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Mamatareachesoutbut
doctorstermiteyewash

MULTI-AGENCY
BODY TO TRACK
ALL TERRORISM
CASES IN J&K

HT Correspondents and Agencies

terror monitoring group, which
is led by the Jammu and Kashmir Police and includes representatives from the Intelligence
Bureau, Central Bureau of
Investigation, National Investigation Agency and the income
tax department, will now expand
its ambit to monitor the progress
of all terror-related cases in the
Valley, officials aware of the
developments said on Saturday.
The group was initially set up
to evaluate evidence when the
Centre had decided to declare
Jammat-e-Islami (Jammu and
Kashmir) and the Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) as
banned organisations under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.
“The group will continue to
monitor major terror-related
cases. The primary motive is to
ensure that terror-related cases,
especially those before the
courts, do not fall between two
stools for lack of evidence. That
is why the J&K Police has been
made the fulcrum,” a senior official of the ministry of home
affairs said on condition of anonymity.
In the first six months of this
year, security forces have killed
111 militants, including some top
commanders of terror outfits .

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI: West Bengal
chief ministerMamataBanerjee
appealed to agitating doctors in
the state to rejoin work and the
Centreaskedhergovernmentfor
a report into the matter, even as
striking medical professionals
said on Saturday they will continue their protest against
attackson doctorsbecausethere
was “no honest initiative by the
chief minister” to resolve the
matter.
Thousands of doctors are protestingacrossthecountryoveran
incident in which three junior
doctorsatNRSMedicalCollegein
Kolkata were assaulted by the
relatives of a patient who died
during treatment on Monday.
Hours before Banerjee
appeared to soften her stance on
Saturday by assuring that the
careersofthedoctors“willnotbe
hampered”, the striking junior
doctors in West Bengal turned
downtheCM’sproposalfortalks
at the state secretariat. They
demanded thatBanerjeeholdan
open discussion at the hospital
andnota“closed-doormeeting”.
“We doubt the objectivity and
safety of talks with a handful of
our representatives behind

n

Doctors at the All India Institute of Medical Science protest in New Delhi on Saturday against the assault
AMAL KS/HT PHOTO
on junior doctors at a hospital in West Bengal.

closed doors. We want the chief
ministertocometoNRS(Medical
College and Hospital) and hold
talks with all of us,” a joint statement by the agitating doctors
said.
Stirs and demonstrations by
doctorscontinuedacrossseveral
states and Union Territories,
prompting the ministry of home
affairsto issue anadvisoryto the
West Bengal government on the

ongoing strike.
The advisory said: “This ministry is in receipt of a number of
representations from doctors,
health care professionals and
medicalassociationsfromdifferent parts of the country for their
safety and security in view of the
ongoingstrikebydoctorsinWest
Bengal. It is requested that a
detailed report be sent urgently
ontherepresentationsandongo-

ing strike by the doctors.”
Union health minister Harsh
Vardhan called for punitive
action against those attacking
healthcareprofessionals,saying
“strict action must be taken
against anyone who assaults
them”.
Banerjee responded to the
Unionminister’sremark by saying that health was a state subject.

India take on
Pakistan at Old
Trafford today in
one of the most
anticipated
clashes at the
Cricket
World Cup

letters@hindustantimes.com

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TIME FOR 7-0?

HT Correspondent

NATIONWIDE STIR Key demands still unmet, say protesters after CM softens stance
n

INDIA VS PAKISTAN

NEW DELHI: A multi-disciplinary

INDIA VS PAK
IN ODIs
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WON

Rich donors pledged millions for Notre Dame, didn’t pay a cent
Associated Press
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: The billionaire French

n

Notre Dame on Saturday held its 1st mass since the fire. REUTERS

donors who publicly promised
flashy donations totaling hundreds of millions to rebuild
Notre Dame have not yet paid a
penny towards the restoration
of the French national monument.
Instead, it’s been mainly
American and French citizens,
via charitable foundations at
Notre Dame, that have footed

the bills and paid salaries for
the up to 150 workers
employed by the cathedral
since the April 15 fire that devastated the cathedral’s roof
and caused its masterpiece
spire to collapse. This month
they are handing over the first
payment for the cathedral’s
reconstruction of 3.6 million
euros ($4 million).
“The big donors haven’t
paid,” said Andre Finot, a senior press official. “They want to
know what exactly their

money is being spent on and if
they agree to it before they
hand it over, and not just to pay
employees’ salaries.”
Almost $1 billion was promised by France’s richest families and companies in the
hours and days after the
inferno. It prompted criticism
that the donations were as
much about the vanity of the
donors wishing to be immortalised in the edifice’s fabled
stones than the preservation of
church heritage.
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THAT’S SIX!
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Pakistan won the
1992 edition of
the World Cup
but suffered a
43-run defeat
against India in a
group game

The two sides
faced off in the
quarterfinals
and India won
by 39 runs

1996

India put on 227/6
and Pakistan
were dismissed
for 180 runs, with
pacer Venkatesh
Prasad taking
five wickets

Saeed Anwar’s
101-run knock
guided Pakistan
to 273/7. Sachin
Tendulkar's 75-ball
98 won India the
game by 6 wickets

Before winning
its second
World Cup,
India defeated
Pakistan by 29
runs in a crucial
semi-final

Virat Kohli’s 107
gave India a
75-run win over
Pakistan

1999

n
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NEW DELHI:PrimeMinisterNaren-

dra Modi said on Saturday the
goal of making India a $5-trillion
economyby2024is“challenging,
but achievable” as he addressed
thefirstmeetingofthegoverning
counciloftheNitiAayogsincethe
BJP’s victory in this summer’s
Lok Sabha elections.
Atthefifthsuchmeetingofthe
governmentthinktank’sgoverning council, the Prime Minister
said the target can be achieved
with the concerted efforts of
states. He asked the states to recognise their core competence,
and work towards raising their
gross domestic product targets
right from the district level.
Niti Aayog vice chairman
Rajiv Kumar said the PM also

announcedahigh-leveltaskforce
tobringstructuralreformsinthe
field of agriculture. “The task
force will be constituted very
soon. It will submit its report in
2-3 months. The emphasis is on
how to increase production and
marketingintheagriculturesector,”KumarsaidafterSaturday’s
meeting.
The ruling BJP had promised
to make India a $5 trillion economy by 2025 in its election manifestoaheadofthenationalpollsin
April.
The size of India’s economy
was estimated at $2.75 trillion at
the end of March. In 2017, India’s
$2.6-trillion economy surpassed
France’s to become the world’s
sixthlargest.Indiaislikelytosurpass the UK as the fifth largest
economy this year.
››CAPT, DIDI SKIP MEET, P9

Govt may come out
with new toll policy
Anisha Dutta
n

come out with a national policy
aimedatrevisingtheexistingtoll
rates for national highways and
reclassifying vehicle types,
accordingtoofficialswithknowledge of the matter who said the
charges for private cars may be
increased.
Theministryofroadtransport
andhighwayshas hiredconsultancy firm Boston Consulting
Group (BCG) to prepare a draft
policy in collaboration with the
National HighwaysAuthorityof
India to revamp the toll system,
which was last revised in 2008.
“Wearein theprocessoffinalising the draft which is being
steered by NHAI. The thing is

THRASHING OF
MUKTSAR WOMAN:
CONG LEADER HELD

HONG KONG
SUSPENDS CHINA
EXTRADITION BILL

VADODARA: Seven people, including
four sanitation workers, died on
Saturday after allegedly inhaling
toxic fumes while cleaning the
sewer of a hotel in Gujarat’s Vadodara district, officials said.
››P8

MUKTSAR :A woman was dragged
out of her home and beaten up by
the brother of a Congress leader and
his men in Muktsar. Seven persons,
including Congress councillor Rakesh
Chaudhary, have been arrested. ››P3

HONG KONG:Hong Kong’s embattled leader on Saturday suspended
a hugely divisive bill that would
allow extraditions to China, in a
major climbdown following
unprecedented unrest.
››P19

A

BML Munjal University (BMU) founded by the promoters of Hero Group, is
focused on creating 21st century environment for learning and development.
BMU has partnered with leading International Universities to prepare students
for a Global Career with International Immersion modules.
Programmes
B.Tech

Immersion with Global University Partners

University of Warwick

B.Sc Economics (Hons)
BBA
BA LLB (Hons)

n Centre plans to reduce toll

MBA

London School of Economics
and Political Science
Imperial College London

Academic Partners

ADMISSIONS OPEN
Up to 100% Scholarship for meritorious students

thattollratesforpassengervehicles are very low in India in comparisonwiththerestoftheworld
but the rates for transport goods
vehicles remain very high.

INITIATIVE

100%*OF OUR
STUDENTS GET
INTERNATIONAL
EXPOSURE AT
TOP RANKED
UNIVERSITIES

IN THE PIPELINE
for goods vehicles and
increase charges for
passenger cars on
national highways
n Govt also looking at a system
where passengers are
required to pay only for the
distance travelled instead of
the entire stretch
n Focus is also on re-classification of vehicle types into
light and heavy ones

MATCH STARTS
AT 3PM

7 DIE CLEANING
HOTEL SEWER
IN VADODARA

BBA LLB (Hons)

Anisha.dutta@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Centre may soon
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At World Cups, India have a perfect record against Pakistan: Played 6, won 6
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htpunjab
shortstories
REHAB CENTRE
SEALED AFTER
DEATH OF INMATE
BATHINDA: After a drug addict
admitted to a rehabilitation
centre managed by a private
foundation died under suspicious
circumstances on Saturday, the
district administration has sealed
the facility. Dheeraj Kumar, 40, of
Bhagu Road was brought to Navi
Kiran Foundation Centre on Friday
and was found dead on Saturday.
Bathinda deputy commissioner B
Srinivasan said the man was
brought to the centre on Friday.
“The centre has been sealed and
as many as 10 persons undergoing
rehabilitation there have been
shifted to the government
de-addiction centre at the
Bathinda civil hospital. The
administration will act on the
basis of what the postmortem
HTC
report says,” he said.

PSPCL JE arrested for
taking bribe in Faridkot
FARIDKOT: Vigilance Bureau on
Saturday nabbed a junior engineer (JE) of Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL),
red-handed while accepting
bribe. The accused, Raj Singh, was
posted at Bajakhana in Faridkot.
VB senior superintendent of
police Akhil Chaudhary said a trap
was laid on the complaint of
Harwinder Singh of Ghania village
alleging that the JE was demanding bribe for installing a transformer in his fields. The accused
had demanded ₹5,000 as bribe
and agreed for ₹4,000 after
negotiations. The police marked
the currency notes nabbed the
accused red-handed accepting
HTC
the money at Bajakhana.

n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA:

With the monsoon
delayed and temperature hovering around 45 degrees Celsius, the
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) and two farmer unions
have asked the farmers to defer
the paddy sowing by seven to 10
days to save ground water.
The move of Bharti Kisan
Union (BKU) and Bharti Kisan
Manch (BKM) is different from
the other farmer unions.
Earlier, several farm bodies
had pressed the Punjab government for early sowing, and bucking under the pressure chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh
had announced to advance the
sowing to June 13 from scheduled
date of June 20.
However, the delayed monsoon has put the farmers in a
tizzy. As per the trend, monsoon,
which usually enters Punjab by
first week of July, was yet to hit
all the coastal areas of southern
India. It is delayed by 20 days and

> JOGINDER SINGH VEDANTI , former Akal Takht jathedar

One more sub-committee, fee
regulation goes round in circles

Auction to recover
₹74 cr dues from
Dhuri sugar mill

FLEECING BY PVT INSTITUTES Govt decision to entrust a cabinet sub-committee to study the fee structure
in medical colleges will further delay the formation of regulatory body to stop overcharging by private institutes

HT Correspondent

Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Captain Amarinder

Singh government’s move to
set-up a regulatory body to monitor fee in private technical,
higher education and engineering institutes and universities is
set to get delayed further with the
government now entrusting a
cabinet sub-committee constituted in the June 6 meeting to
study the fee structure in medical
colleges.
This is the second time that the
government has referred the
issue of exorbitant fee being
charged from students to the cabinet sub-committee, raising a
question on the seriousness of the
government in regulating the fee
in private institutes.
In August 2017, the issue
related to the regulatory body
was referred to another sub-committee headed by then health
minister (now local bodies minister) Brahm Mohindra, of which
ministers Charanjit Channi and
Aruna Chaudhary were the
members. This committee was
asked to study the draft related to
the regulatory body prepared by

ISSUE OVER THE YEARS
In June 2017 a committee of two
IAS officers — Anurag Verma and
KS Pannu — submits draft on the
regulatory body.

a committee of academicians.

In August 2017 cabinet refers
the matter to a sub-committee
headed by Brahm Mohindra.

On June 6, 2019 a sub-committee constituted to monitor
medical education fee asked to
also study the issues related to
fee in technical education institutes and private universities

In March 2018 Mohindra-led
sub-committee submits report.
The government again refers it to

›

CAPTAIN AMARINDER
GOVERNMENT HAD
ADVANCED THE PADDY
SOWING BY A WEEK
FROM SCHEDULED
JUNE 20 TO JUNE 13
is further weakening.
In an advisory, PAU said that
the monsoon is set to delay and
asked farmers to plant paddy
after June 20. These days the temperature is set to remain near 45
degrees, due to which water will
be very hot and paddy plants are
likely to die leading to huge losses
to farmers, the advisory said.
The PAU cautioned that
ground water level is depleting,
thus the onus is on farmers to
conserve it by delaying the paddy
sowing by a week to 10 days,
which will save huge amount of
water.
Agreeing to PAU advisory,
BKU president and former MP
Bhupinder Singh Mann appealed

PROPOSALS BEING
OPPOSED BY
PRIVATE VARSITIES

In October 2018 the issue was
referred to advocate general’s
office to know legal implications.

n Capping the number of

seats in every stream
and allot them before
admissions
n Regulatory body to have
complete say in allotment
of seats
n Check the number of
teachers and their basic
qualifications
n Fix the minimum eligibility
for admissions of students
and conduct admissions by
holding counselling sessions
and prepare waiting lists
n Cap on the fee

Moving the draft from one committee to another
shows the bad intentions of the government.

HARPAL CHEEMA, leader of Opposition in Punjab assembly

IAS officers Anurag Verma and
KS Pannu.
In March 2018, this sub-committee submitted its findings to
the cabinet with recommendations that a regulatory body was
the need of the hour. However,
again, the matter was referred to
a committee of academicians,
inviting criticism from various

Monsoon delay : PAU, farmer
unions for late paddy sowing
Vishal Rambani

HAD SIKH REFERENCE LIBRARY BEEN SET ON FIRE, ARMY WOULD
NOT HAVE RETURNED THE DOCUMENTS REMOVED FROM IT.

to farmers to defer paddy plantation keeping in view of strong
heatwave across India.
“There is a grave water crisis
looming over Punjab and we
should all try to make sincere
efforts to save it. By deferring
paddy plantation, farmers will
not only be able to save their crop
but will also contribute in saving
water,” said Mann.
BKM president Buta Singh
Shadipur also agreed with the
PAU advisory and urged farmers
to follow the agricultural university’s direction.
“Electricity is free for agriculture, but this does not mean that
we should deplete our water
resources. I think the PAU advisory is for welfare of Punjab and
farmers should abide by it,” said
Rajinder Singh of Samana.
He said that he has already
decided to sow late verities of
paddy to save ground water. He
said that his fellow farmers are
facing brunt of heatwave as the
paddy fields are rapidly soaking
water.

quarters, questioning if academicians’ panel were above the cabinet sub-committee.
“Now, the committee constituted to study the medical education fee will study the reports
related to fee being charged in
technical education institutes
and engineering colleges, submittee by a previous sub-committee

and the group of academicians,”
confirmed a cabinet minister,
who is part of the sub-committee
on medical education fee.
This three-member sub-committee is headed by Brahm
Mohindra, while finance minister Manpreet Badal and technical
education minister Charanjit
Channi are as its members.

SANGRUR: After refusing to pay
₹74.46 crore in dues of sugarcane
growers, Dhuri sugar mill will
finally face the music courtesy
the state government, as the
administration is all set to auction the property of the mill.
District collector SAS nagar
Mohali has already sent a recovery certificate to Sangrur administration.
On the basis of Dhuri sub-divisional magistrate’s report, district collector Sangrur Ghanshyam Thori has approved the
auction of assets of Bhagwanpura
Sugar Mills in Dhuri.
Thori, on Saturday, said the
auction is being held to recover
₹74.46 crore, adding, “If the mill
has any court orders in its favour,
the orders will be followed. In
case they have paid some amount
or wish to pay reaming dues at the
time of auction, the public sale
will be held for the balance
amount.”
“Besides the DM SAS Nagar
Mohali sending us a recovery certificate, tehsildar Dhuri has written in his report that the mill owners have 40 bigha and 18 biswas
land in Bardwal village, and 34
bigha and 4 biswas land in Dhuri
city. However, for recovering all

SUGARCANE GROWERS
HAD BEEN HOLDING
PROTESTS OVER THEIR
DUES; FOUR FARMERS
HAD CLIMBED THE ROOF
OF DHURI SDM OFFICE
AND THREATENED TO
COMMIT SUICIDE
the dues, the total property of the
mill has been attached with the
orders of SDM,” said Thori.
Sugarcane growers had been
holding protests to recover their
dues. In one incident, four farmers had climbed the roof of the
SDM Dhuri office and threatened
to commit suicide. They has also
locked the SDM in his office for
over 30 hours in March 2019.
Meanwhile, sugarcane growers
have ploughed their crop, but the
area under the sugarcane crop
could decline more than 42.22 per
cent in the next season in Sangrur
district.
As per data available from district agriculture department,
farmers of the region cultivated
sugarcane crop on 3,462 hectares
in Sangrur in 2018-2019. However,
in 2019-2020, only an estimated
2,000 hectares in the district are
under sugarcane cultivation.

CAPT DEMANDS
FRESH TRIBUNAL
ON RIVER
WATER SHARING
HT Correspondent
n

letterchd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Expressing con-

n

One of the participants in the bullock cart race at Kapur village near Jalandhar on Saturday.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR:Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management
Committee
(DSGMC) president Manjinder
Singh Sirsa on Saturday said that
Union home ministry has asked
the SIT constituted to probe the
1984 anti-Sikh riot cases to investigate afresh the role of Madhya
Pradesh chief minister and senior Congress leader Kamal Nath
in one of the cases. The special
investigation team was constituted to reinvestigate the cases
which had been closed earlier.
Terming MHA’s notification
(April 9, 2019) a landmark decision at a press conference in New
Delhi, Sirsa said he had taken up
the matter of investigation

sachin.kumar2@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA : Amid lack of helping

PARDEEP PANDIT/HT

‘MHA asks SIT to probe Kamal
Nath’s role in anti-Sikh riots’

Sachin Kumar

hands in the state, migrant
labourers are all set to make hay
during the paddy sowing season
that began officially on Thursday. One labourer can make
nearly ₹20, 000 in just three weeks
during the sowing season, as per
the available rates.
Farmers in the state are
already facing hard time bargaining the labourers from states
like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and Rajasthan. Hundreds
of farmers from the region are
camping at Bathinda railway station in search of labourers.
“Apart from ₹3,000 to ₹3,500
per acre compared to ₹2500 per
acre last year, we also provide
them food and shelter and sometimes liquor as well to keep them
happy,” said a farmer Gurjant
Singh of Dialpura.
Kulwant Singh of Ganga village said, “Farmers here are
often blamed for being dependent
on migrant labourers but it is
humanely impossible to sow
paddy on such big chunks of land
without their help.”
Though labourers from
Rajasthan are also up for grab
during the season, but farmers
prefer labourers from Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand as
they believe Labourers from
Rajasthan are not productive
enough.
“A group of 12 labourers from
Bihar and its neighbouring states
can sow paddy on around four
acres of land in a day but workers
from Rajasthan could transplant
paddy on only two acres,” said
Sukhjad Singh from Dal Singh
Wala village, adding that sowing
paddy per acre costs them ₹4,000

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

THE TAILENDER

Pampered by farmers, migrant
labour set to make hay this season
n

IS GOVT UNDER
PRESSURE FROM
PRIVATE INSTITUTES?
With the move to have a fee-regulator getting stuck in one roadblock after another, questions are
being raised if the government
was tactically shifting the issue
from one committee to another to
delay the legislation.
It’s an open secret in the
administrative circles that the
private institutes don’t want
the regulator and have continuously exerted pressure on the
government through different
means.
“Moving the draft from one
committee to another shows the
bad intentions of the government.
This clearly shows the government doesn’t want to bring this
legislation as a lobby in the government was playing in the hands
of private universities. The institutes are being run like teaching
shops,” said Harpal Cheema,
leader of Opposition in Punjab
assembly.
To have a regulatory body
for the fee being charged by the
private institutes was also part
of the Congress’s election
manifesto.

n

against Kamal Nath with former
Union home minister Rajnath
Singh in 2018. There were allegations that Nath had instigated
mobs at Gurdwara Rakabganj
Sahib on November 1, 1984, where
two Sikhs were burnt alive.
He said Nath's name was deliberately not mentioned in the FIR
registered on November 1, 1984,
even as the residential address of
all the accused in the case was
found to be that of Kamalnath’s.
Sirsa also said journalist Sanjay
Suri and retired DSGMC
employee Mukhtiar Singh could
be the witnesses in the case.
Sirsa, who is a BJP MLA, said
he had taken up the matter with
the SIT, which said that its jurisdiction was limited to cases
closed for lack of evidence and it

cannot investigate a case already
tried in a court of law. “I then took
up the matter with home ministry which has now asked the SIT
to investigate the case against
Kamal Nath and it has also issued
a notification in this regard
extending jurisdiction/scope of
inquiry of the SIT,” he said.
Sirsa wrote a letter to the then
home minister Rajnath Singh on
December 24, 2018, demanding a
fresh inquiry into the role of Nath
in the 1984 anti-Sikhs riots. “As
per the representation of the
DSGMC, the competent authority
has decided that SIT may also
probe the serious cases, which
have been closed on account of
discharge of the accused if any
fresh evidence comes,” reads the
MHA notification.

cern over the water crisis in
Northern India, Punjab chief
minister Capt Amarinder Singh
on Saturday sought the Prime
Minister’s support for upgrading his state’s water distribution infrastructure, while
calling for a fresh river
waters tribunal to address the
disputes among neighbouring
states.
The CM in his speech circulated at the NITI Aayog Governing Council meeting which he
could not attend owing to indisposition, suggested a fresh
water rivers tribunal to resolve
water-related tensions among
states. He has also called upon
the Prime Minister to provide a
one-time debt-waiver to mitigate the distress of indebted
farmers.
He urged the Centre to
increase the annual assistance
under PM-KISAN from ₹6,000 to
₹12,000, and to also include farm
workers in its sweep. He also
thanked the NITI Aayog for
acknowledging the state’s initiative, ‘Pani Bachao, Paisa
Kamao’.
Another significant issue
raised by the CM related to
assistance for proper development of Punjab’s border areas,
which, he said, was a national
responsibility.
Amarinder regretted that
the Centre had not taken any
step in response to state’s
special package demand for
border areas.

CAPT’S SPEECH WAS
CIRCULATED AT THE NITI
AAYOG GOVERNING
COUNCIL MEET WHICH
HE COULD NOT ATTEND
OWING TO POOR HEALTH

Deol inspects Kartarpur corridor work
HT Correspondent
n

n

Farmers are facing a hard time finding farmhands and bargaining with the labourers from states like
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and Rajasthan.
SANJEEV KUMAR/HT

›

Apart from paying ₹3,000 to ₹3,500 per acre,
we also provide food, shelter and at times even
liquor to keep them in good humour.
KULWANT SINGH, a farmer from Ganga village

per acre.
It is estimated that paddy
transplantation over 80 per cent
of the area in the state is done by
migrant workers and hence an
amount over ₹150 crore will be
earned by the workforce during
the season as the area under
paddy cultivation is nearly 69
lakh acres. Ramu, the leader of 12
labourers’ group having arrived

from Madhopur in Bihar is all set
to go to Fazilka as per prior commitment, said that more people
want to come to Punjab for paddy
sowing, but trains are running
packed. “Government should
run more trains so that workers
can come here,” he said.
Another labourer Raju from
Darbhanga said, “We have been
hired to sow paddy for ₹3,100 per

acre. The work is challenging but
we can make good money during
the season,” he said.
SHORTAGE DESPITE
HANDSOME PAYMENT
Manpreet Singh of Nathpura village blamed the crisis of labour
shortage to that of government’s
notification for the sowing.
“Earlier there was no such
day fixed for sowing. Farmers
would easily get the workers as
there was enough time for transplanting the crop,” he said.
In 2008, Punjab government
for the first time issued notification allowing farmers to sow
paddy.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATALA: On his first visit to Gurdaspur constituency after being
elected as MP, Sunny Deol on
Saturday visited Dera Baba
Nanak and reviewed the construction work of Kartarpur
Sahib corridor here.
Deol, who arrived in the
constituency on Friday evening,
directed the officials to
speed up the ongoing work.
He was accompanied by Dera
Baba Nanak sub-diviosnal magistrate Gursimran Singh, DSP
Gurpartap Singh and Jatinder
Singh, vice president of
Ceigall India Limited, the private company engaged by the
union government to construct
the project.
He said “I have come here to
monitor most important project

THE GURDASPUR MP
DIRECTED THE
OFFICIALS TO SPEED
UP THE WORK
(corridor) of the constituency. I
have instructed the officials to
speed up the work so that the
project could be completed
before time.”
Deol also discussed the problems plaguing the construction
of the corridor.
He enquired Jatinder Singh as
to why construction work on the
Pakistan side of the border had
come to a halt.
n

Gurdaspur member of
Parliament Sunny Deol taking
stock of the Kartarpur corridor
project at Dera Baba Nanak on
Saturday.
HT PHOTO
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Cong councillor among 7 held
for thrashing Muktsar woman
BRUTAL PAYBACK Meena Rani had failed to repay ₹23,000 she owed to Sunny Chaudhary,
who dragged her out of her house and thrashed her; the video of the incident has gone viral
HT Correspondent
n

women regarding their rights,”
she said.
Meanwhile, Punjab state commission for women has sought
report from Muktsar police in
the matter.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MUKTSAR : A day after video of a

woman being thrashed by Sunny
Chaudhary, brother of Congress
councillor Rakesh Chaudhary,
and his aides went viral, a local
court has sent five accused to two
days police remand while a
woman accused was sent to judicial remand. Taking the arrest to
seven among ten booked persons
on Friday, Rakesh Chaudhary
was arrested by the police on Saturday.
Earlier, police have arrested
six persons, including Sunny
Chaudhary, in the case.
Meena Rani, the victim, who
failed to repay ₹23,000 she owed
to Sunny Chaudhary, was
attacked on Friday afternoon
and is undergoing treatment at
the civil hospital in Muktsar.
The video of the incident had
gone viral.
The victim has allegedly
demanded more time to repay
the loan, but on Friday, Sunny,
Roop Lal and Suresh along with
other accused allegedly barged
into her house, dragged her out
and assaulted the woman at
Budha Gujjar Road.
As many as 10 persons, including Congress councillor Rakesh
Chaudhary, Suresh Chaduhary,
Roop Lal, and Sunny Chaudhary
have been booked in the case
under Sections 307, 452, 354, 354
B, 148, 149, 506, 323, 120B of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Beside Rakesh, Suresh,
Sunny and Roop Lal, three other
accused, including their mother
Guddi, Sekhu and Jaibo have

n

Member of Women’s Commission Kiranpreet Kaur Dhami with the
victim at a hospital in Muktsar on Saturday.
HT PHOTO

been arrested while Rakesh’s
wife Jyoti, Sunny’s son Hasan
and wife Renu are absconding.
NO ONE ABOVE LAW: CM
Punjab chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh condemning
the incident said such acts of violence will not be tolerated.
“Accused in the video from
Muktsar have been arrested by
Punjab police and booked for
attempt to murder u/s 307 IPC.
No one is above the law and such
acts of violence will not be tolerated (sic),” the CM tweeted.
PARTY LEADERS MEET
VICTIM’S FAMILY
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Aman Arora, Kotkapura MLA
Kultar Sandhwan, Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) statepresident Jasbir Singh Garhi and
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
Muktsar MLA kanwarjit Singh
Rozy Barkandi and members of

Ex-serviceman shoots
wife dead in Ludhiana
LUDHIANA: A 65-year-old ex-ser-

viceman shot dead his wife with
a 12-bore gun at his residence in
Ludhiana’s Khandoor village
and fled leaving the crime
weapon behind on Saturday.
The accused, identified as
Sukhdev Singh, shot his wife
Gurmeet Kaur, 55, in the chest
and head following an argument.
According to Jodhan police
station house officer (SHO)
inspector Inderpal Singh the
incident occurred at around 9.30
am when the couple were in their
room. He said “Their younger
daughter-in-law Jaspreet Kaur
who was in kitchen, heard the
couple arguing. She knocked the
door, but the couple did not open
it and she heard gunshots.”
Jaspreet raised an alarm and
gathered the neighbourers but
Sukhdev fled on his scooter leav-

ing the gun in the house. Gurmeet died on the spot, he added.
SHO Inderpal said reason
behind their argument was not
clear adding that it was not clear
whether the gun was a licensed
weapon.
“The couple lived happily.
Sukhdev, a baptised Sikh was a
polite man,” said a neighbour.
After retirement, Sukhdev
worked as a security guard in
Dayanand Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH) in Ludhiana
but for the past few years he was
not working anywhere, police
said. The couple’s two sons,
Harpreet Singh and Bhupinder
Singh, are serving in the army
and posted in Jaisalmer and
Assam respectively.
A case under Section 302
(murder), 25-27-54-59 of Arms
Act has been registered. HTC

Satkar committee on Saturday
met the victim’s family and
assured them of help.
“The attack on the woman is
very unfortunate and condemnable. There is no law and order
in the state. Congress leaders
dragged a woman and thrashed
her. Congress party should be
ashamed. We assure full support
to the victim’s family. The
CM should ensure justice to the
victim’s family.,” said AAP
leader Aman Arora.
WOMEN’S COMMISSION
DENOUNCES INCIDENT
The member of the state commission for women Kiranpreet Kaur
Dhami, who also met the victim’s
family said, “The incident is
unfortunate. Sick minded people
resorts to such acts. Women
commission is working for safety
and empowerment of the
women. We will organise camps
to spread awareness among

JAGIR KAUR SLAMS
GOVERNMENT
Punjab Istri Akali Dal president
and former SGPC president
Jagir Kaur on Saturday lashed
out at state government and
police over brutal attack .
She said that there is a complete failure of law and order in
the state and the criminal is not
scared of the police.
“I am shock and anguish at the
way the hapless woman was forcibly dragged out of her house
and thrashed in broad daylight
and its video went viral immediate after the occurrence of the
ghastly incident. Since the video
was in public domain, the police
did arrest six of the ten accused
while four still are at large,” she
said.
Since as per the information
available, the accused are politically well connected, Jagir Kaur
said that the police must act fast
and do not succumb to the political pressure and the victim is
assured of complete justice at the
earliest.
The Akali leader said that
there is no deterrence to the
criminal who freely indulges in
crime and gets away with it as
the present Congress dispensation has lost the will to govern. If
there were a little fear of police in
the people, no criminal would
dare to touch a woman especially
in full view of the public.
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Court summons Sikh reference library
ex-Akali MLA, 3 was not burnt during
cops in Kotkapura Op Bluestar: Vedanti
firing case
THE LIBRARY’S LONE
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@htlive.com

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

FARIDKOT: A court of judicial mag-

istrate (first class), Ekta Uppal,
issued summons to former Akali
MLA Mantar Singh Brar, then
Ludhiana additional deputy
commissioner (ADCP) Paramjit
Singh Pannu, then Kotkapura
deputy superintendent of police
(DSP) Baljit Singh and then Kotkapura city station house officer
(SHO) Gurdeep Singh Pandher
in the Kotkapura firing case
after they failed to appear before
the court on Saturday.
The Faridkot court adjourned
the hearing in the case to July 12.
Suspended inspector general
of police (IGP) Paramraj Singh
Umranangal, an accused in the
police firing incident of October
2015, on Saturday appeared
before the court while former
Moga senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Charanjit Singh
Sharma sought exemption from
the hearing on the basis of his
medical condition, which was
allowed by the court.
The special investigation
team (SIT) probing the police firing cases had filed a 2,000-page
chargesheet against six accused
in the case last month. Mantar,
Umranangal, Pannu and Charanjit have already secured prearrest bail while Baljit and Pandher’s bail applications were
rejected by court.
A case under Sections 307
(attempt to murder), 323 (causing hurt) and 341 (wrongful
restraint) and under the Arms
Act was registered against them
on August 7, 2018. Later, the SIT
added a more sections of the
Indian Penal Code including
120-B (criminal conspiracy).

AMRITSAR: As debate continues
over the missing rare manuscripts from the Sikh reference
library, former Akal Takht
jathedar Giani Joginder Singh
Vedanti on Saturday ruled out
the apprehensions that the
library was set on fire during
the Operation Bluestar in June
1984.
After a Sikh scholar and
former director of the library,
Anurag Singh, alleged that a
rare handwritten ‘saroop’ of
Guru Granth Sahib bearing the
signatures of 10th Sikh master
Guru Gobind Singh was sold out
to someone in the UK, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) invited him
to the meeting on Thursday.
Vedanti who served at
Golden Temple as granthi for a
long time before becoming the
Takht jathedar, said, “Many
people say that the library was
set on fire. However, there nothing of that sort happened. Had it
been set on fire, army would not
have returned the documents
removed from it. Army
returned 205 handwritten

SURVIVOR STAFFER
FROM 1984 SAID ONLY
SOME NEWSPAPERS
AND SHELVES GOT
DAMAGED IN THE FIRE

‘saroops’ of Guru Granth Sahib,
807 books and rare manuscripts
and a ‘hukamnama’ (edict
issued by the Guru) as per the
SGPC record.”
Meanwhile, the library’s lone
survivor staffer from 1984,
Hardeep Singh, who served as a
helper there from August 1981
to June 4, 1984, and then from
1989 to 1993, said as per his
knowledge, the fire incident did
occur but only a few newspapers and shelves got damaged,
not the main library material.”
Joining the issue, Jaspal
Singh Sidhu, who was posted in
the city as a correspondent for a
news agency in 1984 and covered the entire operation, also
said they were mistaken at first,
when they saw burnt shelves,
but the issue was clarified when
they came to know that the
library was on the first floor.”

