’ in the semis in
Rio 2016, only to lose the final,
this time to new Chinese kid on
the block, Chen Long.
Lee was also a runner-up in
three World Championship
finals, twice against Lin Dan in
2011 and 2013 and once to Chen
in 2015.

PTI

Much-improved Japan in
India’s path to the final
B Shrikant
n

THE CONTROVERSY
Despite all the highs, Lee’s
career has not been without
controversy. At the peak of his
game in 2014, Lee tested positive
for a banned anti-inflammatory
at the World Championships.
The episode sidelined him for
eight months and he slid down
the world rankings.
The authorities accepted his
explanation that he took the
drug accidentally during stemcell treatment for a thigh injury
but gave him a backdated ban of
eight months. His comeback in
2015, where he rapidly rose back
to the top of the rankings,
showed his grit and mettle.
A father of two sons, Kingston
and Terrence, Lee will focus on
his health and spending time
with his family. “You know I got
married in 2012. But we have
never gone for a honeymoon. I
owe this promise (to my wife).
Now I have to please her,” said
Lee, before concluding in a
Facebook post: “Well. I’m done.
Thank you very much to all of
you. Lee Chong Wei signing
out.”

India are ranked fifth in the world while Japan are 18th, so when they meet in the semi-finals in
Bhubaneswar on Friday, the hosts will be overwhelming favourites.

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

BHUBANESWAR: The Japan team
along with coach Siegfried Aikman on Thursday visited the
Dhauli Giri Shanti Stupa, a hill
shrine on the banks of Divya
RiverontheoutskirtsofBhubaneswar where Emperor Ashoka
embraced Buddhism following
the Kalinga war.
Aikman will hope the visit to
theshrineinspireshissidetovictory in Friday’s clash against
India.
Numbers favour India. In 83
gamesagainstJapansofar,India
havewon 75 with Japanwinning
four and four ending in stalemates.India’slastdefeattoJapan
wasintheAsianChampionsTrophyin2013—a2-1winatKakamigahara, Japan.
India are ranked fifth in the
world while Japan are 18th, so
whentheymeetinthesemi-finals
ofthe FIHMen’s SeriesFinals on
Friday, the hosts will be overwhelming favourites to advance
to the summit clash and clinch a
spotintheTokyoOlympicsqualification tournament.
But Japan cannot be taken

lightly. The Asian Games gold
medallists are one of the most
improved sides in recent times
andthehostsareknowntostumble in crunch situations, a fact
thatwillgiveAikmanhopeahead
of the key encounter.
India’s failure to reach the
finalherewillnotendtheirhopes
ofclinchingaTokyoberthasthey
can still qualify for the 14-team
Olympic qualification tournament on the basis of rankings.
However, missing the bus at
Bhubaneswarwillleadtoalossof
face for Indian hockey and could
result in a few heads rolling.
Even before the start of the
tournament, the Indians knew
theirrealtestwillcomeinsemi-finals whoever be their opponent.
Japanwereexpectedtoreachthe
final going by their recent performance and they were supposed to meet either USA or
South Africa in the last-four
stage.
However, the Americans finishedaheadofJapanonthebasis
ofbettergoaldifferenceasJapan
paid the price for not scoring
enoughgoalsagainstMexico(3-1)
in their opening game. USA
slammed nine goals past their

neighbours and thus enjoyed a
big advantage.
Incontrast,Indiahaditeasyin
Pool A despite struggling a bit
againstPolandbeforewinning3-1
in the second match. They were
not challenged much in that
match; it’s just that they failed to
execute their tactics properly.
“We didn’t start well enough
(vs Poland). I think one of the
things we keep talking about is
the guys getting distracted from
their task and we have to find a
way to stay focused,” Reid had
said after the match.
ThoughIndiathrashedUzbekistan 10-0 after that, they will
havetocomeupwithaconsistent
performance,maintainfocusand
notallowJapanmanychances.In
the three matches so far, India
havescored23goalswithAkashdeepSinghcontributingfive.The
other forwards, Mandeep Singh
and Simranjeet Singh, too have
scoredgoalsand createdpenalty
corners—26 in all of which drag
flickers, Harmanpreet Singh,
AmitRohidasandVarunKumar,
have eight goals.
If India have to win on Friday,
their forwards and drag flickers
will have to be on their toes.
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Neymar-less Brazil eye Copa title
STAR ATTRACTION With Neymar out,
focus will be on Messi, who at 31 is
running out of time to land a major
international honour with Argentina
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

RIO DE JANEIRO:Brazil should have

been gearing up for another
major home sporting spectacle
with renewed optimism that
star forward Neymar would
help bring to an end a 12-year
trophy drought.
But instead, the Selecao’s
golden boy is dominating the
build-up to a tournament he will
miss due to an ankle injury for
all the wrong reasons.
Neymar is embroiled in a
rape scandal in which he has
been accused of forcing himself
on a model he met through
social media in a hotel room in
the French capital, where he
plys his club trade for Paris
Saint-Germain.
The scandal quickly snowballed and three days later, after
a senior Brazilian federation
official had said he would “bet”
that Neymar would pull out of
the Copa, the PSG forward
injured ankle ligaments in a 2-0
friendly victory over tournament invitees Qatar.
‘IT’S A SHAME’
Coach Tite insists that Brazil
are still in fine fettle ahead of the
tournament, which they
haven’t won since 2007 when a
team inspired by former Real
Madrid and AC Milan forward
Robinho outclassed Lionel
Messi’s Argentina 3-0 in the

n

n

Neymar will miss Brazil’s Copa America campaign owing to an ankle injury.

nament in similar style to Brazil, thumping Nicaragua 5-1 in a
friendly with Messi bagging a
brace.
“We showed a clear game
plan and in-form players,” said
coach Lionel Scaloni, who
brings a young and inexperienced squad to Brazil.
“With the forwards we have
and our defensive solidity, we’re
going wage war in the Copa.”

Two-time reigning champions Chile, who beat Argentina
on penalties in 2015 and the oneoff Centenario tournament in
the United States in 2016, will
have their work cut out to claim
a hat-trick of titles.
Chile are in a tough group C
alongside record 15-time winners Uruguay and guests Japan,
competing for the second time
after a poor showing in 1999

GETTY IMAGES

when they failed to win a match.
Qatar are the other invitees,
for the first time, in the 12-team
tournament -- a significant
opportunity for the newly
crowned Asian champions
ahead of hosting the next World
Cup in 2022.
Their Spanish coach Felix
Sanchez has described this as a
“significant step in our journey
towards the World Cup”.

‘Griezmann leaving United hope to soar on the
Atletico for Barca’ wings of new signee James
HT Correspondent
NEW DELHI: Wales winger Daniel

Trafford is unlikely to be an
attractive destination for world
class footballers eyeing major
trophies.

James on Wednesday completed
his £15 million move to Premier
League giants Manchester
United from second-tier Swansea City to become Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer’s first signing at the
club.
United reportedly fended off
interest from Marcelo Bielsa’s
Leeds and fellow top-flight club
Brighton, signing James on a
five-year contract with the
option for an additional year.
“Daniel is an exciting young
winger with lots of skill, vision,
exceptional pace and a good
work ethic. He had a great season
with Swansea City and has all
the attributes needed to become
a Manchester United player,”
Solskjaer told the club’s website.
James’s arrival comes close
on the heels of United opting out
of a possible deal for Real Madrid
star Gareth Bale, according to
reports in England and Spain.
The two developments in the
transfer market signal a
renewed interest at Old Trafford
to bring and develop young British talent.

ATTACKING OPTION
James, without the pedigree or
experience of Bale, comes as a
low-cost, low-risk alternative to
United’s options on the wings.
The club used Anthony Martial,
Marcus Rashford and Alexis
Sanchez in turns on the left wing
last season. And on the right
flank, United used make-shift
options like Rashford, Jesse Lingard, Juan Mata, and even
Lukaku.
A conventional winger with
the ability to play on either flank,
James will immediately improve
United’s attacking depth.
The tail-end of the last season,
meanwhile, exposed United’s
inability to speed up the tempo in
big games or press opponents
high up on the pitch.
In that regard, a fast winger
like James is likely to be of help
to Solskjaer. However, it
remains to be seen whether the
youngster can cope with the
pressure and expectations of
playing for a club of United’s
stature.

n

French forward Antoine Griezmann was linked to Barcelona last
AFP
year as well but he decided to stay at Atletico Madrid.

Agencies
n
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BARCELONA: Atletico Madrid

director Miguel Angel Gil Marin
has indicated that the club’s star
striker Antoine Griezmann is
heading to Catalan giants Barcelona this summer.
The French forward was heavily linked to Barcelona last year
before he eventually decided to
stay in the Spanish capital. This
time, however, Griezmann has
already announced his intention
to leave the club.
“I am very certain where Antoine will play, we have known
since March,” Gil Marin told
Movistar Plus’ Toros on Wednesday. “It is in Barcelona.”
However, despite Gil Marin’s
insistence, both Barcelona and
Griezmann have kept mum on
any possible agreement for a deal.
Manchester United are
reported to be among the potential suitors for Griezmann.
REAL SIGN LEFT-BACK
MENDY FROM LYON
MADRID: Real Madrid continued
their summer spending spree on
Wednesday by completing the
signing of left-back Ferland
Mendy from Lyon.
Mendy has signed a six-year
contract with Madrid, who have
now added four new players for
next season following the arrivals of Eder Militao, Eden Hazard
and Luka Jovic.
Hazard was the most expensive of the quartet, joining in a
deal that could reach up to €145
million, while Militao and Jovic

each cost around €50 and €65 million respectively.
The fee for Mendy was reportedly set at around €50 million,
which would mean Madrid’s
summer spending is already
worth around €300 million in
total. “Real Madrid and Lyon
have agreed the transfer of Ferland Mendy,” an official club
statement read.
AS ROMA DECIDE TO
WITHDRAW FROM ICC
ROME: AS Roma have pulled out of
this year’s International Champions Cup (ICC) pre-season tournament because of their “unforeseen involvement” in the early
rounds of Europa League qualifying, the Serie A club said on
Wednesday.
Roma’s sixth-place finish in
Serie A last season meant they
missed out on the Champions
League and must now take part in
the second round of the Europa
League qualifiers, which start on
July 25 and clash with the ICC.
BILIC APPOINTED
WEST BROM MANAGER
LONDON: Former Croatia and
West Ham boss Slaven Bilic has
been handed the task of leading
West Brom back to the Premier
League, the Championship side
announced on Thursday.
The Baggies have appointed
Bilic on a two-year deal as the permanent successor to replace Darren Moore, who was controversially sacked in March with West
Brom sitting fourth.
“I’m delighted with this opportunity of course,” said Bilic.

sportm@hindustantimes.com

LONDON:Champions Manchester

S H O R T PA S S E S

n

Champs Man City to kick
off season at West Ham

Reuters

final.
Tite admitted Neymar would
be missed, saying “it’s a shame
to not have one of the three best
players in the world.”
But he said that rather than
reflect on what they’re missing,
“inside the squad we’re much
more focussed on working hard,
training well, preparing for
matches, which has been our
main focus.”
The Selecao’s last warm-up
match was a 7-0 thrashing of
10-man Honduras in which Neymar’s absence certainly wasn’t
felt, with his substitute David
Neres scoring in the rout.
Manchester City forward
Gabriel Jesus and Liverpool’s
Roberto Firmino also got in
amongst the goals while Everton’s Richarlison provided several assists.
The hosts open the tournament in Sao Paulo on Friday
against Bolivia, winners on
home soil in 1963.
‘CLEAR GAME PLAN’
With Neymar out, the tournament’s biggest star will be
Messi, who at 31 is running out
of time to finally land a major
international honor with
Argentina.
He has been on the losing side
in three finals, including the last
two against Chile, and the 2014
World Cup in Brazil when Germany triumphed.
They warmed up for the tour-

PREMIER LEAGUE
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FROOME’S
SURGERY
SUCCESSFUL
SAINT-ÉTIENNE, FRANCE : Four-time
Tour de France winner Chris
Froome has undergone a successful four-hour operation following a devastating crash and
could be back racing in six
months, his surgeon said on
Thursday.
The Kenyan-born Froome,
was airlifted to hospital in SaintEtienne for emergency surgery
after slamming into a wall
at high speed during practice
on Wednesday ahead of the
fourth stage of the Criterium du
Dauphine race in central
France.
The force of the impact fractured his pelvis, right femur,
and left him with broken ribs
and a broken right elbow.
The 34-year-old Briton would
remain in intensive care for
48 hours before being authorised to move to a unit specialising in rehabilitation.
AFP

n

Daniel James.

REUTERS

Over the past few seasons,
United have splashed the cash on
a few occasions, spending significant sums to rope in established
stars, most notably Angel di
Maria, Paul Pogba, Romelu
Lukaku and Alexis Sanchez,
among many others.
The returns from those
investments haven’t been as significant as expected by United.
Given this record, United’s lack
of interest in Bale, in particular,
isn’t surprising.
The club is also facing new
realities in the transfer market
after six seasons of instability in
the post-Alex Ferguson era.
Despite the club’s riches, Old

City will kick off their 2019-20
Premier League season with an
away trip to West Ham United
while Liverpool get the ball
rolling with a Friday evening
home clash against promoted
Norwich City.
The fixtures also included a
meaty first-weekend clash with
Manchester United hosting
Chelsea, who finished third last
season.
Tottenham Hotspur, who
completed the top-four last season, are at home to Aston Villa,
who returned to the top flight
via the play-offs after a threeseason absence.
Arsenal travel to Newcastle
United while Sheffield United,
the other promoted club, start
at Bournemouth.
Leicester City host Wolverhampton Wanderers, Burnley
face Southampton, Crystal Palace host Everton and FA Cup
runners-up Watford are at home
to Brighton and Hove Albion.
The season starts on Friday,
August 9.
The upcoming top flight season will be the first to include a
brief mid-season break. A set of
fixtures will be spread over a
two-week period in February,
meaning all clubs get a week off.
It will also feature the Video
Assistant Referee (VAR) system
for the first time.
Pep Guardiola’s Manchester
City, who completed an unprecedented domestic treble last season, have a relatively comfortable start to the new campaign,
although they do face Tottenham, who knocked them out of
last season’s Champions League
in the quarter-finals, at home on
the second weekend.
They then travel to Bournemouth, host Brighton, visit
Norwich and then take on
Watford at the Etihad.
Premier League runners-up
and European champions Liverpool’s first six games feature a
home match against Arsenal
and an away trip to Chelsea.
The first game between last
season’s title rivals takes place
at Anfield on November 9.
Tottenham and Arsenal fans
will not have long to wait for the
season’s first North London

KEY FIXTURES
With the Premier League announcing the fixtures list for
the 2019-20 season, here’s a look at the hot dates when
top-six—Manchester City, Liverpool, Chelsea, Arsenal,
Manchester United and Tottenham—will lock horns:

n

Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City will aim to continue their
dominance in the new season.
AP PHOTO

Aug 11: Man United v Chelsea

Jan 1, 2020: Arsenal v Man United

Aug 17: Man City v Tottenham

Jan 11: Tottenham v Liverpool

Aug 24: Liverpool v Arsenal

Jan 18: Liverpool v Man United

Aug 31: Arsenal v Tottenham

Jan 22: Chelsea v Arsenal

Sep 21: Chelsea v Liverpool

Feb 1: Tottenham v Man City

Sep 28: Man United v Arsenal

Feb 8: Chelsea v Man United

Oct 19: Man United v Liverpool

Feb 22: Chelsea v Tottenham

Oct 26: Liverpool v Tottenham

Feb 29: Man City v Arsenal

Nov 9: Liverpool v Man City

Mar 7: Man United v Man City

Nov 23: Man City v Chelsea

Mar 14: Tottenham v Man United

Dec 3: Man United v Tottenham

Mar 21: Chelsea v Man City

Dec 7: Man City v Man United

Apr 4: Man City v Liverpool

Dec 14: Arsenal v Man City

Apr 25: Tottenham v Arsenal

Dec 21: Tottenham v Chelsea

May 2: Arsenal v Liverpool

Dec 28: Arsenal v Chelsea

May 9: Liverpool v Chelsea

THE UPCOMING TOP
FLIGHT SEASON WILL
BE THE FIRST TO
INCLUDE A BRIEF MIDSEASON BREAK. A SET
OF FIXTURES WILL BE
SPREAD OVER A
TWO-WEEK PERIOD
IN FEBRUARY.
derby, with the sides meeting at
the Emirates on August 31.
Other notable dates include

Liverpool’s trip to Manchester
United on October 19 and the
Manchester derby at the Etihad
Stadium on December 7.
The season will end on May 17
when City host Norwich,
Liverpool are at Newcastle,
Tottenham go to Crystal Palace
and Chelsea host Wolverhampton Wanderers. City are the
bookmakers’ favourites to
retain the title, followed by Liverpool, Tottenham and Chelsea.
Sheffield United, who have
returned to the Premier League
for the first time since 2007, are
favourites for the drop.

INDIA ROUNDUP

Ter Sahakyan off to winning start
Agencies/HTC
n
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MUMBAI: Grand Master Samwel

Ter Sahakyan, from Armenia,
overcame the challenge of tournament leader, Grand Master
Aleksandrov Aleksej from Belarus, in the 12th Mumbai Mayor’s
Chess tournament here on

Thursday. In the top-board game
between GM Aleksej (2588) and
GM Ter (2611), the latter emerged
on tops after his opponent made a
dubious pawn sacrifice on the
19th move. From then on Ter’s
excellent technique was on full
display. He spun a terrific web
around Alexandrov’s King and
won in grand style.

KOTHARI ENTERS FINAL
OF BILLIARDS MEET
MELBOURNE: Reigning world billiards champion Sourav Kothari
stormed into the final of the
Pacific International Billiards
with a thrilling win over Dhvaj
Haria here on Thursday.
In the final, Kothari will take
on Peter Gilchrist of Singapore.

SPORTS ROUNDUP

World Archery board
to decide AAI’s fate
Agencies
KOLKATA: Indian archers may

board will decide next steps.
Assuming everything proceeds,
it would seem a ‘suspension,” an
WA official said.

have hit the bull’s eye after
a long time but all is not well
with the national federation
which may get suspended by the
world body in its executive
board meeting in the Netherlands Friday.
The 15-member executive
board of World Archery headed
by its president Ugur Erdener
will vote whether to suspend
Archery Association of India
or not after evaluating the
reports submitted by the two
parallel elected bodies of the
AAI.
The executive board of the
WA will meet at Den Bosch,
Netherlands on Friday.
“World Archery will receive
the reports from both meetings,
evaluate and then the executive

TSITSIPAS SUFFERS
SHOCK DEFEAT
ROSMALEN, NETHERLANDS: Greek
star Stefanos Tsitsipas suffered
a shock defeat in his first grasscourt match of the season with a
second-round loss to Chilean
Nicolas Jarry in Hertogenbosch
on Thursday.
The 20-year-old top seed,
playing for the first time since a
dramatic fourth-round French
Open exit against Stan
Wawrinka, was beaten 6-4, 3-6,
6-4 by the world No 60.
Jarry will next face either
Kazakh Mikhail Kuskushkin
or France’s Richard Gasquet in
the quarter-finals after his
victory over world number
six Tsitsipas.

n
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WOMEN’S WORLD CUP

Le Sommer penalty lifts hosts France past Norway
Agencies
n
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NICE: Eugenie Le Sommer scored
a penalty awarded after a VAR
review to give Women’s World
Cup hosts France a battling 2-1
win over Norway on Wednesday
and keep them on course to finish
top of Group A.
Valerie Gauvin, who was
dropped for France’s opening
game after arriving late to training, was recalled and broke the

deadlock less than a minute into
the second half in Nice.
However, centre-back Wendie
Renard – on target twice in Friday’s 4-0 defeat of South Korea –
gifted the Norwegians an equaliser on 54 minutes with a bizarre
own goal. France were then
awarded a penalty on 72 minutes
when Ingrid Syrstad Engen made
a mess of an attempted clearance,
raking her studs down the leg of
Marion Torrent after minimal
contact with the ball.

LE SOMMER CONVERTED
FOR HER SECOND GOAL
IN AS MANY GAMES TO
LEAVE FRANCE TOP OF
THE GROUP
Le Sommer converted for her
second goal in as many games to
leave France top of the group on
six points, three ahead of Norway
and Nigeria going into the final
round of matches.

US DILEMMA
France’s last group game against
Nigeria will be a double-edged
sword as a draw will see them
advance as top of Group A, but
will also send them towards a
likely quarter-final clash against
the United States.
The US are widely expected to
also top their group after claiming a record 13-0 victory against
Thailand. The draw shows that
Group A and Group F winners, if
they win their last-16 matches,

will face each other for a place
in the last four on June 28 in
Paris.
The prospect of facing the
three-time world champions does
not seem to worry coach Corinne
Diacre, who does not want to see
past the June 17 match against
African champions Nigeria.
“I take it game by game. We
want a perfect record,” she said.
“We are still underdogs (in the
competition). We’re not favourites at all.”
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‘IKNOWI’LLBE
COMPAREDTO
EMILYBLUNT’
Actor Parineeti Chopra says that she is
aware of people’s expectations, but hopes
that she will deliver with the new film

Juhi Chakraborty
or any actor, the biggest
achievement is when
they can get into the
skin of the character
and make it their own. And
Parineeti Chopra is one
such actor, who has never
shied away from going the
distance with her films and
the proof of it is her
filmography. Be it the feisty
Zoya in Ishaqzaade (2012), a
peculiar scientist Meeta in
Hasee Toh Phasee (2014) or her
small but impactful role of
Jeevani Kaur in her latest,
Kesari, Parineeti has always
challenged herself. Now, she is
set to star in the official
remake of 2016 Hollywood
thriller The Girl on the Train
will see her reprising the
hugely acclaimed role of the
protagonist essayed by Emily
Blunt.
But remakes are a tricky
territory especially when it
comes to popular films, and
comparisons, are inevitable.
So, is she fine with people
comparing her with the

F

Emily Blunt
PHOTO: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS

Hollywood actor? “Emily’s
performance in the original
film had blown my mind, and
it is a privilege for me to play
the character that she has
essayed so brilliantly on
screen. The restrain and range
she showed as an actor while
playing a girl who is troubled
and battling herself in the film
showed what a fantastic actor
she is,” says Parineeti.
The actor understands that
when one is starring in a
remake of a loved film, “there
are expectations to match the

original, if not better
it”. “So, I realise that
the audience will look at
our film and draw
comparisons to the
original as well as compare
my portrayal of the
protagonist to Emily’s,” adds
the 30-year-old actor.
However, Parineeti is quick
to add that rather than
thinking too much about the
comparisons, she wants to “do
my best to bring this character
to life for Indian audiences”.
She elaborates, “There is
nothing an actor in the remake
can do to steer away from this
conversation so the best way
to approach this film for me is
to embrace the fact that
parallels will be drawn. Since
the original film was so well
received by people, I’m hoping
my film will also receive equal
acclaim.”
Based on the 2015 best-seller
by Paula Hawkins, the film
narrates the story of a
divorcée woman who gets
entangled in a shocking
missing person’s investigation
that throws her life to the

Parineeti
Chopra

brink.
Parineeti
compliments
Emily for
giving her a
“super
reference
point” to
start her
prep for the
film.
“Emily has
brought to life
a character
from paper
and she
was
genius at it.
I will look to
try and add
my own rendition to
the character that people have
seen and loved so much. As an
actor, I have always wanted to
challenge myself and enjoy the
process of acting,” says
Parineeti, adding, “This role
gives me an opportunity to do
just that and showcase my
versatility even more. I hope it
will be interesting for people to
see how Emily and I performed
the same role with our
individual uniqueness.”
n
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BTS GOES
INTERGALACTIC
TS may be the biggest
stars on Earth right now,
but this latest move by
NASA is taking them up into
the stratosphere. According
to E! Online, the United
States’ National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
has confirmed that three
BTS songs — Mikrokosmos,
134340 and Moonchild—
will be making their way to
outer space on the federal
agency’s next moon
mission.

B

Shreya Mukherjee
inger Neeti Mohan, who
tied the knot with modelactor Nihar Pandya in
February this year, says
her “life could not have been
any better”. You can’t possibly
miss the glow and smile on
Neeti’s face as she starts
talking about Nihar.
“I am just way happier now,
and I feel it’s so beautiful to get
married. All this while I
thought [marriage] will take
away from my career and it
will only add to my
responsibilities. But I
somehow feel that the opposite
has happened,” shares Neeti,
who was in the Capital to
promote her latest song,
Kudiye Ni, with Aparshakti
Khurana.
“Happy and relaxed”, Neeti
feels blessed to have got the
most supportive husband and
in-laws. “Life has definitely
changed for the better. Also,
more than anything else, my
parents are happy. They
always told us [my sisters and
I] that ‘when you meet the
right person who just gets the
best out of you, life becomes
better’. So, I think I’m very
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fortunate that way,” she
says.
While the couple
completes four months of
marital bliss this month,
their fans must be wondering
why their honeymoon
pictures haven’t made it to
the social media yet. To
which, Neeti says, “We are
going this weekend.”
Adding why they could not
make it happen earlier, she
says, “After I got married, I
started working immediately
and did not take a break. So,
finally, I have got some time
and managed a 15-day break,
so we can go for our
honeymoon. Nihar also
managed his schedule
accordingly. We will be going
to Switzerland and as soon as I
am back, I will get back to
work again.”
Unlike many female
celebrities, who take a
sabbatical after marriage,
Neeti calls herself lucky to
have got such an
understanding partner in
Nihar, who “understands me
and makes sure that I follow
my dreams.”
And then, Neeti goes on to
say how Nihar loves her songs
especially Nainowale Ne

DHARMENDRA TO
REPLACE VINOD
KHANNA?

alman Khan’s Dabangg 3
is slated to resume
shoot soon. Mystery that
remains unsolved is who
will play Salman-Arbaaz’s
father? Post Vinod Khanna’s
demise, the makers are
reportedly in search for a
new face. A recent news
report in Deccan Chronicle
suggests that Dharmendra
could be roped in. The
report states that Salman
Khan insists Dharmendra
should play his father.
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Nihar Pandya and Neeti Mohan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETIMOHAN18

(Padmaavat; 2018), Jiya Re
(Jab Tak Hai Jaan; 2012), Ishq
Wala Love (Student of the
Year; 2012). “I remember, once
Sau Aasmaan (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) was playing
somewhere and Nihar said, ‘Is
this your song?’ and then he
told me how all this while, he
loved that song and my voice
but never knew it was me,” she
shares, adding with a laugh,
“But you know, he has to like
all my songs now, he has no
other option.”
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Bhushan Kumar and Sanjay Gupta
join hands for Mumbai Saga

PHOTO: HTCS

STOP PRESS

Swiss
honeymoon
for Neeti
and Nihar

(From left,
second row):
Jackie Shroff,
Gulshan Grover,
John Abraham,
Bhushan Kumar,
Emraan Hashmi,
Sanjay Gupta,
Amole Gupte,
and Rohit Roy
(From left, front
row): Prateik
Babbar and
Suniel Shetty

-HTC
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being declared as such to our valued
readers.

ith the completion of
25 years in Bollywood,
Sanjay Gupta is ready
to get back in the director’s
seat with Mumbai Saga — a
gangster drama, set in the
1980s-90s revolving around all
that went into transforming
Bombay into Mumbai.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series, this
ensemble cast film stars John
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Abraham, Emraan Hashmi,
Jackie Shroff, Suniel Shetty,
Prateik Babbar, Gulshan
Grover, Rohit Roy, and Amole
Gupte, among others, and will
go on floors next month.
Speaking on the film,
Bhushan says, “Mumbai Saga
is our first film in the
gangster drama genre and
who better than Sanjay to
direct it. The film is inspired

by true events and yet the
characters are larger than
life. The entire cast will bring
so much to the table.”
An excited Sanjay adds,
“Twenty five years and 17
films later, I had to give my
audience something bigger
and better. Mumbai Saga is by
far my most ambitious film
which needed a visionary
producer. I am grateful to

ALI FAZAL TURNS
DIRECTOR FOR
BEST FRIEND’S
WEDDING FILM

Shadaagets40million
plusviewsonYouTube
E
ver since the trailer of
the highly anticipated
Punjabi Film Shadaa,
starring the
blockbuster jodi of Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru Bajwa,
launched less than three
weeks ago, followed by an
onslaught of eye-catching
and ear-filling songs one
after another, audiences
just can’t get enough of this
film! Shadaa has
accumulated more than 40
million views and more
than five lakh likes on
Youtube, which is an
unheard feat for any
Punjabi film. As the
summer heat heats the
season and Shadaa heats up
Youtube, Punjabi audiences
worldwide are getting ready
to heat up the box office,
later this month, when
Shadaa releases. This is the
fifth film of this blockbuster
duo, which has set new box
office benchmarks every
time they have come
together on screen with
their previous outings in
Jihne Mera Dil Luteya, Jatt
& Juliet 1 and 2, and
Sardaarji. This time they
are coming together after a
gap of four years and the
anticipation for Punjabi
audiences to see them
together on screen is
evident from the large
numbers this film’s content
is tracking online.
As stated by the
producers, “Shadaa is a
comedy romance examining
the pros and cons of
marriage and whether one
should marry or remain an
eternal bachelor, as shown
in the trailer with its funny
one-liners.”

Bhushan for putting his faith
and might in it. It is one such
story that needs to be told on
screen.”
Gulshan Kumar presents,
T-Series and White Feature
Films production, Mumbai
Saga is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Krishan Kumar and
Anuradha Gupta and directed
by Sanjay Gupta. The film is
likely to release in 2020. — HTC

Shreya Mukherjee
ctor Ali Fazal’s is wearing
two hats these days — one
of an actor and the other
of a director. He has two short
films, out of which, one is a
thriller, which will release
later this year and the second
one is inspired by the
legendary late actor Guru
Dutt. Though not a trained
director, the actor decided to
give direction a chance
because of his keen interest in
the field. Apart from these two
films, Ali recently also
directed a wedding film for his
best friend Vijay, which was
shot in Kochi.
Ali, who flew to Kochi with
his girlfriend Richa Chadha to
attend the occasion, not only
took part in all the ceremonies
but also fulfilled his promise of
making the film.
“It’s been a bunch of friends
whose lives since college
somehow revolved around the
movies. So, as luck would have
it, I had an idea about things.
All of us close friends have
been planning this for a while.
I just got a great team and
friend to shoot it and edit it.
Vijay and Amrita’s efforts on
creating the coolest wedding
required the right footage to
aid and enhance these
celebrations,” says Ali.
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Shadaa in Punjabi means
an unmarried person
beyond the eligible age of
marriage but this film has
also coined a new word
Shadee, the female
equivalent to this male
word. Diljit Dosanjh is
playing a character who
wants to get married but
was unable to because he
was always chasing the
wrong path and Neeru
Bajwa plays the character of

woman who doesn’t need a
man in her life. This is the
perfect formula for a
comedy romance
blockbuster! Written and
directed by Jagdeep Sidhu,
the director of the
blockbuster film Qismat,
produced by Atul Bhalla,
Amit Bhalla of A&A
Advisors and Anurag Singh,
Aman Gill, Pawan Gill of
Brat Films, it releases
worldwide on June 21, 2019.

n

‘I MIGHT GET
INTO POLITICS
IN THE FUTURE’
Pooja Sharma

ayush Sharma believes in
giving back to the society.
Recently, the actor
helped schools in his
hometown, Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, to include
extracurricular activities as
part of their curriculum. He
took up this initiative to help
children provide platform to
hone their different skills. The
actor says he also wants to set
up a school in the future. He
adds, “There is an amazing
pool of talent in Himachal
Pradesh, but they don’t have
the opportunity to showcase
their talents. With time, I
want to open a film school in

A

Himachal. We have IIT in
Himachal, then why not a film
school?”
Aayush hails from a family
of politicians. On asking if he
has political ambitions too, he
says, “Never say never! I do
have political opinions, which
I suppress now because I’m an
actor and I don’t want to get
into any unnecessary
controversy. In future, I might
get into politics if I feel I can
bring some change.” Talking
further about his hometown
the Loveyatri (2018) actor adds
that he really misses the
mountains. “As a kid, I would
trek every day and find
beautiful locations where
nobody would go. I’m waiting
for my son (Ahil) to grow
up so that I take him on a trek
with me. Mumbai is my home
and Mumbaikars have been
really welcoming,” says
Aayush.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Aayush
Sharma

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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AUBREY, KUMAIL TO
PRESENT MTV
AWARDS
Scheduled to be held on June 17,
MTV Movie and TV Awards 2019
has released its star-studded
list of presenters

Aubrey Plaza;
(right) Kumail
Nanjiani
PHOTOS:

Josh Hartnett returns
to the small screen
with a thriller-drama

SHUTTERSTOCK

iKON’s frontman
quits over drug
allegations
outh Korean popstar, Kim
Hanbin, better known as
B.I., has released a
statement in which he has
confirmed that he has quit his
group, iKON. The statement
came from the 22-year-old
after he was accused of
purchasing marijuana and
LSD, back in 2016.
“I apologise for the
inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true
that I once wanted to rely on
things that were so hard and
painful that I should not even
have an interest. But I was also
scared... However, I am also
ashamed and sorry to all of
you and the members who are
greatly disappointed and
hurt... I want to leave my team
and humbly reflect on my
mistakes. I apologise once
again for your heartfelt
sympathy...,” read his
statement on social media.
Purchasing drugs is a
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serious offence in South
Korea. If convicted, he could
face up to four years in prison.
iKON’s management
company, too, released a
statement confirming
Hanbin’s departure from the
group.
A section of fans kick
started an online petition
asking the company to
reinstate him, as they feel that
Hanbin did “nothing worth
ending his whole career” —
the singer only admitted to
considering drug purchase,
and not actually going through
with it or using anything.
“I hope iKON are w/ Hanbin
or have his family w/ him to
comfort him rn & talk it out...
Him just considering doing
things & having intents to
leave is alrdy alarming (sic),”
wrote one user.
After Hanbin’s exit, iKON
comprises Bobby, Jay, DK,
HTC
Ju-ne, Song, and Chan.

I apologise for the inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true that I once wanted to rely
on things that were so hard and painful that I should not
even have an interest... I want to leave my team and
humbly reflect on my mistakes.
KIM HANBIN SINGER-SONGWRITER

Josh Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and
30 Days of Night (2007)

ctors Aubrey Plaza,
Kumail Nanjiani, Dave
Bautista, and Jameela
Jamil are among the
Hollywood stars who will be
presenting at the MTV Awards
2019.
According to The
Hollywood Reporter, the lineup for this year’s movie and
television awards also
includes Daniel Levy, David
Spade, Kiernan Shipka, Maude
Apatow, Mj Rodriguez,
Shameik Moore, and Storm
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Reid. Both the red carpet and
the award ceremony will be
streamed live.
New categories were
introduced in this edition,
including reality royalty, most
meme-able moment, and best
real-life hero.
Game of Thrones, RBG, and
Avengers: Endgame lead the
nominations list.
The awards ceremony, to be
hosted by Shazam! actor
Zachary Levi, will be held on
PTI
June 17.

THIS YEAR, MTV
AWARDS HAS NEW
CATEGORIES,
INCLUDING REALITY
ROYALTY, MOST
MEME-ABLE MOMENT,
AND BEST REAL-LIFE
HERO. GAME OF
THRONES, RBG,
AND AVENGERS:
ENDGAME LEAD THE
NOMINATIONS
LIST

earl Harbor (2001) star
Josh Hartnett is set to star
in the thriller series,
Paradise Lost. According to
The Hollywood Reporter, the
10-episode show will also
feature actors Bridget Regan,
Barbara Hershey, and Nick
Nolte.
The series revolves around
a psychiatrist (played by
Regan) who moves from
California to her husband’s
(played by Hartnett)
hometown in Mississippi,
where she uncovers secrets
that change the lives of
everybody involved.
Rodes Fishburne has

P

created and written the
series. He is also attached as
an executive producer and
showrunner. Arika
Lisanne Mittman and John
Lee Hancock will serve as coshowrunners. Hancock will
direct the pilot episode.
The release date of the
show is yet to be announced.
Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and 30
Days of Night (2007). His
production credits include
August (2008) and 6 Below:
Miracle on the Mountain
(2017).

PTI

Kevin Hart sued for
assault and battery
Kevin Hart was
in news last
year after his
old homophobic
tweets led to
him stepping
down as Oscar
host PHOTO:
CHRISTOPHER
POLK/AFP

ctor-comedian Kevin Hart
is facing a lawsuit from a
woman who claims that
she was injured by a member
of his security team.
Carmen Marrero alleged
that one of his security guards,
who she referred to as John
Doe, caused her “to fall and
sustain serious personal
injuries” while Hart was being
escorted out of a building in
New York City in January,
People quoted the documents
obtained by The Blast.
Marrero has accused the
guard of assault and battery
alleging that she was
“seriously and permanently
injured” from the incident.
She is seeking unspecified
damages.
According to People, the
incident is believed to have

A

taken place around the same
time Hart pulled out of Oscars
last year in December on
account of his homophobic
tweets from the past.
Hart is known for films such
as Ride Along (2014), Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle (2017),
and Night School (2018).
ANI

A WOMAN CLAIMS
THAT ONE OF KEVIN
HART’S SECURITY
GUARDS CAUSED HER
‘TO FALL AND SUSTAIN
SERIOUS PERSONAL
INJURIES’
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It is about time that a healthy lifestyle is
adopted. An investment opportunity
needs to be weighed properly, before
committing your money. Pressure of
work is set to increase. A pressing
domestic problem will be resolved to the
satisfaction of all. A long vacation with
partner is indicated for some. You may think
in terms of buying or selling property, as stars

Lucy Hale: The American actor, known for her role
in TV shows Pretty Little Liars, turns 30 today.

appear favourable.

Those feeling unwell for sometime are
likely to recover quickly. The time is ripe
to add to your financial assets. Today,
you may get the opportunity to further
your aims both on the professional and
personal fronts. A vacation is on the
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
cards, but reservation may become a
problem. Getting the best price for a house
or property may become problematic and force
you to rethink. Academically, you are likely to excel.

You move towards total fitness. Spending
without a set plan is likely to make you
touch savings. You are likely to get a
chance to spend an enjoyable time with
someone close today. Those seeking a
break from the routine can expect to go
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
on an enjoyable vacation. A new
acquisition will meet your aim of keeping up
with the Joneses. You will need to be quick on
the academic front, before the pressure overwhelms you.

Daily workouts promise to work wonders
for your health, but you will need to be
regular. Earning is likely to improve and
will help ward off an expected financial
crunch. A lot is happening on the home
CANCER
front, so expect to enjoy an exciting time
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
today. Commuting can eat into your
leisure time today. Moving to a new place
will be like a breath of fresh air. A satisfactory
performance on the academic front may come as a big relief for some.

Love Focus: You get the opportunity to impress someone on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Newlyweds are likely to plan out a short vacation
together.

Love Focus: Pop the question only if you are certain of the answer,
otherwise don’t rush things and spend some more time together!

Love Focus: Those craving companionship will need to cast their net
wider.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Golden

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will take positive steps towards
achieving perfect health. You will be in a
position to earn well and party hard!
Homemakers may find it cumbersome
to effect changes at home. Travelling on
a business trip may not bring the
expected returns, but you will still benefit.
This is a good time to invest in property. A
family youngster is likely to make you proud by
his or her achievements.

Peak physical fitness is assured for those
working out. Try what you may, making
your mark in a totally different field will
be difficult. Spouse or a family member
may have lined up a surprise for you
today. Pilgrimage may help in evolving
spiritually. Time is ripe to buy property.
Admission to the institute or university of
choice may become a reality for some,
especially those aspiring to study abroad.

Choosing the best from several health
options may appear confusing. Your
initiative to open new avenues of
earning may meet with partial success.
Do your bit for a family elder to avoid
getting into an embarrassing situation.
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
Travelling may prove therapeutic for
some. Those thinking of renovation may be
forced to shelve the project for some time. Your
example as a role model may be quoted on the academic front.

Irregular eating may not be in your favour.
Someone you had been banking on for
monetary assistance may back out at the
last moment. Chances of bagging a
lucrative assignment look real, so keep
at it. Some turbulence on the domestic
SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
front is in store, but don’t escalate
matters. Smooth going is indicated for
those on a long journey. Feeling paranoid about
a property deal may not be without basis, so remain alert. Admission
to a prestigious institute may become a reality for some.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Love and passion can dominate your mind today, so plan
on a most happening evening!

Love Focus: Channelising all your energy in wooing the one you like
is certain to brighten your chances for romance.

Love Focus: Your brooding nature may not let you enjoy lover’s
company.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light Blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Pink

A lucrative investment opportunity can
tempt you, but take the suggestions of
others before putting in money. Your
skills and expertise will prove your
biggest assets in getting established in
a new job. Health may cause concern,
SAGITTARIUS
but will be nothing serious. A family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
friend is likely to give good health advice.
Those in love may plan an outing together.
Success is ordained for those involved in a property dispute.

Neglecting seasonal changes may lead to
illness, so take adequate precautions. A
financial issue is likely to go in your
favour. You will manage to convince
business partner about your pet project.
Travelling long distance by road may not
CAPRICORN
be too comfortable, due to frequent
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
delays and traffic jams. Some of you are set
to shift into a bigger house. Those pursuing
higher studies will be able to make good progress.

New approach to a nagging health problem
will help in dealing with it better. Gains
from various sources will keep the
coffers brimming. A competition that
had instilled fear in you will be aced
without much difficulty. Witnessing an
AQUARIUS
event with family is on the cards for some.
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
A long journey may prove tiring and boring.
Some of you are set to shift into a bigger home.
Someone may be following your progress on the academic front.

You manage to remain healthy. Repaying a
loan may pose some difficulties, so start
cutting corners. Support of a well-wisher
at work will prove a morale booster and
lighten the workload. Constant
interruptions are likely to prevent you
PISCES
from having a relaxing time at home.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Travellers will experience a smooth journey.
A new acquisition can put you in the exclusive
club. Academic success is possible, but not without efforts.

Love Focus: Look your best if you want to win the heart of the one
you secretly love.

Love Focus: You may find lover at his or her complaining best; handle
them with patience.

Love Focus: Someone is likely to invite you over today for a cosy time
together!

Love Focus: You are likely to express your feelings to someone you
have a soft corner for.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Dark Blue

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Love Focus: Time is ripe for popping the question to your beloved.

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Munda Faridkotia 10.05am 08.35pm
Bharat 10.30am 12.35pm 03.35pm
05.45pm 10.55pm
Jind Jaan 10.35am 09.15pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 12.55pm 06.25pm
11.05pm
Muklawa 01.20pm 03.25pm 05.05pm
08.45pm
Khamoshi 03.15pm 07.25pm

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Aladdin 09.45am 05.45pm
Bharat 10am 01.20pm 04.40pm,
08.00pm 11.20pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 10.05am
Men in Black: International
12.10pm 05.20pm 10.30pm
X:Men: Dark Phoenix 02.45pm
07.45pm
Godzilla 2: King of the monsters
02.55pm
John Wick: Chapter 3 Parabellum
11.10pm

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Pardesi Pardesi from Raja
Hindustani (1995) was sampled for
the song BKAB that is heard in the
film V For Vendetta (2005).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3116

PVR: ELANTE 4DX CHANDIGARH

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Men in Black: International
09.45am 02.25pm 07.05pm 11.45pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 12.20pm
05.00pm 9.40pm

SVAE E
OTORR
LS S I T T
EIN MNX

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks
to the ____.
- Emo Philips (used in Tiimes) (12)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 09.05am
Men in Black: International
English, 3D 04.20pm 09.00pm
11.35pm
X:Men: Dark Phoenix 11.40am
Bharat 11.50am 02.15pm 08.00pm
11.20pm
Game over 11.55am 08.20pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
02.15pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English
3D 06.55pm

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Eaves, rotor, stilts, meninx
ANSWER: I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks to the
exterminator. - Emo Philips (used in Times)

PVR: CITY CENTRE MALL,
CHANDIGARH

Salman told me, ‘You look like a fat
cow’: Rohit Roy on his weight loss
journey

The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
10.45am
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English
3D 08.50pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 12.50pm
Men in Black: International
English 3D 06.15pm 10.55pm
Bharat 1pm 07.40pm 11.00pm
Aladdin Hindi 3D 03.25pm

MOVIES ON TV

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

Sangeeta Yadav
oon after he posted his
physical transformation
pictures on social media
recently, actor Rohit Roy was
flooded with messages and
comments. While the first
picture was from when he
weighed 90kg, the second gave
a glimpse of his fitter self after
he shed 12kg. The 50-year-old
opens up about how the
weight gain adversely
impacted his life and career,
and how getting back in shape
helped him bag the film Paltan
(2018), and an upcoming TV
soap as well.

S

Your physical transformation looks
incredible. How did it come about?
I did a Bengali film, Mrs Sen,
in 2013, for which I had to put
on 10kg. But after the film got
over, I took it easy and
ballooned up to 90kg, which
I’ve never been. For the last
couple of years, I’ve been a
little erratic in terms of my
fitness and eating habits. So,
now was the time to get back in
shape.
All this time when you had this
extra weight on — did it affect your

Shaolin Soccer
at 1712

Rohit Roy posted these pictures
of his transformation on
Instagram recently. He went
from 90kg to 78kg
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/ROHITROY500

health or work?
Yes, it took a toll on my selfconfidence and self-esteem
because I didn’t look the same.
I lost the confidence to meet
people. On the work front, I
must have called everybody I
could think of to seek work. But
none of them offered me
anything. You have friends,
they know you and also that
you are a talented actor, but
then it doesn’t work that way.

Was that the point you decided to
shed those extra pounds?
It was my mother, and actor
Salman Khan who encouraged
me to lose weight. One day, my
mum asked, ‘Beta, don’t you
think you’ve gained a little
weight?’ That made me realise
that I had become fat. Later,
while playing Celebrity Cricket
League in Ahmedabad, I got

hurt and was not able to play
one day. And at that time,
Salman told me, ‘You look like
a fat cow. How do you think
you are going to get work?’
That was the last thing I
wanted to hear. This made me
hit the gym and lose weight.

How difficult was the whole
process of transformation?
Losing weight isn’t rocket
science. Just keep it simple.
I started having four to five
meals daily and going to the
gym twice a day. I stopped
drinking. I eat a lot of protein
with very little carbs. I don’t
like wheat as it makes me feel
bloated. I’ve almost stopped
eating bread. I do indulge once
in a while and have pizza. It
took me six to eight months to
see its effect on my body.
Though people are praising my
transformation, I still feel
there’s a long way to go.

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 IP Man 3
1136 Spy Kids 3-D:
Game Over
1308 Mission Impossible –
Ghost Protocol
1525 XXX: State of The
Union
1712 Shaolin Soccer
1903 The Tuxedo
2100 War of The Worlds
2312 The Hangover Part III

Captain America: The First
Avenger at 1438
1039 Shanghai Noon
1246 Cars 3
1438 Captain America: The First
Avenger
1654 The Marine
1848 The Expendables 2
2050 Men In Black 3
2302 Taken 3

Vinashak: Destroyer at 1430

Men In Black
at 2309

1125 Ghar Sansar
1430 Vinashak: Destroyer
1715 Hum Hai Players
2000 Boss
2300 Chandramukhi Ka Badla

1028 Double Dhamaal
1327 Happy New Year
1705 Return of Raju
2000 Wanted
2309 Men In Black

Inferno at 1548
1010 U.S. Marshals
1219 Going In Style
1354 The Ring
1548 Inferno
1749 Mousehunt
1922 A Cinderella Story
2101 Blended
2302 Beverly Hills Ninja

Secret Superstar at 1149
0921 Circus Car
1149 Secret Superstar
1502 Munna Michael
1756 Time Story
2100 Mahaabali
2327 Khiladi Khel Ka

Bharat 10.00am 01.20pm 04.40pm
08.00pm 11.20pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 10.00am 03.10pm 05.45pm
10.55pm
Men in Black: International
English 3D 12.35pm 08.20pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
10.00am 02.40pm 09.40pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English
3D 07.35pm
X-Men: Dark Phoenix 12.05pm
Aladdin English 3D 04.45pm

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH SQUARE,
MOHALI
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 01.25pm
Men in Black: International
English 3D 09.00am 06.05pm
11.10pm
Bharat 10.00am 01.10pm 04.20pm
07.30pm 10.40pm
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
10.00am
Jind Jaan 10.15am 03.10pm 08.05pm
10.45pm
Munda Faridkotia 10.30am 1.20pm
04.10pm 07.00pm 09.50pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
4.00pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English
3D 11.25am
Laiye Je Yaarian 12.25pm 05.30pm
10.35pm
Game Over 12.50pm 05.50pm
Muklawa 03.00 pm 08.05pm
X-Men: Dark Phoenix English 3D
08.35pm

CARNIVAL: PARAS MALL,
ZIRAKPUR
Bharat 09.00am 10.30am 01.30pm
04.30pm 07.30pm 10.30pm
Munda Faridkotia 09.45am 12:15pm

02.45pm 05.15pm 07.45pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 09.50am 02.50pm
10.15pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 12.00pm 04.10pm 08.20pm
10.45pm
Jind Jaan 12:20pm 05.10pm
10:00pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
02.15pm 06.30pm
Muklawa 07.50pm

INOX: DHILLON PLAZA,
ZIRAKPUR
Munda Faridkotia 09.15am 11.55am
02.40pm 05.25pm 08.10pm
Jind Jaan 09.20am 05.10pm,
10.55pm
Bharat 09.30am 12:45pm 04.00pm
07.15pm 10.30pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 10.35am 03.15pm 10:30pm
Men in Black: International
English 3D 07.55pm
Muklawa 12:05pm 07.55pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
01.10 pm 05.50pm
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
02.40pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 10.30pm

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Munda Faridkotia 09.50am
05.30pm 10.45pm
Bharat 10.30am 01.40pm 04.45pm
07.50pm 10.55pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 11.10am 03:20pm 05.40pm
10.00pm
Jind Jaan 12.30pm 08.10pm
Khamoshi 01.30pm 08.05pm
Muklawa 03.05pm

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Bharat 09.00am 11.50am 02.40pm
07.20pm 10.10pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 09.15am 01.30pm 10.20pm
Men in Black: International
06.00pm
Khamoshi 10.00am 08.30pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
11.30am 05.30pm
Jind Jaan 12.00pm 03.45pm
10.30pm
Game Over 02.30pm

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL JAGAT:
CHANDIGARH
Munda Faridkotia 09.15am
02.30pm 08.00pm
Muklawa 09.40am
Men in Black: International 3D
10.00am 05.05am 10.50am
Jind Jaan 11.50am 05.20pm
Game Over 12.00pm 05.35pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 3D
12.20pm 07.45pm
Bharat 02.20pm 07.55pm 09.55pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 02.20pm 11.10pm

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC MALL,
CHANDIGARH
Jind Jaan 08.55am 02.55pm
08.10pm
Bharat 09.00am 02.15pm 04.55pm
07.45pm 11.00pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 09.05am 06.05pm
Men in Black: International
English 3D 01.25pm 11.05pm
Munda Faridkotia 09.45am
02.05pm 08.10pm 11.10pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
11.25am
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English
3D 04.00pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 11.30am 05.35pm
10.50pm
Game Over 12.00pm 05.30pm
Muklawa 12.25pm
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
08.40pm

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Muklawa 10.50 am
Munda Faridkotia 11.00am
01.50pm 07.30pm 10.20pm
Men in Black: International
English 3D 01.20pm 09.50pm
Bharat 03.55pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 04.40pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English
3D 07.15pm
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‘HOPETOSEE
INDIEMUSIC
THRIVE’
Singer Jonita Gandhi on
the global appeal of
Indian pop and her love
for indie music

The movie shows how the lead character struggles when he accidentally lands in Pakistan’s
PHOTO:
HTCS
territory.
HTCS

Munda Faridkotia all set to
hit theatres today

Samarth Goyal
inger-songwriter
Jonita Gandhi is
quite positive about
the future of Indian
pop music, and feels global
audiences are slowly but
surely opening up to it.
“Audiences around the
globe are more open to
Indian music than ever
before. More
collaborations are
happening between
languages and genres than
we’ve seen or heard in the
past, and so it does seem
possible that Indian music
will find its place in the
West and on the world
stage,” says Jonita, who is
known for her singles such
as Allah Duhai Hai (Race 3,
2018), Bas Tu Hai (3
Storeys, 2018) and
Gilehriyaan (Dangal, 2016).

S

he much awaited
Roshan Prince and
Sharan Kaur movie
Munda Faridkotia will be on
silver screens today.
The movie is a comedy
satire based on a character
who lives in Faridkot.
Born and raised in
Faridkot, Farid Singh Brar
loves his homeland and
spends his time between
farming and hanging out
with his best friend Maddi.
Farid’s mother is frustrated
from his aimless lifestyle
and gives him an ultimatum
to move to Canada. A
disheartened Farid prays at

T
The 29-year-old feels the
resurgence of non-film
music in India is one of the
many reasons why Indian
music is going global.
“Independent music is more
artist-focussed, whereas
Bollywood music is actorfocussed. As an artist, I’m
always happy to see
independent music thrive. I
hope to see this trend

continue,” says the singer,
who recently released her
independent single, Haaye
Oye, which was composed
by Tareefan-fame
composer, Qaran.
“When he approached me
to collaborate on an
acoustic version of Haaye
Oye, I thought of it as a fun
challenge,” says Jonita.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

Sophie off to Spain for her bachelorette party
etter late than never!
Actor Sophie Turner
recently decided to jet off
for a fun bachelorette party,
weeks after her secret Las
Vegas wedding with singer
Joe Jonas.
Turner flew all the way to
Benidorm, Spain, with her
gang of girlfriends, including
Game Of Thrones co-star
Maisie Williams, to celebrate
her upcoming second wedding
ceremony. The Spanish
Princess fame Nadia Parkes
also attended the bash.
According to a report by Us
Weekly, they landed in Spain
on Sunday for the festivities.
While Sophie has not updated
her Instagram feed with the

B

bachelorette party posts, the
Dark Phoenix star’s close
friend Blair Noel Croce shared
pictures from the private jet.
“We can’t have nice things. The
entire plane spilled their
McDonald’s & drinks on take
off. Bless that flight attendant’s
heart,” she captioned it.
Sophie and Joe had
surprised the world when, after
their stunning appearance at
the Billboard Music Awards in
May, they got hitched in Vegas.
It was all thanks to
American DJ Diplo — who
broke the news on social media
by posting a series of Instagram
stories from the private
ceremony — that the world got
know about the wedding. ANI

a dargah to grant him one
wish, to somehow let him
stay in Faridkot. The next
morning he wakes up to find
his wish granted. The only
problem is that the Faridkot
he ended up in is a village in
Pakistan! What follows
forms the crux of the
comedy Munda Faridkotia.
The movie, produced
under the banner of
Dalmora Films, shows how
the lead character struggles
to survive when he
accidentally lands in
Pakistan’s territory.
Fearing that he is from
other nation, this character

A still from
the song
Bekhayali
from Kabir
Singh

CHARACTER FARID
SINGH BRAR LOVES
HIS HOMELAND
FARIDKOT AND
SPENDS HIS TIME
BETWEEN FARMING
AND HANGING
OUT WITH FRIENDS

pretends to be mute to stay
away from difficulties.
Sharan Kaur, a TV
actress who’s making debut
in Punjabi film, said she
underwent some
transformations to fit into
her character named
Mariyam.

Actor Sophie
Turner flew to
Benidorm,
Spain, with
her friends
(inset), on
Sunday PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SOPHIET

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Song
Bekhayali
Slow Motion
Chashni
Hook Up Song
Tujhe Kitna Chahne Lage
Mere Sohneya
The Jawaani Song

8. Kudiye Ni
9. Tu Mila Toh Haina
10. Hauli Hauli

Album
Kabir Singh
Bharat
Bharat
Student Of The Year 2
Kabir Singh
Kabir Singh
Student Of The Year 2
Aparshakti Khurana
and Neeti Mohan
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
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‘Kashish
is an
incredible
initiative’

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2019

Kubra
Sait

Kavita Awaasthi
hey say, sometimes in the
entertainment industry,
luck is more important
than talent and hard work.
And actor Shiny Doshi
believes that though luck
helps, it is hard work that
triumphs. “Rejection is part of
life and not every project
works out. I took every
rejection I got as a challenge
and gave my best each time. A
good mix of luck, hard work
and talent always helps.” The
Sarojini actor reveals that, in
her eight-year-old career on
TV, she gave many auditions
and even bagged a role, but it
never took off.
She adds, “The makers of
Saraswatichandra saw me and
cast me for a role. Today, I am
glad my first show didn’t work.
I believe that God had other
plans for me. As I had never
got any formal training in
acting, I learnt acting on the
job. It was a struggle for me
every day on set. My co-stars,
Jennifer Winget and Gautam
Rode, who were popular
actors, were so good at their
work and they helped a lot and
I learnt a lot from them.” Post

T

Sneha Mahadevan
he 10th edition of India’s
only mainstream
LGBTQIA+ film fest —
Kashish Mumbai International
Queer Film Festival is
currently underway in the city.
Close to 150 films will be
screened at the festival from
over 40 countries from June 12
to 16. Kubra Sait, who cohosted the opening ceremony,
says it is a huge honour for her
to be a part of this festival.
“Kashish has grown from
strength to strength.Without
even knowing at some point in
my life and career, I became a
part of their community. For
me, being cisgender and being
able to support the entire
community in my own way, is
the biggest honour. It is such a
great endeavour, and such an
incredible initiative. Hosting it
is like a badge of honour. When
I played Kukoo in Sacred
Games, people asked me why I
chose to play that part despite
being a cisgender woman, but
for me, the role was about
emotional growth. It was not
limited to gender, and for me,
hosting this was a part of my
personal growth,” says the
actor who gained immense
popularity for playing Kukoo, a
transgender in web-series
Sacred Games.
Kubra says that the festival
is important because it
celebrates inclusivity and
unites people from across the
world. “This is one festival
where we come together and
celebrate creativity as filmmakers, actors and producers.
There is no gender outlining
your creativity. This festival is
important to bring every single
member of the LGBTQIA
community to the forefront and
make them believe that they
are good. It is for them to
believe that they are a part of
the creativity business. The
festival is diverse, colourful,
and magnetic, and it has
brought so many people from
all over the world together,”
she says.