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, NAYA RAIPUR

(A Joint Initiative of NTPC & Govt. of Chhattisgarh)

You are About to Take the Most Important
Decision of Your Life
Think Before You Choose
IIIT-NR May Be the Game Changer of Your Future

JOIN IIIT-NR
A Premier Institute in Central India
Committed to Foster Excellence in IT Education and Research
Located in the “Born Smart City of Naya Raipur”, the fully
residential campus of IIIT-NR is equipped with state-of-the-art
infrastructure and facilities for teaching-learning and on-campus
living. The Institute offers industry-driven curriculum focusing
on nurturing innovation and inculcating entrepreneurship among
students. The Institute invites applications for admission to its
following undergraduate programs :
● B. Tech. (Computer Science & Engineering)
● B. Tech. (Data Science & Artiﬁcial Intelligence)
● B. Tech. (Electronics & Communication Engineering)
Seats of All India quota will be ﬁlled through JoSAA 2019
counselling process. For further details kindly visit JOSAA 2019
website. Other seats will be ﬁlled through the institute’s own
online counselling process that started from 30 May 2019. Please
visit www.iiitnr.ac.in / contact 0771-2474040 for details.
S-21460/7

Reports of threats
to Punjabi settlers:
Govt delegation
to visit Shillong
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Urging his Meghal-

aya counterpart Conrad Sangma
to ensure safety of Punjabi settlers in the North-eastern state,
Punjab chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh has decided to rush
a four-member delegation to the
state to resolve the issue.
The delegation, to be headed
by water resources minister
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria, will
meet the Meghalaya CM and
other people concerned, an official spokesperson said here on
Saturday.
The delegation includes MPs
Ravneet Singh Bittu and Jasbir
Singh Gill, besides MLA Kuldeep
Singh Vaid. DS Mangat, special
secretary, planning, has also
been directed to accompany the
delegation, which the chief secretary is to coordinate.
The directions have come
amid media reports that the settlers have received threats from
some local banned terrorist
organisations warning them of
dire consequences if they
resisted the state government’s
attempts to evict them.
“These reports have naturally
caused great concern back in
Punjab as these families have
been settled in Shillong long
before the country’s independence,” said Captain Amarinder
in a letter to Sangma, requesting
him to initiate urgent measures
to instil a sense of security
among the Punjabi settlers.
Underlining the sensitivity of
the issue, the Punjab
CM stressed the need for it to be
carefully and amicably resolved
to the satisfaction of all parties.
He said it was important that the
issue not be allowed to acquire a
religious or parochial colour.
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htpunjab&haryana
shortstories
THREE YOUTHS
ATTACK POLICE
HISAR : A head constable received
injuries after three youths, in
inebriate state, attacked him
when he was on night patrolling
late Friday night. Victim has been
identified as Dharambir Singh and
he was rushed to local general
hospital, Hisar. One of the youths
was arrested while the other two
fled from the spot. Police spokesperson Harish Bhardwaj said,
“Head constable Dharambir and
Surender were on night patrolling
when they stopped a car near
Dabra overbridge. Police asked
the youths where they wanted to
go and in the meanwhile, one of
the youths rammed alcohol bottle
on Dharambir’s head and fled
from the spot. Police are going to
HTC
register the FIR.”

Roadways drivers to keep
mobile off while driving
HISAR: The general manager of
Hisar depot released an order that
the drivers will not use mobile
phones while driving from their
sources station to destination.
The order comes 20 days after a
Hisar-bound bus from Chandigarh
met an accident in Jind district
killing two persons. It has been
passed to avoid accidents of
Haryana roadways buses. Strict
action will be taken against the
defaulters, the roadways GM
HTC
Vikas Yadav said.

Wife, her lover kill husband
GURUGRAM : A woman and her
paramour were arrested on
Saturday for allegedly killing
her husband by in Sector 9A
on June 13, the police said. The
arrested persons were identified
as Anita Kumar and Rajan.
A case was registered against
both the suspects under sections
302 and 34 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Sector 9A police
station on Saturday, the police
said.
HTC

Minister Dhankar
seeks CBI probe,
writes to Khattar
DADRI GRAFT CASE Locals pointed out to Dhankar that RTA
officials were ‘minting money’ from overloaded freight vehicles

›

Our government has
always dealt with
instances of corruption in a
stern manner. And no one
should get away in this
case also.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK : Haryana agriculture
minister OP Dhankar on Friday
shot off a letter to chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, seeking
CBI investigation in a corruption case allegedly involving an
IAS officer couple.
Dhankar, who visited Dadri
to attend a meeting of district
grievance redressal committee
on Thursday, was coerced into
giving assurance to a vociferous
crowd of residents who spoke of
rampant corruption by the
regional transport authority
(RTA) officials.
The locals including a group
of lawyers had pointed out how
RTA officials minted money
from the overloaded freight
vehicles.
In his communication to the
chief minister, Dhankar said:
“Our government has always
dealt with instances of corruption in a stern manner. And no
one should get away in this case
also. You should strike hard on
the corrupt.”

₹63 LAKH RECOVERED
Last month, Rohtak police had
recovered about ₹63 lakh unac-

OP DHANKAR , Haryana agriculture
minister

counted cash from two RTA officials of Dadri and registered a
case under the Prevention of
Corruption Act after arresting
two RTA officials and two others.
Police said that money was
allegedly collected by RTA officials from overloaded freight
vehicles and middlemen were
deployed to facilitate cash collection. “The collection was documented in an excel sheet.
Those who paid were allowed to
go scot-free by the RTA officials
deployed to check overloaded
freight vehicles,” police said.
Police officials investigating
the case said following the questioning of the arrested officials,
the needle of suspicion turned
towards the then deputy commissioner of Charkhi Dadri

Ajay Singh Tomer and his wife
Sangeeta Tetarwal, the then
additional deputy commissioner and secretary, RTA,
Charkhi Dadri.
Both were shifted out and
were not given fresh postings
due to their suspected role in the
episode.
A special investigation team
(SIT) looking into the graft case
has served notices on the husband-wife duo to join probe in
the case. However, citing family
reasons, the counsel for the IAS
couple expressed their inability
to appear personally before the
cops. The couple has been asked
to appear before the SIT headed
by Rohtak SP Jashandeep Singh
Randhawa on June 20. Police
had also arrested Tomer’s personal assistant Suresh Kumar.

Man arrested for
shooting
acquaintance

TWO ARRESTED
FOR SMUGGLING
THREE QUINTAL
SANDALWOOD
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK : Two persons were
arrested for allegedly transporting 3.05 quintal of sandalwood illegally in Bawani Khera
segment, police said.
The accused have been identified as Kuldeep of Devsar and
Sudhir of Pur in the district.
Inspector Sunil Kumar of
Bawani Khera police station
said they had set-up a checkpoint near the Jatu Lohari village after receiving a tip-off.
He said they stopped a
pick-up van for checking and
recovered 3.05 quintal of sandalwood.
The occupants failed to show
a license to transport the wood,
following which police seized
their vehicle.
A police officer on the condition of anonymity said that Kuldeep stole wood from Andhra
Pradesh.
A case has been registered
against the two accused under
Section 379 (punishment for
theft) and Section 411(dishonestly receiving stolen property)
of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and Section 32, 42 and 69
of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

A POLICE OFFICER ON
THE CONDITION OF
ANONYMITY SAID
ACCUSED STOLE WOOD
FROM ANDHRA PRADESH

PEOPLE CHOSE MODI IN LS ELECTIONS, BUT IN
ASSEMBLY POLLS, THEY WILL VOTE ON STATE ISSUES.

> ABHAY CHAUTALA, Indian National Lok Dal general secretary

No impact of JJP, INLD vote
bank shifted to BJP: Abhay
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Indian
National Lok Dal believes that
its debacle in the recent Lok
Sabha elections was because of
its vote share shifting to the
ruling BJP and not because of
any impact of its splinter
outfit Jannayak Janata Party
(JJP).
Speaking for the first time
with media persons after the
recent reorganisation of INLD
by the party supremo Om Prakash Chautala, the party secretary general Abhay Chautala,
who was accompanied by
national senior vice-president
Ashok Arora and state chief
B D Dhalia, said here Saturday

n

Abhay Chautala

that INLD was confident of its
win in the ensuing assembly
polls.
“In the Lok Sabha elections,
the people chose Narendra Modi
and rejected Rahul Gandhi as
they had made up their mind.
Whereas in the assembly elec-

tions, the people would vote for
state government,” he said.
The party which, he said, had
completed the process of reorganisation and now along with
Arora and Dhalia would begin
holding workers’ meeting and
public contact programme from
July 1, and would cover three
vidhan sabha constituencies
every day.
He also said that all the wings
of the party would be constituted at all levels in the state by
June 20.
Accusing the ruling BJP of
failing on all fronts and rampant
corruption in several departments, Abhay held that the Congress was riddled with groupism and several leaders pulling
each other’s leg.

Spanish woman alleges rape
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM : A 23-year-old Spanish woman was allegedly raped
in DLF Phase-1 on Friday by a
man who had offered to help her
find a place to rent.
The woman, an engineering
graduate, had come to the city
almost a year ago, to work as an
intern with a multinational
company, the police said. She
allegedly got acquainted with
the suspect on Facebook, after
she posted in a group that she
was looking for an apartment to
rent.
The suspect allegedly invited
her to a party at his rented house

on Friday and raped her.
Police said the suspect, who
works at a film production
house in Udyog Vihar Phase 4,
was arrested on Saturday. He
was identified by the police as
Anjaney (36), of Anand Vihar in
Delhi, who is currently staying
in DLF Phase-1.
A case was registered against
the suspect under Section 376
(rape) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) at DLF Phase-1 police station on Friday, police said.
Subhash Boken, spokesperson, city police, said, “Upon
arriving in Gurugram, the
woman had posted updates on a
social media website, asking for
help in renting a house. On

Wednesday, she received a message from the suspect, who
offered her a place.”
The police said the duo got
chatting on June 12. “On Friday,
the accused man invited the
woman to his place for a house
party where he raped her,”
Boken said.
The police were informed
about the incident on Saturday,
after the woman was admitted to
a hospital in Sector 10.
A team of police officers went
to the hospital where the
woman’s statement was
recorded, in the presence of a
woman legal advisor. Police
said the suspect would be produced in a court on Sunday.

HC lays down parameters for
non-technical distance edu degrees

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@Hindustantimes.com
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n
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GURUGRAM: A 25-year-old man

n

The Hyundai i20 after it hit the labourers on NH-44 in Karnal on Saturday.

HT PHOTO

Car overturns after ramming
into labourers, one killed
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : A construction worker
was crushed to death and
another sustained serious injuries when a speeding car hit them
on the National Highway 44 near
Karnal on Saturday.
The deceased has been identified as Rajesh Kumar, 30, a resident of Abdulapur village, and
injured is Ishwar Singh of
Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh.

LABOURERS WERE
BUSY CONSTRUCTING A
ROAD NEAR KARNAL
WHEN A SPEEDING
CAR HIT THEM
The labourers were working
on the construction of the road
when a speeding Hyundai i20 car
hit them and overturned on the
roadside. Driver of the car, a

Patiala resident, Sarjbjit Singh
said there was a car coming from
behind, due to which he lost control and car hit the construction
workers.
Investigation officer Ajaib
Singh said a case has been registered against the car driver
under Section 304 A of the Indian
Penal Code.
He said the investigation was
going on and police were waiting
to record the statement of the
injured.

was arrested for allegedly shooting at his acquaintance for talking to his wife over phone in
Bans Khusla village, IMT Manesar, on Saturday. The police said
that the man’s accomplice was
also arrested. The victim was
shot in the leg but his condition
was stable, the police said.
The arrested men were identified as Kapil, the prime accused,
from Shamli, Uttar Pradesh, and
Ankur, his accomplice, who
lives in Kherki Daula. The police
said that Rahul, the victim,
belongs to Kapil’s village and
lives in Bans Khusla village.
A case was registered against
the accused men under sections
307 (attempt to murder) and 34
(acts done by several persons in
furtherance of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and relevant sections of the
Arms Act at IMT Manesar police
station on Saturday, the police
said.

Punjab bans sale
of uniform, books
on school premises
CHANDIGARH: Taking strict note of

reports of economic exploitation
of parents by managements of
certain private schools, education minister Punjab Vijay Inder
Singla has issued directions that
all the private schools affiliated to
CBSE/ICSE and Punjab School
Education Board will not direct
or compel parents to buy school
uniforms and books from an earmarked shop/firm.
The sale of uniform and books
has also been banned within
school premises.
The guidelines issued also
state that a uniform once introduced in school must be continued over three years, with no
change in the colour and design of
the uniform in that period. The
details pertaining to design, colour, texture/material etc. should
be uploaded on the school website
so parents can buy ready-made
uniforms or have them custome
made as per their choice.
It has also been made mandatory for school authorities to use
approved books based on the
board syllabi and upload the list
on the school website, leaving the
choice of buying books solely to

THE NEW DIRECTIVE BY
EDUCATION MINISTER
‘PLUGS ECONOMIC
EXPLOITATION’ OF
PARENTS BY PRIVATE
SCHOOLS
the discretion of students/parents.
The guidelines issued, state
that it has been observed that certain schools recommend books of
private publishers who in connivance with school management
change the chronology of chapters of the previous years’ books,
despite the board not making any
changes in syllabi.
Giving a week’s time for compliance, it has been informed that
non-existence of school website
will be unacceptable as the reason of failing to upload the said
details.
Schools have been asked to
create their websites and upload
information regarding approved
books and uniforms. Random
checks will be made to ensure
conformity.
HTC

20 booked for
vandalising
HOD’s residence

ROHTAK:As many as 20 students of
the Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences (PGIMS), Rohtak, were booked for allegedly
vandalising head of the department Dr Geeta Gathwala’s residence on Thursday night, police
said. Dr Gathwala was suspended
on Saturday, a day after a
30-year-old doctor from Dharwad
in Karnataka committed suicide.
Dr Omkar had hanged himself
on Friday from the ceiling fan.
Gathwala has been booked the
abetment of suicide.
However, the accused HOD
alleged that a group of doctors
had vandalized her residence on
Thursday night. “They broke
open my gate, windows and they
did it in a planned manner with
criminal intent. A group of doctors broke furniture, computers,
laptops and two landline phones.
Two mobile phones, one wrist
watch , car keys and other valuable items have been stolen,” the
accused doctor alleged. Rohtak
PGIMS SHO Kailash Chand said
they have booked the students
under Sections 147, 149,323,
380,452,457, 506 of the IPC and Section 3 of the Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act. HTC

Haryana high court has laid
down parameters for non technical distance education degrees
being offered by various universities. Besides, the government
has been asked to audit whether
the centres offering these
degrees in the past, which
became basis for employment,
were valid or not.
Six months have been given to
Punjab government to compile
and put out a list of state universities, deemed universities and
other institutes offering valid
non technical courses’ degrees
as per norms of the university
grants commission (UGC) on its
website to help students in
future and ensure transparency
in verification of the cases of past
degrees.
The judgment came in a matter brought up before the high
court in 2016 with the petition of
a teacher, Karamjeet Kaur, seek-

ing regularisation of services
upon completion of three years
of service as per her service conditions. She became Punjabi mistress in 2012. But in 2015, her case
was not considered on the
ground that she had completed
her Med qualification through
distance education mode from
Vinayaka Mission University in
the session 2009-2011.
The government had cited the
2013 UGC regulations that universities cannot be permitted to
impart education through study
centres/off-campus centres outside the territorial jurisdiction.
The high court bench of justice Jaswant Singh has now

ordered that in the case of
deemed universities and private
institutions (other than universities), the cut-off date with
regard to territorial jurisdiction
and study centre will be March
2010 and all admissions made
prior to this date will be valid. In
the case of state varsities (both
government funded or private),
the cut-off date will be November
2012 and admissions before that
will be valid.
The 83-page judgment,
released on Saturday, will have
bearing on the degrees awarded
by all the 212 central, private or
deemed varsities and other such
institutes. After this matter, a lot
of similarly placed candidates
had approached high court since
there was no judgment with
respect to non technical courses
offered by such study centres of
all the varsities, said Ranjit
Kalra, who was one of the counsel in the matter.
The court said that the candidates whose degree will stand
invalidated due to judgment, all

the benefits secured by such candidates/ employees would stand
withdrawn. However, there will
be no recovery of monetary benefits. They can recover damages
from such varsities. The court,
however, clarified that one-time
concession be granted to those
already in job and they be permitted to continue their jobs.
However, in the cases where
the qualification if invalidated
was essential qualification, they
shall not be granted any further
benefits such as promotion etc.
In the case of those to be considered for regularisation upon a
temporary appointment benefit
of regularisation be extended if
the invalidated qualification is
not an essential qualification. In
the case of those attainting graduation or post-graduation
through distance education
mode and higher
qualification through normal
mode but lower degree got invalidated, then the higher qualification attained would also stand
invalidated.

Cops bust insurance
scam, two arrested
HT Correspondent

DOCTOR
SUICIDE CASE

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and

GOV HAS BEEN ASKED TO
AUDIT WHETHER THE
CENTRES OFFERING
THESE DEGREES IN THE
PAST, WHICH BECAME
BASIS FOR EMPLOYMENT,
WERE VALID OR NOT

n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The police arrested

two men, including an engineer
from Nepal, for allegedly conning
people on the pretext of selling
them insurance policies, in a
scam estimated to be at least ₹50
lakh. The police, on Saturday,
said the duo had set up several
fake call centres in Delhi and
Rajasthan and hired telecallers,
who claimed to work for a
reputed online insurance aggregator.
The police said the suspects
have been identified as Avinash
Kumar Jha, an engineer from
Nepal, and Mahendra Singh, a
native of Rajasthan. Both were
staying on rent in Rohini in Delhi.
The police had registered a
case under Section 420 of the IPC
and Section 66D of the IT Act at
the cybercrime police station on
April 26. They were arrested on
June 10 from Subhash Nagar in
Delhi. They were produced at the
district court on June 11 and sent
to police custody for three days.
On Saturday, they were sent to
judicial custody, said the police.
Subhash Boken, spokesperson, city police, said that Jha had
hatched the conspiracy when he
was working at a private company in 2017, after completing his
B Tech from Jaipur. The scam
was brought to the police attention after a representative of the
online insurance aggregator,
who has an office in Sector 44,
gave a written complaint to the
police, alleging they had received

more than two dozen complaints
from customers starting December 2018. The complainants said
that they had purchased an insurance policy using their platform,
but were yet to receive a receipt.
When the company checked its
records, it found that it had never
sold insurance policies through
its portal to the complainants.
In August 2018, Jha and his
aide allegedly set up a call centre
from a rented accommodation in
Tihar village in Delhi, followed by
another one. Jha had also set up a
call centre in Jhotwara of Jaipur,
but shut shop due to lack of customers. At the time of their
arrest, only the call centre in Pitampura was working.
Boken said, “The suspects preferred hiring women and offered
them a profile of telecallers, with
a salary of up to ₹20,000 per
month. The staff were told that
the call centre had a contract with
an online insurance aggregator.”
During questioning, the suspects allegedly said that they
used to procure database of
potential customers from a local
search engine. The telecallers
then made calls to potential customers and offered insurance policies of several companies at a discount. After a customer agreed to
purchase a policy, a receipt was
sent over WhatsApp and email.
The callers gave an assurance to
the customer that he or she
would receive a hard copy within
a week. The customer was asked
to send money using e-commerce
payment systems or via bank
accounts, said the police.

n

Officers of Kurukshetra district administration attending the three-day yoga camp on
Saturday.

HT PHOTO

District admn officials gear up
for International Yoga Day
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL:With International Yoga

Day a week away, district administration officials are all set to
make it successful by ensuring
the participation of all employees. Union home minister Amit
Shah will be the chief guest at the
state-level event in Rohtak on
June 21.
The state government had
organised a three-day yoga camp
in every assembly constituency
for district administration officials from May 12 to May 15.
The camp has been extended in
Karnal to one month.
It is also mandatory for partici-

STATE GOVERNMENT
HAD ORGANISED A
THREE-DAY YOGA CAMP
IN EVERY ASSEMBLY
CONSTITUENCY FROM
MAY 12 TO MAY 15
pating officials to attend the
rehearsal on June 19 and marathon on June 20.
However, some officials
have complained that they have
been working overtime for
the event and were also asked
to attend the three-day
camp. “We cannot avoid the
camps because deputy commis-

sioners are attending these
camps and the chief minister has
issued strict direction,” said an
official of Kurukshtra district
administration on the basis of
anonymity.
As many as 5,000 persons,
including officials, officers,
school students, police personnel
and sportspersons, are set to participate in the district-level programme.
The event is being monitored
by the ministry of Ayurveda,
Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH)
and yoga instructors from Ramdev’s Patanjali Trust are providing training to people in the
camps.
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punjab

shortstories
NANAK BAGICHIS
TO COME UP
ACROSS
JALANDHAR
JALANDHAR: The district administration has instructed the
officers concerned to identify
land for developing Nanak
Bagichis to commemorate the
550th Parkash Purab of Guru
Nanak. In a communiqué to all the
sub divisional magistrates SDMs,
additional deputy commissioner
(ADC) Kulwant Singh said that
these state of art Bagichis will
enhance the green cover in the
district and check the pollution.
Singh said that these bagichis
would be set up with Japanese
technique under layered plantation, which ensures 30 times
denser growth of plants and
hence better carbon-dioxide
HTC
absorption.

Chinna seeks revival of IKG
Punjab Technical University
GURDASPUR: BJP leader from
Dinanagar assembly constituency
Joginder Singh Chhina on Saturday led a delegation to Union
minister of State Som Parkash in
New Delhi, urging him to revive
IKG Punjab Technical University
Campus that was closed in 2017.
Chhina told the Union minister
that late Gurdaspur MP Vinod
Khanna had got the campus
opened in 2014 for the students of
the border area of Gurdaspur
district so that the students from
the district do not have to go
others areas for higher education.
Chhina said that the campus
helped students from the poor
and scheduled caste families
pursue technical education. HTC

hindustantimes
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4 held for ₹24-lakh loot at
Amritsar jeweller’s house
DAYLIGHT ROBBERY One of the accused often borrowed money from jeweller;
robbers held the victim’s wife, physically challenged son and daughter hostage
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Four people were

arrested on Saturday for looting
cash and jewellery, collectively
worth ₹24 lakh, from a goldsmith’s house at gunpoint.
On June 7, the accused — Harjinder Singh, Vikramjit Singh,
Gurjant Singh and Umesh
Kumar —robbed ₹11.6 lakh cash
and gold ornaments worth ₹13
lakh from a house in Mohan
Nagar. The house belonged to a
goldsmith, Jasbir Singh, who also
provided loans to people. At the
time of the robbery, Jasbir’s wife
Harjit Kaur, his physically challenged son Satnam Singh and
daughter Baljit Kaur were
present in the house.
Police were able to recover the
stolen jewellery and ₹5.18 lakh.
They also seized a pistol, three
cartridges and a motorcycle from
the accused.
Amritsar commissioner of
police SS Srivastva said, “We
were able to identify one of the
accused, Umesh Kumar, through
CCTV footage. After his arrest,
Umesh revealed the identity of
his three accomplices.”

n

The four accused in police custody in Amritsar on Saturday.

Deputy commissioner of police
Mukhwinder Singh Bhuller said,
“One of the accused, Harjinder
Singh often borrowed money
from Jasbir. He told Vikramjit, a
barber, about the gold and cash in
the house and then the four men
hatched a plan to rob the house.”

SMART CITY PROJECT

“We expect to make more
recoveries after interrogating the
accused,” said Bhuller.
A case was registered under
Sections 392 (robbery) and 341
(wrongful restraint) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and sections of
the Arms Act.

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

POLICE RECOVERED
THE STOLEN JEWELS,
₹5.18 LAKH, A PISTOL,
THREE CARTRIDGES
AND A MOTORCYCLE

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR :Under the Smart City
Project, ₹250 crore have been
sanctioned to transform Burlton
Park into a multi-purpose sports
hub with top-notch facilities.
Smart City Project chief executive officer Jitendra Jorwal
said besides a cricket stadium,
the proposed hub will have a
football stadium, swimming
pool, multi-purpose hall, a club,
sports mall, skating rink, jogging
and cycling track, shooting
range and a hotel. “The project
will kick-off as soon as formalities are done with,” he said.
The project was recently
cleared by a city-level advisory
forum (CLAF), which was
headed by Lok Sabha MP Chaudhary Santokh Singh, and
included MLAs Sushil Kumar
Rinku, Rajinder Beri and Avtar
Singh (Bawa) Henry and mayor
Jagdish Raja.

Anil Sharma
n

anil.kumar@htlive.com

AMRITSAR: Despite the state gov-

ernment’s efforts to curtail distribution of drugs in the state,
the Amritsar Central Jail has not
registered a decline in addicts
imprisoned under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.
Jail superintendent Arshdeep
Singh Gill said of the 3,200 prisoners confined in Amritsar Jail,
some 1,200 inmates are addicted
to an assortment of drugs. These
inmates get regular treatment at
the out patient opioid assisted
treatment (OOAT) clinic at the
jail.
Amritsar jail houses criminals from four border districts—
Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Gurdaspur and Pathankot.
On if the count of addicts has
increased or decreased this year,
Gill said, “Though, the count of
addicts had not increased, it has
not decreased either and is about
the same as last year.”
“As per the state government’s programme, addicts are
given free medicines and regular
medical checkups. We have 10
staff nurses, who attend to
patients,” he said.
“This year, around 50 prisoners, who had been addicted to
drugs for a long-time, are in
remission and are now leading a

OF THE 3,200 INMATES
CONFINED IN AMRITSAR
JAIL, 1,200 ARE
ADDICTS, 30% OF THEM
SUFFER FROM HIV OR
HEPATITIS-C
normal life,” he said.
Around 30% of the drug
addicts suffer from HIV or hepatitis-C. “Most addicts take heroin
intravenously, which is why
they succumb to these diseases,”
said Gill. As per a doctor, who
specialises in treating addicts,
people who inject drugs are 20
times more likely to acquire HIV
than the rest of the population.
The jail superintendent said,
“We lock up an average of 30 prisoners daily, of which 10 to 12 are
drug addicts and of them at least
a couple suffer from HIV or
hepatitis-C.”
“Drug addicts and patients of
HIV and hepatitis-C are kept in
different wards. While other
prisoners are being kept in separate wards. The patients of HIV
and hepatitis-C are also being
given proper treatment.”
On June 7, Amritsar police
busted a drug racket inside the
jail. Police said eight prisoners
were involved in the racket,
which was being run with the
help of mobile phones.

Amritsar village
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : A mentally unstable

migrant labourer was arrested
for hacking a 28-year-old farmer
to death in Cheleke village on
Saturday.
The victim, Daljit Singh, and
his brother Kulbir Singh of
Cheleke village had taken in the
accused, who called himself
Bunty, after they found him
wandering on the outskirts of
the village on Wednesday.
Kulbir Singh said, “We
thought Bunty was a labourer
and we asked him to help us
plant paddy. He agreed and
started living with us.”
“On Friday, Daljit and the
accused went to water our field.
When Daljit was switching the
tube well motor, the accused
attacked him with a spade. My
brother received a blow to the
head and collapsed,” he said.
“Later, I found my brother in
a pool of blood, while Bunty had
left the spot with the spade,” he
said.
Police said the accused is
mentally unstable and his
address is yet to be ascertained.
A case was registered under
Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code against the
accused at Lopoke police station.

UNDERTRIALS ESCAPE

₹250-cr state-of- the-art sports ASI, head constable
hub in Jalandhar gets sanction among three arrested
HT Correspondent

Despite crackdown on Mentally unstable
drugs, no dip in addicts labourer hacks
farmer to death in
sent to Amritsar jail

BURLTON PARK WILL BE
TRANSFORMED INTO
MULTI-PURPOSE
SPORTS HUB

built with six court halls, compatible for basketball, volleyball,
badminton, short tennis, table
tennis, judo, gymnasium, handball, netball, indoor hockey and
squash.

FOOTBALL STADIUM TO
HOUSE 5K SPECTATORS
The football stadium will have
good-sized field (90mx45m),
room for players, a referee and
cameramen. The stadium will
have a capacity to house 5,000
spectators and will have VIP
areas and reserved seats.
It will have support areas such
as queue areas, ticketing, waiting areas, administration area,
players’ recreation area and
player’s lounge, cafeteria, mess
and VIP lounge.
The hub will also have an allweather swimming pool with
eight lanes, changing rooms, rest
rooms and stands, which can
house 200 persons.
A multi-purpose hall will be

SKATING RINK
Jorwal said, “Burlton Park will
also have a skating rink, a club,
community centre, administration office, lounge, card room,
bar and restaurant, fitness centre, massage room, sauna, yoga
and aerobics centre,” he said,
adding that a Sports Mall, covering over 560 square metres, will
also be built.”
Meanwhile, under the project,
two floors of the shopping area
will have sporting goods shops,
meeting rooms and a hall, food
court, kids zone, indoor games,
billiards table, snooker and a
bowling alley.
The shooting range will covering an area of 680 square
metres.

AMRITSAR:Three people, including
an assistant sub inspector (ASI)
and head constable (HC), were
arrested on Saturday, after two
undertrials fled from police custody.
Those arrested are ASI Karam
Singh, HC Resham Singh, and
one of the undertrials’ wife Harjit
Kaur.
Two other policemen — HC
Paramjit Singh and HC Sukhwinder Singh — who were also
involved in the incident, are
absconding.
The police personnel had been
posted at the peshi cell of Amritsar Central jail.
The two undertrials, Gurpreet
Singh of Tarn Taran and Harpreet Singh of Amritsar, were
accused of committing a robbery.
As per the police, after presenting them in a Jalandhar court, the
police team had gone to one of the
undertrials’s home for dinner on
Friday night.
Inspector of Peshi cell, Gurin-

derpal Singh said the accused
policemen were on duty on Friday to present Gurpreet and
Harpreet in a Jalandhar court. “A
government vehicle Tata Sumo
(PB-12-G-8637) was given to the
police team for to and fro. However, the team took the accused in
a private car to Jalandhar.”
He said, “After the court hearing, the police team went to one of
the accused Harpreet’s house
where both the undertrials managed to escape with the help of
Harpreet’s wife Harjit Kaur.”
A case was registered under
Sections 222 (intentional omission to apprehend on the part of
public servant bound to apprehend person under sentence), 223
(escape from confinement or custody negligently suffered by public servant), 224 (resistance or
obstruction by a person to his
lawful apprehension) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) against
HTC
the accused.

COLOURS OF WEATHER

n

(Top) Devotees visit the
Golden Temple as dark
clouds hover over it in
Amritsar; (right) A bus
from Jalandhar to
Hoshiarpur trudges amid a
dust storm in Jalandhar on
Saturday. SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

NRI Sabha rendered defunct as polls pending since ’15
Gagandeep Jassowal
n

Decline in a
nutshell

gagandeep@htlive.com

JALANDHAR:The NRI Sabha, which
deals with the grievances of non
resident Indians has been rendered defunct thanks to the apathy of the Punjab government,
which hasn’t held an election for
the post of president since 2015.
This has resulted in a sharp dip
in the organisation’s membership and complaints registered.
In the absence of office bearers,
the Punjab government has
appointed a PCS officer as its
chief executive officer. The NRI
Sabha has around 24,000 members, who elect their president
through ballot papers. Only those
NRIs that return to India in time
for the elections can vote.
An official, requesting anonymity, said there had been a 67%
dip in complaints since 2014
(when the body was in power)
similarly, annual memberships

There has been a 67% dip
in complaints since 2014
(when the body was in
power) similarly, annual
memberships to the NRI
Sabha have fallen by 84%.
Year New
Complaints
members
n

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

The primary complaints brought before the NRI Sabha pertained to
HT PHOTO
property disputes.

to the NRI Sabha have fallen by
84%.
The official said that an executive committee cannot be formed
in the absence of a president. Similarly, several other sub-committees, including grievances,
investment, cultural and heritage were also not formed in the

absence of an elected leader.
“Importantly, the overseas
directors (members of the international board of governess of the
NRI Sabha) were also not
appointed,” he said. “In the past
five years, there has been no general body meeting due to which
discussions about several key

900
300
200
150
150

750
600
300
300
250

issues have remained pending
and the important decisions have
been put on the back burner,” the
official said.
“The primary complaints
brought before the sabha per-

tained to property disputes or
land grabbing issues. The Sabha
also helped extricate Indians
trapped in foreign countries. Earlier, we had special programmes
to resolve NRI disputes by co-coordinating with the deputy commissioner or police, but over the
years everything has gone to
naught,” the official said.
Another official, also requesting anonymity, said two proposals requesting the state government to hold polls were sent in
October and November 2016 during the SAD regime while the last
proposal was sent to the Congress
government in Jan 2018.
However, the government is
yet to take a take a final call on it.
Punjab NRI affairs minister
Rana Gurmeet Singh Sodhi said
elections for the NRI Sabha will
be held on a priority basis. “We
are also inviting NRI delegates to
a special function in November,
this year,” he added.

Punjab to prepare water Cheema invites
mgmt plan with Israel Sidhu to join AAP,
CHANDIGARH: To prepare a comprehensive master plan for the conservation and management of
water resources to tackle declining ground water in Punjab,
water resources minister Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria on Saturday met a three-member team of
experts from Israel in Amritsar.
The experts team along with
senior officers of the water
resources department had earlier visited various parts of the
state to assess the present situation and the challenges being

faced by the state in dealing with
the water sector.
During their three-day visit,
the team of experts got an overview of the existing water resources and infrastructure in the
state. Experts team of International Special Projects Coordinator of Mekorot Diego Berger,
project manager Niv Pintow,
water engineer of Mekorot for
north district Tomer Malol discussed ways and means to deal
with the deteriorating water
IANS
resources in the state.

Civil hospital ward boy Liquor smuggler Anguished over canal water supply delay,
arrested in Goraya Doaba farmers say can’t sow paddy
administers stitches
to patient, shifted
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Dar Ovais

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR:Two days after a ward
attendant allegedly stitched a
patients wounds at Shaheed
Babu Labh Singh Civil Hospital,
the administration recommended action against the doctor on duty and ward attendant
on Saturday.
A three-member board of doctors, conducted an inquiry into
the matter and submitted their
report to the medical superintendent Dr Jasmeet Kaur Bawa
on Friday.
“On basis of the inquiry
report, I have shifted the Class-4
employee, Raj Kamal, and doctor
in charge, Dr Harveen Kaur,
from the ward. Dr Kaur has been
warned to be more vigilant while
on duty in future,” Bawa said.
She said a final inquiry report
comprising the patient’s statement had been sent to higher

DOCTOR ON DUTY
SAID WARD BOY
ADMINISTERED
STITCHES WITHOUT HER
KNOWLEDGE AND WAS
HIGH ON DRUGS
authorities. Action will be initiated against them after receiving
the health director’s orders.
On Thursday, a video depicting a Class-4 employee, Raj
Kamal, stitching a patient’s
wounds was circulated widely
over social media.
Dr Harveen, who was on duty
when the incident took place,
refuted the allegations and said
she had referred the trauma case
to the minor operation theatre
but Kamal stitched the wounds
without telling her. She also
alleged the ward attendant had
been high on drugs that night.