T
Toothy smiles, crooked frames
Mouni Roy, who is shooting in Varanasi for her next film,
posted this image with director Ayan Mukerji and captioned
it, “Your mind’s so open your brains will fall out” - One nerd
to another! #Favorite”.

QUOTE HANGER
MAINSTREAM IS
AN ABUSED
WORD. THE
WORLD HAS
PROGRESSED TO
BEING ANTI-LABEL
AND IT’S TIME
FOR US TOO.

I THINK, IT’S
TIME THE WORLD
GETS
COMFORTABLE
WITH THE FACT
THAT WOMEN
AGE, THEIR
TALENT DOESN’T.

AYUSHMANN
KHURRANA,ACTOR

MINI MATHUR,
ACTOR

LOOK BACK

PHOTO: TWITTER/FILMHISTORYPIC

Call of duty!
Check out this photo from the J P Dutta directorial Border
(1997), which had an ensemble cast including Sunny Deol
and Akshaye Khanna. The film was an adaptation of real
life events that occurred at the Battle of Longewala
during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971.

Arjun Kapoor’s
ready to rock

Pooja Sharma
onsidered to be one of the
fittest actors in
Bollywood, Sonu Sood is
known for his dedication
towards health and fitness.
Over the years, he has
encouraged people to stay fit.
Moreover, the actor keeps
sharing his workout pictures
and videos on social media. In
fact, he also likes to keep his
fans and followers updated
with the latest technology
with regards to fitness. Taking
his passion for fitness to the
next level, Sonu will soon start
imparting tips by starting his
own YouTube channel. “He
has been contemplating to
start his own YouTube
channel for quite some time
now. Besides guiding
people with tips related to
fitness and diet regime, Sonu
will also inform them on how
to not skip exercise even if one

C

@arjunk26: Warrior mode
on !!!

@BeingSalmanKhan:
Special screening of #Bharat

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

for the real families who
experienced the events of
1947 and the partition.
Honoured to meet all of
them! Salute to the real
#Bharat families
@atul_kulkarni: Every lie
told incurs a debt to the
truth. Sooner or later that
debt is paid. - a line from the
show ‘Chernobyl’

I had never got any
formal training in
acting, I learnt acting
on the job. It was a
struggle for me.
SHINY DOSHI, ACTOR
that, she starred in shows such
as Sarojini, Jamai Raja and
was a part of Khatron Ke
Khiladi 8. She is currently
starring in a mythological
show.
Today, with lines between
TV and films gradually
blurring, Shiny opines that an
actor who has worked in a TV
show can adapt easily to any
other medium. “For a film,
they shoot two to three scenes
a day, while television shoots
have 14 to 15 scenes daily. The
latter is tough to do day in and
day out. Sure, shooting 12
hours a day for 30 days is
difficult, and if the TV drama
is on air for years, it gets
monotonous too. But that kind
of training makes you sure of
yourself as an actor,” she
concludes.

‘BEING CALLED A TV
ACTOR IS A STIGMA’
Arjun Bijlani says taking away an opportunity to act
in a film just because someone has done TV, is like
discriminating people on the basis of their caste
Kavita Awaasthi
urrently wrapping up
his ongoing thriller
romantic drama on TV,
actor Arjun Bijlani says
he wants to do gritty roles in
shows like Delhi Crime and
Mirzapur. “I don’t want to do
the same kind of roles I have
done before. I want to work
hard in a show which is new,
and exciting for me. The web

C

does have content which is
different from stuff you see on
TV,” he says, adding he isn’t
going to quit TV. Arjun also
hosts a dance reality show
and shares that it keeps him
connected to his audiences.
The actor doesn’t shy away
from speaking his mind and is
vocal about many social
issues and problems plaguing
the entertainment industry.
Recently, when actor Hina

Sonu starts online fitness channel

TWITTER TWATTER

@AnupamPKher: Thank
you members of
@OxfordUnion and
president @genathis98 for
your warmth, welcome and
appreciation. It was a
learning experience to speak
to you about my ups &
downs of life, about cinema
and of course about India. A
special thanks to Indian
students. Jai Ho.

n

Rejectionishard:
ShinyDoshi

can’t go to the gym,” says a
source.
Sonu says, “A lot of people
who workout, like to explore
new forms of exercises. So, I
thought it was nice to
connect with them and
share different
regimens. Plus,
people nowadays are
glued to their phones,
so the platform makes
all the more sense. It
is easily
accessible to
them. So,
YouTube
channel is
the most
ideal thing
to start. I feel
people ignore
their regimen
and diet
especially
when they are
travelling.
That is when

you should keep a check and
find a way to stay fit. So, this
channel will come in handy.
We will select five to ten
people with whom I will
workout. These are the things
I have in mind.”
Elaborating on his
personal fitness regimen,
the Simmba (2018) actor
says, “I play sports and go
for occasional runs, too.
Apart from that, I
am into functional
training and
core exercises,
which are most
important.
The idea is
not to stick to
one form but
explore
different
things and
challenge
your
body.”

Khan walked the red carpet at
Cannes, she became a target
of an unsavoury remark by a
journalist, and Arjun was
quick to support her. He
believes calling actors who do
TV shows as “TV actors” is a
bias against them.
“Being called a TV actor is
a stigma. Taking away an
opportunity to act in a project
just because someone has
done TV serials is like
treating people with bias for
their caste. After all, an actor
is an actor. All I am saying is
give them (actors) an
opportunity, only then can
they prove themselves. It is
sad that because of such
biases, many talented actors
have lost out on good
opportunities. It is difficult to
move up the ladder with such
constraints. I am one of the
lucky ones, as I am not treated
as such but I know it is a
struggle. At times, even I face
it, after being in the business
for 15 years and delivering hit
shows.”
Arjun points out that it is
unfortunate that the small
screen comes with its own
baggage. He says, “Though
I do TV, I want the
medium to improve. I
know it isn’t the best
and has its own
drawbacks. But that is not
an actor’s fault, how things
function on set. I think people
should be given a chance and
be allowed to audition before
anyone rejects them or
doesn’t find them suitable for
film roles.”
n

After all, an actor is an actor. All I am saying is give
them (actors) an opportunity, only then can they prove
themselves. It is sad that because of such biases, many
talented actors have lost out on good opportunities.
ARJUN BIJLANI, ACTOR

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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Maddenfeltbroken
afterBodyguard
ctor Richard Madden said
playing the role of a war
veteran with
post traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) in the hit TV show
Bodyguard took a toll on
him.
The 32-year-old portrayed
the role of David Budd who
is assigned to protect
controversial politician-home
secretary Julia Montague
(played by actor Keeley
Hawes), while dealing with
PTSD at the same time.
Madden said there was a
point when he thought he
needed to “stop doing this”
for a while.
“It weighed very heavy on
me. You spend more time in
someone else’s clothes, saying
someone else’s words, thinking
someone else’s thoughts. You
do lose a bit of yourself. I’m not

A

A still from
Bodyguard

a method actor in any way, but
you get a huge hangover from
this. At the end of this, I felt
very isolated and broken, much
like the character was,” he said
at The Hollywood Reporter’s
Drama Actor Roundtable.
The actor, who shot to global
fame with Game of Thrones,
said he spoke to some soldiers
to research for the role, adding
it was “tough” to get them to
open up.
“They really don’t
want to talk about it.
PTSD is something that people
live with everyday. It can be a
really trickling
level of anxiety you constantly
live with, or paranoia, or panic
attacks,” he said, adding
that his goal was “to humanise
PTSD within someone who is in
complete denial about it”.

PTI

Freddie Mercury was almost in Rocketman
ilmmaker Dexter Fletcher
came very close to giving
Rami Malek’s Freddie
Mercury a cameo in Elton
John’s biopic, Rocketman.
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
and Rocketman have many
overlapping common
elements, connecting the two
films. Fletcher, who directed
the 2018 film after the
original director Bryan
Singer was fired halfway
through the process,
helmed Rocketman in its
entirety. Another
common point is
that both films
used their
subjects’ music
as the soul of
the stories and
feature LGBTQ
protagonists.
But most

F

Stills from Elton John’s biopic Rocketman and
(right) Freddie Mercury’s biopic Bohemian Rhapsody

significantly, the two films
feature John Reid, who
managed both Queen and
Elton John at the peak of their
careers. Flirting with this very
common string, Fletcher
thought of adding Freddie
Mercury’s special appearance
in John’s biopic.
“There was an idea I had at
one point, where Elton is in a
restaurant with his mother. I
thought John Reid (played by
Richard Madden) and Freddie
could be at another table and
they wave at each other,”
Entertainment Weekly quoted
Fletcher’s interview with Gay
Star News.
However, he finally decided
against it. “That would have
been amazing, but it didn’t
come to pass. It would have
been a little too knowing. I’m
not looking to set out to make a

cinematic universe,” the
filmmaker asserted.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a
biopic based on the life of
Queen frontman Freddie
Mercury, who is played by
Rami Malek in the film.
After massive success at
box office, the film ended up
collecting a numerous
accolades — including best
actor wins for Malek at
Academy Awards, Golden
Globe, Screen Actors Guild,
and Bafta.
On the other hand, the
Taron Egerton-starrer
Rocketman follows Elton
John’s journey — starting
from a young piano prodigy
named Reginald Dwight to a
rock star struggling with
addiction who finally finds his
way to sobriety.

ANI
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Didn’t want to be social
justice girl: Ava DuVernay
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/AVADUVERNAY

ilmmaker Ava
DuVernay says she was
initially averse to
making films on
sociopolitical subjects. The
director said after receiving
critical acclaim for her films
Middle of Nowhere (2012)
and Selma (2014), every
other script that came her
way revolved around
slavery.
“For a long time I didn’t
want to be social justice girl.
After Middle of Nowhere,
Selma and then 13th (2016), I
get every slavery script,”
she revealed.
“After A Wrinkle in Time
(2018), all I wanted was to
tell something true, and
something that was real,
and I went right back to the
place I said I didn’t want to
go. I realised, ‘You are social
justice girl — social justice
woman’. And that’s ok,” the
Oscar-nominated director
added, while speaking at
The Hollywood Reporter’s
TV Director Roundtable.
DuVernay’s latest
project, the web series When
They See Us, centres around
the Central Park Five — five
black and Hispanic
teenagers accused of rape
and assault of a white
woman in 1989.
DuVernay said the
probability of being “pigeonholed” in the industry or
emerging a role model
because of the projects she
veers towards does not
affect her anymore.
However, she said
choosing to direct a
particular project is an
“intimate process”.
“This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s a very
intimate process, the
choosing. I’ve got to just like
it for myself. I’m tethered to
these things for years. I also
don’t have children — these
films are my children, these
projects are my children.
My name is on this, that
matters to me. This is what
lives on when I’m done. It’s a
very intimate process, the

F

choosing. I trust myself
enough to know I’m not
choosing things that are
irresponsible for myself, so
they wouldn’t be
irresponsible to the people
who may look up to me for
whatever reason,” she
PTI
explained.

This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s
a very intimate
process, the
choosing... these
films are my
children.
AVA DUVERNAY
FILMMAKER
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TIPS FOR BUDDING
DOCUMENTARY
PHOTOGRAPHERS
n You need to research.

SAPEURS OF
BRAZZAVILLE
The story of Tariq Zaidi’s pursuit
of a subculture of fashionably
dressed men trying to bring
joy and exuberance to a
disadvantaged community

Basile, 51, has been a sapeur for 30
years and works as a manager of
human resources. His most
treasured item of clothing is his
Jean Courcel suit

PHOTO: TWITTER/
TARIQZAIDIPHOTO

Photographer
Tariq Zaidi

Sarang Gupta
PHOTOS: TARIQ ZAIDI

ost people working a
well-paying corporate
job might never give it
up to follow their
passion. But back in 2014, Tariq
Zaidi, a freelance photographer
based out of London, quit an
executive management
position to pursue photography
that focused on inequality,
social change and endangered
communities. Zaidi has since
worked in 18 countries across
four continents, mainly in the
developing countries. His work
has been showcased in over 60
exhibitions throughout the
world and has been featured
in over 700 prominent
publications. Zaidi, now
working on the Sapeurs
Portraits Series in Brazzaville
(Republic of the Congo) has
also been recognised with
various prestigious awards. In
a conversation with HT City,
he talks to us about his journey,
the tenets of photography and
his latest photo series.

M

Adzo, 46, is married with 10 children and owns a small clothes shop. He has been a sapeur for a decade

What drove you to pursue
photography? For how long
have you been doing it?
After almost 20 years in the
corporate world, I was tired of
the corporate environment. It
was just killing me, and I
needed to live — to do what I
love and give it a shot. A friend
of mine, who is a successful
professional photographer,
gave me stats that there were
close to 22,000 photographers in
the city itself who were trying
to make a living. He told me I
wasn’t going to make it because
it was too hard. He also
suggested that I make sure I
had enough savings to survive
the first four to five years at
least. I thought to myself that I
loved the challenge and was
going to go for it irrespective of
what he said. I set myself
targets and budgets, and also
knew that I couldn’t spend too
much as I needed to buy a
computer, software, a camera,
and all of it costs upfront
money. I knew I needed to sell
my photographs so at least I
was not losing money. The last
thing I wanted to do was lose a
job I could probably never go
back to.
I was very lucky — I had a
tremendous amount of success
for a beginner in my first year.
I was involved in multiple
assignments. I was lucky
enough to be teaching. People
were buying my photographs,
I was getting published and
things just flew! Even though
my target for year one was not
to lose money, I actually made
some money, enough to try
another year and then another
and well, here we are now.

Sape in various districts across
Brazzaville. Most have
ordinary day jobs as taxidrivers, tailors and gardeners,
but as soon as they clock off,
they transform themselves into
debonair dandies. Sashaying
through the streets, they are
treated like rock stars – turning
heads, bringing joie de vivre to
their communities and defying
their circumstances. Spending
money on ornate umbrellas
and silk socks might seem
surreal when almost half the
population of the Congo lives in
poverty, but the Sape
movement aims to do more
than just lift spirits. Over the
decades it has functioned as a
form of colonial resistance,
social activism and peaceful
protest. Traditionally passed
down through the male line,
many Congolese women have
recently begun donning
designer suits and becoming
sapeuses.

What’s your latest project about?
It’s the Sapeurs Portraits
Series, Brazzaville, Republic of
the Congo. La Sape — Société
des Ambianceurs et des
Personnes Élégantes (Society
of Ambiance Makers & Elegant
People) — is a fashion
subculture in the cities of
Kinshasa (Democratic
Republic of Congo) and
Brazzaville. Someone who
follows La Sape is known as a
sapeur (sapeuse in case of
women).
The portraits in this series
are of people who follow La

How did you get to know about this
place and subculture that you have
documented?
I used to travel a lot. My aim
was to see the world — as many
places as I could, travelling
with a small backpack. I did
that for many years and fell in
love with looking at different
cultures, languages, falling in
love with the world. I didn’t
take my camera with me all the
time in the past. Today, I am
more interested in telling
stories of the places I travelled
to when I was younger. I saw
amazing cultures, people and

What has already been
done, what are you
going to do differently,
what are you going to
do better. I spend a lot of
time researching what is
out there already. Either
about the countries, the
people or the subject
matter I want to tackle.
n You also need to plan
your trip well,
logistically — factors
like, Is someone going to
help you? Do you have
enough money? Who are
you going to meet with?
Who would you like to
meet with? What story
do you want to tell?
Everything will most
probably change when
you are there, but it’s
good to have a thought,
an idea, a dream in your
mind before you start.
Also, be humble with the
people you are working
with, no judgment ever.
If you are respectful,
they will allow you to
get closer to them,
closer into their lives.
n A lot of time is spent
waiting. I don’t tell
somebody, ‘Why don’t
you walk across there
and stand right in the
middle of those two
cows’. That’s not my
practice. I wait for it to
happen. But, when it
does happen you think
to yourself that I
absolutely nailed it. A lot
of time is spent waiting
for the right moment.
Making a photograph is
about having an image
in your head and running
around to get the right
position, light,
components to make it
happen.
n You really do not need
lots of equipment. I
basically use one camera
body and one 24-70mm
lens, that’s pretty much
it. To give you an idea,
my total stuff that I take
on a trip for a month —
clothes, sleeping bag,
camera, lenses,
batteries, laptop —
weighs less than 10kg.
n If you are doing a photo
story, then you need to
keep going back and
stay around for a long
time to develop that
relationship with
communities and places.
When you have your set
of 50-100 images that
you absolutely love, find
an editor to have a look
at the images with you.
They are the only one
who can say this doesn’t
fit, this is rubbish. You
have to get an editor to
help you cut it down to
20 or so images.

someone will pay them as
models or ask them to model
their clothes as a fashion
designer (some sapeurs have
previously been invited to
Japan to model their fashion
designer clothes ). Some may
also ask them to star in a film,
perhaps. Any exposure that
can bring interest and respect
to the sapeurs is welcome. They
all come from very humble
environments.

Yamea, 58, who has been a sapeur for half a century, brings colour and joie de vivre to his community.
He has nine children and works as a bricklayer. His hat is his favourite item of clothing
places, and I want to try to
share their stories before
these traditional cultures and
places become part of the
homogeneous world we now
live in.
I saw a sapeur first when I
was travelling by land from
Morocco to South Africa
and was fascinated by how
he looked given his
surroundings. I promised
myself to come
back and find out more about
sapeurs. I went back again in
2017 to start my work and have
been working on them since
then for the past three years.

What standout aspect of it you
wanted to especially shed light on?
I wanted to show the joy and
happiness the sapeurs bring to
their community. They are
treated as celebrities and rock
stars in their community. They
are respected and literally
followed down the streets in
their neighbourhoods and my
larger body of work on the
sapeurs focuses on these
moments. Today I am only
presenting a small series of 10
portraits which were taken in
their neighbourhoods.

fashion in general, but as Papa
Wemba (Congolese singer and
fashion icon who popularised
Sape) once said, ‘White people
invented the clothes, but we
make an art of it’.

Could this exposure bring a
positive change in their lives?
I very much hope so. Perhaps

Are you working on any other
projects based in India, or do you
plan to in the future?
Not at this time (as I already
have projects planned for most
of 2019) – though I would love
too. India has so much to
offer to any photographer,
artist, painter, traveller –
I could easily spend years
documenting the variety,
complexity, culture, people and
traditions across the country.
India is truly remarkable in so
many ways. I would love to do
it at some point soon.

Kass, 42, has been a sapeur for 20 years. He has three children and sells clothes in a small shop. His
favourite item of clothing is his expensive JM Weston shoes

Maxim, 43, has been a sapeur since
he was seven years old. He mixes
labels such as Yves Saint Laurent,
Pierre Cardin and Christian Dior
with suits that he designs and
makes himself. Now married with
two children, he teaches others
the art of elegant dressing

Their red-carpet look is in such a
contrast compared to their
economic status. Who do they take
inspiration from for their chic and
fashionable sense of dressing?
Their ideas come from
themselves. Yes, of course, they
are aware of what the latest
styles and trends are in Vogue,
GQ, Esquire magazines and TV
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‘IKNEWTHEATRE WAS
RIGHTFORME’

Says Rajit Kapur while adding that it
was his favourite playwright
Tennessee Williams, who inspired
him to work in plays

Navneet Vyasan

is stellar performance
as the fictional
character Byomkesh
Bakshi in the 1993 show
of the same name made him a
household favourite. But for
Rajit Kapur, theatre was
always what he wanted to
pursue. The Raazi (2017) actor
admits that initially, he was
only “looking for something
that excites” him. He says, “I
have been doing theatre since
I was six years old. But on a
professional level, it was
immediately after college in
1985. As a young child at that
time, I found freedom in
theatre, freedom of expression
and appreciation while doing
it.” Now, Kapur is not just an
actor but is also a prominent
theatre director. It was
American playwright
Tennessee Williams, known
for his plays A Streetcar
Named Desire and The Glass
Menagerie, who inspired him
to take up theatre. “He is my
favourite playwright, even to
this day. I acted in an
adaptation of his work 25
years ago, and I have directed
another adaptation in 2016. I
feel, his works have really

H
Rajit Kapur
PHOTO: ABHINAV
SAHA/HT

influenced me,” says Kapur.
But the veteran actor owes
his success in the theatre
circuit to one other person,
too. Sam Keravala, a noted
theatre personality, who
supported him and his troupe
when they were starting out.
Kapur, who then was
performing his play as a
college student, says, “It was
my first play at Prithvi
Theatre, it was a decent
house; there was 80-90%
occupancy.”
Coming back to direction,
Kapur says “it was something
that fell into my lap”. “I used
to direct in college. One day,
Shernaz [Patel; actor director]
came to me and said, ‘There is
this play that has no director.
Why don’t you direct it?’ That
was when it happened on a
professional level.” Albeit a
test, Kapur passed it with
flying colours, “I remember
the opening night very well.
The play was called Epilogue.
It was quite a tough play, not
many people came forward to
direct it. But it was good
working with actors.
Directing gave me a new
perspective and I enjoyed the
process,” he concludes.
n

navneet.vyasan@htlive.com
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Time to move on from reality
shows, says Priyank Sharma
Pooja Sharma
riyank Sharma, who rose
to fame with reality
shows, recently
showcased his acting chops
in his digital debut, which has
been quite appreciated by the
audience. Priyank is now
keen on experimenting a lot
more with his acting and
wants to portray different
characters on screen. He
slowly and steadily wants
to change his working style
and move away from the
reality show space.
“According to me, reality
shows only help open
more doors and
opportunities. But they
don’t showcase what your
true talents are. And for me,
this is one genre where I
have already captured my
audience base. So, now it’s
time to move on,” says
Priyank. Talking about
wanting to act in different
platforms, he says, “One’s
ability to play diverse roles on
screen and getting into the
skin of various characters is
what actually brings out their
true talent. It is acting that
showcases your true
capabilities and what
you can actually do. So,
this is where I now want to
build a good base for myself
and work towards
pushing my boundaries
to the best of my abilities,
while opening up new
avenues for myself
when it comes to
acting.”

P

n

One’s ability to play diverse roles on screen and getting
into the skin of various characters is what actually
brings out their true talent.
PRIYANK SHARMA, ACTOR

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Iamnotjustanactor,who ‘I shared room with eight others during days of struggle’
singswell.Iamasingerand E
anactor,saysPearlVPuri
Shreya Mukherjee

Kavita Awaasthi
or me, singing is not a
hobby,” says actor Pearl V
Puri, who recently
released a new Punjabi
romantic single, Peerh Meri.
Having made his mark in
television with shows such as
Badtameez Dil, Naagarjuna —
Ek Yoddha, Meri Saasu Ma
and Naagin 3, the actor, who
hasn’t learn singing
professionally, admits that he
“loves singing and is very
passionate about it”. He says,
“I wrote, composed and sang
the song, and I am humbled
that people loved it. I have
been writing songs since I was
in standard eight and I have
worked on over a 100
compositions. I felt, this was
the right time to start pursuing
my career in music and I am
thankful for the good start.
But, I will be acting
simultaneously, too. I don’t
want to waste any time.”
Ask him, if he too, like
Ayushmann Khurrana, (the
actor who is a singer, who
writes his own songs and has a
band, too) plans to balance
singing and acting, and Pearl
shares that he doesn’t “want
to compare” himself with
anyone. He says, “I am not
thinking of forming a band but
I love concerts and I would like
to be a part of one, as soon as I
have some songs to my credit.
The idea of being on stage and
interacting with the audience

F

and watching
them
engage
with
you is
like a
dream.”
Explaini
ng further,
he says, “I am
not just an
actor, who sings
well. I am a
singer and
an actor.

There is a difference between
the two. I don’t want to be
in a zone where people
think, ‘achcha yeh gaa bhi
leta hai?’ I am a
professional singer and
have released my song in
collaboration with TSeries, as I am very
serious about my career as
a singer.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

very actor who migrates
to Mumbai to make a
career in showbiz has a
struggle story to share.
Saath Nibhaana Saathiya
actor Mohammad
Nazim also had his
share of struggle before
he got his first acting break on
TV with the show Shaurya
Aur Suhani.
Nazim shares that initially,
coming from Malerkotla,
Punjab, it was really difficult
to sustain himself in a city
like Mumbai. “When I came to
Mumbai, I used to stay as a
paying guest and shared
my room with eight other
people. So, I have seen all of
that. I used to think a lot
before spending money.
It was such a struggle to earn
money at that time and I
wanted to make sure that I
don’t waste even a single
penny,” he says.
But Nazim knew he would
definitely make it if he
kept on trying. And the actor
never gave up on his efforts,
even when told that he will
not be able to make it as an
actor.
“I would find out about
auditions and go for them.
There were some who said
that I won’t be able to do
anything. In a way this
demotivation helped because

I used to get more charged up.
What I have learnt is that the
more people try to put you
down, the more you will rise
because of your hard work. I
never gave up in life and
never will,” adds the
34-year-old actor, who has
also done shows such as
Comedy Classes, Laal Ishq
and Udaan.

He adds his family was a
big support. “My family stood
by me throughout. My elder
sister (Naila Parveen) is the
force behind making me what
I am today,” adds Nazim, who
will be seen next in an
upcoming TV show, where
he will play the main
antagonist.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.co

I wrote, composed and
sang the song, and I am
humbled that people
loved it. I have been
writing songs since I
was in my eighth
standard and I have
worked on over a 100
compositions, too.
PEARL V PURI, ACTOR
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SPIELBERG’SSTANDCOST
DOUGLASCANNESGLORY?
Actor Michael
Douglas blames
director Steven
Spielberg’s bias
against TV for
not winning at
Cannes 2013

eteran actor and star of
Wall Street and Fatal
Attraction (both 1987),
Michael Douglas believes
filmmaker Steven Spielberg’s
anti-television stand cost him
the best actor trophy at the 2013
Cannes Film Festival.
Douglas starred in Steven
Soderbergh’s TV film Behind
the Candelabra alongside actor
Matt Damon. The movie had its
world premiere at the Cannes
Film Festival and was among
the contenders for the coveted
Palme d’Or trophy, the highest
award at the film festival.
Spielberg served as the
president of the jury that year.
Appearing on Variety’s
Actor on Actor series with
Benicio del Toro, the 74-yearold actor said many people told
him that he was “favourite” for

Theword
‘bombshell’makes
MargotRobbie
blowup

Steven Spielberg (inset)
was head of the Cannes jury
in 2013, the year Michael
Douglas was among the
favourites to win Best Actor
for his TV film Behind the
Candelabra

PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS
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the award, which was bagged
by Bruce Dern for Nebraska.
“The word was I was the
favourite for the best actor
award. (Spielberg) put the
kibosh on that, because it was a
[TV network] film. So, when I
now see this argument and beef
about Showtime or Netflix, in
this case, doing feature films,
I think they’ve got to get this
resolved,” he said.

Spielberg, director of the
acclaimed 1971 TV film Duel,
last year made headlines after
the veteran filmmaker said
once “you commit to a
television format, you’re a TV
movie” and argued that if “it’s
good, it deserved an Emmy and
not an Oscar. His comments
had sparked a debate in
Hollywood about whether
movies distributed by a top

streaming
platform with a
limited theatrical release
deserve Oscar recognition. PTI

PHOTO:
ANGELA
WEISS/AFP

I feel like a brat saying
that because there are
worse things, but I’m
not a bombshell. I’m
not someone who
walks in a room and
the record stops and
people turn like, ‘Look
at that woman.’ That
doesn’t happen

Model Behati Prinsloo feels
lucky for maternity break

MARGO ROBBIE ACTOR

Margot Robbie recently
formed her own production
house
PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/AFP

Ican’twearheels
totheairport:
TiscaChopra
Juhi Chakraborty
he airports have evolved
into fashion runways, all
thanks to celebrities
turning up in their stylish
best as they fly in and out.
And this trend of dressing up
— high heels and designer
clothes — for airports has
caught up with many in
Bollywood, but Tisca Chopra
prefers to exclude herself
from this lot. “It is important
to be presentable,” she
continues, “I personally can’t
wear heels to the airport.
That’s not going to work for
me. I mean how the hell would
I manage that and why would
I want to be so uncomfortable?
I like being stylish but at the
same time there has to be a
certain level of practicality.”
The paparazzi culture is
still new in our country but it
has also become quite big in
no time, and celebrities are
hounded by them almost
everywhere they go — be it
gyms, restaurants, salons or
events. Calling it a “doubleedged sword”, Tisca says, “If
you are not clicked then that
means there is no demand for
your picture and then, on the
other hand, you say ‘hum
Juhu beach pe ja kar bhelpuri
tak nahi kha sakte.’ Arey ghar
mangwa lo na bhai agar

T

AVICII’S ALBUM
TIM RELEASED
POSTHUMOUSLY

ctor Margot Robbie
says she takes issues
when someone calls her
a ‘bombshell’.
In an interview with
Vogue, the 28-year-old actor
said she hates the word as she
does not associate with it in
any way. “I hate that word. I
hate it so much. I feel like a
brat saying that because there
are worse things, but I’m not
a bombshell. I’m not someone
who walks in a room and the
record stops and people turn
like, ‘Look at that woman.’
That doesn’t happen,” the I,
Tonya (2017) actor says.
“People who know me, if
they had to sum me up in one
word I don’t know what that
word would be, but I’m
certain it would not be
bombshell,” she adds.
The actor, who recently
formed her own production
banner, said her priority is to
back women-led projects.
“My love and passion for
female filmmakers doesn’t
mean I suddenly don’t like
male-driven films. And that’s
an important argument to
make — so that men go see
films about women, by
women. If it’s a good film,
they’ll be able to relate,”
added The Wolf of Wall
Street (2013) actor.
The actor is now gearing
up for the release of Quentin
Tarantino’s upcoming feature
Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood. The film, which
also features Leonardo
DiCaprio, Brad Pitt and Al
Pacino, is scheduled to be
released in July this year. PTI

bhelpuri khani hai toh. If you
want to be clicked, you will be
clicked but if you don’t want
it, you can avoid it too.
Everyone can live a private
life, except for a few big
stars.” says the actor,
currently seen in a web series.
Taking a dig, Tisca further
adds, “There are many who
pretend to be private and then
say that ‘hum to nahi chahte
ki hamari photo kheenche but
ye kheench lete hai.’ That’s
nonsense.” The actor says she
enjoys being clicked but there
is just one condition. “I just
don’t like people taking my
photos when I am eating as I
feel it’s very intrusive. Other
than that, please take my
pictures.”
Many have pointed out how
the paparazzi culture is a
menace for celebrity kids. So,
how does her six-year-old
daughter react to this? “My
daughter does not like people
taking my pictures because
she feels possessive. She also
gets irritated at airports and
restaurants. So, I request
them to ask her if she is okay
with them taking my picture.
On some days, she is okay
with it and on some days, she
isn’t. So they have to go away
and they do listen to kids,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Britney Spears has ‘the best time
laughing’ with
beau Sam

Singer Britney
Spears with
model and
personal trainer
Sam Asghari

Right:
Behati
Prinsloo (R)
and with
husband,
singer Adam
Levine (far
right) PHOTO:

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SAMASGHARI

INSTAGRAM/
BEHATI
PRINSLOO

fter taking a three-year
break to take care of her
kids, supermodel Behati
Prinsloo says she ‘felt
energised’ and now is ready to
resume her work.
The 31-year-old Victoria’s
Secret model and wife of singer
Adam Levine said the break
she took every mom should be
able to have, reported Fox
News. “I think society puts so
much pressure on us as moms
and as working moms,” the
Namibian model said on
Wednesday.
“But I think it’s so important

A

single SOS, which released in
April 2019. The music label’s
UK arm tweeted, “Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
@VirginEMI are releasing the
music Tim was working on
before his passing. The 12track record ‘TIM’ continues
Avicii’s legacy as one of the
most beloved and respected
figures in music.” Producers of
Tim include Avicii, Carl Falk,
Vargas and Lagola, Albin
Nedler, Bonn, Lucas von
Bahder, and Arash Pournouri.

merican singer Britney
Spears jetted off to Miami
with the 25-year-old
personal trainer and model,
Sam Asghari, for a holiday
together. The cameras spotted
the 37-year-old Grammy
Award winner and her beau
soaking up the sun on a beach
over the weekend.
The couple had a great time
on a yacht together. A source
told E-News, “Britney and
Sam took a quick weekend
trip to Miami. All [Spears]
wanted was to be in a bikini
by the water. She was so
excited to be able to go. They
had a room overlooking the
ocean and Britney was in
heaven.”
“On the first day, they
chartered the yacht, C’est La
Vie, and spent the day out on
Biscayne Bay goofing around
and having fun. They jumped
into the water together and
tried different ways of diving
off the decks. Britney was
having the best time laughing
and being with her man,” the
source added.
“They went swimming,
stretched together and had
someone take their pictures.
They held hands and kissed.
Britney couldn’t have looked
any happier or more content,”
the source said.
And the fun didn’t just
stop here, the couple also
had a great time jet
skiing.
“Britney was not scared.
She has an adventurous side
that came out and she was
having a great time,” the
source continued.
The source went on to say,
“Sam was taking care of her
with towels and whatever she
needed. He arranged for
a golf cart to take them down
to the beach and back to their
room. He dotes on her
and it seems like his
priority is for Britney to
have fun and be happy. She
got her wish and had a great
weekend.”

PTI

ANI

A
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

to take that time. You know,
you’re not going to get it back.
A lot happens in your mind and
your body and I think it’s
important to really nurture
that and take care of yourself,”
she explains.
Adding that once one has
a kid, Prinsloo says it is
important to spend time with
them. “Because those first
years are so precious between
you and this tiny human that
you made,” she adds.
However, she does also
agree that many moms do not
have the luxury of a break.

wedish DJ Avicii’s new
album titled Tim has been
released by the music
label. The posthumous album’s
title follows from the artist’s
real name, Tim Bergling. The
DJ passed away in April last
year in Oman. Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
close friends and collaborators,
including Imagine Dragons,
Aloe Blacc and more worked on
completing the album. It took
around a year from his demise
to complete the 12-track LP.
The album also includes the

S

“I was very lucky to be able
to take time,” Prinsloo says.
“You know, not everybody has
that luxury, and I think that
should be a luxury every
mother has to take — I don’t
know, six months to a year and
work from home or don’t feel
that pressure to be back in the
office, so you can really
experience this moment in
time,” she explains.
She also elaborates how she
made sure not to burden
herself with expectations when
she started working again.
“I really didn’t put pressure
on myself. I felt healthy
pressure. I felt a healthy drive
to get back because I was
pregnant back-to-back and it
was, you know, it was crazy.
And I was like, I can’t do this
anymore,” Prinsloo laughs.
“I was excited to get back to
work, actually. And I didn’t go
on crazy diets and try to kill
myself to do it. But I was
motivated. I think back-to-back
pregnancies really motivate
you,” she adds.
Prinsloo and Levine got
married in 2014 and the
couple has two daughters
named Dusty Rose (2) and
ANI
Gio Grace (1).

ON THIS DAY IN 2002
Rolling Stones’ frontman Mick Jagger became a ‘Sir’ when he was
knighted at the Queen’s Birthday Honours.
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WEATHER
Fri 14
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Sun 16

Clear
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44°c

Min
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Sunset
Thursday at
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Friday at
5:21am
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Yesterday’s temp: Max 41°C

shortstories
NEW VISTARA
FLIGHT TO MUMBAI
CHANDIGARH : Two weeks after
starting two flights between
Chandigarh and Delhi, Air Vistara
on Thursday added another daily
flight, this time between Chandigarh and Mumbai. With this, the
total flights of the private carrier
from Chandigarh have reached
five. Four of them are between
Chandigarh and Delhi. The
Mumbai flight will arrive at the
Chandigarh International Airport
at 4pm, and depart at 4.35pm to
reach Mumbai at 7.05pm. Now,
the number of flights between
Chandigarh and Mumbai has
››P3
increased to six.

MC panel gives green light
to more paid parking sites
CHANDIGARH : Paid parking sites
in the city are set to increase, as a
municipal corporation (MC) panel,
constituted to examine terms and
conditions of paid parking lots, on
Thursday finalised 99 parking lots
in 55 parking sites, covering all
markets along the main roads.
New areas to come under paid
parking are in Sectors 7, 8 and 20,
Manimajra and Rose Garden,
adjoining Matka Chowk besides
vacant areas at other sites. ››P3

debate of
the week
COMMERCIALISATION

IS DEVELOPMENT
NEEDED AT COST
OF GREEN COVER
IN CITY?
Should development of
commercial space be allowed
in a landlocked city covering a
mere 114km area? Is it smart to
destroy its green cover to
accommodate more hotels,
offices and retail space? Write
to chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by June 14.

Humidity
Max: 96%
Min: 27%

MONSOON PREPAREDNESS

WITH PLASTIC CHOKING DRAINS, MOHALI IS UNFIT TO DRIVE
>>p3
AWAY MONSOON BLUES

CITIZEN CHARTER

LEASEHOLD TO FREEHOLD CONVERSION IN A MONTH,
>>p2
ACCORDING TO CHB’S REVISED CHARTER

SAYING IT
THROUGH
CAMERA

THOUGH WASHING MACHINES
ARE HERE TO STAY, CITY’S
LAUNDRY MEN ARE STILL IN
DEMAND. HT CATCHES UP WITH
>>p5
THEM AT DHOBI GHAT

MILLIE IN
SIGHT OF
MAIDEN WIN

YET TO WIN A TITLE ON THE WOMEN’S PRO GOLF
TOUR, MILLIE SAROHA PUT HERSELF IN THE POLE
>>p6
POSITION WITH A THREE-UNDER 69

Min 21.8°C

Lineman electrocuted
while carrying out repairs
KHARAR INCIDENT Was a contractual employee; union, family refuse to claim
his body till police register murder case against PSPCL officials concerned
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A 40-year-old contractual
employee working as a lineman
with the Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) was
electrocuted while carrying out
repairs in Kharar, following a
squall, late on Wednesday night.
This is second such case in the
past two months in the district.
The contractual employee union
is protesting, while demanding a
murder case be registered
against the PSPCL officials concerned.
Inderjeet Singh had been
working with the PSPCL for the
past seven years. After winds
snapped a cable, he had gone to
Chhoti Majri in Kharar along
with junior engineer (JE) Malkiat
Singh and regular lineman Harbans Singh for repairs around
12:30am.
According to the complaint
submitted by his wife, Beant
Kaur, Inderjeet was asked to go
up the hydraulic ladder for
repairs while the regular lineman stayed down. It has been
alleged that the JE had confirmed
that the power supply had been
cut off while sub-divisional officer (SDO) Bachitar Singh gave
the clearance.
While carrying out the repairs,
Inderjeet came in contact with a
11kV line and fell in the cabin of
the hydraulic ladder. He was
rushed to the Kharar civil hospital, but was declared “brought
dead”.

n

Family members of victim Inderjeet Singh (below) and contractual employees’ union members
protesting outside the SDM’s office in Kharar on Thursday.

‘NEGLIGENCE’
“Inderjeet was killed owing to the
negligence of officials. They
should be booked for murder,”
said Balihar Singh, president of
the contractual employees’
union. “Inderjeet was a contractual employee, who was supposed
to only assist the staff and not
repair the fault in high-tension
transmission line.”
The victim’s family and the
union have refused to claim his
body, which is kept in the mortuary, till a case is registered
against the SDO, JE and regular
lineman under Section 302 (murder) of the Indian Penal Code.
“We will not claim the body till

our three demands — ₹30 lakh
compensation and a job to the
family besides registration of a
murder case — are met,” said
Balihar Singh, who along with his
colleagues and victim’s family
staged a dharna outside the
Kharar sub-divisional magis-

HT PHOTOS

trate’s office. They even blocked
the highway for 15 minutes.
Sources said police were planning to register a case under Section 304A (causing death due to
negligence), though no FIR had
been registered till the filing of
this report. “We will take action
on the basis of the written complaint,” said Kharar DSP Deep
Kamal.
In a similar incident, police
had booked four persons — a
PSPCL JE, two lineman and a
contractor — under Section 304A
after a contractual employee was
electrocuted while carrying out
repairs at Paragpur village in
Dera Bassi on April 22.

Punjabi singer
shot at in Balongi,
critical with three
bullet wounds
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Pregnant wife
stabbed by sepoy,
hospitalised
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Three bike-borne men

shot at a Punjabi singer while he
was buying fruits in Balongi late
on Thursday night.
The injured has been identified as Baltaj Khan, 35, of Jalvayu residential colony in
Kharar. He sustained two bullet
injuries in the stomach and one
on the neck, said police.
The incident took place
around 11pm when Khan along
with his wife, Sandeep Kaur, was
standing in the market near
Palki marriage palace in Balongi
on the Kharar highway. The couple got married recently
Sandeep, in her statement to
the police, said the two were
returning home from somewhere and had stopped near the
marriage palace to buy fruits.
She alleged three miscreants
came on a motorcycle and fired
repeatedly at Baltaj before fleeing. Baltaj was rushed to a private hospital, where he was
being operated upon at the time
of filing of this report around
midnight.
“Baltaj is a budding singer.
We are probing all angles,
including personal rivalry,” said
Mohali senior superintendent of
police Harcharan Singh Bhullar. On Sandeep’s statement,
police have registered a case
under Section 307 (attempt to
murder) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) besides the Arms Act
against the unidentified assailants.
In April last year, Punjabi
singer Parmish Verna was shot
at by gangsters in Sector 91,
Mohali.

CHANDIGARH : An army sepoy

stabbed his seven-month pregnant wife multiple times in the
back near the IT Park roundabout here on Thursday morning. Victim Bhupinder Kaur, 23,
is a police constable. She is admitted to the Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), where her
condition is stated to be stable.
Bhupinder, who stays in Kishangarh, was on her way to the
police lines in Sector 29 — where
she works in the challaning
branch of traffic police — when
her husband Shamsher Singh, 25,
waylaid her.
Shamsher is a sepoy with 13
Sikh Regiment and currently
posted in Nagaland. The two got
married in November last, but
Bhupinder started living separately last month following differences.
“When Bhupinder reached
Dashmesh Nursery near Kishangarh, her husband blocked her
way. Both were on two-wheelers,” said an investigating official, who did not want to be
named.
Shamsher asked her to come
with him, but she refused. Following this, he allegedly stabbed
her in the back four times. He continued attacking her even after
she fell down, said police.
PEOPLE COME TO RESCUE
Passersby came to her rescue and
overpowered Shamsher. He was
later handed over to police.
A police vehicle rushed Bhupinder to the PGIMER. Mean-

n

Bhupinder Kaur, 23, is
seven-month pregnant

VICTIM IS A POLICE
CONSTABLE, HER
CONDITION IS STATED
TO BE STABLE; SHE
HAD STARTED LIVING
SEPARATELY FOLLOWING
DIFFERENCES
while Shamsher was arrested
and sent to judicial custody. He
has been booked under Sections
307 (attempt to murder), 323 (punishment for voluntarily causing
hurt) and 324 (voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons
or means) of the Indian Penal
Code.
USED STOLEN SCOOTER
Police said the Activa used by
Shamsher while committing the
crime was stolen from Sector 29
two days ago. “A relevant case of
vehicle theft has been registered,” said police.
Meanwhile, Bhupinder is
reported to have told the investigating officials that Shamsher
had assaulted her at Nayagoan on
May 13, following which she
approached the area police station though no case was registered.

A B S E N T E E I S M A M O N G S A N I TAT I O N W O R K E R S

Ruckus at MC meeting chaired by mayor
Vivek Gupta
n

n

Only 60 of around 360 structures along the highway were razed
HT FILE
during the previous drive in March.

Kharar flyover:
Demolition drive
from June 25
Idrees Bukhtiyar
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI) will
begin demolishing 300-odd structures along the Kharar-Chandigarh highway to facilitate the flyover construction from June 25.
“We have issued eviction notices. People can collect their compensation by June 25, following
which the demolition drive will
begin,” said NHAI project
director Krishnan Sachdeva.
Delay in land acquisition has
hit the project, which started in
November 2015. Expected to be
completed by last year, it has
missed multiple deadlines.
The NHAI had to call off the
previous demolition drive, conducted on March 27 and 28, in the
absence of police assistance. It
was reported that cops were
busy with election duties and
security for the Indian Premier
League. Only 60 structures could
be razed at that time and around
300 remain.
Sachdeva said he has already
taken up the matter of police
assistance with the Mohali district administration Mohali.

›

We have issued
eviction notices.
People can collect their
compensation by June 25.
KRISHNAN SACHDEVA, NHAI official

CHANDIGARH :Mayor Rajesh Kalia
and Chandigarh Sweepers
Union president Krishan
Chadha submitted cross complaints against each other after a
huge drama during a meeting of
the sanitation department at the
municipal corporation (MC)
building in Sector 17 on Thursday.
The meeting with sanitation
inspectors was being chaired by
the mayor in presence of additional commissioners Anil Garg
and SK Jain and medical health
officer (officiating) Dr MS Kamboj. It was convened to streamline the working of sweepers,
after 25% of them were recently
found absent during duty hours.

ment that if sweepers were not
found at the place of their
assigned duty, they should be
immediately barred from work.
“Those wilfully missing duties,
too, will face dismissal,” he said.

MAYOR RAJESH KALIA
AND SANITATION
WORKERS’ UNION
CHIEF SUBMIT POLICE
COMPLAINTS AGAINST
EACH OTHER

around 8:45pm and handed over
the complaint, seeking action
against Chadha and his aides.
Meanwhile, in his counter
complaint, Chadha cited “bad
and abusive” behaviour on the
part of mayor.
He said he had not entered the
meeting forcibly. “I was called to
the meeting to discuss our pending issues. But when I reached
there, the mayor began misbe-

having with me and told me to
get out,” he alleged.
After waiting for some time,
Chadha said he again went
inside to table his demands, but
the mayor allegedly hurled
abuses at him and other men
accompanying him. “I didn’t
manhandle the mayor,” he said.
Police said they are investigating the matter and are yet to
register any case.

REMOVE SWEEPERS FROM HOUSES OF BABUS, SAYS KALIA
n Mayor Rajesh Kalia has directed

the sanitation department to
ensure that no sanitation worker
is deputed at the houses of
bureaucrats in Chandigarh.
n The move comes after it was

According to the complaint
submitted by Kalia, Chadha,
who is an MC employee, barged
into the meeting room and
started abusing MC officers and
him. Kalia alleged Chadha
threatened him and other officers with dire consequences and
said the workers will go on an
indefinite strike if the civic body
takes any action against them.
“I tried to calm him down and

found that several sweepers
were working in the homes of IAS
and police officers instead of
cleaning roads, their main duty.
n During the meeting on Thursday,
he told the sanitation depart-

asked him to leave the room so
that we could proceed with the
meeting, but he was very aggressive that tried to manhandle
me,” the mayor said in the complaint. He said Jain and Garg
intervened and “protected me
from Chadha and his men”.
The meeting was later cancelled. Sources said the mayor
called the Sector 17 police station
house officer (SHO) to his office

PU financial crisis: Centre asks
UT administration to pitch in PGI resident docs to
strike for 4 hrs today
UT EDUCATION DEPT
AT TAC K O N D O C I N KO L K ATA

Srishti Jaswal
n

“The authorities have assured
us of providing police support
during the drive,” he said.
The NHAI official said around
six hectares of land of 17 hectares
needed for the project is still to be
acquired. “Structures are still
standing on both sides of 4.5km
stretch of the 10.2km project,” he
said, adding that only 60% of the
work has been completed so far.
“We are ready to provide
police assistance to the NHAI.
The project director has briefed
me about the project,” said
Mohali deputy commissioner
(DC) Girish Dayalan. Mohali
sub-divisional magistrate said:
“We have already disbursed
₹25.5 crore compensation.”
Last month, the firm executing the flyover work had threatened to pull out of the ₹369-crore
project over acquisition delays.

vivek.gupta@hindustantimes.com

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Centre has asked
the Chandigarh administration
to help Panjab University, which
is reeling under financial crisis. A
communication in this regard
was received by the administration recently.
UT education secretary BL
Sharma said, “A demi official letter had been received from the
ministry of human resource
development (MHRD) stating
that PU needs support from the
UT administration and that the
matter should be considered.
Accordingly, the department
held a meeting with PU officials
on Tuesday.”
PU is funded by the Centre and
Punjab. It has not received any
yearly development grant from
the UT after a special one-time
fund of ₹80 crore in 2011. Since
2011, the varsity is getting funds

HOLDS MEETING WITH
PU OFFICIALS, ASKS
THEM TO LIST OUT THEIR
REQUIREMENTS

directly from the Centre after a
decision in this regard by the
MHRD. Sources said the university needs around ₹282 crore to
execute 16 new projects. Earlier,
even Haryana was contributing
to PU funds, but it was discontinued in 1970s.
In 2018, the Punjab and Haryana high court, which is hearing
a suo motu petition on PU financial crisis, had asked the UT to
clear its stand after the varsity
told court that the administration
should help it with ₹2 crore annually for maintenance of its buildings, roads and residential complexes on the campus. However,

citing the 2011 arrangement, the
administration had refused.
After the HC litigation, the
Centre had committed to hike the
annual grant — which was ₹207.8
crore in 2017-18 — by 6% every
year. Punjab has also increased
its contribution from ₹20 crore to
₹27 crore and sanctioned an additional grant of ₹7.9 crore on
account of arrears of previous
years. Punjab will also increase
its grant by 6% annually.
The education secretary said
during the Tuesday meeting, university officials were asked to
submit their requirements. PU is
learnt to have demanded a developmental grant from the education department for carrying out
renovations and other works on
the campus. “PU officials were
advised to spell out the issues and
proposals, wherever they need
our support,” said Sharma.
“Thereupon, the UT administration will look into the matter.”

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Around 2,000 resi-

dent doctors of the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER) will suspend work for four hours — 8am
to 12 noon — on Friday. They are
protesting against attack on a
doctor at a hospital in Kolkata.
“No resident doctor will report
to the out-patient department,
operation theatre and wards, but
emergency services will not be
impacted,” said association president Dr Uttam Thakur.
The PGIMER administration,
in a release, said that registration
timings at all out-patient departments (OPDs) will be till 9am in
view of the protest. “The faculty
, nurses and technologists will
render patient care in all the
areas as usual . Elective services

will be curtailed but emergency
and intensive care areas including emergency operation theatres will function normally,” it
stated.
On Thursday, doctors wore
black badges as a mark of protest
against the attack at Nil Ratan
Sircar (NRS) Medical College,
Kolkata. After West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
served an ultimatum to the protesting doctors, associations from
across the country decided to join
the protest.
“We will sit on protest outside
the director’s office, wherein we
will suspend work for four hours
initially. In case things worsen in
West Bengal, we may choose to
extend the strike for a day or
indefinitely,” said Dr Thakur.
“The government must support
and protect doctors, rather than
threatening them.”

n

Dimple Sharma was BJP
women’s wing zonal in-charge

BJP WOMAN
LEADER ENDS
LIFE IN P’KULA
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA:The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) women’s wing zonal
in-charge, Dimple Sharma, on
Thursday committed suicide at
her residence in Panchkula’s Sector 18. Police said Sharma consumed some poisonous substance to end her life, allegedly
over some marital dispute.
An investigating official said
Sharma was in-charge of BJP’s
Mahila Morcha at Mansa Devi
block and as per her daughter,
she was having strained relations
with her husband. “The preliminary probe reveals that the couple often used to engage in heated
arguments,” the official, who is
not authorised to speak to media,
added.
Sharma was taken to the civil
hospital in Panchkula and later
referred to GMCH-32, Chandigarh, where she was declared
brought dead. The police said
Sharma used to live with her husband and two daughters.
She was appointed as the BJP’s
Mansa Devi zonal in-charge three
years ago. It has been learnt that
victim’s husband, Amrit
Bhushan, had come back from
Dubai after her appointment.
Police team, including Panchkula deputy commissioner of
police Kamal Deep Goyal, has
talked to her family members and
questioned her husband. Police
found no suicide note. Inquest
proceedings were initiated.
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C H A N D I G A R H WAT E R W O E S

Leasehold to freehold
conversion in a month

261 breakdowns at Kajauli since 2016
Vivek Gupta
n

CHANDIGARH : Though Chandigarh rebounded from the latest
water-supply breakdown earlier
this week, a report compiled by
the public health department
says the city has witnessed 261
breakdowns since January 2016
due to repeated technical snags
at Kajauli waterworks.
As per the latest figures, some
of the breakdowns were minor in
nature but there were times
when chaos reigned over the city
for days, like the one witnessed
on Monday and Tuesday. The
start of the week saw disruption
in common header pipeline at
Kajauli waterworks in Chamkaur Sahib district, that supplies
Bhakra canal water to Chandigarh through a 40-kilometre
pipeline.
At present, four phases of
Kajauli waterworks supply 58
MGD (millions of gallons per

CHB CITIZEN CHARTER Deadlines for other services revised too
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Housing Board (CHB) has revised
its citizen charter by fixing specific resolution time for certain
services, that were not mentioned in the old citizen charter.
“The new charter is more realistic and practical in execution
than the previous one, and will
better serve the people,” said
chief executive officer of the CHB
Yashpal Garg.
He said the new charter came
into place a week ago and is being
monitored regularly.
As per the fresh charter, the
conversion of leasehold to freehold time period has been fixed to
30 days. Earlier, the charter did
not have this provision since the
service was not available.
The mutation of property in
case of sale deed, transfer deed
and gift deed, apart from deed of
transfer of leasehold rights, will
now be executed in 20 days
(excluding of 30-day public
notice). Earlier, the charter had
no fixed timing on mutation
work, which is one the CHB’s
public-heavy services.

RESOLUTION OF
PROPERTY MUTATION
WILL BE DONE IN 20
DAYS, ISSUANCE OF NO
DUES AND LUMP SUM
CERTIFICATE IN 15 DAYS
For issuance of allotment letter along with physical possession, 15 days have been fixed
against no specific timing earlier.
Meanwhile, there is no major
change in resolution time period
for issuance of NOC (no objection
certificate) for lease rights transfer, to 20 days against 21 days earlier.
There are services whose resolution timings have been
decreased.
For instance, timing of issuance of no dues certificate, issuance of lump sum payment certificate has been decreased from 21
days to 15.
There is marginal increase in
resolution time of two major services. For instance, issuance of
duplicate copy such as allotment
letter, possession slip will take 30

Street vendor, his
kin assaulted over
dispute; nine booked
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : Police on Thursday

booked nine persons for allegedly
thrashing a street vendor and his
family including three women in
Kharak Mangoli village here over
a dispute.
Complainant Saroj, 40, alleged
that she along with her sister-inlaw Guddi Devi and daughter
Geeta were assaulted by a group
of men, who later thrashed her
husband Chander Singh, a street
vendor, his brother Tej Singh and
son Vishal, over a business dispute, police said.
Saroj said three men Deepak,
Anil and Likhad obstructed her
way while she was leaving for
Majri Chowk, where her husband
is a fruit seller, and started abusing her.
Fearing them, she went back
home and found the men along
with their family members,
Sachin, Mamta, Ritu, Bobby,
Monu and a few unidentified persons waiting with wooden sticks
and iron rods. She said the group
assaulted her, Guddi Devi and
Geeta, after which they went to

COMPLAINANT SAROJ,
40, ALLEGED THE
ACCUSED TOOK AWAY
CASH FROM HER
HUSBAND’S FRUIT STALL
settle a score with Chander and
Tej.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Karnail Singh said the accused
assaulted Chander and when Tej
and Vishal intervened to save
him, they attacked them as well.
On getting information, the victims were rushed to the civil hospital, Sector 6 here, from where
Saroj was referred to PGIMER,
Chandigarh.
The accused also took away
cash from the stalls, police said.
A case was registered against
nine accused along with unidentified persons under Sections 148
(rioting), 149 (unlawful assembly), 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 380 (theft), 452 (house-trespass after preparation for hurt,
assault ) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

days (excluding one month public
notice) against 28 days earlier.
The permission for mortgage will
take 25 days against 21 earlier.
CHB administrative officer
Rajiv Tiwari said a weekly review
meeting is held every Wednesday
under the chairmanship of
CEO in which branch wise applications received and total disposal is examined to ensure that
citizen charter deadlines are
implemented.
He said with revised deadlines,
people have stopped opting for
CHB’s tatkal service.
PENAL CLAUSE OF
OFFICERS STILL MISSING
Since the Right to Service Act is
yet to be notified, there is still no
provision in the charter to penalise the designated officer in case
of delay in meeting the resolution
time.
A senior official said the matter is already in consideration:
“Once the act is notified, it will be
applicable on services included in
citizen charter too.
We are trying to streamline
our internal system so that we are
well-prepared for when the act is
notified.”

HALF-A-DAY STORAGE
CAUSE OF CONCERN
A senior MC official said the
civic body has at present 45 MGD
of water storage capacity, which
is “good enough to feed the city
either in the morning or evening
supply hours in a day.”
“As the city is set to witness
augment in canal water supply
after commissioning of phases
five and six of Kajauli waterworks, it is even more important
to increase water storage capacity,” he said.
The official said, “A two-day
storage capacity is ideal, which
means the city must have a provision to store 200 MGD of canal

water at any given time, so that it
can sustain any breakdown.”
“But, since it is a capital-intensive job and requires heavy
expenditure, we are undertaking
it in a phased manner,” he added.
Since the MC is short on funds,
on May 27, it sent a proposal to
the UT administration seeking
₹38 crore to create additional 45
MGD of water storage capacity.
MC commissioner KK Yadav
said they are hopeful for release
of grant but, the proposal has
been pending for a long time.
INFRA BLUES AT
WATERWORKS
There is a need to lessen repeated
breakdowns at Kajauli waterworks, which is not possible
without upgrading the infrastructure first. Former Chandigarh mayor Arun Sood said in
several breakdowns, tripping of
electricity was the prime reason.
This can be overcome if Kajauli
waterworks is given the power

(SAD) senior vice-president and
former member of Parliament
(MP) Prem Singh Chandumajra
has accused the Punjab government of trying to tamper with the
record relating to the election
expenditure of Manish Tewari,
who was elected to the Lok Sabha
from the Anandpur Sahib constituency in the recently held
parliamentary elections on the
Congress ticket.
In a statement, he said election expenditure of Tewari had
crossed ₹90 lakh and the state
government and the district
administration were trying to
bring this expenditure down to
the permissible limit of ₹70 lakh.
Chandumajra alleged the officials resisting pressure, including Mohali deputy commissioner, were shifted.
Reacting to Chandumajra’s
allegations, Tewari said that
Chandumajra was a bad loser
and he seemed to have not reconciled to his defeat, adding he
(Tewari) did not consider it dignified to respond to such baseHTC
less allegations.