JALANDHAR : A smuggler was
arrested with 950 cases (85.50
lakh millilitres) of illegal liquor
from Goraya on Saturday.
The accused, Rajinder Singh
of Amritsar, was caught at a
checkpoint in Goraya with a
truck containing 950 cases of
liquor, which were only for sale
in Haryana.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Navjot Singh
Mahal said, “We received a tipoff that an interstate liquor
smuggling gang was active in
the region and Rajinder Singh,
was supplying illegal liquor to
the state.”
“We knew Rajinder Singh
will come to Goraya with a consignment of illegal liquor on
Saturday as he had picked it up
from Karnal, Haryana, and was
coming to Goraya through Ludhiana,” he said.
A case was registered against
him under sections of the Excise
Act.

n

lovais.mushtaq@htlive.com

JALANDHAR : With paddy-sowing
season already upon Punjab,
farmers of several adjoining villages of Bist Doab Canal are
anguished as the canal is still
dry.
On May 6, Punjab chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh
announced to advance the date of
paddy sowing season in the state
but farmers cannot begin cultivation without water in canals.
Considered the lifeline of
Doaba region, the Bist Doab
Canal system is spread along a
length of 805 km. The canal has
an authorised capacity of 1452 Cs
with a culturable command area
of 1.99 lac hectares.
The canal system is mostly
dry and farmers who rely on its
waters consequently fear low
production of crops.
Nambardar of Kapoor village
said, “Farmers are upset with
the government. The groundwa-

n

Farmers wait for water to fill the Bist Doab Canal at Jandu Singha
village near Jalandhar with bated breath.
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT

ter level is already decreasing
and now the canal is dry. Where
will farmers get water for
paddy?”
“Due to delay in water supply,
late paddy cultivation will result
in late wheat cultivation, too.
Delay in water supply is a loss in

production and profit for farmers,” lamented 55-year-old Kulwinder Singh, who thinks it will
take few more days for water to
reach farmlands.
Additionally, farmers who
were expecting to start sowing
paddy on June 13, hired labou-

rers who are now sitting without
work as farmlands are dry.
A farmer, Harmanpreet
Singh, said, “We hired labourers
but there is no work without
water. Many farmers are using
generators but this doubles the
cost of cultivation.”
“As said by the government,
water was expected to reach
farmlands on June 13 but we are
still eagerly waiting to start
paddy cultivation,” he said.
Davinder Singh, executive
engineer, Bist-Doab said they
have released water but it takes
time to reach all the areas.
“We follow certain regulations. Water is released step by
step and takes time to cover the
whole area. Also, since the
canals are polluted, the speed of
water is hindered,” he said.
“We also had to stop the water
movement due to the dust storm.
The water has reached Matiana
area and is expected to cross
Adampur city on Sunday,” he
added.

demands CM’s
resignation
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Slamming chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh over
the Muktsar incident wherein a
woman was thrashed by a Cong
councillor’s kin, leader of Opposition in the vidhan sabha and
Aam Aadmi Party MLA Harpal
Cheema has invited Navjot
Singh Sidhu to join AAP.
Speaking at the first organisational meeting of Ludhiana
urban area at circuit house on
Saturday, Cheema pointed out
that while the crime rate is steadily climbing the graph and incidents such as the one in Muktsar
have raised questions over the
law and order situated in the
state, the CM is enjoying vacations in the mountains.
The AAP leader demanded the
resignation of the CM, saying the
Capt failed to fulfill even a single
promise made in his election
manifesto.
“Sidhu, on the other hand is a
strong and honest leader and
should join AAP which is sure to
win the vidhan sabha elections
in 2022. Sidhu wants to work
without pressure which AAP
will provide him,” said Cheema.
Meanwhile Cheema said he
has recieved feedback from
party workers and leaders on
how they can improve and
strengthen the organisational
structure in the city. AAP is also
in touch with leaders who AAP
in the past, except Sukhpal
Khaira, and are trying to woo
them back.
AAP will also soon announce
the district president of
Ludhiana.
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J&K BANK CASE

DIVINE TOUCH

Srinagar dy mayor,
bank officials booked
IN THE DOCK FIR registered against some govt officials for
illegal appropriation of money from the state exchequer
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The Anti-Corruption
Bureau on Saturday registered a
case against Srinagar deputy
mayor and director of Kehwa
Square Private Limited Sheikh
Imran, officials of the Jammu and
Kashmir Bank and some state
government officials for alleged
illegal appropriation of crores of
rupees from the state exchequer,
officials said.
The corruption came to limelight after the bureau conducted
raids on the corporate headquarters of the Jammu and KashmirBank last week, minutes after
Pervaz Ahmad was removed as
the bank chairman.
Officials privy to probe into the
J&K Bank said more cases might
be registered and raids could be
conducted on some influential
people who are blamed to have
gobbled huge amounts of money
from the bank under various
schemes in league with top government and bank officials.
The officials said the probe
could also be initiated in some big
loans which the bank had
extended in last many years and
the business houses managed by
influential people became
defaulters or deliberately
diverted the money to their other
businesses.
State anti-corruption bureau
director Anand Jain confirmed
that a case has been registered
against Sheikh Imran, who is the
director of Khewa Square Private
Limited, the J&K Bank and other
government officials.
“During verification it was
found that Sheikh Imran had submitted a proposal to the bank for
establishment of CA storage at
Lassipora. The officials assessed

›

More cases might be
registered and raids
might be conducted on
some influential people
who are blamed to have
gobbled huge amounts of
money from the bank
under various schemes.
Anti-corruption bureau officials

J&K BANK NOW
UNDER RTI, CVC
The J&K Bank will now come
under the purview of Right to
Information Act and Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC)
guidelines, an official spokesman said on Saturday. He said
the decision was taken by the
board of directors of bank.
The move will ensure greater
transparency and accountability, the spokesman said.

the cost of project to ₹33 crore
with the subsidy component of
₹16.50 crore i.e 50% of estimated
project cost,” the bureau stated.
The bureau officials said as per
norms, the subsidy component
after its release by the National
Horticulture Board was required
to be kept in a separate account by
the credit provider bank termed
as subsidy reserve fund with
detailed terms and conditions for
adjustment.
Officials said, “During
enquiry, it also came to light that
Kehwa group has six more business units and Imran had raised
varied loan facilities and over-

drafts for these businesses. The
loan liabilities accumulated to
₹138 crore. Since one of the company Kehwa Square had
turned NPA including its sister
business concerns, Imran sought
one-time settlement with the
bank, which was granted by waving off liabilities of ₹33 crore.
As one-time settlement, the
Kehwa group was asked to
deposit ₹105 crores in two instalments to be paid by March 25,
2017.”
As per the bureau, the enquiry
also revealed that the cost of the
project assessed subsequently
was found much lower than the
projected cost.
“Imran and his partners executed this with the support of
bank officials through business
units namely Go Fresh whose
proprietors Nadeem Ahmad
Mayar (Qasba) was roped
in seeking a loan of ₹36.10 crore
with arrangement of margin
money amounting ₹1.90 crore in
lieu of the proposed transfer of
the lease/property rights of this
mortgaged business unit at
Lassipora in his favour,” a
spokesperson said.
He that Mayar obtained the
loan of ₹36.10 crore on the same
property which was already
under hypothecation with the
bank as asset of the Kehwa
Square Private Limited.
The officials said the enquiry
also found illegal appropriation
of subsidy of ₹16.50 crore and layering of various transactions.
During investigations, the
bureau established that the
Kehwa Group has got a loan of
₹138 crore from the Jammu and
KashmirBank, which was
restructured for an amount of
₹78 crore under a well-knit
conspiracy.

n

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama blessing a man during a conference in New Delhi on Saturday.
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17-YEAR-OLD
WASHED AWAY IN
RIVER IN J&K

Ex-Union minister Saifuddin
soz heckled at Budgam school

Press Trust of India

Saifuddin soz was heckled by a
group of parents in the compound
of Delhi Public School in Budgam
on Saturday.
The school is run by his wife
and son. The parents were
annoyed over closure of the
school from last two days due to
tussle between the staff and management. The video in which a
group of parents can be seen jeering the former Union minister
has gone viral on social media.
The staff has been demanding a
hike in salaries, especially after

n
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JAMMU: A 17-year-old boy was

washed away while he was taking a bath in a river in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Doda district on
Saturday, police said.
Three teenagers slipped into
the Neeru river due to a strong
current when they were taking
a bath near the Doda-Bhadarwah highway, the police said.
Two boys were rescued by the
locals who reached the spot
immediately.
A search is on for the missing
one, Shoib Malik, a resident of
Haanch Ghat, said Bhadarwah
superintendent of police Raj
Singh Gouria.

SRINAGAR: Former Union minister

the school had raised the fee
structure recently.
However, Soz has denied that
he was heckled by parents in the
school compound. “I have nothing to do with the issue. I went
there after I received a phone call
and saw some people had pitched
a tent inside the school. My wife is
the chairperson of the school and
the issue was between the school
management and staff. It has
nothing to do with me.’’
Soz’s wife Mumtaz-un-Nisa
Soz said, “Some staff members
were on strike as they wanted

hike in their salaries. The issue
between the management and
staff has been sorted out. The
school will now function normally.’’
Budgam chief education officer Masrat Shaheen Tak said, “
The school management has
agreed to ₹2,000 hike in salaries.
They have also agreed to constitute a committee which will
revise the salary structure of the
staff within two months.
If it is not done the government
will initiate action against the
HTC
school owners.”

Man refuses extortion
demand, shot dead
NEW DELHI: His refusal to pay ₹50
lakh as extortion money led to the
murder of a 35-year-old ex-call
centre employee in West Delhi on
Thursday, police said on Saturday after apprehending a 16-yearold suspect.
The victim, Amit Kochar, was
among the five persons shot dead
in four separate incidents in
Delhi over a 15-hour period
between Thursday night and Friday morning.
Kochar had left his job at a call
centre a few months ago to try his
hand at real estate. But the
nabbed juvenile suspect has told
the police that Kochar was also
into cricket betting. The allegation, however, has been refuted
by his three months pregnant
wife, according to the police.
Police said the juvenile was
among a gang of five criminals.

They landed outside Kochar’s
home just as he was expecting a
restaurant to deliver food. He was
tricked into entering his car on
the pretext of moving it to make
space for another car. As soon as
he was inside, one of the accused
occupied the front seat, pointed a
gun at him and asked him to pay
up,” the officer said.
As Kochar told them about his
inability to pay the money, the
other four people allegedly
blocked him from making any
attempt to escape. He was shot at
multiple times.
The arrested accused was
allegedly found to be carrying
three pistols and 21 live cartridges.
The police said they are on the
trail of the four other suspects
who have been identified but
HTC
remain at large.

Himachal CM signs
₹800-crore biz
pacts with
Netherlands
SHIMLA : In a bid to woo foreign
investors, a Himachal Pradesh
government delegation led by
chief minister Jai Ram Thakur
held its second international
‘Road show’ at The Hague in
Netherlands on Friday, to showcase opportunities and the state’s
readiness to encourage investment.
The state government has
signed a MoU with Assocham
Europe in Netherlands in presence of the company chairman
Vikas Chaturvedi to strengthen
and expand the area of agriculture, horticulture, logistic and
infrastructure. The Assocham
Europe facilitates business
between Europe and India.
A ₹500 crore MoU was also
signed with CM Corps to develop
a golf resort in Kangra district.
The project is expected to start in
January, 2020 and will provide
employment to over 1,000 people.
Another MoU worth ₹300 crore
was signed with Takshinda Foundation for establishing an international skill university in Kangra district. The project is also
expected to start by January,
2020.
Speaking on the occasion, the
CM said Netherlands is the second largest exporter of agricultural products in the world and is
known for its smart logistics,
storage and packaging technologies.
He said trade cooperation in
the agricultural space will benefit
both the nations and supplement
efforts of the government to double its food production and farmers’ income.
HTC
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htnation
Patients voice their discontent
as doctors refuse to call off stir
GROUND ZERO Patients protest after the family of a 3-year-old boy alleges that he died as he wasn’t attended to
HT Correspondents
n

Congress MP Adhir Chowdhury tweeted, “Common people
are selling their valuables and
buying expensive private healthcare, while Didi is not going for
talks with the doctors. Is she trying to fully privatise Bengal’s
healthcare system?”

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/MIDNAPORE/BERHAMPORE:

Striking junior doctors in Bengal
turned down chief minister
Mamata Banerjee’s invitation to
their representatives for talks
“behind closed doors” on Saturday, effectively dashing hopes of
an immediate resolution to the
five-day-long heathcare crisis in
government hospitals.
The junior doctors had struck
work on Tuesday to protest the
brutal assault on colleagues on
the NRS Medical College and Hospital campus the night before following the death of an octogenarian patient. They have refused to
resume work till security is provided in all government hospitals
and turned a deaf ear to the chief
minister’s threats to take action.
Hard pressed to find a way out,
Banerjee had invited four representatives of the protesters for
talks at the state secretariat at 5
pm in the presence of five prominent doctors of the city. But the
striking doctors snubbed the
chief minister.
“We doubt the objectivity and
safety of talks with a handful of
our representatives behind
closed doors. We want the chief
minister to come to NRS (Medical
College and Hospital) and hold
talks with all of us,” a statement
issued by NRS doctors after a general body meeting said.
Subsequently, Banerjee held a
series of meetings with the junior
health minister, chief secretary,
health secretary and five veteran
doctors. “We tried to break the
impasse. We failed. We give up,”
said Abhijit Chowdhury, one of
the five doctors who met the CM.
On Saturday, the health
department issued a directive for
revamping security at all state-

n

Doctors continue protest against an attack on two of their colleagues, at Nil Ratan Sircar Medical College
SAMIR JANA/HT PHOTO
and Hospital in Kolkata on Saturday.

run hospitals. Officials aware of
developments said the department proposed to deploy private
security agencies that will work
in coordination with the police.
The government will also install
alarm systems and increase the
number of security cameras at
hospitals.
Over the week, the doctors’
strike that began in Bengal
spread across 17 states and Union
Territories. Resident doctors of
the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) and Safdarjung
Hospital, who boycotted work on
Friday, gave Banerjee a 48-hour
ultimatum to meet the junior doctors’ demands, failing which they
plan to begin an indefinite strike.
At the same time, doctors in
Bengal continued their resignation threat. On Saturday, as
many as 40 doctors from Kalyani’s JNM Medical College and

Hospital and 26 from Midnapore
Medical College and Hospital
submitted letters to the authorities expressing their desire to
resign. So far, over 700 doctors
have threatened to put in their
papers.
On Saturday afternoon, the
police made security bandobast
outside the Institute of Neurosciences in south Kolkata where the
chief minister was expected to
visit Paribaha Mukherjee, the
junior doctor assaulted on Monday night. But she did not show
up till evening.
Mukherjee is doing well and is
out of danger, said P Bardhan,
superintendent of the Institute of
Neurosciences.
The efforts to break the deadlock began on Saturday morning
with Indian Medical Association
all-India president Santanu Sen
holding a meeting with protesters

at NRS Medical College and Hospital, the epicentre of the agitation since Monday night.
Sen appealed to the strikers to
speak to the chief minister. But
they got furious after Sen told
reporters, “Outsiders present in
the meeting were trying to derail
efforts to resolve the impasse.
Even those not involved with the
medical profession were present
in the general body meeting with
junior doctors. They are trying to
prolong the anarchy.”
Opposition leaders reacted
sharply to the failure of the government to resolve the crisis.
“The doctors defied the chief minister’s ultimatum and she has
acted obstinately by not visiting
them, thereby causing endless
trouble to the common people.
She should resign,” said Bharatiya Janata Party national secretary Rahul Sinha.

MORE DEATHS
AT HOSPITALS
A three-day-old boy died in Midnapore Medical College and Hospital (MMCH) on Saturday, as
hundreds of patients continued to
face hardships because of the
strike. “The baby had troubled
breathing since his birth on
Wednesday but he did not get any
treatment due to the doctors’ agitation,” said Mustakin Bibi, the
baby’s grandmother.
Trouble erupted in MMCH
after the family members placed
the baby’s lifeless body in front of
the agitating junior doctors and
blamed them for the death.
Policemen from Kotwali police
station were called in to control
the situation.
MMCH principal Panchanan
Kundu said the infant had a problem in the lungs, and denied allegations of lack of treatment.
In Murshidabad Medical College and Hospital, Chandnihara
Bibi (51) died on Saturday afternoon. “We admitted my aunt with
severe breathing problems. But
the doctors didn’t even administer oxygen and saline due to their
strike,” said Faizur Rahaman, a
nephew of Bibi.
After her death, hundreds
began agitating but police
restored order. The scene at staterun medical colleges did not
change much on Saturday. Outpatients’ departments were
closed and, in some cases, emergency services, too, remained
suspended.

CICA SUMMIT

Terror gravest threat to Asia: Jaishankar
HT Correspondent
n

n

Yury Trutnev

Russian deputy PM
to visit on June 18
with a focus on
trade, investment
Rezaul H Laskar
n
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NEWDELHI: Russian deputy prime

minister Yury Trutnev will visit
New Delhi on June 18 to explore
opportunities for India’s participation in developing the
resource-rich Far East and Arctic
regions, people familiar with
developments said.
Trutnev, the Russian president’s special envoy for the Far
Eastern federal district, will take
forward discussions between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Vladimir Putin in
Bishkek on June 13 about cooperating in the region rich in oil, gas,
minerals and timber.
The visit comes at a time when
there is a feeling in New Delhi and
Moscow that the bilateral relationship needs a boost in terms of
trade and investment. Militarytechnical cooperation remains
robust but trade has stagnated at
around $10 billion for the past few
years. India’s participation in
developing Russia’s Far East figured in talks between Modi and
Putin on the margins of Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation Summit, and the Indian side said business delegations and state representatives will visit the region to
identify opportunities.
Russia’s easternmost region
stretches from Siberia to the
Pacific Ocean and is estimated to
have 10 to 14 billion tonnes of oil
and 14 to 15 trillion cubic meters
of gas. A consortium of Indian oil
companies acquired a 49.9% stake
in Vankor oilfield in Siberia for
$4.2 billion in 2016 and the two
sides are in negotiations for other
oilfields in the region.
“A new area of focus identified
by (Modi and Putin) is Arctic
region oil and gas. This is an area
where we feel we should engage
further, and we have already
begun that engagement – a delegation from the ministry of petroleum and natural gas had discussions with the Russian side last
month,” foreign secretary Vijay
Gokhale said, adding that the two
sides will also look at using
skilled Indian manpower to
develop the Far East region.
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NEWDELHI:Terrorism is the “gravest threat” facing Asia, and all
countries should back the “Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism” proposed by
India to help combat the menace,
external affairs minister S Jaishankar said on Saturday.
Addressing the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence
Building Measures in Asia
(CICA) Summit in the Tajikistan
capital of Dushanbe, he said
many of the 26 member states of
the grouping were victims of terrorism.
“Terrorism is the gravest
threat that we face in Asia today.
Many CICA members are victims
of terrorism and it should be clear
that terrorists and their victims
must never be equated,” he said.
“CICA has always shown a

n

S Jaishankar

strong commitment to combat
terrorism and extremism and
adopt a comprehensive strategy
to combat terrorism. Early finalisation of the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism, proposed by India, is
today even more essential and we
seek your support in this regard,”
he said.
Jaishankar’s remarks came a
day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in the capital of

Police intensify
operation to trace
dacoit Gurjar
HT Correspondent
n

htraj@hitlive.com

BHARATPUR: Police on Saturday

intensified combing operations
for dreaded dacoit Jagan Gurjar
who has gone into hiding in the
Chambal forests along with
accomplices after beating up and
parading two women naked in a
village in Dholpur district.
Additional director general of
police Govind Gupta who
reached Dholpur on Saturday
said around 500 policemen, and
three companies of the Rasjasthan Armed Constabulary are
engaged in tracing the dacoits.
Police teams, Rajasthan
Armed Constabulary force, and
the Cobra team led by superintendent of police of Dholpur Ajay
Singh are still camping in forest
to search dacoits. Police also
engaged in an encounter with
dacoits in Chambal forests while
searching for Jagan late night on
Friday. The encounter between
began when two gangs belonging
to dacoit Bharat Gurjar and Ram
Vilas Gurjar attacked police near
village Mangalpura. Gupta who
was accompanied by inspector
general of police of Bharatpur
range Bhupendra Sahu, said
police was formulating a strategy
to arrest all dacoits in Dholpur.
Gupta stayed at Bayana police

DACOIT HAS GONE INTO
HIDING AFTER BEATING
UP AND PARADING TWO
WOMEN NAKED AT A
VILLAGE IN DHOLPUR
station for some time and discussed the situation with senior
police officials.
“I have directed Superintendent of police of Dholpur Ajay
Singh and Superintendent of
Dholpur Preeti Chandra to
search and arrest Gurjar along
with other dacoits,” inspector
general of police of Bharatpur
range Bhupendra Sahu said.
Police have carried out
encounters with dacoits several
times and have also arrested
them but they are released by
courts on bail. Jagan Gurjar from
Dholpur recently hit the headlines when on June 12 he reached
Saypur village in Dholpur with
three others and attacked members of a family who he suspected
to be police informers. Jagan has
nearly 100 charges of loot, murder, extortion in Rajasthan, UP
and MP. He had surrendered
before IG, Bharatpur range, Malini Agarwal on August 19, 2018 in
Bayana , but was released on bail
on 12 days back from Dholpur
jail.

Kyrgyzstan, where he said all
countries “encouraging, supporting and financing” terror must he
held responsible for their actions.
This was a thinly veiled reference
to Pakistan.
In Afghanistan, Jaishankar
said, India will continue to back a
national peace and reconciliation
process that is ‘Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned’.
“We believe all initiatives and
processes must include all sections of Afghan society, including
the legitimately elected government,” he said.
He said lack of energy security
had emerged as a key developmental challenge, and India
backs a “better dialogue between
consumers and producers for a
stable energy market”. He called
on CICA members to join India’s
initiative of the International
Solar Alliance as developing
renewable energy will facilitate

security and stability in Asia.
“India’s initiative of International Solar Alliance has received
overwhelming support; 74 countries have signed the Framework
Agreement. Developing renewable energy will be a great contribution to the security and stability of Asia and I invite CICA members who have not joined the
Alliance to do so,” Jaishankar
said.
Jaishankar also said India’s
vision of the Indo-Pacific is rooted
in the “SAGAR” or Security and
Growth for All in the Region policy.
CICA is a pan-Asia forum for
enhancing cooperation and promoting security and stability in
Asia. India has been a member of
CICA since its inception and
former Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee participated in
the grouping’s first summit in
Kazakhstan in 2002.

POLITICAL VIOLENCE CONTINUES

4 killed as Bengal remains
on edge, MHA seeks report
HT Correspondents
n
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BERHAMPORE/KOLKATA:As political
blood-letting continued in West
Bengal with four Trinamool Congress workers being killed in
Murshidabad district on Saturday, the Centre has sought a
report from the state government
on the measures taken to contain
political violence, and another on
the ongoing strike by doctors,
senior officials who did not want
to be named said.
In its communication on political violence, the Centre said:
“Unabated violence over the
years is evidently a matter of deep
concern.” It also pointed to the
growing number of incidents of
election-related and political violence and casualties during 20162019. “The number of incidents of
political violence in West Bengal
increased from 509 in 2016 to 1,035
in 2018 while 26 people have been
killed in 2019 in poll-related
issues,” the Centre said.
“It is requested that a report
may be sent to this Ministry on
the steps taken by the state government and its law enforcement
machinery to investigate the incidents of violence to bring the culprits to book as also the measures
taken to contain and curb violence,” it added.
In the second advisory, the
Centre sought a report urgently

›

Unabated violence
(in West Bengal)
over the years is evidently
a matter of deep concern.
MHA, in an official communication
to Bengal govt

on the ongoing doctors’ strike.
The killing of three more persons has taken to 14 the death
count since Lok Sabha election
results were declared on May 23.
The ruling Trinamool Congress claimed all three workers
were party activists who were
allegedly shot dead by rival Bharatiya Janata Party cadres. The
BJP, however, attributed the killings to infighting in the TMC.
Both parties have been locked in
battle since the BJP bagged 18 of
Bengal’s 42 Lok Sabha seats in the
general elections, restricting the
TMC to 22. The clashes erupted in
Halshanapara village, about 230
km to the north of Kolkata.
“So far, three persons have
been killed in the clash. Senior
officers are conducting raids in
search of the assailants. A few
persons have been detained for
questioning,” said additional
superintendent of police, Lalbagh-Murshidabad, Angshuman
Roy. Those killed have been identified as Khairuddin Sheikh (40)
and his nephews, Sohel Rana (22)

7 die while cleaning
sewer in Guj hotel
Agencies
n
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VADODARA: Seven people, includ-

ing four sanitation workers, died
on Saturday after allegedly inhaling toxic fumes while cleaning
sewer of a hotel in Vadodara district of Gujarat, officials said.
The incident happened shortly
after midnight at Darshan Hotel
in Fartikui village of Dabhoi tehsil, around 30 kms from Vadodara
city, police said.
Three employees of the hotel
were also among those killed.
“The sanitation workers had
been roped in to clean the sewer.
When one worker failed to come
out of the manhole, others went
inside to check, but all of them
died of asphyxiation,” news
agency PTI quoted in-charge district collector Kiran Zaveri as
saying.
“We rushed to the site soon
after learning about the incident
and teams of the fire brigade from
Vadodara Municipal Corporation and Dabhoi civic body
launched rescue work. They took
out the bodies of the deceased
after three hours of efforts,” he
added. After the post-mortem, the
bodies were handed over to the
kin of the deceased.
The owner of the hotel, Hassan
Abbas Ismail Boraniya, is
absconding.
BJP MLA Shailesh Mehta,
who represents the Dabhoi

POLICE SAID, DUE TO
INHALATION OF TOXIC
FUMES INSIDE THE
MANHOLE, THE
WORKERS FELL
UNCONSCIOUS AND DIED
assembly constituency, said the
four sanitation workers were
from the nearby Thuvavi village
and they were hired to clean the
sewer lines. He added that the
incident shows sheer disregard
for the safety of the workers.
Police said the incident took
place around 12.30 am. Due to
inhalation of toxic fumes inside
the manhole, the workers fell
unconscious and died, police
said. Meanwhile, the Gujarat
government announced financial
assistance of ~4 lakh each to the
kin of the deceased.
In a statement, the government said that it has directed the
police to take strict action against
the hotel owner.
According to the numbers collated by the National Commission for Safai Karamcharis — the
statutory body set up for the welfare of sanitation workers, an
average, one person has died
every five days while cleaning
sewers and septic tanks . In 2017,
there were 137 deaths, 105 in 2018,
and, till March 2019, 11 had died.

and Rahidul Sheikh (32).
Late on Saturday, another
TMC leader, Majoranjan Patra,
was beaten to death with iron
rods at Harischawk village in
Khanakul area of Hoogly district.
The deputy pradhan of Garaimari gram panchayat, Sabbir
Sheikh (40), was admitted to hospital with a bullet injury. Villagers said the sound of gunshots
and of “hundreds of bombs” being
hurled could be heard during the
clashes. TMC claimed the killings were in retaliation to the
murder of a man before elections.
On March 18 this year, Altab
Sheikh, the official in charge of
fishery affairs in the TMC-run
Domkal panchayat samiti, was
killed. A few persons accused in
that murder recently got bail and
returned to the village.
“Goons backed by the Congress and Left Front killed Altab
before the general election. But
now they are in the BJP camp.
Today, BJP-backed goons killed
three of our men after failing to
perform well in the Lok Sabha
election,” alleged Soumik Hossain, the chairman of TMC-run
Domkal municipality.
Refuting the TMC allegation,
Humayun Kabir, the vice-president of the BJP’s Murshidabad
(south) unit, said, “The murders
on Saturday took place as a result
of faction fights within the TMC.
A CID probe will reveal it.”

Weather hits ops
to retrieve remains
from AN-32 crash
NEWDELHI: Operations to retrieve

the mortal remains of the 13 men
killed in the June 3 Antonov-32
plane crash have been hit by bad
weather, the Indian Air Force
said on Saturday.
“The rescue operations are
being curtailed due to incessant
rains and heavy clouding,” a
statement issued by the IAF said.
Rescue teams are on standby and
will begin work as soon as the
weather improves.
“Helicopter
operations
require great skill and caution
under such conditions...Bad
weather is hampering hovering
by helicopters for winching operations which are mandatory for
all rescue operations and recovery of mortal remains,” it added.
Earlier in the day, IAF chief B S
Dhanoa assured that all efforts
will be made to ascertain the
cause of the crash and to ensure
that such accidents do not recur.
“...We will go into the detail (to
ascertain) as to what happened
and how do we make sure that it
does not happen again,” he said
on the sidelines of an event in
Dundigal, Hyderabad.
The AN-32 took off from Jorhat
in Assam on June 3 and was on its
way to an advanced landing
ground at Mechuka in Arunachal
Pradesh when it lost contact with
ground control. A search team
spotted the wreckage of AN-32 on
HTC &PTI
Tuesday.

APE HANDLER

A langur stand-in who is Lucknow’s Rajasthan seeks
answer to rising monkey menace Centre support for
Oliver Fredrick
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Kismat, a 42-yearold monkey handler, possesses a special skill. He mimics langurs and produces
sounds that can scare away
monkeys. Much in demand
due to the rising monkey
menace in Lucknow, Kismat
earns over ~50,000 monthly
for scaring away simians.
He has also trained others
on how to deal with monkeys
that often bite people and
snatch their food.
The railways has hired
Kismat to combat the menace
at Lucknow’s Charbagh railway station. “Kismat’s voice
is really effective and I have
seen monkeys running away
[because of him]. As he is the
only person in the town, who
can mimic sounds of langurs,
we have no other way to
check the monkey menace.
He is doing a good job,” said
northern railways (Lucknow
division) senior divisional
commercial manager Jagtosh Shukla.

THE BEGINNING
Kismat began scaring away
monkeys for a living in 2013
on his own when he was
forced to free his pet langur in
a jungle after the Union environment and forest ministry

n

Kismat earns over ~50K a
month for scaring simians.

reinstated a ban on keeping
capped langurs as they are a
protected species. “When the
[ban] order was reinstated, I
left my pet langur, who had
been with me for seven years,
into the jungle. I used to scare
away monkeys with the help
of my langur. After the ban,
we had no other means of
income,” said Kismat.
He began imitating sounds
of langurs to scare away monkeys. “I tried and tried… and
after a couple of days of practice, I started imitating the
voice. When I produced the
sounds near monkeys, they
actually worked,” he said.
FIRST WORKPLACE
He found work to scare away
monkeys on his own first at
the Charbagh Railway station, which is one of the most
crowded places in Lucknow

with a footfall of 1.25 lakh passengers daily. The railways
hired him in 2015. “Cases of
monkey bites were very frequent. But the situation
began to change after his
appointment,” said an officer
at Charbagh station.
Kismat began working
from 6 am to 6 pm. He gets
~20,100 monthly for scaring
away monkeys. He also
works at Northern Railway’s
Diesel Loco Shed in Lucknow
where he draws ~17,000.
PASSING ON SKILLS
Kismat said he started training people because he cannot
handle the menace on his
own. “I train unemployed
people from my madari [monkey handler] community.”
He charges ~1,000 to 2,000 for
the training.
Kismat said his work is
also about keeping his community’s tradition alive. He
remembers his late mother
Haseeman’s last words: “Do
not let the community die”.
Kismat’s brothers—
Mohammed Fareed, Kashmira, Noor Muhammed and
Sharafat – are also monkey
handlers.Kismat lives in Lucknow’s Telibagh along with
other members of his community. There are an estimated 300 families of monkey
handlers in the city.

farm loan waiver
HT Correspondent
n

htraj@htlive.com

JAIPUR:Chief minister Ashok Gehlot on Saturday sought Union
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s support for Rajasthan’s
loan waiver scheme for 24 lakh
farmers affiliated to cooperative
banks costing the state exchequer ₹15,679 crore.
Gehlot said the state further
plans to waive crop loans from
the nationalised banks, scheduled commercial banks and rural
regional banks up to ₹2 lakh per
farmer. He sought the Centre’s
help to the state in having a onetime settlement with the banks
for loan waiver.
Discussing financial issues
related to Rajasthan, he
requested the Centre to give
approval to pending drinking
water projects and ensure timely
release of funds for the centrally
sponsored schemes.
Gehlot said that as per the past
practice the state’s share in the
central taxes should be released
to respective states on the first
date of the month. As this practice
had been changed in the past few
years, the states were facing
financial issues. The states have
to make payments towards salaries and pension on the first date,
which becomes difficult, he
said.
The chief minister requested

Sitharaman that financial proposals of seven drinking water
projects costing ₹5,473 crore
should be approved at the earliest. He asked for approval for the
proposal for external financial
aid for the Phase 3 of Rajiv Gandhi
Lift Canal Project costing ₹1,450
crore. This project will provide
drinking water to 2014 villages
and five towns of Jodhpur,
Barmer and Pali districts till 2051.
Gehlot said Rajasthan has several drinking water projects proposed with the help of Japanese
aid agency JICA.
These proposals are pending
with union ministries of drinking
water & sanitation and urban
development.
Gehlot suggested that the
states should be allowed to take
loans up to 4% instead of 3% of the
Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) to ensure no dearth of
funds for development projects.
He said the Centre should make
the procedure for the states to
take loans from the open markets
a stable one.
AT NITI AAYOG MEETING
Gehlot also asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to declare the
Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project
(ERCP) a national project. He also
said that implementing the
Ayushmaan Bharat Yojna would
deprive health insurance cover to
about 40 lakh families in the state.
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Centre to push key bills,
INDIA HOLDS
likely to replace 10
OFF ON
ordinances with laws ENDORSING BRI

AT S C O S U M M I T

HT Correspondent

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Parliament’s first session since the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government returned to power last
month will begin on Monday. The
session will continue until July
26. Union Budget will be presented on July 5.
The government plans to push
the passage of crucial bills,
including the one that seeks to
criminalise the practice of instant
divorce among a section of Muslims, during the session. It has a
majority of 353 members in a 543member lower House or Lok
Sabha. But the government is
dependent on the Opposition for
legislative support in Rajya
Sabha or the upper House, where
it lacks a majority. The government reached out to the Opposition in the run-up to the session as
the Union cabinet cleared as
many as eight bills that it will
table in Parliament.
Union parliamentary affairs
minister Pralhad Joshi, on Friday called on Congress leader,
Sonia Gandhi, and sought cooperation for Parliament’s smooth
functioning. A fresh bill banning
the practice of instant divorce or
triple talaq was among the bills
the Cabinet approved on Wednesday ahead of the session. But
there has no word on whether the
government will table the contentious Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill or CAB.
People aware of the developments said there has been no dis-

Ayodhya panel
meets AIMPLB
delegation
LUCKNOW:The Supreme Court-appointed Ayodhya mediation
panel on Saturday held threehour-long discussions with an All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) delegation.
“We were invited by the panel
for talks. We communicated to
them the AIMPLB stand on the
Ayodhya land dispute,” said a
member of the delegation led by
AIMPLB general secretary Maulana Wali Rahmani. “
HTC

THE FRESH BILL TO BAN
THE INSTANT TRIPLE
TALAQ WOULD BE
INTRODUCED IN
PARLIAMENT TO
REPLACE AN ORDINANCE
ISSUED IN FEBRUARY

cussion so far on whether the
CAB will be tabled. The CAB
seeks to make it easier for nonMuslims from Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan to get
Indian citizenship.
It triggered protests in the
northeast ahead of the April-May
national polls. Indigenous groups
say the CAB will encourage more
migrations from Bangladesh
while an exercise is underway to
identify and deport undocumented Bangladeshi immigrants
from the region.
The CAB was passed in Lok
Sabha in January, but it lapsed as
the government was unable to
have Rajya Sabha clear it. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi referred
to the bill during campaigning in
the region and said the BJP was
committed to passing it once the
NDA returns to power.
The fresh bill to ban the instant
triple talaq would be introduced
in Parliament to replace an ordinance issued in February.
Under the proposed law,
instant triple talaq will be illegal
and attract a jail term of three
years. The previous bill lapsed as
it was passed in the lower House
but could not be cleared in Rajya
Sabha.
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Jobs, health on Niti Aayog Railways drops plan to
100-day agenda: Saraswat give massage on trains
HT Correspondent
n

Anisha Dutta
n

anisha.dutta@hindustantimes.com
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NEW DELHI: For the first 100 days
NEW DELHI: India held off on
endorsing China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in the joint declaration issued after the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Summit in Bishkek on Friday, a
reflection of New Delhi’s concerns about the ambitious trade
and connectivity project.
All other members of the SCO,
especially the Central Asian
states, have enthusiastically
signed on for President Xi Jinping’s flagship project. However,
India has protested about BRI
because a key component – the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) – passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
“The Republic of Kazakhstan,
the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, the Russian
Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan reaffirm their support for
China’s Belt and Road Initiative
and praise the results of the Second Belt and Road Forum for
International
Cooperation
(which was held in April 26),” the
Bishkek Declaration said.
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after Niti Aayog was reconstituted on June 4, the government’s policy think tank will
focus on employment generation, drawing up a blueprint to
combat the drought situation,
setting up of health centres, and
the Aspirational Districts Programme, the panel’s primary
member VK Saraswat said on
Saturday.
“The basic focus that the government of India has identified
in these 100 days will be to look
into employment, economy,
drought situation in the country
and setting up health centres,”
Saraswat, a former Defence
Research and Development
Organisation chief, said.
“We will also be focusing on
our (Niti Aayog) programme on
aspirational districts, under
which we had identified 117 districts with very low development in a bid to transform
them,” he added.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday held the fifth
meeting of the policy think
tank’s governing council. In his

opening remarks, the PM said
several health-sector targets
that have to be achieved by 2022
have to kept in mind.
He mentioned the target of
eliminating tuberculosis by
2025.
The Aspirational Districts
Programme was launched by
PM Modi on January 5, 2018
with the aim of rapidly transforming districts that have
shown relatively little progress
in key social areas and have
emerged as pockets of under-development.
“We would like to put our best
foot forward to make sure rankings and ratings of districts are
carried out properly, and all
schemes identified with each
block are monitored by our
teams. We have identified the
areas where each aspirational
district has to perform, which
include agriculture, health,
education and infrastructure.
We will do a review of the districts every three months,” he
said.
Saraswat said a push for
methanol as an alternate fuel
would also be on the agenda.