HT Correspondent
chandigarh@htlive.com

hotline, which is a dedicated
uninterrupted power supply,
from the Chamkaur Sahib grid.
“A proposal regarding this
was mooted but it is yet to be
perused by the UT administration with the Punjab government,” he said.
Sood said the second major
requirement was the change of
pumping motors and machinery,
which needs upgrading too: “We
spend so much money on maintaining canal water supply but
are still unable to minimise technical breakdowns.”
INCLUDE PROJECT IN
SMART CITY PLAN
RTI activist RK Garg said the
administration should include
augmentation of water shortage
capacity in the UT smart city
plan: “UT has been promising
24x7 water supply in Chandigarh
but how will it be sustained if
there are continuous supply
breakdowns?”

P’kula MC to start
bicycle sharing
system from July

RUPNAGAR: Shiromani Akali Dal

Deadline may extend, says adviser
CHANDIGARH :The UT administration is considering extending the
last date for installation of rooftop solar power panels, due June
30, UT adviser Manoj Kumar
Parida said Thursday. “We will
be taking a decision on extending
the last date on June 29,” said he.
In 2016, the UT administration
had mandated installation of
rooftop solar power panels on
new properties measuring 500 sq
yd and above and group housing
societies. For pre-existing
houses, last date was June 30.
However, the residents complained of discrepancies regarding installation of the panels, citing frequent changes in rules
and delay in inspections by the
Chandigarh Renewal Energy
and Science and Technology
Promotion Society (CREST).
Several residents said there was
delay in the subsidy they were
supposed to get from Centre.

day) canal water, and two new
phases five and six will add
another 29 MGD. But the problem is that the municipal corporation (MC) is yet to make provision for additional water storage
capacity for Chandigarh to eliminate repeated breakdowns.

Govt tampering
with Tewari’s poll
expense record:
Chandumajra

R O O F T O P S O L A R PA N E L I N S TA L L AT I O N

n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com
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An electricity pole that was uprooted due to strong winds on Wednesday night in Sector 10, Panchkula.

SANT ARORA/HT

Power pangs in city after Wednesday squall
HT Correspondent
n

PANCHKULA :After missing its previous deadlines for starting the
public bicycle sharing (PBS)
system under the smart city
project, Panchkula municipal
corporation (MC) is likely to
make it functional in July.
In December, last year, the
civic body had invited tenders
and finalised a firm to operate
the PBS system, which was to be
made functional by March. In
July, the MC had decided that
the system will have 200 cycles
and 20 dock stations, and had
claimed the project will be
launched in three months.
MC commissioner and
administrator Rajesh Jogpal
said the work of installation and
operation of the sharing system
was allotted to M/S Dharani
Enterprises for a contract
period of three years and ₹1
crore budget. The firm is
already running the same in
Bhopal and Gwalior.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

WORK IN PROGRESS
“The agency has already started
the manufacturing of dock stations in their factory. The material is likely to be received
within 10 days for installation.
The dock stations are likely to
be installed within a month
after the material is received,”
said Jogpal.

CHANDIGARH:Power supply to sev-

eral parts of the city was disrupted on Wednesday night after
a squall hit the city and the Chandigarh electricity department
struggled to restore power in
those parts.
Trees fell on transmission
lines and transformers in several areas. In Panjab University,
a tree fell on a transformer near
the chemistry department.
Power could be restored only by
4:30pm on Thursday. In Sectors
9 and 24 too, trees fell on transmission lines causing outages. In
many southern sectors including 41, 53, 44 C, 41 and 42, power
was restored only by Thursday
afternoon.
Electricity department also
resorted to unscheduled power
cuts on Thursday in several sectors like 40 due to repeated outages, said an electricity department official who didn’t want to
be named.
With the project of conversion

n

An uprooted tree in Sector 26, Chandigarh, on Wednesday.

of overhead electricity transmission lines yet to take off in the
city though planning on it
started two years ago, the delay
cost a man his life, and two were
badly injured in Mauli Jagran
complex on Wednesday night

when an electricity pole fell on
them.
Even the pilot project to convert existing overhead electricity wires to underground in Sector 8 is yet to start. The pilot
project will take another four

KARUN SHARMA/HT

months to start, and the entire
project is targeted to be completed in a decade, say electricity
department officials.
There were no other reports of
damages on Thursday, said MC
officials.

CYCLES EQUIPPED
WITH GPS
“The bicycles will be equipped
with global positioning system
(GPS) tracking, feature for cashless transactions through
mobile apps and smart locks. It
will be controlled by android
and iOS apps,” he said.
Fare will be charged through
a smart card and mobile app and
the bicycles will operate for 14
hours from 6am to 8pm. A central control system will be set
up in the MC office to monitor
them in real time. Registration
of users will be necessary for
access.
HTC

182gm heroin seized, 3 armed youth snatch bizman’s
five held in Mohali SUV on gunpoint in Ambala
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The special task force
n

Out of 7,400 houses, installation has been done in 1,552.

Parida said Chandigarh MP
Kirron Kher also favoured
extension in last date for installation of solar power panels.
There are around 7,400 houses
in which the mandated solar
plants have to be installed. So
far, panels have become operational in 1,552 houses, and in
around 4,800 houses, the process

HT PHOTO

of installation is going on.
With a target of 69 mega watt
(MW) to be produced by 2022, the
city currently produces around
30 MW from solar power panels
installed in residential and government buildings. In the residential segment, around 11.5
MW is being produced currently
using solar power.

(STF) of Mohali police arrested
five people after recovering
182gm heroin in two cases.
In the first instance, three
men were held with 52gm heroin. The accused were identified
as Aman Verma, native of Sundernagar, Himachal Pradesh;Rishabh Bhardwaj, hailing
from Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh; and Dharav Gupta, native
of Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh.
They live in a rented accommo-

dation in Kharar, police said.
The accused were arrested
from a naka near the old barrier
in Balongi following a tip-off.
STF recovered 20gm heroin from
Verma, 17gm from Bhardwaj
and 15gm from Gupta.
In the other case, Narinder
Singh of Rupnagar, and Sapinder Singh of Kurali, were
arrested with 130gm heroin at a
naka. Police recovered 70gm
heroin from Narinder, while
Sapinder was carrying another
60gm.
Separate cases under the
NDPS Act were registered.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : Three armed youth
snatched a car from a Kurukshetra-based businessman on
gunpoint on Ambala-Chandigarh road in the jurisdiction of
Baldev Nagar police station in
Ambala on Wednesday night.
Complainant Satbir Singh of
Amolak Ram Colony, Kurukshetra, told the police that he
supplies dairy products in
Chandigarh, Mohali and Zirakpur areas and on Wednesday
night, he was heading towards

Mohali in his Maruti Vitara
Brezza when the incident took
place.
Police said as per the complaint, Satbir stopped at Sultanpur village to buy beers. Just as
he was about to start his car,
three youngsters approached
him for a lift to Chandigarh.
“As I refused to oblige, one of
them opened the door, pointed a
gun at me and the other one hit
me on the neck with the pistol
butt,” said Satbir.
Singh said he was attacked
and injured and fearing them,
he ran from the spot to save him-

self, while the three miscreants
drove away with the SUV. Later,
the police were informed after
which a team rushed to the spot
and initiated investigation.
Baldev Nagar police station
in-charge Surender Kumar
said, “The CCTV camera footages of the area is being analysed
but we have no clues yet. Efforts
are on to track the vehicle.”
He said a case was registered
against the three youth under
Sections 379 B (snatching and
use of force) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and under the Arms
Act.

22-YEAR-OLD
MAN HELD FOR
RAPING MINOR

Shift stray cattle to jails, says minister Randhawa

MOHALI :A 22-year-old man was

jails minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa, offering a solution to
decongest the lone, overcrowded
gaushala of Mohali, said stray
cattle should be shifted to jails.
After the death of 281 stray cattle at Mohali’s guashala in March
this year, the district authorities
had decided to shift 20 animals per day to a cow shelter in
Lalru.
However, district administration failed to do so, nor did the
Mohali municipal council take
over the land earmarked for cattle pound by the Greater Mohali
Area Development Authority.
“Jails department has more
than 100 acre land so the cattle
can be shifted and taken care of by
inmates. Fodder will be managed

arrested for raping a 16-yearold girl in Mohali on Thursday.
In her complaint, the victim’s mother said the wife of
accused Hari Om of Uttar Pradesh had gone to her native village. The accused called her
daughter to his house five days
ago and raped her, she alleged.
The victim told her mother
that the accused had raped her
on several occasions and
threatened her of dire consequences in case she told anyone. A case under Sections 376
(rape) and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the IPC and POCSO
Act was registered. Accused
will be produced before a court
on Friday.
HTC

HT Correspondent
n

FIRST GRIEVANCES REDRESSAL COMMITTEE MEET
DISCUSSES TRAFFIC, BAD ROADS, DRUG MENACE

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : State cooperation and

MOHALI : At the first meeting

n

Punjab state cooperation and
jails minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa
ANIL DAYAL/HT

but the administration has to provide veterinary doctors,” said
Randhawa.
The gaushala in Mohali currently houses 1,126 animals
against a capacity of 800.
Randhawa said within 10 days
the inquiry into the death of animals will be conducted. On

of the district grievances
redressal committee held at
the District Administrative
Complex, Mohali, on Thursday, traffic issues and rampant drug menace were discussed among other things.
“I have asked the police to
ensure action against chemists who violate rules,” said
state co-operation and jails
minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa.

March 13, the matter of 280 cows
dying in just two months at the
cattle pound was raised after
which DC ordered probe.

He said the district grievances redressal committee
members should support
the administration so that
issues of the people of the
district can be resolved “as
quickly as possible.”
A member of the committee pointed out that a road in
Bulongi, that had been dug
up two months ago, had not
been repaired, causing
inconvenience to residents.
Randhawa sent the con-

Mohali's deputy mayor Manjit
Singh Sethi had levelled allegations against the pound management of being negligent. The

cerned executive engineer
to inspect the work.
On the issue of unauthorised and unregistered paying guests (PG) running in
the city, Randhawa said
people not getting their PGs
verified will be dealt with
sternly. He said people’s
contribution was extremely
important. The meeting of
the committee will be held
on the 10th of each month,
he said.
HTC

enquiry had found NGO Gauri
Shanker Gau Sewa Raksha Dal,
responsible of violating rules,
along with three MC staffers.
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Plasticchokingdrains,Mohalinot
fittodriveawaymonsoonblues
ILL-PREPARED A few weeks before the arrival of monsoon, streams remain riddled with wild growth
Shailee Dogra
n

A look at the drainage system

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

MOHALI : Lack of coordination

among multiple agencies tasked
withmaintainingMohali’sdrainage system has left it far from
readyfortheoncomingmonsoon,
as evident from the choked road
gullies, drains and streams.
Mohali has a 225km-long
drainagesystem,which is under
the joint care of the municipal
corporation (MC), Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA), Punjab
SmallIndustriesandExportCorporation (PSIEC) and Punjab water supply and sanitation
department (earlier known as
public health).
Even as the monsoon is likely
to hit the region by June end,
city’s three natural streams —
Patiala ki Rao (behind Balongi),
N-choe (passing through Phases
9, 10, and Sector 67) and Lakhnourchoe(nearPhase11)—continue to be riddled with dense
wild growth.
With the streamschokedwith
garbage and weeds, water level
rises quickly during monsoon,
inundating adjacent roads and
buildings,muchtothechagrinof
commuters and residents.
Part of Lakhnour choe is also
encroached upon, even as it seldom desilted or cleaned.
Tomakemattersworse,water
from Chandigarh flows down to
Mohali due to the topography,
makingwaterloggingaperennial
problem.
CLEANING WORK
FAR FROM OVER
Thecorporationclaimsthatthey
had started cleaning the drains
withadeadlineofJune30,butthe
ground reality is completely different.Sofar,MChasonlystarted
clearing the road berms, which
will take more than two weeks.
Meanwhile,theotheragencies

₹1 cr
CLEANING
BUDGET

10,000

3,000

5,000

2,000

Total gullies

Under public
health

Under MC

Under
GMADA

40% Gullies cleaned so far
THE CARETAKERS
Public health: Phases 1 to 11, Sector 70 and 71, Industrial
Area Phases 1 to 5, Shahimajra, Madanpura and Mataur
MC: Industrial Area Phases 6, 7, 8, 9 and Mohali village
PSIEC: Sectors 74 and 75, Industrial Area Phase 8B
GMADA: Sectors 65 to 69 and 76 to 80

drains, and aim to clear them
beforemonsoonsetsin,” hesaid.

have yet to wake up to clean the
road gullies and drains.
Theroadsgullies intheIndustrial Areas are choked with wild
growth, while most of the drains
areblockedwithplasticgarbage,
reflecting district authorities’
ineffectiveness in implementing
the ban on plastic use.

“Thedrainsneedtobecleaned
with a suction machine, so that
theplasticisremovedtofacilitate
the flow of water and prevent
waterlogging. In Phase 5, even
road gullies have not been
cleaned, let alone the drains,”
said area councillor Arun
Sharma.

HT Correspondent

Flight plan

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Two weeks after

starting two flights between
Chandigarh and Delhi, Air Vistara on Thursdayadded another
daily flight, this time between
Chandigarh and Mumbai.
Withthis,thetotalflightsofthe
privatecarrierfromChandigarh
have reached five. Four of them
are between Chandigarh and
Delhi.
The Mumbai flight will arrive
at the Chandigarh International Airportat4pm,anddepart
at 4.35pm to reach Mumbai at
7.05pm.
Now, the number of flights
between Chandigarh and Mumbai has increased to six.

Departure
4:35pm

Arrival
7:05pm

Currently,AirIndiaoperatesa
flightat3.30pm,GoAirat11.30am
and7.45pm,andIndigoat12.15pm
and 2.35pm.
Withheavyrushofpassengers
duetosummervacations,thereis
a surge in prices too. One-way
fare to Mumbai for Friday is
available between ₹8,000 to

JUNE 14, 2019

₹12,000.Aweeklater,forJune21,
prices hover between ₹5,800 and
₹9,400.
Meanwhile, the total number
of flights at the airport has
increasedto27.Theseincludetwo
internationalflightstoDubaiand
Sharjah, while the rest are in the
domestic circuit.

n

Thalassaemic Children Welfare Association, Government Medical
College and Hospital, Sector 32 and the Post-Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and Research will hold a blood donation camp to
mark Blood Donor Day. It will be inaugurated by Dr BS Chavan, directorprincipal, GMCH-32.

Day 1 of “Atmospheres”, a three-day watercolour painting exhibition by
HS Sohal and Aman Sohal.
Where: Forum aDvaita, House Number 2475, second floor, Sector 71,
Mohali
When: 10am to 8pm

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Pracheen Kala Kendra will organise a special programme of classical
music where sitar exponent Reshma Shrivastava will perform. Madhuresh Bhatt will play tabla.
Where: ML Koser Auditorium, Sector 35, Chandigarh
When: 6pm

APNI MANDI

PANCHKULA :
Sector 20

Nayagaon
Chandigarh

Sector 45D,46D

Mohali

Sector 68

lookout for an unidentified man,
who allegedly hurled abuses at a
PanjabUniversity(PU)assistant
professor over the phone.
The woman, 37, who is also a
hostel warden at PU, told the
police that a man called her
mobile phone, and started cussing without any provocation.
After she reported the matter
to the Sector 11 station on
Wednesday,copstracedthenumber to Meerut, Uttar Pradesh.
However, they had yet to ascertain the caller’s identity.
A case of sexual harassment
HTC
was registered.

HT Correspondent
n
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CHANDIGARH:Paid parking sites in

the city are set to increase, as a
municipal
corporation
(MC) panel,constitutedtoexamine terms and conditions of paid
parking lots, on Thursday finalised 99 parking lots in 55 parking
sites, covering all markets along
the main roads.
Currently, Chandigarhhas 60
parkinglotsat25sites,apartfrom
themulti-level parking in Sector
17.Newareastocomeunderpaid
parkingarein Sectors7, 8 and20,
Manimajra and Rose Garden,
adjoiningMatkaChowk,besides
vacant areas at existing paid
parking sites.
The meeting was held under
the chairmanship of former
mayor Arun Sood, along with
four councillors, and officers of
the parking branch.
CALL ON PARKING
FEE ON SATURDAY
The crucial discussion on the
paid parking charges in Chandigarh will be held on Saturday.
Peoplecurrentlyshellout₹10for
four-wheelers and ₹5 for twowheelers.
During the May House meeting, an MC agenda proposed to
double the parking rates, and
evenrecommendedfurther hike

n

PANEL DECIDES TO
FLOAT TENDERS
SEPARATELY FOR FOUR
ZONES SO THAT THE
ENTIRE SYSTEM DOES
NOTSUFFERINCASE
ONEOFTHECONTRACTORS
BREACHESTERMS
to ₹40 and ₹20, respectively, after
four hours of parking.
However, the House deferred
the agenda, and referred it to the
Sood-led panel. Sood said, “Any
decision will be taken with the
consensus of the panel members
and officers concerned.”
Most of the BJP councillors,
whoenjoyatwo-thirdmajorityin
MC,areinfavourofretainingthe
existing rates.
PARKING SITES TO BE
DIVIDED INTO 4 ZONES
The panel decided to create four
zones for running paid parking
lots throughout the city. Sectors
16and17willbeinzone1;Sectors
22, 34, 35 and 43 in zone 2; Sectors
20, 26, Manimajra, Elante Mall,
Fun Republic, tourist buses’
parkingandManimajrainzone3;
and Sectors 7, 8 and 9 in zone 4.
The committee decided that
tenders for each zone will be

Panchkula

Sector 20

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

Kumar to buy his Mahindra
XUV 500.
However, Kumar never
handed over the car to him.
When Amit filed a complaint
with the office of the senior
superintendent of police (SSP),
the case was referred to the Sector 3 police station. Later,
Kumar agreed to return the
money and issued three cheques
for ₹9.92 lakh in total. However,
the cheques were dishonoured
by the bank.
Meanwhile, Kumar’s wife
Seema approached Kapoor for
₹5 lakh for household expenses,
promising to return the amount

UT admn seeks French expertise for
heritage protection, museum expansion
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: With an aim to pro-

tect and preserve the city’s heritage items, UT adviser Manoj
Kumar Parida has written to the
French ambassador to India
requesting French expertise in
the matter.
The city has large number of
heritage items like furniture,
which have been moved out of
the country and sold at various
auction houses.
In the letter, Parida has
sought guidance for the restoration, preservation and protection of city’s heritage, including

furniture and buildings.
In Puducherry also, the
French had shared their technical assistance and manpower for
restoration and protection of
heritage items and buildings,
which proved helpful.
Besides, the UT adviser has
also sought sharing of French
expertise in improving and
expanding museums in the city.
In the last 10 years, heritage artefacts worth ₹30 crore
from the city have been auctioned off around the world.
More than 50 auctions have been
held in different countries. Earlier, auctions were held mainly
in the United States, United

Kingdom and France. But for the
last three years, auctions were
also organised in Germany and
Israel. This year itself, six auctions have taken place with heritage items worth more than ₹1
crore being sold.
It is estimated that the city is
currently holding heritage articles worth more than ₹100 crore.
Welcoming the move, Ajay
Jagga, member of the Chandigarh Heritage Protection Cell,
said, “The UT administration’s
step of seeking expertise from
the government of France to preserve and protect Chandigarh’s
modern heritageiswelcome, and
in tune with the state’s constitu-

RAKESHKUMARISSUED
CHEQUESFOR₹9.92LAKH
TO COMPLAINANT, BUT
THEY BOUNCED; A
CHEQUE ISSUED BY
KUMAR’S WIFE TO
REPAY A LOAN WAS ALSO
DISHONOURED BY BANK
soon. But, the cheque issued by
her also bounced. So, a separate
case was filed.
After hearing arguments in

both cases, the court observed,
“The convicts have committed
a serious offence by deliberately failing in discharge of
their economic liability and
ensuring the payment of
cheques drawn by them. The
commission of offences, punishable under Section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act,
are increasing day-by-day, and
are required to be dealt with
strictly. Thus, the accused do
not deserve any leniency of probation under Probation of
Offenders Act 1958.”
Kumar was sentenced to
undergo imprisonment for one

year, and was directed to pay
compensation equivalent to
cheques for ₹8.92 lakh within
one month. It was mentioned
that Kumar handed over three
cheques to Kapoor for ₹9.92
lakh, but in the instant complaint, only two cheques for ₹5
lakh and ₹3.92 lakh were presented. Hence, Kumar was
directed to pay the complainant
₹8.92 lakh.
Seema was awarded six
months in prison, and directed
to pay compensation equivalent
to the ₹5-lakh cheque within one
month of expiry of period for
appeal or its disposal.

Low haemoglobin keeping women away from donating blood
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Even as around

60,000 people in tricity donate
blood every year, barely 7% are
females, thanks to low haemoglobin, also known as anaemia.
Figures shared by the blood
transfusion department of the
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER) reveal that in
2018-19, of the over 56,000 people
who donated blood, 92.7% were
male, while 7.2% were female.
The contribution of female
blood donors was as low as 5.7%
in 2017-18, and 6.1% in 2016-17.
PGIMER conducts around
400 blood camps annually,
where on an average, 150 units
of blood are collected. Hence,
annual collection can go up to
60,000 units.
Sharing one figure, RK Garg,
a city-based RTI activist, said,
“In one of the blood donation
camps organised recently, 265
men came forward for donation, of which 219 (82.6%)

WHO CAN BE A DONOR
“Any healthy individual aged
between 18 and 65 years,
who is over 45kg and
has 12.5 gm per
decilitre haemoglobin can donate
blood. The donors
should have slept well
and had adequate food
and water in the last four hours.
Donors should inform the
donated. However, of the 99
women who wanted to participate, only 39 (39%) were
accepted.”
He said this instance showed
that while several women were
not found fit for blood donation,
even participation of female
donors was quite less.
MORE WOMEN
ANAEMIC THAN MEN
According to the fourth
National Family Health Survey, 76% of the women in Chan-

floated separately after fixing
reserved price and eligibility of
private bidders.
Thedecisionwastakeninview
of the single firm running the 25
parkingsitesbeingevicteddueto
default of licence fee.
Sood said zone-wise contractors will ensure competition for
better quality, and in case one
contractorfailedtoruntheparkinglotseffectively,theentiresystem will not suffer.
They also decided that all
infrastructure and equipment
willbeforfeitedin caseof prematuresurrenderortermination of
the contract, and after completion of the agreement these will
become MC’s property.
Thepanelsuggestedthatspace
will be designated for parking of
two-wheelersandfour-wheelers
in each parking lot, while asking
theofficersconcernedtoprepare
and put up a detailed list of free
parking lots throughout city,
where market welfare associations have proposed to run and
maintain the parking lots on
no-profit, no-loss basis.
Besides Sood, other members
of the committee are senior deputy mayor Hardeep Singh, Asha
Kumari Jaswal, Gurbax Rawat,
MaheshInderSinghSidhu,chief
engineerManoj Bansal, andofficers concerned of MC’s parking
branch.

Paid parking is set to be introduced in Sectors 7, 8 and 20, Manimajra and Rose Garden, adjoining
HT FILE PHOTO
Matka Chowk, besides vacant areas at existing paid parking sites.

W O R L D B L O O D D O N O R D AY

When: 10:30am

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING EXHIBITION

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Holding them guilty
in two cheque bounce cases, a
local court has sentenced a
Mauli Jagran man and his wife
to one year and six months in
prison, respectively.
The convicts, Rakesh Kumar
and Seema, were held guilty
under Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act.
The decisions came on the
complaint of one Amit Kapoor.
Kapoor’s counsel Sanket
Dhall told the court that in 2012,
his client paid ₹9.92 lakh to

Where: Blood Bank, GMCH, Sector 32, Chandigarh

Phase 5

Unidentified caller
booked for abusing
PU teacher
CHANDIGARH : Police are on the

HT Correspondent

DONATE BLOOD

MOHALI :Phase 5 and
Sector 68

“The road gullies on the internal roads of sectors and phases
areblocked,withnovisibleeffort
by MC to clear them,” said SimranWalia,aresidentofSector79.
However, mayor Kulwant
SinghclaimsMohaliwillbeready
for monsoon soon. “We have
started the work to clean the

HALF-BAKED EFFORTS
Way back in 2008, Mohali’s civic
body had cleared a proposal to
upgrade the city’s drainage system under the Jawahar Lal
Nehru National Urban Renewal
Mission.GMADAhadalsotiedup
with the urban drainage department of the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Bombay, to
come up with solutions to the
ineffectivestormwaterdrainage
system. But, the situation
remains unchanged.
Ina2016study,PECUniversity
of Technology had raised questions over the city’s old drainage
system and recommended a
26-kmnewpipelinewithadiameterof80mmto100mmtoallowdischargeoflargevolumesofwater.
Theteamhadalsomootedarainwaterharvestingsystemanddischarge of water into Patiala Ki
Rao. However, despite itself hiringPECengineerstoconductthe
study, MC failed to implement
the recommendations.

03

MC panel gives green light
to more paid parking sites

Husband-wife duo imprisoned for bounced cheques

tricitytoday

CHANDIGARH :Sectors 45D and
46D, and Nayagaon

Blocked storm drains, like this one in Phase 8B, Industrial Area, are
common place in Mohali; and (below) wild growth in the N-Choe
near Sector 68, will prevent easy flow of the rainwater.
RAVI KUMAR AND SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

New Vistara flight to Mumbai
n

n

tricity

doctors of any ongoing
medication or medical
history,” said Dr Suchet
Sachdev.

Contact here
To register for blood
donation: 0172-275-5485,
0172-275-6486
To register for platelet donation:
0172- 275-6490

digarh, aged between 15 and 49,
were anaemic, as compared to
19% men. Anaemia reflects a
decrease in the total amount of
red blood cells (RBCs) or haemoglobin in the blood, which
lowers the ability of the blood to
carry oxygen. Symptoms
include feeling tired, weakness,
pale skin, shortness of breath,
poor ability to exercise, irregular heartbeat, headache, and
cold hands and feet.
On the low number of female
donors at blood camps, Dr

Suchet Sachdev from PGIMER,
said, “Mostly camps are organised in markets, which elicit
low female participation. More
women turn up when camps are
held in the IT sector or colleges.”
On why women were not
found fit for blood donation, he
said, “Female donors are often
found underweight (less than
45kgs) or their haemoglobin is
less than 12 gm/ decilitre,
which means they are anaemic.
Even menstruating women
cannot donate blood.”
DONOR COUNSELLING,
NOTIFICATION CLINIC
Every blood unit collected is
screened twice, firstly via
ELISA and then via NAT testing to rule out five diseases:
hepatitis B, hepatitis C, HIV,
syphlis and malaria.
In 2017-18, out of the over
56,000 donors, over 500 were
found suffering from one or the
other disease. Such infected
blood units are discarded.
To help such donors, who are
diagnosed with one of the five

diseases, the department of
blood transfusion, PGIMER, is
planning to start a “donor counselling and notification clinic”.
Dr Suchet Sachdev said, “We
already call and inform the
donors about the diagnosis and
guide them to the respective
departments. But the clinic will
help give more structure to the
process.” Dr RR Sharma, head
of the department, said, “Several donors turn up with ailments for which they are on
antibiotics. So, we cannot take
their blood then, but through
this clinic, we can maintain a
record, and call them after a few
days to donate blood.”

tional duties. However, other
steps like strengthening the legal
framework for preventing the
smuggling and auctioning in foreign countries, will remain as
such, including booking the
guilty and punishing them, as
per laws.”
The UT administration has
also decided to set up a committee for protecting the artefacts
from being stolen and smuggled.
Significantly, the city’s heritage
furniture is in possession of the
UT administration, Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation, Punjab
and Haryana governments, Panjab University and the Punjab
and Haryana high court.

Fugitive in cheque
bounce cases
lands in police net
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:A city-based restaurant owner, who was declared
proclaimedoffender(PO) inmultiple cheque bounce cases, was
arrested on Thursday.
AteamofthePOandSummon
Cell of the Chandigarh police
nabbed Rajat Saini, a resident of
Sector 12, Panchkula, from his
restaurant,“Sultan”,inSector7,
Chandigarh.
Sourcessaidtheofficiale-mail
IDofUTDGPSanjayBaniwalgot
an email that Rajat, a fugitive in
multiple cases, was roaming
freely in Chandigarh. Following
this,thePOcellswungintoaction
and arrested him after calling
himoutsidehisrestaurant,police
said. “There are multiple complaints against Rajat under Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act. He was earlier
arrested on the complaint of a
tyre company, “Surya Tyres”,
located in new motor market,
Manimajra,” a police official,
privy to the matter, said.
Rajat was produced before a
duty magistrate and released on
bail bonds of ₹1 lakh each in two
cases.

FOCUS ON RETAINING
DONORS
Every year, around 60,000 people donate blood in the tricity,
and as per doctors, up to 70% of
them are repeat donors. “We
want to increase the percentage
of repeat donors, because they
are safe donors. We are going to
increase awareness campaigns
for this,” said Dr Sharma.
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shortstories
39 IIT ROPAR
STUDENTS
TO INTERN ABROAD
RUPNAGAR: Thirty-nine students
of IIT, Ropar, in BTech second and
third year will go abroad this year
for summer internships in foreign
universities. Head of training and
placement cell of Career Development and Corporate Relations
Centre (CDCRC), IIT Ropar, Dhiraj K
Mahajan said summer internships enables the students to
explore their area of interest and
know about research cultures in
HTC
universities abroad.

Delegation of scientists to
attend workshop in UK
CHANDIGARH: A delegation of
eight scientists will participate in a
seven-day workshop on ‘Science,
Technology, Innovation (STI) Policy
for Turbulent Times’ to be held at
the University of Sussex, from June
17 to 21. The delegation will be led
by the coordinator of DST-Centre
for Policy Research, Panjab University, Rupinder Tewari. The visit will
enable the delegation to understand the UK’s STI policy and
emulate good practices in the
HTC
Indian ecosystem.

Fire safety programme
held at PU hostel
CHANDIGARH: Mehr Chand
Mahajan Hall, Boys’ Hostel No 1,
PU, conducted a fire safety
assessment and awareness
programme on Thursday. Fire
safety issues regarding the hostel
mess, laundering and tailoring
sites were discussed. Hostel
warden Rajeev Kumar said such
type of awareness programmes
and drills will be organised in other
HTC
hostels as well.

Day two of summer
school at PU concludes
CHANDIGARH: The day two of the
five-day summer school of the
National Academy of Sciences,
India (NASI), being held at the
department of Physics, PU,
concluded on Thursday. RK Awasthi from St George College, Agra,
demonstrated the basic principles
of science mechanics, optics and
magnetism. JS Sehrawat from the
department of anthropology, PU,
apprised the students about
anthropology and its applied
HTC
aspects.

AIIMS: Patiala boy bags
AIR 1 in SC category
PATIALA: Shaan Judiyal, 18, from
Patiala bagged All India Rank 1 in
SC category and 155 in general for
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) examination, the
result of which was declared late
on Wednesday. Judiyal aspires to
be doctor because he wants to find
a cure for his 12-year-old cousin
with a neurological disorder.
Judiyal had also performed very
well in the NEET examination as he
got All India Rank rank 39 in SC
category and 2,509 overall. He said
he always distanced himself from
HTC
social media.

PEC scholars await
fellowship arrears

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Two days after the

students with disabilities were
assured action on their
demands, Panjab University
appointed Ramesh Kataria from
the department of chemistry as
the new coordinator of the equal
opportunities cell (EOC) on
Thursday with immediate
effect.
Neelima Dhingra from the
University Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences (UIPS) has
been appointed as the co-coordinator of the cell.
On Tuesday, the students had
met registrar Karamjeet Singh
and secretary to vice-chancellor
Muneeshwar Joshi.
They were asked to suggest

PSPCL suffers
heavy losses
due to storm
PATIALA : Dust and windstorms in

the region on Wednesday night
caused heavy losses to the Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited (PSPCL), apart from
disturbing the power supply in
many areas.
Chairperson-cum- managing
director (CMD) Baldev Singh
Sran said the dust and windstorms wreaked havoc in the
whole of Punjab.
He said, “The storm damaged
infrastructure and disrupted
power supply across the state.”
“At present, engineers and
power department officials are
attending to the breakdowns on
a war footing,” he added.
He said around 1,425 electricity poles and 224 transformers
were damaged in the south zone
of the city.
The Chairperson-cum- managing director appealed to the
consumers to cooperate with
the PSPCL, as it attempts to
undo the damage.
HTC
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CAUGHT IN ACTION

FUTILE WAIT The government had announced hike in fellowship
emoluments for research fellows by nearly 20% in January
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Doctor of philoso-

phy (PhD) scholars at the Punjab
Engineering College (PEC), Sector 12, here are awaiting the
enhanced amount of the fellowships, under the central government schemes. The same is the
case of research scholars at Panjab University.
The government had, in January this year, announced the
enhancement in emoluments for
junior research fellows (JRF)
and senior research fellows
(SRF), by nearly 20%. The University Grants Commission
(UGC) notified the same on June
3. The amount for JRFs was
increased from₹25,000 to₹28,000
while the amount for SRFs was
increased from ₹ 28,000 to
₹ 35,000.
The students, who qualify the
UGC-National Eligibility Test
(NET)- JRF and UGC-CSIR, are
eligible for the fellowships.

THE AMOUNT FOR JRFS
WAS INCREASED FROM
₹25,000 TO₹28,000
WHILE THE AMOUNT FOR
SRFS WAS INCREASED
FROM ₹ 28,000 TO
₹ 35,000 IN JANUARY
After two years of JRF, the
scholars receive SRF. The fellowship is provided for a maximum of five years.
The PEC provides fellowships
to students, who clear GATE too.
A PhD scholar at PEC, on the
condition of anonymity, said,
“We had written to the director
recently to increase the scholarship amount as announced by
the UGC. We have not received
any reply yet.”
Over 40 scholars had written
to the PEC director in the first
week of June.
PEC director Dheeraj Sanghi

said, “The amount will be
increased. We are going to take
up the matter at the meeting of
the board of governors (BoG)
scheduled on July 8.”
He added, “The students may
not get the enhanced amount of
the scholarship from the back
date as PEC does not get any
funds from the UGC and gives
the scholarships from its grantsin-aid fund. We will try if we can
get some additional funds from
the UT.”The students at the PEC
said that the IITs and NITs were
giving the enhanced amount to
the scholars and there too the
UGC does not give funds.
At PU, the research scholars
are also demanding the
enhanced amount.
A member of the PU research
scholars association (PURSA),
Sarabjit Singh said, “We have
not got the enhanced amount yet.
However, we have been told
by the officials that we will
receive the enhanced amount
from back date.”

n

Veteran actor Sudhir Pandey and other artistes staging a play, Welcome Zindagi, at Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, in Chandigarh on
KESHAV SINGH /HT
Thursday.

Kharar residents live under threat Varsity to hold
migration exam
as MC fails to curb dog menace
for engg students
HT Correspondent
n

MOHALI: Stray dogs roam in the
Kharar Municipal Council’s
(MC’s) public park on Gharuan
road and pose a threat to the
lives of residents visiting the
park. One of the residents said
they are living under a constant
threat of dog bites, which can
occur in the absence of any regulation.
“The MC has failed to check
the dog menace rampant in the
park. The dogs can attack the
visitors at any time,” said PS
Dhanoa, a resident of Garden
Colony, Kharar.
Dhanoa said the presence of a
large number of stray dogs during evenings hampers the residents’ movement in the park.
“Dozens of stray dogs roam in
the park. We are afraid to venture out during evenings in the
park. Besides, dogs chase us
even if we venture out in the
park during the day, when at
least 5 to 10 dogs can be spotted,”
said a resident Jaspal Singh.

names for the coordinator’s post
as the students had demanded
to have a person with prior
experience at the coordinator’s
post.
Rimpi Arora, a student of the
department of public administration, said, “We are happy that
the administration appointed
the coordinator from the names
suggested by us. Kataria has
already served at the post for
two years in Delhi University.”
She added, “We had also
demanded the separate staff in
the EOC including senior assistant and superintendent. This is
a first step towards fulfilling the
demands.”
The students had also
demanded to have an accessibility audit of the campus among
other demands.

HT Correspondent
n

n

Stray dogs roaming in a park on Gharuan Road in Kharar.

A resident Paramjeet Singh
said because of the dog menace,
he didn’t go to the park anymore. “The dog menace has
become so life-threatening that
I have asked my family members too to avoid going to the

park,” he said. Another resident
Rulda Singh said, “It is unfortunate that considering the park’s
condition, the authorities are
acting as mute spectators.
They should sterilise the dogs
and build dog shelters in order

HT PHOTO

to reduce the threat to human
lives,” Singh said.
Kharar MC executive officer
Rajesh Sharma said no complaint has been received so far.
“But I will look into the matter,”
he said.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Panjab University
(PU) will hold the Migration
Entrance in Engineering Test
(PUMEET), the first of its kind
in the region, on July 14.
Candidates who have completed the first year of bachelor’s in engineering (BE) from
any other institute/University
recognised by PU with a minimum aggregate of 60% marks
and appeared for the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE))
in their previous session, will be
eligible to apply.
The seats which fell vacant
during 2018-19 shall be filled
through the test.
Faculty member from
University Institute of Engineering and Technology (UIET)
JK Goswamy said, “Around 200
seats will be filled through this
test.”
The Joint Academic and

THE TEST WILL CONSIST
OF 100 MCQS TO BE
ATTEMPTED IN 100
MINUTES. STUDENTS
WHO WANT TO CHANGE
THEIR STREAM OF
STUDY CAN ALSO
TAKE THE EXAM
Administrative Committee
(JAAC) of UIET, Dr SS Bhatnagar University Institute of
Chemical Engineering & Technology (UICET) and PU Swami
Sarvanand Giri Regional Centre
(PUSSGRC), Hoshiarpur, had
proposed the idea of taking
the test.
The test will consist of 100
multiple choice questions
(MCQs) to be attempted in 100
minutes. Students who want to
change their stream of study can
also take the exam.

Patiala Agri dept fails to
Warden’s selection
promote direct sowing tech invites resentment
PA N JA B U N I V E R S I T Y

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : The agriculture depart-

ment has failed to promote direct sowing technique
for paddy during this kharif
season.
The paddy sowing already
started on Thursday, at least 2.3
lakh hectare area will be under
paddy but the department has
set a negligible target of covering the area under the direct
sowing technique.
Besides saving time,
the direct sowing technique
lowers input cost on labour and
irrigation. The water requirement is only 25% of the traditional puddling method.
Chief agriculture officer Arvinder Singh said the department
has to go through crop history
and soil health before recom-

THE TECHNIQUE SAVES
TIME AND LOWERS INPUT
COST ON LABOUR AND
IRRIGATION. THE WATER
REQUIREMENT IS
ONLY 25% OF THE
TRADITIONAL METHOD

mending direct sowing.
“We have collected over
50,000 samples of soil and have
the sent same for further testing
before recommending farmers
to go with direct sowing,” CAO
said.
He said many times farmers
have a traditional mindset and
show reluctance to adopt it
despite educating them that
there is no negative effect on the
yield using this technique.

”The department provides direct sowing machines
through its cooperative society
according to the demand of
farmers,” he said. A senior official said the demand
for direct sowing was very less
with hardly any query received
from farmers.
“Farmers of only those areas
have shown interest where
sources of irrigation are hardly
available or there is shortage of
labourers,” said an official.
However, farmers believe
that the growth of weeds
in direct-seeded paddy fields is
the major reason behind not
adopting such a technique.
Meanwhile, the farmers have
been advised to sow those varieties recommended by the Punjab Agricultural University
including PR 126, 122 for paddy,
while PUSA 1121 for basmati.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The Panjab University Teachers’ Association
(PUTA) on Thursday expressed
resentment over the appointment of Arun Singh Thakur
from University Institute of
Hotel and Tourism Management
(UIHTM) as the warden of Boys’
Hostel Number 7 by the PU vicechancellor (V-C) Raj Kumar.
A PUTA executive member,
requesting anonymity, said,
“While others are being
appointed on the basis of seniority, the process was completely
ignored in the case of Thakur
who ranks 16th in terms of
seniority.”
While the practice of taking
seniority into consideration was
adopted in 2018, PUTA president

Rajesh Gill had written to
Kumar for the appointment of
wardens on the basis of seniority
in May 2019.
As the wardens of Boys’ Hostel Number 7 and 8 and Girls’
Hostel Number 9 completed their
tenure, Kumar appointed new
wardens on Tuesday. The warden of Girls’ Hostel Number 1,
Suman Mor, was allowed to continue as she had cited that she
had one year pending.
Arun Singh Thakur from
UIHTM was appointed as the
warden of Boys’ Hostel Number
7, Vishal Sharma from University Institute of Engineering and
Technology (UIET) was
appointed as the warden of Boys’
Hostel Number 8 and Shipra
Gupta from the department of
laws was appointed the warden
of Girls’ Hostel Number 9.

Wednesday dust storm leaves four dead in Ludhiana
HT Correspondent
n

P’KULA COLLEGES
BEGIN ONLINE
ADMISSIONS
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Kataria coordinator
of varsity’s equal
opportunities cell
HT Correspondent

hindustantimes

WHILE 3 DEATHS
OCCURRED DUE TO WALL
AND ROOF COLLAPSES, 1
DIED AFTER FALLING
FROM A TREE

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The dust storm that

hit the city on Wednesday evening left four people dead and 16
injured. While three of the victims died during treatment late
night, body of the fourth one was
recovered from debris on
Thursday morning.
Body of a 25-year-old man,
identified as Ramesh Kumar,
was recovered from debris of a
collapsed wall in Tibba on
Thursday.
A 59-year-old man, Ramprasad Mandal, lost his life after
a shed fell on him at Saibhaana
of Koom Kalan area, while Kapil
Dev, 50, was killed when the
rooftop he was standing on
crumbled in Kakowal village. A
gardener, Jawahar Lal, was
reportedly killed after falling
from a mango tree at the SCD
Government College.
NARROW ESCAPE FOR 19
Ramprasad Mandal, who hailed
from Bihar, used to work as a
mason. His son Sujit Kumar

n

Wife of Ramesh Kumar (in photo), whose body was found under
GURPREET SINGH/HT
debris, with her son in Ludhiana on Thursday.

Mandal said Ramprasad had
taken shelter under a shed with
19 others. “Though others had a
narrow escape as they rushed
out, my father was not that fortunate,” he added.
Ramprasad used to live here
with his two sons, Sujit and
Ravinder, and elder brother
Shudhi Mandal. “After the
autopsy, we will cremate him
here only. We have informed the
family in Bihar,” said Shudhi.

TIBBA DEATH: BROTHER
ALLEGES IT’S A MURDER
After the body of Ramesh
Kumar, a hair dresser, was
recovered from debris, his wife
claimed that a wall fell on him
following the dust storm, but his
brother alleged it was a case of
murder.
Tibba SHO Parmjeet Singh
said they were waiting for the
postmortem report to ascertain
the cause of death. Victim’s wife

Harpreet, 24, said Ramesh was
last seen standing near the wall
of a temple adjacent to their residence in Tibba when the storm
hit the area. “We tried to look
out for him, but in vain. In
morning, a person spotted the
body under debris,” she said.
Meanwhile, Ramesh’s elder
brother Rakesh claimed that the
body bore an injury mark near
abdomen, suggesting that he
was attacked with a sharpedged weapon.
“Someone killed my brother
and hid his body under the
debris to give an impression of
accidental death,” he alleged.
He said Ramesh and Harpreet
used to have heated arguments.
They had got married four years
ago and have a 18-month-old
child.

4-YEAR-OLD SURVIVES AFTER
METAL ROD PIERCES HER HEAD
LUDHIANA: Playing in rain

during the time of Wednesday’s squall proved dangerous for a four-year-old girl
as a metal rod pierced
through the lower part of
her brain after a roof collapsed.
Yashavi, a resident of
Aadarsh Nagar near Samrala Chowk, was operated
upon at the CMCH and is
stated to be out of danger.
Her uncle, Rajesh Kumar,
said the incident took place
around 6.30pm. “When the
storm hit the area, children
she was playing with gathered near a wall of a house.
But unexpectedly, the
extended portion of the roof
fell on them,” he added. He
said six children escaped
with minor wounds, but
Yashavi was seriously
injured and immediately

n

Yashavi

taken to hospital. Professor
and neurosurgery head Prof
Sarvpreet Singh Grewal,
who supervised the surgery
to remove the rod from her
head, appreciated the family’s decision to quickly rush
the child to hospital.
“The child is fully conscious with her vision intact
and she is moving her limbs
as well. She is in neurosurgery ward and likely to be
fully recovered soon,” said
Dr Grewal.
HTC

PANCHKULA: The online admis-

sions in Panchkula colleges for
undergraduation (UG) and postgraduation (PG) courses for the
session 2019-20 started on Monday. The department of higher
education, Haryana, has fixed
June 28 as the last date of applying for UG courses and June 29 as
the last date for PG courses.
City colleges have provided
the facility to use computer labs
for the students to apply online.
Students can also apply for the
courses offline by submitting
admission forms in the colleges
here. As per the officials concerned, the first cut-off list will
be issued on July 2 followed by
the second list on July 9.
The final waiting list will be
made available on July 16. There
are four government colleges in
the district – Government Post
Graduate College, Sector 1; Government College For Girls, Sector 14; Government Post Graduate College, Kalka and Government College, Barwala.

ISB invites
applications for
two MBA
programmes
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: The Indian School Business (ISB) is inviting applications for the two MBA programmes for the 2019-20 session.
The name of these programmes are postgraduate programme in management for senior executives (PGPMAX) and
post graduation programme in
management for the family
business (PGPMFAB).
PGPMAX is for the seniorlevel executives /business owners while PGPMFAB caters to
those involved in family businesses.
These 15-month programmes
are specially designed for experienced professionals with 10-20
years of experience.
“The institute’s PGPMAX
prepares individuals to be true
global business leaders and
helps them in advancing their
careers. It aims to develop their
analytical, strategic and leadership skills,” reads the statement
given out by ISB authorities.
“PGPMFAB is a comprehensive general management programme for the next generation
of family business owners. It
offers a unique combination of
the latest management concepts
and is contextualised to the
needs of family businesses,” it
further said.
The last date of the applying
for the PGPMAX programme
is July 1 while the last date to
apply for PGPMFAB programme is July 10.
For more information, applicants can visit ISB’s official
website.

PGPMAX IS FOR THE
SENIOR-LEVEL
EXECUTIVES /BUSINESS
OWNERS WHILE
PGPMFAB CATERS TO
THOSE INVOLVED IN
FAMILY BUSINESSES
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SAYING IT THROUGH CAMERA

n

SOAP OPERA

DOLL’S DAY OUT:
A grimy toy gets a
makeover.
Residents often
come to the dhobi
ghats with unusual
requests, even as
many depend on
washing machines
at home to wash
their clothes.

SPLASH DANCE Though washing machines are here to stay,
Chandigarh’s laundry men are still in demand. HT lensman
Ravi Kumar catches up with them at Sec 7 and PU dhobi ghat

A

tall and burly man washing a
sweet little doll at the Sector 7
dhobi ghat, one of the biggest
laundry centres in the city, piques
one’s curiosity. “Families have
stopped giving us their laundry, now
we get everything else but clothes to
wash,” he quips, when you want to
know what he’s up to.
The friendly dhobi or washerman of
the days or yore who took away everyone’s dirty laundry tied up in bedsheets in the morning and returned it
in the evening, crispy clean, ironed
and smelling of the sun, has all but disappeared. Today his livelihood is
threatened by hi-tech washing
machines which complete their tasks
efficiently but mechanically, without
the human touch.
However, if you thought the laundry business was losing steam, you
could be wrong. With hotels, corporate
houses and swish salons, even wedding planners requiring loads of washing to be done, these men do manage to
eke out a decent income.
The oldest dhobi ghats in the city at
Sector 7 and Panjab University (PU)

still have large water tanks where
clothes are washed. However, some
have started using machines to do the
job, including tumble dryers. Staff uniforms from hotels, restaurants, salons
and corporate houses; bed and table
linen, towels, even shamianas (tents)
used for weddings are washed here.
“People have washing machines at
home so we don’t get a lot of business,”
says a man. At the PU ghat, there are
loads of jeans, T-shirts and vests hung
out to dry. For most students, far away
from their homes, having someone to
do laundry is a blessing.
The washermen seem to be wary of
talking and hesitate to tell you their
names. “Publish my picture but don’t
use my name,” says one.
Some of them have been in the city for
two to three generations. A young man
says he has learnt the ropes from his
grandfather, making him a part of the
third generation carrying on the work.
The cost of laundering one clothing
item is ₹10; for jeans it’s ₹15.
“A decade back we made ₹100 a day.
Today we earn ₹80. We’re just surviving,” says a man.

n

LINE OF DUTY: A woman collects dry clothes late in the evening at the Panjab University dhobi ghat.

n

GO VEST:
A row of
vests and
other
clothing
items
hung out
to dry in
the sun.

n

SCRUB AND SWINGE: A man gives a piece of cloth a vigorous scrub; (right) while another one puts soaked towels and bedsheets in the dryer.

n

JUST DIP IT: One squeeze and it’s done.
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Gurkeerat’s double ton helps Mohali post win
KATOCH SHIELD Gurkeerat scores 282 as Mohali beat Nawanshahr by an innings and 246 runs but it
wasn’t enough for them to reach the final; Patiala-Amritsar clash for title in 2-day match starting June 15
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH : Hosts Mohali

crushed Nawanshar by an
innings and 246 runs in their
Katoch Shield super league
match played at IS Bindra PCA
Stadium, Mohali, on Thursday.
Replying to Nawanshahr’s
195, Mohali started from overnight score of 214 for the loss of
two wickets in 26 overs and went
on to hammer 599 for the loss of
five wickets in 61.5 overs before
declaring the innings.
Gurkeerat Mann and Ramandeep made mincemeat of the
hapless Nawanshahr attack as
they cobbled up a 320-run partnership for the fourth wicket in
27 overs.
Gurkeerat was the first to go
caught by Aman Sharma of Sanchit Jain for a massive double
century. His 282 came off 155
balls which included 17 welltimed boundaries and 18 huge
sixes.
Ramandeep left soon after
being caught by Sanchit Jain of
Bharvinder for a breezy century. His knock of 119 came of 69
balls studded with eight glorious boundaries and five sixes.
For Nawanshahr, Jatinder (2
for 115), Bharvinder Singh (1 for
96), Jatinder Kumar (1 for 39),
Sanchit Jain (1 for 17) were the
successful bowlers.
Nawanshahr in their second
innings were bundled out for 158
in 55.5 overs.
Sagar Sohni 42 of 72 balls with
seven boundaries, Jatin Kumar
26 of 62 balls with two boundaries and one six along with
Abhishek who made 29 of 51
balls with four boundaries were
the most successful batsmen for
Nawanshahr.
For Mohali, Barinder Saran
(4 for 35) and Harpreet Brar (4
for 38) were the most successful
bowlers. Mohali got four points
while Nawanshahr got 0.
PATIALA HELD TO DRAW
BUT ENTER FINAL
PATIALA : Ropar put up a spirited
batting display against fancied
Patiala in their league match
played at Dhruv Pandove stadium Patiala. In the end, Ropar
managed to hold Patiala to a
draw to secure one point. Hosts
took three points for first
innings lead.
Replying to Patiala’s first

n

secured three points on the
basis of first innings lead
against hosts Ludhiana in their
Katoch Shield super league
match on Thursday.
Chasing Ludhiana’s first
innings total of 255, Chandigarh
were 259 for five in 57.5 overs.
The match started at 1pm
because of the overnight rain,
and Chandigarh managed to
secure three points for the first
innings lead while Ludhiana got
one.
However, both the teams
failed to secure berth in the
final.
Shivam Bhambri scored 66 of
103 ball with three boundaries
and one six, while Arjit Singh
made 47 of 68 balls with two
boundaries and one six.
Shivam-Arjit were involved
in a 83-run stand for the second
wicket.
The stand was broken when
Arjit Singh was caughtby Gur-

n

CHANDIGARH FACE MOHALI
IN U-19 DP AZAD TROPHY
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Mohali will
face Chandigarh in the
Punjab state inter-district
U-19 cricket tournament
for DP Azad Trophy at the
Sector 16 cricket stadium
on Friday.

jot at short leg of Krishan.
Gaurav Puri remained
unbeaten on 73 of 84 balls with
eight boundaries, while Raman
Bishnoi was unbeaten on 26 of 38
balls with two boundaries. The
two were involved in an unbroken sixth wicket stand of 54
runs.
For Ludhiana, Krishan
Kumar was the pick of the bowlers. He took three wickets for 91
runs. Sukhjinder Singh (1 for 59)
and Simranjit Singh (1 for 71)

In other matches, Amritsar will host Jalandhar at
Gandhi Grounds, while
Ludhiana will take on
Ropar at Ludhiana.
Patiala will lock horns
with Bathinda at Dhruv
Pandove Stadium in
Patiala.All the matches will
start at 9am.

were the other wicket-takers for
Ludhiana. Earlier, Ludhiana
made 255 all out in 98.4 overs.
Gurjot Singh was top scorer
and fell one-short of his century
on 99 of 180 balls inclusive of 14
boundaries and one six.
Geetansh made 25, while
Sukhjinder Singh scored 52.
The bowling honors for
Chandigarh were shared by
Arpit Pannu (4 for 60), Raman
Bishnoi (4 for 45) and Bhagminder (1 for 65).

The last league match of the Katoch Shield super league between hosts Mohali and Nawanshahr in progress at IS Bindra PCA Stadium,
Mohali on Thursday.
ANIL DAYAL/HT

inning total of 367, Ropar
notched up 283 for six in 95
overs when the stumps were
drawn.
Ropar opened with Ravikant
and Rohien Sangwan. Rohien
Sangwan was trapped in front
by Gurvinder Singh Bhullar for
two with teams total reading 3
for one wicket.
Nitin Kamboj then joined
Ravikant and the duo started
the recovery cobbling up a partnership of 57 runs for the second
wicket.
Nitin were snapped by wicketkeeper Anmol Malhotra of
Gurvinder Bhullar for 41 of 45
balls with eight boundaries.
Nitin Kamboj’s departure
brought in Inderpreet Singh and
he along with Ravikant took full
measure of Patiala attack and
raised a match saving partnership of 190 runs for the third
wicket.
Inderpreet Singh was
unlucky to miss his coveted century when he was caught by
Bhullar of Tejpreet Singh for 99

of 210 balls studded with 14
boundaries and one six.
Ravikant was then joined by
Maninder Singh and while adding 29 runs for the third wicket
he completed a sedate century.
His knock of 113 of 286 balls with
13 boundaries however, wasn’t
enough for Ropar. He was
caught by substitute Shivam
Ghai of Parabhjot Singh with
the team total reading 279 for 4
in 92.3 overs.
Prabhjot then struck twice to
remove Bhuvnesh Bhatia zero
and Parveen Bhatia two to
reduce Ropar to 283 for 6 in 95
overs.
Maninder Singh remained
unbeaten on 18. For Patiala,
Gurvinder Singh Bhullar (2 for
40), Prabhjot Singh (3 for 21) and
Tejpreet Singh (1 for 72) shared
the spoils.
ARUSH TON PROPELS
AMRITSAR TO FINAL
AMRITSAR : Chasing Jalandhar’s
463, Amritsar scored 390 for 9 in
the allotted 95 overs thus con-

ceding a first innings lead of 73
runs.
This enabled Jalandhar to log
three points for the first innings
lead while Amritsar had to be
satisfied with one point.
Amritsar started their reply
with Rohan Marwaha and
Abhishek Sharma putting on 70
runs for the first wicket in 13.4
overs.
Abhishek was castled by
Gaurav Chaudhary for 25 of 24
balls with two boundaries and
one six.
Rohan Marwaha then found a
partner in Sharad Lumba and
the two stitched a 70 runs partnership for the second wicket
before Sharad Lumba was
caught by Abhishek Gupta of
Gaurav Chaudhary for 30 of 55
balls with four boundaries with
the team’s score reading 140 for
2 in 31.5.
Rohan Marwaha became
Gaurav Chaudhary’s third victim as he was castled for 87 of 124
balls with 14 boundaries and one
six.

Arush Sabharwal and
Abhinav Sharma then got
together to put on 88 runs for the
fourth wicket before Abhinav
Sharma was caught and bowled
by Rahul Sharma for 49 of 89
balls with six boundaries and
two sixes.
Arush Sabharwal then in
company of Sumit Sharma put
on 99 runs for the sixth wicket
before Sumit Sharma was
trapped in front by Rahul
Sharma for 49 of 73 balls with six
boundaries and one six.
Sumit Sharma continued to
plough a lone furrow as wickets
kept tumbling at the other end.
He remained undefeated on 103
of 190 balls studded with 12
boundaries.
The bowling honours for
Jalandhar were shared by Gaurav Chaudhary (4 for 82), Rahul
Sharma (3 for 79), Keshav
Sharma (2 for 68).
Jalandhar in the second
innings were 20 for the loss of
three wickets in 3 overs when
the stumps were drawn.