Three CMs skip
PM-chaired meet
NEW DELHI: Three chief ministers

-- Amarinder Singh, Mamata
Banerjee and K Chandrashekar
Rao – skipped the fifth meeting
of Niti Aayog’s governing council in New Delhi on Saturday.
Chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at Rashtrapati
Bhawan, this was the first meeting of the apex planning body
since the Bharatiya Janata Party-led National Democratic Alliance formed a new government
at the Centre after a stellar win
in the recently-concluded Lok
Sabha elections.
The meeting is being attended
by chief ministers, lieutenant
governors of Union territories,
Union ministers and senior
government officials, among
others. Punjab CM Amarinder
Singh cited ill health as the reason for not attending the meeting, and sent state finance minister Manpreet Badal as his representative.

HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION
Bays No. 67-70, Sector-2, Panchkula-134151
(Website: www.hssc.gov.in)
CORRIGENDUM
Reference Haryana Staff Selection Commission's Advertisement
No. 8/2019, Cat. No. 1 dated 13.06.2019 for the post of Canal Patwari,
Irrigation & Water Resources Department, Haryana which was
published in various newspapers and also available on the Haryana
Staff Selection Commission's website i.e. www.hssc.gov.in.
It is notified for the information of all concerned that These posts
were earlier advertised by the Haryana Staff Selection Commission,
Panchkula vide Advt. No. 6/2015, Cat. No. 1. Against these posts no
recruitment process could be initiated and the same were cancelled
by the Haryana Staff Selection Commission, Panchkula vide Public
Notice dated 27.04.2018. The candidates who had earlier applied
against these posts and are eligible against the re-advertised posts
shall be given age relaxation(if required) and such candidates will also
be exempted from the payment of application fee. However, such
candidates will have to apply afresh alongwith proof of depositing the
application fee. They are required to upload the fee Challan/credit
certificate issued by Treasury/e-Challan as the case may be, alongwith
the fresh application form and will produce the original Challan/credit
certificate issued by Treasury / e-Challan at the time of verification.
The candidates who have applied earlier against advertisement
No. 6/2015, Cat. No. and do not fulfill the educational qualification
prescribed for the post of Gram Sachiv shall be entitle for refund of
fee. Shortly a notice inviting application for refund of application
money shall be issued

Dated: 15th June, 2019

Sd/Under Secretary,
for Secretary, Haryana Staff
Selection Commission, Panchkula.

Note: The above Corrigendum is also available on the website www.hssc.gov.in
76931
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NEW DELHI : The Indian Railways

has withdrawn its proposal to
provide massage services to passengers on trains, a press release
issued by the Western Railways
said.
Western Railways had last
week proposed to provide head,
neck and foot massages to the
passengers of trains originating
from Indore. However, senior
railway officials did not approve
of the idea. Indore MP Shankar
Lalwani had even written to
Union minister Piyush Goyal,

saying that offering such services
in the presence of women was
against the Indian culture.
“Proposal for introduction of
head and/or foot massage services to be provided in the trains
originating from Indore was initiated by Ratlam Division of Western Railways. As soon as this proposal came to the notice of higher
authorities of Western Railways,
it has been decided to withdraw
this proposal of starting massage
services in trains,” stated a press
release issued by the Western
Railways. The facility was to be
made available on 39 trains
departing from Indore.

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION
BAYS NO 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR 4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates that
the Commission has fixed the interview for the posts of Assistant Professor
(College Cadre) for the subjects of Commerce, Hindi, & Geography (Advt. No.
1/2019) from 20.06.2019 to 26.06.2019 at 09:30 AM onwards in Commission's
office, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B, Sector-4, Panchkula. Interview letters are
being sent separately through E-mail only to the candidates. The schedule for
interview has been uploaded on Commission's website i.e.
http://hpsc.gov.in.
Sd/Dy. Secretary
Dated: 15-06-2019
Haryana Public Service Commission, Panchkula

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION
BAYS NO 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR0-4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates for
the posts of Assistant Professor (College Cadre) in the subject of
Commerce, Hindi, Math & Geography in response to the Advertisement No.
1/2019 that candidates having Roll Nos. as mentioned in the list attached
to this announcement who's candidature is liable for rejection, have been
displayed on Commission's Website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in.
The candidature of the candidates mentioned in list - I displayed on
Commission's website is liable for rejection on account of non-submission
of Printed/Hard. Copy of online application form alongwith required
documents and the candidature of the candidates mentioned in list - II are
liable for rejection due to various other reasons.
The candidates mentioned in the above lists are advised to submit
their representations, if any, against the proposed rejection upto 20.06.2015
(05:00 PM) failing which no representation will be entertained and the
decision in this regard shall be made on merit as per available record.
NOTE:- The candidates concerned are being intimated through mobile
text message & email.
Sd/Dy. Secretary
Dated: 15-06-2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76929
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shortstories
PRAGYA GETS
EXEMPTION FROM
COURT FOR A DAY
MUMBAI: BJP Lok Sabha MP and
Malegaon blast-accused Pragya
Singh Thakur was on Saturday
exempted from appearance before
a special court in connection with
the case. Her lawyers sought an
exemption on health grounds,
special public prosecutor Avinash
Rasal said. The matter was posted
for hearing on Monday. Thakur had
appeared before the court on June 8
for the first time after winning the
Lok Sabha elections from Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh, after which she
has sought exemptions.

MP govt considering 300
‘smart cow sheds’
BHOPAL: The Madhya Pradesh
government is in talks with a
foreign firm to build 300 “smart
gaushalas” (cow sheds) to house
abandoned cattle, state animal
husbandry minister Lakhan Singh
Yadav said Saturday. He said that as
per the plan, the foreign firm will be
asked to build 60 such cow sheds
every year and complete the work
in a five-year period. “We are in
talks with a foreign company to
build 300 smart gaushalas. We are
going to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding for it,” he told PTI.
Government officials said
non-resident Indians are being
approached to fund these 300 cow
sheds.

Man accused of sexual
assault on minor kills self
MUMBAI: A 25-year-old man
charged with sexually assaulting a
minor boy died Saturday after
jumping off a court building in
Dindoshi in suburban Malad when
he was brought for a hearing, police
said. Vikas Pawar was arrested in
2015 under section 377 (unnatural
sex) of the Indian Penal Code and
relevant sections of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, an official said. “When
he reached the designated court, he
pushed the police guard accompanying him and leapt off the sixth
floor of the building. He died
instantly,” the official said.

Bodies of missing trekkers
under fresh snow: Officials
PITHORAGARH: The bodies of five
of the eight missing mountaineers
spotted a few weeks ago by the
search and rescue team have gone
further deep into snow following
fresh avalanches, said officials on
Saturday. The 32 member team
comprising Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
which left on Thursday to retrieve
the bodies will now have to dig
them out of snow,” added officials.

26 child labourers rescued
from biscuit factory
RAIPUR: Twenty-six child labourers
were rescued from the plant of
popular biscuit brand Parle-G here,
police said Saturday. A government
task force on child labour had
received a tip-off that minors were
employed at Parle-G factory in
Amasivni area, said Vidhansabha
SHO Ashwani Rathore. The task
force raided the factory Friday
evening and rescued 26 children, he
said. They were sent to a juvenile
shelter home, he added.

hindustantimes

SUNDAY HI N DUSTA N T I M ES , C H AN D I G AR H
J UN E 1 6, 2019

5 million tonnes of India’s
oil reserves lie uninsured
IN A LIMBO Reinsurers unwilling to provide cover fearing action for breach of US sanctions
Rajeev Jayaswal
n

rajeev.jayaswal@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India is unable to

secure insurance cover for about
5 million tonnes of crude oil
reserves kept in caverns for any
exigency, which also include
supplies from sanctions-hit Iran.
Global reinsurers are unwilling
to provide cover fearing adverse
action against them for the
breach of US sanctions, two persons with direct knowledge of
the matter said requesting anonymity.
“We are in a quandary, what
to do? One option is to ask refiners to use the crude as it is too
risky to keep the high-valued
and highly volatile commodity
without insurance cover. But,
why would refiners bear additional costs for evacuation of
crude from the underground
caverns and transport it to their
refineries?” one of the persons
cited above said.
Indian refiners are reluctant
to immediately use the crude oil
due to various reasons, including inventory and cost issues,
the second official said.
The government-run Indian
Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Limited (ISPRL) has created
storage facilities in three caverns in Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur (near Udupi).
The combined storage capacity
of these caverns is a little over

n

Workers in the Vadinar refinery in June 2012. Experts say oil
REUTERS FILE
insurance amounts often run into billions of dollars.

5.33 million tonnes (MT), which
is enough to meet India’s domestic energy requirements for 9.5
days as per the 2017-18 consumption figure of 206.2 MT, officials
said. The consumption grew
next year to 211.6 MT.
The quantum of Iranian crude
oil present in caverns and the
total value of the stored commodity in the three caverns
could not be immediately ascertained. The oil ministry offered
no comments on this matter.
ISPRL did not respond to an
email query.
Officials quoted earlier said
ISPRL stored Iranian crude oil
because it is relatively cheaper

and its quality is ideal for Indian
refiners. Iran offers its crude oil
to India on attractive terms.
Reinsurers are hesitating to give
insurance cover to the facilities
because they also store Iranian
crude oil.
Even in 2012-13, reinsurers
had refused to provide insurance
covers to domestic refineries for
processing Iranian crude despite
the sanctions, oil sector experts
who did not wish to be named
said. They had also refused
insurance cover to vessels carrying crude oil from Iran during
that period, experts said.
Indian general insurance
companies provide cover to oil

refineries and installations and
then reinsure that risk with
global reinsurers by paying a
premium. Most of the reinsurers
are American and European and
they take sanctions seriously,
experts said.
“Sovereign governments may
take the risk and act against the
US sanctions, but no commercial
enterprise would jeopardise its
business interests. Reinsurers
are no exception,” RS Sharma,
former chairman of Oil and Natural gas Corporation, said.
Experts said insured amounts
of the oil and gas sector are huge,
often running into several billions of dollars, which is too big
for Indian general insurance
companies to take on their
books. They are mandated by the
regulator to get such risks covered through reinsurance.
India’s only reinsurer is GIC Re,
but it has limited capacity,
experts said.
The Vishakhapatnam cavern
has storage capacity of 1.33 MT,
Mangaluru (1.5 MT) and Padur
(2.5 MT). The government plans
to construct two more such storage facilities with total capacity
of 6.5 MT at Chandikhol in Odisha (4 MT) and Padur in Karnataka (2.5 MT). As per the consumption pattern of 2017-18, 6.5
MT capacity is sufficient to meet
about 12 days of the country’s
crude oil requirement.

D R A F T E D U C AT I O N P O L I CY

In 2 weeks, govt gets
50,000 suggestions
Amandeep Shukla
n

amandeep.shukla@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has been

flooded with suggestions regarding the draft New Education Policy (NEP) around two weeks after
it was made public on May 31.
A human resource development (HRD) ministry official said
they have so far received nearly
50,000 suggestions and inputs
from across the country.
The draft NEP has proposed
sweeping changes like a complete
overhaul of board examinations,
removal of distinctions between
different “streams” of study,
greater freedom to choose subjects and learning in local languages.
“There has been a massive
response and it is estimated that
up to 50,000 suggestions, inputs
have already been received. It is
quite a task to go through all of
them but a team of experts is
already on the job. The total number of suggestions may touch a
lakh by the month-end,” the official said.
The suggestions regarding the
draft policy can be made until
June 30. The official said the ministry may try to finish the process
of going through the suggestions
by the end of July and take the
draft NEP to the cabinet thereafter. A consultation with states
is also planned on June 22.
Officials said the HRD ministry has held deliberations on
forming a Higher Education
Commission of India as the draft
NEP has recommended a new

›

It is quite a task
to go through all
of them but a team of
experts is already on the
job. The total number of
suggestions may touch a
lakh by the month-end.
HRD MINISTRY OFFICIAL

system of regulation.
The draft policy has recommended that separate entities
should be involved in regulation, accreditation, funding, and
standard setting etc. It has proposed minimum regulation to
eliminate conflicts of interest
and the concentration of
power.
The University Grants Commission, the higher education
sector regulator, presently carries out many of these functions
simultaneously.
The draft policy also triggered a controversy over
alleged move to impose Hindi on
non-Hindi speaking states.
The controversy prompted
the government to drop the
clause in the draft NEP that
mandated the compulsory
teaching of Hindi in schools
across the country.
At least two members of the
committee have expressed their
reservations over the move to
remove the clause, a member of
the panel said on the condition
of anonymity.

BYPOLLS FOR 6
RS SEATS TO
BE HELD ON
JULY 5: EC
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Election Commis-

sion on Saturday announced
bypolls for six Rajya Sabha seats
on July 5, including the one
vacated by Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president Amit Shah
following his election to the Lok
Sabha. Notifications will be
issued on June 18 and elections
and counting of votes will be held
on July 5.
In a statement, the commission clarified that the vacancies
for bypolls to all Houses, including the Rajya Sabha, are considered “separate vacancies” and
separate notifications are issued
and separate polls are held,
though the schedule can be the
same.
It cited two Delhi High Court
rulings of 1994 and 2009 which had
supported the system of holding
separate bypolls in the same state
under provisions of the Representation of the People Act.
The Congress had demanded
that the bypolls to the two vacant
seats in Gujarat be held together
as it felt that it could win one of
the two Rajya Sabha seats
vacated by Shah and Smriti Irani.

NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE
ISSUED ON JUNE 18 AND
ELECTIONS AND
COUNTING OF VOTES
WILL BE HELD ON JULY 5.

Key appointments to board Gen next arrival alters Pawar dynamics
for denotified tribes pending
S TAT E O F A F FA I R S

Ketaki Ghoge
n

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre is yet to
make key appointments to the
board for development and welfare of denotified, nomadic and
semi-nomadic communities
(DNCs), which was announced in
February this year, although it
has named a senior Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh functionary, Bhiku Ramji Idate as the
chairman and two others as
members.These communities
are counted among the most
backward, and over 265 such
communities have not been able
to benefit from caste-based quotas in government jobs and educational institutions, according
to a 2018 report of the government-appointed Idate commission.
The government is also awaiting the report of a committee
under the NITI Aayog, which
was mandated to identify communities of denotified nomadic

ACCORDING TO A SENIOR
OFFICIAL IN THE SOCIAL
JUSTICE MINISTRY, WHO
DID NOT WISH TO BE
NAMED, THE BOARD HAS
NOT MET EVEN ONCE
SINCE FEBRUARY
tribes (DNT), semi-nomadic
tribes (SNT) and notified tribes
(NT) that are not yet formally
classified. Based on the committee’s report, the Centre will work
on a plan to extend reservation to
these communities, an official
aware of developments said.
During the last budget presentation on February 1, the Centre
had announced setting up of a
committee under Niti Aayog and
a welfare development board to
frame special strategies for the
benefit of the hard-to-reach
denotified, nomadic and seminomadic communities under the

ministry of social justice and
empowerment.
The board, set up after a nod
from the Union Cabinet, is the
first of its kind, and has the mandate to recommend welfare
measures for tribes that are on
the margins of society. According to a senior official in the
social justice ministry, who did
not wish to be named, the board
has not met even once since February in the absence of members.
Another official said the process
of making appointments was
delayed because of the general
elections.
“Mittal Patel, managing trustee of the non-profit Vicharta
Samuday Samarthan Manch
(VSSM), and Otaram Dewasi, a
former minister from Rajasthan,
have been appointed members.
But the board needs a member
secretary and representatives
from the ministries of HRD,
social justice and tribal affairs,”
said the second official quoted
above.

THE BUZZ IN THE NCP IS
THAT SHARAD PAWAR IS
HANDHOLDING ROHIT
MUCH IN THE WAY HE
MENTORED NEPHEW
AJIT MORE THAN TWO
DECADES AGO

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: One scion of Maharash-

tra’s influential Pawar family
tried his luck in the just-gone-by
Lok Sabha elections. Another
scion is limbering up to try his
in the upcoming Maharashtra
Assembly polls in October.
Other than their powerful
surname and political legacy,
the two Pawar scions have little
in common. One is the 29-yearold son of Nationalist Congress
Party chief Sharad Pawar’s
nephew Ajit Pawar; the other is
the 33-year-old grandson of
Sharad Pawar’s elder brother
Dinkarrao Pawar.
London-educated Parth
Pawar recently burnt his fingers at the hustings, having contested from Maval constituency
in western Maharashtra. He is
more comfortable in English
than his mother tongue, and
was widely trolled for electioneering in his halting Marathi.
He also has the dubious distinction of being the only Pawar –
among granduncle Sharad,
father Ajit and aunt Supriya
Sule – to have lost an election in
Maharashtra.
Mumbai-educated Rohit
Pawar began his electoral
innings with the local self-government polls in 2017.
A member of the Pune zilla
parishad, Rohit is a good orator,
fluent in Marathi and comfortable dealing with party cadre.

n

Rohit Pawar (left) and Parth Pawar.

He is now said to be prepping
to jump into the Assembly poll
fray from either Hadapsar or
Jamkhed, both saffron strongholds.
A graduate from Mumbai
university, Rohit joined his family’s sugar and poultry business, Baramati Agro, after he
turned 21. But since his induction into politics, he has been
seen accompanying Sharad
Pawar on his political tours
across Maharashtra’s rural
heartland.
The buzz in the NCP is that
Sharad Pawar is handholding
Rohit much in the way he mentored nephew Ajit more than
two decades ago.
In some ways then, Parth’s
defeat in the Lok Sabha polls
and Rohit’s scheduled debut in
the Assembly polls point to the
changing dynamics within the
Pawar family.
“Parth’s defeat has put Ajit
Pawar on the backfoot, also

SHORT TERM TENDER
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
E-tenders are invited from firms / agencies fulfilling terms &
conditions for providing "Liquid Nitrogen Gas of 99.99% Purity" to the
Himachal Pradesh Livestock and Poultry Development Board,
Pashudhan Bhawan, Shimla. Firms/ agencies willing to participate in
the tender may download the tender documents from departmental
website https://hptenders.gov.in. The Tender will close on 28-06-2019
at 2.00 P.M and same will be opened on 29-06-2019 at 2.00 PM at
Directorate of Animal Husbandry Himachal Pradesh Boileauganj
Shimla-5. All subsequent corrigendum, modifications and clarifications
in respect of this tender will be published only on aforesaid website.
The bidders are advised to visit the aforesaid website without assigning
any reason.
Director-cum-Member Secretary,
Livestock & Poultry Development Board,
Pashudhan Bhawan, Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-171005
0517

HT FILE

because [Sharad] Pawar saheb
was not keen on it [contesting
elections]. It was Ajit’s miscalculation that backfired... In this
light, Sharad Pawar’s mentoring of Rohit means he is openly
backing him to take a bigger role
in the party. The lines seem to be
drawn,” said a senior NCP
leader, who did not wish to be
named.
Although this leader said
Parth was not actively associated with the party organisation, Parth did not agree.
“I am actively involved in
party activities. My association
with Maval was never limited to
the election. Over five lakh people voted for me and it’s my
responsibility to stay committed to them. At the end of the
day, I am an NCP karyakarta
and whatever the party decides
for me, I will oblige,” Parth
said.
Rohit said the final decision
on whether he would contest

would be taken by the party
chief.
“If saheb (Sharad Pawar)
asks me to contests polls, I am
ready. If I am asked to hold back
and work for the party organisation, I will do that. I admit our
performance in the Lok Sabha
polls has been disappointing but
we will script a different story in
the Assembly polls,” Rohit
said.
According to Nitin Barmal, a
Pune-based political analyst
and associate professor at Dr
Ambedkar Art & Commerce
College, “There were major disagreements about Parth’s candidature in the Pawar family
and his defeat does cast a
shadow on what happens next.
The NCP chief is indeed backing
Rohit to take a bigger role in the
party.
Rohit will align with Sharad
Pawar’s daughter Supriya Sule.
Some years back, it was
expected that power would pass
from Sharad Pawar to his political heir Ajit. Now it seems
unlikely.”

Fadnavis to expand
Maha cabinet today
MUMBAI: Three months ahead of

the state assembly polls, chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis said
that he will expand his cabinet on
Sunday. “The cabinet expansion
will be held tomorrow. I have held
one discussion about it and one
final discussion will be done
today,’’ said Fadnavis on Saturday, speaking to reporters in
Delhi, before his Niti Ayog meet-

ing.The new ministers will be
sworn in at a ceremony at Raj
Bhavan at 11 am on Sunday.
The long pending cabinet
reshuffle and expansion is being
carried out to accommodate senior politicians from the Opposition, who joined the BJP-Shiv
Sena recently and give a chance
to aspirants within the parties
ahead of the assembly polls.HTC

Woman poisons
children, commits
suicide in U’khand
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: A 45-year-old woman

allegedly gave poison to her
14-year-old son and 17-year-old
daughter on Thursday night at
Takula village in Almora before
committing suicide by hanging,
police said on Saturday. The
woman and her son died while
her daughter was saved, they
said.
Locals claimed that afraid of
facing her husband Chandan
Singh’s wrath after coming to
know that their daughter Asha
has failed in Class 12 examination, Ganga Devi took the
extreme step. However, police
said they did not find any such
angle during the initial investigation.
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Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University
Inspiring Students Empowering Society
(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament in 2007)
Amarkantak, Distt. Anuppur, M.P.-484887
Ref.No. IGNTU/Rec.Cell/NT-01/2019

Date-29.05.2019

ADVERTISEMENT OF NON-TEACHING POSITIONS
Online applications are invited from eligible candidates
in the prescribed application through Link http://igntu.ac.in/
recruitment.htm for following posts :
1. Main Campus at Amarkantak :- Librarian (01-UR), Assistant
Librarian (01-OBC), Internal Audit Ofﬁcer (01-UR), Private
Secretary (01-UR, 01-OBC), Assistant (01-UR), (01-EWS),
Laboratory Assistant (01-ST), (01-EWS), Laboratory
Attendant (01-UR, 01-ST), (01-EWS).
2. Krishi Vighyan Kendra, IGNTU :- Farm Manager (01-UR),
Programme Assistant (Computer) (01-UR), Programme
Assistant/ Lab. Technician (01-UR), Assistant (01-UR)
Last date for submission of Online application is 30.06.2019.
For complete advertisement of above posts, please visit the
University Website.

- Registrar

Eligibility
Age Limit

th

: 10 Pass
: Between 17 ½ years to 25 years as on 28.07.2019
(Relaxable up to 5 years for SC/ST candidates)
Physical Standards : Medically fit. Eyesight should be 6/6 and no colour blindness
Course Duration : Six Months
: ` 13,000/- (excluding Boarding and Lodging)
Course Fees

Last date for Submission of bio-data/application is 18.07.2019. A qualifying test
will be held on 28.07.2019. For short listed candidates Interview will be held on
the same day. A sample application form may be downloaded from
www.niniedu.in or collected from NINI Office, Eligible candidates should send
their bio-data / application form with 10th passed certificate, Mark sheet, 2
photographs and self addressed envelope to "The Principal, National Inland
Navigation Institute, Gaighat, Patna - 800007" or e-mail the same to
iwai.nini.ari@gmail.com,info@niniedu.in. For more details of the course &
institute visit at NINI Office.

htclassifieds
TO BOOK YOUR AD
SIMPLY CALL

>>0172-5050683

FORENQUIRYCONTACT>>

PROPERTY
ZIRAKPUR
SPANGLE CONDOS Housing

CHANDIGARH

PLOT FOR SALE

FLATS FOR SALE

7 MARLA corner house, single lane,

AEROCITY MOHALI Plot 1 kanal

CHANDIGARH SOCIETY flat in

ground & 2nd floor. Sector 35
Chandigarh. 9815912783

CHANDIGARH SECTOR-28, 12
Marla, Freehold, Corner, Facing
Park, Backside Park, Ample Parking,
Unique location. Ground/ basement,
first, second floor. Pre-launch
prices, easy payments. Owner:
9216003333.

ELEGANT WELL- maintained,
Tastefully Built Triple Storey 10
marla House in Sector -16-A,
Chandigarh. Single Lane With Ample
Parking Space. Dealers Please
Excuse. Genuine Buyers. Contact
8872544800.

9027, Block-J, facing park, excellent
location. Sandeep 9815482466.

SHOWROOM PLOT 13.9'x 130' in
Zirakpur Maps Approved by Punjab
Government Adjoining Hotel Dream
(Patiala Road) owner 9988099090.

PANCHKULA 10 Marla Plot BRoad/ 23, 1 kanal Plot/ 28, 10 Marla/
21. Friends Property 9815482466.

500 SQ.YDS plot in front block in
BEST LOCATION 3 Storey Showroom for Sale in Motor Market, Sector-48, Chandigarh with 45 years
old Running Spare Parts Business.
Owner going abroad. Contact: 9988383050.

Pushpuk, IAS, Shivalik, Good will
registry case Contact- 8427271313.

Ansal Sector-114, Mohali for sale.
9781600816

2BHK, 3RD Floor flat in Jalwayu
Vihar Sec-67, Mohali. 9781600816

MIG 2 BHK Flat First Floor Sector 63
Chandigarh Lift facility. 9417134065.

2 BHK & 3 BHK floor in Mohali. CALL
9781600816

LAND FOR SALE
2000 SQ yards Prime commercial

FLATS FOR SALE

land on Chandigarh Ambala highway
near Derabassi. Call: 9216003333,
9501509991.

LUXURY APARTMENT 3+1+1

MOHALI
SHOWROOM FOR sale Located at
Industrial-Area, Phase-7, Mohali,
Best-Location, Going-Cheaper,
Immediate-sale. Contact6284360926

Society Zirakpur 3 BHK, 1720 sq. feet
flat. Power backup, piped gas, club
house, swimming pool, play area
9850344273.

ZIRKAPUR NEAR Industrial Plot
55×172(1051) gaj for sale IN
REDZONE At Bhagwanpura,
Derabassi 98152-26798

GILLCO IND. Park Opp. IT Industry
Mohali Best Investment Plot size
500 sqyds 9779411000.

beautiful view 80ft road North East
facing with lift, covered car parking
in heart of Mohali city. Price starting
70 Lac. Call 9815767928.

3+1 BHK 1850 sq. ft. facing park
available for sale in Suncity
Parikrama Sector 20, Panchkula.
Contact - 9876166800, 8195000365

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/
CONTRACTOR
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Including Renovation & Turnkey
Jobs with Most Competitive Rates
for Residential, Commercial &
Industrial Buildings with Material
Including Architectural Designing,
Drawings and Approvals in Tricity.
Contact: Alfatotalz. Contact:
7778000000.

OFFICE/SHOPS/
GODOWN
feet / Basement plus 3 on B-Road
Available For Rent /Lease with Lift &
Gaurd Facility. Brand new
construction. Full/ Floorwise. Plot
#753 Sector-82, JLPL Mohali.
Contact Owner 98766-05926.

OTHERS

INDUSTRIAL PLOTS 1200 Yards
Single Line, B-Road, Phase 8B. 2500
Yards B-Road, Phase - 8A, 500 Yards
Shed Double Storey Sector 82
Mohali, Confirms Deals 9501183500

CHANDIGARH 1 kanal liveable
Sector 35 also 10 marla ground with
basement @2.25 cr. Negotiable.
9815186915

24X75 . Basement Ground, First and
Second Floor. For Rent /Lease Full /
Floorwise, SCO-41/ Sector 79, Airport Road. Mohali. Banks and MNC
preferred. Owner 98766-05926.

TO-LET

MIG 2 BHK flat ground & 3rd. floor
free hold, registry case sector 49
Chandigarh 7973754232

for sale at Industrial area Phase 8B,
Mohali Genuine return 8.5%
(Approx.) of total investment
9779411000

first allotte. Contact Arora Realtors:
9763800000.

LIG FIRST & third floor sector 49
chandigarh free hold registry case
7973754232

CHANDIGARH

Broad Plot Phase-8B, Mohali
Suitable for IT/ Hotel/ Hospital etc.
9779411000

PANCHKULA
PANCHKULA KOTHI 10 marla
single, 14 marla duplex, 1 kanal
newly builtup. Maximum variety.
Friends property 9815482466.

EWS FLAT ground & top floor sec
49 chandigarh free hold, registry's
case 7973754232

FF 8-MARLA house tolet for small
family. DD, 2-bedrooms, kitchen,2bathrooms spacious lobbies.
2382/44c Chandigarh 9855063575.

dining 2 BHK set, 1st floor 8 marla
house, sector-40A, chandigarh.
Good location, Bank & co. employees preference. Contact:
9988315358, 9988315365

AVAILABLE MIG 2 BHK flat first
floor sector 63 nice location
Chandigarh 7973754232

MIG FLAT Ground Floor for Sale in
Sector 45-A, Chandigarh. Contact
No. 98559-93964.

chenette Bath for students/working
lady 2nd flr 1816, 34D 2667229

MOHALI
INDEPENDENT SEMI-FURNISHED 2nd floor, two bedrooms,
two bathrooms, store, kitchen, open
terrace, 1501/3B2, working couple/
girls preferred. 8335080189,
9915009624

3105/21D CHD GF, Annexe Two
Room Set Fan Geyser Fitted Couple
Preferred 9417496938.

FULLY FURNISHED two room
set, second floor, Rent 16000/-, Security 16000/-, Court Agreement. #
3310/27-D, Chandigarh. 9815356091

FURNISHED 2BHK flat available
for employees-students, #3078,
Ajanta cooperative society, sector51, Chandigarh. 9646467304

Kitchen, Bathroom, aircondition,
Gyers, Furniture First-floor,Kanal
House, Rent-16,500/-, Security,
Kothi-58,Phase-2.8968543413,
9815291995

10 MARLA marbled kothi 5 BHK
available for rent at Kambali near
phase 11 mohali suitable for school
and godown 9814516689,
8936000000

KOTHI 2737, sector 67, I & II floor,
3 Bedroom Drawing Dining, Store,
Bathroom, Kitchen each floor.
Bank/Company/Govt. Employee
preferred Contact: 9914702737

AC ROOM , Ground Floor attached
washroom Sector 37 for working
girls/ students. Separate entry.
98143-57262.

10 MARLA second floor, sector 44,
three bedrooms, two bath, fully
marbled, spacious kitchen. Company
or Bank employee only. 9815374503.

SPACE AVAILABLE for rent SCO
266 1st floor Sector 32-D Near
Nirman Theater and Basement of
324 Sector 38-D. Prime Location and
Ample parking space. 9814245394,
9814809315.

FULLY FURNISHED two room set
with drawing room, First Floor, Rent
30,000/-, Security 30,000/-, #
3310/27-D, Chandigarh. 9815356091.

FULLY FURNISHED AC
Accommodation For Boys/ Executives, Independent/Sharing Sector
37A, Chandigarh 9463962550,
9463743086

PARVEEN-8872502111

PANCHKULA
INDEPENDENT TWO room Set
Covered Verandah, Second floor,
Sector-12A, Panchkula. 9915050953, 0172-2563051.

2 BHK F.F newly constructed 10
FURNISHED 2-BEDROOM D/D,

FULLY FURNISHED one room
with attached modular kitchen, bath
at-71 contact- 9417151876/
8288096385

marla # 2859 sector-21 panchkula.
Adequate parking facility. 9888538599.

rooms set, second floor, semi furnished top floor sector 8-C, Chandigarh. 9814004020, 9814461244

Semi furnished 2 Bedroom, Kitchen
also 1 Room Studio, Sector-15.
9592956703.

FURNISHED AC Room Bath
Kitchen Varanda kanal House 33-D,
GF Allen, Helix, Akash, Student
9996119202

FIRST FLOOR one Room Bath Balcony AC LCD Fridge Microwave
Executives only. 2001/44c
9814008448.

facing second floor for family only
1816 34D 2667229

TWO BEDROOMS, kitchen,
bathroom, FF, house # 137, phase-6,
Mohali. Small family, girls preferred.
Contact: 98885-40005

1 BHK First Floor 8 Marla 3564
Sector 71 Near Market. 94789-15235,
94649-52201

FOR RENT 2nd and third floor SCF35, Phase-2, Mohali. Contact:
9872903100.

rent in Suncity Parikrama, sector 20,
Panchkula. Contact :- Kush Mahajan:
9878979454, 7814929454.

PANCHKULA

MOHALI
FULLY FURNISHED 10 marla
ground floor 2 BHK with sofa's, Ac's
servant quarter, huge parking, lawn,
3B-2, 98149-04113.

10 MARLA first floor, corner, facing
park 3 bedrooms, fully furnished AC
house. 3324, sector 71, Mohali. MNC
preferred. 8283848484.

TWO BEDROOMS, Kitchen,
Bathroom, FF, house no. 137, phase6, Mohali: Small family. Girls preferred. Contact 98885-40005.

bedroom, D/D, Two Bathroom,
Kitchen, Dressing. 775 Sector-9,
98728-43655.

10 MARLA Second Floor Furnished
Two Bedrooms, Kitchen, Bathroom,
Terrace. Small Family # 220/8,
94173-06646.

EXCELLENT FIRST Floor, Three
Bedrooms, Drawing Dinning, Front
Rear Terraces, Bright, B-Road,
Corner, 835 Sector-10, Panchkula.
094161-91161, 09999-097685

FULLY FURNISHED ground floor
2 room set AC, fridge, Gas etc. 113,
Sector-10. 98149- 04113.

CABINS AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE FURNISHED/
Enclosed Office Cabins/
Workstations at Corporate Business
Center, SCO 80-81, 3rd Floor, Sector
17-C, Chandigarh. Contact:
7341132602 0172-5036644

CABINS AVAILABLE for rent at
Ansal Sampark Building SCO 91-93
Sector 5, Panchkula Ground floor in
Front of Vatika Garden Contact:
9876126463.

good location in Suncity Parikrama,
Sector 20, Panchkula. Contact:8195000365.