Millie in sight of maiden
win on women golf tour
Press Trust of India

CHANDIGARH :SSCB boys and Har-

n

A Katoch Shield match between hosts Ludhiana and Chandigarh in progress at GRD Academy in
Ludhiana on Thursday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

Haryana girls, SSCB boys lift national titles
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

yana girls have dominated the
final day of the third edition of
the Youth Boxing National
Championship held in Rudrapur, Uttarakhand, on Thursday.
SSCB scripted a whitewash in
the boy’s category finishing
their campaign with an
impressive 10 medals, including
nine gold and one bronze, while
Haryana rampaged the lower
weight categories in the girls’
event to end on a high with five
gold, two silver and one bronze.
Services picked up a whopping 69 points to be declared best
team of the tournament while
Haryana girls topped with 46
points.
It was a dominating show by
the Services boxers, led by their
frontline youth boxers of 2018
Youth World bronze medalist
Bhavesh Khattimnani (52kg),
Harsh Chaudhury (75kg) Lakshya Chahar(81kg), as they

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU : Yet to win a title on
the Hero Women’s Pro Golf
Tour, Millie Saroha put herself
in the pole position with a threeunder 69 that gave her a
one-shot advantage, going
into the final round, here
on Thursday.
At the end of the second day of
the eighth leg of the Tour, the
23-year-old Delhi golfer, who
has never played in the lead
group on the final day, was now
two-under 142, one shot ahead of
Tvesa Malik.
Saroha carded two birdies in
the last three holes to rush past
Malik at the Prestige Golfshire
golf course.
Saroha, who had a fine amateur career, before she went off
to Texas for college golf, where
she played in Division 1, has
never won on the Hero WPG
Tour despite holding the lead on
several occasions after the first
round.
In fact she has never had the
lead after 36 holes, so this will be
her first time in the lead and she
could break through for her
maiden win.
After a bogey free front nine
of one-under 35 she bogeyed 10th
for her only mistake of the day.
She made up on the very next
hole and then birdied 16th and
18th.
Malik was actually in the lead
after the players had finished 15
holes and when they arrived on
the 16th tee.
As Saroha birdied, Malik
parred and then dropped backto-back bogeys on last two holes.
Saroha in contrast had a par on
17th and birdied 18th.
The three holes saw a fourshot swing, as Tvesa three
ahead after 15 became one
behind after 18.
Ridhima Dilawari (75) was
lying third despite a rough
patch between third and sixth,
when dropped three shots in a
span of four holes.
Astha Madan made up for a
three-over 39 on front nine with
a hat-trick of birdies on back
nine for a round of 72 and is
lying fourth at six-over 150.
One shot behind her was Gaurika Bishnoi (72), winner last
week, after a round of 74 at seven-over 151.

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Visitors Chandigarh

YO U T H N AT I O N A L B O X I N G

n

Chandigarh held to draw by
Ludhiana in rain-marred match

PARVEEN CLINCHES
LONE BRONZE FOR
CHANDIGARH IN THE
56KG WEIGHT
CATEGORY; SERVICES
SECURED 69 POINTS IN
THE TOURNAMENT
amassed unanimous verdicts
while Vijaydeep (69kg) ensured
the top spot with a split decision.
The only category where no
SSCB boxer featured was the
91kg, where Harsh Gill of Haryana won the gold after getting
the better of Harsh Rana from
Delhi, who had to settle for the
Silver.
In the girl’s category, Minakshi (51kg) gave Haryana a
strong start to the day after winning the battle of nerves in an
intense encounter against Sandeep Kaur of Punjab as the referees tipped the verdict 3:2 in
favour of the Haryana pugilist.

Poonam extended Haryana’s
lead without breaking much
sweat to secure a unanimous 5:0
win over top contender, Rajasthan’s Arshi Khanan in the 54kg
summit clash.
However, Rajasthan on the
other end put up a great show
finishing with 6 medals including 3 golds, two silver and one
bronze.
Nikita Bansal (60kg) staged
an upset to eke out Haryana’s
Yashi Sharm in a well fought 4:1
win and Lipakshi (+81kg) continued her sublime run in the
nationals to secure the yellow
metal in dominating 5:0 win
over Punjab’s Komalpreet
Kaur.
Arundhiti Chaudhary got a
walkover in her final bout
against local girl Neha Kasnyal
to assure the third gold for
Rajasthan.
Punjab and Manipur secured
lone gold in the finals — Komal
81kg for Punjab and Sanamacha
Chanu in 75kg for Manipur.
Haryana boys won nine med-

RESULTS
Boys: 46-49kg: 1. Selay Soy, 2.
Manish Rathore, 3. Krishna
Kailash Rai and Karan Gupta;
52kg: 1. Bhavesh Kattimani, 2.
Ankit, 3. Sanjay Kumar and Sanket
Goud; 56kg: L Bilotson Singh, 2.
Bullen Buragohain, 3. Pradeep
and Parveen Singh; 60kg: 1. Ajay
Kumar, 2. Ankit Narwal, 3. Satish
Kumar and Akash Gorkha; 64kg: 1.
Rajat, 2. Akshay Kumar, 3. Pritesh
Bishnoi and Kajenganba Meiteil;
69kg: 1. Vijay Deep, 2. Sumit, 3.
Gyan Prakash and Prasad Pardesi;
75kg: 1. Harsh Choudhary, 2.
Hemant Yadav, 3. Vinit and Sumit
Pooniya; 81kg: 1. Lakshay Chahar,
2. Mohit, 3. Shivam Pawar and
Ritik Chouhan; 91kg: 1. Harsh Gill,
2. Harsh Rana, 3. Satender Singh
and Royzen Francis; +91kg: 1.
Aman, 2. Jugnoo, 3. Abhinav
Chauhan and Sarthak Acharya.

als, including one gold, and
securing the second position
while Delhi made it to the third
spot with two silvers.

ANMOLPREET
MAKES 85 IN
RAIN-HIT GAME
CHANDIGARH : Anmolpreet scored

unbeaten 85 as India A posted 208
for the loss of four wickets in rainhit one-dayer against Sri Lanka
in Hubli on Thursday. The match
was abandoned with Sri Lanka at
10 for 1. Opener Ruturaj Gaikwad
fell just 16 short of his third successive hundred, while Shubman
Gill was snared early for 19 runs
by Sri Lanka’s left-arm spinner
Lakshan Sandakan.
Gaikwad and Anmolpreet
added 125 runs for the second
wicket.
Gaikwad innings was studded
with three fours and four sixes,
while Anmolpreet’s unbeaten 46
-ball knock was studded with ten
fours and two sixes. For Sri
Lanka, Lahiru Kumara took two
wickets for 34 runs.
Chasing, Sri Lanka lost Niroshan Dickwella Washington Sundar in the first over of the chase
before rain forced the match to be
abandoned.
HTC

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Jr national rugby
meet from today
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Indian Rugby

n

Millie Saroha, with a three-under 69 has a one-shot advantage,
going into the final round.
HT PHOTO

Amateur Sneha Sharan (74)
and Khushi Khanijau (77) were
tied for sixth, while Neha Tripathi (74) and amateur Asmitha
Sathish (75) were tied-eighth.
Yet another amateur, Shreya
Pal (73) and Gursimar Badwal
(75) were tied 10th.
Gursimar recorded three
birdies but a bogey on the 17th
followed by a double bogey on
the last hole spoiled her chances.
Gursimar’s two day total now
stands at 155. Her birdies came
in fifth, ninth and 11th holes.

SHREYA PAL (73) AND
GURSIMAR BADWAL (75)
WERE TIED 10TH GOING
INTO THE LAST DAY
Amateurs, Asmitha and
Shreya, each had an eagle.
Asmitha holed her third shot on
Par-5 13th, while Shreya holed
her second shot on the Par-4
11th.
Soman Chugh, Pranavi urs
and Ananya Datar were tied at
12th spot.

Football Union (IRFU) will conduct the Societe Generale Junior
National Rugby Sevens Championship at Panjab University,
Chandigarh from June 14 to 16.
A total of 24 teams will be participating in this championship.
The participating teams include
Maharashtra, Bihar, Odisha,
West Bengal, Delhi, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Goa, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Kerala, Assam,
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Jammu &
Kashmir, Manipur, and hosts
Chandigarh.
There are 24 teams in the boys’
category and 18 teams in the
girls’ category.
The tournament will serve as
the platform for selection for the
Indian National U-18 and U-20
teams which are set to partici-

YOGA DAY PREPARATIONS

pate in the Asian Rugby championships later this year.
RITISH GUIDES EICHER
SCHOOL TO WIN
PANCHKULA : Ritish Thakur took
three wickets for five runs to
help Eicher School Cricket
Academy, Parwanoo, beat Narinder Walia cricket academy
(NWCA), Panchkula, by seven
wickets in the Summer Cup
Cricket tournament for under-15
boys’ at St Soldier’s School
grounds on Thursday.
Batting first, NWCA were all
out for 126 in 24 overs. Tanmay
Latka made 26, while Aasees
Bawa scored 24. Ritish Thakur
took three wickets for five runs,
while Suraj snared two wickets
for 20.
Chasing, Eicher School
scored 129 for the loss of three
wickets in 23 overs.
Divyansh top scored with 58,
while Ritish Thakur scored 18.
Ritish was adjudged player of
the match.

n

A three-day yoga camp by Panchkula District Administration started on Thursday. The camp is in
preparations for the International Yoga Day to be held on June 21. It is being organised by the
Panchkula chapter of Patanjali Yog Simiti.
HT PHOTO
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shortstories
TWO FRIENDS
JUMP INTO
SIRHIND CANAL
LUDHIANA: Two friends allegedly
jumped into Sirhind Canal near
Machhiwara on Thursday. Their
bodies haven’t been found so far.
The missing friends, Kuldeep
Singh, 45, and Gurdeep Singh, 35,
of Katara Dhaha village in Samrala
were factory workers. Investigating officer ASI Darshan Lal said it
was not clear if the duo had
HTC
committed suicide.

Work as public servants,
not masters: Mohindra
LUDHIANA: Participating in a
meet of the district grievances
redressal committee on Thursday,
the recently appointed Punjab
local bodies minister Brahm
Mohindra pulled up
administration officials and
directed them to work as public
servants and not as public
masters. The meeting was held at
Bachat Bhawan mini secretariat
on Thursday evening. DC Pradeep
Agrawal was also present. ››P3

debate of
the week
KNITWEAR
FACTORY BLAZE

HOW CAN WE
PREVENT FIRE
MISHAPS IN
CITY?
It’s been over one-and-a-half
years since the horrific plastic
factory fire took place in
Ludhiana, in which as many as
16 people, including nine
firefighters, were killed.
Following the incident,
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh
visited the spot and announced a fire audit will be
conducted in Ludhiana to
keep a tabs on fire safety in
industrial units. But nothing
has been done at ground
level. On Thursday evening, a
fire ravaged a knitwear
factory in the city, once again
bringing to the fore the poor
fire safety measures in place.
How many more such
mishaps have to take place
before the authorities wake
up? What should be done to
ensure that such incidents are
prevented.
Send your views to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com
by June 15 in not more than
100 words.

W E A T H E R

H A V O C

Wednesday dust storm leaves four dead
Uprooted trees: MC’s horticulture
wing was on its toes till 2.30am

16 INJURED While
3 deaths occurred
due to wall and roof
collapses, 1 died after
falling from a tree

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Wednesday storm
LUDHIANA: The dust storm that

hit the city on Wednesday evening left four people dead and 16
injured. While three of the victims died during treatment late
night, body of the fourth one
was recovered from debris on
Thursday morning.
Body of a 25-year-old man,
identified as Ramesh Kumar,
was recovered from debris of a
collapsed wall in Tibba on
Thursday. A 59-year-old man,
Ramprasad Mandal, lost his life
after a shed fell on him at Saibhaana of Koom Kalan area,
while Kapil Dev, 50, was killed
when the rooftop he was standing on crumbled in Kakowal village. A gardener, Jawahar Lal,
was reportedly killed after falling from a mango tree at the
SCD Government College.
NARROW ESCAPE FOR 19
Ramprasad Mandal, who hailed
from Bihar, used to work as a
mason. His son Sujit Kumar
Mandal said Ramprasad had
taken shelter under a shed with
19 others. “Though others had a
narrow escape as they rushed
out, my father was not that fortunate,” he added.
Ramprasad used to live here
with his two sons, Sujit and
Ravinder, and elder brother
Shudhi Mandal. “After the
autopsy, we will cremate him
here only. We have informed the
family in Bihar,” said Shudhi.
TIBBA DEATH: BROTHER
ALLEGES IT’S A MURDER
After the body of Ramesh
Kumar, a hair dresser, was
recovered from debris, his wife
claimed that a wall fell on him
following the dust storm, but his
brother alleged it was a case of
murder.
Tibba SHO Parmjeet Singh
said they were waiting for the
postmortem report to ascertain

n

Wife of Ramesh Kumar (in photo), whose body was found under
GURPREET SINGH/HT
debris, with her son in Ludhiana on Thursday.

4-YEAR-OLD SURVIVES AFTER
METAL ROD PIERCES HER HEAD
Mohit Khanna
n

mohit.khanna@htdigital.in

LUDHIANA: Playing in rain
during the time of Wednesday’s squall proved dangerous for a four-year-old girl
as a metal rod pierced
through the lower part of
her brain after a roof collapsed.
Yashavi, a resident of
Aadarsh Nagar near Samrala Chowk, was operated
upon at the CMCH and is
stated to be out of danger.
Her uncle, Rajesh
Kumar, said the incident
took place around 6.30pm.
“When the storm hit the
area, children she was playing with gathered near a
wall of a house. But unexpectedly, the extended portion of the roof fell on
them,” he added. He said
six children escaped with
minor wounds, but Yashavi

the cause of death. Victim’s wife
Harpreet, 24, said Ramesh was
last seen standing near the wall
of a temple adjacent to their residence in Tibba when the storm
hit the area. “We tried to look
out for him, but in vain. In
morning, a person spotted the
body under debris,” she said.
Meanwhile, Ramesh’s elder
brother Rakesh claimed that the
body bore an injury mark near

n

that wreaked havoc in the city
kept the horticulture wing of the
Ludhiana municipal corporation
(MC) on toes with the staff engaging in clearance of uprooted trees
from roads till 2.30am.
The operations to remove the
trees from roadsides were
resumed on Thursday morning.
MC officials said even the fullgrown trees were uprooted due to
the strong winds, but no casualty
was reported due to such trees.
Areas including Sundar Nagar,
Haibowal, Chandigarh Road,
MC’s multi-storey parking lot,
Feroze Gandhi market, Model
Town and Pakhowal Road witnessed such instances. Executive
engineer Sunil Sharma said more
than 100 staff members, including

MORE THAN 100
STAFFERS WERE ON
DUTY ON WEDNESDAY
NIGHT BESIDES
TWO EXCAVATORS
beldar, supervisor, four JEs and
a SDO were on duty on Wednesday night and cleared roads
blocked by felling of trees. Two
excavators were also pressed into
services to bring the city back on
track.
The department also coordinated with the PSPCL and traffic
police at many places, high-tension wires were also damaged
and traffic jams were witnessed
due to felling of trees.
Several vehicles were also
damaged at places, including Feroze Gandhi market, Dugri, Sarabha Nagar, Sundar Nagar and

multi-storey parking.
RESIDENTS APPLAUD
MC’S SWIFT ACTION
A resident of Mall Road area,
Amit Gupta, said a full-grown
tree had fallen outside his house
and blocked the road. “The tree
was put aside by the traffic police
cops, but an MC team led by JE
Kirpal Singh removed the tree
from the roadside at midnight. It
was due to efforts of the MC that
roads were cleared by Thursday
morning and traffic movement
was restored,” he added.
COMPLAINS ABOUT
OUTDATED MACHINERY
One of the junior engineers at the
horticulture wing, while requesting anonymity, said tall claims
have been made regarding the
development, but the horticulture wing of the MC was still

working with the updated
machinery. “Had the department
possessed electronic cutters, the
work would have finished much
earlier. We were working till
2.30am on Thursday,” he added.
SIGNBOARDS COLLAPSE
Residents have raised question
over quality of sign boards
installed by the MC as many of
them could not withstand the
high-velocity winds. Several sign
boards fell on road while many
have been rendered partly damaged. One of the directors of the
Ludhiana Smart City Limited
(SPV), Sanjay Goel, said the MC
and GLADA should get structure
safety certificates before erecting
such direction boards in the city.
On Thursday, one such board
fell near Vishwakarma Chowk
and another got damaged on Pakhowal Road.

Yashavi

was seriously injured and
immediately taken to hospital. Professor and neurosurgery head Prof Sarvpreet Singh Grewal, who
supervised the surgery to
remove the rod from her
head, appreciated the family’s decision to quickly
rush the child to hospital.
“The child is fully conscious with her vision
intact and she is moving her
limbs as well. She is in neurosurgery ward and likely
to be fully recovered soon,”
said Dr Grewal.

abdomen, suggesting that he
was attacked with a sharpedged weapon.
“Someone killed my brother
and hid his body under the
debris to give an impression of
accidental death,” he alleged.
He said Ramesh and Harpreet
used to have heated arguments.
They had got married four years
ago and have a 18-month-old
child.

Sleepless night for many as poles,
transformers come crashing down
Harvinder Kaur
n

W R E A K S

harvinder.kaur@htlive.com

n

An uprooted banyan tree that fell on the building of a temple at Railway Colony number 10 in Ludhiana on Thursday.
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200 TRAFFIC
COPS WERE ON
DUTY TO CLEAR
ROADS
Amarpal Singh

LUDHIANA: It was a harrowing

Wednesday night for city residents as the power supply to
most parts of the city remained
disrupted for over 14 hours following rains accompanied by
dust storm of up to 100km/hr
speed that lasted for half an
hour.
The storm not only plunged
the city into darkness, but also
claimed lives of four people and
left 16 injured.
The power went off at around
6.30pm on Wednesday and, in
many areas, was restored in
morning hours, forcing the residents to spend a sleepless night.
As per the Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL), in
all four circles (East, West, Suburban and Khanna), as many as
327 electricity poles were damaged.
As per power corporation officials, electricity supply was
snapped in around 80% of the district. By 11pm, the PSPCL’s central zone had already received
11,886 complaints from the consumers.
Till 1pm on Thursday, the
power company had received
5,163 more complaints.
Along with many 66KV feeders in the central zone that had
stopped working, 132KV feeder
in Sabaddi-Jamalpur line also
went off for a few hours, resulting in no power supply to at least
50 villages in the adjoining areas.
While the power department
here claimed that supply was
restored in most of the areas by
12am, many areas got electricity
back early in morning.
WAIT FOR SUPPLY
RESTORATION
But, Deep Ahuja from Sector 32
complained that power supply in

n

n

A damaged transformer in Model Town area of Ludhiana on Thursday.

his locality was not restored
even after 26 hours.
“Since yesterday, I have made
seven to eight complaints on the
helpline number. Even though
the problem has not been
resolved by the department, I
received the message that the
complaint has been addressed,”
Deep Ahuja complained.
Rakesh Sharma, a resident of
Gurdev Nagar, said the power
supply in his area was cut off
after a tree fell on the transformer. “The officials had not
removed the tree from the transformer till afternoon. Due to no
power, water supply has also
been hit. I have not even charged
my phone. Since Wednesday
night, almost everyone here has
called up the PSPCL, but in
vain,” he added.
“We have been up all night
due to no power. We do not even
have drinking water,” rued
Balvinder Singh of Bank Colony.

PSPCL INFRASTRUCTURE
BEARS THE BRUNT
As per the information received
from the PSPCL’s central zone,
the high-velocity winds caused
damages to the power department infrastructure in all four
circles of the division.
In the East circle, 72 poles
were damaged along with 16 distribution transformers that fell
from the bed.
Likewise in West circle, 30
poles suffered damages, while
five transformers witnessed
destruction. In the Suburban circle, 225 electric poles and 25 distribution transformers collapsed due to the storm.
A report of 24 poles falling
onto parked vehicles also poured
in from the Khanna circle.
Commenting on the power
supply being restored by the
PSPCL in various areas of the
city on Thursday, chief engineer
(central zone) DPS Grewal said

GURPREET SINGH/HT

all the 66KV stations in the central zone were made functional
and 99% of the 11KV feeders have
also been restored.
‘INDIVIDUAL PLAINTS
BEING ATTENDED
PROMPTLY’
“Individual complaints are
being attended promptly. Supply
will return to normalcy by evening, except in those areas where
new transformers and poles
have to be installed, which will
be done in two days,” he added.
“Our officials are working
hard to maintain the continuity
of supply, even though severe
damage has occurred to our
infrastructure,” Grewal further
said.
Notably, the meteorological
department has predicted that
weather is expected to remain
cloudy for the next 24 hours and
similar conditions can prolong
till June 15 at isolated areas.

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: The only difficulty we
faced was non-cooperation from
residents, expressed traffic
policemen, who worked till midnight to clear the roads of heavy
logs of trees and manage traffic
movement following the thunderstorm on Wednesday evening.
At least 200 traffic cops,
including woman constables,
were deputed across the city for
the clearance operations. The
most-affected areas were Malhar Road, Mall Road, Club Road,
Basti Jodhewal periphery and
Chandigarh Road.
ASI Resham Lal, who was
deployed at the Fountain
Chowk, was manning six roads
that converge on the intersection along with his team of two
women constables, one head
constable and one Home Guard.
Though the work of traffic
police was appreciated by many,
the cops on-duty rued about the
irresponsible manner in which
commuters behaved.
“A woman driver started
arguing and it took us more than
five minutes to convince her to
take another route. She ended
up becoming the reason for a
traffic jam,” ASI Resham Lal
recalled.
Woman constables Manpreet
Kaur and Seema Kumari said
people did not cooperate with
the traffic police and that caused
troubles not only for us, but for
other commuters too.
A traffic policeman, Manjit
Singh, said, “Whether there is
rain, intensive heat or dust
storm, it is our duty to maintain
the flow of traffic and we abide
by that. But, the cooperation of
public is equally important.”
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19 seats for boys remain vacant
after second phase of counselling
MERITORIOUS SCHOOL ADMISSION First phase of counselling was held between May 27 and 30
Deepa Sharma Sood
n

deepa.sharma@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 19 seats,

reserved for boys at Senior
Secondary Residential School
for Meritorious Students,
near the Rose Garden, remained
vacant after the second
phase of counselling held on
Thursday.
Out of total 40 seats in medical
stream, 15 remained vacant, of
total 120 seats in non-medical
stream, two remained vacant,
and of total 40 seats in commerce
stream, two seats remained
vacant.
A total of 11 boys were
informed to report for the counselling on Thursday, but all
remained absent.
The team of management
information system (MIS) contacted the absentees, and majority of them informed that they
had already taken admissions at
other schools.
Also, out of a total 64 girl students, who were called for the
counselling on Thursday, 50 students remained absent.
Of the 14 students who were

present, five vacant seats for
girls, two in commerce stream
and three in non-medicals
stream, were filled.
MIS coordinator Vishal said,
“We have contacted the students
who failed to report at the venue.
Two girl students managed to
reach the venue after receiving
the call. Both the students got
admission in other meritorious
schools in the state.”
A student, Mamta Rani, from
Macchiwara said, “I scored 88%
in Class 10 and want to make a
mark in the provisional merit
list in the Class 12 boards. I
decided to take admission in a
meritorious school, as the meritorious schools offer better facilities than other schools.”
Amrit Kaur, who hails from
Shamshpur near Samrala, said,
“I have opted for medical stream
and thankfully I was able to grab
a seat in SAS Nagar meritorious
school. The school provides free
accommodation, food and
coaching facilities. I have
decided to avail the hostel facility as there is no study environment at home.”
The first phase of counselling

n

was held between May 27 and 30,
wherein 485 students had got
admissions in the Ludhiana meritorious school.

The school has total 500 seats.
There are total 300 seats (180 for
girls and 120 for boys) in nonmedical stream, 100 seats (60 for

Chandigarh-Ludhiana tie drawn
HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Visitors Chandigarh

secured three points on the basis
of first innings lead against hosts
Ludhiana in their Katoch Shield
super league match on Thursday.
Chasing Ludhiana’s first
innings total of 255, Chandigarh
were 259 for five in 57.5 overs. The
match started at 1pm because of
the overnight rain, and Chandigarh managed to secure three
points for the first innings lead
while Ludhiana got one. However, both the teams failed to
secure berth in the final.
Shivam Bhambri scored 66 of
103 ball with three boundaries
and one six, while Arjit Singh
made 47 of 68 balls with two
boundaries and one six. The duo
were involved in a 83-run stand
for the second wicket. The stand
was broken when Arjit Singh was
caught by Gurjot at short leg of
Krishan.
Gaurav Puri remained
unbeaten on 73 of 84 balls with
eight boundaries, while Raman
Bishnoi was unbeaten on 26 of 38
balls with two boundaries. The
two were involved in an unbroken sixth wicket stand of 54 runs.
For Ludhiana, Krishan Kumar
was the pick of the bowlers. He
took three wickets for 91 runs.

A player in action during a match between Ludhiana and Chandigarh at the GRD Academy in Ludhiana
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
on Thursday.
on 99 of 180 balls inclusive of 14
boundaries and one six.
Geetansh made 25, while Sukhjinder Singh scored 52. The bowling honors for Chandigarh were
shared by Arpit Pannu (4 for 60),
Raman Bishnoi (4 for 45) and
Bhagminder (1 for 65).

F I R E S A F E T Y S E S S I O N AT D M C H

Strategies to deal with fire in
operation theatre highlighted
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Doctors and para-

medical staff of the Dayanand
Medical College and Hospital(DMCH) were apprised of fire
prevention techniques and the
evacuation process to be followed in case of a fire during a
fire safety session held in the
hospital here on Thursday.
The session was held in the
surgical seminar room as a part
of the ‘Fire Safety Week’ being
observed from June 10 to 15.
Doctors and para-medical
staff were educated about ways
of preventing major fire accidents in the operation theatre
complex, especially when
patients are inside.
DMCH disaster task force
chairperson and professor and
head of plastic surgery depart-

PARA-MEDICAL STAFF
AND DOCTORS WERE
EDUCATED ABOUT WAYS
OF PREVENTING MAJOR
FIRE ACCIDENTS IN THE
OPERATION THEATRE
COMPLEX
ment Sanjeev Uppal demonstrated the usage of fire extinguishing devices. He said that
due to increasing temperature,
fire accidents were becoming
more common.
Hence, every hospital needed
to be well-equipped with firefighting strategies and equipment.
A demonstration on evacuating patients from the operation
theatre was also conducted.
Dr Uppal said evacuating

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Two city-based students Arshneet Kaur Selhi and
Mayank Anand bagged the 247th
and 307th rank, respectively, in
the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) entrance test,
result of which was declared on
Wednesday.
Arshneet and Mayank shared
their dreams, aspirations and
success mantras.
17-year-old Arshneet, a
resident of Model Town, said,
“Self study was my success mantra. I devoted six hours for revision. I stopped using mobile
phone two years ago to remain
focused. ”
“Coaching also made a difference as the regular tests and revision helped me to score good,” she
said.
Arshneet’s father Dr Harpal
Singh is a professor of orthopaedics at Dayanand Medical College
and Hospital (DMCH), while her
mother Dr Parneet Kaur is a
pathologist.

n

Arshneet Kaur

n

“I want to follow the footsteps
of my parents and aspire to
become a doctor,” she said.
An alumna of Sacred Heart
Convent, Sarabha Nagar, she had
scored 97.7% in Class 12.
She credited her success to her
parents and coaching institute
teachers. “My parents and teachers supported and encouraged
me to appear in the exam.”
Arshneet also secured All-India Rank (AIR) 431 in the The
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) 2019 examination.
Meanwhile, Mayank Anand,
18, a resident of south city, said,

Mayank Anand

he aspires to become a cardiologist and is looking forward to
study at the AllMS, Delhi.
He said, “I focused on studying
NCERT textbooks and took
coaching from a Dugri-based private institute.”
His father, Arun Anand, is a
professor at Guru Angad Dev
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University (GADVASU), while
mother Monika Anand is a
municipal town planner.
He scored 93.4% in Class 12 and
is a student of DAV Public School,
Pakhowal Road. He secured AIR
423 in the NEET 2019 examination.

PU approves
PU budget panel
scholarships
rejects proposal for
worth ₹60 lakh
PAU V-C REVIEWS revamp of V-C’s office
EXTENSION AND
RESEARCH
ACTIVITIES
n

Sukhjinder Singh (1 for 59) and
Simranjit Singh (1 for 71) were the
other wicket-takers for Ludhiana.
Earlier, Ludhiana made 255 all
out in 98.4 overs.
Gurjot Singh was top scorer
and fell one-short of his century

n

girls and 40 for boys) in commerce stream and 100 seats (60
for girls and 40 for boys) in medical stream.

HT Correspondent

n

HT Correspondent

Students during the second phase of counselling at Government Senior Secondary Residential School
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
for Meritorious Students in Ludhiana on Thursday.

K AT O C H S H I E L D T O U R N E Y

n

AIIMS 2019 result: Arshneet,
Mayank Anand bring laurels

patients from the operation theatre was a skilled procedure and
needed prompt action on the part
of doctors and para-medical
staff.
In case of such situations, it
was preferable to first move the
pre-operative patients out of the
affected area and then the
patients inside the theatre, he
said.
All electrical equipment
should be switched off, especially if water was being used to
douse the fire.
Associate professor of anaesthesia Neeru Luthra said it was
essential that operation theatres
had adequate oxygen cylinders
or Ambu bags.
A disaster task force member,
Ashish Ahuja, said that a small
fire could become life-threatening in about 30 seconds, if not
controlled properly.

CHASING LUDHIANA’S
FIRST INNINGS TOTAL
OF 255, CHANDIGARH
WERE 259 FOR FIVE
IN 57.5 OVERS

Punjabi theatre
academy to launch
multimedia
production
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Punjabi Theatre

Academy, UK and Mohali, along
with Citi Entertainment, will
come up with a multimedia production ‘Nanak Ayea Nanak Ayea-Kul Duniya Noo Tarn Ayea’ to
commemorate the 550th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev.
The aim of the production is
not to promote a religion or a
political ideology but to spread
the message of Guru Nanak, said
the play’s writer and director,
Tajinder
Sindhra,
during the inauguration of the
production at Chandigarh Press
Club, Sector 27, here on
Wednesday.
A two-month tour of the production will begin in October 2019
from Sultanpur Lodhi. The production will be staged in Chandigarh, Anandpur Sahib and
Amritsar among other cities,
while efforts are being made to
get permission for Pakistan as
well, said Sindhra.
A documentary, music presentation and a play, including 20
theatre artistes from UK and
Chandigarh, are part of the multimedia production.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The monthly meeting
of the review committee for
extension and research work of
the Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) was organised at the
Citrus Estate, Bhunga, Hoshiarpur on Thursday.
The meeting chaired by the
vice-chancellor (V-C) BS Dhillon
saw the participation of a large
number of research and extension workers from PAU and various krishi vigyan kendras across
the state.
The experts discussed performance of wheat in paddy
straw managed fields, soil sampling, campaigns for saving
water, pesticide-free basmati
cultivation and development of
PAU- crop residue managers
association.
The meeting was followed by a
visit to the Lambran- Kangri
Multipurpose Cooperative Society that has been the winner of
NABARD’s national award of
excellence in 2007. The society
owns GPS-enabled tractors and
a fully functional biogas unit,
apart from a host of implements
lent on nominal charges to villagers. Dhillon applauded the
work done by the society and
called for increased focus
towards the establishment of
such organisations in the state.
Earlier, the team also visited
FAPRO- Farm Produce Promotion Society at Hoshiarpur.

EXPERTS DISCUSSED
SOIL SAMPLING,
CAMPAIGNS FOR SAVING
WATER, PESTICIDE-FREE
BASMATI CULTIVATION

CHANDIGARH:The renovation of the
Panjab University vice-chancellor’s office was yet again taken up
in the fifth meeting of the budget
estimate committee for 2020-21
held on Monday. The members,
however, rejected the proposal on
the grounds that the university
was already going through the
financial crunch.
The estimated cost as per the
proposal for the renovation
crosses over ₹4 crore.
In an earlier meeting on June
6, some of the members had asked
the committee to set the priorities
straight while mentioning the
fund crunch. The same day V-C’s
office had issued a letter asking
all the administrative offices,
departments to cut down
expenses, by as much as 30% to

40% in some cases.
However, on June 10, one of the
committee members raised an
objection and said the move was
not justified when the university
was going through financial
crunch and raising funds by
increasing the students’ fee.
Requesting anonymity, the
member said the students may
have a reason to protest if the said
proposal was approved. He said
he was not sure how the V-C’s
proposal will be justified before
the board of finance or the syndicate/senate.Some of the other
committee members also supported the argument. The member further said that the administration had earlier rejected the
proposal as the present V-C office
HTC
is a heritage building.

CT University introduces
‘Happiness’ as subject
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: CT University, under
its Centre for Happiness and Well
Being, has introduced “Happiness” as a subject for students.
The centre aims at supporting,
integrating, executing and aligning happiness in students’ lives.
The curriculum includes psychology, definition of happiness,
how and why to be happy, positivity, gratitude, maintenance of
health, loving ourselves and various other aspects in a 15-week
programme.
Centre head Amrit Kalsi said,
“A team of eight experts prepared
the curriculum oriented to happiness. The schedule includes various individual and group activities based on bringing out positivity in a student. We are focusing
not only on mental but also physical fitness.”
Students are usually under
stress due to the hardships they

n

Students in a jubilant mood at CT University in Ludhiana on
Thursday.

face. They are not just burdened
by studies, but also by pressure
from peer groups, family and
everyday encounters.
Vice-chancellor Harsh Sadawarti said, “The basic idea of
introducing happiness and
morality at this stage for students
is that they can be brought on a
path that leads to a purposeful life

Blood-donation camp held

n

Donors during a blood-donation camp in Ludhiana on Thursday.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A blood-donation
camp was organised by a fivestar hotel here on Thursday to
mark the World Blood Donor
Day, which is observed on June
14 every year.
Hotel CEO Sukhminder Singh
Kairon said, “India faces a shortage of around three million blood
units each year.
This shortage can be

CHANDIGARH : The standing committee of the Panjab University
college development council
(CDC) on Monday approved
scholarships worth ₹60 lakh for
the students of affiliated colleges
for the academic session 2018-19.
Acting on the applications
received from students under the
National Means-cum-Merit
Scholarship Scheme, the committee approved more than 70% of
them. Earlier, the amount of the
scholarships was ₹50 lakh, which
has been increased to ₹60 lakh
this year.
CDC dean Sanjay Kaushik said
it was for the first time scholarships for students under the
youth welfare (cultural) and
transgender categories were considered. However, no applications were received in the transgender category, he added. HTC

EACH BLOOD DONOR
WAS GIVEN A
CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION AND
A DONOR BADGE
easily eliminated if
an
additional 2% of the country’s
youth donate blood, once in a
year.”
Hotel general manager Manas

HT PHOTO

ahead.”
“This is a stage where the students can be influenced by negative decisions and ruin their
lives. Just 55 minutes a day, can
bring out the required focus in
them. Happiness is a state of
mind. It means we are physically,
mentally and emotionally
relaxed.”

Promotion case:
GMCH-32 doctor
moves CAT for stay

HT PHOTO

Banerjee said, “June is our
global month of community service.
We encourage our associates
to participate in corporate social
responsibility (CSR) activities.
We are thankful to city non-governmental organisations for
collaborating with us for this
noble cause.”
Each blood donor was given a
certificate of appreciation and a
donor badge for his contribution.

CHANDIGARH : Acting head of the
ophthalmology department Dr
Sudesh Kumar Arya of the Government Medical College and
Hospital, Sector 32, here has
moved the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) for stay on
the promotion of a junior doctor
as head of the department.
The CAT has not issued any
notice yet, but the case will come
up for hearing in July.
Earlier, Arya had written to
the UT Administrator regarding
the Union Public Service Commission recommending the name
of another professor, Dr Suresh
Kumar, junior to him, for the post
of head of the department.
Demanding “necessary action”,
he mentioned in the letter that it
appeared to be a case of caste discrimination. “In spite of being
senior in service with outstanding ACRs and already working at
a higher post as professor and acting head for the past two years
with outstanding ACR, I have
been ignored because I belong to
the scheduled castes category,”
he had written. Dr Arya said that
he was redesignated as professor
via the Career Advancement
Scheme on March 1, 2005. Thereafter, from June 20, 2017, he was
made professor and acting head
of the department.
HTC
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HT Correspondent
n

‘DROP THE PLAN’ Say the place is already congested and if bus stand has to be shifted there then
Transport Nagar should be shifted to Chandigarh Road; they also claim ownership of the site land
HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Representatives of var-

ious transporters’ associations,
including the Ludhiana Goods
Transport Association, the Ludhiana Welfare Transport Association and the Ludhiana Motor
Parts Traders Association met
chairman of the Ludhiana
Improvement Trust (LIT) PS Gill
here on Thursday and demanded
the cancellation of the proposal to
shift the Inter-State Bus Terminal (ISBT) to Transport Nagar.
They said Transport Nagar
was already congested and if the
administration wanted to shift
the bus stand to Transport Nagar,
then the Nagar should be shifted
to the Chandigarh road.
The LIT had issued a notice on
May 30 for removal of encroachments within 100 metres of the GT
Road -- from the Samrala Chowk
to the Sherpur Chowk (38.5 acres)
-- as it was a no-construction
zone.
However, a few years ago, the
state had made changes in the
road law following which the
no-construction zone was limited
to 5 metres of a scheduled road as
the district administration had
decided to shift the ISBT to Transport Nagar.

n

Transporters handing over a memorandum to executive officer of the LIT, Harpreet Singh, in Ludhiana on Thursday.

The LIT officials claimed that
earlier the 38.5-acre land within
100 meters of the road was no-construction zone, and illegal buildings had come up in the past. The
transporters, however, claimed
that they had ownership proof of
the land and would oppose the
shifting of the bus stand to the

already congested Transport
Nagar.
Transporters also demanded
time till June 30 to submit the
ownership documents of the land
situated within 100 metres of the
GT Road. As per information,
around 200 buildings/temporary
structures have been established

Four incidents of fire in
city; no casualty reported
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Four incidents of fire

were reported in the city on
Wednesday night. However, no
casualty was reported from anywhere. Fire tenders reached the
spots and controlled the fires on
time.
In the first incident, a fire
broke out at a house in Upkar
Nagar after a burning candle fell
on a sofa. Vishal, a resident of
street number 4 in Upkar Nagar,
said, “The fire broke out at the
house of his neighbour around
midnight after a burning candle
fell on a sofa in one of the rooms
of the house. However, no casualty was reported as flames were
restricted to the room only and
were controlled with the help of
neighbours. Later, a fire tender

also reached the spot.”
In the second incident, a fire
broke out at a rented mobile
repair shop in Janta Nagar
around 2 am on Thursday.
Owner of the house Ravneet
Singh said that he, along with his
parents, resides on the first floor
while the shop at the ground
floor had been given on rent.
Around 2 am, they saw smoke
emanating out of the shop and
they immediately rushed outside. He said it was suspected
that the fire broke out due to a
short circuit.
A fire tender reached the spot
immediately and controlled the
flames. However, no casualty
was reported.
In another incident, two vehicles, including a car and a threewheeler, were damaged after a
fire broke out at a dry cleaner’s

shop in the New Model Town
area. Four labourers were stuck
on the first floor of the building
as the as vehicles were parked in
the porch of the building,
blocked the way. The flames,
however, did not reach the first
floor.
In the fourth incident, a minor
fire was reported at the Hero
Cycle plant near the Sherpur
Chowk. The fire was reported
due to a short circuit in the high
tension electricity wires passing
over the unit building. Bicycle
seats kept at one side of a room
were burnt. but the fire was controlled in a few minutes.
A fire brigade official, Rajinder Singh, said that no casualty
was reported from all the spots of
fire incidents. Fire brigade officials doused the flames on time
everywhere, he added.

within 100 metres of the road.
Earlier, the LIT had given time
till June 15 to submit the documents of ownership.
Gill said that transporters
have opposed the proposal to
establish the bus stand at Transport Nagar and they had also said
that they had proof of ownership

HT PHOTO

of the land in the no-construction
area. Now, they have been given
time till June 30 following which
the next step would be taken.
The administration is working to
shift the bus stand out of the city
to reduce congestion on internal
city roads. The proposal has been
hanging fire for a long time.

Man found dead
under mysterious
circumstances
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A 22-year-old man
was found dead under mysterious circumstances at his residence in New Partap Nagar on
Bahadur K Road. The police suspected that the victim had consumed some poisonous substance.
The deceased was identified
as Mohammad Ansari. He was
working as a labour in a factory
and was residing here alone.
Constable Jaspal Singh
informed that Ansari was residing here alone and his brother,
who is residing in the Tibba
Road area, came to Ansari's residence and found him lying on
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‘Women also face
threat of heart
diseases like men’

Transporters oppose proposal of
shifting ISBT to Transport Nagar
n

ludhiana

THE POLICE SUSPECT
THE VICTIM HAD
CONSUMED SOME
POISONOUS SUBSTANCE
the floor.
He immediately rushed him
to a hospital, where he was
declared dead. It was found that
Ansari had died due to consuming a poisonous substance.
“We have not recovered any
suicide note from the spot and
the details regarding the poison
consumed by the the victim will
be ascertained after the viscera
report," he said. The body has
been sent to the civil hospital for
postmortem.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:A lecture on the prevalence of heart diseases in women
was delivered by Dr Shibba Takkar Chhabra, associate professor
of cardiology) at the Hero DMC
Heart Institute at BVM School,
Tagore Nagar, here on Thursday.
Dr Takkar said women also face
the threat of heart diseases like
their male counterparts.
However, symptoms and risks
attached to women, as well as eating a healthy and balanced diet
and regular exercising could help
protect them from getting heart
diseases.
The most common heart
attack symptoms in women are a
type of pain, pressure or discomfort in the chest but, sometimes,
women might get a heart attack
without any complaint of chest
pain and might observe following
symptoms unrelated to chest
pain, such as neck, jaw, shoulder,
upper back or abdominal discomfort, shortness of breath, pain in
one or both arms, nausea, vomiting or sweating. Mental stress
might also trigger heart attack
symptoms in women, said Dr
Takkar. He said in general it was
strongly advisable for everyone
to do moderate exercise or brisk
walking for at least 30 minutes on
most days of the week and also
lead a balanced lifestyle by taking
proper precaution of her diet and
overall well being.

A BALANCED DIET AND
REGULAR EXERCISE
CAN HELP PROTECT
THEM FROM GETTING
HEART DISEASES,
SAYS DR CHHABRA

n

The arrested snatchers in the Focal Point police custody in
Ludhiana on Thursday.

HT PHOTO

Two snatchers held
with nine ATM cards
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Two snatchers were
arrested in Ishwar Colony with
nine ATM cards of different
banks here on Thursday.
The accused, Ankush Kumar
alias Kali of Jain Colony in Giaspura, and Arun Jain of Sherpur
Chowk near Fauji Colony, used
to steal cash from ATMs by
snatching ATM cards from the
people and getting the passwords by threatening them.
Additional deputy commissioner of police (ADCP-4) Ajinder Singh said the duo had
snatched more than 15 ATM
cards and withdrawn cash.
The police have traced
around 15 cases registered
against the duo at different
police stations across the city,
he said. The ADCP said on the
basis of a tip-off, a check point
was set up and the accused, who
were riding a motorcycle, were
nabbed at the check point and

nine ATM cards were recovered
from their possession.
The accused confessed that
they had snatched ATM cards in
Giaspura, Moti Nagar, Sherpur,
Jamalpur, Basti Jodhewal and
Sahnewal area.
The duo said they tried to cut
ATM machines using gas cutters thrice, but were not successful.
The ADCP said the accused
used to stand near the ATM
kiosks and snatch ATM cards
of the people and threaten them
to get their passwords. They
would then take away the cards
with them, he added.
A case under Section 379-b
(snatching), 473 (making or possessing counterfeit seal) and 34
(acts done by several persons in
furtherance of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
was registered against the
accused at Focal Point police
station. The accused will be
produced before the court on
Friday.

Forest dept frees 55 acres from
illegal occupation in Mattewara
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : In a massive anti-encroachment operation, the Punjab forest department managed
to free its over 55-acre land from
illegal occupation in the Mattewara area here on Thursday.
The land would now be developed as a forest area in a systematic manner, said divisional forest officer (DFO) Charanjit
Singh.
The DFO said that the land
had been under illegal occupation for a long time. The work of
planting tree saplings was

THE LAND WILL BE
DEVELOPED AS A
FOREST AREA IN A
SYSTEMATIC MANNER
started on the land from today
only, he added.
He said so far, the Ludhiana
division had freed around 627acre land from illegal occupation.
He said the land vacated from
illegal occupation included 175
acre in Haider Nagar jungle
under the Mattewara range, 79
acre in Hadiwal jungle, 19 acre

in Gopalpur Bulendwal jungle,
and two acre in the Salempur
jungle area. In the Jagraon
range, 147-acre land the in Kot
Umra jungle area, 80 acre in
Gorsian Khan Mohammad
jungle and 70 acre in Majri jungle area under Samrala
range was freed of illegal occupation.
He said efforts have been
made to ensure that the freed
land worth around ₹220 crore
remains encroachment- free in
future. He said that a special
plantation campaign was
being undertaken on the land
now.

Work as public servants, not public masters,
Brahm Mohindra tells administration officials
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Addressing a meeting
of the district grievances
redressal committee on Thursday, the recently appointed Punjab local bodies minister Brahm
Mohindra pulled up the administration officials and directed
them to work as public servants
and not public masters.
The meeting was held at the
Bachat Bhawan in the mini secretariat here on Thursday evening and deputy commissioner
(DC) Pradeep Agrawal with
other officials of the administra-

MAN CAUGHT
WITH 1,000
INTOXICANT
TABLETS

tion were also present in the
meeting. Mohindra announced
that the meeting of committee
would be held every month, and
responsibilities of officials concerned would be fixed with
regard to the redress of people’s
grievances.
While directing the officials to
change their mindset while
redressing the grievances of the
people, Mohindra said that the
administration was an integral
part of the government, through
which welfare schemes and policies were implemented. But, he
said, it has been observed that
rather than solving the problems

of the people on a priority basis,
the officials adopted a lackadaisical attitude, which angered the
public and, as a result, brought
disrepute to the government.
He told the officials to ensure
that the grievances, if any, were
redressed at the district level
only so that people did not have
to approach the state government for this purpose. If the residents have to contact the headquarters in Chandigarh, then it
is the failure of the district
administration, said Mohindra.
Mohindra also directed the
DC to make all members aware
of all welfare schemes and pro-

grammes of the Punjab government in next meeting and also
ensure that department heads
were present in the meeting
themselves.
An official of the administration, on the condition of anonymity, said that many officials
were not aware of the government schemes themselves and
were not able to spread awareness regarding the same.
Member of Parliament (MP)
Ravneet Bittu, cabinet minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, mayor
Balkar Sandhu and members of
legislative assembly Surinder
Dawar and Sanjay Talwar were

Proclaimed offender in
snatching case arrested

n

Forest department officials, along with cops accompanying them, planting saplings on the freed land in
HT PHOTO
Mattewara near Ludhiana on Thursday.

POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043

RAILWAY HELPLINES

108

FIRE SERVICE

The accused in police custody in Ludhiana on Thursday.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:A proclaimed offender
in a snatching case was arrested
by the PO (proclaimed offenders)
wing of police commissionerate
here on Thursday. The accused
has been identified as Bagga
Singh of Mohalla Gobindsar in
Shimlapuri area.

In-charge of the PO staff subinspector Balwinder Singh said
that the accused was earlier
booked and arrested under Section of 379B (snatching) and 411
(dishonestly receiving stolen
property) at the Focal Point
police station on February 17,
2018, but he jumped the bail and
had been absconding.
The accused was declared a

HT PHOTO

proclaimed offender on March 2
by a court. “Today, we received
information from sources that
the accused was coming to the
Field Ganj area. Following the
tip-off, the PO staff team nabbed
him from the area,” said the subinspector.
The accused was produced
before a court and was sent to
14-day judicial custody.

101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

12014
12242
12716

CIVIC HELPLINES

RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE

n

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098

WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555

LUDHIANA : : A drug peddler was

LUDHIANA

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n Mayor camp office. – 0161-4085002
n MC Commissioner Zone D – 0161-2454500
n MC Commissioner camp office - 0161-2441333
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

arrested with a total of 1,000
intoxicant tablets here on
Wednesday night.
The accused was identified as
Subash Singh alias Bittu of Kul
Gehna village in Sidhwan Bet.
Bhundri police post in-charge,
ASI Gursewal Singh, said ASI
Major Singh’s team had installed
a check point at Kishanpura village Chowk where the accused
was arrested.
On checking, a total of 1,000
intoxicant tablets, including 480
Cabildol 100-SR tablets, 340 Parvon Spas Plus tablets,100 Pronol
A tablets and 80 Kammol 100-SR
tablets were recovered, said
Gursewal Singh.The police have
also impounded the motorcycle of
the accused, he said. The ASI said
a case under Sections 22,25,61 and
85 of the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act
was registered against the
accused at Sidhwan Bet police
station.

ACTION AGAINST
FALSE COMPLAINTS
Directing the officials to move to
field if they want to have first
hand information regarding
problems being faced by the residents, Mohindra appealed to
residents that they should only
raise genuine complaints as
strict action would be taken
against those indulging in false
complaints. He also asked the
officials to bring written complaints in the meeting.

informationyoucanuse

HT Correspondent
n

also present in the meeting and
discussed various problems,
being faced by residents.

n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE
DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682
13005

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)
Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am

12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am
05:50am

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm
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PERSONAL FINANCE

Make credit work for you
SMART FINANCES If used carefully, borrowing
can be a healthy habit to build a good credit score.
Hint — you need to pay on time

quickguide
INSURANCE FOR
TERROR ATTACKS
Here is a quick guide to insurance
coverage for terror acts

ZERO CREDIT
HISTORY IMPACTS
YOU NEGATIVELY
No good deals on loans

Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Are you wary of credit cards,
burden of loan EMIs or anything that is
remotely related to the word credit or
loans? Turns out, taking some credit is
not all that bad and moreover, it is actually essential to build a good credit profile.
“Whenever you apply for a credit
product such as a credit card or a loan,
your credit score plays a significant role
in the approval process. It is imperative
that you maintain a good credit history
to improve your chances of approval,”
said Gaurav Chopra, founder and chief
executive officer, IndiaLends, a Gurugram-based fintech company.
However, do you think that by avoiding credit you are close to building a
credit score? “If you have no credit history, lenders will be hesitant in lending
to you as they won’t be able to evaluate
your ability of repaying the borrowed
money. Another downfall can be that
the interest on which you are provided
credit may be very high,” Chopra
added.
Therefore, maintaining a credit score
makes you a positive and potential loan

IN LATER STAGES OF YOUR LIFE WHEN
YOU APPLY FOR BIGGER LOANS WITH
LOWER INTEREST RATES OR CREDIT
CARDS WITH HIGHER LIMITS, MAKE SURE
YOU DON’T HAVE A ZERO CREDIT HISTORY

candidate in future.
“After some months
of observing the credit
utilisation pattern and repayment cycle, if found disciplined,
credit limit is enhanced. Higher credit
limit availability to an individual positively impacts the credit score,” said
Satyam Kumar, co-founder and
CEO, LoanTap, a Mumbaibased fintech start-up. Hence,
it is important that in later
stages of your life when you
want to apply for bigger
ticket loans with lower
interest rates or for
credit cards with
higher limits, make
sure you leave
something for the
firms to analyse and do
not have a zero credit history.
Zero credit history simply means you
have not transacted in any kind of credit
or lending products in the past.
“To avoid this catch-22 situation at
the time of an emergency, start working
towards building your credit score now.
You can start by availing either a credit
card or a small ticket-size loan with low
interest rate,” said Chopra.
New age digital lenders use artificial
intelligence and machine learning to
build credit score.
“Such in-house rating mechanisms
are independent of credit scores offered
by CIBIL and others. On platforms like
these, the digital footprint of a person is
assessed in order to know the creditworthiness of the individual. For

Higher rate of interest on loans
Miss out on benefits or offers
on credit cards
No pre-approved loan
Lower credit limit
Source: Indialends

On the IndiaLends platform, in
financial year 2018-19, of the total
applications received for credit cards
and personal loans, 25% were from
people with no credit history
Additionally, out of the total
personal loans disbursed, 8% were
provided to first-time applicants and
out of the total pool of approved
applications for credit cards, 15%
were for applicants with zero
credit history

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

instance, the number of Facebook
friends, public interactions on social
media, education, remuneration and
career,” said Ketan Patel, CEO, CASHe,
a Mumbai-based fintech firm.
However, while you are beginning
the usage of your first credit card or
applying for small-ticket loans at an
early stage, there are a few things you
can keep in mind.
“While opting for a credit card, do not
forget to pay your bills on time. Also,
don’t use the credit limit to its fullest
capacity as high credit utilisation
impact credit score negatively,” said
Chopra. Some of you may also open
multiple bank accounts to spread your
debt from multiple credit cards. “This
behaviour reflects hunger for credit

and a risk of high debt involvement and
thereby impacting the credit score negatively,” said Chopra.
“Credit cards offer you interest-free
period on purchases, which means as
long as you pay the amount well within
the due date you won’t have to pay any
interest on your expenditure.
“Since RBI has mandated banks to
provide customers with three days
grace period, you won’t incur any late
payment charges during this time as
well and your credit score won’t be
impacted by this delay as banks won’t
report the late payment during the
grace period,” he said.
The same rules apply for when you
apply for loans. “Be careful of your loan
amount, pay EMIs on time and do not

Many of these customers earn
anywhere between ₹30,000 and
₹60,000 per month and have
approximately 55% of them have
lesser than five years of experience.

apply for too many loans or you may
look credit hungry,” Chopra added.
Presently it is practically difficult to
not have financial digital footprints. “If
you are working, have job stability and
your income is steadily increasing and
have low FOIR (fixed obligation to
income ratio), it is not very difficult to
apply for credit cards or personal loans
to online lenders,” said Kumar. FOIR is
a parameter used by banks to determine
your loan eligibility.

1

General insurance plans: “By
default, health plans do not cover
terror activities but you can ask for
an extension or additional cover on
plans such as property insurance, fire
safety cover,” said Kapil Mehta,
founder, SecureNow.in. The
extension can be done at an extra
cost of 5%, he added.

2
3

International travel plans: While
you are travelling, this is another
way you can cover yourself against
terror attacks although it provides
you coverage in international
destinations only.
Premiums: “When it comes to
travel plans, claims related to
terrorism are covered just like other
risks built into the policy, there is no
additional premium or higher sum
insured involved,” said Mathur chief
business officer, general insurance,
Policybazaar.com.

4
5

What does it cover: The policy
generally covers trip cancellation,
trip interruption, trip extension,
flight delay and repatriation of
mortal remains back to India,
emergency evacuation.
Exclusions: “Most obvious
exclusion is you should not be
connected to any terror activity,”
said Mathur. Traveling to curfewimposed places despite government advisory to tourists is also
not covered.

TERM OF THE DAY
CREDIT SPREAD

moneybasics

WHAT IS IT?
“Credit spread is the additional return over
returns of “risk-free” assets that investors demand,”
said Dhawal Dalal, chief investment officer – fixed
income of Edelweiss Asset Management Ltd. For example,
if a “risk-free” deposit is offering 7% returns for one year,
then investors may demand 8% from an entity perceived to
be risky. This 1% additional return over risk-free asset is called
credit spread in the bond market, he added.

Know your equity, debt funds
WHAT IS IT?

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

Planning right for
your little one
VISHAL DHAWAN
Most of us have been part of family conversations that go, “When I was young,
everything was so cheap” with multiple examples thrown in ranging from
food items to petrol prices. The absolute changes in values are very significant, but when you put them down in
numbers, the changes are mostly in
line with inflation over the years. However, costs of education and health care
have gone up at a significantly faster
pace than other products.
Over the last 15 years we have been
working with clients and their families
on setting and monitoring their financial goals. One of the biggest shifts that
we have noticed with respect to financial goals is the desire and dream to
ensure that children get access to international education—either overseas
or in institutions that offer international curriculums in India.
The shift to the dream of an “international” education has been driven
by a combination of factors.
These include increased international exposure due to foreign travel
for work and vacations, the proliferation of international schools over the
last few years that havean experiential
learning system rather than rote
learning, the brutal competition
domestically for the best institutions
for higher studies, and of course, the
significantly higher disposable
incomes driven by salaries that are at
global standards, as well as the
increase in double income families.

HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU
NEED FOR IT?
The starting point to achieve this
objective is to estimate the cost of education accurately. The cost will depend
on the type of the course and the location of the educational institution.
While estimating the amount, remember that factoring in only tuition fees is
not enough. You should also consider
other costs such as extra-curricular

activities, living expenses, medical
costs, books, supplies and travel cost of
the child and parents. Living on or off
campus could make a huge difference
in costs too.

In a circular dated
October6,2018,Sebi
broadlycategorises
mutual
fund
schemes equity
schemes,
debt
schemes, hybrid
schemes, solutionoriented schemes and other schemes.
There are a total 341 open-ended debt
schemes in the market and around 1,028
close-ended schemes in total, according
toValueResearchOnline.com.Theaverage one-year returns of close ended
schemes are 6.86% and three-year
returnsare 8.97%. Theaverageone-year
return of open-ended debt schemes is
8.06%, three-year returns 7.2%andaverage five-year returns is 7.85%. The
returns are as on June 3, 2019.

1

HOW SHOULD YOU INVEST?
As
equity
investmentsare
IS A HIGHER CREDIT SPREAD A RISK?
riskierthandebt
instruments,
“Credit spreads depend on the credit quality of the bond.
most
experts
It is mostly based on the credit risk rate given by the
advise you to begin
credit rating agency. The higher the credit spread,
investments with
the higher is the risk on that bond,” said
yourportfoliotilted
Prabin Agarwal, founder, Siliguri-based
PrabinAgarwal Wealth
more towards equity and then slowly
Management.
move towards debt. “If you are a beginner, you can put 70 to 90% of your money
into equity schemes,” said Jain. Within
equity schemes,youcan pickthe categories that will suit your risk profile the
best. “Beginners can look at ELSS
schemes, large-cap or even multi-cap
schemes.Whenyoumoveclosertoretirement, you can switch to hybrid equity or
debt schemes,” said Nisreen Mamaji,
CEO, MoneyWorks Financial Advisors.

INT’L TRIPS UNDER
1 LAKH FOR 10 DAYS

B O O ST FO R B O R R OWE RS ?