10 MARLA Top Floor Sector-16,
Panchkula Fully Furnished For IT.
6284575342, 9417301438

3 BHK f/floor small family IT sector
bank only sector 9 Panchkula
89682-63744

FULLY FURNISHED room set
available sector-8, Panchkula. High
Status only contact- 98722-39931

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE
400 TO 8000 square feet space
available on ground, first and
second floor Rs. 15/- unfurnished
and Rs. 20/- furnished facing park
and East F-297, phase 8-B, Near
Airport road, Mohali. 9216508924,
9815008924.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
space available , First Floor 3200
basement, 3000 sq.ft , Sector 82 ,
JLPL , B-Road , Mohali. Sahni 9878052550

AVAILABLE FURNISHED unfur-

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

WE (1) Hem Chand S/o Faqir Chand & IT IS to inform that six(6)no.of "C"
(2) Mithlesh W/o Hem Chand R/o
H.No. 1682 Ph. II Ram Darbar U.T
Chandigarh declare that our
daughter named Banita has left the
house without our consent and is
out of our control. So we debarres
our daughter named Banita from
our all moveable and immoveable
property. If anybody will deal with
her will do so at their own risk.

I BHARAT Bhushan s/o Late Shri

BUSINESS
M/S ORGANO Biotech Laboratories

3+1, BHK 1850 sq. ft. 7th floor very

2 ROOM set, top floor, working
couple preferred. Rent 11000/-. 858,
phase 7. Contact: 7508603407.

AMARPREET-9888935409

3+1, BHK 1850 sq. ft. available for

ONE KANAL Independent three

TEN MARLA first-floor two

INDEPENDENT DRAWING /

2 KANAL (100x90) corner side

PARK FACING furnished room Kit-

FURNISHED 2 BHK piped gas park

CHANDIGARH
2 BHK flat, first floor MIG Sector 63,

FREEHOLD RENTED Property

Floor. # 1111 Sector 37-B. MNC
preferred. 93563-80055

INDEPENDENT GROUND floor
SHOWROOM AVAILABLE

3+1 BHK 1850 sq. ft. Flat available
in Suncity Parikrama Sector 20,
Panchkula. Contact - Kush Mahajan:
9878979454, 7814929454

CHANDIGARH
FULLY FURNISHED 3 BHK, 2nd

ONE KANAL Industrial 13000 sq

500 SQYDS Industrial plot triple
storey Covered area 9000 sqft.
facing east and park 8-B, Near
Airport Road, Mohali five stories and
IT approved 9815008924.

ON SUNDAY

Pvt. Ltd. requires Super Stockist for
entire range of Hygienic Products on
Pan India basis. Contact:
9968049207, 011-28113908

EMPLOYMENT
URGENTLY REQUIRED for
Mohali, Accountant having
knowledge of Net Banking, (8-10
years experience) Data Entry
Operator, Marketing Executive, Field
Officer Security Supervisor/
Gunman/ Security Guards,
Attractive Salary + EPF+ ESI +
BONUS. Contact with CV, Tiranga GP
OF COMPANIES, Plot No. 423, JLPL,
Industrial Area, Sector-82, Mohali.
Mobile : 9216702480. Email:
tirangagroupchd@gmail.com

REQUIRED SALES Representatives
For Pharmaceutical Company On
Good Salary/Commission Contact
ANKUR ARORA Mob: 9729291111
Egzeon Pharmaceuticals Pvt Ltd

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, PRIYANKA Garg W/o Sanjiv
Kumar R/o House No.278, Advocates
Enclave, Sector-49-A, Chandigarh,
have changed my name Priyanka to
Priyanka Garg.

Madan Mohan R/O # 2183/1 Sector
45-C Chandigarh hereby affirm and
declare that Bharat Bhushan, Bharat
Bhushan Bhatia declare that Bharat
Bhushan , Bharat Bhushan Bhatia
and Bharat Bhatia are one and the
same person. All three names
belong to me. My correct name is
Bharat Bhushan.

forms bearing no 05V775475,
05V775476 and 05V034185 to
05V034188 has been lost during
transit . Any one found sent to
M/S_NU Look Gandhi Nagar near
Aquaf Market Jammu. Prop. Sanjeev
Gandotra. Contact no-9419193031

I, SANJIV Kumar S/o Late Shri Prem
Chand R/o House No.278, Advocates
Enclave, Sector-49-A, Chandigarh,
have changed my name Sanjiv Garg
to Sanjiv Kumar.

COURT NOTICES

I, NO. 2482084H Rank Hav Arjan
Dass S/o Kashmir Chand Vill
Nangran Tehsil Nangal, Distt
(Ropar) declare that in my army record D.O.B and name of my son and
daugher wrongly mention as (10-11999-Rajeev Kumar ), (23-10-96
Sanjogta Devi), but both's actual
D.O.B and name is (18-1-1999Rajiv Kumar), (01-11-96-Sanjogita
Devi).

I RESHMA Ramkar Spouse of Naik
Ramkar Nilesh Vilas # VPO Klamb
Teh. Ambegaon, Distt. Pune- 410515,
Maharastra, have changed my name
from Reshma Ramkar to Reshma
Nilesh Ramkar vide affidavit dated
14.06.2019 before Executive
Magistrate Patiala.

I, JHILAM D/o Ashis Kumar Das R/o
House No. 2985-A, Sector 47-C,
Chandigarh have Changed my name
from Jhilam to Jhilam Das vide
affidavit no. IN-CH18057987131554R
dated 03.06.2019 before
Chandigarh Court.

BUSINESS OFFER

nished office floor (First & Second),
Basement for Rent in Sector 32, Adjacent to Nirman Cinema. Contact:
0172-2664151

TOLET 1000 Sq.ft , Ground Floor,
New Timber Market, Sector 26,
Chandigarh. Contact Owner: 8360061314

SHOWROOM APPROXIMATE
1500sqft Per Floor, First/Second
Floor, AT 285-286, Sector-32,
Contact 98140-38856,98156-55132

SCO 1ST Floor 1000 SQ. FT. Sector
47-D, Chandigarh. Mobile 7888929434.
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htmatrimonials CLASSIFIEDS
TO BOOK YOUR AD
SIMPLY CALL

>> 0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>> ■ CHD -PARVEEN - 8872502111 ■ LUDH - DEEPAK - 9876448829

GROOMS

KHATRI
PQM4 PB.KHATRI, Slim, Mglk,

CFA, B.com(H) & M.Com(DU), Wrk
MNC in Gurgaon, 5', 13/9/85, 7:45AM,
Delhi, JS ID: RAR2755, 9650016939

PQM FOR B'ful, Khatri girl, Defence

background 10.10.1986/ 06:21 AM/
Delhi /5'3", B.Sc., MBA, Working MNC
at Bangalore. Contact: 9815424696
Email: ambikamaggu@gmail.com

PQM 4 Mglk. Pb. Sarswat Br. B'ful,

slim 5'6" / 27-09-86 / 9:40am Delhi /
MBA Wkg. MNC GGN 6.50LPA, Parents
Retd. Govt. officers. Cont: 9711925548
Email: sharmaveena558@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Delhi
based beautiful Khatri Girl, Teacher
with a reputed school, 88 born 5'4",
contact:9210652101.

PUNJABI

ADVICE

SM4 SLIM B'ful Pb SR Brahmin girl

Readers are advised to make appropriate thorough enquiries
before acting upon any advertisement. This newspaper does
not vouch or subscribe to the claims and representations made
by advertisers regarding particulars of status, age
income of the bride/bridgegroom

M.Tech, B.Ed 5.4'/29.04.89/3.45
PM/Delhi wkg as I.T.Teacher in NCR.
Send BHP to vimal7356@yahoo.co.in
# 9810018340, 9958118866

M4 B.TECH Girl 04.12.1992 14:37
PM POB Ambala 5'-2" Mgr MNC
Gurugram 14.7LPA, 94162-36907
manjuraheja2oct@gmail.com. Pref.
IT Sector, Upper Caste

JAT SIKH
PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED Match for Beautiful, Smart

SEEKS QUALIFIED well-educated
match for S.Delhi based B'ful Khatri
girl. B.A. LLB, LLM-Berkeley Univ.
(USA),13-11-91/ 5'11''. Cont / Email :
9818817633/ kapurrpk@gmail.com

US Citizen Girl Dec. 87/ 5'-5",
Engineering Graduate, Working in
bay Area, C.A. Please Respond with
Biodata, Pics at matri17alliance@
gmail.com considering only those
currently residing in US.

BRAHMIN
M4 SMART, handsome,5'4",Fair
Complexion, MBBS, MD,
(Anatomy), FAM, DNH, Bhardwaj
Gotra,Adi Nadi, 27.11.1986 born time
4.26.a.m.at Lucknow,Kumaoni,
Brahmin, girl working as Assistant
Professor in a Medical College,
Contact 9837009962 , 7417767424,
(Only Brahmin boys)

SM4 GAUR Brahmin Girl 5'4"
Nov-1989, Colour Fair, LL.M, NLU
Dwarka, Practicing Lawyer, Delhi
based, GO/DJS/ Lawyer/ Lecturers.
Contact: 9212025714.

MATCH FOR Brahmin girl very

beautiful very Fair smart 5'7" hight
Highly educated belongs to avery well
settled business family from Delhi for
60 years 9810014045, 9654649620

S.M 4 K.K. Girl/Dy Manager (Law) SBI,
8/85 born, 5'3", Adhi, Father Ex. CBI
Officer. All Delhi bsd Pandit are
invited for marriage. Send full detail
on WHP- 8383869816, 9868233093

QUALIFIED MATCH 4 Jan.82,
5'2" Corp. Lawyer Respected Family,
Phone: 9871335082, 9810849550,
Email: kartikkatyaggi@gmail.com

SANADYA BRAHMIN girl 28/ 5'9"
Wheatish colour, MBBS, MD
Pathology. Mob- 8006160000,
9811180900, E-mail :
mlarksharma@gmail.com

PQM4 FAIR, b'ful, slim Manglik
Brahmin girl (13/9/91/8.35 am/
Lucknow), 5'3'' Company Secretary,
CA (Inter) working with father
having own CA firm. Preference
Delhi NCR. # 9625997974, Email:
matrilko0991@gmail.com

78 BORN 5'1" Punjabi Brahmin Girl,

B.Ed. Graduate, Fair Complexion, Non
Working. Preferred Brahmin Family.
Contact : 9212337397

SM FOR fair slim good looking
13.06.1990/ 12:25 PM (day), Delhi,
5'5", homely Graduate girl. All
Bachelors welcome # 9818707350
Email: bharat.ram1951@yahoo.in

SM4 PB Manglik Saraswat Brahmin
Veg. fair and good looking girl
Mar 88/ 5'6" B.A working in a
Reputed Co. Seek suitable Delhi/NCR
boy. Contact: 9212034000.

1989 Born/5'1" Ramgarhia Sikh
Working Girl MBA. Contact:
9891205151, 9891295151 WhatsApp
8826261515
WELL SETTLED PQM4 B'ful, Never
Married Sikh Kamboj Girl, Oct-1977/
5'7", BE, MBA,Wrkg as SDO.(Pensionable/ Transferable) 15LPA. Upper
caste Welcome. (Wapp) 9417001155
GURSIKH M4 Ramgariya Delhi
Based Girl 31yrs, 5'1", Govt. School
Teacher (Delhi/NCR Service Class
Prfd. Marriage Bureau Excuse).
8447340512

AGARWAL

PQM FOR NCR Garg Smart B'ful

32/5'6 Never Married. MBA Working
MNC 18 LPA send Profile 7037629158
Email: 1958brejesh@gmail.com

SM 4 Jain Goyal girl (4-10-92 / 11:30am

Delhi) MBA, job us MNC Noida, 10Lpa
fair comp, Mother principal, father
businessman, Res. Preet Vihar,(Delhi/
NCR boy prfd) Decent marriage caste
no bar , roopam424@gmail.com

BISA AGARWAL
ALLIANCE INVITED from Bisa

BANIYA 27/5'2.5" smart, b'ful,
Masters from USA, working in a
known organisation. Well reputed
b'ness fmly. Seeking educated
b'ness fmly boy. Caste no bar.
gargmilan2019@gmail.com

MD/ MS, Class-1 Govt. Officer for

extremely B'ful, Agarwal girl 91 born/
5'2.5", Fair, doing MD pathology from
reputed Govt.Institute,Highly educatd
fmly. Call: 7082404660/ 9315594660

PQM4 DELHI very fair GOEL girl,
23/156cm 80kg BSc(h)CS, LLb(3rdyr)
business family, seeks educated
family call 9312722556
ugwed11@gmail.com

WANTED DELHI NCR based
Vegetarian teetotaller 5/11 or above
match for well educated, working
extremely beautiful 28 year old girl.
Caste no bar. Cont-9868012278.

DLI/NCR M4 Pbi Khatri never
married girl March 78/165 (looks 30)
NET Qualified Asstt Visiting Prof.
DU Upper mid class. BHP Must
mail : sachin_anand8@hotmail.com

ALLIANCE INVITED for Punjabi
girl from a well settled family 39/
153cms, handling her father business contact: matrimonialresponses@outlook.com

Aggarwal handsome professional CA
/MBA/Advocate/Engineer/Educated
business boy resident in Delhi / NCR
for very beautiful MBA qualified Garg
Girl age 43 & H 160 CM. Send BHP:
hariom9614@gmail.com 9810111503

PQM FOR Tayal, Oct' 86, 160, NM,

MBA, Wkg TCS, sober, good looking,
smart, west UP family settled in
Vadodara.
richagupta.101986@gmail.com

DEL/NCR BASED PQM for NM,

Tayal, Dec 88, 155 Wkg Noida reputed
company. smart, sober, good looking,
South Delhi based professional family
vanraj1958@gmail.com

PQM 4 b'ful Bansal girl, May'93/ 5'4"
Asst. Prof. (Eco.) Delhi University.
& pursuing Ph.D from D.S.E (D.U.).
Father Engineer, Mother Professor.
9971426400/ E: rgsg98@gmail.com

SM4 PBI. Hindu Saini Fair Beautiful

5'3" B.Com Hons D.U. Doing B.Ed
2.7.80 1:42pm Ludhiana Never
Married Veg Teetotaller Wkg Delhi
Caste No Bar Seek Non-Smoker only
geets_saini@yahoo.com

B'FUL Pnjabi.Br Mnglk Slim Wheatish

Girl 5'6" /7-4-98 / 18:44 Delhi.
Convnt-gold medalist ,DU-grad. caste
no bar.# 8368933364 , 9654431966
gurujisadasahay4ds@gmail.com

SM 4 NM, Homely Arora Girl 42yrs,

Never Married,Fthr retd Sr. ofcr,
Decent mrg. Seeks boy frm srvc/
b'ness fmly. 9871073839, 9868841800(W),abhisheksaluja98@yahoo.com

25.03.1980,5'3, M.Com, MBA, LLB
Wkng as Dir. Comm. In a Reptd Com.
E-shri_ganesh@yahoo.com,
09910502618 NCR,South delhi prfd.

SLIM BEAUTIFUL manglik/non
manglik non working girl (MA maths
hons)nov 88/5'5 frm status business
family.seek educated boy frm business family.7678516308,01127322497

PUNJABI BEAUTIFUL Fair Girl 5'6" SM4 V Fair 25/5'8" BBA Own Kids
28-7-86 Anshik Manglik M.A. B.Ed
Teacher in Delhi. Contact 9971578512
Email:- sadhanadewan@gmail.com

HIGHLY BUSINESSMAN Khatri

fmly seeks alliance for their Fair Girl
2.8.89 / 5'3" BA, Diploma in NPTT.
Looking for highly Businessman fmly.
SPooja : 9899138356, 9212516926.
email : spooja1909@gmail.com

wear Store in Gurgaon had Epilepsy
attack 14 Years Back currently on
Mild Medication Father CA Boy Gurgaon Resident Preferred 9873997894

PQM 4 Punjabi fair,smart, NonManglik CA Girl, 5"4" / 17.8.89/
11.50am Delhi. Working in MNC
Gurgaon, 11Lpa, Educated & well
settled family. Cont: 9868835145

VAISH
VAISH KASHYAP, 26/5'9", Smart,
Fair, MBA(Banglore), Wkrg Delhi,
Well Reputed Business Family Seeks
Tall Well Settled Boy 9431015952,
rjkumar4471@gmail.com

HINDU
SUITABLE SARSWAT Brahmin

match for beautiful convent educated
honours graduate girl sep 1970
height 163 cm unmarried delhi based.
respectable family. No widowers or
divorcee or engaged .Mail vijaysharma@outlook.com

PRETTY HINDU girl 28 5'2", Eco (H)
MATCH4 ARORA girl slim, 5'-3'',
14.01.1979, 12:05PM, Bijnor (U.P),
M.C.A, Working, Mob-9811555737,
Email- matchmatch601@gmail.com

SM 4 Beautiful Slim 1983 Born 5'5"

Govt. Employee Delhi Based Girl From
Sikh Family Seeks Boy Del/NCR Based
Em:j.hundal59@gmail.com
Contact:9811631752

SM4 SOUTH Delhi Punjabi Brahmin,
fair, beautiful girl. 30year /5'3" NIFT
graduate. Self employed. Mail :
msharma87@yahoo.co.in

SM4 ANSH Mglk Veg Pb Khatri Girl 5"
June 81. M.Sc. Govt. Job, 7 LPA. Delhi
based family. Email:
ncrmatches@gmail.com

SM 4 PB khatri, slim, bful, girl
5'2"/25.11.1982/4.03 a.m./ Delhi.
Looks younger. MBA (HR), B.Ed,
tchr. caste no bar. 99685-99466,
rcsehgal31@gmail.com

PQM FOR PB Ansh. Mglk girl 5'3"

01.01.92 / 14:35 hrs / DEL, MBA mgr
reptd corp, Pref. Prof. Qlfd boy wkg
in NCR , BLR, # 8383049783 , email :
surijyoti@hotmail.com

PB. B'FUL, Well Edu,Slim girl Sep'79/
5'4'',doing voice-over projects. Seeks
alliance from affluent b'ness fmly or
Prof. Delhi NCR only 8383801632
Email: vkhanna0017@gmail.com

PQM4 PUNJABI khatri Girl,

Msc(Chemistry), B.ed., Working as
teacher in pvt school, d.o.b:
01/10/1989; 10:42 am; delhi /5'4"/
#Mob: 9868900018

DU, MBA reputed inst working MNC.
Cultured family. Pref Private Sec/
Civil Serv/ NRI / Punjabi/ Sikh/ Jat. C:
9810109841, jitc500@gmail.com

HINDU PARENTS SM4 US-citizen
5’3”/1974 well edu., good-looking
and never-married daughter.
Email bio/recent photo at:
flva10@hotmail.com

JAIN

10.50AM/ 5’3”/ Veg/ MBA/
Wkg.-GGN/ 17LPA/ DELHI-NCR
Based # 9811068263 (w.app)
Email: findmatch9@gmail.com

SM 4 PB Arora NM girl 28.5.83/12:53
pm/Dli/5'1" MA B.Ed Teacher Pvt School,W.Dli 7.5Lpa Delhi/NCR b'sd serv. Cls pref#9968316006 W.App 9868510300, rajpal28583@gmail.com

SM 4 Punjabi Khatri girl,B.Tech (IIT)+
MBA (IIM), Feb'92/5'5", Beautiful,
wrkg MNC 30 Lpa, Fthr Class-1 Ofcr,
Settled Delhi. #9971381695, 9205760208, E: avinash23.krs@gmail.com

MNC wkg. Seeks pure veg./ TT, upto
30 yrs Jain or Aggarwal Professional
match from status family. Contact:
9899804966/ gursid67@yahoo.com

SUITABLE MATCH for b'ful girl
5'3" July 1993 Julah Kabirpanthi,
M.Sc working Wildlife Trust Of India.
Preferably Himachali & same Cast.
Mobile: 9999767173, 9868881417.

DOCTOR
AGARWAL,26, 5FT1",DOCTOR
MD Dermatologist ,Lives in NCR,
Father Senior Corporate Executive,
looking for a like minded and well
educated match from Hindu
community contact 8700098588

MATCH FOR MD (Dermatology)

Punjabi Khatri b'ful, 5'3"/ 35,Issueless
Div., Owns Well-Established Clinic in
South Delhi. Cont.: 9811149584,
Email: IAFL@USA.NET

SM FOR B'ful ,Fair Kayastha Doctor

girl. 5ft/1-4-1990.MBBS, MD. Seek
Doctor groom. Contact : 8743038431,
8527477274 Send BHP at
shailesh.siwan5195@gmail.com

High Status Punjabi Business family
from Delhi Seeks Medico-Nonmedico
match Oct'87/5'3". Cont: 8126279566,
Email: mrsneelamsoni@gmail.com

MEDICO MATCH unmarried
Aggarwal girl 5'3" Nov'1970
M.D.Physician (Former USSR)
work rept. Hosp. Email: rgupta103@
rediffmail.com # 9599832439

H SOME MDS/MD/IIT/IIM M4 slim, v.
pretty Punjabi Hindu Khatri girl MDS
(Endo) June 88, 5' 3'' Doctors family.
Whatsapp 9646624870

26.11.86 born, 5'6" tall, wheatish
Rajput girl, MD doctor, presently S.R.
in clinical biochemistry in AIIMS,
Rishikesh. P.G. doctor preferred. In
upper castes-caste no bar. Contact
9415212675, 7755067971.

MBA from Amity Univ.,wrkg in MNC
Co, Seeks Boy from Delhi/NCR. Caste
no bar. # 9315805168, 7206420507
(wtsapp), karandass.96@gmail.com

MATCH FOR Rajput Girl Jan,1990,

5'7" Fair, Slim, PHD (Animal Biotech)
NET qualified working as Junior
scientist at Hisar. Cont: 9991000602,
Email: rsrawatpnb@gmail.com

36yrs, 5'2" (MBA) Working girl, Family
based at Faridabad. Mob: 9582520116
Email : dprawat25@gmail.com

GOVERNMENT SERVICE

WELL ESTABLISHED match for
SC Punjabi-M.A.(Hindi H.) Unmarried
/ Nov 75 / 5'3" Pvt. Job/20K, Caste
no bar. Send Bio-data / Photo to
Email: turarajesh@gmail.com

WHEATISH, 5'-2", May 90, MCA.
Own Business Job Consultant Since
2012, From Panchkula. 9888313441.

London seeks for our, 32, slim
built profnl Lawyer. Boy should
be profn/ b'sman settled
abroad-prefer. settled in UK.,
Email: bssood50@gmail.com

5'-5", 3rd November 87, M.A.
English, MBA (HRA), M.Sc. Fashion
Designing, French Diploma. Status
Family. Simran: 098104-58813,
092781-19932.

SM4 B.TECH MBA 5'4"/32 Fair,
divorced, i'less Brahmin girl, Seeks
Edu W'stld, i'less boy, Delhi/NCR
prfd,upper cast no bar,#9871413311,
Email: nks9680@gmail.com

SM M/NM for V.B'ful, Slim MBA 5'2"
/18.8.81/21:05/Del Pb Kh Wkg GGN
Gud Pkg U.Middle Cls fmly, I'less Div
(short mrg) Seeks Well Edu/Stld boy,
rohitdua66@gmail.com,9625433833

OTHER
girl 5ft Feb93 Biz Analyst BComH(DU)
Army bkgrnd Atheist NVeg No dowry
Pref: BTech/IT wrd1902@gmail.com

MA(corp. comm.) from UK wkg. MNC
Bg. 12 LPA well edu. busines family
Faridabad.Caste no Bar#9811143837
Email: vermank@vdcastings.com

MANGLIK

ARORA GIRL 90 born/ 5'3'',Canada

SM4 PUNJABI Manglik Girl/ April79

SM 4 B'ful Slim Aggarwal Girl 30/5'3"
Working in MNC (Sr. Post) Dubai
Seeks prof Qlfd Boy Pref Dubai
settled boy Contact: 8287555078,
email: agarwalam4@gmail.com

/ Gurgaon/ 5'3"/ MBA working MNC
bank as Chief Manager. Early
marriage. Contact : 8447884465,
Email : gurujis0479@gmail.com.

SM 4 Punjabi Manglik B'ful Girl
31/ 5'3"/ MA in English & Diploma in
Mass Communication. Wrkg in Pvt
Sector, Father & Mother Retd. From
Govt. Service. # 8287566572

PQM 4 B'Ful Punjabi Arora,B.Tech 5'2"

B.Tech MBA(F) regular Symbiosis wkg
TOP MNC,presently in USA 16/4/86 ,
05:02am,Delhi, 5'2". Con: 9000623127
Email: gmatri7@gmail.com

SUITABLE PQ match based in USA
for beautiful Punjabi girl/ 26 yrs /
5’2.5”/ BTech & Masters/ working
in MNC in USA/H1B Visa/ parents
doctors. Contact: 9414138247

Aggarwal girl 5'2" Dec'1978 work
Junior Radiographer Govt Hosp.
(Contract) Email : kplgupta6@
gmail.com #9599832439

REMARRIAGE
ARORA SMART girl div. 5"1 Dec 86

BDS MBA MNC gurgaon 15 lac short
marriage caste no bar #9718550010
Em grmehtabob@gmail.com

PQM FOR 88 born/ 5'4", Beautiful,

Punjabi Khatri girl, B.Tech M.B.A.
Divorcee,(short marriage), working in
top MNC (Ggn) 25lpa W'app :7042174401

BRIDES W A N T E D

KHATRI

MBA/PROFESSIONALS
WANTED IIT IIM match for gupta girl

EMPLOYED MATCH for
Handsome Tall Graduate Sarswat
Brahmin boy 31 working Top Bank
Chandigarh Package 8 Lakh Status
family Panchkula. Khatri Arora. Also
welcome 8968187227.

SM4 H'SOME Khatri boy, 10.05.1981/
9:36 AM/ Delhi, 5"11" MBA wkg IT
MNC Vadodara 13 LPA, Delhi based
family. Ph 9871355332/ 8826633557,
Em- hiteshchadha19@gmail.com

BRAHMIN
MATCH FOR Chandigarh based
Saraswat Brahmin Gotra Mudgal boy
working in Gurgaon with MNC as
Software Engineer DOB 31.10.1990,
Height- 5'-11", Mobile- 98145-77137,
8146014410.

SM4 PUNJABI Saraswat Brahmin
NM Veg. TT H'some Dli Born Boy
5'9", 3.18 PM/ 9.3.90, MBA wkg in
MNC/ Ggn 5 LPA pref. wkg Girl
# 011-27152228/ 9810984996.

M4 NM TT Veg BR Boy Oct’88,
GAUR BRAHMIN Manglik Boy,

5'11'' ACS in Govt PSU Job, 14 LPA
seeks Del/NCR, PQ, wkg veg TT Girl.
Upper caste no bar 8810478289,
9650695576 (whatsapp)

Bhardwaj Gotra, 38/5'10", MA,LLB,
PGDJ, Journalist-Delhi-NCR, Seek
Suitable life partner, contact:
9582738317, Email:Bhardwaj_kunal@yahoo.co.in

GR BRAHMIN Oct 89/5'10" B.Tech

WELL STLD v.fair,Pb.Sarswat Br.boy

MBA, wrkg MNC, Gurugram, Veg,
16+ LPA Antya seek prfsnl girl. Mob
8076393481, W/A 9810563659
Email: bkaushik1961@gmail.com

30/5'.11",B.Sc(HM),wkg 5*Hotel Delhi,
6 Lpa,Own House.Fthr Rtd.Sr.Cl-1ofcr.
9953139747/9873656991,kundli must
shitalsharma43ashoka@gmail.com

Brahmin Boy 5'11"/ 11.10.1986/
5:30AM/ Delhi wrkg as Director in Ltd
Co. Delhi, 24 LPA. Seeks wrkg, qlfd
Br, Kh girl. # 9871311559, 9813143439

PQM FROM status family for Gr Br
never married h'some veg TT Aug 75
5'10"/ 27 LPA, BE (NIT), MBA (IIM),
DGM Top PSU, Father Retd. Class-1
Officer. Em: umaeka27@gmail.com

SM4 BRAHMIN Boy B.Tech-IIT
UPSC, 85/5’10”, Wkg - Delhi,
Father - Class1, Contact:
9267945534 9625500852
Email-brmdelhi1@gmail.com

6'/29.11.83/7.40AM/Delhi. Capt. in
Merchant Navy. 3 Months On/Off
Cont 9811869049 / 9899786892
Email: berrypuneet@hotmail.com

PQSWM4 FAIR, H'sm, 5'11", Pb
Arora boy, Nov.88, B.Tech, MNC
NOIDA, 11 LPA, WA@ 8800958784,
9650992326,
matrin1188@gmail.com

SM4 SMART, Pb, MBA boy
16.10.1990/5:30am, Del/ 5’10" well
stld, own B'nss, pref B’ful, Edu girl
from U/M class fmly. # 8178270379,
9810048453 (Whtsapp)

WELL ESTABLISHED Punjabi

Khukrain Family seeks Suitable
Alliance for their Son 29 yrs., 5'8"
MBA working in his own Apparel
Business & start-up Looking for
Professionally Qualified Cultured &
Respectable Family. Contact:uniteheavens@gmail.com

Non Mangleek vegetarian Employee
Mehta Boy 1976/5'7", Sr. Supervisor,
Ludhiana Drawing 57000/- PM.
Employee Girl Preferred.
9779535800 WhatsApp 9815500829
mehtajatinder34@gmail.com

REQ WKG girl for Srswt PB Br. Boy,

B.Tech 5'9"/24.03.88/ 2:35PM (Delhi)
Working in TCS 9LPA+Incentive. Only
PB. Br/ PB Arora/ Khatri, Delhi/NCR.
Contact: 9818560318 (Whatsapp)

PQM4 PUNJABI Brahmin Vats Boy

29.10.1988/ 08.20PM, Najibabad, UP,
5'7", B.tech, wkg MNC Bangalore 20
LPA, 9927209991 , 9456211228

SEEKS EDU Girl for "Punjabi Sarswat

Brahmin Boy" 90 born,/ 5.7" & Fair.
BSC IT,Wrkng as Sr.Technical Engnr.
@Bengaluru, 18 LPA. Fmly belongs to
Punjab/UNA.E: shvinay77@gmail.com

SM FM UM girls only for SP H'some
35/ 5'7" Del based BE MNC 25 LPA
Dvc (Short mrg-ex wife IAS) Father
Retd GM PSU. Send BHP to
akd6300@gmail.com

SIKH

CASTE NO Bar Solicit Slim B’ful
Well Edtd 155/163 Upto 38 Years
Prefer Non Wkg Match 4 Fair
Slim Never Married, Er. 172/44/94
Lacs Of Mahajan Family.
human.first@yahoo.com

SM 4 Sikh boy Jun'90 born/5'6",B.Tech

IT,Wrkg MNC Bangalore,Package-15.5
LPA, Own House in South Delhi. Early
Marriage, Caste no bar. # 9811143801
Email: ravinderpal.bawa@gmail.com

EDU. BHATIA Sikh Family Seek
Pqmatch 4 smart Turbaned boy BE,
MBA wkg MNC Gurgaon. Sr. Mgr 10.
5.91/5'11" Parents Govt Officers.9812080741 E: ssb2541960@gmail.com

SIKH SMART boy 5'-9" 36, M.Tech,
USA citizen Sr. Engineer in Apple
Company, Gas Station, Store owned
by boy, Divorced required suitable
qualified girl. Contact: 9855680011.

Manglik Boy October/1979, B.Tech/
5'5" , AGM, Teetotaler ,18Lpa. Never
Married. Contact : 011-41751405, Em:
bhandari-nitin@hotmail.com ,

Affluent Khatri Sikh
Industrialist
Family, Seeking
Suitable alliance for
their Handsome Son,
1991 Born, 6 Feet,
B.Tech & MBA ,
Chandigarh Based.
reply9933@gmail.com

PQM 4 NCR Pb.Kh., MBA(XIMB) B.Tech,
32/5'8" (08.07.86, 18:02, Delhi) Fair
boy.Product Mktg Mgr(21+Lpa).Father
retd Class-1 Govt Off. Mother Lecturer
#9826099949,sunlak535@gmail.com

MEDICO /LECT /Tchr/Scientist/

Professional M 4 H'some Fair Hindu
Arora Doctor 34 / 5'7" MBBS,MD.Good
salary. Email: aroradr@yahoo.com
9810312250, 8826006681

WORKING MATCH for Punjabi

khatri B.Tech MBA boy 6' 23/5/88 /
2.10pm Delhi. from cultured educated
fmly. wkg in MNC 11 lac #9896399202
Email:- matri23051988@gmail.com

SM 4 Punjabi Hindu boy B.Tech (CS)
wrkg. as S/w Engr. MNC Ggn., pkg.
7.5 LPA, 5'9"/21.10.90/ 2:45 PM, well
settled family in Delhi. # 9811316180
Email: ankit000777@gmail.com

SMF H'SOME Pb. NM Boy
5'.10"/ 04/08/85 / 00.32 hrs Delhi
m.tech,wrkg sr. Analyst, MNC Ggn
14 Lpa, Own house in Delhi
wh's 9811435516 , 9873040989

Aug 84/5'8", wkg MNC noida, 40 lpa
Edu Family, own house in Noida,
Hisar #9911839909,
marina20.bansal@gmail.com

ARORA

JAIN

PQM4 PUNJABI Arora H'some Boy

SM 4 h'some Jain Boy 1988/5'7", Ans.

M.Tech,Wkg. as Soft. Engr, US based
MNC Ggn.12 Lpa, 5'8",16.01.90, family
settled in Noida Contact:9560068589
Email: ssidana6055@gmail.com

ENGR HD'SM Arora Boy 5'7"/

07.01.84/ 1AM/ Ludhiana, Wkng MNC
Chennai@20 LPA seek Edu B'ful
Arora/ Khatri/ PB Girl; WATSAP #
9257280873, JSID: ZAWR7637

PQM 4 PB arora fair H'some M boy
07/08/87/ 16:23 Dammam Saudi
Arabia 5'8" MBA working MNC
Riyadh 16LPA coming this month
#7042517157, jogi2406@gmail.com

Girl 4 MCA Garg Boy 2-7-83/ 7:45 AM
Saharanpur 5'9", 16 LPA MNC Noida
garg4d@gmail.com Prof. Agarwal
(D.U) 9810245135.

SM FOR 28/5'-11" Slim/H.some
Jain (Garg) boy. B-Tech (DCE)
MBA (MDI) wkg City Bank Pune @
20L, DL based fmly. 9717788444.
Email: sanjayritu1960@gmail.com

HSME JAIN/GOEL boy 21.5.74
/4pm/Panipat 5'7" BE (E&C) /
60Lpa. Wkg as Engg. Manager
for a large US MNC in Noida.
Email: jain1974s@gmail.com

DELHI BASED Gupta Boy 20.4.90/
6:45 AM/Delhi/5'10", B.Tech(IT), wkg
TCS Ggn 4 LPA, seeks edu. cultured
Girl. Call: 9250610946, 8368811463
Email: sushma20.gupta@gmail.com

boy 25+ / 5'10" B.Tech presently wkg
as Dy. Manager, Level II Officer in SBI
in Mah. 12LPA. Well settled reputed
family SNP Haryana. Seeks b'ful edu
girl from NCR preferably wkg in a
govt. bank. Email:aggjr50@gmail.com

Born 28-07-1983/5'6½" NM, working Package 21 LPA Preference Delhi
/NCR well settled family 9810220752
Email: ankitb83@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for
Chandigarh based Goyal Anshik
Manglik handsome B.Tech.
Vegetarian boy 06.12.1992, 5'-9",
(4.00 pm Sangrur), working
Bangalore package 30+ Lacs. (Good
rental income) seeking girl from
Tricity/ Bangalore. Send resume
WhatsApp: / Call 98032-22232.