SBI’s repo rate-linked home loan decoded

Visa
Food

38,000

Flight
Sightseeing

Accommodation
Insurance

40,000 18,000 2,500 1,500

Vivina Vishwanathan
n

Vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: State Bank of India (SBI), the

IMPACT OF TOTAL
INFLATION, NOT JUST
EDUCATION INFLATION
Since planning for education is usually
a long-term goal, considering the right
inflation rate is important as most people underestimate inflation rates and
its compounding impact.
While that is probably true for general inflation, education inflation globally does tend to be much higher than
general inflation.
Education inflation in the US, for
example, is currently between 4% and
5% per annum, down from 6-7% per
annum that it used to be, but still high
enough that education costs double in
12-15 years. In addition, the exchange
rate movement will also need to be factored in.

country’s largest lender, has
launched repo rate-linked home loan
product effective July 1. So far, all
new floating rate home loans were
linked to marginal cost of fund based
lending rate (MCLR) since August
2016. From July 1, you will have the
option to choose between MCLRlinked home loan rate and repo ratelinked home loan rate. “Customers
coming to us for floating rate home
loans will be offered both options—
MCLR-linked home loans as well as
repo rate-linked home loans,” said
PK Gupta, managing director, SBI. If
you opt for the repo rate-linked home
loan, you will see a direct impact
whenever the repo rate changes.
Here is how the product works and
what it means for you:

HOW YOU CAN SAVE FOR
THIS GOAL
Using a combination of the estimated
cost of the education today, the total
inflation and the number of years
before this money is required, the total
corpus needed can be estimated. The
good news is that not all this money is
likely to be required together, so a
year-wise amount can be arrived at.
Accordingly, a portfolio investment
strategy with a robust asset allocation
will need to be developed in light of risk
tolerance and historical returns of various asset classes.
Based on these estimations, you can
arrive at an investment amount. While
most investors tend tobe overwhelmed
by some of these numbers, it is important that thenumbersare broken down
into smaller amounts like monthly
savings amounts and then increased
over a period of time. Like most other
goals, a high quality education goal(s)
can be achieved, with the right planning, discipline and execution.

WHAT IS ON OFFER?
To begin with, let’s first understand
the policy rate. Repo rate or the
repurchase rate is the interest rate at
which the central bank lends shortterm money to commercial banks.
When there is a cut in the repo rate,
the banks get money at a cheaper
rate. This should mean that banks
will pass on the benefit of cheaper
money to the home loan consumers.
However, transmission of rate cut
continued to remain slow as banks’
cost of funds also came into play
while calculating loan rate. To bridge
that gap, SBI launched repo ratelinked home loan. However, it is not
directly linked to the repo rate number. The loan is linked to repo-linked
lending rate (RLLR). “RLLR is 2.25%
over repo rate. So right now repo rate
in 5.75% and hence RLLR is 8%,” said
Gupta. There is a spread of 40 basis
points (bps) and 55 bps above the
RLLR. So effectively, your home loan
rate for amount up to ₹75 lakh will be
8.40%-8.55%. Currently, home loan
linked to MCLR is 8.55% to 9.10%. To
be eligible to take a repo rate-linked

Vishal Dhawan is a certified financial planner
and founder of Plan Ahead Wealth Advisors, a
SEBI-registered investment advisory firm

MINIMUM INVESTMENT
LEVELS
“For equity funds,
minimum investment in equity and
June
equity-related
instrumentsis65%,
except large cap,
sectoral or thematic and ELSS schemes, where it is
80%,” said Omkeshwar Singh, head –
RANKMF, a mutual fund platform by
SAMCO Securities. Debt funds invest in
fixed income securities. “Liquid funds
investinmoneymarketinstrumentswith
maturity of up to 91 days. Ultra-short
bondfundsinvestinthosewithmaturity
of 3 to 6 months and short-bond funds
invest in those with a maturity of 6 to 12
months,” said Harsh Jain, co-founder,
Groww, a direct mutual fund platform.

SBI LEAVES MCLR UNCHANGED
State Bank of India one-year MCLR (%)
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94,750
DUBAI

home loan, you need to have a minimum annual income of ₹6 lakh. Also,
in case of repo rate-linked home loan,
you have to repay a minimum 3% of
the principal loan amount every year
in equated monthly instalments. The
maximum loan tenor is 33 years over
and above maximum moratorium
permitted of two years for under-construction properties. The total loan
tenor cannot exceed 35 years. The
bank will charge a premium of 20 bps
above applicable interest rate if the
loan-to-value is greater than 80%.

SHOULD YOU GO FOR IT?
If you just look at the interest rate,
the loan-linked to repo rate is 15 bps
cheaper if your credit worthiness is
higher. “This product is different. We
will see how people receive it and
whether we have to tweak it depending on the response,” said Gupta. In
case of repo rate-linked loan you will
see the change in rate immediately as
there is no reset clause like MCLR, he
added. On May 1, the bank had linked
its savings account deposit and cash

credit and overdraft to repo rate. It
was a strategic plan of the bank to
first link products from liability side
to repo rate and then the assets side.
“For us to link products to repo rate
on the asset side we should have
some liabilities also linked to it.
Hence, we first linked our savings
rate with repo rate and now we have
linked some of the asset side products
to repo rate. Ultimately we need to
balance on both sides of the balance
sheet,” said Gupta. The bank said in
this product it will segregate the
equated monthly instalment (EMI)
amount. “We are segregating the
EMI. Earlier, EMI was interest and
principal. Here, the principal EMI
will be fixed at principal instalment
and interest will be in actuals. If you
take this loan, 3% of the principal has
to be repaid every year. For example,
for a ₹10 lakh loan, 3% or ₹30,000 will
have to be repaid every year plus the
interest. Only interest rate varies
every year. The EMI will in a way
vary. We will be announcing basic
parameters in a few days,” he added.

32,500 32,000 12,500 12,000 1,250

90,250
BALI

On arrival (free)

24,500

35,000 10,000 15,000 550

85,050
BHUTAN

No visa required
Note: Cost is for a 10-day trip for one
person. Flight charges are taken for
tickets booked two-three months in
advance from metro cities. Accomodation
is standard category with two-three star
rating.
Source: Average of info sourced from Cox
and Kings, Thomas Cook, MakeMyTrip.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

CHANDIGARH/PUNJAB, FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2019, 8 PAGES I Entertainment & Promotional Features

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
AVA DUVERNAV
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
DIDN’T WANT
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
TO BE SOCIAL
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JUSTICE GIRL
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
>>P3
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ

www.hindustantimes.com

www.facebook.com/HTcity

twitter.com/htshowbiz

instagram.com/htcity

www.youtube.com/user/ht

LUDHIANA

‘IKNOWI’LLBE
COMPAREDTO
EMILYBLUNT’
Actor Parineeti Chopra says that she is
aware of people’s expectations, but hopes
that she will deliver with the new film

Juhi Chakraborty
or any actor, the biggest
achievement is when
they can get into the
skin of the character
and make it their own. And
Parineeti Chopra is one
such actor, who has never
shied away from going the
distance with her films and
the proof of it is her
filmography. Be it the feisty
Zoya in Ishaqzaade (2012), a
peculiar scientist Meeta in
Hasee Toh Phasee (2014) or her
small but impactful role of
Jeevani Kaur in her latest,
Kesari, Parineeti has always
challenged herself. Now, she is
set to star in the official
remake of 2016 Hollywood
thriller The Girl on the Train
will see her reprising the
hugely acclaimed role of the
protagonist essayed by Emily
Blunt.
But remakes are a tricky
territory especially when it
comes to popular films, and
comparisons, are inevitable.
So, is she fine with people
comparing her with the

F

Emily Blunt
PHOTO: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS

Hollywood actor? “Emily’s
performance in the original
film had blown my mind, and
it is a privilege for me to play
the character that she has
essayed so brilliantly on
screen. The restrain and range
she showed as an actor while
playing a girl who is troubled
and battling herself in the film
showed what a fantastic actor
she is,” says Parineeti.
The actor understands that
when one is starring in a
remake of a loved film, “there
are expectations to match the

original, if not better
it”. “So, I realise that
the audience will look at
our film and draw
comparisons to the
original as well as compare
my portrayal of the
protagonist to Emily’s,” adds
the 30-year-old actor.
However, Parineeti is quick
to add that rather than
thinking too much about the
comparisons, she wants to “do
my best to bring this character
to life for Indian audiences”.
She elaborates, “There is
nothing an actor in the remake
can do to steer away from this
conversation so the best way
to approach this film for me is
to embrace the fact that
parallels will be drawn. Since
the original film was so well
received by people, I’m hoping
my film will also receive equal
acclaim.”
Based on the 2015 best-seller
by Paula Hawkins, the film
narrates the story of a
divorcée woman who gets
entangled in a shocking
missing person’s investigation
that throws her life to the

Parineeti
Chopra

brink.
Parineeti
compliments
Emily for
giving her a
“super
reference
point” to
start her
prep for the
film.
“Emily has
brought to life
a character
from paper
and she
was
genius at it.
I will look to
try and add
my own rendition to
the character that people have
seen and loved so much. As an
actor, I have always wanted to
challenge myself and enjoy the
process of acting,” says
Parineeti, adding, “This role
gives me an opportunity to do
just that and showcase my
versatility even more. I hope it
will be interesting for people to
see how Emily and I performed
the same role with our
individual uniqueness.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

PHOTO: TWITTER/BTS_NIGHIT

BTS GOES
INTERGALACTIC
TS may be the biggest
stars on Earth right now,
but this latest move by
NASA is taking them up into
the stratosphere. According
to E! Online, the United
States’ National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
has confirmed that three
BTS songs — Mikrokosmos,
134340 and Moonchild—
will be making their way to
outer space on the federal
agency’s next moon
mission.

B

Shreya Mukherjee
inger Neeti Mohan, who
tied the knot with modelactor Nihar Pandya in
February this year, says
her “life could not have been
any better”. You can’t possibly
miss the glow and smile on
Neeti’s face as she starts
talking about Nihar.
“I am just way happier now,
and I feel it’s so beautiful to get
married. All this while I
thought [marriage] will take
away from my career and it
will only add to my
responsibilities. But I
somehow feel that the opposite
has happened,” shares Neeti,
who was in the Capital to
promote her latest song,
Kudiye Ni, with Aparshakti
Khurana.
“Happy and relaxed”, Neeti
feels blessed to have got the
most supportive husband and
in-laws. “Life has definitely
changed for the better. Also,
more than anything else, my
parents are happy. They
always told us [my sisters and
I] that ‘when you meet the
right person who just gets the
best out of you, life becomes
better’. So, I think I’m very

S

fortunate that way,” she
says.
While the couple
completes four months of
marital bliss this month,
their fans must be wondering
why their honeymoon
pictures haven’t made it to
the social media yet. To
which, Neeti says, “We are
going this weekend.”
Adding why they could not
make it happen earlier, she
says, “After I got married, I
started working immediately
and did not take a break. So,
finally, I have got some time
and managed a 15-day break,
so we can go for our
honeymoon. Nihar also
managed his schedule
accordingly. We will be going
to Switzerland and as soon as I
am back, I will get back to
work again.”
Unlike many female
celebrities, who take a
sabbatical after marriage,
Neeti calls herself lucky to
have got such an
understanding partner in
Nihar, who “understands me
and makes sure that I follow
my dreams.”
And then, Neeti goes on to
say how Nihar loves her songs
especially Nainowale Ne

DHARMENDRA TO
REPLACE VINOD
KHANNA?

alman Khan’s Dabangg 3
is slated to resume
shoot soon. Mystery that
remains unsolved is who
will play Salman-Arbaaz’s
father? Post Vinod Khanna’s
demise, the makers are
reportedly in search for a
new face. A recent news
report in Deccan Chronicle
suggests that Dharmendra
could be roped in. The
report states that Salman
Khan insists Dharmendra
should play his father.

S
Nihar Pandya and Neeti Mohan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETIMOHAN18

(Padmaavat; 2018), Jiya Re
(Jab Tak Hai Jaan; 2012), Ishq
Wala Love (Student of the
Year; 2012). “I remember, once
Sau Aasmaan (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) was playing
somewhere and Nihar said, ‘Is
this your song?’ and then he
told me how all this while, he
loved that song and my voice
but never knew it was me,” she
shares, adding with a laugh,
“But you know, he has to like
all my songs now, he has no
other option.”
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Bhushan Kumar and Sanjay Gupta
join hands for Mumbai Saga

PHOTO: HTCS

STOP PRESS

Swiss
honeymoon
for Neeti
and Nihar

(From left,
second row):
Jackie Shroff,
Gulshan Grover,
John Abraham,
Bhushan Kumar,
Emraan Hashmi,
Sanjay Gupta,
Amole Gupte,
and Rohit Roy
(From left, front
row): Prateik
Babbar and
Suniel Shetty

-HTC
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

ith the completion of
25 years in Bollywood,
Sanjay Gupta is ready
to get back in the director’s
seat with Mumbai Saga — a
gangster drama, set in the
1980s-90s revolving around all
that went into transforming
Bombay into Mumbai.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series, this
ensemble cast film stars John

W

Abraham, Emraan Hashmi,
Jackie Shroff, Suniel Shetty,
Prateik Babbar, Gulshan
Grover, Rohit Roy, and Amole
Gupte, among others, and will
go on floors next month.
Speaking on the film,
Bhushan says, “Mumbai Saga
is our first film in the
gangster drama genre and
who better than Sanjay to
direct it. The film is inspired

by true events and yet the
characters are larger than
life. The entire cast will bring
so much to the table.”
An excited Sanjay adds,
“Twenty five years and 17
films later, I had to give my
audience something bigger
and better. Mumbai Saga is by
far my most ambitious film
which needed a visionary
producer. I am grateful to

ALI FAZAL TURNS
DIRECTOR FOR
BEST FRIEND’S
WEDDING FILM

Shadaagets40million
plusviewsonYouTube
E
ver since the trailer of
the highly anticipated
Punjabi Film Shadaa,
starring the
blockbuster jodi of Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru Bajwa,
launched less than three
weeks ago, followed by an
onslaught of eye-catching
and ear-filling songs one
after another, audiences
just can’t get enough of this
film! Shadaa has
accumulated more than 40
million views and more
than five lakh likes on
Youtube, which is an
unheard feat for any
Punjabi film. As the
summer heat heats the
season and Shadaa heats up
Youtube, Punjabi audiences
worldwide are getting ready
to heat up the box office,
later this month, when
Shadaa releases. This is the
fifth film of this blockbuster
duo, which has set new box
office benchmarks every
time they have come
together on screen with
their previous outings in
Jihne Mera Dil Luteya, Jatt
& Juliet 1 and 2, and
Sardaarji. This time they
are coming together after a
gap of four years and the
anticipation for Punjabi
audiences to see them
together on screen is
evident from the large
numbers this film’s content
is tracking online.
As stated by the
producers, “Shadaa is a
comedy romance examining
the pros and cons of
marriage and whether one
should marry or remain an
eternal bachelor, as shown
in the trailer with its funny
one-liners.”

Bhushan for putting his faith
and might in it. It is one such
story that needs to be told on
screen.”
Gulshan Kumar presents,
T-Series and White Feature
Films production, Mumbai
Saga is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Krishan Kumar and
Anuradha Gupta and directed
by Sanjay Gupta. The film is
likely to release in 2020. — HTC

Shreya Mukherjee
ctor Ali Fazal’s is wearing
two hats these days — one
of an actor and the other
of a director. He has two short
films, out of which, one is a
thriller, which will release
later this year and the second
one is inspired by the
legendary late actor Guru
Dutt. Though not a trained
director, the actor decided to
give direction a chance
because of his keen interest in
the field. Apart from these two
films, Ali recently also
directed a wedding film for his
best friend Vijay, which was
shot in Kochi.
Ali, who flew to Kochi with
his girlfriend Richa Chadha to
attend the occasion, not only
took part in all the ceremonies
but also fulfilled his promise of
making the film.
“It’s been a bunch of friends
whose lives since college
somehow revolved around the
movies. So, as luck would have
it, I had an idea about things.
All of us close friends have
been planning this for a while.
I just got a great team and
friend to shoot it and edit it.
Vijay and Amrita’s efforts on
creating the coolest wedding
required the right footage to
aid and enhance these
celebrations,” says Ali.

A

PHOTO: HTCS

Shadaa in Punjabi means
an unmarried person
beyond the eligible age of
marriage but this film has
also coined a new word
Shadee, the female
equivalent to this male
word. Diljit Dosanjh is
playing a character who
wants to get married but
was unable to because he
was always chasing the
wrong path and Neeru
Bajwa plays the character of

woman who doesn’t need a
man in her life. This is the
perfect formula for a
comedy romance
blockbuster! Written and
directed by Jagdeep Sidhu,
the director of the
blockbuster film Qismat,
produced by Atul Bhalla,
Amit Bhalla of A&A
Advisors and Anurag Singh,
Aman Gill, Pawan Gill of
Brat Films, it releases
worldwide on June 21, 2019.

n

‘I MIGHT GET
INTO POLITICS
IN THE FUTURE’
Pooja Sharma

ayush Sharma believes in
giving back to the society.
Recently, the actor
helped schools in his
hometown, Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, to include
extracurricular activities as
part of their curriculum. He
took up this initiative to help
children provide platform to
hone their different skills. The
actor says he also wants to set
up a school in the future. He
adds, “There is an amazing
pool of talent in Himachal
Pradesh, but they don’t have
the opportunity to showcase
their talents. With time, I
want to open a film school in

A

Himachal. We have IIT in
Himachal, then why not a film
school?”
Aayush hails from a family
of politicians. On asking if he
has political ambitions too, he
says, “Never say never! I do
have political opinions, which
I suppress now because I’m an
actor and I don’t want to get
into any unnecessary
controversy. In future, I might
get into politics if I feel I can
bring some change.” Talking
further about his hometown
the Loveyatri (2018) actor adds
that he really misses the
mountains. “As a kid, I would
trek every day and find
beautiful locations where
nobody would go. I’m waiting
for my son (Ahil) to grow
up so that I take him on a trek
with me. Mumbai is my home
and Mumbaikars have been
really welcoming,” says
Aayush.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Aayush
Sharma

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Kevin Hart sued for
assault and battery
Kevin Hart was
in news last
year after his
old homophobic
tweets led to
him stepping
down as Oscar
host PHOTO:

A

‘DIDN’TWANTTO BE
SOCIALJUSTICE GIRL’
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/AVADUVERNAY

ilmmaker Ava DuVernay
says she was initially
averse to making films on
sociopolitical subjects. The
director said after receiving
critical acclaim for her films
Middle of Nowhere (2012) and
Selma (2014), every other
script that came her way
revolved around slavery.
“For a long time I didn’t
want to be social justice girl.
After Middle of Nowhere,
Selma and then 13th (2016), I
get every slavery script,” she
revealed.
“After A Wrinkle in Time
(2018), all I wanted was to tell
something true, and
something that was real, and I
went right back to the place I
said I didn’t want to go. I
realised, ‘You are social
justice girl — social justice
woman’. And that’s ok,” the
Oscar-nominated director
added, while speaking at The
Hollywood Reporter’s TV
Director Roundtable.
DuVernay’s latest project,
the web series When They See
Us, centres around the
Central Park Five — five
black and Hispanic teenagers
accused of rape and assault of
a white woman in 1989.
DuVernay said the
probability of being “pigeonholed” in the industry or
emerging a role model
because of the projects she

F

CHRISTOPHER
POLK/AFP

ctor-comedian Kevin Hart
is facing a lawsuit from a
woman who claims that
she was injured by a member
of his security team.
Carmen Marrero alleged
that one of his security guards,
who she referred to as John
Doe, caused her “to fall and
sustain serious personal
injuries” while Hart was
being escorted out of a
building in New York City in
January, People quoted the
documents obtained by The
Blast.
Marrero has accused the

guard of assault and battery
alleging that she was
“seriously and permanently
injured” from the incident.
She is seeking unspecified
damages.
According to People, the
incident is believed to have
taken place around the same
time Hart pulled out of Oscars
last year in December on
account of his homophobic
tweets from the past.
Hart is known for films such
as Ride Along (2014), Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle (2017),
ANI
and Night School (2018).

This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s a
very intimate process,
the choosing... these
films are my children.
AVA DUVERNAY
FILMMAKER

Stills from Elton John’s
biopic Rocketman and
(below) Freddie Mercury’s
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody

veers towards does not affect
her anymore.
However, she said choosing
to direct a particular project
is an “intimate process”.
“This is what lives on when
I’m done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I’ve got
to just like it for myself. I’m
tethered to these things for
years. I also don’t have
children — these films are my
children, these projects are
my children. My name is on
this, that matters to me. This
is what lives on when I’m
done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I trust
myself enough to know I’m
not choosing things that are
irresponsible for myself, so
they wouldn’t be
irresponsible to the people
who may look up to me for
whatever reason,” she
PTI
explained.

Josh returns to the small screen with a thriller-drama
earl Harbor (2001) star
Josh Hartnett is set to
star in the thriller series,
Paradise Lost. According to
The Hollywood Reporter, the
10-episode show will also
feature actors Bridget Regan,
Barbara Hershey, and Nick
Nolte.
The series revolves around
a psychiatrist (played by
Regan) who moves from
California to her husband’s

P

(played by Hartnett)
hometown in Mississippi,
where she uncovers
secrets that change
the lives of everybody
involved.
Rodes Fishburne has
created and written the series.
He is also attached as an
executive producer and
showrunner. Arika Lisanne
Mittman and John Lee
Hancock will serve as co-

showrunners. Hancock will
direct the pilot episode.
The release date of the
show is yet to be announced.
Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and 30
Days of Night (2007). His
production credits include
August (2008) and 6 Below:
Miracle on the Mountain
(2017).

PTI

ctor Richard Madden said
playing the role of a war
veteran with post
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) in the hit TV show
Bodyguard took a toll on him.
The 32-year-old portrayed
the role of David Budd who is
assigned to protect
controversial politician-home
secretary Julia Montague
(played by actor Keeley
Hawes), while dealing with
PTSD at the same time.
Madden said there was a
point when he thought he
needed to “stop doing this” for
a while.
“It weighed very heavy on
me. You spend more time in
someone else’s clothes, saying
someone else’s words,
thinking someone else’s
thoughts. You do lose a bit of
yourself. I’m not a method

A

IKON’S FRONTMAN
QUITS OVER DRUG
ALLEGATIONS
outh Korean popstar, Kim
Hanbin, better known as
B.I., has released a
statement in which he has
confirmed that he has quit his
group, iKON. The statement
came from the 22-year-old after
he was accused of purchasing
marijuana and LSD, back in
2016.
“I apologise for the
inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true
that I once wanted to rely on
things that were so hard and
painful that I should not even
have an interest. But I was also
scared... However, I am also
ashamed and sorry to all of you
and the members who are
greatly disappointed and hurt...
I want to leave my team and
humbly reflect on my mistakes.
I apologise once again for your
heartfelt sympathy...,” read his
statement on social media.
Purchasing drugs is a
serious offence in South Korea.
If convicted, he could face up to
four years in prison. iKON’s
management company, too,
released a statement
confirming Hanbin’s departure
from the group.
A section of fans kick started
an online petition asking the
company to reinstate him, as
they feel that Hanbin did
“nothing worth ending his
whole career” — the singer
only admitted to considering
drug purchase, and not
actually going through with it
HTC
or using anything.

S

Josh Hartnett has
earlier starred in
films such as
Wicker Park
(2004) and
30 Days of Night
(2007)

Maddenfeltbroken
afterBodyguard

A still from
Bodyguard

03

actor in any way, but you get a
huge hangover from this. At
the end of this, I felt very
isolated and broken, much like
the character was,” he said at
The Hollywood Reporter’s
Drama Actor Roundtable.
The actor, who shot to
global fame with Game of
Thrones, said he spoke to some
soldiers to research for the
role, adding it was “tough” to
get them to open up.
“They really don’t want to
talk about it. PTSD is
something that people live
with everyday. It can be a
really trickling level of
anxiety you constantly live
with, or paranoia, or panic
attacks,” he said, adding that
his goal was “to humanise
PTSD within someone who is
in complete denial about it”.

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHXXBI131

Freddie Mercury was
almost in Rocketman
ilmmaker Dexter Fletcher
came very close to giving
Rami Malek’s Freddie
Mercury a cameo in Elton
John’s biopic, Rocketman.
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
and Rocketman have many
overlapping common
elements, connecting the two
films. Fletcher, who directed
the 2018 film after the original
director Bryan Singer was
fired halfway through the
process, helmed Rocketman
in its entirety.
Another common point is
that both films used their
subjects’ music as the soul of
the stories and feature
LGBTQ protagonists.
But most significantly, the
two films feature John Reid,
who managed both Queen and
Elton John at the peak of their
careers.
Flirting with this very
common string, Fletcher
thought of adding Freddie
Mercury’s special appearance
in John’s biopic.
“There was an idea I had at
one point, where Elton is in a
restaurant with his mother. I
thought John Reid (played by
Richard Madden) and Freddie
could be at another table and
they wave at each other,”
Entertainment Weekly
quoted Fletcher’s interview
with Gay Star News.
However, he finally decided
against it. “That would have
been amazing, but it didn’t

F

come to pass. It would have
been a little too knowing. I’m
not looking to set out to make
a cinematic universe,” the
filmmaker asserted.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a
biopic based on the life of
Queen frontman Freddie
Mercury, who is
played by Rami Malek in the
film.
After massive success at
box office, the film ended up
collecting a numerous
accolades — including best
actor wins for Malek at
Academy Awards, Golden
Globe, Screen Actors Guild,
and Bafta.
On the other hand, the
Taron Egerton-starrer
Rocketman follows Elton
John’s journey — starting
from a young piano prodigy
named Reginald Dwight to a
rock star struggling with
addiction who finally finds his
way to sobriety.

ANI

PTI
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152,
40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
JUNE 14,
2019

It is about time that a healthy lifestyle is
adopted. An investment opportunity
needs to be weighed properly, before
committing your money. Pressure of
work is set to increase. A pressing
domestic problem will be resolved to the
satisfaction of all. A long vacation with
partner is indicated for some. You may think
in terms of buying or selling property, as stars
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Lucy Hale: The American actor, known for her role
in TV shows Pretty Little Liars, turns 30 today.

appear favourable.

Those feeling unwell for sometime are
likely to recover quickly. The time is ripe
to add to your financial assets. Today,
you may get the opportunity to further
your aims both on the professional and
personal fronts. A vacation is on the
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
cards, but reservation may become a
problem. Getting the best price for a house
or property may become problematic and force
you to rethink. Academically, you are likely to excel.

You move towards total fitness. Spending
without a set plan is likely to make you
touch savings. You are likely to get a
chance to spend an enjoyable time with
someone close today. Those seeking a
break from the routine can expect to go
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
on an enjoyable vacation. A new
acquisition will meet your aim of keeping up
with the Joneses. You will need to be quick on
the academic front, before the pressure overwhelms you.

Daily workouts promise to work wonders
for your health, but you will need to be
regular. Earning is likely to improve and
will help ward off an expected financial
crunch. A lot is happening on the home
CANCER
front, so expect to enjoy an exciting time
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
today. Commuting can eat into your
leisure time today. Moving to a new place
will be like a breath of fresh air. A satisfactory
performance on the academic front may come as a big relief for some.

Love Focus: You get the opportunity to impress someone on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Newlyweds are likely to plan out a short vacation
together.

Love Focus: Pop the question only if you are certain of the answer,
otherwise don’t rush things and spend some more time together!

Love Focus: Those craving companionship will need to cast their net
wider.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Golden

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will take positive steps towards
achieving perfect health. You will be in a
position to earn well and party hard!
Homemakers may find it cumbersome
to effect changes at home. Travelling on
a business trip may not bring the
expected returns, but you will still benefit.
This is a good time to invest in property. A
family youngster is likely to make you proud by
his or her achievements.

Peak physical fitness is assured for those
working out. Try what you may, making
your mark in a totally different field will
be difficult. Spouse or a family member
may have lined up a surprise for you
today. Pilgrimage may help in evolving
spiritually. Time is ripe to buy property.
Admission to the institute or university of
choice may become a reality for some,
especially those aspiring to study abroad.

Choosing the best from several health
options may appear confusing. Your
initiative to open new avenues of
earning may meet with partial success.
Do your bit for a family elder to avoid
getting into an embarrassing situation.
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
Travelling may prove therapeutic for
some. Those thinking of renovation may be
forced to shelve the project for some time. Your
example as a role model may be quoted on the academic front.

Irregular eating may not be in your favour.
Someone you had been banking on for
monetary assistance may back out at the
last moment. Chances of bagging a
lucrative assignment look real, so keep
at it. Some turbulence on the domestic
SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
front is in store, but don’t escalate
matters. Smooth going is indicated for
those on a long journey. Feeling paranoid about
a property deal may not be without basis, so remain alert. Admission
to a prestigious institute may become a reality for some.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Love and passion can dominate your mind today, so plan
on a most happening evening!

Love Focus: Channelising all your energy in wooing the one you like
is certain to brighten your chances for romance.

Love Focus: Your brooding nature may not let you enjoy lover’s
company.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light Blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Pink

A lucrative investment opportunity can
tempt you, but take the suggestions of
others before putting in money. Your
skills and expertise will prove your
biggest assets in getting established in
a new job. Health may cause concern,
SAGITTARIUS
but will be nothing serious. A family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
friend is likely to give good health advice.
Those in love may plan an outing together.
Success is ordained for those involved in a property dispute.

Neglecting seasonal changes may lead to
illness, so take adequate precautions. A
financial issue is likely to go in your
favour. You will manage to convince
business partner about your pet project.
Travelling long distance by road may not
CAPRICORN
be too comfortable, due to frequent
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
delays and traffic jams. Some of you are set
to shift into a bigger house. Those pursuing
higher studies will be able to make good progress.

New approach to a nagging health problem
will help in dealing with it better. Gains
from various sources will keep the
coffers brimming. A competition that
had instilled fear in you will be aced
without much difficulty. Witnessing an
AQUARIUS
event with family is on the cards for some.
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
A long journey may prove tiring and boring.
Some of you are set to shift into a bigger home.
Someone may be following your progress on the academic front.

You manage to remain healthy. Repaying a
loan may pose some difficulties, so start
cutting corners. Support of a well-wisher
at work will prove a morale booster and
lighten the workload. Constant
interruptions are likely to prevent you
PISCES
from having a relaxing time at home.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Travellers will experience a smooth journey.
A new acquisition can put you in the exclusive
club. Academic success is possible, but not without efforts.

Love Focus: Look your best if you want to win the heart of the one
you secretly love.

Love Focus: You may find lover at his or her complaining best; handle
them with patience.

Love Focus: Someone is likely to invite you over today for a cosy time
together!

Love Focus: You are likely to express your feelings to someone you
have a soft corner for.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Dark Blue

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Love Focus: Time is ripe for popping the question to your beloved.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Pardesi Pardesi from Raja
Hindustani (1995) was sampled for
the song BKAB that is heard in the
film V For Vendetta (2005).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3116
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

T

edged sword”, Tisca says, “If
you are not clicked then that
means there is no demand for
your picture and then, on the
other hand, you say ‘hum
Juhu beach pe ja kar bhelpuri
tak nahi kha sakte.’ Arey ghar
mangwa lo na bhai agar
bhelpuri khani hai toh. If you
want to be clicked, you will be
clicked but if you don’t want it,
you can avoid it too. Everyone
can live a private life, except
for a few big stars.” says the
actor, currently seen in a web
series.
Taking a dig, Tisca further
adds, “There are many who
pretend to be private and then
say that ‘hum to nahi chahte ki
hamari photo kheenche but ye
kheench lete hai.’ That’s
nonsense.” The actor says she
enjoys being clicked but there
is just one condition. “I just
don’t like people taking my
photos when I am eating as I
feel it’s very intrusive. Other
than that, please take my
pictures.”
Many have pointed out how
the paparazzi culture is a
menace for celebrity kids. So,
how does her six-year-old
daughter react to this? “My
daughter does not like people
taking my pictures because
she feels possessive. She also
gets irritated at airports and
restaurants. So, I request them
to ask her if she is okay with
them taking my picture. On
some days, she is okay with it
and on some days, she isn’t. So
they have to go away and they
do listen to kids,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Eaves, rotor, stilts, meninx
ANSWER: I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks to the
exterminator. - Emo Philips (used in Times)

he airports have evolved
into fashion runways, all
thanks to celebrities
turning up in their stylish best
as they fly in and out. And this
trend of dressing up — high
heels and designer clothes —
for airports has caught up with
many in Bollywood, but Tisca
Chopra prefers to exclude
herself from this lot. “It is
important to be presentable,”
she continues, “I personally
can’t wear heels to the airport.
That’s not going to work for
me. I mean how the hell would
I manage that and why would I
want to be so uncomfortable? I
like being stylish but at the
same time there has to be a
certain level of practicality.”
The paparazzi culture is
still new in our country but it
has also become quite big in no
time, and celebrities are
hounded by them almost
everywhere they go — be it
gyms, restaurants, salons or
events. Calling it a “double-

I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks
to the ____.
- Emo Philips (used in Tiimes) (12)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ican’twearheels
totheairport:
TiscaChopra

SVAE E
OTORR
LS S I T T
EIN MNX

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Salman told me, ‘You look like a fat
cow’: Rohit Roy on his weight loss
journey

MOVIES ON TV

Sangeeta Yadav
oon after he posted his
physical transformation
pictures on social media
recently, actor Rohit Roy was
flooded with messages and
comments. While the first
picture was from when he
weighed 90kg, the second gave
a glimpse of his fitter self after
he shed 12kg. The 50-year-old
opens up about how the
weight gain adversely
impacted his life and career,
and how getting back in shape
helped him bag the film Paltan
(2018), and an upcoming TV
soap as well.

S

Your physical transformation looks
incredible. How did it come about?
I did a Bengali film, Mrs Sen,
in 2013, for which I had to put
on 10kg. But after the film got
over, I took it easy and
ballooned up to 90kg, which
I’ve never been. For the last
couple of years, I’ve been a
little erratic in terms of my
fitness and eating habits. So,
now was the time to get back in
shape.
All this time when you had this
extra weight on — did it affect your

Shaolin Soccer
at 1712

Rohit Roy posted these pictures
of his transformation on
Instagram recently. He went
from 90kg to 78kg
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/ROHITROY500

health or work?
Yes, it took a toll on my selfconfidence and self-esteem
because I didn’t look the same.
I lost the confidence to meet
people. On the work front, I
must have called everybody I
could think of to seek work. But
none of them offered me
anything. You have friends,
they know you and also that
you are a talented actor, but
then it doesn’t work that way.
Was that the point you decided to
shed those extra pounds?
It was my mother, and actor
Salman Khan who encouraged
me to lose weight. One day, my
mum asked, ‘Beta, don’t you
think you’ve gained a little
weight?’ That made me realise
that I had become fat. Later,
while playing Celebrity Cricket
League in Ahmedabad, I got

hurt and was not able to play
one day. And at that time,
Salman told me, ‘You look like
a fat cow. How do you think
you are going to get work?’
That was the last thing I
wanted to hear. This made me
hit the gym and lose weight.

How difficult was the whole
process of transformation?
Losing weight isn’t rocket
science. Just keep it simple.
I started having four to five
meals daily and going to the
gym twice a day. I stopped
drinking. I eat a lot of protein
with very little carbs. I don’t
like wheat as it makes me feel
bloated. I’ve almost stopped
eating bread. I do indulge once
in a while and have pizza. It
took me six to eight months to
see its effect on my body.
Though people are praising my
transformation, I still feel
there’s a long way to go.

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 IP Man 3
1136 Spy Kids 3-D:
Game Over
1308 Mission Impossible –
Ghost Protocol
1525 XXX: State of The
Union
1712 Shaolin Soccer
1903 The Tuxedo
2100 War of The Worlds
2312 The Hangover Part III

Captain America: The First
Avenger at 1438
1039 Shanghai Noon
1246 Cars 3
1438 Captain America: The First
Avenger
1654 The Marine
1848 The Expendables 2
2050 Men In Black 3
2302 Taken 3

Vinashak: Destroyer at 1430

Men In Black
at 2309

1125 Ghar Sansar
1430 Vinashak: Destroyer
1715 Hum Hai Players
2000 Boss
2300 Chandramukhi Ka Badla

1028 Double Dhamaal
1327 Happy New Year
1705 Return of Raju
2000 Wanted
2309 Men In Black

Inferno at 1548
1010 U.S. Marshals
1219 Going In Style
1354 The Ring
1548 Inferno
1749 Mousehunt
1922 A Cinderella Story
2101 Blended
2302 Beverly Hills Ninja

Secret Superstar at 1149
0921 Circus Car
1149 Secret Superstar
1502 Munna Michael
1756 Time Story
2100 Mahaabali
2327 Khiladi Khel Ka
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AUBREY, KUMAIL
TO PRESENT
MTV AWARDS
The movie shows how the lead character struggles when he accidentally lands in Pakistan’s
territory.

Scheduled to be held on June 17, MTV Movie and
TV Awards 2019 has released its star-studded
list of presenters

HTCS

Munda Faridkotia all set to
hit theatres today
he much awaited
Roshan Prince and
Sharan Kaur movie
Munda Faridkotia will be on
silver screens today.
The movie is a comedy
satire based on a character
who lives in Faridkot.
Born and raised in
Faridkot, Farid Singh Brar
loves his homeland and
spends his time between
farming and hanging out
with his best friend Maddi.
Farid’s mother is frustrated
from his aimless lifestyle
and gives him an ultimatum
to move to Canada. A
disheartened Farid prays at

T

a dargah to grant him one
wish, to somehow let him
stay in Faridkot. The next
morning he wakes up to find
his wish granted. The only
problem is that the Faridkot
he ended up in is a village in
Pakistan! What follows
forms the crux of the
comedy Munda Faridkotia.
The movie, produced
under the banner of
Dalmora Films, shows how
the lead character struggles
to survive when he
accidentally lands in
Pakistan’s territory.
Fearing that he is from
other nation, this character

CHARACTER FARID
SINGH BRAR LOVES
HIS HOMELAND
FARIDKOT AND
SPENDS HIS TIME
BETWEEN FARMING
AND HANGING
OUT WITH FRIENDS

Samarth Goyal
inger-songwriter Jonita
Gandhi is quite positive
about the future of Indian
pop music, and feels
global audiences are slowly but
surely opening up to it.
“Audiences around the globe
are more open to Indian music
than ever before. More
collaborations are happening
between languages and genres
than we’ve seen or heard in the
past, and so it does seem
possible that Indian music will
find its place in the West and on
the world stage,” says Jonita,
who is known for her singles
such as Allah Duhai Hai (Race
3, 2018), Bas Tu Hai (3 Storeys,
2018) and Gilehriyaan (Dangal,
2016).
The 29-year-old feels the
resurgence of non-film music
in India is one of the many
reasons why Indian music is
going global. “Independent
music is more artist-focussed,
whereas Bollywood music is
actor-focussed. As an artist, I’m
always happy to see
independent music thrive. I
hope to see this trend
continue,” says the singer, who
recently released her
independent single, Haaye Oye,
which was composed by
Tareefan-fame composer,
Qaran.
“When he approached me to
collaborate on an acoustic
version of his hit song, Haaye
Oye, I thought of it as a fun
challenge. I feel we really gave
the song a new colour by
slowing it down and stripping
down the arrangement to
mostly guitar and voice,” says
Jonita.
The singer adds that it is
important for artists, especially
musicians, to stay relevant.
“New content is coming out
every day, and it’s tough
to stay relevant. For me, one of
the most valuable things I try to
do is to keep my eyes, ears, and
mind open. Listening to a
variety of music and
being open to trying new things
with every project you
undertake can really make a
difference,” she signs off.

S

n

PHOTOS:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Sangeeta Yadav
hile some may feel that
working in a femalecentric film takes away
the spotlight from the male
actors, actor Amol Parashar
begs to differ and says he has
no qualms in working with an
all-women team. So, when he
was approached to work
opposite actors Konkona
Sensharma and Bhumi
Pednekar in Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare, he
didn’t give a second thought
and grabbed the offer.
“Who doesn’t want to work
with an ace producer like Ekta
Kapoor, director Alankrita
Shrivastava and co-stars
Konkona Sensharma and
Bhumi Pednekar?” Amol asks,
adding, “When I am
approached for any project, I
don’t think about what the film
centres around or whether it is
a female-centric film or malecentric film. I never question
who is going to be on the
poster. What matters to me is
what kind of energy you bring
to the sets.”
For the 29-year-old actor,
who has earlier worked in
films such as Rocket Singh:
Salesman of the Year (2009),
Babloo Happy Hai (2014) and
Traffic (2016), it has been a
conscious decision “to do
something interesting rather
than just be in any film for the
sake of it.”
What matters the most to
him are the people he’s
working with. “You never

W

pretends to be mute to stay
away from difficulties.
Sharan Kaur, a TV
actress who’s making debut
in Punjabi film, said she
underwent some
transformations to fit into
her character named
Mariyam.

‘Hope to see indie music
thrive’
Singer Jonita
Gandhi on the
global appeal of
Indian pop and
her love for
indie music

‘I never question who’s
going to be on the
poster of the film’

Aubrey Plaza;
(right) Kumail
Nanjiani

ctors Aubrey Plaza,
Kumail Nanjiani, Dave
Bautista, and Jameela
Jamil are among the
Hollywood stars who will be
presenting at the MTV Awards
2019.
According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the line-up for this
year’s movie and television
awards also includes Daniel
Levy, David Spade, Kiernan
Shipka, Maude Apatow, Mj
Rodriguez, Shameik Moore,

A

and Storm Reid. Both the red
carpet and the award ceremony
will be streamed live.
New categories were
introduced in this edition,
including reality royalty, most
meme-able moment, and best
real-life hero. Game of
Thrones, RBG, and Avengers:
Endgame lead the nominations
list.The awards ceremony, to
be hosted by Shazam! actor
Zachary Levi, will be held on
PTI
June 17.

Sophie off to Spain for
her bachelorette party

etter late than never!
Actor Sophie Turner
recently decided to jet off
for a fun bachelorette party,
weeks after her secret Las
Vegas wedding with singer
Joe Jonas.
Turner flew all the way to
Benidorm, Spain, with her
gang of girlfriends, including
Game Of Thrones co-star
Maisie Williams, to celebrate
her upcoming second wedding
ceremony. The Spanish
Princess fame Nadia Parkes
also attended the bash.
According to a report by Us
Weekly, they landed in Spain

B

on Sunday for the festivities.
While Sophie has not updated
her Instagram feed with the
bachelorette party posts, the
Dark Phoenix star’s close
friend Blair Noel Croce shared
pictures from the private jet.
“We can’t have nice things. The
entire plane spilled their
McDonald’s & drinks on take
off. Bless that flight attendant’s
heart,” she captioned it.
Sophie and Joe had
surprised the world when, after
their stunning appearance at
the Billboard Music Awards in
May, they got hitched in Vegas.
It was all thanks to

When I am approached
for a project, I don’t
think about what the
film centres around.
What matters to me is
that what kind of
energy you bring to the
sets.
AMOL PARASHAR
ACTOR
know what the film turns out
to be at the end. But if you have
a director like Alankrita as the
captain of the ship, who you
know isn’t going to write and
direct something randomly,
you just trust the directors
blindly. That’s why I didn’t
want to lose the opportunity to
work with people like that,”
Amol signs off.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Actor Sophie
Turner
American DJ Diplo — who
broke the news on social media
by posting a series of Instagram
stories from the private
ceremony — that the world got
know about the wedding.
During a Canadian Radio
show, Joe revealed that his
folks, like everyone else, found
out about the nuptials through
social media.
ANI

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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‘IKNOWI’LLBE
COMPAREDTO
EMILYBLUNT’
Actor Parineeti Chopra says that she is
aware of people’s expectations, but hopes
that she will deliver with the new film

Juhi Chakraborty
or any actor, the biggest
achievement is when
they can get into the
skin of the character
and make it their own. And
Parineeti Chopra is one
such actor, who has never
shied away from going the
distance with her films and
the proof of it is her
filmography. Be it the feisty
Zoya in Ishaqzaade (2012), a
peculiar scientist Meeta in
Hasee Toh Phasee (2014) or her
small but impactful role of
Jeevani Kaur in her latest,
Kesari, Parineeti has always
challenged herself. Now, she is
set to star in the official
remake of 2016 Hollywood
thriller The Girl on the Train
will see her reprising the
hugely acclaimed role of the
protagonist essayed by Emily
Blunt.
But remakes are a tricky
territory especially when it
comes to popular films, and
comparisons, are inevitable.
So, is she fine with people
comparing her with the

F

Emily Blunt
PHOTO: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS

Hollywood actor? “Emily’s
performance in the original
film had blown my mind, and
it is a privilege for me to play
the character that she has
essayed so brilliantly on
screen. The restrain and range
she showed as an actor while
playing a girl who is troubled
and battling herself in the film
showed what a fantastic actor
she is,” says Parineeti.
The actor understands that
when one is starring in a
remake of a loved film, “there
are expectations to match the

original, if not better
it”. “So, I realise that
the audience will look at
our film and draw
comparisons to the
original as well as compare
my portrayal of the
protagonist to Emily’s,” adds
the 30-year-old actor.
However, Parineeti is quick
to add that rather than
thinking too much about the
comparisons, she wants to “do
my best to bring this character
to life for Indian audiences”.
She elaborates, “There is
nothing an actor in the remake
can do to steer away from this
conversation so the best way
to approach this film for me is
to embrace the fact that
parallels will be drawn. Since
the original film was so well
received by people, I’m hoping
my film will also receive equal
acclaim.”
Based on the 2015 best-seller
by Paula Hawkins, the film
narrates the story of a
divorcée woman who gets
entangled in a shocking
missing person’s investigation
that throws her life to the

Parineeti
Chopra

brink.
Parineeti
compliments
Emily for
giving her a
“super
reference
point” to
start her
prep for the
film.
“Emily has
brought to life
a character
from paper
and she
was
genius at it.
I will look to
try and add
my own rendition to
the character that people have
seen and loved so much. As an
actor, I have always wanted to
challenge myself and enjoy the
process of acting,” says
Parineeti, adding, “This role
gives me an opportunity to do
just that and showcase my
versatility even more. I hope it
will be interesting for people to
see how Emily and I performed
the same role with our
individual uniqueness.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

PHOTO: TWITTER/BTS_NIGHIT

BTS GOES
INTERGALACTIC
TS may be the biggest
stars on Earth right now,
but this latest move by
NASA is taking them up into
the stratosphere. According
to E! Online, the United
States’ National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
has confirmed that three
BTS songs — Mikrokosmos,
134340 and Moonchild—
will be making their way to
outer space on the federal
agency’s next moon
mission.

B

Shreya Mukherjee
inger Neeti Mohan, who
tied the knot with modelactor Nihar Pandya in
February this year, says
her “life could not have been
any better”. You can’t possibly
miss the glow and smile on
Neeti’s face as she starts
talking about Nihar.
“I am just way happier now,
and I feel it’s so beautiful to get
married. All this while I
thought [marriage] will take
away from my career and it
will only add to my
responsibilities. But I
somehow feel that the opposite
has happened,” shares Neeti,
who was in the Capital to
promote her latest song,
Kudiye Ni, with Aparshakti
Khurana.
“Happy and relaxed”, Neeti
feels blessed to have got the
most supportive husband and
in-laws. “Life has definitely
changed for the better. Also,
more than anything else, my
parents are happy. They
always told us [my sisters and
I] that ‘when you meet the
right person who just gets the
best out of you, life becomes
better’. So, I think I’m very

S

fortunate that way,” she
says.
While the couple
completes four months of
marital bliss this month,
their fans must be wondering
why their honeymoon
pictures haven’t made it to
the social media yet. To
which, Neeti says, “We are
going this weekend.”
Adding why they could not
make it happen earlier, she
says, “After I got married, I
started working immediately
and did not take a break. So,
finally, I have got some time
and managed a 15-day break,
so we can go for our
honeymoon. Nihar also
managed his schedule
accordingly. We will be going
to Switzerland and as soon as I
am back, I will get back to
work again.”
Unlike many female
celebrities, who take a
sabbatical after marriage,
Neeti calls herself lucky to
have got such an
understanding partner in
Nihar, who “understands me
and makes sure that I follow
my dreams.”
And then, Neeti goes on to
say how Nihar loves her songs
especially Nainowale Ne

DHARMENDRA TO
REPLACE VINOD
KHANNA?

alman Khan’s Dabangg 3
is slated to resume
shoot soon. Mystery that
remains unsolved is who
will play Salman-Arbaaz’s
father? Post Vinod Khanna’s
demise, the makers are
reportedly in search for a
new face. A recent news
report in Deccan Chronicle
suggests that Dharmendra
could be roped in. The
report states that Salman
Khan insists Dharmendra
should play his father.

S
Nihar Pandya and Neeti Mohan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETIMOHAN18

(Padmaavat; 2018), Jiya Re
(Jab Tak Hai Jaan; 2012), Ishq
Wala Love (Student of the
Year; 2012). “I remember, once
Sau Aasmaan (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) was playing
somewhere and Nihar said, ‘Is
this your song?’ and then he
told me how all this while, he
loved that song and my voice
but never knew it was me,” she
shares, adding with a laugh,
“But you know, he has to like
all my songs now, he has no
other option.”
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Bhushan Kumar and Sanjay Gupta
join hands for Mumbai Saga

PHOTO: HTCS
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Jackie Shroff,
Gulshan Grover,
John Abraham,
Bhushan Kumar,
Emraan Hashmi,
Sanjay Gupta,
Amole Gupte,
and Rohit Roy
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row): Prateik
Babbar and
Suniel Shetty
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ith the completion of
25 years in Bollywood,
Sanjay Gupta is ready
to get back in the director’s
seat with Mumbai Saga — a
gangster drama, set in the
1980s-90s revolving around all
that went into transforming
Bombay into Mumbai.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series, this
ensemble cast film stars John

W

Abraham, Emraan Hashmi,
Jackie Shroff, Suniel Shetty,
Prateik Babbar, Gulshan
Grover, Rohit Roy, and Amole
Gupte, among others, and will
go on floors next month.
Speaking on the film,
Bhushan says, “Mumbai Saga
is our first film in the
gangster drama genre and
who better than Sanjay to
direct it. The film is inspired

by true events and yet the
characters are larger than
life. The entire cast will bring
so much to the table.”
An excited Sanjay adds,
“Twenty five years and 17
films later, I had to give my
audience something bigger
and better. Mumbai Saga is by
far my most ambitious film
which needed a visionary
producer. I am grateful to

ALI FAZAL TURNS
DIRECTOR FOR
BEST FRIEND’S
WEDDING FILM

Shadaagets40million
plusviewsonYouTube
E
ver since the trailer of
the highly anticipated
Punjabi Film Shadaa,
starring the
blockbuster jodi of Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru Bajwa,
launched less than three
weeks ago, followed by an
onslaught of eye-catching
and ear-filling songs one
after another, audiences
just can’t get enough of this
film! Shadaa has
accumulated more than 40
million views and more
than five lakh likes on
Youtube, which is an
unheard feat for any
Punjabi film. As the
summer heat heats the
season and Shadaa heats up
Youtube, Punjabi audiences
worldwide are getting ready
to heat up the box office,
later this month, when
Shadaa releases. This is the
fifth film of this blockbuster
duo, which has set new box
office benchmarks every
time they have come
together on screen with
their previous outings in
Jihne Mera Dil Luteya, Jatt
& Juliet 1 and 2, and
Sardaarji. This time they
are coming together after a
gap of four years and the
anticipation for Punjabi
audiences to see them
together on screen is
evident from the large
numbers this film’s content
is tracking online.
As stated by the
producers, “Shadaa is a
comedy romance examining
the pros and cons of
marriage and whether one
should marry or remain an
eternal bachelor, as shown
in the trailer with its funny
one-liners.”

Bhushan for putting his faith
and might in it. It is one such
story that needs to be told on
screen.”
Gulshan Kumar presents,
T-Series and White Feature
Films production, Mumbai
Saga is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Krishan Kumar and
Anuradha Gupta and directed
by Sanjay Gupta. The film is
likely to release in 2020. — HTC

Shreya Mukherjee
ctor Ali Fazal’s is wearing
two hats these days — one
of an actor and the other
of a director. He has two short
films, out of which, one is a
thriller, which will release
later this year and the second
one is inspired by the
legendary late actor Guru
Dutt. Though not a trained
director, the actor decided to
give direction a chance
because of his keen interest in
the field. Apart from these two
films, Ali recently also
directed a wedding film for his
best friend Vijay, which was
shot in Kochi.
Ali, who flew to Kochi with
his girlfriend Richa Chadha to
attend the occasion, not only
took part in all the ceremonies
but also fulfilled his promise of
making the film.
“It’s been a bunch of friends
whose lives since college
somehow revolved around the
movies. So, as luck would have
it, I had an idea about things.
All of us close friends have
been planning this for a while.
I just got a great team and
friend to shoot it and edit it.
Vijay and Amrita’s efforts on
creating the coolest wedding
required the right footage to
aid and enhance these
celebrations,” says Ali.

A

PHOTO: HTCS

Shadaa in Punjabi means
an unmarried person
beyond the eligible age of
marriage but this film has
also coined a new word
Shadee, the female
equivalent to this male
word. Diljit Dosanjh is
playing a character who
wants to get married but
was unable to because he
was always chasing the
wrong path and Neeru
Bajwa plays the character of

woman who doesn’t need a
man in her life. This is the
perfect formula for a
comedy romance
blockbuster! Written and
directed by Jagdeep Sidhu,
the director of the
blockbuster film Qismat,
produced by Atul Bhalla,
Amit Bhalla of A&A
Advisors and Anurag Singh,
Aman Gill, Pawan Gill of
Brat Films, it releases
worldwide on June 21, 2019.

n

‘I MIGHT GET
INTO POLITICS
IN THE FUTURE’
Pooja Sharma

ayush Sharma believes in
giving back to the society.
Recently, the actor
helped schools in his
hometown, Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, to include
extracurricular activities as
part of their curriculum. He
took up this initiative to help
children provide platform to
hone their different skills. The
actor says he also wants to set
up a school in the future. He
adds, “There is an amazing
pool of talent in Himachal
Pradesh, but they don’t have
the opportunity to showcase
their talents. With time, I
want to open a film school in

A

Himachal. We have IIT in
Himachal, then why not a film
school?”
Aayush hails from a family
of politicians. On asking if he
has political ambitions too, he
says, “Never say never! I do
have political opinions, which
I suppress now because I’m an
actor and I don’t want to get
into any unnecessary
controversy. In future, I might
get into politics if I feel I can
bring some change.” Talking
further about his hometown
the Loveyatri (2018) actor adds
that he really misses the
mountains. “As a kid, I would
trek every day and find
beautiful locations where
nobody would go. I’m waiting
for my son (Ahil) to grow
up so that I take him on a trek
with me. Mumbai is my home
and Mumbaikars have been
really welcoming,” says
Aayush.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Aayush
Sharma

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Kevin Hart sued for
assault and battery
Kevin Hart was
in news last
year after his
old homophobic
tweets led to
him stepping
down as Oscar
host PHOTO:

A

‘DIDN’TWANTTO BE
SOCIALJUSTICE GIRL’
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/AVADUVERNAY

ilmmaker Ava DuVernay
says she was initially
averse to making films on
sociopolitical subjects. The
director said after receiving
critical acclaim for her films
Middle of Nowhere (2012) and
Selma (2014), every other
script that came her way
revolved around slavery.
“For a long time I didn’t
want to be social justice girl.
After Middle of Nowhere,
Selma and then 13th (2016), I
get every slavery script,” she
revealed.
“After A Wrinkle in Time
(2018), all I wanted was to tell
something true, and
something that was real, and I
went right back to the place I
said I didn’t want to go. I
realised, ‘You are social
justice girl — social justice
woman’. And that’s ok,” the
Oscar-nominated director
added, while speaking at The
Hollywood Reporter’s TV
Director Roundtable.
DuVernay’s latest project,
the web series When They See
Us, centres around the
Central Park Five — five
black and Hispanic teenagers
accused of rape and assault of
a white woman in 1989.
DuVernay said the
probability of being “pigeonholed” in the industry or
emerging a role model
because of the projects she

F

CHRISTOPHER
POLK/AFP

ctor-comedian Kevin Hart
is facing a lawsuit from a
woman who claims that
she was injured by a member
of his security team.
Carmen Marrero alleged
that one of his security guards,
who she referred to as John
Doe, caused her “to fall and
sustain serious personal
injuries” while Hart was
being escorted out of a
building in New York City in
January, People quoted the
documents obtained by The
Blast.
Marrero has accused the

guard of assault and battery
alleging that she was
“seriously and permanently
injured” from the incident.
She is seeking unspecified
damages.
According to People, the
incident is believed to have
taken place around the same
time Hart pulled out of Oscars
last year in December on
account of his homophobic
tweets from the past.
Hart is known for films such
as Ride Along (2014), Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle (2017),
ANI
and Night School (2018).

This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s a
very intimate process,
the choosing... these
films are my children.
AVA DUVERNAY
FILMMAKER

Stills from Elton John’s
biopic Rocketman and
(below) Freddie Mercury’s
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody

veers towards does not affect
her anymore.
However, she said choosing
to direct a particular project
is an “intimate process”.
“This is what lives on when
I’m done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I’ve got
to just like it for myself. I’m
tethered to these things for
years. I also don’t have
children — these films are my
children, these projects are
my children. My name is on
this, that matters to me. This
is what lives on when I’m
done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I trust
myself enough to know I’m
not choosing things that are
irresponsible for myself, so
they wouldn’t be
irresponsible to the people
who may look up to me for
whatever reason,” she
PTI
explained.

Josh returns to the small screen with a thriller-drama
earl Harbor (2001) star
Josh Hartnett is set to
star in the thriller series,
Paradise Lost. According to
The Hollywood Reporter, the
10-episode show will also
feature actors Bridget Regan,
Barbara Hershey, and Nick
Nolte.
The series revolves around
a psychiatrist (played by
Regan) who moves from
California to her husband’s

P

(played by Hartnett)
hometown in Mississippi,
where she uncovers
secrets that change
the lives of everybody
involved.
Rodes Fishburne has
created and written the series.
He is also attached as an
executive producer and
showrunner. Arika Lisanne
Mittman and John Lee
Hancock will serve as co-

showrunners. Hancock will
direct the pilot episode.
The release date of the
show is yet to be announced.
Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and 30
Days of Night (2007). His
production credits include
August (2008) and 6 Below:
Miracle on the Mountain
(2017).

PTI

ctor Richard Madden said
playing the role of a war
veteran with post
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) in the hit TV show
Bodyguard took a toll on him.
The 32-year-old portrayed
the role of David Budd who is
assigned to protect
controversial politician-home
secretary Julia Montague
(played by actor Keeley
Hawes), while dealing with
PTSD at the same time.
Madden said there was a
point when he thought he
needed to “stop doing this” for
a while.
“It weighed very heavy on
me. You spend more time in
someone else’s clothes, saying
someone else’s words,
thinking someone else’s
thoughts. You do lose a bit of
yourself. I’m not a method

A

IKON’S FRONTMAN
QUITS OVER DRUG
ALLEGATIONS
outh Korean popstar, Kim
Hanbin, better known as
B.I., has released a
statement in which he has
confirmed that he has quit his
group, iKON. The statement
came from the 22-year-old after
he was accused of purchasing
marijuana and LSD, back in
2016.
“I apologise for the
inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true
that I once wanted to rely on
things that were so hard and
painful that I should not even
have an interest. But I was also
scared... However, I am also
ashamed and sorry to all of you
and the members who are
greatly disappointed and hurt...
I want to leave my team and
humbly reflect on my mistakes.
I apologise once again for your
heartfelt sympathy...,” read his
statement on social media.
Purchasing drugs is a
serious offence in South Korea.
If convicted, he could face up to
four years in prison. iKON’s
management company, too,
released a statement
confirming Hanbin’s departure
from the group.
A section of fans kick started
an online petition asking the
company to reinstate him, as
they feel that Hanbin did
“nothing worth ending his
whole career” — the singer
only admitted to considering
drug purchase, and not
actually going through with it
HTC
or using anything.
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Josh Hartnett has
earlier starred in
films such as
Wicker Park
(2004) and
30 Days of Night
(2007)

Maddenfeltbroken
afterBodyguard

A still from
Bodyguard
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actor in any way, but you get a
huge hangover from this. At
the end of this, I felt very
isolated and broken, much like
the character was,” he said at
The Hollywood Reporter’s
Drama Actor Roundtable.
The actor, who shot to
global fame with Game of
Thrones, said he spoke to some
soldiers to research for the
role, adding it was “tough” to
get them to open up.
“They really don’t want to
talk about it. PTSD is
something that people live
with everyday. It can be a
really trickling level of
anxiety you constantly live
with, or paranoia, or panic
attacks,” he said, adding that
his goal was “to humanise
PTSD within someone who is
in complete denial about it”.

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHXXBI131

Freddie Mercury was
almost in Rocketman
ilmmaker Dexter Fletcher
came very close to giving
Rami Malek’s Freddie
Mercury a cameo in Elton
John’s biopic, Rocketman.
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
and Rocketman have many
overlapping common
elements, connecting the two
films. Fletcher, who directed
the 2018 film after the original
director Bryan Singer was
fired halfway through the
process, helmed Rocketman
in its entirety.
Another common point is
that both films used their
subjects’ music as the soul of
the stories and feature
LGBTQ protagonists.
But most significantly, the
two films feature John Reid,
who managed both Queen and
Elton John at the peak of their
careers.
Flirting with this very
common string, Fletcher
thought of adding Freddie
Mercury’s special appearance
in John’s biopic.
“There was an idea I had at
one point, where Elton is in a
restaurant with his mother. I
thought John Reid (played by
Richard Madden) and Freddie
could be at another table and
they wave at each other,”
Entertainment Weekly
quoted Fletcher’s interview
with Gay Star News.
However, he finally decided
against it. “That would have
been amazing, but it didn’t

F

come to pass. It would have
been a little too knowing. I’m
not looking to set out to make
a cinematic universe,” the
filmmaker asserted.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a
biopic based on the life of
Queen frontman Freddie
Mercury, who is
played by Rami Malek in the
film.
After massive success at
box office, the film ended up
collecting a numerous
accolades — including best
actor wins for Malek at
Academy Awards, Golden
Globe, Screen Actors Guild,
and Bafta.
On the other hand, the
Taron Egerton-starrer
Rocketman follows Elton
John’s journey — starting
from a young piano prodigy
named Reginald Dwight to a
rock star struggling with
addiction who finally finds his
way to sobriety.

ANI
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It is about time that a healthy lifestyle is
adopted. An investment opportunity
needs to be weighed properly, before
committing your money. Pressure of
work is set to increase. A pressing
domestic problem will be resolved to the
satisfaction of all. A long vacation with
partner is indicated for some. You may think
in terms of buying or selling property, as stars

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR/PUNJAB
FR I DAY, JUN E 14 , 2 0 1 9

Lucy Hale: The American actor, known for her role
in TV shows Pretty Little Liars, turns 30 today.

appear favourable.

Those feeling unwell for sometime are
likely to recover quickly. The time is ripe
to add to your financial assets. Today,
you may get the opportunity to further
your aims both on the professional and
personal fronts. A vacation is on the
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
cards, but reservation may become a
problem. Getting the best price for a house
or property may become problematic and force
you to rethink. Academically, you are likely to excel.

You move towards total fitness. Spending
without a set plan is likely to make you
touch savings. You are likely to get a
chance to spend an enjoyable time with
someone close today. Those seeking a
break from the routine can expect to go
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
on an enjoyable vacation. A new
acquisition will meet your aim of keeping up
with the Joneses. You will need to be quick on
the academic front, before the pressure overwhelms you.

Daily workouts promise to work wonders
for your health, but you will need to be
regular. Earning is likely to improve and
will help ward off an expected financial
crunch. A lot is happening on the home
CANCER
front, so expect to enjoy an exciting time
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
today. Commuting can eat into your
leisure time today. Moving to a new place
will be like a breath of fresh air. A satisfactory
performance on the academic front may come as a big relief for some.

Love Focus: You get the opportunity to impress someone on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Newlyweds are likely to plan out a short vacation
together.

Love Focus: Pop the question only if you are certain of the answer,
otherwise don’t rush things and spend some more time together!

Love Focus: Those craving companionship will need to cast their net
wider.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Golden

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will take positive steps towards
achieving perfect health. You will be in a
position to earn well and party hard!
Homemakers may find it cumbersome
to effect changes at home. Travelling on
a business trip may not bring the
expected returns, but you will still benefit.
This is a good time to invest in property. A
family youngster is likely to make you proud by
his or her achievements.

Peak physical fitness is assured for those
working out. Try what you may, making
your mark in a totally different field will
be difficult. Spouse or a family member
may have lined up a surprise for you
today. Pilgrimage may help in evolving
spiritually. Time is ripe to buy property.
Admission to the institute or university of
choice may become a reality for some,
especially those aspiring to study abroad.

Choosing the best from several health
options may appear confusing. Your
initiative to open new avenues of
earning may meet with partial success.
Do your bit for a family elder to avoid
getting into an embarrassing situation.
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
Travelling may prove therapeutic for
some. Those thinking of renovation may be
forced to shelve the project for some time. Your
example as a role model may be quoted on the academic front.

Irregular eating may not be in your favour.
Someone you had been banking on for
monetary assistance may back out at the
last moment. Chances of bagging a
lucrative assignment look real, so keep
at it. Some turbulence on the domestic
SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
front is in store, but don’t escalate
matters. Smooth going is indicated for
those on a long journey. Feeling paranoid about
a property deal may not be without basis, so remain alert. Admission
to a prestigious institute may become a reality for some.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Love and passion can dominate your mind today, so plan
on a most happening evening!

Love Focus: Channelising all your energy in wooing the one you like
is certain to brighten your chances for romance.

Love Focus: Your brooding nature may not let you enjoy lover’s
company.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light Blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Pink

A lucrative investment opportunity can
tempt you, but take the suggestions of
others before putting in money. Your
skills and expertise will prove your
biggest assets in getting established in
a new job. Health may cause concern,
SAGITTARIUS
but will be nothing serious. A family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
friend is likely to give good health advice.
Those in love may plan an outing together.
Success is ordained for those involved in a property dispute.

Neglecting seasonal changes may lead to
illness, so take adequate precautions. A
financial issue is likely to go in your
favour. You will manage to convince
business partner about your pet project.
Travelling long distance by road may not
CAPRICORN
be too comfortable, due to frequent
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
delays and traffic jams. Some of you are set
to shift into a bigger house. Those pursuing
higher studies will be able to make good progress.

New approach to a nagging health problem
will help in dealing with it better. Gains
from various sources will keep the
coffers brimming. A competition that
had instilled fear in you will be aced
without much difficulty. Witnessing an
AQUARIUS
event with family is on the cards for some.
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
A long journey may prove tiring and boring.
Some of you are set to shift into a bigger home.
Someone may be following your progress on the academic front.

You manage to remain healthy. Repaying a
loan may pose some difficulties, so start
cutting corners. Support of a well-wisher
at work will prove a morale booster and
lighten the workload. Constant
interruptions are likely to prevent you
PISCES
from having a relaxing time at home.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Travellers will experience a smooth journey.
A new acquisition can put you in the exclusive
club. Academic success is possible, but not without efforts.

Love Focus: Look your best if you want to win the heart of the one
you secretly love.

Love Focus: You may find lover at his or her complaining best; handle
them with patience.

Love Focus: Someone is likely to invite you over today for a cosy time
together!

Love Focus: You are likely to express your feelings to someone you
have a soft corner for.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Dark Blue

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Love Focus: Time is ripe for popping the question to your beloved.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Pardesi Pardesi from Raja
Hindustani (1995) was sampled for
the song BKAB that is heard in the
film V For Vendetta (2005).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3116
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

T

edged sword”, Tisca says, “If
you are not clicked then that
means there is no demand for
your picture and then, on the
other hand, you say ‘hum
Juhu beach pe ja kar bhelpuri
tak nahi kha sakte.’ Arey ghar
mangwa lo na bhai agar
bhelpuri khani hai toh. If you
want to be clicked, you will be
clicked but if you don’t want it,
you can avoid it too. Everyone
can live a private life, except
for a few big stars.” says the
actor, currently seen in a web
series.
Taking a dig, Tisca further
adds, “There are many who
pretend to be private and then
say that ‘hum to nahi chahte ki
hamari photo kheenche but ye
kheench lete hai.’ That’s
nonsense.” The actor says she
enjoys being clicked but there
is just one condition. “I just
don’t like people taking my
photos when I am eating as I
feel it’s very intrusive. Other
than that, please take my
pictures.”
Many have pointed out how
the paparazzi culture is a
menace for celebrity kids. So,
how does her six-year-old
daughter react to this? “My
daughter does not like people
taking my pictures because
she feels possessive. She also
gets irritated at airports and
restaurants. So, I request them
to ask her if she is okay with
them taking my picture. On
some days, she is okay with it
and on some days, she isn’t. So
they have to go away and they
do listen to kids,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Eaves, rotor, stilts, meninx
ANSWER: I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks to the
exterminator. - Emo Philips (used in Times)

he airports have evolved
into fashion runways, all
thanks to celebrities
turning up in their stylish best
as they fly in and out. And this
trend of dressing up — high
heels and designer clothes —
for airports has caught up with
many in Bollywood, but Tisca
Chopra prefers to exclude
herself from this lot. “It is
important to be presentable,”
she continues, “I personally
can’t wear heels to the airport.
That’s not going to work for
me. I mean how the hell would
I manage that and why would I
want to be so uncomfortable? I
like being stylish but at the
same time there has to be a
certain level of practicality.”
The paparazzi culture is
still new in our country but it
has also become quite big in no
time, and celebrities are
hounded by them almost
everywhere they go — be it
gyms, restaurants, salons or
events. Calling it a “double-

I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks
to the ____.
- Emo Philips (used in Tiimes) (12)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ican’twearheels
totheairport:
TiscaChopra

SVAE E
OTORR
LS S I T T
EIN MNX

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Salman told me, ‘You look like a fat
cow’: Rohit Roy on his weight loss
journey

MOVIES ON TV

Sangeeta Yadav
oon after he posted his
physical transformation
pictures on social media
recently, actor Rohit Roy was
flooded with messages and
comments. While the first
picture was from when he
weighed 90kg, the second gave
a glimpse of his fitter self after
he shed 12kg. The 50-year-old
opens up about how the
weight gain adversely
impacted his life and career,
and how getting back in shape
helped him bag the film Paltan
(2018), and an upcoming TV
soap as well.

S

Your physical transformation looks
incredible. How did it come about?
I did a Bengali film, Mrs Sen,
in 2013, for which I had to put
on 10kg. But after the film got
over, I took it easy and
ballooned up to 90kg, which
I’ve never been. For the last
couple of years, I’ve been a
little erratic in terms of my
fitness and eating habits. So,
now was the time to get back in
shape.
All this time when you had this
extra weight on — did it affect your

Shaolin Soccer
at 1712

Rohit Roy posted these pictures
of his transformation on
Instagram recently. He went
from 90kg to 78kg
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/ROHITROY500

health or work?
Yes, it took a toll on my selfconfidence and self-esteem
because I didn’t look the same.
I lost the confidence to meet
people. On the work front, I
must have called everybody I
could think of to seek work. But
none of them offered me
anything. You have friends,
they know you and also that
you are a talented actor, but
then it doesn’t work that way.
Was that the point you decided to
shed those extra pounds?
It was my mother, and actor
Salman Khan who encouraged
me to lose weight. One day, my
mum asked, ‘Beta, don’t you
think you’ve gained a little
weight?’ That made me realise
that I had become fat. Later,
while playing Celebrity Cricket
League in Ahmedabad, I got

hurt and was not able to play
one day. And at that time,
Salman told me, ‘You look like
a fat cow. How do you think
you are going to get work?’
That was the last thing I
wanted to hear. This made me
hit the gym and lose weight.

How difficult was the whole
process of transformation?
Losing weight isn’t rocket
science. Just keep it simple.
I started having four to five
meals daily and going to the
gym twice a day. I stopped
drinking. I eat a lot of protein
with very little carbs. I don’t
like wheat as it makes me feel
bloated. I’ve almost stopped
eating bread. I do indulge once
in a while and have pizza. It
took me six to eight months to
see its effect on my body.
Though people are praising my
transformation, I still feel
there’s a long way to go.

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 IP Man 3
1136 Spy Kids 3-D:
Game Over
1308 Mission Impossible –
Ghost Protocol
1525 XXX: State of The
Union
1712 Shaolin Soccer
1903 The Tuxedo
2100 War of The Worlds
2312 The Hangover Part III

Captain America: The First
Avenger at 1438
1039 Shanghai Noon
1246 Cars 3
1438 Captain America: The First
Avenger
1654 The Marine
1848 The Expendables 2
2050 Men In Black 3
2302 Taken 3

Vinashak: Destroyer at 1430

Men In Black
at 2309

1125 Ghar Sansar
1430 Vinashak: Destroyer
1715 Hum Hai Players
2000 Boss
2300 Chandramukhi Ka Badla

1028 Double Dhamaal
1327 Happy New Year
1705 Return of Raju
2000 Wanted
2309 Men In Black

Inferno at 1548
1010 U.S. Marshals
1219 Going In Style
1354 The Ring
1548 Inferno
1749 Mousehunt
1922 A Cinderella Story
2101 Blended
2302 Beverly Hills Ninja

Secret Superstar at 1149
0921 Circus Car
1149 Secret Superstar
1502 Munna Michael
1756 Time Story
2100 Mahaabali
2327 Khiladi Khel Ka
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AUBREY, KUMAIL
TO PRESENT
MTV AWARDS
The movie shows how the lead character struggles when he accidentally lands in Pakistan’s
territory.

Scheduled to be held on June 17, MTV Movie and
TV Awards 2019 has released its star-studded
list of presenters

HTCS

Munda Faridkotia all set to
hit theatres today
he much awaited
Roshan Prince and
Sharan Kaur movie
Munda Faridkotia will be on
silver screens today.
The movie is a comedy
satire based on a character
who lives in Faridkot.
Born and raised in
Faridkot, Farid Singh Brar
loves his homeland and
spends his time between
farming and hanging out
with his best friend Maddi.
Farid’s mother is frustrated
from his aimless lifestyle
and gives him an ultimatum
to move to Canada. A
disheartened Farid prays at

T

a dargah to grant him one
wish, to somehow let him
stay in Faridkot. The next
morning he wakes up to find
his wish granted. The only
problem is that the Faridkot
he ended up in is a village in
Pakistan! What follows
forms the crux of the
comedy Munda Faridkotia.
The movie, produced
under the banner of
Dalmora Films, shows how
the lead character struggles
to survive when he
accidentally lands in
Pakistan’s territory.
Fearing that he is from
other nation, this character

CHARACTER FARID
SINGH BRAR LOVES
HIS HOMELAND
FARIDKOT AND
SPENDS HIS TIME
BETWEEN FARMING
AND HANGING
OUT WITH FRIENDS

Singer Jonita
Gandhi on the
global appeal of
Indian pop and
her love for
indie music

SHUTTERSTOCK

Sangeeta Yadav
hile some may feel that
working in a femalecentric film takes away
the spotlight from the male
actors, actor Amol Parashar
begs to differ and says he has
no qualms in working with an
all-women team. So, when he
was approached to work
opposite actors Konkona
Sensharma and Bhumi
Pednekar in Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare, he
didn’t give a second thought
and grabbed the offer.
“Who doesn’t want to work
with an ace producer like Ekta
Kapoor, director Alankrita
Shrivastava and co-stars
Konkona Sensharma and
Bhumi Pednekar?” Amol asks,
adding, “When I am
approached for any project, I
don’t think about what the film
centres around or whether it is
a female-centric film or malecentric film. I never question
who is going to be on the
poster. What matters to me is
what kind of energy you bring
to the sets.”
For the 29-year-old actor,
who has earlier worked in
films such as Rocket Singh:
Salesman of the Year (2009),
Babloo Happy Hai (2014) and
Traffic (2016), it has been a
conscious decision “to do
something interesting rather
than just be in any film for the
sake of it.”
What matters the most to
him are the people he’s
working with. “You never

W

ctors Aubrey Plaza,
Kumail Nanjiani, Dave
Bautista, and Jameela
Jamil are among the
Hollywood stars who will be
presenting at the MTV Awards
2019.
According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the line-up for this
year’s movie and television
awards also includes Daniel
Levy, David Spade, Kiernan
Shipka, Maude Apatow, Mj
Rodriguez, Shameik Moore,

A

and Storm Reid. Both the red
carpet and the award ceremony
will be streamed live.
New categories were
introduced in this edition,
including reality royalty, most
meme-able moment, and best
real-life hero. Game of
Thrones, RBG, and Avengers:
Endgame lead the nominations
list.The awards ceremony, to
be hosted by Shazam! actor
Zachary Levi, will be held on
June 17.
PTI

Sophie off to Spain for
her bachelorette party

etter late than never!
Actor Sophie Turner
recently decided to jet off
for a fun bachelorette party,
weeks after her secret Las
Vegas wedding with singer
Joe Jonas.
Turner flew all the way to
Benidorm, Spain, with her
gang of girlfriends, including
Game Of Thrones co-star
Maisie Williams, to celebrate
her upcoming second wedding
ceremony. The Spanish
Princess fame Nadia Parkes
also attended the bash.
According to a report by Us
Weekly, they landed in Spain

B

Samarth Goyal

S

n

PHOTOS:

pretends to be mute to stay
away from difficulties.
Sharan Kaur, a TV
actress who’s making debut
in Punjabi film, said she
underwent some
transformations to fit into
her character named
Mariyam.

‘Hope to see indie music
thrive’

inger-songwriter Jonita
Gandhi is quite positive
about the future of Indian
pop music, and feels
global audiences are slowly but
surely opening up to it.
“Audiences around the globe
are more open to Indian music
than ever before. More
collaborations are happening
between languages and genres
than we’ve seen or heard in the
past, and so it does seem
possible that Indian music will
find its place in the West and on
the world stage,” says Jonita,
who is known for her singles
such as Allah Duhai Hai (Race
3, 2018), Bas Tu Hai (3 Storeys,
2018) and Gilehriyaan (Dangal,
2016).
The 29-year-old feels the
resurgence of non-film music
in India is one of the many
reasons why Indian music is
going global. “Independent
music is more artist-focussed,
whereas Bollywood music is
actor-focussed. As an artist, I’m
always happy to see
independent music thrive. I
hope to see this trend
continue,” says the singer, who
recently released her
independent single, Haaye Oye,
which was composed by
Tareefan-fame composer,
Qaran.
“When he approached me to
collaborate on an acoustic
version of his hit song, Haaye
Oye, I thought of it as a fun
challenge. I feel we really gave
the song a new colour by
slowing it down and stripping
down the arrangement to
mostly guitar and voice,” says
Jonita.
The singer adds that it is
important for artists, especially
musicians, to stay relevant.
“New content is coming out
every day, and it’s tough
to stay relevant. For me, one of
the most valuable things I try to
do is to keep my eyes, ears, and
mind open. Listening to a
variety of music and
being open to trying new things
with every project you
undertake can really make a
difference,” she signs off.

‘I never question who’s
going to be on the
poster of the film’

Aubrey Plaza;
(right) Kumail
Nanjiani

on Sunday for the festivities.
While Sophie has not updated
her Instagram feed with the
bachelorette party posts, the
Dark Phoenix star’s close
friend Blair Noel Croce shared
pictures from the private jet.
“We can’t have nice things. The
entire plane spilled their
McDonald’s & drinks on take
off. Bless that flight attendant’s
heart,” she captioned it.
Sophie and Joe had
surprised the world when, after
their stunning appearance at
the Billboard Music Awards in
May, they got hitched in Vegas.
It was all thanks to

When I am approached
for a project, I don’t
think about what the
film centres around.
What matters to me is
that what kind of
energy you bring to the
sets.
AMOL PARASHAR
ACTOR
know what the film turns out
to be at the end. But if you have
a director like Alankrita as the
captain of the ship, who you
know isn’t going to write and
direct something randomly,
you just trust the directors
blindly. That’s why I didn’t
want to lose the opportunity to
work with people like that,”
Amol signs off.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Actor Sophie
Turner
American DJ Diplo — who
broke the news on social media
by posting a series of Instagram
stories from the private
ceremony — that the world got
know about the wedding.
During a Canadian Radio
show, Joe revealed that his
folks, like everyone else, found
out about the nuptials through
social media.
ANI

A still from
the song
Bekhayali
from Kabir
Singh

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Song
Bekhayali
Slow Motion
Chashni
Hook Up Song
Tujhe Kitna Chahne Lage
Mere Sohneya
The Jawaani Song

8. Kudiye Ni
9. Tu Mila Toh Haina
10. Hauli Hauli

Album
Kabir Singh
Bharat
Bharat
Student Of The Year 2
Kabir Singh
Kabir Singh
Student Of The Year 2
Aparshakti Khurana
and Neeti Mohan
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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SPIELBERG’SSTANDCOST
DOUGLASCANNESGLORY?
Actor Michael
Douglas blames
director Steven
Spielberg’s bias
against TV for
not winning at
Cannes 2013

eteran actor and star of
Wall Street and Fatal
Attraction (both 1987),
Michael Douglas believes
filmmaker Steven Spielberg’s
anti-television stand cost him
the best actor trophy at the 2013
Cannes Film Festival.
Douglas starred in Steven
Soderbergh’s TV film Behind
the Candelabra alongside actor
Matt Damon. The movie had its
world premiere at the Cannes
Film Festival and was among
the contenders for the coveted
Palme d’Or trophy, the highest
award at the film festival.
Spielberg served as the
president of the jury that year.
Appearing on Variety’s
Actor on Actor series with
Benicio del Toro, the 74-yearold actor said many people told
him that he was “favourite” for

Steven Spielberg (inset)
was head of the Cannes jury
in 2013, the year Michael
Douglas was among the
favourites to win Best Actor
for his TV film Behind the
Candelabra

PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

V

the award, which was bagged
by Bruce Dern for Nebraska.
“The word was I was the
favourite for the best actor
award. (Spielberg) put the
kibosh on that, because it was a
[TV network] film. So, when I
now see this argument and beef
about Showtime or Netflix, in
this case, doing feature films,
I think they’ve got to get this
resolved,” he said.

Spielberg, director of the
acclaimed 1971 TV film Duel,
last year made headlines after
the veteran filmmaker said
once “you commit to a
television format, you’re a TV
movie” and argued that if “it’s
good, it deserved an Emmy and
not an Oscar. His comments
had sparked a debate in
Hollywood about whether
movies distributed by a top

streaming
platform with a
limited theatrical release
deserve Oscar recognition. PTI

PHOTO:
ANGELA
WEISS/AFP

Model Behati Prinsloo feels
lucky for maternity break

Joe Jonas and
Sophie Turner
got married in
May this year
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Theword‘bombshell’makes
MargotRobbieblowup
ctor Margot Robbie
says she takes issues
when someone calls her
a ‘bombshell’.
In an interview with
Vogue, the 28-year-old actor
said she hates the word as she
does not associate with it in
any way. “I hate that word. I
hate it so much. I feel like a
brat saying that because there
are worse things, but I’m not
a bombshell. I’m not someone
who walks in a room and the
record stops and people turn
like, ‘Look at that woman.’
That doesn’t happen,” the I,
Tonya (2017) actor says.
“People who know me, if
they had to sum me up in one
word I don’t know what that
word would be, but I’m
certain it would not be
bombshell,” she adds.
The actor, who recently
formed her own production
banner, said her priority is to
back women-led projects.
“My love and passion for
female filmmakers doesn’t
mean I suddenly don’t like
male-driven films. And that’s
an important argument to
make — so that men go see
films about women, by
women. If it’s a good film,
they’ll be able to relate,”
added The Wolf of Wall
Street (2013) actor.
The actor is now gearing
up for the release of Quentin
Tarantino’s upcoming feature
Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood. The film, which
also features Leonardo
DiCaprio, Brad Pitt and Al
Pacino, is scheduled to be
released in July this year. PTI

A

I feel like a brat saying
that because there are
worse things, but I’m
not a bombshell. I’m
not someone who
walks in a room and
the record stops and
people turn like, ‘Look
at that woman.’ That
doesn’t happen
MARGO ROBBIE ACTOR

Margot Robbie recently
formed her own production
house
PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/AFP

Right:
Behati
Prinsloo (R)
and with
husband,
singer Adam
Levine (far
right) PHOTO:

Why Joe, Sophie chose
Vegas to tie the knot
inger Joe Jonas and actor
Sophie Turner who tied
the knot a few months ago
answered the most pressing
question about their marriage
— why they chose Vegas to
exchange the vows.
“We had to do a legal
marriage before we did a really
big one. It was either the
courthouse, or our version, and
I preferred our version,” the 29year-old singer told Harper’s
Bazaar in a recent interview.
While the Dark Phoenix
star and the Jonas Brothers
musician took their fans by
surprise when they got married
immediately after
the 2019 Billboard Music
Awards, Turner earlier
disclosed that the decision
wasn’t that spontaneous as
many believed it was.
“I think because there are so
many annulments and

S

AVICII’S ALBUM
TIM RELEASED
POSTHUMOUSLY

divorces, you can’t just get the
license at the chapel now, so it
does take a little bit of
planning,” the Game of
Thrones star explained.
According to People, the
couple applied for registering
their marriage in Clark
County, Nevada, just before
the ceremony.
American DJ Diplo was the
first one to break the news on
social media. He posted a series
of Instagram stories from the
private ceremony. The stories
featured the couple together at
the aisle alongside the other
Jonas brothers.
Country stars Dan + Shay
serenaded the attendees with
an acoustic version of their
song Speechless. According to a
report by E Online, the newly
wed couple swapped ring pops
instead of wedding bands.

ANI

INSTAGRAM/
BEHATI
PRINSLOO

fter taking a three-year
break to take care of her
kids, supermodel Behati
Prinsloo says she ‘felt
energised’ and now is ready to
resume her work.
The 31-year-old Victoria’s
Secret model and wife of singer
Adam Levine said the break
she took every mom should be
able to have, reported Fox
News. “I think society puts so
much pressure on us as moms
and as working moms,” the
Namibian model said on
Wednesday.
“But I think it’s so important

A

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

to take that time. You know,
you’re not going to get it back.
A lot happens in your mind and
your body and I think it’s
important to really nurture
that and take care of yourself,”
she explains.
Adding that once one has
a kid, Prinsloo says it is
important to spend time with
them. “Because those first
years are so precious between
you and this tiny human that
you made,” she adds.
However, she does also
agree that many moms do not
have the luxury of a break.

wedish DJ Avicii’s new
album titled Tim has been
released by the music
label. The posthumous album’s
title follows from the artist’s
real name, Tim Bergling. The
DJ passed away in April last
year in Oman. Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
close friends and collaborators,
including Imagine Dragons,
Aloe Blacc and more worked on
completing the album. It took
around a year from his demise
to complete the 12-track LP.
The album also includes the

S

“I was very lucky to be able
to take time,” Prinsloo says.
“You know, not everybody has
that luxury, and I think that
should be a luxury every
mother has to take — I don’t
know, six months to a year and
work from home or don’t feel
that pressure to be back in the
office, so you can really
experience this moment in
time,” she explains.
She also elaborates how she
made sure not to burden
herself with expectations when
she started working again.
“I really didn’t put pressure
on myself. I felt healthy
pressure. I felt a healthy drive
to get back because I was
pregnant back-to-back and it
was, you know, it was crazy.
And I was like, I can’t do this
anymore,” Prinsloo laughs.
“I was excited to get back to
work, actually. And I didn’t go
on crazy diets and try to kill
myself to do it. But I was
motivated. I think back-to-back
pregnancies really motivate
you,” she adds.
Prinsloo and Levine got
married in 2014 and the
couple has two daughters
named Dusty Rose (2) and
ANI
Gio Grace (1).

single SOS, which released in
April 2019. The music label’s
UK arm tweeted, “Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
@VirginEMI are releasing the
music Tim was working on
before his passing. The 12track record ‘TIM’ continues
Avicii’s legacy as one of the
most beloved and respected
figures in music.” Producers of
Tim include Avicii, Carl Falk,
Vargas and Lagola, Albin
Nedler, Bonn, Lucas von
Bahder, and Arash Pournouri.

PTI
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‘IKNOWI’LLBE
COMPAREDTO
EMILYBLUNT’
Actor Parineeti Chopra says that she is
aware of people’s expectations, but hopes
that she will deliver with the new film

Juhi Chakraborty
or any actor, the biggest
achievement is when
they can get into the
skin of the character
and make it their own. And
Parineeti Chopra is one
such actor, who has never
shied away from going the
distance with her films and
the proof of it is her
filmography. Be it the feisty
Zoya in Ishaqzaade (2012), a
peculiar scientist Meeta in
Hasee Toh Phasee (2014) or her
small but impactful role of
Jeevani Kaur in her latest,
Kesari, Parineeti has always
challenged herself. Now, she is
set to star in the official
remake of 2016 Hollywood
thriller The Girl on the Train
will see her reprising the
hugely acclaimed role of the
protagonist essayed by Emily
Blunt.
But remakes are a tricky
territory especially when it
comes to popular films, and
comparisons, are inevitable.
So, is she fine with people
comparing her with the

F

Emily Blunt
PHOTO: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS

Hollywood actor? “Emily’s
performance in the original
film had blown my mind, and
it is a privilege for me to play
the character that she has
essayed so brilliantly on
screen. The restrain and range
she showed as an actor while
playing a girl who is troubled
and battling herself in the film
showed what a fantastic actor
she is,” says Parineeti.
The actor understands that
when one is starring in a
remake of a loved film, “there
are expectations to match the

original, if not better
it”. “So, I realise that
the audience will look at
our film and draw
comparisons to the
original as well as compare
my portrayal of the
protagonist to Emily’s,” adds
the 30-year-old actor.
However, Parineeti is quick
to add that rather than
thinking too much about the
comparisons, she wants to “do
my best to bring this character
to life for Indian audiences”.
She elaborates, “There is
nothing an actor in the remake
can do to steer away from this
conversation so the best way
to approach this film for me is
to embrace the fact that
parallels will be drawn. Since
the original film was so well
received by people, I’m hoping
my film will also receive equal
acclaim.”
Based on the 2015 best-seller
by Paula Hawkins, the film
narrates the story of a
divorcée woman who gets
entangled in a shocking
missing person’s investigation
that throws her life to the

Parineeti
Chopra

brink.
Parineeti
compliments
Emily for
giving her a
“super
reference
point” to
start her
prep for the
film.
“Emily has
brought to life
a character
from paper
and she
was
genius at it.
I will look to
try and add
my own rendition to
the character that people have
seen and loved so much. As an
actor, I have always wanted to
challenge myself and enjoy the
process of acting,” says
Parineeti, adding, “This role
gives me an opportunity to do
just that and showcase my
versatility even more. I hope it
will be interesting for people to
see how Emily and I performed
the same role with our
individual uniqueness.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

PHOTO: TWITTER/BTS_NIGHIT

BTS GOES
INTERGALACTIC
TS may be the biggest
stars on Earth right now,
but this latest move by
NASA is taking them up into
the stratosphere. According
to E! Online, the United
States’ National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
has confirmed that three
BTS songs — Mikrokosmos,
134340 and Moonchild—
will be making their way to
outer space on the federal
agency’s next moon
mission.

B

Shreya Mukherjee
inger Neeti Mohan, who
tied the knot with modelactor Nihar Pandya in
February this year, says
her “life could not have been
any better”. You can’t possibly
miss the glow and smile on
Neeti’s face as she starts
talking about Nihar.
“I am just way happier now,
and I feel it’s so beautiful to get
married. All this while I
thought [marriage] will take
away from my career and it
will only add to my
responsibilities. But I
somehow feel that the opposite
has happened,” shares Neeti,
who was in the Capital to
promote her latest song,
Kudiye Ni, with Aparshakti
Khurana.
“Happy and relaxed”, Neeti
feels blessed to have got the
most supportive husband and
in-laws. “Life has definitely
changed for the better. Also,
more than anything else, my
parents are happy. They
always told us [my sisters and
I] that ‘when you meet the
right person who just gets the
best out of you, life becomes
better’. So, I think I’m very

S

fortunate that way,” she
says.
While the couple
completes four months of
marital bliss this month,
their fans must be wondering
why their honeymoon
pictures haven’t made it to
the social media yet. To
which, Neeti says, “We are
going this weekend.”
Adding why they could not
make it happen earlier, she
says, “After I got married, I
started working immediately
and did not take a break. So,
finally, I have got some time
and managed a 15-day break,
so we can go for our
honeymoon. Nihar also
managed his schedule
accordingly. We will be going
to Switzerland and as soon as I
am back, I will get back to
work again.”
Unlike many female
celebrities, who take a
sabbatical after marriage,
Neeti calls herself lucky to
have got such an
understanding partner in
Nihar, who “understands me
and makes sure that I follow
my dreams.”
And then, Neeti goes on to
say how Nihar loves her songs
especially Nainowale Ne

DHARMENDRA TO
REPLACE VINOD
KHANNA?

alman Khan’s Dabangg 3
is slated to resume
shoot soon. Mystery that
remains unsolved is who
will play Salman-Arbaaz’s
father? Post Vinod Khanna’s
demise, the makers are
reportedly in search for a
new face. A recent news
report in Deccan Chronicle
suggests that Dharmendra
could be roped in. The
report states that Salman
Khan insists Dharmendra
should play his father.

S
Nihar Pandya and Neeti Mohan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETIMOHAN18

(Padmaavat; 2018), Jiya Re
(Jab Tak Hai Jaan; 2012), Ishq
Wala Love (Student of the
Year; 2012). “I remember, once
Sau Aasmaan (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) was playing
somewhere and Nihar said, ‘Is
this your song?’ and then he
told me how all this while, he
loved that song and my voice
but never knew it was me,” she
shares, adding with a laugh,
“But you know, he has to like
all my songs now, he has no
other option.”
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Bhushan Kumar and Sanjay Gupta
join hands for Mumbai Saga

PHOTO: HTCS
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Swiss
honeymoon
for Neeti
and Nihar

(From left,
second row):
Jackie Shroff,
Gulshan Grover,
John Abraham,
Bhushan Kumar,
Emraan Hashmi,
Sanjay Gupta,
Amole Gupte,
and Rohit Roy
(From left, front
row): Prateik
Babbar and
Suniel Shetty
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ith the completion of
25 years in Bollywood,
Sanjay Gupta is ready
to get back in the director’s
seat with Mumbai Saga — a
gangster drama, set in the
1980s-90s revolving around all
that went into transforming
Bombay into Mumbai.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series, this
ensemble cast film stars John

W

Abraham, Emraan Hashmi,
Jackie Shroff, Suniel Shetty,
Prateik Babbar, Gulshan
Grover, Rohit Roy, and Amole
Gupte, among others, and will
go on floors next month.
Speaking on the film,
Bhushan says, “Mumbai Saga
is our first film in the
gangster drama genre and
who better than Sanjay to
direct it. The film is inspired

by true events and yet the
characters are larger than
life. The entire cast will bring
so much to the table.”
An excited Sanjay adds,
“Twenty five years and 17
films later, I had to give my
audience something bigger
and better. Mumbai Saga is by
far my most ambitious film
which needed a visionary
producer. I am grateful to

ALI FAZAL TURNS
DIRECTOR FOR
BEST FRIEND’S
WEDDING FILM

Shadaagets40million
plusviewsonYouTube
E
ver since the trailer of
the highly anticipated
Punjabi Film Shadaa,
starring the
blockbuster jodi of Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru Bajwa,
launched less than three
weeks ago, followed by an
onslaught of eye-catching
and ear-filling songs one
after another, audiences
just can’t get enough of this
film! Shadaa has
accumulated more than 40
million views and more
than five lakh likes on
Youtube, which is an
unheard feat for any
Punjabi film. As the
summer heat heats the
season and Shadaa heats up
Youtube, Punjabi audiences
worldwide are getting ready
to heat up the box office,
later this month, when
Shadaa releases. This is the
fifth film of this blockbuster
duo, which has set new box
office benchmarks every
time they have come
together on screen with
their previous outings in
Jihne Mera Dil Luteya, Jatt
& Juliet 1 and 2, and
Sardaarji. This time they
are coming together after a
gap of four years and the
anticipation for Punjabi
audiences to see them
together on screen is
evident from the large
numbers this film’s content
is tracking online.
As stated by the
producers, “Shadaa is a
comedy romance examining
the pros and cons of
marriage and whether one
should marry or remain an
eternal bachelor, as shown
in the trailer with its funny
one-liners.”

Bhushan for putting his faith
and might in it. It is one such
story that needs to be told on
screen.”
Gulshan Kumar presents,
T-Series and White Feature
Films production, Mumbai
Saga is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Krishan Kumar and
Anuradha Gupta and directed
by Sanjay Gupta. The film is
likely to release in 2020. — HTC

Shreya Mukherjee
ctor Ali Fazal’s is wearing
two hats these days — one
of an actor and the other
of a director. He has two short
films, out of which, one is a
thriller, which will release
later this year and the second
one is inspired by the
legendary late actor Guru
Dutt. Though not a trained
director, the actor decided to
give direction a chance
because of his keen interest in
the field. Apart from these two
films, Ali recently also
directed a wedding film for his
best friend Vijay, which was
shot in Kochi.
Ali, who flew to Kochi with
his girlfriend Richa Chadha to
attend the occasion, not only
took part in all the ceremonies
but also fulfilled his promise of
making the film.
“It’s been a bunch of friends
whose lives since college
somehow revolved around the
movies. So, as luck would have
it, I had an idea about things.
All of us close friends have
been planning this for a while.
I just got a great team and
friend to shoot it and edit it.
Vijay and Amrita’s efforts on
creating the coolest wedding
required the right footage to
aid and enhance these
celebrations,” says Ali.

A

PHOTO: HTCS

Shadaa in Punjabi means
an unmarried person
beyond the eligible age of
marriage but this film has
also coined a new word
Shadee, the female
equivalent to this male
word. Diljit Dosanjh is
playing a character who
wants to get married but
was unable to because he
was always chasing the
wrong path and Neeru
Bajwa plays the character of

woman who doesn’t need a
man in her life. This is the
perfect formula for a
comedy romance
blockbuster! Written and
directed by Jagdeep Sidhu,
the director of the
blockbuster film Qismat,
produced by Atul Bhalla,
Amit Bhalla of A&A
Advisors and Anurag Singh,
Aman Gill, Pawan Gill of
Brat Films, it releases
worldwide on June 21, 2019.

n

‘I MIGHT GET
INTO POLITICS
IN THE FUTURE’
Pooja Sharma

ayush Sharma believes in
giving back to the society.
Recently, the actor
helped schools in his
hometown, Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, to include
extracurricular activities as
part of their curriculum. He
took up this initiative to help
children provide platform to
hone their different skills. The
actor says he also wants to set
up a school in the future. He
adds, “There is an amazing
pool of talent in Himachal
Pradesh, but they don’t have
the opportunity to showcase
their talents. With time, I
want to open a film school in

A

Himachal. We have IIT in
Himachal, then why not a film
school?”
Aayush hails from a family
of politicians. On asking if he
has political ambitions too, he
says, “Never say never! I do
have political opinions, which
I suppress now because I’m an
actor and I don’t want to get
into any unnecessary
controversy. In future, I might
get into politics if I feel I can
bring some change.” Talking
further about his hometown
the Loveyatri (2018) actor adds
that he really misses the
mountains. “As a kid, I would
trek every day and find
beautiful locations where
nobody would go. I’m waiting
for my son (Ahil) to grow
up so that I take him on a trek
with me. Mumbai is my home
and Mumbaikars have been
really welcoming,” says
Aayush.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Aayush
Sharma

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Kevin Hart sued for
assault and battery
Kevin Hart was
in news last
year after his
old homophobic
tweets led to
him stepping
down as Oscar
host PHOTO:

A

‘DIDN’TWANTTO BE
SOCIALJUSTICE GIRL’
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/AVADUVERNAY

ilmmaker Ava DuVernay
says she was initially
averse to making films on
sociopolitical subjects. The
director said after receiving
critical acclaim for her films
Middle of Nowhere (2012) and
Selma (2014), every other
script that came her way
revolved around slavery.
“For a long time I didn’t
want to be social justice girl.
After Middle of Nowhere,
Selma and then 13th (2016), I
get every slavery script,” she
revealed.
“After A Wrinkle in Time
(2018), all I wanted was to tell
something true, and
something that was real, and I
went right back to the place I
said I didn’t want to go. I
realised, ‘You are social
justice girl — social justice
woman’. And that’s ok,” the
Oscar-nominated director
added, while speaking at The
Hollywood Reporter’s TV
Director Roundtable.
DuVernay’s latest project,
the web series When They See
Us, centres around the
Central Park Five — five
black and Hispanic teenagers
accused of rape and assault of
a white woman in 1989.
DuVernay said the
probability of being “pigeonholed” in the industry or
emerging a role model
because of the projects she

F

CHRISTOPHER
POLK/AFP

ctor-comedian Kevin Hart
is facing a lawsuit from a
woman who claims that
she was injured by a member
of his security team.
Carmen Marrero alleged
that one of his security guards,
who she referred to as John
Doe, caused her “to fall and
sustain serious personal
injuries” while Hart was
being escorted out of a
building in New York City in
January, People quoted the
documents obtained by The
Blast.
Marrero has accused the

guard of assault and battery
alleging that she was
“seriously and permanently
injured” from the incident.
She is seeking unspecified
damages.
According to People, the
incident is believed to have
taken place around the same
time Hart pulled out of Oscars
last year in December on
account of his homophobic
tweets from the past.
Hart is known for films such
as Ride Along (2014), Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle (2017),
ANI
and Night School (2018).

This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s a
very intimate process,
the choosing... these
films are my children.
AVA DUVERNAY
FILMMAKER

Stills from Elton John’s
biopic Rocketman and
(below) Freddie Mercury’s
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody

veers towards does not affect
her anymore.
However, she said choosing
to direct a particular project
is an “intimate process”.
“This is what lives on when
I’m done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I’ve got
to just like it for myself. I’m
tethered to these things for
years. I also don’t have
children — these films are my
children, these projects are
my children. My name is on
this, that matters to me. This
is what lives on when I’m
done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I trust
myself enough to know I’m
not choosing things that are
irresponsible for myself, so
they wouldn’t be
irresponsible to the people
who may look up to me for
whatever reason,” she
PTI
explained.

Josh returns to the small screen with a thriller-drama
earl Harbor (2001) star
Josh Hartnett is set to
star in the thriller series,
Paradise Lost. According to
The Hollywood Reporter, the
10-episode show will also
feature actors Bridget Regan,
Barbara Hershey, and Nick
Nolte.
The series revolves around
a psychiatrist (played by
Regan) who moves from
California to her husband’s

P

(played by Hartnett)
hometown in Mississippi,
where she uncovers
secrets that change
the lives of everybody
involved.
Rodes Fishburne has
created and written the series.
He is also attached as an
executive producer and
showrunner. Arika Lisanne
Mittman and John Lee
Hancock will serve as co-

showrunners. Hancock will
direct the pilot episode.
The release date of the
show is yet to be announced.
Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and 30
Days of Night (2007). His
production credits include
August (2008) and 6 Below:
Miracle on the Mountain
(2017).

PTI

ctor Richard Madden said
playing the role of a war
veteran with post
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) in the hit TV show
Bodyguard took a toll on him.
The 32-year-old portrayed
the role of David Budd who is
assigned to protect
controversial politician-home
secretary Julia Montague
(played by actor Keeley
Hawes), while dealing with
PTSD at the same time.
Madden said there was a
point when he thought he
needed to “stop doing this” for
a while.
“It weighed very heavy on
me. You spend more time in
someone else’s clothes, saying
someone else’s words,
thinking someone else’s
thoughts. You do lose a bit of
yourself. I’m not a method

A

IKON’S FRONTMAN
QUITS OVER DRUG
ALLEGATIONS
outh Korean popstar, Kim
Hanbin, better known as
B.I., has released a
statement in which he has
confirmed that he has quit his
group, iKON. The statement
came from the 22-year-old after
he was accused of purchasing
marijuana and LSD, back in
2016.
“I apologise for the
inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true
that I once wanted to rely on
things that were so hard and
painful that I should not even
have an interest. But I was also
scared... However, I am also
ashamed and sorry to all of you
and the members who are
greatly disappointed and hurt...
I want to leave my team and
humbly reflect on my mistakes.
I apologise once again for your
heartfelt sympathy...,” read his
statement on social media.
Purchasing drugs is a
serious offence in South Korea.
If convicted, he could face up to
four years in prison. iKON’s
management company, too,
released a statement
confirming Hanbin’s departure
from the group.
A section of fans kick started
an online petition asking the
company to reinstate him, as
they feel that Hanbin did
“nothing worth ending his
whole career” — the singer
only admitted to considering
drug purchase, and not
actually going through with it
HTC
or using anything.
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Josh Hartnett has
earlier starred in
films such as
Wicker Park
(2004) and
30 Days of Night
(2007)

Maddenfeltbroken
afterBodyguard

A still from
Bodyguard
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actor in any way, but you get a
huge hangover from this. At
the end of this, I felt very
isolated and broken, much like
the character was,” he said at
The Hollywood Reporter’s
Drama Actor Roundtable.
The actor, who shot to
global fame with Game of
Thrones, said he spoke to some
soldiers to research for the
role, adding it was “tough” to
get them to open up.
“They really don’t want to
talk about it. PTSD is
something that people live
with everyday. It can be a
really trickling level of
anxiety you constantly live
with, or paranoia, or panic
attacks,” he said, adding that
his goal was “to humanise
PTSD within someone who is
in complete denial about it”.

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHXXBI131

Freddie Mercury was
almost in Rocketman
ilmmaker Dexter Fletcher
came very close to giving
Rami Malek’s Freddie
Mercury a cameo in Elton
John’s biopic, Rocketman.
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
and Rocketman have many
overlapping common
elements, connecting the two
films. Fletcher, who directed
the 2018 film after the original
director Bryan Singer was
fired halfway through the
process, helmed Rocketman
in its entirety.
Another common point is
that both films used their
subjects’ music as the soul of
the stories and feature
LGBTQ protagonists.
But most significantly, the
two films feature John Reid,
who managed both Queen and
Elton John at the peak of their
careers.
Flirting with this very
common string, Fletcher
thought of adding Freddie
Mercury’s special appearance
in John’s biopic.
“There was an idea I had at
one point, where Elton is in a
restaurant with his mother. I
thought John Reid (played by
Richard Madden) and Freddie
could be at another table and
they wave at each other,”
Entertainment Weekly
quoted Fletcher’s interview
with Gay Star News.
However, he finally decided
against it. “That would have
been amazing, but it didn’t

F

come to pass. It would have
been a little too knowing. I’m
not looking to set out to make
a cinematic universe,” the
filmmaker asserted.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a
biopic based on the life of
Queen frontman Freddie
Mercury, who is
played by Rami Malek in the
film.
After massive success at
box office, the film ended up
collecting a numerous
accolades — including best
actor wins for Malek at
Academy Awards, Golden
Globe, Screen Actors Guild,
and Bafta.
On the other hand, the
Taron Egerton-starrer
Rocketman follows Elton
John’s journey — starting
from a young piano prodigy
named Reginald Dwight to a
rock star struggling with
addiction who finally finds his
way to sobriety.

ANI
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It is about time that a healthy lifestyle is
adopted. An investment opportunity
needs to be weighed properly, before
committing your money. Pressure of
work is set to increase. A pressing
domestic problem will be resolved to the
satisfaction of all. A long vacation with
partner is indicated for some. You may think
in terms of buying or selling property, as stars
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Lucy Hale: The American actor, known for her role
in TV shows Pretty Little Liars, turns 30 today.

appear favourable.

Those feeling unwell for sometime are
likely to recover quickly. The time is ripe
to add to your financial assets. Today,
you may get the opportunity to further
your aims both on the professional and
personal fronts. A vacation is on the
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
cards, but reservation may become a
problem. Getting the best price for a house
or property may become problematic and force
you to rethink. Academically, you are likely to excel.

You move towards total fitness. Spending
without a set plan is likely to make you
touch savings. You are likely to get a
chance to spend an enjoyable time with
someone close today. Those seeking a
break from the routine can expect to go
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
on an enjoyable vacation. A new
acquisition will meet your aim of keeping up
with the Joneses. You will need to be quick on
the academic front, before the pressure overwhelms you.

Daily workouts promise to work wonders
for your health, but you will need to be
regular. Earning is likely to improve and
will help ward off an expected financial
crunch. A lot is happening on the home
CANCER
front, so expect to enjoy an exciting time
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
today. Commuting can eat into your
leisure time today. Moving to a new place
will be like a breath of fresh air. A satisfactory
performance on the academic front may come as a big relief for some.

Love Focus: You get the opportunity to impress someone on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Newlyweds are likely to plan out a short vacation
together.

Love Focus: Pop the question only if you are certain of the answer,
otherwise don’t rush things and spend some more time together!

Love Focus: Those craving companionship will need to cast their net
wider.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Golden

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will take positive steps towards
achieving perfect health. You will be in a
position to earn well and party hard!
Homemakers may find it cumbersome
to effect changes at home. Travelling on
a business trip may not bring the
expected returns, but you will still benefit.
This is a good time to invest in property. A
family youngster is likely to make you proud by
his or her achievements.

Peak physical fitness is assured for those
working out. Try what you may, making
your mark in a totally different field will
be difficult. Spouse or a family member
may have lined up a surprise for you
today. Pilgrimage may help in evolving
spiritually. Time is ripe to buy property.
Admission to the institute or university of
choice may become a reality for some,
especially those aspiring to study abroad.

Choosing the best from several health
options may appear confusing. Your
initiative to open new avenues of
earning may meet with partial success.
Do your bit for a family elder to avoid
getting into an embarrassing situation.
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
Travelling may prove therapeutic for
some. Those thinking of renovation may be
forced to shelve the project for some time. Your
example as a role model may be quoted on the academic front.

Irregular eating may not be in your favour.
Someone you had been banking on for
monetary assistance may back out at the
last moment. Chances of bagging a
lucrative assignment look real, so keep
at it. Some turbulence on the domestic
SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
front is in store, but don’t escalate
matters. Smooth going is indicated for
those on a long journey. Feeling paranoid about
a property deal may not be without basis, so remain alert. Admission
to a prestigious institute may become a reality for some.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Love and passion can dominate your mind today, so plan
on a most happening evening!

Love Focus: Channelising all your energy in wooing the one you like
is certain to brighten your chances for romance.

Love Focus: Your brooding nature may not let you enjoy lover’s
company.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light Blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Pink

A lucrative investment opportunity can
tempt you, but take the suggestions of
others before putting in money. Your
skills and expertise will prove your
biggest assets in getting established in
a new job. Health may cause concern,
SAGITTARIUS
but will be nothing serious. A family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
friend is likely to give good health advice.
Those in love may plan an outing together.
Success is ordained for those involved in a property dispute.

Neglecting seasonal changes may lead to
illness, so take adequate precautions. A
financial issue is likely to go in your
favour. You will manage to convince
business partner about your pet project.
Travelling long distance by road may not
CAPRICORN
be too comfortable, due to frequent
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
delays and traffic jams. Some of you are set
to shift into a bigger house. Those pursuing
higher studies will be able to make good progress.

New approach to a nagging health problem
will help in dealing with it better. Gains
from various sources will keep the
coffers brimming. A competition that
had instilled fear in you will be aced
without much difficulty. Witnessing an
AQUARIUS
event with family is on the cards for some.
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
A long journey may prove tiring and boring.
Some of you are set to shift into a bigger home.
Someone may be following your progress on the academic front.

You manage to remain healthy. Repaying a
loan may pose some difficulties, so start
cutting corners. Support of a well-wisher
at work will prove a morale booster and
lighten the workload. Constant
interruptions are likely to prevent you
PISCES
from having a relaxing time at home.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Travellers will experience a smooth journey.
A new acquisition can put you in the exclusive
club. Academic success is possible, but not without efforts.

Love Focus: Look your best if you want to win the heart of the one
you secretly love.

Love Focus: You may find lover at his or her complaining best; handle
them with patience.

Love Focus: Someone is likely to invite you over today for a cosy time
together!

Love Focus: You are likely to express your feelings to someone you
have a soft corner for.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Dark Blue

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Love Focus: Time is ripe for popping the question to your beloved.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Pardesi Pardesi from Raja
Hindustani (1995) was sampled for
the song BKAB that is heard in the
film V For Vendetta (2005).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3116
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

T

edged sword”, Tisca says, “If
you are not clicked then that
means there is no demand for
your picture and then, on the
other hand, you say ‘hum
Juhu beach pe ja kar bhelpuri
tak nahi kha sakte.’ Arey ghar
mangwa lo na bhai agar
bhelpuri khani hai toh. If you
want to be clicked, you will be
clicked but if you don’t want it,
you can avoid it too. Everyone
can live a private life, except
for a few big stars.” says the
actor, currently seen in a web
series.
Taking a dig, Tisca further
adds, “There are many who
pretend to be private and then
say that ‘hum to nahi chahte ki
hamari photo kheenche but ye
kheench lete hai.’ That’s
nonsense.” The actor says she
enjoys being clicked but there
is just one condition. “I just
don’t like people taking my
photos when I am eating as I
feel it’s very intrusive. Other
than that, please take my
pictures.”
Many have pointed out how
the paparazzi culture is a
menace for celebrity kids. So,
how does her six-year-old
daughter react to this? “My
daughter does not like people
taking my pictures because
she feels possessive. She also
gets irritated at airports and
restaurants. So, I request them
to ask her if she is okay with
them taking my picture. On
some days, she is okay with it
and on some days, she isn’t. So
they have to go away and they
do listen to kids,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Eaves, rotor, stilts, meninx
ANSWER: I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks to the
exterminator. - Emo Philips (used in Times)

he airports have evolved
into fashion runways, all
thanks to celebrities
turning up in their stylish best
as they fly in and out. And this
trend of dressing up — high
heels and designer clothes —
for airports has caught up with
many in Bollywood, but Tisca
Chopra prefers to exclude
herself from this lot. “It is
important to be presentable,”
she continues, “I personally
can’t wear heels to the airport.
That’s not going to work for
me. I mean how the hell would
I manage that and why would I
want to be so uncomfortable? I
like being stylish but at the
same time there has to be a
certain level of practicality.”
The paparazzi culture is
still new in our country but it
has also become quite big in no
time, and celebrities are
hounded by them almost
everywhere they go — be it
gyms, restaurants, salons or
events. Calling it a “double-

I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks
to the ____.
- Emo Philips (used in Tiimes) (12)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ican’twearheels
totheairport:
TiscaChopra

SVAE E
OTORR
LS S I T T
EIN MNX

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Salman told me, ‘You look like a fat
cow’: Rohit Roy on his weight loss
journey

MOVIES ON TV

Sangeeta Yadav
oon after he posted his
physical transformation
pictures on social media
recently, actor Rohit Roy was
flooded with messages and
comments. While the first
picture was from when he
weighed 90kg, the second gave
a glimpse of his fitter self after
he shed 12kg. The 50-year-old
opens up about how the
weight gain adversely
impacted his life and career,
and how getting back in shape
helped him bag the film Paltan
(2018), and an upcoming TV
soap as well.

S

Your physical transformation looks
incredible. How did it come about?
I did a Bengali film, Mrs Sen,
in 2013, for which I had to put
on 10kg. But after the film got
over, I took it easy and
ballooned up to 90kg, which
I’ve never been. For the last
couple of years, I’ve been a
little erratic in terms of my
fitness and eating habits. So,
now was the time to get back in
shape.
All this time when you had this
extra weight on — did it affect your

Shaolin Soccer
at 1712

Rohit Roy posted these pictures
of his transformation on
Instagram recently. He went
from 90kg to 78kg
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/ROHITROY500

health or work?
Yes, it took a toll on my selfconfidence and self-esteem
because I didn’t look the same.
I lost the confidence to meet
people. On the work front, I
must have called everybody I
could think of to seek work. But
none of them offered me
anything. You have friends,
they know you and also that
you are a talented actor, but
then it doesn’t work that way.
Was that the point you decided to
shed those extra pounds?
It was my mother, and actor
Salman Khan who encouraged
me to lose weight. One day, my
mum asked, ‘Beta, don’t you
think you’ve gained a little
weight?’ That made me realise
that I had become fat. Later,
while playing Celebrity Cricket
League in Ahmedabad, I got

hurt and was not able to play
one day. And at that time,
Salman told me, ‘You look like
a fat cow. How do you think
you are going to get work?’
That was the last thing I
wanted to hear. This made me
hit the gym and lose weight.

How difficult was the whole
process of transformation?
Losing weight isn’t rocket
science. Just keep it simple.
I started having four to five
meals daily and going to the
gym twice a day. I stopped
drinking. I eat a lot of protein
with very little carbs. I don’t
like wheat as it makes me feel
bloated. I’ve almost stopped
eating bread. I do indulge once
in a while and have pizza. It
took me six to eight months to
see its effect on my body.
Though people are praising my
transformation, I still feel
there’s a long way to go.