8070700009

SAXENA 6'/33, Handsome, BE &

MBA boy working with USA Company
on H1B Visa. Looking for qualified
beautiful girl working in USA. Caste
no bar. Contact: 9871395282, Email:
ykumar55@hotmail.com

KAYASTH SMART boy 03.09.91,
5' 2.5", 10th Class own shop, caste
no bar seeks working/non working
girl Contact: 9818587984,
7838420828

SRIVASTAVA, 33/5'9"/ Fair/
wkg MNC Noida/ 12LPA issueless,
2nd Marriage, seeks P.Qlfd
Kayastha girl, Mob.: 9205308740,
7007825873

26.4.88 2.58 AM Delhi 6'2" Wkg PSU
Bank Asstt Manager 7Lpa father Retd
Class-1 Officer Seeks Qlfd Girl Contact / Wsp 9818911178, 9968650696

PQM FOR Ldh Based B.Tech,
Handsome Arora Sikh Boy, ND/ NT,
89 Born, 5'-11", Working in MNC
Gurgaon, 13 LPA. Mobile: 9625335668, 94635-68847.

PQM4 SARASWAT Brahmin
Canadian Civil Eng. earns $ 80,000/
Annum 29/ 5'11½" Non Drinker, Non
Smoker Eggetarian. # 7807000873.
Email: sharmaskdilli@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH Unmarried

MBA PROFESSIONAL
PQM 4 Smart Arora Boy 01.07.87/
14:45/Delhi/5'10",MBA MDI Ggn,wkg
MNC Delhi 20 LPA, Del based upper
middle class fmly,PR of Canada, own
properties. Call/WApp: 8146327200

DIVORCEE/WIDOWER
PQM 4 H'some Fair Pb Khatri Boy '73
Born Grad. Wkg In Govt I/L Div. Srt
Marriage Caste No Bar
Em:v.4wins@gmail.com
W.app:9811753271, 8383813656

SUITABLE MATCH for a USA Citi-

SC/ST
KANOJIA DHOBI Manglik Boy

SM 4 NM H'some, Pb.Hindu boy Feb'80

Delhi, 5'6", Graduate (DU), wkg. Pvt.
Bank, 8 LPA.Seeks Slim, wkg girl pref.
Teacher/Bank/Govt.Emp.Caste No bar
# 9810186020,E: gaurie9@gmail.com

32/ 5'8", Senior Manager in Govt.
Bank. Seeks educated smart girl,
pref. Teacher or Govt. Job. Call or
WhatsApp: 9312351188

JATAV B.Tech(IIT)+MBA(IIM),Apr89
SUITABLE QLFD Match for H'some,

Anshik Manglik, Ayurveda (BAMS) Dr.
boy 22-11-1978/ 09:40 AM/ Delhi/
160 cms, 50 to 60 K per month.
Contact: 9555911160 / 9811454197

5'10",wkg MNC 40Lpa,Fthr Govt.ofc,
Del. stld fmly.Seeks B.Tech/M.Tech/
Dr/MBA/Ph.D.#9971381695, 9315784641, E: avinash23.krs@gmail.com

SM4 CHAMAR(HR) h'some 5'11"/

PQ, MGLK/ Non Mglk match for Delhi
based Punjabi Brahmin boy 28.11.89/
10:26 PM/ Delhi/ 5'11", MCA, Working
in MNC at Bangalore, Caste no bar.
Contact: 7838691912 / 9953966534

SM4 SANSOYE Punjabi Slim Fair
Handsome Manglik, B.Tech Boy
6'2", 4.10.89, 3:58 pm Datonganj
Jharkhand. Working in MNC Pune
12 LPA. Mob. No.: 7764843404.

MATCH FOR Garg 06'-02" boy,
31.01.1990 (05:35 PM-Barnala).
B.Tech. Job Bangalore. LPA 14 lac.
Whatsapp: 9417743253.

M.Tech, Ph.D Elec. wrkgScientist fellow seeks b'ful
qualified girl. Conatct:
9839289797,9670455999

27 B.Tech (IIT Dlhi) wkg as Astt. Mgr
IT Union Bank Mumbai. Lkng for wkg
girl in Bank or Central Govt.9810120385.nk.sabharwal0202@gmail.com

JAT SIKH
SUITABLE WELL- educated/
Professional beautiful girl for
Australia Citizen well-settled Jat
Sikh boy, own business 1987/ 5'-11".
Preference Majha/ Australia.
+61433950033.

RAMGARHIA
RAMGARHIA DHIMAN Boy 25/6,
own family business. Seeks 6.5
Bands IELTS Clear girl. 9877410761.

Born 1990/ 5'11", NM Working
Gurgaon Package 20 LPA. Pref.
Delhi/NCR. Mobile - 8130911007,
Email: kamalgarg1610@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Garhwali
Brahmin boy, 13.03.89/ 6:55 PM/
Delhi/ 5'11" MBA from IMT Gzb.,
B.Tech, working MNC. Father Govt.
Empl. # 9968605455/ 9599118227.

MARWARI
some Oswal Jain boy, Divorce From
A well settled Business Fmly From
Vskptnm. All Jains Agarwals,
Marwadis Ct 7893168033.

QM4 VERY h'some 5'10 CA Boy (

10.3.86, 2.33AM Delhi) hailing from a
very reputed affluent CA family in
Delhi. Wapp BHP 9811826429,
01141538757.

AGGARWAL I’ESS Div NM H’some
boy 39/5’10” B.Tech 30 Lpa wrkg
MNC Gurgaon own house Faridabad.
Unmrrd, div wrkg, Edu. NCR Girl.
#9818478274, shrd1955@gmail.com

DOCTOR

SM 4 handsome Punjabi 30 yrs / 5'6"
Type I Diabetic boy, leading
absolutely normal life, working
MNC 7LPA Whatsapp 9871511670 /
9818867722.

SUITABLE MATCH for Slim Arora
boy, B.Tech, own business,
residence in Panchkula, 6', 15 July
1990, Ambala, 5:05 AM. Required
Beautiful Girl above 5'-4", Girl only
main consideration. Contact after
matching kundli. 7087427368,
9354573368.

SM4 N.M. Hindu Arora Boy 5'6" Born

76, M.Com, MBA 9 LPA, Delhi7838534953 goodme2799@gmail.com
pref Delhi/NCR

SOUTH DELHI based Punjabi
Khatri Widower Boy 49 CA MBA
Own Company income in crores.
seeks good life partner cast no bar
Contact: 9891135709

PQM FOR Punjabi Khatri Doctor
34/ 5'9" Present COO and Director
of a Medical College 36 LPA +
Incentive. Em: apt3029@gmail.com
(M) 8766305233.

NRI
CANADA PR, Arora Gursikh boy,
Oct. 1991 Born/ 6'-0", B.Tech, PG
Diploma (kitchener- Ontario) Employed in Private Sector seeks slim,
Gursikh, Canada Settled, Homly Girl
with Moderate values, Caste no bar,
Contact:- 9814223615, 9914802110,
E-mail: preetmohindersingh1313@
gmail.com.

HIGHLY EDU Sikh Khatri boy 28/

SEEKING EDU NRI Girl for Punjabi
Khatri H'some Fair boy (Willing to
settle abroad), 28 yrs/5'7", B.Tech
(having tourist visa), M: 9899113691,
Email: kaura_udit@yahoo.com

& Fin., CPA, Melb., Australian Ctzn
1.20$LPA Own House. Wkg Girl
willing to stl Aus. 8920318349,
sonichanana@gmail.com

PQM 4 H'som 5'7"/27 B.Tech (IT),

MDS/ STUDENT vegetarian
teetotaler match for slim fair
handsome 175 cm, 1992 born Khatri
boy of well known doctors family.
Presently III yr (Ophthal) from
reputed college of Chandigarh.
WhatsApp Biodata, Horoscope
98140-75306, 96461-21585.

14 LPA / US MNC, Defence Family,
OWN House @ NCR. Only Son.
WA 9946684551, Caste No Bar
bhatnagar1191@gmail.com

MANGLIK
SUITABLE MATCH for Ludhiana

TALL, FAIR, B'ful Dentist / Medico/

PQ girl from edu. cultured family, for
30 yrs,5'10",Aggarwal Dental surgeon
boy MDS (Endo), Delhi based, both
parents Doctors, girl & family profile
is the only criteria. Send BHP to
Whatsapp : 9811078054

PREFERABLY GYNAECOLOGIST SM4 for Handsome Hindu

ARORA

/5'6"/widower own b'nss/house lvng
with 10yrs daughtr incm 70k PM
seeks suitbl match Girl#9810612345,
8130257223, rajivttsl@gmail.com

COSMOPOLITAN

ALLIANCE INVITED for Jain,
B.Tech., fair, gud lkng, manglik, 28/
5'8'' boy managing hotels, infra &
construction business with 8 fig
income at Delhi & Uttkhnd from well
edu., gud lkng, prof qulfd girl from
respectable jain/ bania family.
Mobile no: 9412052259 Email Id:
arpitjn1010@gmail.com

GUD LKG yungr NM fair boy April 78

PQ 4 H'sm Pb 31/6ft Master's- Acc

SM4 42 Years, 5'-7" Smart Hand-

BISA AGARWAL

zen Shaven Sikh 40, Widower, 2 Kids
working in Banking Sector in USA.
Own house. Caste No Bar. Contact:
91-9591685577, +91-9312235617

5'7", US Citizen, IT Professional,
wkg in Fortune 100 Company, seeks
Professional/ Doctor Bride pref.
wkg in USA. W/A: +19493501346
Email: Jaskars28@gmail.com

GARHWALI/
KUMAUNI

Doctor Boy Doing MD Medicine 28 /
5'-11", Parents Doctors running well
Established nursing home reputed
family of the region. 9463518766.

MEDICO M4 smart handsome &
promising Agrawal Dr. Boy 5'/7.5",
30 yrs. M.S. (Ophthalmology), doing
IOL fellowship. Soon joining VR
fellowship. Dr.'s family Delhi NCR.
Em: Suryansh.dr.gupta@gmail.com

SUITABLE MD/MS Match for
Punjabi Arora Boy,MS(ENT), January
1988/ 5'7", Sr. Resident in reputed
hospital in Delhi. Call: 9810326780
vermahansraj998@rediffmail.com

NCR BASED reputed Goel family

looking for an alliance for our
handsome 28/5'11" BTech MBA IIT
Son working in MNC. Bride should be
beautiful, highly educated and a
reputed family girl. Call/whatsapp
9871769444

ENGINEERS

boy 5'5" May 1968 M.Tech
(former US SR) work Pvt.
Company. # 9599832439.
Email: kplgupta6@gmail.com

KAYASHTHA

PQM 4 H'Some Garg Boy B.Tech,
WANTED NON Wkg/ Tchr homely

Mglk, B.Tech(Elect. Instrumentation)
own b'ness in Jaipur,10+LPA,Parents
at Gzbd. Seeks b'ful sweet homely
girl. Em: shama.dal22@gmail.com

PB MANGLIK H'some B.Tech Boy

SM4 H'SOME Bansal 86/5'8"

PQM 4 HSME Bansal boy, B.Tech(CS),

PQM4 H'SOM Bansal Boy. B.Arch.
Manager in Fortune 500 company 22+
LPA seeks NCR based employed
professional match Email
jitinderk30@gmail.com

LIFE PARTNER for Khatri Non

AGARWAL

AGGARWAL/SINGHAL H'SOME

DIVORCEE/WIDOW

B'ful veg 5'7"/38, Issueless Div. Girl
MCA working TOP IT MNC Delhi NCR
good family values.Can be working /
non working post marriage
wtsup/cont.9654078784

NCR BASED, affluent, well
connected, sophisticated Punjabi
family invites alliance for their
smart, fair, Extremely handsome
only son 28½ / 6'-2" Springdalian,
BBA, MBA. Slightly manglik.
Family business, income touching
8 figures p.a. Looking for beautiful, educated, tall girl of similar
background. send bio-data/photo
on what's app 9811063388

only son Punjabi Khatri 29/6'
Bachelor in Culinary own business
of Food Trading seeks Educated
Family Oriented Girl. Email:
manjunayyar89@gmail.com

MNC Delhi, Pursing PhD, 14 LPA,
27.8.88, 4:40AM, Kangra, 5'8" Seeks
Del/NCR based Wrkng girl, Caste Community No Bar-9278329832

GURSIKH NT /ND B.Tech 5'7" Feb 87

SM4 DELHI based PB Arora NM fair

Anshik Manglik, June 82/ 6'1", MS
Computer, working in Reputed US
Pharma Co. W/App: +17326687056
Em: sub.matrimony123@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Handsome

SM 4 Himachali Khatri Boy, Wrkng

nov88/157/NM MBA IIM. wkg Google
40 lac pa. parents doctors. contact
9415041313 mail
drbhaskargupta@yahoo.com

Girl, 35/5'-4'', MBA, working MNC,
Gurgaon. Father retired army officer
settled at Panchkula. Seeking
issueless similar match from Delhi
NCR / Chandigarh Tricity. Contact:
98789-42562, email:
rsrathee@yahoo.co.in

SM 4 Punjabi Khatri Boy US Citizen,

MATCH FOR Handsome unmarried

SM4 SC Girl ME, BE (PEC), Class-1
Officer Chandigarh, 11-LPA,
1982/5'5", Caste No Bar. WhatsApp8728985920

5'10" /1976-Look32 unmarried Own
Busines+Bunglow seeks Unmarried
Girl slim b'ful min height 5'4" Delhi
Base. # 9999092799, trcc@live.in

SM4 PB. Khatri H'Some Slim Boy

/ 29yr , pursuing MBA in Pittsburgh,
PA, USA on F1 Visa , looking well Qlfd
boy working in USA only ,Whatsapp
BHP : 8860719570 / 9312960585.

SM 4 B'ful fair slim Punjabi Khatri girl

H'SOME SLIM Veg MBA+Engg 70LPA

SM4 HINDU Nai slim Girl 29/5' 5"

NRI
resident,working in Toronto,Looking
for suitable match. Caste no bar.
Contact: 8368874033,9818743535
(Whatsapp) E- mnd.auto@gmail.com

PUNJABI

SM DELHI Brahmin slim bful modern

SUITABLE MATCH unmarried

DIVORCEE ISSUELESS smart Jat

SC/ST

NRI PARENTS long time sett.

DIVORCEE KHATRI girl Amritsar,

SM4 DELHI based N/M, Punjabi Sr.

SM FOR B'ful, Fair, Well educated

SUITABLE MATCH required for

Graduate 5'6"/8.3.89/18LPA Divorcee
(Short Marriage), Educational
Professional-IELTS Trainer seeks
educated well reputed/ well settled
boy. Contact: 9871112517

DOCTOR PSYCHIATRIST from a

ARORA

RAJPUT

PUNJABI ARORA Fair Girl Post

NRI

HIMACHALI

GARHWALI/KUMAUNI

Hindu Arora girl, 5'2'' MA, B.Ed., Fair
complexion, slim, teacher, middle
class Delhi based. Contactmanju.taneja.sas@gmail.com
Ph. 9910711929'

DIVORCEE/WIDOW

PQSM 4 Ggn bsd CA girl, Sep 93/5'6"

SM4 PB Arora Girl 25.3.85/

SM 4 Rajput girl 17.11.1988,5'2",B.Tech
PQM 4 fair beautiful Arora Girl,

Doctor, Govt. Officer for Beautiful
Ramgarhia Girl January 30, 1986,
Chandigarh, 5'-4", LL.M, Ph.D, and
PGDCA. University Topper, Cleared
Punjab Judiciary Mains. Working
Law Officer in Govt. Kundli Match
Must, Industrialist Family. 9814021730.

1978/ 5'3"/ 55 kg BTech, Sr. Engg in
Noida MNC 9810947408, Email ID:
guptat1405@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for 27 years

PUNJABI

SUITABLE PROFESSIONAL,

PQM 4 fair unmarried Gupta girl

saraswat brahmin girl July 1992
born/5'7" Delhi, M.Sc (Mathmatical
Finance U.K., B.Sc. (Honors) Physics,
wrkg. with foreign bank gurgaon,
B'ness Fmly. # 7827793519
shamsharma164@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Beautiful

MD Radiology, Artemis hospital,
Gurgaon 30 Lpa.Seeks DM /MCH
/Radiology / IIM /IAS /IRS /IPS
/CA.Cont:9178873269 Email:
jindal_tiya@rediffmail.com

Qualified Girl 17.8.88/5:32pm/
Delhi Wrkg in Reputed Public School
seek well settled Service Class.
Whatsapp 9210652101.

PQM IN India or abroad for Pb.

Nov.87/5'5" Seek Turbaned Sikh Good
lokg boy Well Placed in MNC/Rep.Co.
frm Dli/NCR. # 9818359751 Send BHP:
kuldeepbanga7@gmail.com
PQM FOR Arora GurSikh,
beautiful, Delhi veg girl, 13.11.86/
12.02pm/5'2" MBA Wkg MNC 14LPA.
Only Gursikh well settled Boys
8585921321.

SM 4 V.b'ful,38/5'3",Rich,Agwal Girl

SM FOR B'ful Punjabi Khatri Well

6.07.1992, 11:35 PM, 5'8", MBA
(finance), working in IT park
Chandigarh. Upper caste. 9779191866, 0172-5260143.

SM4 V'B'FUL Well Edu Homely Girl

for Khatri Gursikh,81born/5'4",BA(H)
History, DNIIT,Wrkg girl. Seeks well
settled Hindu or Sikh, Delhi/NCR boy.
9821160225, gbindraone@gmail.com

RAMGARHIA

MATCH FOR beautiful Brahmin girl,

SIKH

SOUTH DELHI bsd PQM/B'nessman

WANTED

MEDICO / Non Medico M 4 Arora
MBBS Dip (Cardiology) 6'1"/22-9-83
(11:06 PM Rohtak) Doctor boy wkg
Rohtak. 8571005535 (Whatsapp)
Email: induarora510@gmail.com

based Manglik Hindu Punjabi
Khatri Boy with Few White Patches,
6'-1", 12.12.1989/ 9.24 A.M.
Ludhiana, working Banglore, 36 Lac
PA, Caste religion no bar. No
Dowry. 098158-39178, Email:
mamtadhanda59@gmail.com

M4 DELHI settled Hindu Walia
Anshik Manglik handsome Boy,
21.09.86/5'11", 1:40 PM, Chandigarh.
MBA, PR Canada But Working in
Delhi as Regional Sales Manager
with Edelweiss, Salary 20 LPA.
9781601360, swalia86@gmail.com

SM FOR H'some Punjabi Boy 21.11.90
/5'8" H'status edu. buss. family, Own
Sr. Sec. School. seeking B'ful well
edu.,Tchr Girl, H'status family, Cont.
Co-ordinator Sanjay 9873602399

REMARRIAGE
SM4 DIVORCEE well settled Pb
Ahuja boy, 14.01.80, 6.30am, Delhi,
short marriage, no issue, family
business Archt, Intr, furt, furn,
Export & Govt Cont, own property,
from homely b'ful slim edu girl. Pref.
Unmarried, no cast bar / no dowry.
WhatsApp: 9818822657,9717097422
Email: pathikahuja786@gmail.com
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1.1 Invitation of Applications
Online applications are invited for direct recruitment for 1624 posts of Junior Engineer mentioned under
paragraph 2.1 through the URL address i.e http://adv102019.hryssc.in/StaticPages/HomePage.aspx from 20th
June 2019 to 4th July 2019 till 11.59 P.M. Thereafter website link will be disabled.
1.2
Procedure/Instructions/Guidelines for Online Filling of Application Form
Following are all the general and special instructions for the applicant with respect to the online filling of the
application form
a. Apply online well in advance without waiting for last date of submission of online application form.
b. Please read the instructions and procedures carefully before you start filling the Online Application Form and
check all the particulars filled up in application form after getting the printout to ensure the correctness of
information and upload all documents before finally submitting the application
c. The candidate should fill all details while filling the Online Application Form. After applying online, Registration
No. and Password will be generated. Take print out of the registration no. and password screen for future
reference of your application status and for Reprinting of your online filled application form and e-Challan form.
d. After successful submission of application, candidates can again take final print out of application form and eChallan.
e. The hard copy of application form along with all uploaded documents must be brought at the time when called
upon to do so by Haryana Staff Selection Commission. Documents which has not been uploaded, shall not be
entertained.
f.
No request for change of any particular on the application form shall be entertained by the Haryana Staff
Selection Commission.
g. No offline application form or copy of downloaded application form will be accepted by the Haryana Staff
Selection Commission.
h. The Selection shall be made in accordance with the provisions of Haryana Govt. notification No.523-3GS70/2068, dated 28.01.1970 and further amended time to time.
i.
Candidates who do not fulfill the qualifications/eligibility conditions on cutoff date, their application shall not be
accepted by the online application system. All the Certificates/Documents relating to educational
qualification/eligibility conditions and Socio-Economic Criteria etc. will be determined with regard to last date
fixed to apply online applications also called as closing date i.e. 04.07.2019 as given in the advertisement.
The Commission does not scrutinize the documents at the time of submission of online application and the
same are checked only at the time of Scrutiny.
Important Note:
1. Candidates are advised to fill their application form carefully such as Name, Father's/Mother's name, Date of
Birth and Category, Qualification, marks, obtained passing year. photo, Signature, details & fee, etc. No request
for change of any particular on the online application form shall be entertained by the Haryana Staff Selection
Commission after submission of application form.
2. After final submission of application form, no change will be allowed. Candidate will be responsible for any
mistake in the data of application form and fees paid by him/her.
3. In case candidate feels that he/she has filled up the form erroneously, he/she should fill up a fresh online
application form alongwith fresh requisite fec before closing date.
1.3 Special Instructions for filling application form
1. The
online
application
can
be
filled
up
using
URL
address
i.e
http://adv102019.hryssc.in/StaticPages/HomePage.aspx.
2. The decision of the Commission in all matters relating to acceptance or rejection of an application,
eligibility/suitability of the candidates, mode and criteria for selection etc. will be final and binding on the
candidates. No inquiry or correspondence will be entertained in this regard.
3. Candidates applying for a post must ensure that they fulfill all the eligibility conditions on the last date of
application.
4. If on verification at any stage starting from submitting application form till appointment and any time even after
appointment, it is found that any candidate does not fulfill any of the eligibility condition or it is found that the
information furnished is false or incorrect, his/her candidature will be cancelled and he/she will also be liable
to be criminally prosecuted. This is irrespective of whether the candidate was benefitted by furnishing the false
or incorrect information in his/her application.
5. A candidate whether he belongs to General or reserved category viz. SC, BCA, BCB, EWS, ESP, ESM/DESM,
DFF or PwD (persons with disabilities) can submit only one online application form under one particular
category of post advertised. Submission of more than one application form will automatically lead to rejection
of candidature.
6. Haryana Staff Selection Commission reserves the right to call any candidate personally along with printed copy
of the application form with uploaded documents original certificates and photocopy of self-attested
certificates along with Photo, Identity Proof i.e. Identity Card/Driving License/Passport/Voter Card/Pan
Card/Aadhaar Card etc.
2.1 Details of Post & Qualifications
Cat No. 1 617 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Irrigation & W.R. Department, Haryana, Panchkula
Cat.
Total
NON ESM /ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
269
187
74
8
SC
119
94
20
5
BCA
99
76
22
1
BCB
75
41
32
2
EWS
55
Grand Total=617
PwD (Person with Disability)
Locomotor disability=5,
Deaf and hard of hearing=6,
Blindness and Low vision=6
Autism, intellectual disability, specific learning disability & mental illness and multiple disabilities=5.
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Civil Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education, Department,
Haryana or any other Institution recognized by the Haryana Government.
OR
B.Tech. in Civil Engineering from any recognized University Approved by the university Grants Commission and
All India council for Technical Education or Associate Membership Examination of the Institute of Engineers
(India) (Associate Member of the Institution of Engineering Civil).
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: FPL-6 (Rs. 35400-112400)
Cat. No. 2
35 posts of Junior Engineer (Mech.).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
15
11
3
1
SC
7
6
1
BCA
6
6
BCB
4
3
1
EWS
3
Grand Total=35
PwD (Person with Disability)
Blindness and Low vision= 1
Essential Qualification:1) Three years Diploma in Mechanical Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education,
Department, Haryana or any others Institutions recognized by the Haryana Government.
OR
B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineer/Bachelor in Engineering (Mechanical Engineering) from any recognized
University, approved by the University Grants Commission and from All India Council for Technical Education
or Associate Membership Examination of the Institute of Engineers (India) (Associate Member of the Institution
of Engineering Mechanical);
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: FPL-6 (Rs. 35400-112400)
Cat. No. 3
34 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM /ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
16
14
2
SC
6
4
1
1
BCA
5
3
1
1
BCB
3
2
1
EWS
4
Grand Total=34
PwD (Person with Disability)
Blindness and Low vision= 1
Essential Qualification:1) Three years Diploma in Electrical Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education,
Department, Haryana or any other Institutions recognized by the Haryana Government.
OR
B.Tech. in Electrical Engineer/Bachelor in Engineering (Electrical Engineering) from any recognized University,
approved by the University Grants Commission and from All India Council for Technical Education or Associate
Membership Examination of the Institute of Engineers (India) (Associate Member of the Institution of
Engineering Electrical);
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years

Pay Scale: FPL-6 (Rs. 35400- 112400)
Urban Local Bodies Department, Haryana, Panchkula
Cat. No. 4
27 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil) for Municipal Committee /Council.
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
11
9
2
SC
6
4
1
1
BCA
4
3
1
BCB
3
2
1
EWS
3
Grand Total=27
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Civil Engineering from any recognized institution
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: 9300-34800+4000 (Pre-revised 7th Pay commission)
Cat. No. 5
53 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil) for Municipal Corporation.
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN
17
11
6
SC
10
6
3
1
BCA
13
10
2
1
BCB
5
3
1
1
EWS
8
Grand Total=53
PwD (Person with Disability)
Blindness and Low vision=2
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Civil Engineering from any Institution by the State Government;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher:
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: 9300-34800+4000 (Pre-revised 7th Pay commission)
Cat. No. 6
9 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN
7
7
SC
1
1
EWS
1
Grand Total=9
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Electrical Engineering from any Institution by the State Government;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher:
18-42 years
Age:
Pay Scale: 9300-34800+4000 (Pre-revised 7th Pay commission)
Cat. No7
6 posts of Junior Engineer (Mechanical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
1
1
SC
1
1
BCA
1
1
BCB
1
1
EWS
1
Grand Total=6
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Mechanical Engineering from any Institution by the State Government;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: 9300-34800+4000 (Pre-revised 7th Pay commission)
Cat. No: 8
5 posts of Junior Engineer (Horticulture).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
1
1
SC
2
2
BCA
1
1
Grand Total=5
Essential Qualification:i)
B.Sc (Agricultural) with Horticulture as a specialization;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: 9300-34800+4000 (Pre-revised 7th Pay commission)
Hafed, Department, Haryana
Cat. No. 9
2 post of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
2
Grand Total=2
Essential Qualification:i)
Three Years Diploma in Electrical Engineering by State Board of Technical Education, Haryana any other
institute recognized by the Govt.
OR
B/Tech in Electrical Engineering/Bachelor in Engineering (Electrical) from any recognized University, Approved
by University Grant Commission. All India Council for Technical Education of Associate membership
examination of the institute of Engineers.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 10 5 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
1
1
BCA
1
1
1
EWS
2
Grand Total=5
Essential Qualification:i)
Three Years Diploma in Civil Engineering by State Board of Technical Education, Haryana any other institute
recognized by the Govt.
OR
B/Tech in Civil Engineering/Bachelor in Engineering (Civil) from any recognized University, Approved by
University Grant Commission. All India Council for Technical Education of Associate membership examination
of the institute of Engineers.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher:
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400)
Kurukshetra Development Board, Kurukshetra, Haryana
Cat. No. 11 1 post of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM /ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
1
1
Grand Total=1
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Civil Engineering or equivalent qualification with 2 years experience in the same line.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Housing Board Haryana
Cat. No 12 33 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
18
15
2
1
SC
7
7
BCA
5
5
BCB
3
2
1
EWS
Grand Total=33
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Civil Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education, Haryana or any
others Institute recognized by the Government;
OR
B. Tech. in Civil Engineering/ Bachelor in Engineering (Civil) from any recognized University, approved by the
University Grants Commission/ All India Council for Technical Education or Associate Membership Examination
of the Institute of Engineers; and
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400)
Cat. No 13 3 post of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
1
1
BCA
1
1
BCB
1
1
Grand Total=3
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Electrical Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education
Department, Haryana or any others Institute recognized by the Government;
OR
B. Tech. in Electrical Engineering/ Bachelor in Engineering (Electrical) from any recognized University, approved
by the University Grants Commission/ Associate Membership Examination of the Institute of Engineers; and
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Police Housing Corporation Haryana
Cat. No14
12 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
5
4
1
SC
3
3
BCA
2
2
BCB
1
1
EWS
1
Grand Total=12
PwD (Person with Disability)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing=1
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Civil Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education Haryana or any
other institution recognized by the Government;
OR
B/Tech in Civil Engineering/Bachelor in Engineering (Civil) from any recognized University, Approved by
University Grant Commission. All India Council for Technical Education of Associate membership examination
of the institute of Engineers.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No15
2 post of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
1
1
GEN.
1
1
BCB
Grand Total=2
Essential Qualification:Has Passed Three years National Certificate (Theoretical) course in Electrical Engineering, conducted by the
i)
State Board or has qualified the same any other recognized institution, and
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher:
17-42 years
Age:
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
HVPNL Haryana
Cat. No.16
33 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
14
11
3
SC
6
5
1
BCA
6
5
1
BCB
4
2
1
1
EWS
3
Grand Total=33
PwD (Person with Disability)
Deaf and Hard of Hearing=01,
Hearing Handicap-Bifurcation Hard of Hearing/Partial Deaf (HH/PD)=1,
Essential Qualification:i)
Full-time 3 years Diploma in Civil Engineering from any institute recognized by AICTE or by a State Board of
Technical Education with a minimum 60% marks in respect of General Category/Other Category candidates
and 55% marks in respect of SC category candidates of Haryana domicile.
Or
Full-time Bachelor degree in Civil Engineering from a University duly recognized by Central Government or a
State Government with a minimum 60% marks in respect of General Category/Other Category candidates and
55% marks in respect of SC category candidates of Haryana domicile.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 17 165 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
70
56
11
3
28
SC
36
4
4
26
4
2
BCA
20
BCB
11
17
5
1
16
EWS
Grand Total=165
PwD (Person with Disability)
Deaf and Hard of Hearing- 04,
Hearing Handicap Bifurcation- Hard of Hearing/ Partial Deaf (HH/PD)=4,
Locomotor disability including cerebral palsy, leprosy cured, dwarfism, acid attack victims and muscular
dystrophy= 5.
Locomotor disability Bifurcation- One Leg(OL)=5
Essential Qualification:i)
Full-time 3 years Diploma in Electrical Engineering/Electrical & Electronics Engineering from any Institute
recognized by AlCTE or by a State Board of Technical Education with a minimum 60% marks in respect of
General Category/Other Category candidates and 55% marks in respect of SC Category candidates of Haryana
domicile.
OR
Full-time Bachelor degree in Electrical Engineering/Electrical & Electronics Engineering from a university duly
recognized by Central Government or a State Government with a minimum 60% marks in respect of General
Category/Other Category candidates and 55% marks in respect of SC Category candidates of Haryana
domicile.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
DHBVNL, Haryana
Cat. No18
13 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
6
6
SC
2
2
BCA
2
2
BCB
2
2
EWS
1
Grand Total=13
Essential Qualification:i)
Full-Time Three Years Diploma in Civil Engineering from any Institute recognized by AICTE or by a State Board
of Technical, Education with a minimum 60% marks in respect of General category candidates and 55% marks
in respect of SC category candidates of Haryana domicile.
OR
Full-Time Bachelor degree in Civil Engineering or equivalent degree from a University duly recognized by Central
Government or a state Government with a minimum 60% marks in respect of General category candidates and
55% marks in respect of SC Category candidates of Haryana domicile.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No19
31 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
12
10
2
SC
6
5
1
BCA
5
5
BCB
4
2
2
EWS
4
Grand Total=31
PwD (Person with Disability)
Deaf and hard of hearing=1
Essential Qualification:i)
Full-Time Three years Diploma in Electrical/Electrical and Electronics Engineering from any Institute recognized
by AICTE or by a State Board of Technical education with a minimum 60% marks in respect of General
Category candidates and 55% marks in respect of SC category candidates of Haryana domicile.
OR
Full-Time Bachelor degree in Electrical/Electrical and Electronics Engineering or ebullient degree from a
University duly recognized by Central Government or a State Government with a minimum 60% marks in
respect of General Category candidates and 55% marks in respect of SC category candidates of Haryana
domicile.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Agriculture, Haryana
Cat. No 20 6 posts of Junior Engineer) Civil)
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
2
BCA
2
2
BCB
2
2
Grand Total=6
PwD (Person with Disability)
Blindness and low vision=1
Essential Qualification:i)
Three Years Diploma in Civil Engineering from a recognized Institution
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher.
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Board of School Education Haryana, Bhiwani
Cat. No 21 1 post of Junior Engineer (Mech.).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
1
1
Grand Total=1
Essential Qualification:i)
Passed three years National Certificate (theoretical) course in the Mechanical Engineering conducted by the
State Board of Technical Education Haryana or its equivalent
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 22 1 post of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
1
1
Grand Total=1
Essential Qualification:i)
Passed three years National Certificate (Theoritical) course in the Civil Engineering conducted by the State
Board of Technical Education Haryana or its equivalent
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
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F.3001/Advt./AO/EI(2)/PGI/2019
Dated : 13.06.2019

NOTICE
In continuation to the advertisement
notice no.F.3001/Advt./AO/EI(2)/PGI/2019
dated 20.05.2019, the last date for receipt of
applications for the post of Administrative
Officer on deputation basis in Level-9 in the
Pay Matrix as per 7th CPC at this Institute is
hereby extended upto 10.07.2019. Those
who have already applied against the above
said advertisement notice dated 20.05.2019,
need not to apply again.
000406

DIRECTOR

Sl.
No.
1.

DELHI JAL BOARD
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE

DELHI JAL BOARD
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE

ROOM NO. 306, VARUNALYA PH-II, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005
prodjb114@gmail.com

ROOM NO. 306, VARUNALYA PH-II, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005
prodjb114@gmail.com

Name of the Work
Expression of Interest (EOI) for
renowned and professional AudioVisual Agencies.

Publication date of Tender
on DJB portal
14.06.2019

Last Date & Time for
receipt of EOI
28.06.2019 At 1800 hrs.

Sl.
No.
1.

Name of the Work
Expression of Interest (EOI) for
renowned and professional Website
Handling Agencies.

Publication date of Tender
on DJB portal
14.06.2019

Last Date & Time for
receipt of EOI
28.06.2019 At 1800 hrs.

The EOI has been uploaded on DJB website. The complete details can be seen on Website:
“www.delhijalboard.nic.in” under “Expression of Interest” link.

The EOI has been uploaded on DJB website. The complete details can be seen on Website:
“www.delhijalboard.nic.in” under “Expression of Interest link”.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 70/2019-20

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 71/2019-20

Haryana State Agriculture Marketing Board, Haryana
Cat. No 23 40 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
17
14
3
SC
8
7
1
BCA
7
5
1
1
BCB
5
2
2
1
EWS
3
Grand Total=40
PwD (Person with Disability)
Locomotor disability including cerebral palsy, leprosy cured, dwarfism, acid attack victims and muscular
dystrophy-01
Essential Qualification:i)
Degree or three years Diploma in Civil, Engineering from a Recognized University/Technical Education Board;
ii) Working knowledge on computer; and
iii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Haryana Dairy Development Cooperative Federation, Haryana
Cat. No 24 4 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
2
Sc
1
1
BCB
1
1
Grand Total=4
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Civil Engineering Marks 60% or above Must have a working knowledge of Computer including
MS Office (i.e. MS word, MS excel, Power Point).
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
PWD (B&R), Haryana
Cat. No 25 130 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
74
64
9
1
SC
24
21
3
BCA
19
16
3
BCB
13
9
4
Grand Total=130
PwD (Person with Disability)
Blind and Low vision= 01,
Deaf &hard of hearing= 02.
Locomotor disability including cerebral palsy, leprosy cured, dwarfism, acid attack victims and muscular
dystrophy=01,
Autism, intellectual disability, specific learning disability and mental illness and Multiple disabilities from
amongst persons under clause (a) to (d) including deaf-blindness in the posts identified for each
disabilities=01.
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Civil Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education. Haryana or
any other Institution recognized by the Government.
OR
B.Tech. in Civil Engineering/Bachelor in Engineering (Civil) from any recognized University, Approved by the
university Grants Commission and /All India council for Technical Education or Associate Membership
Examination of the Institute of Engineers; and
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 26 16 posts of Junior Engineer (Mech.).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
7
6
1
SC
3
3
BCA
2
2
BCB
2
1
1
EWS
2
Grand Total=16
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Mechanical Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education,
Department. Haryana or any others Institutions recognized by the Government.
OR
B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineer/Bachelor in Engineering (Mechanical Engineering) from any recognized
University, approved by the University Grants Commission/ All India Council for Technical Education or
Associate Membership Examination of the Institute of Engineers ; and
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 27 27 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical)
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
12
11
1
SC
5
3
1
1
BCA
5
2
2
1
BCB
2
1
1
EWS
3
Grand Total=27
PwD (Person with Disability)
Deaf and hard of hearing=01.
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Electrical Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education.
Department. Haryana or any other Institutions recognized by the Government.
OR
B.Tech. in Electrical Engineer/Bachelor in Engineering (Electrical) from any recognized University, approved
by the University Grants Commission / Associate Membership Examination of the Institute of Engineers;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 28 5 post of Junior Engineer (Horticulture)
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
2
2
SC
1
1
BCA
1
1
BCB
1
1
Grand Total=5
Essential Qualification:(i) Degree in Agriculture/Horticulture from a recognized University;
(ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Public Health Engineering
Cat. No 29 122 posts of Junior Engineer (civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
66
56
10
SC
27
21
5
1
BCA
8
5
3
BCB
9
5
4
EWS
12
Grand Total=122
PwD (Person with Disability)
Deaf and Hard of Hearing-03,
Autism, intellectual disability, specific learning disability and mental illness
AND
Multiple disabilities from amongst person under all clauses including deaf-blindness in the posts identified
for each disabilities-05
Essential Qualification:i)
Three Years Diploma in Civil Engineering, conducted by the State Board of Technical Education, Haryana or
any others Institute recognized by the Government.
OR
B.Tech in Civil Engineering/Bachelor in Engineering (Civil) from any recognized university, approved by the
University Grants Commission/All India Council for Technical Education of Associate Membership
Examination of the Institute of Engineers; and
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Development and Panchayat
Cat. No 30 130 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
53
44
8
1
SC
24
21
2
1
BCA
24
21
2
1
BCB
16
13
3
EWS
13
Grand Total=130
PwD (Person with Disability)
Blind & Low vision-04,
Deaf and Hard of Hearing- 04,
Locomotor disability including cerebral palsy, leprosy cured, dwarfism, acid attack victims and muscular
dystrophy= 05,

Dy. Director (PR)

Autism, intellectual disability, specific learning disability and mental illness and Multiple disabilities from
amongst persons under clause (a) to (d) including deaf-blindness in the posts identified for each
disabilities=05.
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Civil Engineering from any recognized Institution.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No31
4 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
4
4
Grand Total=4
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years Diploma in Electrical Engineering from any recognized Institution.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400- 112400).
Town & Country Planning
Cat. No 32 25 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
12
8
3
1
SC
5
5
BCA
4
4
BCB
2
1
1
EWS
2
Grand Total=25
Essential Qualification:i)
Three years diploma course in Civil Engineering conducted by the State Board of Technical Education or its
equivalent qualification from an institution;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scala: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Chief Electrical Inspector
Cat. No33
6 posts of Junior Engineer.
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
3
3
SC
1
1
BCA
1
1
BCB
1
1
Grand Total=6
Essential Qualification:i)
Diploma in Electrical Engineering from a recognized University or its equivalent;
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
17-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Haryana State Warehousing Corporation. Haryana
Cat. No 34 17 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
6
5
1
SC
3
3
BCA
3
2
1
BCB
3
2
1
EWS
2
Grand Total=17
Essential Qualification:i)
Three Years Diploma in Civil Engineering.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Cat. No 35 4 posts of Junior Engineer (Electrical).
Cat.
Total
NON ESM/ESP
ESM
ESP
GEN.
1
1
SC
1
1
BCA
1
1
EWS
1
Grand Total=4
Essential Qualification:i)
Three Years Diploma in Electrical Engineering.
ii) Matric with Hindi or Sanskrit as one of the subject or higher;
Age:
18-42 years
Pay Scale: Pay Matrix Level-6 (35400-112400).
Relaxation in Axe:
i)
Upper age limit is relaxable upto 5 years in the case of Scheduled Caste (SC), Backward Class (A) &
Backward Class (B) as per Haryana Govt. instructions.
ii) In the case of PwD General Candidates, the upper age limit is relaxable by 10 years (15 years for SCs/BCs)
as per Haryana Government instructions No. 22/10/2013-1GS-111, dated 15.07.2014.
iii) For Ex-servicemen Candidates, relaxation up to continuous Military service added by three years is
permissible.
iv) The upper age limit in respect of widow, legally separated woman, divorcee, deserted woman and unmarried
woman will be upto 47 years as per Government instructions.
v) All of the above relaxations are for Haryana State domicile only.
2.2 Details of Fees
Sr.
Category of post
General
SC/BC/ EWS candidates
No.
of Haryana State
Male/Female Female (Haryana resident)
Male
Female
Rs. 150/Rs. 75/Rs. 35/Rs. 18/1. Cat No. 1 to 35
No Charges
2. PwD (Person with Disability) /
Ex- Serviceman of Haryana
1. The dependent of ESM and DFF are required to pay the fee as for General, SC or BCA & BCB Candidates as
the case may be.
2. Fee once deposited against an application form is neither transferable nor refundable/adjustable.
3. The fee should be deposited through Net banking or e-Challan in any branch of State Bank of India, Punjab
National Bank and IDBI Bank available on payment site.
4. Candidates are advised to choose their mode of payment i.e. Net banking or eChallan while applying online.

Dy. Director (PR)

Note:- No applicant shall be given more than 10 marks for socio economic criteria and experience under any
circumstances.
2.3 (a) Examination Schedule :- The Examination either Online (CBT) or OMR Based is likely to be held
from 13.07.2019 to 18.08.2019 & the date, time and place of examination will be as per admit card.
However, HSSC reserve the right to reschedule/change the above schedule on administrative
grounds or otherwise. Applicants are advised to regularly visit the website as no separate
individual intimation shall be send.
2.4
Regulatory Framework
1. Certificate for an applicant whose father has died issued by Tehsildar/Naib Tehsildar: Refer Annexure Al, All.
2. Widow Certificate issued by Tehsildar: Refer Annexure B1, BII
3. Vimuktjati and Tapriwasjati Certificate issued by Tehsildar: Refer Saralharyana.gov.in or Antyodaya Saral
Centers at distt. Level or Tehsildar office.
4. Experience Certificate issued by the concerned Appointing Authority: Refer Annexure DI.
5. Affidavit attested by Executive Magistrate in prescribed format regard point: Refer Annexure El to be
uploaded application form and brought at the time of Scrutiny.
Note:1. Performa/Formats for certificates are available as Annexures- A-I, A-II, 13-I, BIT, D-I, E-I to this
advertisement.
2. Claim under the socio economic criteria, if any, shall be admissible to those candidates only, who would fill
the details of the requisite certificate i.e. name of issuing authority, date of issue and reference no. etc. and
also upload the requisite valid original certificate/document along with their application in support of their
claim failing which, no certification benefits shall be considered after last date of filling online applications.
3. Claim of reservation/benefit relaxation etc., if any, shall be admissible to those candidates only, who upload
the requisite valid original certificate along with their application in support of their claim and of Haryana
domicile.
4. If quota reserved for Ex-servicemen or Backward Classes remains unfilled to that extent due to nonavailability of suitable Ex-servicemen or their dependents or non-availability of suitable candidates from
Backward Classes then overall reservation either from the unfilled vacancies of Ex-serviceman from the
Backward Classes for Freedom fighter/their Children/Grand Children will remain limited 2% only. This benefit
will be available to all Grand Children i.e. sons and daughters of sons and daughters (paternal as well as
maternal) of the Freedom fighter(Chief Secretary Instruction No. 22/10/2013-IGSIII, dated 15.07.2014).
5. The benefit of reservation will be given only to those SC/BCA/BCB/EWS and ESM candidates who are
domicile of Haryana State.
6. The SC/ BCA/BCB/EWS/ ESP and PwD (Person with Disabilities) candidates are required to upload
SC/BCA/BCB/EWS/ ESP and PwD (Person with Disabilities) Certificate duly issued by the competent
authority and submit the same when called upon to do so by Haryana Staff Selection Commission.
7. DFF shall be required to upload the Certificate duly issued by the respective competent authority.
8. Qualifications and other term and conditions of eligibility will be determined with regard to the last date fixed
for receipt of online applications also termed as closing date.
9. No Individual information at any stage shall be sent and hence all candidates should regularly visit the
Website & Public Notices in different Newspapers.
10. Reservation of posts: Reservation for persons will be as per Haryana Government Instructions contained
in letter No. 22/10/2013- IGS-III, dated 15.07.2014 and Govt. Instructions issued from time to time.
11. The reserved category candidates belonging to other States will compete against the posts meant for
general category and will be considered as general category candidates as there is no reservation available
for them.
12. For Disabled ESM/Dependent of Killed/ Disabled in action reservation will be as per Haryana Govt.
instructions contained in letter No. 945-GS-II 72/6451, dated the 6th March, 1972. The reservation for ESM
will be utilized in the order given below:
i. Disabled ex-servicemen with disability between 20% to 50%.
ii. Up to two dependents of Service personnel killed/disabled beyond 50%
iii. Other ex-servicemen.
Note:- Such benefit is not allowed to the ex-Serviceman and their dependents who is released in the normal
course after the completion of their terms and is available to those who are boarded out of service by the defense
department on account of their disability (vide Govt. Circular letter No. 8047-4GSII-73/1549, dated 21st, January
1974).
13. Disabled ex-servicemen will mean ex-servicemen who, while serving in the Armed Forces of the Union were
disabled in operations against the enemy or in disturbed areas.
14. The dependents of ESM will include wife/widow, dependent sons/daughters and who fulfill all conditions of
qualifications; age etc. prescribed for posts 84 will be considered on merit for the posts reserved for ESM
to the extent of non-availability of suitable ESM candidates.
15. DESM candidates of Haryana claiming benefit must have valid eligibility certificate on last date of
submission of online application form and will have to produce the valid Eligibility Certificate from the
concerned Zila Sainik Board when called upon to do so by Haryana Staff Selection Commission. Mere
dependent certificate will not be entertained. ESM candidates should also produce attested photo copy of
Identity Card issued by concerned Zila Sainik Board it Discharge Book whenever required.
16. If on verification at any stage, it is found that any candidate does not fulfill any of the eligibility condition or
it is found that the information furnished is false or incorrect, his/her candidature will be cancelled and
he/she will also be liable to be criminally prosecuted. This is irrespective of whether the candidate was
benefitted in his/her application from that particular eligibility condition or not.
17. Candidates having Degrees/Diploma/Certificates from Board/Institution/ University which are not recognized
by Haryana Government will not be eligible.
18. In case of any guidance/information/clarification regarding the online filling of the application form and
Advertisement the candidate can call at helpline No. 01725143700 on all working days from 9:00 A.M. to
5:00 P.M.
2.5 DEFINITION OF WORD DEPENDENT OF EX-SERVICEMEN
NONE OF THE PERSON BELOW SHALL FALL WITHIN THE DEFINITION OF WORD DEPENDENT OF
EX-SERVICEMEN IN TERMS OF HARYANA GOVT. LETTER NO. 12/37/79-GSII, DATED 21-11-1980:
a. A person may be working on an adhoc basis against the post advertised or somewhere else.
b. A person may be unemployed at the time of making the application but he may have other source of income
viz. from agriculture, trade, property, Bank Balance etc.
c. A person who is a member of the joint Hindu family and remains dependent upon the Karta till there is
partition in the family or he ceases to be a member of the joint Hindu family and is obliged to pass on all
his income to the Karta and he draws money for his subsistence from the pool of the joint Hindu family with
the consent of the Karta.
d. A candidate who is a member of the joint Hindu family is employed on adhoc basis but he is otherwise
dependent on his father.
3.1 Documents to be uploaded with Application Form (MANDATORY)
1. Scanned Copy of Essential Academic Qualifications and Matriculation Certificate showing Date of Birth and
other relevant details.
2. Scanned Copy of SC/BCA/BCB/EWS/ESP/ESM/DESM/DFF/ PwD (Person with Disabilities) certificate
alongwith Haryana domicile Certificate issued by competent authority.
3. Scanned copy of Certificate claiming weightage/marks under socio-economic criteria and experience
alongwith Haryana domicile Certificate issued by competent authority.
4. Scanned Photo duly signed by the Candidate.
5. Scanned signatures of the Candidate.
6. Scanned copy of all documents showing higher qualification, experience etc. on which basis candidate
claim marks.
3.2 Scrutiny of Documents:- Only those document which are uploaded by the candidates shall be considered.
If there is any variation in the document uploaded and produced at the time of scrutiny candidature shall be
liable to be cancelled. If any application is found without uploading requisite supporting documents and
other relevant information, the candidate himself/herself shall be responsible for that and his/her candidature
would be liable to be cancelled due to lack of proper or correct documents/information.
3.3 Action against candidates found guilty of misconduct
1. Candidates are warned that they should not furnish any particulars that arc false, tampered/fabricated or
should not suppress any material information while filling up the application form.
2. At the time of written examination/scrutiny, if a candidate is for has been) found guilty of:
a. Using unfair means during the examination or
b. Impersonating or procuring impersonation by any person or
c. Misbehaving in the examination hall or taking away the answer sheet from the examination hall or
d. Resorting to any irregular of improper means in connection with his/her candidature for selection or
e. Obtaining support for his/her candidature by any unfair means.
Not complying with instructions issued from time to time, such a candidate may, in addition to rendering
himself/herself liable to criminal prosecution, be liable
i. To be disqualed from the examination/scrutiny for which he/she is a candidate.
ii. To be debarred either permanently or for a specified period, from any examination or recruitment
conducted by HSSC.
iii. To be terminated from service, if he/she already in Govt. Service.
3. Candidates, who have obtained degrees or diplomas or certificates for various courses from any
Board/institution declared fake by the University Grants Commission or not recognized by Haryana
Government shall not be eligible for being considered for recruitment to the posts advertised and no
representation in this regard shall be entertained.
Note: Haryana Staff Selection Commission reserves the rights to supervise the complete recruitment process
from online application to selection by way of using Biometric process and CCTV Cameras/ Vidcography etc.
4
Likely causes of rejection of application
1. More than one application form for a particular category.
2. Application is incomplete and not online.
3. Full fee, if not deposited in the manner prescribed.
4. No qualification of Hindi/Sanskrit as prescribed in advertisement.
5. Applicant does not possess the requisite academic qualification on cutoff date.
6. Applicant does not indicate visible identification mark in appropriate column of application form.
7. Candidate is underage/overage on the cutoff date/closing date.
8. Variation in data of online application form and in original documents if detected at any stage.
9. Lack of essential qualification as prescribed in advertisement.

Note:- The posts indicated below were advertised earlier by the Haryana Staff Selection Commission,
Panchkula : Sr. No.
Name of the Post
New Cat No.
Old Advt.No.
Old Cat. No.
1
Junior Engineer (Horticulture)
8
7/2017
5
2
Junior Engineer (Civil)
10
3/2012
30
3
Junior Engineer (Civi)
11
5/2016
19
4
Junior Engineer (Civil)
20
1/2013
86
5
Junior Engineer (Civil)
30
2/2013
8
Against these posts no recruitment process could be initiated and the same were cancelled by the Haryana
Staff Selection Commission, Panchkula vide Public Notices dated 1.05.2015 & 27.04.2018. The candidates who
had earlier applied against these posts and are eligible against the re-advertised posts shall be given age
relaxation (if required) and such candidates will also be exempted from the payment of application fee. However.
such candidates will have to apply afresh alongwith proof of depositing the application fee. They are required to
upload the fee ChatIan /credit certificate issued by Trcasury/e-Challan as the case may be, alongwith the fresh
application form and will produce the original Challan/ credit certificate issued by Treasury /c-Challan at the time
of verification.
The candidates who have applied earlier against these posts and do not fulfill the educational qualification
prescribed for the post of Gram Sachiv shall be entitle for refund of fee. Shortly a notice inviting application for
refund of application money shall be issued.
2.3 Criteria for Selection. Examination & Syllabus.
(i) The scheme of marks in respect of selection to the posts shall comprise of total 100 marks, as detailed
below:
Sr. No.
Subject
Marks
1.
Written Exam
90
2.
Socio-Economic criteria and experience
10
(iii) The 90 marks of written examination shall be divided into to parts comprising:a) 75% weightage for General Awareness, Reasoning, Maths, Science, Computer, English, Hindi and
concerned or relevant subject, as applicable.
b) 25% weightage for History, Current Affairs, Literature, Geography, Civics, Environment, Culture etc. of
Haryana.
(iii) The marks for socio-economic criteria and experience shall be allocated as follows:
a. if neither the applicant nor any person from among the applicant's family viz father, mother, spouse,
brother, and Son is, was or has been a regular employee in any Department/Board/Corporation/
Company/ StatutoryBody/ Commission/ Authority of Government of Haryana or any other State
Government or Government of India.
(5 marks)
b. if the applicant is:(i) a widow; or
(ii) The first or the second child and his father had died before attaining the age of 42 years: or
(iii) The first or the second child and his father had died before the applicant had attained the age of 15
years,".
(5 marks)
c. If the applicant belongs to such a denotified tribe (Vimukt Jatis and Tapriwas Jatis) or Nomadic tribe of the
State of Haryana which is neither a Scheduled Caste nor a Backward Class.
USE OF MOBILE PHONE AND OTHER ELECTRONICS DEVICE IN HARYANA
(5 marks)
STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION EXAMINATION IS STRICTLY
d. Experience:
PROHIBITED.
One-half (=0.5) mark for each year or part thereof exceeding six month of experience, out of a maximum
of sixteen years, on the same or a higher post in any Department/ Board/Corporation/Company/Statutory Body/
Sd/Commission/ Authority of Government of Haryana. No marks shall be awarded for any period less than six Place: Panchkula
Under Secretary
months.
Date: 15th June, 2019
Haryana Staff Selection Commission,
(A maximum of 8 marks)
Panchkula
76932
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sundaycomment
GIRISH KARNAD, THE GREATEST KANNADIGA OF HIS AGE
GIRISH KARNAD WAS ARGUABLY THE
MOST INFLUENTIAL PLAYWRIGHT
PRODUCED BY INDIA SINCE
INDEPENDENCE. HE WROTE AT LEAST
HALF A DOZEN GREAT PLAYS. HE WAS
ALSO AN OUTSTANDING ACTOR AND
AN ACCOMPLISHED DIRECTOR

past&present
RAMACHANDRA GUHA

G

irish Karnad, who died in his sleep
in his Bengaluru home last week,
was a colossus. Karnad had four
careers, and he excelled in each. He
was arguably the most influential
playwright produced by India since
Independence, whose oeuvre was astonishingly
wide in its thematic and temporal range. He
wrote at least half a dozen great plays; these
included the political parable, Tughlak, the
social reformist, Taledanda, and the darkly
comic satire, Odakalu Bimba. (All were written
originally in Kannada, all performed in most of
the languages of the Eighth Schedule). He was
an outstanding actor — as witness his work in
the early films in Hindi of Shyam Benegal, and
also in Pattabhirama Reddy’s Kannada classic,
Samskara. He was an accomplished director,
making films of major novels by KV Puttappa
and SL Bhyrappa. And he was an able administrator, of the Film and Television Institute of
India in Pune (where he mentored, among others, Naseeruddin Shah, Om Puri, and Tom
Alter), of the Sangeet Natak Akademi in New
Delhi, and of the Nehru Centre in London.
I was once travelling from Bengaluru to
Mumbai. Karnad was in the same flight, a few
rows ahead of me. He had a pen poised over a
sheaf of papers as I passed him. When I asked
what he was doing, he said he was correcting the
proofs of the Marathi translation of his new
play. My admiration for Karnad, already very
high, rocketed further skywards. A man whose
mother tongue was Konkani and who wrote in
Kannada and spoke flawless English was apparently entirely comfortable in Marathi too.

But it was not just his mastery of many languages that set Karnad apart from other writers
and artists. No one I knew so nobly carried the
richness and depth of Indian civilisation in his
body, and in his soul — and so utterly unselfconsciously too. In his life and work, he seamlessly
blended North and South, the folk and the classical, the demotic and the scholarly. He was
equally at ease speaking of the music of Kesarbai Kerkar and of Mohammad Rafi, of the dance
of Balasaraswati and of Farah Khan, of the moral philosophy of Basava and of BR Ambedkar.
And he could talk with insight about Shakespeare and Philip Larkin as well.
After Gauri Lankesh was murdered in September 2017, it was rumoured that Girish Karnad was the next writer on the terrorist hitlist.
So I called Girish one morning and asked if I
could see him the same afternoon. He lived an
hour’s drive away, and given his commitments,
I would normally have mailed several days in
advance to set up a meeting.
Girish welcomed my impulsive call, and
asked me to come over. I drove across the desolate city to the Karnads’ house in JP Nagar. Outside, a man in uniform posted to ostensibly
guard the writer was sitting on a chair, asleep.
As my car screeched to a halt he woke up, and
escorted me inside.
I came intending to talk for perhaps half an
hour, but stayed for four hours. We spoke of
Gauri Lankesh, of course, but also of other matters — including the trajectory of our own lives.
I got Girish to talk of his early days in Dharwad,
and he got me to talk of my boyhood in Dehradun. We had both moved from a small town to a

n

Girish Karnad greets former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee before receiving the 34th Jnanpith
Awards, New Delhi, 1999
HC TIWARI/HT

great metropolis; he to Mumbai, me to Delhi,
before both finding ourselves in Bengaluru, a
town when we first knew it and a city when we
came to live in it. We spoke of our siblings — he
had a musician brother, I a doctor sister — and
of other things that normally did not figure in
our otherwise literary and intellectual conversations.
When, night having fallen, I got up to leave,
Girish walked me outside to my car. The security guard was nowhere to be seen. Girish
thanked me for the spontaneous visit which, he

sundaysentiments
KARAN THAPAR

GANDHIS: THE CONGRESS’
PERPETUAL DILEMMA

P

erhaps because we are riveted
by the scale of Narendra Modi’s
victory and what it portends
for our future, we’ve somewhat
ignored the crisis in the Congress. Yet
it deserves at least as much attention
because in the present circumstances,
a credible opposition is critical for our
democracy. Unfortunately, judging by
appearances, the Congress seems to be
falling apart. Is this an existential crisis or can the situation be salvaged?
The truth is the Congress has suffered two successive disastrous election defeats. This time in 18 states and
Union territories it didn’t get a single
seat. In the Lok Sabha, it only has 52.
So, for a second time, it can’t claim the
leadership of the Opposition. But
there could be worse in store. Its state
governments in Karnataka, Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh look precarious.
If they fall, only Punjab and Pondicherry will be left. And finally, since
May 25, when Rahul Gandhi said he
wanted to resign, the Congress doesn’t
really have a leader. And, worse, no

one knows what’s being done to either
convince him to stay or replace him.
At the moment, this is a party with a
vacuum at the top. As a result, faction
fights have broken out in Karnataka,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Haryana. In Telangana and Maharashtra, the party has suffered serious
desertions. If the party cannot find a
strong leader, there’s a real danger it
will continue to splinter and fracture.
Which brings me back to the Rahul
Gandhi question. For two weeks and
more, since he insisted upon resigning, he’s refused to meet chief ministers from Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh or central leaders in Delhi. It’s as
if he’s gone into a sulk because the party won’t let him go. Unfortunately, this
has raised two disturbing questions.
First, the uncertainty surrounding
him as well as the indecisive nature of
his behaviour have added to the
doubts about his leadership. They
were already serious enough though
never expressed by his colleagues in
public. Now in defeat, his dithering

TIGER CONSERVATION POLICY
NEEDS A PARADIGM SHIFT
DIGVIJAY
SINGH KHATI

T

he tiger is not only our
national animal but is also
crucial to the country’s food
security. Most Indian rivers
have either their origin or major
catchment areas in forests inhabited
by tigers. But by the mid-1960s,
the tiger was almost on the brink
of extinction due to hunting and
habitat loss. The 1968 ban on tiger
hunting and 1973 declaration of the
setting up of eight prime tiger habitats as tiger reserves helped save
this majestic creature. With 50
tiger reserves now, the tiger’s

population in India is expected to
cross 3,000 this year.
The creation of tiger reserves,
with the tiger as the flagship species,
resulted in the preservation of many
rivers and bio-geochemical cycles
essential for maintaining healthy
forests. The river’s water — and the
minerals and organic manure produced by bio-geochemical cycles —
make agricultural lands nutrientrich and productive. It has been
observed that the agricultural lands
near the tiger-bearing forests are
very fertile. The soil water regime,
the mineral and organic soil content
of these lands are making the human
communities richer and healthier.
However, till date, the significance
of the tiger in ensuring food security
and livelihood for communities has
been overlooked as an aspect of tiger
conservation The presence of tigers
is an indicator of the good health of

n

Even if Rahul Gandhi goes, it is not
likely to resolve the crisis facing the
Congress
SANJEEV VERMA/HT

and uncertain behaviour makes them
seem a lot worse. The second question,
if anything, is more important. After
insisting on resigning, can Rahul Gandhi change his mind? If he does, won’t
he lose face? In a sense, doesn’t his
honour require that he stick to his
word and go?
This leads me to the second part of
the Congress’s problem. Even if Rahul
Gandhi goes, it won’t resolve the crisis
facing the Congress. Few Congressmen believe their party could survive
under a non-Gandhi president. It split
under Narasimha Rao and people
started to desert in droves under Sitaram Kesari. Something similar could
easily happen again.

the forests.
Although we have 50 tiger
reserves, there are many other forests which are inhabited by tigers.
Legendary conservationist, Jim Corbett, had called the tiger a largehearted gentleman. And I completely
agree with him. In my career of 37
years as an officer of the Indian Forest Service, in which I have encountered this animal 289 times, barring
one incident, when I had to recover
the dead body of a forest guard killed
by a tiger in Corbett, I have never felt
threatened by this animal.
Recent tiger-human conflicts and
the persistent demands by affected
people to control the animal, is a big
challenge in ensuring the long-term
survival of the tiger. Retaliatory killing of tigers and the demand for its
organs are big hurdles to its survival.
The tiger is a territorial animal
and fearlessly defends its territory,
as the size of the territory decides the
availability of food, water and cover.
Territorial fights among tigers are
common and sometimes lead to the
death of weaker ones. The weak and
young ones leave the territories to

JUNE 18: Audit

employees held a
demonstration here
today (June 17) to presss
their demands for
n
change of designation
of SAS accountants an
nd
UDCs and revision of
pay-scales

Thus it seems the Gandhis are both
the problem and the solution. Whichever way the Congress turns, it faces
serious problems. After leading the
party to two disastrous defeats, Rahul
Gandhi clearly does not have the talent or the political skill to craft a comeback. There’s a high probability he
could lead the Congress to a third consecutive defeat. On the other hand,
without Rahul Gandhi, the party
might steadily fall apart. Despite his
personal failings as a leader, he is the
glue that holds it together.
In which case, what’s to be done?
For now, an interim solution seems
most sensible. Perhaps the answer lies
in appointing a couple of working
presidents or setting up a collegium of
senior leaders to run the party alongside Rahul Gandhi. That would give
the Congress time to agree upon a
longer term resolution of the crisis.
However, an interim solution is hardly the best foundation on which to
revive the party’s future. The danger
is it could resemble a circus with no
one able to crack the whip. But what
other option is there?
The truth is the Congress is drowning and badly needs a lifeline. At the
moment, it’s helplessly thrashing
around in the water and the spectacle
is only making matters worse. But the
lifeline it needs can only come from
itself. It can’t come from outside.
Karan Thapar is the author of
Devil’s Advocate: The Untold Story
The views expressed are personal

dominant one and venture out to
establish a new home in other areas,
sometimes more than 300 km away.
This is the tiger dispersal phenomenon. Tiger reserves and other nonforest areas work are a source of population and the adjoining forests and
other non forest areas work as a sink
for the dispersing tiger population.
Dispersing tigers use agriculture
fields, coffee and tea gardens, degraded forests and river beds to move in a
new territory. This leads to conflict
with communities dependent on
these habitats.
We need a paradigm shift in tiger
conservation policies in India. Corridors which allow safe and free movement for dispersing tigers should be a
priority. Tigers living outside
reserves need attention. We need better surveillance measures, more
information gathering and better
coordination among states to protect
our tiger population. Can we imagine
India without tigers?
Digvijay Singh Khati is retired principal chief
conservator of Forests and
chief wildlife warden, Uttarakhand
The views expressed are personal

Ramachandra Guha is the author of
Gandhi: The Years That Changed The World
The views expressed are personal

CAN NARENDRA MODI WIN
THE MINORITIES’ TRUST?
MARK
TULLY

N

arendra Modi is a prime minister who likes to surprise. He
started his previous term in
office with his surprising invitation to the Prime Minister of Pakistan
to attend his swearing-in. After being
elected on a Hindu nationalist ticket,
his surprise for the beginning of this
term has been his address to the newly
elected National Democratic Alliance
Member of Parliaments (MPs) in which
he admitted that the minorities had
“long been made to live in fear”. He
blamed this on vote bank politics and
called on his MPs “to puncture the
myth of fear”. To underline his commitment to win the trust of minorities,
he added the words sab ka vishwas
(everyone’s trust) to the slogan he
coined after the 2014 election, sabka
sath, sab ka vikas (together with all,
development for all).
Not surprisingly, I have come across
plenty of cynical reaction to this commitment to vishwas. I have been told
that Modi’s sudden concern for the
minorities is just window dressing,
designed by him to counter the international media’s hostile reaction to his
campaign and victory, and, in particular, the cover on Time magazine
describing him as “India’s divider in
chief.” Mind you, Time seems to have
changed its view and now regards Modi
as “the man who has united India”. I
have argued that there should be reasoned criticism when there is more evidence available to judge Modi’s intentions rather than Pavlovian cynicism.
But putting the blame for the minorities’ fear on the opposition’s vote bank
politics is not an encouraging start. The
minorities are particularly fearful now
because of the hostility to them that
marked this election campaign. In a
rally in Saharanpur at the beginning of
April, setting the tone for the campaign, Modi himself called on the

crowd to remember the Muzaffarnagar
riots and specifically “the atyachar
(atrocities) committed on their daughters”. That was an obvious attempt to
revive the allegations of the so-called
love jihad which provoked so much bitterness between Hindus and Muslims.
Now the minority affairs minister,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, has followed up
on Modi’s statement by announcing a
significant measure to win the minorities’ trust by announcing one crore
scholarships for them and new training
opportunities in subjects like Hindi,
English and Maths for madrassa teachers. This has been welcomed by several
Muslim organisations.
But there is no sign yet of Modi abandoning a fundamental tactic of his electioneering: arousing fear of Muslims
with the aim of creating a Hindu vote.
Modi is now so powerful he could bring
about this sea change in Indian politics.
It could also be argued that as a Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) man,
he should bring it about. A member of
RSS once gave me a copy of MS Golwalkar’s book, A Bunch of Thoughts,
telling me, “It is one of our foundational
texts.” Golwalkar was the second head
of the RSS. In one of his chapters, he
spells out what a Hindu Rashtra means
to him, and what the place of the minorities would be in it. He maintains that
because Hindus recognise “the immanence of one supreme power”, Hindu
Rashtra “can stand guarantee to the
free and prosperous life of the so-called
minorities here, sharing equal opportunities as the proud children of the
motherland.” Golwalkar also believed,
“He can’t be a son of this soil at all who
is intolerant of other faiths.”
In the end Modi will be judged by his
words. A Muslim friend has asked me
why, if he wants to establish trust, he
has not condemned the attacks on Muslims that have taken place since the
election results became known. Will
Modi now condemn such incidents
more frequently than he did during his
last term in office? Will he now rein in
his colleagues who are prone to hate
speak? When he speaks from the Red
Fort on August 15, will there be more
welcome surprises for the minorities?
The views expressed are personal

sundayletters
OVERHAUL THE TAX STRUCTURE FOR INDIVIDUALS
This is with reference to “Build the budget around government spending”
(Chanakya, June 9). There is an immediate need to overhaul the tax structure,
especially direct taxes for individuals. Inflation, unemployment and declining
private investment are concerns that must be addressed simultaneously.
RAJIV MALIK, NEW DELHI

thisweekthatera
hatera
PICTURE OF
THE WEEK

said, both his doctor wife, Saras, and he had welcomed. I answered: “I suppose it takes the murder of a fellow writer for two writers who live in
the same city to seek out one another.”
At this stage Karnad himself was quite ill,
with a degenerative respiratory disease. The
next January he visited Dharwad, on what he
knew would be his final visit to the town where
he had been raised, studied, and written his first
plays. He said I must come with him. I did. I thus
had the rare, but also ineffably sad, privilege of
being with Girish Karnad on his last trip to his

home town, accompanying him up the stairs of
the Laxmi Building for his last peep into the offices of his long-time publishers, Manohara
Grantha Mala, in Subhas Road, Dharwad.
Karnad had a highly developed social conscience, and a deep love for his country. Yet he
never paraded his patriotism. His dignity and
his rectitude would not allow it. He had left
instructions that, when he died, there would be
no state funeral. He knew that sundry politicians would want to come and hover around his
body, taking pictures, seeking to cleanse their
sins by illegitimate association with someone
who was not just the greatest Kannada writer,
but the greatest Kannadiga, of his age.
His courage in standing up to fundamentalists has led some to celebrate Karnad as an
exemplary “activist” and “public intellectual”.
This, to my mind, is a mischaracterisation.
India has a hundred (and more) writers and
intellectuals who speak out and stand up in public. But there was only one Girish Karnad. We
should remember him rather as a great playwright and superb actor, and as a profoundly
civilised human being, who had forgotten more
about Indian culture than the present-day
defenders of Bharatiya Sanskriti ever knew.
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NAXALITES RANSACK
GOVT OFFICE IN W BENGAL
JUNE 19: An armed group of
young men, said to be
Naxalites raided the
Government Industrial Training
Institute (ITI) in 24Parranas
district today (June 18). They
cut off telephone lines,
destroyed files and burst bomb

WORLD

W GERMANY BLAST ENGLAND
OUT OF SOCCER WORLD CUP
JUNE 16: The World champions,
England, were ousted out of the
1970 World Cup soccer
tournament when West
Germany came from two goals
behind to win 3-2 after
extra-time and avenge their
defeat in the 1966 final

MODI-2 IS ABOUT TRUST

#METOO, A BEGINNING

This refers to “People trust Modi to
make things better” (Sunday Sentiments, June 9). Yes, unemployment
rates are high, farmers are stressed
and economy is sluggish. But despite
all that, it is toilets, electricity, the Jan
Dhan and Ujjwala that helped Modi
return to power. If 2014 was about
hope, then 2019 is about trust.