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 IP Man 3
1136 Spy Kids 3-D:
Game Over
1308 Mission Impossible –
Ghost Protocol
1525 XXX: State of The
Union
1712 Shaolin Soccer
1903 The Tuxedo
2100 War of The Worlds
2312 The Hangover Part III

Captain America: The First
Avenger at 1438
1039 Shanghai Noon
1246 Cars 3
1438 Captain America: The First
Avenger
1654 The Marine
1848 The Expendables 2
2050 Men In Black 3
2302 Taken 3

Vinashak: Destroyer at 1430

Men In Black
at 2309

1125 Ghar Sansar
1430 Vinashak: Destroyer
1715 Hum Hai Players
2000 Boss
2300 Chandramukhi Ka Badla

1028 Double Dhamaal
1327 Happy New Year
1705 Return of Raju
2000 Wanted
2309 Men In Black

Inferno at 1548
1010 U.S. Marshals
1219 Going In Style
1354 The Ring
1548 Inferno
1749 Mousehunt
1922 A Cinderella Story
2101 Blended
2302 Beverly Hills Ninja

Secret Superstar at 1149
0921 Circus Car
1149 Secret Superstar
1502 Munna Michael
1756 Time Story
2100 Mahaabali
2327 Khiladi Khel Ka
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AUBREY, KUMAIL
TO PRESENT
MTV AWARDS
The movie shows how the lead character struggles when he accidentally lands in Pakistan’s
territory.

Scheduled to be held on June 17, MTV Movie and
TV Awards 2019 has released its star-studded
list of presenters

HTCS

Munda Faridkotia all set to
hit theatres today
he much awaited
Roshan Prince and
Sharan Kaur movie
Munda Faridkotia will be on
silver screens today.
The movie is a comedy
satire based on a character
who lives in Faridkot.
Born and raised in
Faridkot, Farid Singh Brar
loves his homeland and
spends his time between
farming and hanging out
with his best friend Maddi.
Farid’s mother is frustrated
from his aimless lifestyle
and gives him an ultimatum
to move to Canada. A
disheartened Farid prays at

T

a dargah to grant him one
wish, to somehow let him
stay in Faridkot. The next
morning he wakes up to find
his wish granted. The only
problem is that the Faridkot
he ended up in is a village in
Pakistan! What follows
forms the crux of the
comedy Munda Faridkotia.
The movie, produced
under the banner of
Dalmora Films, shows how
the lead character struggles
to survive when he
accidentally lands in
Pakistan’s territory.
Fearing that he is from
other nation, this character

CHARACTER FARID
SINGH BRAR LOVES
HIS HOMELAND
FARIDKOT AND
SPENDS HIS TIME
BETWEEN FARMING
AND HANGING
OUT WITH FRIENDS

Singer Jonita
Gandhi on the
global appeal of
Indian pop and
her love for
indie music

Sangeeta Yadav
hile some may feel that
working in a femalecentric film takes away
the spotlight from the male
actors, actor Amol Parashar
begs to differ and says he has
no qualms in working with an
all-women team. So, when he
was approached to work
opposite actors Konkona
Sensharma and Bhumi
Pednekar in Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare, he
didn’t give a second thought
and grabbed the offer.
“Who doesn’t want to work
with an ace producer like Ekta
Kapoor, director Alankrita
Shrivastava and co-stars
Konkona Sensharma and
Bhumi Pednekar?” Amol asks,
adding, “When I am
approached for any project, I
don’t think about what the film
centres around or whether it is
a female-centric film or malecentric film. I never question
who is going to be on the
poster. What matters to me is
what kind of energy you bring
to the sets.”
For the 29-year-old actor,
who has earlier worked in
films such as Rocket Singh:
Salesman of the Year (2009),
Babloo Happy Hai (2014) and
Traffic (2016), it has been a
conscious decision “to do
something interesting rather
than just be in any film for the
sake of it.”
What matters the most to
him are the people he’s
working with. “You never

W

ctors Aubrey Plaza,
Kumail Nanjiani, Dave
Bautista, and Jameela
Jamil are among the
Hollywood stars who will be
presenting at the MTV Awards
2019.
According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the line-up for this
year’s movie and television
awards also includes Daniel
Levy, David Spade, Kiernan
Shipka, Maude Apatow, Mj
Rodriguez, Shameik Moore,

A

etter late than never!
Actor Sophie Turner
recently decided to jet off
for a fun bachelorette party,
weeks after her secret Las
Vegas wedding with singer
Joe Jonas.
Turner flew all the way to
Benidorm, Spain, with her
gang of girlfriends, including
Game Of Thrones co-star
Maisie Williams, to celebrate
her upcoming second wedding
ceremony. The Spanish
Princess fame Nadia Parkes
also attended the bash.
According to a report by Us
Weekly, they landed in Spain

B

S

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

SHUTTERSTOCK

and Storm Reid. Both the red
carpet and the award ceremony
will be streamed live.
New categories were
introduced in this edition,
including reality royalty, most
meme-able moment, and best
real-life hero. Game of
Thrones, RBG, and Avengers:
Endgame lead the nominations
list.The awards ceremony, to
be hosted by Shazam! actor
Zachary Levi, will be held on
June 17.
PTI

Sophie off to Spain for
her bachelorette party

Samarth Goyal

n

PHOTOS:

pretends to be mute to stay
away from difficulties.
Sharan Kaur, a TV
actress who’s making debut
in Punjabi film, said she
underwent some
transformations to fit into
her character named
Mariyam.

‘Hope to see indie music
thrive’

inger-songwriter Jonita
Gandhi is quite positive
about the future of Indian
pop music, and feels
global audiences are slowly but
surely opening up to it.
“Audiences around the globe
are more open to Indian music
than ever before. More
collaborations are happening
between languages and genres
than we’ve seen or heard in the
past, and so it does seem
possible that Indian music will
find its place in the West and on
the world stage,” says Jonita,
who is known for her singles
such as Allah Duhai Hai (Race
3, 2018), Bas Tu Hai (3 Storeys,
2018) and Gilehriyaan (Dangal,
2016).
The 29-year-old feels the
resurgence of non-film music
in India is one of the many
reasons why Indian music is
going global. “Independent
music is more artist-focussed,
whereas Bollywood music is
actor-focussed. As an artist, I’m
always happy to see
independent music thrive. I
hope to see this trend
continue,” says the singer, who
recently released her
independent single, Haaye Oye,
which was composed by
Tareefan-fame composer,
Qaran.
“When he approached me to
collaborate on an acoustic
version of his hit song, Haaye
Oye, I thought of it as a fun
challenge. I feel we really gave
the song a new colour by
slowing it down and stripping
down the arrangement to
mostly guitar and voice,” says
Jonita.
The singer adds that it is
important for artists, especially
musicians, to stay relevant.
“New content is coming out
every day, and it’s tough
to stay relevant. For me, one of
the most valuable things I try to
do is to keep my eyes, ears, and
mind open. Listening to a
variety of music and
being open to trying new things
with every project you
undertake can really make a
difference,” she signs off.

‘I never question who’s
going to be on the
poster of the film’

Aubrey Plaza;
(right) Kumail
Nanjiani

on Sunday for the festivities.
While Sophie has not updated
her Instagram feed with the
bachelorette party posts, the
Dark Phoenix star’s close
friend Blair Noel Croce shared
pictures from the private jet.
“We can’t have nice things. The
entire plane spilled their
McDonald’s & drinks on take
off. Bless that flight attendant’s
heart,” she captioned it.
Sophie and Joe had
surprised the world when, after
their stunning appearance at
the Billboard Music Awards in
May, they got hitched in Vegas.
It was all thanks to

When I am approached
for a project, I don’t
think about what the
film centres around.
What matters to me is
that what kind of
energy you bring to the
sets.
AMOL PARASHAR
ACTOR
know what the film turns out
to be at the end. But if you have
a director like Alankrita as the
captain of the ship, who you
know isn’t going to write and
direct something randomly,
you just trust the directors
blindly. That’s why I didn’t
want to lose the opportunity to
work with people like that,”
Amol signs off.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Actor Sophie
Turner
American DJ Diplo — who
broke the news on social media
by posting a series of Instagram
stories from the private
ceremony — that the world got
know about the wedding.
During a Canadian Radio
show, Joe revealed that his
folks, like everyone else, found
out about the nuptials through
social media.
ANI

A still from
the song
Bekhayali
from Kabir
Singh

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Song
Bekhayali
Slow Motion
Chashni
Hook Up Song
Tujhe Kitna Chahne Lage
Mere Sohneya
The Jawaani Song

8. Kudiye Ni
9. Tu Mila Toh Haina
10. Hauli Hauli

Album
Kabir Singh
Bharat
Bharat
Student Of The Year 2
Kabir Singh
Kabir Singh
Student Of The Year 2
Aparshakti Khurana
and Neeti Mohan
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
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SPIELBERG’SSTANDCOST
DOUGLASCANNESGLORY?
Actor Michael
Douglas blames
director Steven
Spielberg’s bias
against TV for
not winning at
Cannes 2013

eteran actor and star of
Wall Street and Fatal
Attraction (both 1987),
Michael Douglas believes
filmmaker Steven Spielberg’s
anti-television stand cost him
the best actor trophy at the 2013
Cannes Film Festival.
Douglas starred in Steven
Soderbergh’s TV film Behind
the Candelabra alongside actor
Matt Damon. The movie had its
world premiere at the Cannes
Film Festival and was among
the contenders for the coveted
Palme d’Or trophy, the highest
award at the film festival.
Spielberg served as the
president of the jury that year.
Appearing on Variety’s
Actor on Actor series with
Benicio del Toro, the 74-yearold actor said many people told
him that he was “favourite” for

Theword‘bombshell’makes
MargotRobbieblowup
ctor Margot Robbie
says she takes issues
when someone calls her
a ‘bombshell’.
In an interview with
Vogue, the 28-year-old actor
said she hates the word as she
does not associate with it in
any way. “I hate that word. I
hate it so much. I feel like a
brat saying that because there
are worse things, but I’m not
a bombshell. I’m not someone
who walks in a room and the
record stops and people turn
like, ‘Look at that woman.’
That doesn’t happen,” the I,
Tonya (2017) actor says.
“People who know me, if
they had to sum me up in one
word I don’t know what that
word would be, but I’m
certain it would not be
bombshell,” she adds.
The actor, who recently
formed her own production
banner, said her priority is to
back women-led projects.
“My love and passion for
female filmmakers doesn’t
mean I suddenly don’t like
male-driven films. And that’s
an important argument to
make — so that men go see
films about women, by
women. If it’s a good film,
they’ll be able to relate,”
added The Wolf of Wall
Street (2013) actor.
The actor is now gearing
up for the release of Quentin
Tarantino’s upcoming feature
Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood. The film, which
also features Leonardo
DiCaprio, Brad Pitt and Al
Pacino, is scheduled to be
released in July this year. PTI

A

Steven Spielberg (inset)
was head of the Cannes jury
in 2013, the year Michael
Douglas was among the
favourites to win Best Actor
for his TV film Behind the
Candelabra

PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

V

the award, which was bagged
by Bruce Dern for Nebraska.
“The word was I was the
favourite for the best actor
award. (Spielberg) put the
kibosh on that, because it was a
[TV network] film. So, when I
now see this argument and beef
about Showtime or Netflix, in
this case, doing feature films,
I think they’ve got to get this
resolved,” he said.

Spielberg, director of the
acclaimed 1971 TV film Duel,
last year made headlines after
the veteran filmmaker said
once “you commit to a
television format, you’re a TV
movie” and argued that if “it’s
good, it deserved an Emmy and
not an Oscar. His comments
had sparked a debate in
Hollywood about whether
movies distributed by a top

streaming
platform with a
limited theatrical release
deserve Oscar recognition. PTI

PHOTO:
ANGELA
WEISS/AFP

Model Behati Prinsloo feels
lucky for maternity break

Joe Jonas and
Sophie Turner
got married in
May this year
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

I feel like a brat saying
that because there are
worse things, but I’m
not a bombshell. I’m
not someone who
walks in a room and
the record stops and
people turn like, ‘Look
at that woman.’ That
doesn’t happen
MARGO ROBBIE ACTOR

Margot Robbie recently
formed her own production
house
PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/AFP

Right:
Behati
Prinsloo (R)
and with
husband,
singer Adam
Levine (far
right) PHOTO:

Why Joe, Sophie chose
Vegas to tie the knot
inger Joe Jonas and actor
Sophie Turner who tied
the knot a few months ago
answered the most pressing
question about their marriage
— why they chose Vegas to
exchange the vows.
“We had to do a legal
marriage before we did a really
big one. It was either the
courthouse, or our version, and
I preferred our version,” the 29year-old singer told Harper’s
Bazaar in a recent interview.
While the Dark Phoenix
star and the Jonas Brothers
musician took their fans by
surprise when they got married
immediately after
the 2019 Billboard Music
Awards, Turner earlier
disclosed that the decision
wasn’t that spontaneous as
many believed it was.
“I think because there are so
many annulments and

S

AVICII’S ALBUM
TIM RELEASED
POSTHUMOUSLY

divorces, you can’t just get the
license at the chapel now, so it
does take a little bit of
planning,” the Game of
Thrones star explained.
According to People, the
couple applied for registering
their marriage in Clark
County, Nevada, just before
the ceremony.
American DJ Diplo was the
first one to break the news on
social media. He posted a series
of Instagram stories from the
private ceremony. The stories
featured the couple together at
the aisle alongside the other
Jonas brothers.
Country stars Dan + Shay
serenaded the attendees with
an acoustic version of their
song Speechless. According to a
report by E Online, the newly
wed couple swapped ring pops
instead of wedding bands.

ANI

INSTAGRAM/
BEHATI
PRINSLOO

fter taking a three-year
break to take care of her
kids, supermodel Behati
Prinsloo says she ‘felt
energised’ and now is ready to
resume her work.
The 31-year-old Victoria’s
Secret model and wife of singer
Adam Levine said the break
she took every mom should be
able to have, reported Fox
News. “I think society puts so
much pressure on us as moms
and as working moms,” the
Namibian model said on
Wednesday.
“But I think it’s so important

A

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

to take that time. You know,
you’re not going to get it back.
A lot happens in your mind and
your body and I think it’s
important to really nurture
that and take care of yourself,”
she explains.
Adding that once one has
a kid, Prinsloo says it is
important to spend time with
them. “Because those first
years are so precious between
you and this tiny human that
you made,” she adds.
However, she does also
agree that many moms do not
have the luxury of a break.

wedish DJ Avicii’s new
album titled Tim has been
released by the music
label. The posthumous album’s
title follows from the artist’s
real name, Tim Bergling. The
DJ passed away in April last
year in Oman. Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
close friends and collaborators,
including Imagine Dragons,
Aloe Blacc and more worked on
completing the album. It took
around a year from his demise
to complete the 12-track LP.
The album also includes the

S

“I was very lucky to be able
to take time,” Prinsloo says.
“You know, not everybody has
that luxury, and I think that
should be a luxury every
mother has to take — I don’t
know, six months to a year and
work from home or don’t feel
that pressure to be back in the
office, so you can really
experience this moment in
time,” she explains.
She also elaborates how she
made sure not to burden
herself with expectations when
she started working again.
“I really didn’t put pressure
on myself. I felt healthy
pressure. I felt a healthy drive
to get back because I was
pregnant back-to-back and it
was, you know, it was crazy.
And I was like, I can’t do this
anymore,” Prinsloo laughs.
“I was excited to get back to
work, actually. And I didn’t go
on crazy diets and try to kill
myself to do it. But I was
motivated. I think back-to-back
pregnancies really motivate
you,” she adds.
Prinsloo and Levine got
married in 2014 and the
couple has two daughters
named Dusty Rose (2) and
ANI
Gio Grace (1).

single SOS, which released in
April 2019. The music label’s
UK arm tweeted, “Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
@VirginEMI are releasing the
music Tim was working on
before his passing. The 12track record ‘TIM’ continues
Avicii’s legacy as one of the
most beloved and respected
figures in music.” Producers of
Tim include Avicii, Carl Falk,
Vargas and Lagola, Albin
Nedler, Bonn, Lucas von
Bahder, and Arash Pournouri.

PTI

Singer Britney Spears has ‘the
best time laughing’ with beau Sam
merican singer Britney
Spears jetted off to Miami
with the 25-year-old
personal trainer and model,
Sam Asghari, for a holiday
together. The cameras spotted
the 37-year-old Grammy
Award winner and her beau
soaking up the sun on a beach
over the weekend.
The couple had a great time
on a yacht together. A source
told E-News, “Britney and
Sam took a quick weekend
trip to Miami. All [Spears]
wanted was to be in a bikini
by the water. She was so
excited to be able to go. They
had a room overlooking the
ocean and Britney was in
heaven.”
“On the first day, they
chartered the yacht, C’est La
Vie, and spent the day out on
Biscayne Bay goofing around
and having fun. They jumped
into the water together and
tried different ways of diving
off the decks. Britney was
having the best time laughing
and being with her man,” the
source added. “They went
swimming, stretched together
and had someone take their
pictures. They held hands and
kissed. Britney couldn’t have
looked any happier or more
content,” the source said.
And the fun didn’t just stop
here, the couple also had a
great time jet skiing. “Britney
was not scared. She has an
adventurous side that came
out and she was having a
great time,” the source
continued.
The source went on to say,
“Sam was taking care of her
with towels and whatever she
needed. He arranged for a golf
cart to take them down to the
beach and back to their room.
He dotes on her and it seems

A

like his priority is for Britney
to have fun and be happy. She
got her wish and had a great
ANI
weekend.”

Singer Britney Spears with
model and personal trainer Sam
Asghari
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SAMASGHARI
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‘IKNOWI’LLBE
COMPAREDTO
EMILYBLUNT’
Actor Parineeti Chopra says that she is
aware of people’s expectations, but hopes
that she will deliver with the new film

Juhi Chakraborty
or any actor, the biggest
achievement is when
they can get into the
skin of the character
and make it their own. And
Parineeti Chopra is one
such actor, who has never
shied away from going the
distance with her films and
the proof of it is her
filmography. Be it the feisty
Zoya in Ishaqzaade (2012), a
peculiar scientist Meeta in
Hasee Toh Phasee (2014) or her
small but impactful role of
Jeevani Kaur in her latest,
Kesari, Parineeti has always
challenged herself. Now, she is
set to star in the official
remake of 2016 Hollywood
thriller The Girl on the Train
will see her reprising the
hugely acclaimed role of the
protagonist essayed by Emily
Blunt.
But remakes are a tricky
territory especially when it
comes to popular films, and
comparisons, are inevitable.
So, is she fine with people
comparing her with the

F

Emily Blunt
PHOTO: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS

Hollywood actor? “Emily’s
performance in the original
film had blown my mind, and
it is a privilege for me to play
the character that she has
essayed so brilliantly on
screen. The restrain and range
she showed as an actor while
playing a girl who is troubled
and battling herself in the film
showed what a fantastic actor
she is,” says Parineeti.
The actor understands that
when one is starring in a
remake of a loved film, “there
are expectations to match the

original, if not better
it”. “So, I realise that
the audience will look at
our film and draw
comparisons to the
original as well as compare
my portrayal of the
protagonist to Emily’s,” adds
the 30-year-old actor.
However, Parineeti is quick
to add that rather than
thinking too much about the
comparisons, she wants to “do
my best to bring this character
to life for Indian audiences”.
She elaborates, “There is
nothing an actor in the remake
can do to steer away from this
conversation so the best way
to approach this film for me is
to embrace the fact that
parallels will be drawn. Since
the original film was so well
received by people, I’m hoping
my film will also receive equal
acclaim.”
Based on the 2015 best-seller
by Paula Hawkins, the film
narrates the story of a
divorcée woman who gets
entangled in a shocking
missing person’s investigation
that throws her life to the

Parineeti
Chopra

brink.
Parineeti
compliments
Emily for
giving her a
“super
reference
point” to
start her
prep for the
film.
“Emily has
brought to life
a character
from paper
and she
was
genius at it.
I will look to
try and add
my own rendition to
the character that people have
seen and loved so much. As an
actor, I have always wanted to
challenge myself and enjoy the
process of acting,” says
Parineeti, adding, “This role
gives me an opportunity to do
just that and showcase my
versatility even more. I hope it
will be interesting for people to
see how Emily and I performed
the same role with our
individual uniqueness.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

PHOTO: TWITTER/BTS_NIGHIT

BTS GOES
INTERGALACTIC
TS may be the biggest
stars on Earth right now,
but this latest move by
NASA is taking them up into
the stratosphere. According
to E! Online, the United
States’ National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
has confirmed that three
BTS songs — Mikrokosmos,
134340 and Moonchild—
will be making their way to
outer space on the federal
agency’s next moon
mission.

B

Shreya Mukherjee
inger Neeti Mohan, who
tied the knot with modelactor Nihar Pandya in
February this year, says
her “life could not have been
any better”. You can’t possibly
miss the glow and smile on
Neeti’s face as she starts
talking about Nihar.
“I am just way happier now,
and I feel it’s so beautiful to get
married. All this while I
thought [marriage] will take
away from my career and it
will only add to my
responsibilities. But I
somehow feel that the opposite
has happened,” shares Neeti,
who was in the Capital to
promote her latest song,
Kudiye Ni, with Aparshakti
Khurana.
“Happy and relaxed”, Neeti
feels blessed to have got the
most supportive husband and
in-laws. “Life has definitely
changed for the better. Also,
more than anything else, my
parents are happy. They
always told us [my sisters and
I] that ‘when you meet the
right person who just gets the
best out of you, life becomes
better’. So, I think I’m very

S

fortunate that way,” she
says.
While the couple
completes four months of
marital bliss this month,
their fans must be wondering
why their honeymoon
pictures haven’t made it to
the social media yet. To
which, Neeti says, “We are
going this weekend.”
Adding why they could not
make it happen earlier, she
says, “After I got married, I
started working immediately
and did not take a break. So,
finally, I have got some time
and managed a 15-day break,
so we can go for our
honeymoon. Nihar also
managed his schedule
accordingly. We will be going
to Switzerland and as soon as I
am back, I will get back to
work again.”
Unlike many female
celebrities, who take a
sabbatical after marriage,
Neeti calls herself lucky to
have got such an
understanding partner in
Nihar, who “understands me
and makes sure that I follow
my dreams.”
And then, Neeti goes on to
say how Nihar loves her songs
especially Nainowale Ne

DHARMENDRA TO
REPLACE VINOD
KHANNA?

alman Khan’s Dabangg 3
is slated to resume
shoot soon. Mystery that
remains unsolved is who
will play Salman-Arbaaz’s
father? Post Vinod Khanna’s
demise, the makers are
reportedly in search for a
new face. A recent news
report in Deccan Chronicle
suggests that Dharmendra
could be roped in. The
report states that Salman
Khan insists Dharmendra
should play his father.

S
Nihar Pandya and Neeti Mohan
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETIMOHAN18

(Padmaavat; 2018), Jiya Re
(Jab Tak Hai Jaan; 2012), Ishq
Wala Love (Student of the
Year; 2012). “I remember, once
Sau Aasmaan (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) was playing
somewhere and Nihar said, ‘Is
this your song?’ and then he
told me how all this while, he
loved that song and my voice
but never knew it was me,” she
shares, adding with a laugh,
“But you know, he has to like
all my songs now, he has no
other option.”
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Bhushan Kumar and Sanjay Gupta
join hands for Mumbai Saga

PHOTO: HTCS

STOP PRESS

Swiss
honeymoon
for Neeti
and Nihar

(From left,
second row):
Jackie Shroff,
Gulshan Grover,
John Abraham,
Bhushan Kumar,
Emraan Hashmi,
Sanjay Gupta,
Amole Gupte,
and Rohit Roy
(From left, front
row): Prateik
Babbar and
Suniel Shetty

-HTC
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coverage that appears on our pages
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being declared as such to our valued
readers.

ith the completion of
25 years in Bollywood,
Sanjay Gupta is ready
to get back in the director’s
seat with Mumbai Saga — a
gangster drama, set in the
1980s-90s revolving around all
that went into transforming
Bombay into Mumbai.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series, this
ensemble cast film stars John

W

Abraham, Emraan Hashmi,
Jackie Shroff, Suniel Shetty,
Prateik Babbar, Gulshan
Grover, Rohit Roy, and Amole
Gupte, among others, and will
go on floors next month.
Speaking on the film,
Bhushan says, “Mumbai Saga
is our first film in the
gangster drama genre and
who better than Sanjay to
direct it. The film is inspired

by true events and yet the
characters are larger than
life. The entire cast will bring
so much to the table.”
An excited Sanjay adds,
“Twenty five years and 17
films later, I had to give my
audience something bigger
and better. Mumbai Saga is by
far my most ambitious film
which needed a visionary
producer. I am grateful to

ALI FAZAL TURNS
DIRECTOR FOR
BEST FRIEND’S
WEDDING FILM

Shadaagets40million
plusviewsonYouTube
E
ver since the trailer of
the highly anticipated
Punjabi Film Shadaa,
starring the
blockbuster jodi of Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru Bajwa,
launched less than three
weeks ago, followed by an
onslaught of eye-catching
and ear-filling songs one
after another, audiences
just can’t get enough of this
film! Shadaa has
accumulated more than 40
million views and more
than five lakh likes on
Youtube, which is an
unheard feat for any
Punjabi film. As the
summer heat heats the
season and Shadaa heats up
Youtube, Punjabi audiences
worldwide are getting ready
to heat up the box office,
later this month, when
Shadaa releases. This is the
fifth film of this blockbuster
duo, which has set new box
office benchmarks every
time they have come
together on screen with
their previous outings in
Jihne Mera Dil Luteya, Jatt
& Juliet 1 and 2, and
Sardaarji. This time they
are coming together after a
gap of four years and the
anticipation for Punjabi
audiences to see them
together on screen is
evident from the large
numbers this film’s content
is tracking online.
As stated by the
producers, “Shadaa is a
comedy romance examining
the pros and cons of
marriage and whether one
should marry or remain an
eternal bachelor, as shown
in the trailer with its funny
one-liners.”

Bhushan for putting his faith
and might in it. It is one such
story that needs to be told on
screen.”
Gulshan Kumar presents,
T-Series and White Feature
Films production, Mumbai
Saga is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Krishan Kumar and
Anuradha Gupta and directed
by Sanjay Gupta. The film is
likely to release in 2020. — HTC

Shreya Mukherjee
ctor Ali Fazal’s is wearing
two hats these days — one
of an actor and the other
of a director. He has two short
films, out of which, one is a
thriller, which will release
later this year and the second
one is inspired by the
legendary late actor Guru
Dutt. Though not a trained
director, the actor decided to
give direction a chance
because of his keen interest in
the field. Apart from these two
films, Ali recently also
directed a wedding film for his
best friend Vijay, which was
shot in Kochi.
Ali, who flew to Kochi with
his girlfriend Richa Chadha to
attend the occasion, not only
took part in all the ceremonies
but also fulfilled his promise of
making the film.
“It’s been a bunch of friends
whose lives since college
somehow revolved around the
movies. So, as luck would have
it, I had an idea about things.
All of us close friends have
been planning this for a while.
I just got a great team and
friend to shoot it and edit it.
Vijay and Amrita’s efforts on
creating the coolest wedding
required the right footage to
aid and enhance these
celebrations,” says Ali.

A

PHOTO: HTCS

Shadaa in Punjabi means
an unmarried person
beyond the eligible age of
marriage but this film has
also coined a new word
Shadee, the female
equivalent to this male
word. Diljit Dosanjh is
playing a character who
wants to get married but
was unable to because he
was always chasing the
wrong path and Neeru
Bajwa plays the character of

woman who doesn’t need a
man in her life. This is the
perfect formula for a
comedy romance
blockbuster! Written and
directed by Jagdeep Sidhu,
the director of the
blockbuster film Qismat,
produced by Atul Bhalla,
Amit Bhalla of A&A
Advisors and Anurag Singh,
Aman Gill, Pawan Gill of
Brat Films, it releases
worldwide on June 21, 2019.

n

‘I MIGHT GET
INTO POLITICS
IN THE FUTURE’
Pooja Sharma

ayush Sharma believes in
giving back to the society.
Recently, the actor
helped schools in his
hometown, Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, to include
extracurricular activities as
part of their curriculum. He
took up this initiative to help
children provide platform to
hone their different skills. The
actor says he also wants to set
up a school in the future. He
adds, “There is an amazing
pool of talent in Himachal
Pradesh, but they don’t have
the opportunity to showcase
their talents. With time, I
want to open a film school in

A

Himachal. We have IIT in
Himachal, then why not a film
school?”
Aayush hails from a family
of politicians. On asking if he
has political ambitions too, he
says, “Never say never! I do
have political opinions, which
I suppress now because I’m an
actor and I don’t want to get
into any unnecessary
controversy. In future, I might
get into politics if I feel I can
bring some change.” Talking
further about his hometown
the Loveyatri (2018) actor adds
that he really misses the
mountains. “As a kid, I would
trek every day and find
beautiful locations where
nobody would go. I’m waiting
for my son (Ahil) to grow
up so that I take him on a trek
with me. Mumbai is my home
and Mumbaikars have been
really welcoming,” says
Aayush.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Aayush
Sharma

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Kevin Hart sued for
assault and battery
Kevin Hart was
in news last
year after his
old homophobic
tweets led to
him stepping
down as Oscar
host PHOTO:

A

‘DIDN’TWANTTO BE
SOCIALJUSTICE GIRL’
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/AVADUVERNAY

ilmmaker Ava DuVernay
says she was initially
averse to making films on
sociopolitical subjects. The
director said after receiving
critical acclaim for her films
Middle of Nowhere (2012) and
Selma (2014), every other
script that came her way
revolved around slavery.
“For a long time I didn’t
want to be social justice girl.
After Middle of Nowhere,
Selma and then 13th (2016), I
get every slavery script,” she
revealed.
“After A Wrinkle in Time
(2018), all I wanted was to tell
something true, and
something that was real, and I
went right back to the place I
said I didn’t want to go. I
realised, ‘You are social
justice girl — social justice
woman’. And that’s ok,” the
Oscar-nominated director
added, while speaking at The
Hollywood Reporter’s TV
Director Roundtable.
DuVernay’s latest project,
the web series When They See
Us, centres around the
Central Park Five — five
black and Hispanic teenagers
accused of rape and assault of
a white woman in 1989.
DuVernay said the
probability of being “pigeonholed” in the industry or
emerging a role model
because of the projects she

F

CHRISTOPHER
POLK/AFP

ctor-comedian Kevin Hart
is facing a lawsuit from a
woman who claims that
she was injured by a member
of his security team.
Carmen Marrero alleged
that one of his security guards,
who she referred to as John
Doe, caused her “to fall and
sustain serious personal
injuries” while Hart was
being escorted out of a
building in New York City in
January, People quoted the
documents obtained by The
Blast.
Marrero has accused the

guard of assault and battery
alleging that she was
“seriously and permanently
injured” from the incident.
She is seeking unspecified
damages.
According to People, the
incident is believed to have
taken place around the same
time Hart pulled out of Oscars
last year in December on
account of his homophobic
tweets from the past.
Hart is known for films such
as Ride Along (2014), Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle (2017),
ANI
and Night School (2018).

This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s a
very intimate process,
the choosing... these
films are my children.
AVA DUVERNAY
FILMMAKER

Stills from Elton John’s
biopic Rocketman and
(below) Freddie Mercury’s
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody

veers towards does not affect
her anymore.
However, she said choosing
to direct a particular project
is an “intimate process”.
“This is what lives on when
I’m done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I’ve got
to just like it for myself. I’m
tethered to these things for
years. I also don’t have
children — these films are my
children, these projects are
my children. My name is on
this, that matters to me. This
is what lives on when I’m
done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I trust
myself enough to know I’m
not choosing things that are
irresponsible for myself, so
they wouldn’t be
irresponsible to the people
who may look up to me for
whatever reason,” she
PTI
explained.

Josh returns to the small screen with a thriller-drama
earl Harbor (2001) star
Josh Hartnett is set to
star in the thriller series,
Paradise Lost. According to
The Hollywood Reporter, the
10-episode show will also
feature actors Bridget Regan,
Barbara Hershey, and Nick
Nolte.
The series revolves around
a psychiatrist (played by
Regan) who moves from
California to her husband’s

P

(played by Hartnett)
hometown in Mississippi,
where she uncovers
secrets that change
the lives of everybody
involved.
Rodes Fishburne has
created and written the series.
He is also attached as an
executive producer and
showrunner. Arika Lisanne
Mittman and John Lee
Hancock will serve as co-

showrunners. Hancock will
direct the pilot episode.
The release date of the
show is yet to be announced.
Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and 30
Days of Night (2007). His
production credits include
August (2008) and 6 Below:
Miracle on the Mountain
(2017).

PTI

ctor Richard Madden said
playing the role of a war
veteran with post
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) in the hit TV show
Bodyguard took a toll on him.
The 32-year-old portrayed
the role of David Budd who is
assigned to protect
controversial politician-home
secretary Julia Montague
(played by actor Keeley
Hawes), while dealing with
PTSD at the same time.
Madden said there was a
point when he thought he
needed to “stop doing this” for
a while.
“It weighed very heavy on
me. You spend more time in
someone else’s clothes, saying
someone else’s words,
thinking someone else’s
thoughts. You do lose a bit of
yourself. I’m not a method

A

IKON’S FRONTMAN
QUITS OVER DRUG
ALLEGATIONS
outh Korean popstar, Kim
Hanbin, better known as
B.I., has released a
statement in which he has
confirmed that he has quit his
group, iKON. The statement
came from the 22-year-old after
he was accused of purchasing
marijuana and LSD, back in
2016.
“I apologise for the
inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true
that I once wanted to rely on
things that were so hard and
painful that I should not even
have an interest. But I was also
scared... However, I am also
ashamed and sorry to all of you
and the members who are
greatly disappointed and hurt...
I want to leave my team and
humbly reflect on my mistakes.
I apologise once again for your
heartfelt sympathy...,” read his
statement on social media.
Purchasing drugs is a
serious offence in South Korea.
If convicted, he could face up to
four years in prison. iKON’s
management company, too,
released a statement
confirming Hanbin’s departure
from the group.
A section of fans kick started
an online petition asking the
company to reinstate him, as
they feel that Hanbin did
“nothing worth ending his
whole career” — the singer
only admitted to considering
drug purchase, and not
actually going through with it
HTC
or using anything.
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Josh Hartnett has
earlier starred in
films such as
Wicker Park
(2004) and
30 Days of Night
(2007)

Maddenfeltbroken
afterBodyguard

A still from
Bodyguard
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actor in any way, but you get a
huge hangover from this. At
the end of this, I felt very
isolated and broken, much like
the character was,” he said at
The Hollywood Reporter’s
Drama Actor Roundtable.
The actor, who shot to
global fame with Game of
Thrones, said he spoke to some
soldiers to research for the
role, adding it was “tough” to
get them to open up.
“They really don’t want to
talk about it. PTSD is
something that people live
with everyday. It can be a
really trickling level of
anxiety you constantly live
with, or paranoia, or panic
attacks,” he said, adding that
his goal was “to humanise
PTSD within someone who is
in complete denial about it”.

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHXXBI131

Freddie Mercury was
almost in Rocketman
ilmmaker Dexter Fletcher
came very close to giving
Rami Malek’s Freddie
Mercury a cameo in Elton
John’s biopic, Rocketman.
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
and Rocketman have many
overlapping common
elements, connecting the two
films. Fletcher, who directed
the 2018 film after the original
director Bryan Singer was
fired halfway through the
process, helmed Rocketman
in its entirety.
Another common point is
that both films used their
subjects’ music as the soul of
the stories and feature
LGBTQ protagonists.
But most significantly, the
two films feature John Reid,
who managed both Queen and
Elton John at the peak of their
careers.
Flirting with this very
common string, Fletcher
thought of adding Freddie
Mercury’s special appearance
in John’s biopic.
“There was an idea I had at
one point, where Elton is in a
restaurant with his mother. I
thought John Reid (played by
Richard Madden) and Freddie
could be at another table and
they wave at each other,”
Entertainment Weekly
quoted Fletcher’s interview
with Gay Star News.
However, he finally decided
against it. “That would have
been amazing, but it didn’t

F

come to pass. It would have
been a little too knowing. I’m
not looking to set out to make
a cinematic universe,” the
filmmaker asserted.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a
biopic based on the life of
Queen frontman Freddie
Mercury, who is
played by Rami Malek in the
film.
After massive success at
box office, the film ended up
collecting a numerous
accolades — including best
actor wins for Malek at
Academy Awards, Golden
Globe, Screen Actors Guild,
and Bafta.
On the other hand, the
Taron Egerton-starrer
Rocketman follows Elton
John’s journey — starting
from a young piano prodigy
named Reginald Dwight to a
rock star struggling with
addiction who finally finds his
way to sobriety.

ANI

PTI
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2019

It is about time that a healthy lifestyle is
adopted. An investment opportunity
needs to be weighed properly, before
committing your money. Pressure of
work is set to increase. A pressing
domestic problem will be resolved to the
satisfaction of all. A long vacation with
partner is indicated for some. You may think
in terms of buying or selling property, as stars
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Lucy Hale: The American actor, known for her role
in TV shows Pretty Little Liars, turns 30 today.

appear favourable.

Those feeling unwell for sometime are
likely to recover quickly. The time is ripe
to add to your financial assets. Today,
you may get the opportunity to further
your aims both on the professional and
personal fronts. A vacation is on the
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
cards, but reservation may become a
problem. Getting the best price for a house
or property may become problematic and force
you to rethink. Academically, you are likely to excel.

You move towards total fitness. Spending
without a set plan is likely to make you
touch savings. You are likely to get a
chance to spend an enjoyable time with
someone close today. Those seeking a
break from the routine can expect to go
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
on an enjoyable vacation. A new
acquisition will meet your aim of keeping up
with the Joneses. You will need to be quick on
the academic front, before the pressure overwhelms you.

Daily workouts promise to work wonders
for your health, but you will need to be
regular. Earning is likely to improve and
will help ward off an expected financial
crunch. A lot is happening on the home
CANCER
front, so expect to enjoy an exciting time
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
today. Commuting can eat into your
leisure time today. Moving to a new place
will be like a breath of fresh air. A satisfactory
performance on the academic front may come as a big relief for some.

Love Focus: You get the opportunity to impress someone on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Newlyweds are likely to plan out a short vacation
together.

Love Focus: Pop the question only if you are certain of the answer,
otherwise don’t rush things and spend some more time together!

Love Focus: Those craving companionship will need to cast their net
wider.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Golden

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will take positive steps towards
achieving perfect health. You will be in a
position to earn well and party hard!
Homemakers may find it cumbersome
to effect changes at home. Travelling on
a business trip may not bring the
expected returns, but you will still benefit.
This is a good time to invest in property. A
family youngster is likely to make you proud by
his or her achievements.

Peak physical fitness is assured for those
working out. Try what you may, making
your mark in a totally different field will
be difficult. Spouse or a family member
may have lined up a surprise for you
today. Pilgrimage may help in evolving
spiritually. Time is ripe to buy property.
Admission to the institute or university of
choice may become a reality for some,
especially those aspiring to study abroad.

Choosing the best from several health
options may appear confusing. Your
initiative to open new avenues of
earning may meet with partial success.
Do your bit for a family elder to avoid
getting into an embarrassing situation.
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
Travelling may prove therapeutic for
some. Those thinking of renovation may be
forced to shelve the project for some time. Your
example as a role model may be quoted on the academic front.

Irregular eating may not be in your favour.
Someone you had been banking on for
monetary assistance may back out at the
last moment. Chances of bagging a
lucrative assignment look real, so keep
at it. Some turbulence on the domestic
SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
front is in store, but don’t escalate
matters. Smooth going is indicated for
those on a long journey. Feeling paranoid about
a property deal may not be without basis, so remain alert. Admission
to a prestigious institute may become a reality for some.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Love and passion can dominate your mind today, so plan
on a most happening evening!

Love Focus: Channelising all your energy in wooing the one you like
is certain to brighten your chances for romance.

Love Focus: Your brooding nature may not let you enjoy lover’s
company.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light Blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Pink

A lucrative investment opportunity can
tempt you, but take the suggestions of
others before putting in money. Your
skills and expertise will prove your
biggest assets in getting established in
a new job. Health may cause concern,
SAGITTARIUS
but will be nothing serious. A family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
friend is likely to give good health advice.
Those in love may plan an outing together.
Success is ordained for those involved in a property dispute.

Neglecting seasonal changes may lead to
illness, so take adequate precautions. A
financial issue is likely to go in your
favour. You will manage to convince
business partner about your pet project.
Travelling long distance by road may not
CAPRICORN
be too comfortable, due to frequent
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
delays and traffic jams. Some of you are set
to shift into a bigger house. Those pursuing
higher studies will be able to make good progress.

New approach to a nagging health problem
will help in dealing with it better. Gains
from various sources will keep the
coffers brimming. A competition that
had instilled fear in you will be aced
without much difficulty. Witnessing an
AQUARIUS
event with family is on the cards for some.
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
A long journey may prove tiring and boring.
Some of you are set to shift into a bigger home.
Someone may be following your progress on the academic front.

You manage to remain healthy. Repaying a
loan may pose some difficulties, so start
cutting corners. Support of a well-wisher
at work will prove a morale booster and
lighten the workload. Constant
interruptions are likely to prevent you
PISCES
from having a relaxing time at home.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Travellers will experience a smooth journey.
A new acquisition can put you in the exclusive
club. Academic success is possible, but not without efforts.

Love Focus: Look your best if you want to win the heart of the one
you secretly love.

Love Focus: You may find lover at his or her complaining best; handle
them with patience.

Love Focus: Someone is likely to invite you over today for a cosy time
together!

Love Focus: You are likely to express your feelings to someone you
have a soft corner for.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Dark Blue

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Love Focus: Time is ripe for popping the question to your beloved.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Pardesi Pardesi from Raja
Hindustani (1995) was sampled for
the song BKAB that is heard in the
film V For Vendetta (2005).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3116
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

T

edged sword”, Tisca says, “If
you are not clicked then that
means there is no demand for
your picture and then, on the
other hand, you say ‘hum
Juhu beach pe ja kar bhelpuri
tak nahi kha sakte.’ Arey ghar
mangwa lo na bhai agar
bhelpuri khani hai toh. If you
want to be clicked, you will be
clicked but if you don’t want it,
you can avoid it too. Everyone
can live a private life, except
for a few big stars.” says the
actor, currently seen in a web
series.
Taking a dig, Tisca further
adds, “There are many who
pretend to be private and then
say that ‘hum to nahi chahte ki
hamari photo kheenche but ye
kheench lete hai.’ That’s
nonsense.” The actor says she
enjoys being clicked but there
is just one condition. “I just
don’t like people taking my
photos when I am eating as I
feel it’s very intrusive. Other
than that, please take my
pictures.”
Many have pointed out how
the paparazzi culture is a
menace for celebrity kids. So,
how does her six-year-old
daughter react to this? “My
daughter does not like people
taking my pictures because
she feels possessive. She also
gets irritated at airports and
restaurants. So, I request them
to ask her if she is okay with
them taking my picture. On
some days, she is okay with it
and on some days, she isn’t. So
they have to go away and they
do listen to kids,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Eaves, rotor, stilts, meninx
ANSWER: I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks to the
exterminator. - Emo Philips (used in Times)

he airports have evolved
into fashion runways, all
thanks to celebrities
turning up in their stylish best
as they fly in and out. And this
trend of dressing up — high
heels and designer clothes —
for airports has caught up with
many in Bollywood, but Tisca
Chopra prefers to exclude
herself from this lot. “It is
important to be presentable,”
she continues, “I personally
can’t wear heels to the airport.
That’s not going to work for
me. I mean how the hell would
I manage that and why would I
want to be so uncomfortable? I
like being stylish but at the
same time there has to be a
certain level of practicality.”
The paparazzi culture is
still new in our country but it
has also become quite big in no
time, and celebrities are
hounded by them almost
everywhere they go — be it
gyms, restaurants, salons or
events. Calling it a “double-

I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks
to the ____.
- Emo Philips (used in Tiimes) (12)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ican’twearheels
totheairport:
TiscaChopra

SVAE E
OTORR
LS S I T T
EINMNX

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Salman told me, ‘You look like a fat
cow’: Rohit Roy on his weight loss
journey

MOVIES ON TV

Sangeeta Yadav
oon after he posted his
physical transformation
pictures on social media
recently, actor Rohit Roy was
flooded with messages and
comments. While the first
picture was from when he
weighed 90kg, the second gave
a glimpse of his fitter self after
he shed 12kg. The 50-year-old
opens up about how the
weight gain adversely
impacted his life and career,
and how getting back in shape
helped him bag the film Paltan
(2018), and an upcoming TV
soap as well.

S

Your physical transformation looks
incredible. How did it come about?
I did a Bengali film, Mrs Sen,
in 2013, for which I had to put
on 10kg. But after the film got
over, I took it easy and
ballooned up to 90kg, which
I’ve never been. For the last
couple of years, I’ve been a
little erratic in terms of my
fitness and eating habits. So,
now was the time to get back in
shape.
All this time when you had this
extra weight on — did it affect your

Shaolin Soccer
at 1712

Rohit Roy posted these pictures
of his transformation on
Instagram recently. He went
from 90kg to 78kg
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/ROHITROY500

health or work?
Yes, it took a toll on my selfconfidence and self-esteem
because I didn’t look the same.
I lost the confidence to meet
people. On the work front, I
must have called everybody I
could think of to seek work. But
none of them offered me
anything. You have friends,
they know you and also that
you are a talented actor, but
then it doesn’t work that way.
Was that the point you decided to
shed those extra pounds?
It was my mother, and actor
Salman Khan who encouraged
me to lose weight. One day, my
mum asked, ‘Beta, don’t you
think you’ve gained a little
weight?’ That made me realise
that I had become fat. Later,
while playing Celebrity Cricket
League in Ahmedabad, I got

hurt and was not able to play
one day. And at that time,
Salman told me, ‘You look like
a fat cow. How do you think
you are going to get work?’
That was the last thing I
wanted to hear. This made me
hit the gym and lose weight.

How difficult was the whole
process of transformation?
Losing weight isn’t rocket
science. Just keep it simple.
I started having four to five
meals daily and going to the
gym twice a day. I stopped
drinking. I eat a lot of protein
with very little carbs. I don’t
like wheat as it makes me feel
bloated. I’ve almost stopped
eating bread. I do indulge once
in a while and have pizza. It
took me six to eight months to
see its effect on my body.
Though people are praising my
transformation, I still feel
there’s a long way to go.

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 IP Man 3
1136 Spy Kids 3-D:
Game Over
1308 Mission Impossible –
Ghost Protocol
1525 XXX: State of The
Union
1712 Shaolin Soccer
1903 The Tuxedo
2100 War of The Worlds
2312 The Hangover Part III

Captain America: The First
Avenger at 1438
1039 Shanghai Noon
1246 Cars 3
1438 Captain America: The First
Avenger
1654 The Marine
1848 The Expendables 2
2050 Men In Black 3
2302 Taken 3

Vinashak: Destroyer at 1430

Men In Black
at 2309

1125 Ghar Sansar
1430 Vinashak: Destroyer
1715 Hum Hai Players
2000 Boss
2300 Chandramukhi Ka Badla

1028 Double Dhamaal
1327 Happy New Year
1705 Return of Raju
2000 Wanted
2309 Men In Black

Inferno at 1548
1010 U.S. Marshals
1219 Going In Style
1354 The Ring
1548 Inferno
1749 Mousehunt
1922 A Cinderella Story
2101 Blended
2302 Beverly Hills Ninja

Secret Superstar at 1149
0921 Circus Car
1149 Secret Superstar
1502 Munna Michael
1756 Time Story
2100 Mahaabali
2327 Khiladi Khel Ka
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AUBREY, KUMAIL
TO PRESENT
MTV AWARDS
The movie shows how the lead character struggles when he accidentally lands in Pakistan’s
territory.

Scheduled to be held on June 17, MTV Movie and
TV Awards 2019 has released its star-studded
list of presenters

HTCS

Munda Faridkotia all set to
hit theatres today
he much awaited
Roshan Prince and
Sharan Kaur movie
Munda Faridkotia will be on
silver screens today.
The movie is a comedy
satire based on a character
who lives in Faridkot.
Born and raised in
Faridkot, Farid Singh Brar
loves his homeland and
spends his time between
farming and hanging out
with his best friend Maddi.
Farid’s mother is frustrated
from his aimless lifestyle
and gives him an ultimatum
to move to Canada. A
disheartened Farid prays at

T

a dargah to grant him one
wish, to somehow let him
stay in Faridkot. The next
morning he wakes up to find
his wish granted. The only
problem is that the Faridkot
he ended up in is a village in
Pakistan! What follows
forms the crux of the
comedy Munda Faridkotia.
The movie, produced
under the banner of
Dalmora Films, shows how
the lead character struggles
to survive when he
accidentally lands in
Pakistan’s territory.
Fearing that he is from
other nation, this character

CHARACTER FARID
SINGH BRAR LOVES
HIS HOMELAND
FARIDKOT AND
SPENDS HIS TIME
BETWEEN FARMING
AND HANGING
OUT WITH FRIENDS

Singer Jonita
Gandhi on the
global appeal of
Indian pop and
her love for
indie music

Sangeeta Yadav
hile some may feel that
working in a femalecentric film takes away
the spotlight from the male
actors, actor Amol Parashar
begs to differ and says he has
no qualms in working with an
all-women team. So, when he
was approached to work
opposite actors Konkona
Sensharma and Bhumi
Pednekar in Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare, he
didn’t give a second thought
and grabbed the offer.
“Who doesn’t want to work
with an ace producer like Ekta
Kapoor, director Alankrita
Shrivastava and co-stars
Konkona Sensharma and
Bhumi Pednekar?” Amol asks,
adding, “When I am
approached for any project, I
don’t think about what the film
centres around or whether it is
a female-centric film or malecentric film. I never question
who is going to be on the
poster. What matters to me is
what kind of energy you bring
to the sets.”
For the 29-year-old actor,
who has earlier worked in
films such as Rocket Singh:
Salesman of the Year (2009),
Babloo Happy Hai (2014) and
Traffic (2016), it has been a
conscious decision “to do
something interesting rather
than just be in any film for the
sake of it.”
What matters the most to
him are the people he’s
working with. “You never

W

ctors Aubrey Plaza,
Kumail Nanjiani, Dave
Bautista, and Jameela
Jamil are among the
Hollywood stars who will be
presenting at the MTV Awards
2019.
According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the line-up for this
year’s movie and television
awards also includes Daniel
Levy, David Spade, Kiernan
Shipka, Maude Apatow, Mj
Rodriguez, Shameik Moore,

A

etter late than never!
Actor Sophie Turner
recently decided to jet off
for a fun bachelorette party,
weeks after her secret Las
Vegas wedding with singer
Joe Jonas.
Turner flew all the way to
Benidorm, Spain, with her
gang of girlfriends, including
Game Of Thrones co-star
Maisie Williams, to celebrate
her upcoming second wedding
ceremony. The Spanish
Princess fame Nadia Parkes
also attended the bash.
According to a report by Us
Weekly, they landed in Spain

B

S

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

SHUTTERSTOCK

and Storm Reid. Both the red
carpet and the award ceremony
will be streamed live.
New categories were
introduced in this edition,
including reality royalty, most
meme-able moment, and best
real-life hero. Game of
Thrones, RBG, and Avengers:
Endgame lead the nominations
list.The awards ceremony, to
be hosted by Shazam! actor
Zachary Levi, will be held on
June 17.
PTI

Sophie off to Spain for
her bachelorette party

Samarth Goyal

n

PHOTOS:

pretends to be mute to stay
away from difficulties.
Sharan Kaur, a TV
actress who’s making debut
in Punjabi film, said she
underwent some
transformations to fit into
her character named
Mariyam.

‘Hope to see indie music
thrive’

inger-songwriter Jonita
Gandhi is quite positive
about the future of Indian
pop music, and feels
global audiences are slowly but
surely opening up to it.
“Audiences around the globe
are more open to Indian music
than ever before. More
collaborations are happening
between languages and genres
than we’ve seen or heard in the
past, and so it does seem
possible that Indian music will
find its place in the West and on
the world stage,” says Jonita,
who is known for her singles
such as Allah Duhai Hai (Race
3, 2018), Bas Tu Hai (3 Storeys,
2018) and Gilehriyaan (Dangal,
2016).
The 29-year-old feels the
resurgence of non-film music
in India is one of the many
reasons why Indian music is
going global. “Independent
music is more artist-focussed,
whereas Bollywood music is
actor-focussed. As an artist, I’m
always happy to see
independent music thrive. I
hope to see this trend
continue,” says the singer, who
recently released her
independent single, Haaye Oye,
which was composed by
Tareefan-fame composer,
Qaran.
“When he approached me to
collaborate on an acoustic
version of his hit song, Haaye
Oye, I thought of it as a fun
challenge. I feel we really gave
the song a new colour by
slowing it down and stripping
down the arrangement to
mostly guitar and voice,” says
Jonita.
The singer adds that it is
important for artists, especially
musicians, to stay relevant.
“New content is coming out
every day, and it’s tough
to stay relevant. For me, one of
the most valuable things I try to
do is to keep my eyes, ears, and
mind open. Listening to a
variety of music and
being open to trying new things
with every project you
undertake can really make a
difference,” she signs off.

‘I never question who’s
going to be on the
poster of the film’

Aubrey Plaza;
(right) Kumail
Nanjiani

on Sunday for the festivities.
While Sophie has not updated
her Instagram feed with the
bachelorette party posts, the
Dark Phoenix star’s close
friend Blair Noel Croce shared
pictures from the private jet.
“We can’t have nice things. The
entire plane spilled their
McDonald’s & drinks on take
off. Bless that flight attendant’s
heart,” she captioned it.
Sophie and Joe had
surprised the world when, after
their stunning appearance at
the Billboard Music Awards in
May, they got hitched in Vegas.
It was all thanks to

When I am approached
for a project, I don’t
think about what the
film centres around.
What matters to me is
that what kind of
energy you bring to the
sets.
AMOL PARASHAR
ACTOR
know what the film turns out
to be at the end. But if you have
a director like Alankrita as the
captain of the ship, who you
know isn’t going to write and
direct something randomly,
you just trust the directors
blindly. That’s why I didn’t
want to lose the opportunity to
work with people like that,”
Amol signs off.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Actor Sophie
Turner
American DJ Diplo — who
broke the news on social media
by posting a series of Instagram
stories from the private
ceremony — that the world got
know about the wedding.
During a Canadian Radio
show, Joe revealed that his
folks, like everyone else, found
out about the nuptials through
social media.
ANI

A still from
the song
Bekhayali
from Kabir
Singh

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Song
Bekhayali
Slow Motion
Chashni
Hook Up Song
Tujhe Kitna Chahne Lage
Mere Sohneya
The Jawaani Song

8. Kudiye Ni
9. Tu Mila Toh Haina
10. Hauli Hauli

Album
Kabir Singh
Bharat
Bharat
Student Of The Year 2
Kabir Singh
Kabir Singh
Student Of The Year 2
Aparshakti Khurana
and Neeti Mohan
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
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SPIELBERG’SSTANDCOST
DOUGLASCANNESGLORY?
Actor Michael
Douglas blames
director Steven
Spielberg’s bias
against TV for
not winning at
Cannes 2013

eteran actor and star of
Wall Street and Fatal
Attraction (both 1987),
Michael Douglas believes
filmmaker Steven Spielberg’s
anti-television stand cost him
the best actor trophy at the 2013
Cannes Film Festival.
Douglas starred in Steven
Soderbergh’s TV film Behind
the Candelabra alongside actor
Matt Damon. The movie had its
world premiere at the Cannes
Film Festival and was among
the contenders for the coveted
Palme d’Or trophy, the highest
award at the film festival.
Spielberg served as the
president of the jury that year.
Appearing on Variety’s
Actor on Actor series with
Benicio del Toro, the 74-yearold actor said many people told
him that he was “favourite” for

Steven Spielberg (inset)
was head of the Cannes jury
in 2013, the year Michael
Douglas was among the
favourites to win Best Actor
for his TV film Behind the
Candelabra

PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

V

the award, which was bagged
by Bruce Dern for Nebraska.
“The word was I was the
favourite for the best actor
award. (Spielberg) put the
kibosh on that, because it was a
[TV network] film. So, when I
now see this argument and beef
about Showtime or Netflix, in
this case, doing feature films,
I think they’ve got to get this
resolved,” he said.

Spielberg, director of the
acclaimed 1971 TV film Duel,
last year made headlines after
the veteran filmmaker said
once “you commit to a
television format, you’re a TV
movie” and argued that if “it’s
good, it deserved an Emmy and
not an Oscar. His comments
had sparked a debate in
Hollywood about whether
movies distributed by a top

streaming
platform with a
limited theatrical release
deserve Oscar recognition. PTI

PHOTO:
ANGELA
WEISS/AFP

Model Behati Prinsloo feels
lucky for maternity break

Joe Jonas and
Sophie Turner
got married in
May this year
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Theword‘bombshell’makes
MargotRobbieblowup
ctor Margot Robbie
says she takes issues
when someone calls her
a ‘bombshell’.
In an interview with
Vogue, the 28-year-old actor
said she hates the word as she
does not associate with it in
any way. “I hate that word. I
hate it so much. I feel like a
brat saying that because there
are worse things, but I’m not
a bombshell. I’m not someone
who walks in a room and the
record stops and people turn
like, ‘Look at that woman.’
That doesn’t happen,” the I,
Tonya (2017) actor says.
“People who know me, if
they had to sum me up in one
word I don’t know what that
word would be, but I’m
certain it would not be
bombshell,” she adds.
The actor, who recently
formed her own production
banner, said her priority is to
back women-led projects.
“My love and passion for
female filmmakers doesn’t
mean I suddenly don’t like
male-driven films. And that’s
an important argument to
make — so that men go see
films about women, by
women. If it’s a good film,
they’ll be able to relate,”
added The Wolf of Wall
Street (2013) actor.
The actor is now gearing
up for the release of Quentin
Tarantino’s upcoming feature
Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood. The film, which
also features Leonardo
DiCaprio, Brad Pitt and Al
Pacino, is scheduled to be
released in July this year. PTI

A

I feel like a brat saying
that because there are
worse things, but I’m
not a bombshell. I’m
not someone who
walks in a room and
the record stops and
people turn like, ‘Look
at that woman.’ That
doesn’t happen
MARGO ROBBIE ACTOR

Margot Robbie recently
formed her own production
house
PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/AFP

Right:
Behati
Prinsloo (R)
and with
husband,
singer Adam
Levine (far
right) PHOTO:

Why Joe, Sophie chose
Vegas to tie the knot
inger Joe Jonas and actor
Sophie Turner who tied
the knot a few months ago
answered the most pressing
question about their marriage
— why they chose Vegas to
exchange the vows.
“We had to do a legal
marriage before we did a really
big one. It was either the
courthouse, or our version, and
I preferred our version,” the 29year-old singer told Harper’s
Bazaar in a recent interview.
While the Dark Phoenix
star and the Jonas Brothers
musician took their fans by
surprise when they got married
immediately after
the 2019 Billboard Music
Awards, Turner earlier
disclosed that the decision
wasn’t that spontaneous as
many believed it was.
“I think because there are so
many annulments and

S

AVICII’S ALBUM
TIM RELEASED
POSTHUMOUSLY

divorces, you can’t just get the
license at the chapel now, so it
does take a little bit of
planning,” the Game of
Thrones star explained.
According to People, the
couple applied for registering
their marriage in Clark
County, Nevada, just before
the ceremony.
American DJ Diplo was the
first one to break the news on
social media. He posted a series
of Instagram stories from the
private ceremony. The stories
featured the couple together at
the aisle alongside the other
Jonas brothers.
Country stars Dan + Shay
serenaded the attendees with
an acoustic version of their
song Speechless. According to a
report by E Online, the newly
wed couple swapped ring pops
instead of wedding bands.

ANI

INSTAGRAM/
BEHATI
PRINSLOO

fter taking a three-year
break to take care of her
kids, supermodel Behati
Prinsloo says she ‘felt
energised’ and now is ready to
resume her work.
The 31-year-old Victoria’s
Secret model and wife of singer
Adam Levine said the break
she took every mom should be
able to have, reported Fox
News. “I think society puts so
much pressure on us as moms
and as working moms,” the
Namibian model said on
Wednesday.
“But I think it’s so important

A

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

to take that time. You know,
you’re not going to get it back.
A lot happens in your mind and
your body and I think it’s
important to really nurture
that and take care of yourself,”
she explains.
Adding that once one has
a kid, Prinsloo says it is
important to spend time with
them. “Because those first
years are so precious between
you and this tiny human that
you made,” she adds.
However, she does also
agree that many moms do not
have the luxury of a break.

wedish DJ Avicii’s new
album titled Tim has been
released by the music
label. The posthumous album’s
title follows from the artist’s
real name, Tim Bergling. The
DJ passed away in April last
year in Oman. Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
close friends and collaborators,
including Imagine Dragons,
Aloe Blacc and more worked on
completing the album. It took
around a year from his demise
to complete the 12-track LP.
The album also includes the

S

“I was very lucky to be able
to take time,” Prinsloo says.
“You know, not everybody has
that luxury, and I think that
should be a luxury every
mother has to take — I don’t
know, six months to a year and
work from home or don’t feel
that pressure to be back in the
office, so you can really
experience this moment in
time,” she explains.
She also elaborates how she
made sure not to burden
herself with expectations when
she started working again.
“I really didn’t put pressure
on myself. I felt healthy
pressure. I felt a healthy drive
to get back because I was
pregnant back-to-back and it
was, you know, it was crazy.
And I was like, I can’t do this
anymore,” Prinsloo laughs.
“I was excited to get back to
work, actually. And I didn’t go
on crazy diets and try to kill
myself to do it. But I was
motivated. I think back-to-back
pregnancies really motivate
you,” she adds.
Prinsloo and Levine got
married in 2014 and the
couple has two daughters
named Dusty Rose (2) and
ANI
Gio Grace (1).

single SOS, which released in
April 2019. The music label’s
UK arm tweeted, “Honouring
the wishes of Avicii’s family,
@VirginEMI are releasing the
music Tim was working on
before his passing. The 12track record ‘TIM’ continues
Avicii’s legacy as one of the
most beloved and respected
figures in music.” Producers of
Tim include Avicii, Carl Falk,
Vargas and Lagola, Albin
Nedler, Bonn, Lucas von
Bahder, and Arash Pournouri.
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Shortstories
MAN CAUGHT WITH
1,000 INTOXICANT
TABLETS
LUDHIANA: A drug peddler was
arrested with a total of 1,000
intoxicant tablets on Wednesday
night. The accused was identified
as Subash Singh alias Bittu of Kul
Gehna village in Sidhwan Bet. ASI
Gursewal Singh, said a check point
at Kishanpura village chowk was
laid wherein the accused was
arrested. On checking, a total of
1,000 intoxicant tablets, including
480 Cabildol 100-SR tablets, 340
Parvon Spas Plus tablets,100 Pronol
A tablets and 80 Kammol 100-SR
tablets were recovered, said
Gursewal Singh.A case under
Sections 22,25,61 and 85 of the
HTC
NDPS Act was registered.

Delegation of scientists to
attend workshop in UK
CHANDIGARH: A delegation of
eight scientists will participate in a
seven-day workshop on ‘Science,
Technology, Innovation (STI) Policy
for Turbulent Times’ to be held at
the University of Sussex, from June
17 to 21. The delegation will be led
by the coordinator of DST-Centre
for Policy Research, Panjab University, Rupinder Tewari. The visit will
enable the delegation to understand the UK’s STI policy and
emulate good practices in the
Indian ecosystem.

39 students of IIT Ropar
to intern abroad
RUPNAGAR: Thirty-nine students
of IIT, Ropar, in BTech second and
third year will go abroad this year
for summer internships in foreign
universities. Head of training and
placement cell of Career Development and Corporate Relations
Centre Dhiraj K Mahajan said
summer internships enables the
students to explore area of
interest and know research
cultures in universities.
HTC

AIIMS ENTRANCE

PSPCL SUFFERS
Agriculture dept fails to
Patiala boy bags
HEAVY LOSSES
promote direct sowing tech AIR 1 in SC category DUE TO STORM
HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

PADDY SOWING BEGINS Department needs to go through crop history and soil
health before recommending direct sowing to farmers, says agriculture chief
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : The agriculture depart-

ment has failed to promote direct sowing technique for
paddy during this kharif season.
The paddy sowing which already
started on Thursday, at least 2.3
lakh hectare area will be under
paddy but the department has set
a negligible target of covering the
area under the direct sowing technique.
Besides saving time,
the direct sowing technique lowers input cost on labour and irrigation. The water requirement is
only 25% of the traditional puddling method.
said the department has to go
through crop history and soil
health before recommending
direct sowing.
“We have collected over 50,000
samples of soil and have the sent
same for further testing before
recommending farmers to go
with direct sowing,” CAO said.
He said many times farmers
have a traditional mindset and
show reluctance to adopt it
despite educating them that there
is no negative effect on the yield
using this technique.
”The department provides direct sowing machines
through its cooperative society
according to the demand of farm-

n

Labourers sowing paddy at Bakshiwal village near Patiala on Thursday.

ers,” he said. A senior official said
the demand for direct sowing was
very less with hardly any query
received from farmers.
“Farmers of only those areas
have shown interest where sources of irrigation are hardly available or there is shortage of labourers,” said an official.
However, farmers believe that
the growth of weeds in directseeded paddy fields is the major
reason behind not adopting such
a technique.
Meanwhile, the farmers have
been advised to sow those varie-

People enjoying sweetened water on Nirjala Ekadashi at Adalat Bazar in Patiala on Thursday.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

22-year-old man
arrested for
raping minor
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PEC PhD students
await enhanced
fellowship amount
HT Correspondent

MOHALI : A 22-year-old man was
arrested for raping a 16-year-old
girl in Mohali on Thursday.
The accused, who hails from
Uttar Pradesh, was identified as
Hari Om, a resident of Mohali’s
Madanpura.
In her complaint, the victim’s
mother stated that Hari Om’s
wife had gone to her village in
UP. The accused called her
daughter to his house on the
pretext of some work five days
ago and raped her, she added.
The victim told her mother
that the accused had raped her
on several occasions and threatened her of dire consequences in
case she told anyone.
Acting on the complaint of
the victim’s mother, a case
under Sections 376 (rape) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code and Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act has been
registered at the Phase 1 police
station. The accused will be produced before a court on Friday.

THE VICTIM TOLD HER
MOTHER THAT THE
ACCUSED HAD RAPED
HER ON SEVERAL
OCCASIONS

NO SCOPE FOR CROP
DIVERSIFICATION
As farmers failed to get adequate
prices for maize crop in the past
season, chances of crop diversification in the district are bleak.
Last year, only 900 hectares of
area was under maize cultivation
while the department has set the
target of covering 1,500 hectares
of area under diversified crop.

‘Benefits of
welfare schemes
should reach at
grass-roots level’

COOL BREAK

n

ties recommended by the Punjab
Agricultural University including PR 126, 122 for paddy, while
PUSA 1121 for basmati.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The PhD scholars at

Punjab Engineering College
(PEC), Sector 12, here are awaiting the enhanced amount of the
fellowships, under the central
government schemes. The same
is the case of research scholars at
Panjab University.
The government had, in January this year, announced the
enhancement in emoluments for
junior research fellows (JRF) and
senior research fellows (SRF), by
nearly 20%. University Grants
Commission (UGC) notified the
same on June 3. The amount for
JRFs was increased from₹25,000
to₹28,000 while the amount for
SRFs was increased from ₹ 28,000
to Rs 35,000.
The students who qualify the
UGC-National Eligibility Test
(NET)- JRF and UGC-CSIR are
eligible for the fellowships. After
two years of JRF, the scholars
receive SRF. The fellowship is
provided for a maximum of five
years.
PEC provides fellowships to
students who clear GATE too.
A PhD scholar at PEC, on the
condition of anonymity, said,
“We had written to the director
recently to increase the scholarship amount as announced by the
UGC. We have not received any

IN JANUARY, THE
AMOUNT FOR JRF WAS
INCREASED FROM
₹25,000 TO ₹28,000
WHILE FOR SRF IT WAS
INCREASED FROM
₹28,000 TO RS 35,000
reply yet.”
Over 40 scholars had written to
the PEC director in the first week
of June.
PEC director Dheeraj Sanghi
said, “The amount will be
increased. We are going to take up
the matter in the meeting of the
board of governors (BoG) scheduled on July 8.”
He added, “The students may
not get the enhanced amount of
the scholarship as PEC does not
get any funds from the UGC and
gives the scholarships from its
grant-in-aide fund. We will try if
we can get some additional funds
from the UT.”
At PU, the research scholars
are also demanding the enhanced
amount. A member of PU
research scholars association
(PURSA), Sarabjit Singh said,
“We have not got the enhanced
amount yet. However, we have
been told by the officials that we
will receive the enhanced
amount from back date.”

FATEHGARH SAHIB :Punjab food and
civil supplies minister and chairman grievance redressal committee Bharat Bhushan Ashu
chaired a meeting of the district
grievance redressal committee
at Bachat Bhawan on Thursday.
Ashu instructed officials to
ensure that the welfare schemes
reach grass-roots level, so that
the eligible beneficiaries will be
able to avail the maximum benefits of these schemes. He said the
objective of constituting this
committee was to interact with
public and redress their problems. Ashu asked officials to
share the details of the schemes
of their respective departments
and the works to be carried out in
future with the non-government
official members of the committee. “Complete transparency
should be ensured in the working of revenue department as
delay in registration of land
records creates a bad image,”
HTC
Ashu said.

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

However, this year, the department is expected to cover 6,000
hectares of area under maize
crop.
“For this, we have also started
special scheme under National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) to provide financial support to farmers,
who reduce area under paddy
and go with maize cultivation.
Such farmers in Bhunerheri,
Sanaur and Patiala will be give
financial assistance of ₹23,500 per
hectare,” the CAO said.

n

PATIALA : Dust and windstorms in
PATIALA : In a proud moment for

the Royal City, Shaan Judiyal,
18, from Patiala district bagged
All India Rank 1 in SC category
and 155 in general for All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) examination, result
of which was declared late on
Wednesday.
Judiyal aspires to be doctor
because he wants to find a cure
for his 12-year-old cousin with
neurological disorder.
It was Class 9 when “I had
decided to be a neurologist after
learning about my cousin’s condition”.
Judiyal was a student of Bhupindra International Public
School and scored around 96.2%
marks in Class 12. He was taking coaching classes from private institute in Patiala for last
four years.
Judiyal had also performed
very well in the NEET examination as he got All India Rank
rank 39 in SC category and 2,509
overall.
He said he worked very hard
to achieve his goals and always
maintained distance from social
media.
“I have never used social
media as I was working on my
goals. I used mobile phone only
for calling. I made my Facebook
and WhatsApp account on
Wednesday after declaration of
the AIIMS result,” said Judiyal.
His father Satish Kumar
works as a manager in the Food
Corporation of India (IFC) while

›

I have never used
social media as I was
working on my goals. I
used mobile phone only for
calling. I made my
Facebook and WhatsApp
account on Wednesday
after the AIIMS result were
declared.
SHAAN JUDIYAL, Topper

his mother Asha Laxmi works
as a government teacher in Sarangpur, Uttar Pradesh (UP).
Nandini scored All India
Rank 457, Jashanpal Singh got
388, Sakshi Singla 186, Jaskaran
Singh 653, Harshit Sahni 602,
Kirti Pathak 633 and Gazal
Gupta bagged 341 All India Rank
in examination.
Manik Sohal has also grabbed
88 rank.

Candidates in fray accused of fraud
Mohit Singla
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

NABHA : Bhadson Nagar pancha-

yat elections are going to be held
on June 21, in which 31 candidates are contesting from 11
wards. As many as 60 nominations were filed, of which four
were rejected by the administration owing to various anomalies
in nomination papers while 25
nominees withdrew their
papers.
Three candidates – Amit
Kumar of Congress, ward 9 councillor and vice president of nagar
panchayat Nirmala Sood of SADBJP and ward 6 councillor Balla
Ram of SAD-BJP – contesting in
these elections are booked under
sections of fraud and forgery of
documents in cases related to the
nagar panchayat’s land. Two
others – ward 7 councillor
Arshad Ali and ward 3 councillor
Satnam Singh – booked in the
same case have fielded their
spouses Ranjita Khan and Sukhpreet Kaur respectively as their
wards remained reserved for
women.

THREE CANDIDATES ARE
AMIT KUMAR OF
CONGRESS, WARD 9
COUNCILLOR NIRMALA
SOOD OF SAD-BJP AND
WARD 6 COUNCILLOR
BALLA RAM OF SAD-BJP
CASES
In the infamous case related to
the alleged sale of Bhadson
Nagar Panchayat park adjoining
Sandhu Colony in Bhadson
where the accused surrendered
panchayat park and other formalities for legalising the colony
after allegation, Congress candidate Amit Kumar and 10 others
including colonisers were
booked for cheating, fraud and
forgery later in 2016 when it
came to light that more land of
panchayat was allegedly sold by
the colonisers and property dealers.
In 2018, Amit Kumar, Nirmala
Sood, Balla Ram, Arshad Ali,
Satnam Singh, the then executive officer, clerk, Kanugo, pat-

wari and five others were booked
under Sections 167 (public servant framing incorrect document), 417 (punishment of cheating), 418 (cheating with the
intent of wrongful loss whereas
the offender was bound to act as
protector) and 120- B (involved in
conspiracy). In this case, the
accused allegedly intended to
show wrong measurements of
public land.
Apart from this, Amit Kumar
has declared another FIR lodged
against him under Sections 420
(fraud), 120-B (conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code in Nurpur
Bedi, Ropar district.
Locals Randhir Singh and
Ekomkar Singh, complainants
in 2018 case, said they will campaign against these candidates
while alleging that the candidates will again try to affect the
documents if they get elected.
“Amit Kumar owes ₹9 lakh to
Nagar Panchayat as fees for
approving Surya Colony. He has
paid only ₹90,000 but the administration allowed him to contest
the elections under political
pressure,” alleged Ekomkar
Singh.

Chandigarh-Ludhiana tie drawn
HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Visitors Chandigarh

secured three points on the basis
of first innings lead against hosts
Ludhiana in their Katoch Shield
super league match on Thursday.
Chasing Ludhiana’s first
innings total of 255, Chandigarh
were 259 for five in 57.5 overs.
The match started at 1pm
because of the overnight rain,
and Chandigarh managed to
secure three points for the first
innings lead while Ludhiana got
one. However, both the teams
failed to secure berth in the final.
Shivam Bhambri scored 66 of
103 ball with three boundaries
and one six, while Arjit Singh
made 47 of 68 balls with two
boundaries and one six. The duo
were involved in a 83-run stand
for the second wicket. The stand
was broken when Arjit Singh
was caught by Gurjot at short leg
of Krishan.
Gaurav Puri remained
unbeaten on 73 of 84 balls with
eight boundaries, while Raman
Bishnoi was unbeaten on 26 of 38
balls with two boundaries. The
two were involved in an unbroken sixth wicket stand of 54 runs.

the region on Wednesday night
caused heavy losses to Punjab
State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL), apart from disturbing the power supply in
many areas.
Chairperson-cum- managing
director (CMD) Baldev Singh
Sran said the dust and windstorms wreaked havoc in the
whole of Punjab.
“The storm damaged infrastructure and disrupted power
supply across the state. At
present, engineers and power
department officials are attending to the breakdowns on a war
footing.”
He said around 1,425 electricity poles and 224 transformers
were damaged in the south zone
of the city.
The CMD appealed consumers to cooperate with the PSPCL
as it attempts to undo the damage.
Sran said efforts are on to
restore electricity supply across
the state with the help of alternate sources.
PSPCL had started providing
the required power supply to the
agriculture sector on the first
day (June 13) of the paddy season, Sran said adding, “Electricity demand in the agriculture
sector touched 11,500MW in a
single day.The demand was
9,500 MW on Wednesday."
“PSPCL officials promptly
responded to the challenge and
worked day and night to restore
power supply ,” he said.

B H A D S O N N A G A R P A N C H AYA T E L E C T I O N

K AT O C H S H I E L D T O U R N E Y

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

patiala@hindustantimes.com

n

A player in action during a match between Ludhiana and Chandigarh at the GRD Academy in Ludhiana
on Thursday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

For Ludhiana, Krishan Kumar
was the pick of the bowlers. He
took three wickets for 91 runs.
Sukhjinder Singh (1 for 59) and
Simranjit Singh (1 for 71) were
the other wicket-takers for Lud-

hiana.Earlier, Ludhiana made
255 all out in 98.4 overs.
Gurjot Singh was top scorer
and fell one-short of his century
on 99 of 180 balls inclusive of 14
boundaries and one six.

Geetansh made 25, while
Sukhjinder Singh scored 52. The
bowling honors for Chandigarh
were shared by Arpit Pannu (4
for 60), Raman Bishnoi (4 for 45)
and Bhagminder (1 for 65).

OFFICIAL SAY
SDM Kala Ram Kansal said he
had deposited 10% of the amount
to avail the scheme of depositing
the amount in instalments which
was launched by Punjab government and hence he could not be
considered as defaulter of nagar
panchayat scam.
Police have not submitted
chargesheet in any of the cases.
Bhadson Station house officer
Jai Gopal Singh said the matters
are under investigation.
‘IT IS A POLITICAL
VENDETTA’
Congress candidate Amit Kumar
said he is the victim of groupism
in the councillors of the passing
terms. He said he was falsely
accused in the cases. SAD-BJP
candidates and incumbent councillor Balla Ram and councillor
Nirmala Sood’s son Sanjeev
Sood also said the cases were
falsely made against them under
political vendetta by Congress
leaders.
They all claimed that the
police were not filing chargesheet because police had framed
false cases.

Woman among
two arrested
for selling drugs
PATIALA: Two people, including a
woman, hailing from the
Sansi tribe in Rohti Chhanna village, were arrested for selling
narcotic tablets in two separate
cases, over the last two days.
In the first case, police arrested
Manjit Kaur, 42, with 300 banned
tablets on Wednesday.
Kaur has been sent to judicial
custody.
In the second case, Gurkirat
Singh alias Babla, was held with
200 tablets on Thursday. He will
be produced in court on Friday.
The duo were booked under
sections of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.
Both accused are members of
the Sansi tribe.
There are over 35 households
of the tribe in the village. Other
villagers have accused members
of this tribe, especially women, of
selling drugs.
On May 27, villagers led by the
village panchayat had blocked
the state highway (SH12 A) and
alleged that the police were sheltering drug peddlers.
On June 1, police had arrested
a 19-year-old girl from the same
tribe for selling heroin.
HTC
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‘IKNOWI’LLBE
COMPAREDTO
EMILYBLUNT’
Actor Parineeti Chopra says that she is
aware of people’s expectations, but hopes
that she will deliver with the new film

Juhi Chakraborty
or any actor, the biggest
achievement is when
they can get into the
skin of the character
and make it their own. And
Parineeti Chopra is one
such actor, who has never
shied away from going the
distance with her films and
the proof of it is her
filmography. Be it the feisty
Zoya in Ishaqzaade (2012), a
peculiar scientist Meeta in
Hasee Toh Phasee (2014) or her
small but impactful role of
Jeevani Kaur in her latest,
Kesari, Parineeti has always
challenged herself. Now, she is
set to star in the official
remake of 2016 Hollywood
thriller The Girl on the Train
will see her reprising the
hugely acclaimed role of the
protagonist essayed by Emily
Blunt.
But remakes are a tricky
territory especially when it
comes to popular films, and
comparisons, are inevitable.
So, is she fine with people
comparing her with the

F

Emily Blunt
PHOTO: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS

Hollywood actor? “Emily’s
performance in the original
film had blown my mind, and
it is a privilege for me to play
the character that she has
essayed so brilliantly on
screen. The restrain and range
she showed as an actor while
playing a girl who is troubled
and battling herself in the film
showed what a fantastic actor
she is,” says Parineeti.
The actor understands that
when one is starring in a
remake of a loved film, “there
are expectations to match the

original, if not better
it”. “So, I realise that
the audience will look at
our film and draw
comparisons to the
original as well as compare
my portrayal of the
protagonist to Emily’s,” adds
the 30-year-old actor.
However, Parineeti is quick
to add that rather than
thinking too much about the
comparisons, she wants to “do
my best to bring this character
to life for Indian audiences”.
She elaborates, “There is
nothing an actor in the remake
can do to steer away from this
conversation so the best way
to approach this film for me is
to embrace the fact that
parallels will be drawn. Since
the original film was so well
received by people, I’m hoping
my film will also receive equal
acclaim.”
Based on the 2015 best-seller
by Paula Hawkins, the film
narrates the story of a
divorcée woman who gets
entangled in a shocking
missing person’s investigation
that throws her life to the

Parineeti
Chopra

brink.
Parineeti
compliments
Emily for
giving her a
“super
reference
point” to
start her
prep for the
film.
“Emily has
brought to life
a character
from paper
and she
was
genius at it.
I will look to
try and add
my own rendition to
the character that people have
seen and loved so much. As an
actor, I have always wanted to
challenge myself and enjoy the
process of acting,” says
Parineeti, adding, “This role
gives me an opportunity to do
just that and showcase my
versatility even more. I hope it
will be interesting for people to
see how Emily and I performed
the same role with our
individual uniqueness.”
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

PHOTO: TWITTER/BTS_NIGHIT

BTS GOES
INTERGALACTIC
TS may be the biggest
stars on Earth right now,
but this latest move by
NASA is taking them up into
the stratosphere. According
to E! Online, the United
States’ National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
has confirmed that three
BTS songs — Mikrokosmos,
134340 and Moonchild—
will be making their way to
outer space on the federal
agency’s next moon
mission.

inger Neeti Mohan, who
tied the knot with modelactor Nihar Pandya in
February this year, says
her “life could not have been
any better”. You can’t possibly
miss the glow and smile on
Neeti’s face as she starts
talking about Nihar.
“I am just way happier now,
and I feel it’s so beautiful to get
married. All this while I
thought [marriage] will take
away from my career and it
will only add to my
responsibilities. But I
somehow feel that the opposite
has happened,” shares Neeti,
who was in the Capital to
promote her latest song,
Kudiye Ni, with Aparshakti
Khurana.
“Happy and relaxed”, Neeti
feels blessed to have got the
most supportive husband and
in-laws. “Life has definitely
changed for the better. Also,
more than anything else, my
parents are happy. They
always told us [my sisters and
I] that ‘when you meet the
right person who just gets the
best out of you, life becomes
better’. So, I think I’m very

S

fortunate that way,” she
says.
While the couple
completes four months of
marital bliss this month,
their fans must be wondering
why their honeymoon
pictures haven’t made it to
the social media yet. To
which, Neeti says, “We are
going this weekend.”
Adding why they could not
make it happen earlier, she
says, “After I got married, I
started working immediately
and did not take a break. So,
finally, I have got some time
and managed a 15-day break,
so we can go for our
honeymoon. Nihar also
managed his schedule
accordingly. We will be going
to Switzerland and as soon as I
am back, I will get back to
work again.”
Unlike many female
celebrities, who take a
sabbatical after marriage,
Neeti calls herself lucky to
have got such an
understanding partner in
Nihar, who “understands me
and makes sure that I follow
my dreams.”
And then, Neeti goes on to
say how Nihar loves her songs
especially Nainowale Ne

DHARMENDRA TO
REPLACE VINOD
KHANNA?

ith the completion of
25 years in Bollywood,
Sanjay Gupta is ready
to get back in the director’s
seat with Mumbai Saga — a
gangster drama, set in the
1980s-90s revolving around all
that went into transforming
Bombay into Mumbai.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series, this
ensemble cast film stars John

W

Nihar Pandya and Neeti Mohan

n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

alman Khan’s Dabangg 3
is slated to resume
shoot soon. Mystery that
remains unsolved is who
will play Salman-Arbaaz’s
father? Post Vinod Khanna’s
demise, the makers are
reportedly in search for a
new face. A recent news
report in Deccan Chronicle
suggests that Dharmendra
could be roped in. The
report states that Salman
Khan insists Dharmendra
should play his father.

S

-HTC

Abraham, Emraan Hashmi,
Jackie Shroff, Suniel Shetty,
Prateik Babbar, Gulshan
Grover, Rohit Roy, and Amole
Gupte, among others, and will
go on floors next month.
Speaking on the film,
Bhushan says, “Mumbai Saga
is our first film in the
gangster drama genre and
who better than Sanjay to
direct it. The film is inspired

by true events and yet the
characters are larger than
life. The entire cast will bring
so much to the table.”
An excited Sanjay adds,
“Twenty five years and 17
films later, I had to give my
audience something bigger
and better. Mumbai Saga is by
far my most ambitious film
which needed a visionary
producer. I am grateful to

www.youtube.com/user/ht

ver since the trailer of
the highly anticipated
Punjabi Film Shadaa,
starring the
blockbuster jodi of Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru Bajwa,
launched less than three
weeks ago, followed by an
onslaught of eye-catching
and ear-filling songs one
after another, audiences
just can’t get enough of this
film! Shadaa has
accumulated more than 40
million views and more
than five lakh likes on
Youtube, which is an
unheard feat for any
Punjabi film. As the
summer heat heats the
season and Shadaa heats up
Youtube, Punjabi audiences
worldwide are getting ready
to heat up the box office,
later this month, when
Shadaa releases. This is the
fifth film of this blockbuster
duo, which has set new box
office benchmarks every
time they have come
together on screen with
their previous outings in
Jihne Mera Dil Luteya, Jatt
& Juliet 1 and 2, and
Sardaarji. This time they
are coming together after a
gap of four years and the
anticipation for Punjabi
audiences to see them
together on screen is
evident from the large
numbers this film’s content
is tracking online.
As stated by the
producers, “Shadaa is a
comedy romance examining
the pros and cons of
marriage and whether one
should marry or remain an
eternal bachelor, as shown
in the trailer with its funny
one-liners.”

Bhushan for putting his faith
and might in it. It is one such
story that needs to be told on
screen.”
Gulshan Kumar presents,
T-Series and White Feature
Films production, Mumbai
Saga is produced by Bhushan
Kumar, Krishan Kumar and
Anuradha Gupta and directed
by Sanjay Gupta. The film is
likely to release in 2020. — HTC

ALI FAZAL TURNS
DIRECTOR FOR
BEST FRIEND’S
WEDDING FILM

Shadaagets40million
plusviewsonYouTube
E

Shreya Mukherjee
ctor Ali Fazal’s is wearing
two hats these days — one
of an actor and the other
of a director. He has two short
films, out of which, one is a
thriller, which will release
later this year and the second
one is inspired by the
legendary late actor Guru
Dutt. Though not a trained
director, the actor decided to
give direction a chance
because of his keen interest in
the field. Apart from these two
films, Ali recently also
directed a wedding film for his
best friend Vijay, which was
shot in Kochi.
Ali, who flew to Kochi with
his girlfriend Richa Chadha to
attend the occasion, not only
took part in all the ceremonies
but also fulfilled his promise of
making the film.
“It’s been a bunch of friends
whose lives since college
somehow revolved around the
movies. So, as luck would have
it, I had an idea about things.
All of us close friends have
been planning this for a while.
I just got a great team and
friend to shoot it and edit it.
Vijay and Amrita’s efforts on
creating the coolest wedding
required the right footage to
aid and enhance these
celebrations,” says Ali.

A

PHOTO: HTCS

Shadaa in Punjabi means
an unmarried person
beyond the eligible age of
marriage but this film has
also coined a new word
Shadee, the female
equivalent to this male
word. Diljit Dosanjh is
playing a character who
wants to get married but
was unable to because he
was always chasing the
wrong path and Neeru
Bajwa plays the character of

woman who doesn’t need a
man in her life. This is the
perfect formula for a
comedy romance
blockbuster! Written and
directed by Jagdeep Sidhu,
the director of the
blockbuster film Qismat,
produced by Atul Bhalla,
Amit Bhalla of A&A
Advisors and Anurag Singh,
Aman Gill, Pawan Gill of
Brat Films, it releases
worldwide on June 21, 2019.

n

‘I MIGHT GET
INTO POLITICS
IN THE FUTURE’
ayush Sharma believes
in giving back to the
society. Recently, the
actor helped schools in his
hometown, Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, to include
extracurricular activities as
part of their curriculum. He
took up this initiative to help
children provide platform to
hone their different skills.
The actor says he also wants
to set up a school in the
future.
He adds, “There is an
amazing pool of talent in
Himachal Pradesh, but they
don’t have the opportunity to
showcase their talents. With
time, I want to open a film
school in Himachal. We have

A
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETIMOHAN18

instagram.com/htcity

(From left,
second row):
Jackie Shroff,
Gulshan Grover,
John Abraham,
Bhushan Kumar,
Emraan Hashmi,
Sanjay Gupta,
Amole Gupte,
and Rohit Roy
(From left, front
row): Prateik
Babbar and
Suniel Shetty

Pooja Sharma

(Padmaavat; 2018), Jiya Re
(Jab Tak Hai Jaan; 2012), Ishq
Wala Love (Student of the
Year; 2012). “I remember, once
Sau Aasmaan (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) was playing
somewhere and Nihar said, ‘Is
this your song?’ and then he
told me how all this while, he
loved that song and my voice
but never knew it was me,” she
shares, adding with a laugh,
“But you know, he has to like
all my songs now, he has no
other option.”

twitter.com/htshowbiz

PHOTO: HTCS

B

Shreya Mukherjee

www.facebook.com/HTcity

Bhushan Kumar and Sanjay Gupta
join hands for Mumbai Saga

STOP PRESS

Swiss
honeymoon
for Neeti
and Nihar

www.hindustantimes.com

IIT in Himachal, then
why not a film
school?”
Aayush hails from a
family of politicians. On
asking if he has political
ambitions too, he says,
“Never say never! I do have
political opinions, which I
suppress now because I’m an
actor and I don’t want to get
into any unnecessary
controversy. In future, I
might get into politics if I feel
I can bring some change.”
Talking further about his
hometown the Loveyatri
(2018) actor adds that he
really misses the
mountains. “As a kid, I
would trek every day and
find beautiful locations
where nobody would go. I’m
waiting for my son (Ahil) to
grow up so that I take
him on a trek with me.
Mumbai is my home and
Mumbaikars have been
really welcoming,” says
Aayush.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Aayush
Sharma

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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It is about time that a healthy lifestyle is
adopted. An investment opportunity
needs to be weighed properly, before
committing your money. Pressure of
work is set to increase. A pressing
domestic problem will be resolved to the
satisfaction of all. A long vacation with
partner is indicated for some. You may think
in terms of buying or selling property, as stars
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Lucy Hale: The American actor, known for her role
in TV shows Pretty Little Liars, turns 30 today.

appear favourable.

Those feeling unwell for sometime are
likely to recover quickly. The time is ripe
to add to your financial assets. Today,
you may get the opportunity to further
your aims both on the professional and
personal fronts. A vacation is on the
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
cards, but reservation may become a
problem. Getting the best price for a house
or property may become problematic and force
you to rethink. Academically, you are likely to excel.

You move towards total fitness. Spending
without a set plan is likely to make you
touch savings. You are likely to get a
chance to spend an enjoyable time with
someone close today. Those seeking a
break from the routine can expect to go
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
on an enjoyable vacation. A new
acquisition will meet your aim of keeping up
with the Joneses. You will need to be quick on
the academic front, before the pressure overwhelms you.

Daily workouts promise to work wonders
for your health, but you will need to be
regular. Earning is likely to improve and
will help ward off an expected financial
crunch. A lot is happening on the home
CANCER
front, so expect to enjoy an exciting time
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
today. Commuting can eat into your
leisure time today. Moving to a new place
will be like a breath of fresh air. A satisfactory
performance on the academic front may come as a big relief for some.

Love Focus: You get the opportunity to impress someone on the
romantic front.

Love Focus: Newlyweds are likely to plan out a short vacation
together.

Love Focus: Pop the question only if you are certain of the answer,
otherwise don’t rush things and spend some more time together!

Love Focus: Those craving companionship will need to cast their net
wider.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Golden

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will take positive steps towards
achieving perfect health. You will be in a
position to earn well and party hard!
Homemakers may find it cumbersome
to effect changes at home. Travelling on
a business trip may not bring the
expected returns, but you will still benefit.
This is a good time to invest in property. A
family youngster is likely to make you proud by
his or her achievements.

Peak physical fitness is assured for those
working out. Try what you may, making
your mark in a totally different field will
be difficult. Spouse or a family member
may have lined up a surprise for you
today. Pilgrimage may help in evolving
spiritually. Time is ripe to buy property.
Admission to the institute or university of
choice may become a reality for some,
especially those aspiring to study abroad.

Choosing the best from several health
options may appear confusing. Your
initiative to open new avenues of
earning may meet with partial success.
Do your bit for a family elder to avoid
getting into an embarrassing situation.
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
Travelling may prove therapeutic for
some. Those thinking of renovation may be
forced to shelve the project for some time. Your
example as a role model may be quoted on the academic front.

Irregular eating may not be in your favour.
Someone you had been banking on for
monetary assistance may back out at the
last moment. Chances of bagging a
lucrative assignment look real, so keep
at it. Some turbulence on the domestic
SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
front is in store, but don’t escalate
matters. Smooth going is indicated for
those on a long journey. Feeling paranoid about
a property deal may not be without basis, so remain alert. Admission
to a prestigious institute may become a reality for some.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Love and passion can dominate your mind today, so plan
on a most happening evening!

Love Focus: Channelising all your energy in wooing the one you like
is certain to brighten your chances for romance.

Love Focus: Your brooding nature may not let you enjoy lover’s
company.

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light Blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Pink

A lucrative investment opportunity can
tempt you, but take the suggestions of
others before putting in money. Your
skills and expertise will prove your
biggest assets in getting established in
a new job. Health may cause concern,
SAGITTARIUS
but will be nothing serious. A family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
friend is likely to give good health advice.
Those in love may plan an outing together.
Success is ordained for those involved in a property dispute.

Neglecting seasonal changes may lead to
illness, so take adequate precautions. A
financial issue is likely to go in your
favour. You will manage to convince
business partner about your pet project.
Travelling long distance by road may not
CAPRICORN
be too comfortable, due to frequent
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
delays and traffic jams. Some of you are set
to shift into a bigger house. Those pursuing
higher studies will be able to make good progress.

New approach to a nagging health problem
will help in dealing with it better. Gains
from various sources will keep the
coffers brimming. A competition that
had instilled fear in you will be aced
without much difficulty. Witnessing an
AQUARIUS
event with family is on the cards for some.
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
A long journey may prove tiring and boring.
Some of you are set to shift into a bigger home.
Someone may be following your progress on the academic front.

You manage to remain healthy. Repaying a
loan may pose some difficulties, so start
cutting corners. Support of a well-wisher
at work will prove a morale booster and
lighten the workload. Constant
interruptions are likely to prevent you
PISCES
from having a relaxing time at home.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Travellers will experience a smooth journey.
A new acquisition can put you in the exclusive
club. Academic success is possible, but not without efforts.

Love Focus: Look your best if you want to win the heart of the one
you secretly love.

Love Focus: You may find lover at his or her complaining best; handle
them with patience.

Love Focus: Someone is likely to invite you over today for a cosy time
together!

Love Focus: You are likely to express your feelings to someone you
have a soft corner for.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Dark Blue

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Red

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Love Focus: Time is ripe for popping the question to your beloved.

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Pardesi Pardesi from Raja
Hindustani (1995) was sampled for
the song BKAB that is heard in the
film V For Vendetta (2005).

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3116
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

T

edged sword”, Tisca says, “If
you are not clicked then that
means there is no demand for
your picture and then, on the
other hand, you say ‘hum
Juhu beach pe ja kar bhelpuri
tak nahi kha sakte.’ Arey ghar
mangwa lo na bhai agar
bhelpuri khani hai toh. If you
want to be clicked, you will be
clicked but if you don’t want it,
you can avoid it too. Everyone
can live a private life, except
for a few big stars.” says the
actor, currently seen in a web
series.
Taking a dig, Tisca further
adds, “There are many who
pretend to be private and then
say that ‘hum to nahi chahte ki
hamari photo kheenche but ye
kheench lete hai.’ That’s
nonsense.” The actor says she
enjoys being clicked but there
is just one condition. “I just
don’t like people taking my
photos when I am eating as I
feel it’s very intrusive. Other
than that, please take my
pictures.”
Many have pointed out how
the paparazzi culture is a
menace for celebrity kids. So,
how does her six-year-old
daughter react to this? “My
daughter does not like people
taking my pictures because
she feels possessive. She also
gets irritated at airports and
restaurants. So, I request them
to ask her if she is okay with
them taking my picture. On
some days, she is okay with it
and on some days, she isn’t. So
they have to go away and they
do listen to kids,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Eaves, rotor, stilts, meninx
ANSWER: I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks to the
exterminator. - Emo Philips (used in Times)

he airports have evolved
into fashion runways, all
thanks to celebrities
turning up in their stylish best
as they fly in and out. And this
trend of dressing up — high
heels and designer clothes —
for airports has caught up with
many in Bollywood, but Tisca
Chopra prefers to exclude
herself from this lot. “It is
important to be presentable,”
she continues, “I personally
can’t wear heels to the airport.
That’s not going to work for
me. I mean how the hell would
I manage that and why would I
want to be so uncomfortable? I
like being stylish but at the
same time there has to be a
certain level of practicality.”
The paparazzi culture is
still new in our country but it
has also become quite big in no
time, and celebrities are
hounded by them almost
everywhere they go — be it
gyms, restaurants, salons or
events. Calling it a “double-

I was sleeping the other night, alone, thanks
to the ____.
- Emo Philips (used in Tiimes) (12)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Ican’twearheels
totheairport:
TiscaChopra

SVAE E
OTORR
LS S I T T
EINMNX

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Salman told me, ‘You look like a fat
cow’: Rohit Roy on his weight loss
journey

MOVIES ON TV

Sangeeta Yadav
oon after he posted his
physical transformation
pictures on social media
recently, actor Rohit Roy was
flooded with messages and
comments. While the first
picture was from when he
weighed 90kg, the second gave
a glimpse of his fitter self after
he shed 12kg. The 50-year-old
opens up about how the
weight gain adversely
impacted his life and career,
and how getting back in shape
helped him bag the film Paltan
(2018), and an upcoming TV
soap as well.

S

Your physical transformation looks
incredible. How did it come about?
I did a Bengali film, Mrs Sen,
in 2013, for which I had to put
on 10kg. But after the film got
over, I took it easy and
ballooned up to 90kg, which
I’ve never been. For the last
couple of years, I’ve been a
little erratic in terms of my
fitness and eating habits. So,
now was the time to get back in
shape.
All this time when you had this
extra weight on — did it affect your

Shaolin Soccer
at 1712

Rohit Roy posted these pictures
of his transformation on
Instagram recently. He went
from 90kg to 78kg
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/ROHITROY500

health or work?
Yes, it took a toll on my selfconfidence and self-esteem
because I didn’t look the same.
I lost the confidence to meet
people. On the work front, I
must have called everybody I
could think of to seek work. But
none of them offered me
anything. You have friends,
they know you and also that
you are a talented actor, but
then it doesn’t work that way.
Was that the point you decided to
shed those extra pounds?
It was my mother, and actor
Salman Khan who encouraged
me to lose weight. One day, my
mum asked, ‘Beta, don’t you
think you’ve gained a little
weight?’ That made me realise
that I had become fat. Later,
while playing Celebrity Cricket
League in Ahmedabad, I got

hurt and was not able to play
one day. And at that time,
Salman told me, ‘You look like
a fat cow. How do you think
you are going to get work?’
That was the last thing I
wanted to hear. This made me
hit the gym and lose weight.

How difficult was the whole
process of transformation?
Losing weight isn’t rocket
science. Just keep it simple.
I started having four to five
meals daily and going to the
gym twice a day. I stopped
drinking. I eat a lot of protein
with very little carbs. I don’t
like wheat as it makes me feel
bloated. I’ve almost stopped
eating bread. I do indulge once
in a while and have pizza. It
took me six to eight months to
see its effect on my body.
Though people are praising my
transformation, I still feel
there’s a long way to go.

EDITOR’S
PICK

0943 IP Man 3
1136 Spy Kids 3-D:
Game Over
1308 Mission Impossible –
Ghost Protocol
1525 XXX: State of The
Union
1712 Shaolin Soccer
1903 The Tuxedo
2100 War of The Worlds
2312 The Hangover Part III

Captain America: The First
Avenger at 1438
1039 Shanghai Noon
1246 Cars 3
1438 Captain America: The First
Avenger
1654 The Marine
1848 The Expendables 2
2050 Men In Black 3
2302 Taken 3

Vinashak: Destroyer at 1430

Men In Black
at 2309

1125 Ghar Sansar
1430 Vinashak: Destroyer
1715 Hum Hai Players
2000 Boss
2300 Chandramukhi Ka Badla

1028 Double Dhamaal
1327 Happy New Year
1705 Return of Raju
2000 Wanted
2309 Men In Black

Inferno at 1548
1010 U.S. Marshals
1219 Going In Style
1354 The Ring
1548 Inferno
1749 Mousehunt
1922 A Cinderella Story
2101 Blended
2302 Beverly Hills Ninja

Secret Superstar at 1149
0921 Circus Car
1149 Secret Superstar
1502 Munna Michael
1756 Time Story
2100 Mahaabali
2327 Khiladi Khel Ka
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AUBREY, KUMAIL
TO PRESENT
MTV AWARDS
The movie shows how the lead character struggles when he accidentally lands in Pakistan’s
territory.

Scheduled to be held on June 17, MTV Movie and
TV Awards 2019 has released its star-studded
list of presenters

HTCS

Munda Faridkotia all set to
hit theatres today
he much awaited
Roshan Prince and
Sharan Kaur movie
Munda Faridkotia will be on
silver screens today.
The movie is a comedy
satire based on a character
who lives in Faridkot.
Born and raised in
Faridkot, Farid Singh Brar
loves his homeland and
spends his time between
farming and hanging out
with his best friend Maddi.
Farid’s mother is frustrated
from his aimless lifestyle
and gives him an ultimatum
to move to Canada. A
disheartened Farid prays at

T

a dargah to grant him one
wish, to somehow let him
stay in Faridkot. The next
morning he wakes up to find
his wish granted. The only
problem is that the Faridkot
he ended up in is a village in
Pakistan! What follows
forms the crux of the
comedy Munda Faridkotia.
The movie, produced
under the banner of
Dalmora Films, shows how
the lead character struggles
to survive when he
accidentally lands in
Pakistan’s territory.
Fearing that he is from
other nation, this character

CHARACTER FARID
SINGH BRAR LOVES
HIS HOMELAND
FARIDKOT AND
SPENDS HIS TIME
BETWEEN FARMING
AND HANGING
OUT WITH FRIENDS

Singer Jonita
Gandhi on the
global appeal of
Indian pop and
her love for
indie music

SHUTTERSTOCK

Sangeeta Yadav
hile some may feel that
working in a femalecentric film takes away
the spotlight from the male
actors, actor Amol Parashar
begs to differ and says he has
no qualms in working with an
all-women team. So, when he
was approached to work
opposite actors Konkona
Sensharma and Bhumi
Pednekar in Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare, he
didn’t give a second thought
and grabbed the offer.
“Who doesn’t want to work
with an ace producer like Ekta
Kapoor, director Alankrita
Shrivastava and co-stars
Konkona Sensharma and
Bhumi Pednekar?” Amol asks,
adding, “When I am
approached for any project, I
don’t think about what the film
centres around or whether it is
a female-centric film or malecentric film. I never question
who is going to be on the
poster. What matters to me is
what kind of energy you bring
to the sets.”
For the 29-year-old actor,
who has earlier worked in
films such as Rocket Singh:
Salesman of the Year (2009),
Babloo Happy Hai (2014) and
Traffic (2016), it has been a
conscious decision “to do
something interesting rather
than just be in any film for the
sake of it.”
What matters the most to
him are the people he’s
working with. “You never

W

ctors Aubrey Plaza,
Kumail Nanjiani, Dave
Bautista, and Jameela
Jamil are among the
Hollywood stars who will be
presenting at the MTV Awards
2019.
According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the line-up for this
year’s movie and television
awards also includes Daniel
Levy, David Spade, Kiernan
Shipka, Maude Apatow, Mj
Rodriguez, Shameik Moore,

A

and Storm Reid. Both the red
carpet and the award ceremony
will be streamed live.
New categories were
introduced in this edition,
including reality royalty, most
meme-able moment, and best
real-life hero. Game of
Thrones, RBG, and Avengers:
Endgame lead the nominations
list.The awards ceremony, to
be hosted by Shazam! actor
Zachary Levi, will be held on
PTI
June 17.

Sophie off to Spain for
her bachelorette party

etter late than never!
Actor Sophie Turner
recently decided to jet off
for a fun bachelorette party,
weeks after her secret Las
Vegas wedding with singer
Joe Jonas.
Turner flew all the way to
Benidorm, Spain, with her
gang of girlfriends, including
Game Of Thrones co-star
Maisie Williams, to celebrate
her upcoming second wedding
ceremony. The Spanish
Princess fame Nadia Parkes
also attended the bash.
According to a report by Us
Weekly, they landed in Spain

B

Samarth Goyal

S

n

PHOTOS:

pretends to be mute to stay
away from difficulties.
Sharan Kaur, a TV
actress who’s making debut
in Punjabi film, said she
underwent some
transformations to fit into
her character named
Mariyam.

‘Hope to see indie music
thrive’

inger-songwriter Jonita
Gandhi is quite positive
about the future of Indian
pop music, and feels
global audiences are slowly but
surely opening up to it.
“Audiences around the globe
are more open to Indian music
than ever before. More
collaborations are happening
between languages and genres
than we’ve seen or heard in the
past, and so it does seem
possible that Indian music will
find its place in the West and on
the world stage,” says Jonita,
who is known for her singles
such as Allah Duhai Hai (Race
3, 2018), Bas Tu Hai (3 Storeys,
2018) and Gilehriyaan (Dangal,
2016).
The 29-year-old feels the
resurgence of non-film music
in India is one of the many
reasons why Indian music is
going global. “Independent
music is more artist-focussed,
whereas Bollywood music is
actor-focussed. As an artist, I’m
always happy to see
independent music thrive. I
hope to see this trend
continue,” says the singer, who
recently released her
independent single, Haaye Oye,
which was composed by
Tareefan-fame composer,
Qaran.
“When he approached me to
collaborate on an acoustic
version of his hit song, Haaye
Oye, I thought of it as a fun
challenge. I feel we really gave
the song a new colour by
slowing it down and stripping
down the arrangement to
mostly guitar and voice,” says
Jonita.
The singer adds that it is
important for artists, especially
musicians, to stay relevant.
“New content is coming out
every day, and it’s tough
to stay relevant. For me, one of
the most valuable things I try to
do is to keep my eyes, ears, and
mind open. Listening to a
variety of music and
being open to trying new things
with every project you
undertake can really make a
difference,” she signs off.

‘I never question who’s
going to be on the
poster of the film’

Aubrey Plaza;
(right) Kumail
Nanjiani

on Sunday for the festivities.
While Sophie has not updated
her Instagram feed with the
bachelorette party posts, the
Dark Phoenix star’s close
friend Blair Noel Croce shared
pictures from the private jet.
“We can’t have nice things. The
entire plane spilled their
McDonald’s & drinks on take
off. Bless that flight attendant’s
heart,” she captioned it.
Sophie and Joe had
surprised the world when, after
their stunning appearance at
the Billboard Music Awards in
May, they got hitched in Vegas.
It was all thanks to

When I am approached
for a project, I don’t
think about what the
film centres around.
What matters to me is
that what kind of
energy you bring to the
sets.
AMOL PARASHAR
ACTOR
know what the film turns out
to be at the end. But if you have
a director like Alankrita as the
captain of the ship, who you
know isn’t going to write and
direct something randomly,
you just trust the directors
blindly. That’s why I didn’t
want to lose the opportunity to
work with people like that,”
Amol signs off.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Actor Sophie
Turner
American DJ Diplo — who
broke the news on social media
by posting a series of Instagram
stories from the private
ceremony — that the world got
know about the wedding.
During a Canadian Radio
show, Joe revealed that his
folks, like everyone else, found
out about the nuptials through
social media.
ANI

A still from
the song
Bekhayali
from Kabir
Singh

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Song
Bekhayali
Slow Motion
Chashni
Hook Up Song
Tujhe Kitna Chahne Lage
Mere Sohneya
The Jawaani Song

8. Kudiye Ni
9. Tu Mila Toh Haina
10. Hauli Hauli

Album
Kabir Singh
Bharat
Bharat
Student Of The Year 2
Kabir Singh
Kabir Singh
Student Of The Year 2
Aparshakti Khurana
and Neeti Mohan
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

06

htcity ENTERTAINMENT

Kevin Hart sued for
assault and battery
Kevin Hart was
in news last
year after his
old homophobic
tweets led to
him stepping
down as Oscar
host PHOTO:

A

‘DIDN’TWANTTO BE
SOCIALJUSTICE GIRL’
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/AVADUVERNAY

ilmmaker Ava DuVernay
says she was initially
averse to making films on
sociopolitical subjects. The
director said after receiving
critical acclaim for her films
Middle of Nowhere (2012) and
Selma (2014), every other
script that came her way
revolved around slavery.
“For a long time I didn’t
want to be social justice girl.
After Middle of Nowhere,
Selma and then 13th (2016), I
get every slavery script,” she
revealed.
“After A Wrinkle in Time
(2018), all I wanted was to tell
something true, and
something that was real, and I
went right back to the place I
said I didn’t want to go. I
realised, ‘You are social
justice girl — social justice
woman’. And that’s ok,” the
Oscar-nominated director
added, while speaking at The
Hollywood Reporter’s TV
Director Roundtable.
DuVernay’s latest project,
the web series When They See
Us, centres around the
Central Park Five — five
black and Hispanic teenagers
accused of rape and assault of
a white woman in 1989.
DuVernay said the
probability of being “pigeonholed” in the industry or
emerging a role model
because of the projects she

F

CHRISTOPHER
POLK/AFP

ctor-comedian Kevin Hart
is facing a lawsuit from a
woman who claims that
she was injured by a member
of his security team.
Carmen Marrero alleged
that one of his security guards,
who she referred to as John
Doe, caused her “to fall and
sustain serious personal
injuries” while Hart was
being escorted out of a
building in New York City in
January, People quoted the
documents obtained by The
Blast.
Marrero has accused the
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guard of assault and battery
alleging that she was
“seriously and permanently
injured” from the incident.
She is seeking unspecified
damages.
According to People, the
incident is believed to have
taken place around the same
time Hart pulled out of Oscars
last year in December on
account of his homophobic
tweets from the past.
Hart is known for films such
as Ride Along (2014), Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle (2017),
ANI
and Night School (2018).

This is what lives on
when I’m done. It’s a
very intimate process,
the choosing... these
films are my children.
AVA DUVERNAY
FILMMAKER

veers towards does not affect
her anymore.
However, she said choosing
to direct a particular project
is an “intimate process”.
“This is what lives on when
I’m done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I’ve got
to just like it for myself. I’m
tethered to these things for
years. I also don’t have
children — these films are my
children, these projects are
my children. My name is on
this, that matters to me. This
is what lives on when I’m
done. It’s a very intimate
process, the choosing. I trust
myself enough to know I’m
not choosing things that are
irresponsible for myself, so
they wouldn’t be
irresponsible to the people
who may look up to me for
whatever reason,” she
PTI
explained.

Stills from Elton John’s
biopic Rocketman and
(below) Freddie Mercury’s
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody

Josh returns to the small screen with a thriller-drama
earl Harbor (2001) star
Josh Hartnett is set to
star in the thriller series,
Paradise Lost. According to
The Hollywood Reporter, the
10-episode show will also
feature actors Bridget Regan,
Barbara Hershey, and Nick
Nolte.
The series revolves around
a psychiatrist (played by
Regan) who moves from
California to her husband’s

P

(played by Hartnett)
hometown in Mississippi,
where she uncovers
secrets that change
the lives of everybody
involved.
Rodes Fishburne has
created and written the series.
He is also attached as an
executive producer and
showrunner. Arika Lisanne
Mittman and John Lee
Hancock will serve as co-

showrunners. Hancock will
direct the pilot episode.
The release date of the
show is yet to be announced.
Hartnett has earlier
starred in films such as
Wicker Park (2004) and 30
Days of Night (2007). His
production credits include
August (2008) and 6 Below:
Miracle on the Mountain
(2017).

PTI

Maddenfeltbroken
afterBodyguard
A

A still from
Bodyguard

outh Korean popstar, Kim
Hanbin, better known as
B.I., has released a
statement in which he has
confirmed that he has quit his
group, iKON. The statement
came from the 22-year-old after
he was accused of purchasing
marijuana and LSD, back in
2016.
“I apologise for the
inconvenience caused by my
inappropriate actions. It’s true
that I once wanted to rely on
things that were so hard and
painful that I should not even
have an interest. But I was also
scared... However, I am also
ashamed and sorry to all of you
and the members who are
greatly disappointed and hurt...
I want to leave my team and
humbly reflect on my mistakes.
I apologise once again for your
heartfelt sympathy...,” read his
statement on social media.
Purchasing drugs is a
serious offence in South Korea.
If convicted, he could face up to
four years in prison. iKON’s
management company, too,
released a statement
confirming Hanbin’s departure
from the group.
A section of fans kick started
an online petition asking the
company to reinstate him, as
they feel that Hanbin did
“nothing worth ending his
whole career” — the singer
only admitted to considering
drug purchase, and not
actually going through with it
HTC
or using anything.

S

Josh Hartnett has
earlier starred in
films such as
Wicker Park
(2004) and
30 Days of Night
(2007)

ctor Richard Madden said
playing the role of a war
veteran with post
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) in the hit TV show
Bodyguard took a toll on him.
The 32-year-old portrayed
the role of David Budd who is
assigned to protect
controversial politician-home
secretary Julia Montague
(played by actor Keeley
Hawes), while dealing with
PTSD at the same time.
Madden said there was a
point when he thought he
needed to “stop doing this” for
a while.
“It weighed very heavy on
me. You spend more time in
someone else’s clothes, saying
someone else’s words,
thinking someone else’s
thoughts. You do lose a bit of
yourself. I’m not a method

IKON’S FRONTMAN
QUITS OVER DRUG
ALLEGATIONS

actor in any way, but you get a
huge hangover from this. At
the end of this, I felt very
isolated and broken, much like
the character was,” he said at
The Hollywood Reporter’s
Drama Actor Roundtable.
The actor, who shot to
global fame with Game of
Thrones, said he spoke to some
soldiers to research for the
role, adding it was “tough” to
get them to open up.
“They really don’t want to
talk about it. PTSD is
something that people live
with everyday. It can be a
really trickling level of
anxiety you constantly live
with, or paranoia, or panic
attacks,” he said, adding that
his goal was “to humanise
PTSD within someone who is
in complete denial about it”.

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHXXBI131

Freddie Mercury was
almost in Rocketman
ilmmaker Dexter Fletcher
came very close to giving
Rami Malek’s Freddie
Mercury a cameo in Elton
John’s biopic, Rocketman.
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)
and Rocketman have many
overlapping common
elements, connecting the two
films. Fletcher, who directed
the 2018 film after the original
director Bryan Singer was
fired halfway through the
process, helmed Rocketman
in its entirety.
Another common point is
that both films used their
subjects’ music as the soul of
the stories and feature
LGBTQ protagonists.
But most significantly, the
two films feature John Reid,
who managed both Queen and
Elton John at the peak of their
careers.
Flirting with this very
common string, Fletcher
thought of adding Freddie
Mercury’s special appearance
in John’s biopic.
“There was an idea I had at
one point, where Elton is in a
restaurant with his mother. I
thought John Reid (played by
Richard Madden) and Freddie
could be at another table and
they wave at each other,”
Entertainment Weekly
quoted Fletcher’s interview
with Gay Star News.
However, he finally decided
against it. “That would have
been amazing, but it didn’t

F

come to pass. It would have
been a little too knowing. I’m
not looking to set out to make
a cinematic universe,” the
filmmaker asserted.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a
biopic based on the life of
Queen frontman Freddie
Mercury, who is
played by Rami Malek in the
film.
After massive success at
box office, the film ended up
collecting a numerous
accolades — including best
actor wins for Malek at
Academy Awards, Golden
Globe, Screen Actors Guild,
and Bafta.
On the other hand, the
Taron Egerton-starrer
Rocketman follows Elton
John’s journey — starting
from a young piano prodigy
named Reginald Dwight to a
rock star struggling with
addiction who finally finds his
way to sobriety.

ANI
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