This is with reference to ‘MeToo has
not changed gender equations
enough’ (Engender, June 9). With all
its shortcomings, the MeToo movement is the beginning of the end of
the gender-bias rampant in society.
AZHAR A KHAN, RAMPUR
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DYLAN’S ROLLING
THUNDER REVUE
MAKES A RETURN
(Left) Musicians Roger
McGuinn, Joni Mitchell, Richi
Havens, Joan Baez and Bob
Dylan perform at the Rolling
Thunder Revue — a concert tour
led by American singer-songwriter Dylan in December 1975.
Martin Scorcese (right) attends
the screening of ‘Rolling
Thunder Revue: A Bob Dylan
Story’, his latest documentary,
that combines fact, fiction and
footage from the legendary
tour to present a glimpse of
post-Vietnam America, at
Lincoln Center, New York,
on June 10, 2019.
AP

GETTY IMAGES

Is law failing our children?
CHILD RAPE CASES Statistics
suggest that while there has
been an increase in the cases
of sexual assault on children, the
conviction rate has remained
low and the number of people
who were out on bail while being
tried under Pocso increased

5thingsyou
didn’tknow

A glimpse of
India’s space
odyssey

Roshan Kishore
n

roshan.k@htlive.com

O

n June 10, a district court in
Pathankot, Punjab, sentenced
six people for the abduction,
gang rape and murder of an
eight-year-old girl in Jammu’s
Kathua region. While three of the accused
have been charged for the actual crime,
three policemen (one sub-inspector, one
head constable, and one special police
officer) have been convicted for destruction of evidence. The incident took place
in January 2018. However, it was only
after the Supreme Court ordered that the
trial be shifted out of Jammu and
Kashmir in May 2018, that regular hearings could begin in the case. The apex
court’s order came in the wake of
immense local hostility, which included
local lawyers preventing law officers
from reaching the court; and ministers in
the Jammu and Kashmir government,
who were later removed, leading demonstrations in favour of the accused. The
victim belonged to a Muslim nomadic
tribe, and the accused were all Hindus.
This communal angle was playing an
important role as the events were
unfolding.
Even as the court verdict has
generated a sense of satisfaction over the
law finally catching up with perpetrators
of the heinous crime, cases such as
Kathua continue to happen. Last week,
the mutilated body of a three-year-old
girl was found in a garbage dump in Aligarh. Initially, rape was suspected but
police said medical reports have ruled out
sexual assault. One of the accused, who
has been arrested, had previously been
accused of raping his daughter five years
ago. He was released on bail later.
In May 2018, the Bihar government
registered a case after a social audit by the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS)
reported widespread sexual abuse of 34
girls who were staying in a state-funded
non-governmental
organisation
(NGO)-run shelter home in Muzaffarpur.
The main accused, Brajesh Thakur, was
an influential man in the state, who ran
many NGOs, newspapers, and was even
part of the committee deciding on government accreditation for journalists in the
state. The case has been handed over to
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), which told the court earlier this
year that the accused and his accomplices
could have murdered 11 girls and
buried them.
These anecdotal accounts help us put
into perspective what are otherwise mere
statistics of sexual violence against children in India. To be sure, even these statistics are not available anymore. The
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
which works under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, has not released its annual compendium of crime statistics, Crime in
India, after the 2016 version was released
in October 2017. The document earlier
used to be published with a lag of six
months. The 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 documents were published in either June or
July of the subsequent year. Neither the
2017, nor the 2018 volumes have been published till date.
The existing statistics do not reveal a
comforting picture. The average number
of rape cases, where victims were aged 18
years or less, increased by more than
three times between the trienniums
(three-year periods) ending 2003 and 2016.
This increase is almost twice the increase
in number of rape cases where victims
were more than 18 years old during the
same period (See Chart 1).
NCRB also gives a more detailed
break-up of rape cases by the age of victims. However, a long-term comparison
is not possible because of a change in age
cohorts in 2014. While reports until 2013

n

A view of the Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft
Lander at Isro HQ in Bengaluru. BLOOMBERG

This week, the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) stunned the scientific community by
declaring that it will build its own space station in
5-7 years. The big announcement came within
days of it confirming the July 15 launch of its most
challenging mission yet: a soft landing on the
moon with its Chandrayaan-2 project. Both
initiatives represent the stratospheric rise of
India’s space scientists, who grew from an upstart
in the eighties to now etch a name for themselves
among the world’s finest.

and how did India’s space pro1 When
gramme begin?
It was in 1962 – a year after a year after
Pakistan set up its Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO) –
that the seeds of India’s space programme
were sown. The wheels were set in motion by
Dr Vikram Sarabhai, regarded as the father of
India’s space programme, when he pushed
for domestic satellite systems and called for
setting up a space programme. By then, the
Soviet Union had already sent Yuri Gagarin to
space. In 1963, the Indian National Committee
for Space Research (INCOSPAR) was formed
by the Department of Atomic Energy.
n

People protest against the gang rape and murder of an eight-year-old girl in Jammu’s Kathua region, at Parliament Street, New Delhi, on April 15, 2018.

use a age-group classification of up to 10
years, 10-14 years and 14-18 years, NCRB
shifted to a classification of up to six
years, 6-12 years, 12-16 years and 16-18
years since 2014. A total of 547, 451 and 520
girls aged up to six years were victims of
rape in 2014, 2015 and 2016, according to
NCRB data.
How does the criminal justice system
perform in dealing with such cases?
NCRB gives statistics on convictions and
acquittals under major crime heads. In
2016, the latest year for which data is
available, conviction rate – convictions as
a share of cases in which trial was completed – for child rapes, under Sections 4
and 6 of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (Pocso) was 28.2%,
slightly less than the 30.7% figure for all
crimes against children. This gap was
much bigger in metropolitan cities, with
the respective figures being 29.3% and
41.8%. These figures suggest that the law
is equally incapable in dealing with rape
against children in big cities and smaller
towns and villages.
The 2015 Crime in India report gives a
more nuanced picture on this count, as it
gives details of not just convictions and
acquittals but also the status of persons
who were in custody, for each
crime-head. These figures present a
disconcerting picture regarding sexual
offences against children. For every one
person who was in custody during the
stage of trial under Pocso-related crimes,
1.2 persons were on bail during the state
of trial at the beginning of 2015. This
number doubled to 2.4 by the end of the
year. These figures were 2.8 and 3.2 for all
crimes against children. In absolute
terms, the number of people who were out
on bail while being tried under Pocso
increased from 5,608 to 17,159 between the
beginning and end of 2015. Of the 2,501
accused under Pocso-related crimes for
which trials were completed, only 1,072
were convicted (See Chart 2).
In principle, there is nothing wrong in
accused being granted bail by the courts.
However, the Aligarh incident, where the
perpetrator had a history of committing
a similar crime, underlines the potential
hazards of such criminals roaming free
and committing more such crimes while
trials remain pending.
Even the Muzaffarpur case, gruesome
as it is, should not come as a surprise to
India’s criminal justice system. The

Worrying stats on sexual
violence against children
CHART 1 Share of child rape victims has gone up
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Government of India had set up a committee under late justice JS Verma to look
into changes to criminal law to provide
for quicker trials and enhanced
punishments for criminals committing
sexual assaults of extreme nature against
women in the wake of massive protests
against the gang rape of a young student
in Delhi in December 2012. In its chapter
on Child Sexual Abuse, the committee
reports findings from its visit to a shelter
home for women in Rohtak, Haryana,
where girl children were forced to
perform unpaid labour, denied basic food
and clothing, and subjected to physical
and sexual violence by the director and
family members of the shelter home. The

committee also noted that there was a
close relationship between the person
managing the shelter home and local
police officers.
The report of the committee is damning in its observations. “We think that
there has been a dereliction of duty of all
the visitors including the judicial magistrates who visited this home. There has
been a gross failure on part of the
government of India and its agencies and
in its belief of outsourcing its
fundamental obligations to do justice to
the poor. It is therefore advisable that
these homes be taken out of the control of
the private organisations and placed
under the supervision of High Courts

ARVIND YADAV/HT FILE

until the Parliament passes a stringent
law and the government finds competent
care
takers,
teachers
and
psychotherapists, because each one of
these children need psychotherapy in
order to mainstream them,” it says.
That something like the Muzaffarpur
shelter home case, where a private party
was running a shelter home and indulging in abuse of poor children in connivance with the local law-and-order apparatus, happened years after the Justice
Verma Committee’s recommendations,
is testimony to the fact that even government’s own observations have been
completely neglected in these matters.
The committee was also critical of the
negligence of the police in preventing
trafficking of children - the biggest proof
of which was seen in the lackadaisical
approach of the police in dealing with
complaints of missing children by their
parents. It cites the notorious Nithari
case, where the “parents complaining
about their missing children in Nithari,
Uttar Pradesh, were themselves suspected by the police of having sold their
children”. Such behaviour was seen in
the Aligarh case as well, when the police
did not act on the complaint of the missing
girl initially.
To be sure, the lack of sensitivity of the
police, courts, and other arms of the government, is not something which manifests itself only when it comes to crimes
against children.
A joint study by the Azim Premji University and CSDS-Lokniti released this
year says that only one-fifth of respondents hold a positive view regarding the
effectiveness and procedural fairness of
the police and courts. In contrast, 41% and
58% of the respondents had a negative
view of these two institutions. In fact, the
share of respondents who have a negative
view of the police and courts is more than
that of those who see government officials
this way. This is extremely disturbing as
both the police and courts are expected to
be avenues for redressal against injustice. (See Chart 3).
While, this is not to normalise crimes
like the Kathua rape, we will do well to
realise that the battle to protect our children from such crimes cannot be won
without a radical overhaul of the entire
criminal justice system, as well as
entrenched patriarchy and insensitivity
in our society.

Isro was set up in 1969 — the year United States’s
Apollo 11 landed on the moon with Neil Armstrong. In 1972, India’s department of space was
created, with Prof Satish Dhawan as secretary.
India’s only rocket launch site in Sriharikota is
named after him.

2 What were our first milestones?

The big breakthrough was the development and launch of the first Indian satellite:
Aryabhatta, which was put in orbit in August
1975 by a Soviet rocket. Four years later, India
launched its own full-fledged rocket: the
four-stage, solid fuel launch vehicle SLV3. But
it failed in its first shot. In less than a year, in
July 1980, an SLV-3 was launched successfully
which put in space the Rohini satellite.
Helmed by APJ Abdul Kalam, the SLV-3
programmme made India only the seventh
space-faring nation.

did the world take notice?
3 When
After the initial fame in 1980, India’s
scientists cemented their place in the community when they mastered the same
technologies as other leaders such as Nasa
and ESA. Key in this regard was the SLV-3’s
successor: the PSLV, which became India’s
workhorse. In 2008, Isro launched the Chandrayaan 1, marking a shift from purely applications-based satellite missions to space
exploration. The satellite ended up finding
proof of ice on the polar areas of moon. In
2013, it did the unthinkable by succeeding
where others had failed in their first shot:
reaching mars. The Mars Orbiter Mission,
costing ~450 crore, is the cheapest mission to
the Red planet till today.

do you get into Isro?
4 How
A large number of Isro’s scientists have
specialised in aeronautics and propulsion
engineering. According to M Annadurai, the
former director of Isro satellite centre, the
best way to land a job at Isro is to get into the
Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST) after senior secondary education.
“Almost all students of the institute are
absorbed in Isro. Besides IIST, Isro also selects
those who studied core engineering —
mechanical, electrical, or computer science —
or did their postgraduation in subjects like
satellite communications, image processing,
optical communication, structural designing,
or aerospace engineering,” he said.

does space tech matter to the
5 How
average Indian?
India no longer has to depend on other
countries to send satellites into space. A
network of four satellites to be completed
this year, for instance, will provide 100 gbps
internet in the subcontinent. Earth observation satellites are increasingly improving our
ability to predict weather, safeguard forests
and map resources.
ANONNA DUTT
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WHEN BUTTER
GOT BURNED
n In 1976, an Amul ad poked fun at the

sterilisation drives conducted during the
Emergency. “We have always practised
compulsory sterilisation,” says the Amul
girl, holding up a plate of butter. Eyebrows were raised but no more.
n In the 1980s, members of the Shiv Sena

threatened to vandalise the agency’s
Mumbai office after they produced a
billboard during Ganesh Chaturthi. The
tagline: Ganpati Bappa More Ghya (Lord
Ganpati, take more).
n Massive protests followed a 1982 bill-

IT’S25 YEARS
FOR THE
AMUL BOYS
For a quarter-century, three men have
brought the brand’s polka-dotted mascot
to life on billboards, in print ads and on
social media. See how they’ve been
buttering up a new generation
Rachel Lopez
n

rachel.lopez@htlive.com

Last month, Facebook reminded Rahul
da Cunha that he, copywriter Manish
Jhaveri and artist Jayant Rane had been
working on the Amul girl topical ads for
25 years. They didn’t exchange hugs.
They haven’t even met in several
months. And yet, the fruits of their collective labour have been on outdoor,
print and online ads as often as five times
a week.
You can’t have missed the ads. Amul’s
mascot, a little girl in a polka-dot dress,
long lashes, blue hair and ribbon, has
been part of the butter brand’s campaign
since 1966. Over the decades, in short,
witty taglines, she’s commented on
India’s major milestones and preoccupations. She’s cracked in-jokes in public.
She’s made the news cool.
Da Cunha, Jhaveri and Rane say
they’ve collaborated for so long,
they don’t need to
be in the same room
to get work done.
The magic now happens, often overnight, on WhatsApp,
and quick phone calls.
The ads’ template is
simple: The headline
comments on the news,
the tagline connects the
subject to butter, the
illustration brings it all
together. “The genius is
the concept,” says Kunal Vijayakar, food
writer and former adman, who worked
with Da Cunha’s father Sylvester as a
visualiser and copywriter in 1988. He
remembers hiring Jhaveri, then a “floppy-haired” graduate. “I remember how
all of us would have suggestions for the

board that responded to news of UK
authorities conducting virginity tests on
Indian women arriving at London’s
airports. The tag: Indian virgin needs no
urgin’. The agency issued an ad in apology:
Urgin’ our virgin; accept our peace offerin’.
n During an Indian Airlines strike in the

1990s, Amul’s ad proclaimed, “Indian
Airlines serves Amul butter – when it
flies”. The airline threatened to stop
serving the butter.
n Jagmohan Dalmiya, chief of the Board of

Control for Cricket in India, was accused of
misusing funds in 2008. An Amul ad read:
Dalmiya mein kuchh kala hai? Amul Maska
khao, paisa nahin. He threatened to sue
Amul for ₹500 crore.
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ads, and what an honour it was to be a
part of it,” Vijayakar says.
There’s nothing like it anywhere in
the world. When Amul tweeted birthday
wishes to the Prime Minister last year,
Narendra Modi replied thanking the
brand for its humour. And even as
brands increasingly respond to current
events to ‘newsjack’ their campaigns,
the little Amul girl stands taller than the
rest.
Here’s how they do it.
THE CREATIVE GENIUS
Rahul da Cunha took over the Amul topi-

cal advertisements from his father Sylvester, in 1994.
“The Amul topicals are part of my
bloodstream; I think about them day and
night,” he says. “When my dad worked
on them, he’d do one billboard a month.
Now we doas many as five a week, across
platforms.”
But 25 years with the same team
means they’ve smoothed the process
down to a point where it’s all done virtually. “I can text an idea to Manish and I
know exactly what he’ll be thinking,”
says da Cunha.
To convey the general national senti-

PUN MASKA: HOW THE ICONIC
TOPICAL ADS CAME TO BE
n The

Bombay agency Advertising and
Sales Promotion (ASP) signed Amul as a
client in 1966.
n Given that the competitor, Polson,

featured a blonde child, creative head
Sylvester da Cunha (left) and art
director, came up with a cute kid with
a grin, naughty eyes and hair tied up
in a ribbon. Da Cunha’s wife, Nisha,
thought up Utterly Butterly
Delicious. There were reservations
– butterly wasn’t even a word!
n The campaign was predominantly

for billboards – there was no TV,
print ads were expensive. It
forced the team to use minimal
text and simple visuals. The first ad
featured the girl in prayer, one eye open
and trained on a packet of butter. The
tagline: Give us this day our daily bread
with Amul butter. A hit!
n Da Cunha knew he’d soon run out of

butter wordplay. They shifted focus to

commenting on current affairs, so Amul
was as relevant as the news. It helped
that Verghese Kurien at Amul trusted the
agency enough to not to oversee each ad,
so ads released faster.
n Their first topical ad came out during the

horse races. The Amul girl, astride a horse,
featured with the tag Thoroughbread,
with Utterly Butterly Delicious at the
bottom.
n By the ’80s, news and Amul butter were

inextricably linked. The ads incorporated
politicians, actors and cricketers as talking
points. They got edgier, poking fun at the
news, and became a gauge of public
sentiment.
n Rahul da Cunha took over the campaign

in 1994. With Manish Jhaveri as copywriter and Jayant Rane on art, they
branched out with Hindi puns, pop-culture riffs and a variety of topics trending
worldwide. They now produce 3-4 ads a
week.

n Amid allegations of rape against maga-

zine editor Tarun Tejpal in 2013, an Amul ad
showed him in an elevator, the Amul girl
outside. The tagline: Kya se kya kho gaya.
Amul—Tehelka macha de. There was a
backlash. Many thought the ad was, well,
in bad taste.

ment in each ad, timing is key. “On Monday, we look at the topics India is thinking about and decide what’s hot, what
can hold and what is likely to change
over the coming days. Our news comes
from the papers; the reactions and
trends come from social media.”
So much has changed in 25 years. In
the mid-1990s, no one obsessed over pop
culture or football. “Now religion and
politics have mixed, politicians are public figures, we have Facebook. Brand
communication has changed. You’re
nothing if you don’t engage with consumers.”
The Amul girl has lasted because
she’s adapted to what is relevant, and is
never malicious. “India is now so polarised, it’s actually easier to know what to
avoid,” da Cunha says. “Politics has
become divisive, and brands have
become the unifier.”
The big challenge is always to stay relevant to the young. “I don’t want people
to tell me, ‘Oh, the Amul girl! My dad
loves those ads.’”
THE ARTIST
Jayant Rane, 59, has hand-painted the
topicals for more than 30 years.
“I can’t tell you how the years have
passed. I can tell you that I love my job,”
he says. “News changes, but the Amul ad
format is the same.”
He’s a freelancer, but has no other clients. “This job is a waiting game – an idea
can come at any time and must be
sketched quickly,” he says.
He doesn’t need to commute to the
office any more. “Rahul sir sends an idea
over WhatsApp, with the treatment it
needs, and references. I pencil-sketch
three or four options – different angles,
looks, and reactions.”
The tough part comes next. Every ad

is painted by hand. “It’s just faster. I
can’t be selecting brush tools on Photoshop. Plus, Rahul sir is always in a rush:
‘Chalo na yaar!’”
Until recently, no one beyond Rane’s
friends and family knew he was the man
behind the ads. “Someone saw me sketch
and said, ‘You know the Amul ads? You
should follow that style.’ At that point I’d
been drawing them for 20 years!”
It’s a good team, Rane adds. “They’ve
not been angry with me in 25 years. I’ll be
60 next year but freelancers don’t retire
and artists never do. In any case, I don’t
think Rahul sir will let me,” he says.
THE COPYWRITER
Manish Jhaveri, an architecture graduate, loved Amul ads growing up. “In 1990,
I walked into the agency office, not
knowing a damn thing about how agencies work. They were nice enough to let
me in,” he says. New Zealand was playing India and he told the creative guys he
didn’t care for their tagline and suggested one. “They saw me out.”
Jhaveri did apply five years later and
got hired. “I found my voice in the third
month or so,” he says.
Working on an Amul topical calls for
unusual writing skills. “A lot of copywritersare pompous. They’remarried to
their words, so it’s hard to move forward.
With Amul, you can’t obsess over a tagline for long, the turnaround is so quick.”
Jhaveri calls the Amul ads ‘Twitter
before Twitter’: “quick takes on current
affairs.
In 1995, when PV Narasimha Rao,
Sonia Gandhi andVP Singh had a leadership tussle, my tagline was Party, Patni,
Ya Woh. It was our first Hindi, colloquial
one, shaping the flavour of the ads to
come. We do ads that respond to tragedy.
They’re the hardest.”

Word of the Week
SHASHI THAROOR

Atingeof
misplaced
glee?
When you smile at bad
news about someone,
suppress a chortle at
another’s ill luck, you are
experiencing epicaricacy

Epicaricacy
noun:
deriving pleasure from
the misfortunes of others
USAGE:
When the boastful braggart
was defenestrated by his
club, my epicaricacy knew no
bounds.

here’s always a particular malicious
satisfaction that some people gain
from seeing others – especially those
to whose vainglory we have been
subject – receiving their comeuppance.
I’d like to think I am largely immune
from epicaricacy (or even its betterknown German equivalent, schadenfreude, which means the same thing),
because I was born without an envy
gene, and have grown up convinced that
the world has enough room for everyone
to succeed and that the sufferings of others should never be a cause of rejoicing
for myself.
Still, arrogant braggarts need to be
brought down from time to time, if only
for their own good.
When you smile at bad news about
someone, suppress a chortle and say
insincerely, “it couldn’t have happened
to a nicer guy”, you are experiencing epicaricacy.
Grow out of it quickly, though – as any
shrink will tell you, negative emotions
are not good for you, or for any of us,
even politicians!

T

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

boardroomskills

LessonsinleadershipfromTheLionKing
It’s been 25 years since the Disney movie, and a remake is out in July. A look at Mufasa,
Simba and Scar’s very different management styles
Charles Assisi
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

n the face of it, The Lion King is a
warm and fuzzy animated film
about Simba, a lion cub born to
the beloved Mufasa, king of the
jungle. Simba grows up being
told that he will one day inherit
the kingdom; his father tries to teach
him to rule it wisely.
But Simba’s uncle, Scar, assassinates Mufasa, implicates Simba and
convinces the cub to flee. Scar takes
control and the jungle goes to weed.
Nala, Simba’s childhood friend, convinces him to return. The film is funny, tender, evocative and happy-ending. But
read between the lines, and a masterclass on leadership emerges.

O

Lesson #1

Lesson #2

Lesson #3

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE
ROAD AHEAD OF YOU

OWN YOUR STRENGTHS

YOU ARE THE SUM OF THE
PEOPLE AROUND YOU

Mufasa knows he is a king. He feels no
need to exaggerate or diminish his authority. He embraces his power and the responsibilities that come with it.
Scar believes he was unjustly denied the
crown, and is fixated on the past. This
makes him bitter, petty, illogical and
short-sighted. He’ll torture a rat to try and
prove who’s boss; shake paws with the
hyenas. And through it all, he remains so
trapped in the past that he cannot build a
narrative for himself. Everything he is
becomes rooted in what could have been.

Unlike his regal father, Simba wants to be
seen as humble. All he can hear are the
voices of those who whisper that he will be
king solely because of his lineage. He looks
outward for approval and validation, and
this turns him into something he’s not –
hesitant, easily manipulated. Only when he
is alone, staring at his reflection, does
Simba realise he is fooling himself. It takes
him a long time to stop rejecting his past.

In running from his past, Simba surrounds
himself with idiots Timon and Pumbaa.
Their motto is ‘Hakuna matata’, Swahili for
‘No worries’, and they convince Simba that
life is to be lived only in the now – all else
be damned.
It doesn’t take too long for him to morph
into a very un-king-like creature. The lion
starts to sound like a pipsqueak and all of
his time is spent on childish activities, a
function of the voices in his echo chamber.

Lesson #4

ALWAYS WATCH
YOUR BACK
Prodded by Nala, Simba finally battles Scar
for control. He smells victory and, in a magnanimous display, gives in to Scar’s plea for
mercy. The conspirator in Scar then attempts
to kill Simba; history is about to repeat itself.
But Simba hits back in time and eliminates his
uncle. He’s learnt that it doesn’t pay to trust a
traitor. And that if you’re taking the high
road, you must watch your back.

The writer is co-founder at
Founding Fuel & co-author of
The Aadhaar Effect
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I’M NOT HERE TO RULE, I’M HERE TO SERVE.

> ZUZANA CAPUTOVA, Slovakia’s first
female president, at her inauguration

Protestershavethelastlaugh
HONG KONG SCRAPS BILL Carrie Lam feels ‘deep sorrow’; Beijing says it supports her decision

Entity punished for
helping terror body
gets Canada grant

Sutirtho Patranobis & Agencies

Anirudh Bhattacharyya

n

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEIJING/ HONG KONG:Hong Kong’s

n

A 120-metre section of a bridge across the Dongjiang river in
China’s Heyuan city collapsed on Friday, sending two vehicles
plunging into the water and leaving two people missing. REUTERS

shortstories
JAILED BRITISH-IRANIAN AID WORKER
IN IRAN BEGINS HUNGER STRIKE
LONDON:The husband of a British-Iranian woman jailed in Tehran for over
three years says she has begun a hunger strike to protest her detention.
Richard Ratcliffe said on Saturday that Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe told
judicial officials she will refuse food but will drink water until she is granted
“unconditional release”. Ratcliffe said he would hold a vigil outside Iran’s
London embassy, and would fast in support of his wife. Zaghari-Ratcliffe,
who worked for the charity arm of news agency Thomson Reuters, was
arrested in April 2016 on charges of plotting against the Iranian government.
AP
Her family denies the allegations.

19

embattled leader on Saturday
suspended a controversial bill
that would allow extraditions to
China, in a major climbdown
after a week of unprecedented
protests and political unrest.
ShortlyafterHongKong’sproBeijing Chief Executive Carrie
Lamsuspendedtheproposedlaw,
the central government said it
supports the decision.
In a speech on Saturday afternoon,Lamannounced,“Thegovernment has decided to suspend
the legislative amendment exercise, restart our communication
with all sectors of society, do
more... work and listen to different views of society.”
It was also reported that Lam
admittedherteammisjudgedthe
public mood. “I feel deep sorrow
andregretthatthedeficienciesin
our work and various other fac-

tors have stirred up substantial
controversies and disputes in
society following the relatively
calm periods of the past two
years,” she was quotedas saying
by various news agencies.
The Chinese foreign ministry
saidinastatement,“Wenotethat
Chief Executive Carrie Lam of
the HongKong Special AdministrativeRegion(SAR) announced
today that the SAR government
decided to suspend work on the
Fugitive Offenders and Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters Legislation (Amendment) Bill 2019.”
The statement added that Beijing “supports, respects” and
“understands” the decision.
China’sforeignministryspokesperson Geng Shuang asserted
thatHongKongis“China’sSAR”
andits affairsareChina’s“internal affairs”.
Beijing governs Hong Kong
under the “one country, two systems” model.
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TORONTO: A non-profit entity in
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Members of the Civil Human Rights Front hold a press meet near Hong Kong’s legislative council building
REUTERS
after Chief Executive Carrie Lam announced the suspension of the proposed extradition bill.

Canadathatwasstrippedofcharitystatusfor allegedly providing
support to the terror group Hizbul Mujahideen, has received a
government grant of nearly
CA$26,000.
Lastyear, the Canadian Revenue Agency (CRA) had suspended the Islamic Society of
North America-Canada for a
period of one year.
But the Global News network
reported that just months after
the punitive move, the government’s employment and social
development department provideditwithasummerjobsgrant.
The organisation, based in
Mississauga in Greater Toronto
Area, was barredfromreceiving
charitabledonationsonSeptember 12 last year, serving a oneyear prohibition period. It was
also fined CA$ 550,000.

Mexico publishes
Saudis seek protection of oil supply
Trump’s ‘secret
deal’ on migration
PERSIAN GULF SIMMERS

Car bomb kills eight people
near Somali parliament

Cat gaffe: Pak PM Khan’s
party issues clarification

MOGADISHU:A car bomb exploded near the Somali parliament on Saturday, killing eight
people, hours after militia
executed nine civilians from a clan
with suspected links to the
AFP
Islamist Al-Shabaab.

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan PM Imran
Khan’s PTI party was trolled for
mistakenly streaming a press
meet on Facebook by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s information
minister Shoukat Yousufzai with
ANI
the ‘cat’ filter on.

US concerned over North
Korean activities in Nepal

Drought forces Namibia to
auction 1,000 wild animals

KATHMANDU:Mark Lambert,
special US envoy for North Korea,
told Nepal lawmakers the UNSC
placed sanctions on North Korea,
and as a member country, it
should ignore North Koreans. PTI

WINDHOEK: Drought-hit Namibia
has authorised the sale of at least
1,000 wild animals, including
elephants and giraffes, to generate $1.1 million.
AFP

Romeo and Juliet director
Franco Zeffirelli dies at 96
ROME: Italian director Franco
Zeffirelli, who delighted audiences with his extravagant productions like Romeo and Juliet and
the miniseries Jesus of Nazareth,
AP
died on Saturday at 96.

Flare-up in Syria kills 35
fighters, 10 civilians
BEIRUT:At least 10 civilians and 35
combatants, mostly pro-regime
forces, were killed on Saturday in
clashes and air strikes that
erupted at dawn in northwestern
Syria, the Syrian Observatory for
AFP
Human Rights said.

inthenews

NANG MWE SAN

Doctor-turned-model from Myanmar blasts the
government for revoking her medical licence

1

The 29-year-old, who frequently shares on
Facebook pictures of herself in risque outfits,
blasted the Myanmar government for
“interfering” with personal freedoms

2
3

She ran afoul of the Myanmar Medical Council, which issued her a
letter dated June 3, 2019, revoking her licence for “her dressing style
which is against Myanmar’s culture and tradition”
Nang, who has vowed to appeal against the medical council’s
decision, worked for five years as a general practitioner before
pursuing a modelling career in 2017.

Agencies
n

US GRANTS IRAQ NEW
SANCTIONS WAIVER
TheUShasgranted Iraqanother
90-day waiver to continue with
energyimportsfromIrandespite
reimposed sanctions, an Iraqi
government source said on Saturday.
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DUSHANBE/BAGHDAD/DUBAI: Saudi

Agencies
n
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MEXICOCITY:Mexico publishedthe
documentonFridaythatUSPresident Donald Trump earlier
flauntedasa“secretdeal”tocurb
migration, but denied that it
yielded to his demands for a
so-called “safe third country”
agreement.
Mexico’s foreign minister
Marcelo Ebrard underwent a
grilling in congress, where lawmakers demanded details on
what exactly he agreed to in the
last-minute deal brokered with
the US a week ago to dodge
Trump’sthreattoimpose5%tariffs on all imports from Mexico.
Angry over a surge of Central
Americans seeking US asylum,
TrumphasbeenpushingMexico
to agree to a deal in which
migrantsenteringMexicanterritorywouldhavetoapplyforrefugee status there - and not in the
US.
The language in the “supplementaryagreement”releasedby
Mexicoappearstoresemblethat.
However, Mexico’s foreign ministry insisted the document was
“not a binding bilateral agreement”.
Rather, it the document says
the two sides agree to immediately open talks to arrive at just
that, in which Mexico “would

R E A L E S TAT E , S T O C K S & B O N D S

THE DOCUMENT SHOWS
WHAT THE US HAS BEEN
PUSHING FOR: A DEAL
IN WHICH MIGRANTS
ENTERING MEXICAN
TERRITORY SHOULD
APPLY FOR REFUGEE
STATUS IN MEXICO AND
NOT IN THE US.
accept the return, and process
refugee status claims, of thirdpartynationals”whocrossitsterritory to reach the US.
If in 45 days Washington
decidesthatMexicoCity’sefforts
tocurbmigrationarenotenough,
then the Mexican government
“will take all necessary steps
underdomesticlaw”tobringthat
agreement into force in another
45 days, the text says.
Trump had waved the document in front of reporters on
Tuesday to fend off critics. This
will now add fuel to the raging
debate over who got the best of
whom in the tariff row.
Also, the head of Mexico’s
National Migration Institute,
Tonatiuh Guillen, abruptly
resigned on Friday without giving a reason. He will be replaced
by prisons commissioner Francisco Garduno.

Arabia called for swift action to
secureGulfenergysupplies,after
theUSblamedIranforattackson
two oil tankers in a vital oil shipping route that have raised fears
of broader confrontation in the
region.
Thursday’s tanker attacks in
theGulfofOmanexacerbatedthe
antagonisticfalloutfromsimilar
blasts in May that crippled four
vessels. Washington, already
embroiledinastandoffwithIran
overitsnuclearprogramme,has
blamed Tehran.
Iranhas deniedanyroleinthe
strikesonthetankerssouthofthe
StraitofHormuz, amajortransit
route for oil from Saudi Arabia,
the world’s biggest crude
exporter,andother Gulfproducers.
Saudi energy minister Khalid
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Satellite image of the Strait of Hormuz, a strategic maritime choke
point with Iran situated at the top and UAE to the south. GETTY IMAGES

al-Falih said “there must be a
rapidanddecisiveresponsetothe
threat” to energy supplies, marketstabilityandconsumerconfidenceaftertheattacksintheGulf
area, the Saudi energy ministry
tweeted.
Iran,meanwhile,warned that

itwillcontinuescalingbackcompliancewithitsnucleardealcommitments unless other signatories show “positive signals”, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
told a meeting of Russian, Chinese and other Asian leaders in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

‘BE CAREFUL,’ SAYS
ARAB LEAGUE CHIEF
Ahmed Aboul Gheit, the head of
the Arab League, urged Iran to
“be careful and reverse course”.
He told UN chief Antonio Guterres in New York that there are
conflicting reports about Thursday’s tanker incidents.
UK JOINS US IN BLAMING
IRAN FOR ATTACKS
TheUKsaysitagreeswiththeUS
thatIranattackedtheoiltankers.
The foreign office said “it is
almost certain that a branch of
the Iranian military” attacked
the oil tankers.

PARIS PAYS TRIBUTE TO MIGRANT RESCUERS

Schools in Nepal

Ivanka and Kushner make Mandarin
earned $135mn in 2018 compulsory
Associated Press
n
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NEW YORK: Ivanka Trump and

n

A Pablo Picasso artwork titled
Head of Woman at an art
AFP
gallery in Beijing.

MORE THAN 100
WORKS: PICASSO
EXHIBITION
IN CHINA OPENS
Agence France-Presse
n
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JaredKushnertookinasmuchas
$135 million in revenue during
their second year as aides to US
PresidentDonaldTrump,generated from their vast real estate
holdings, stocks and bonds and
even a book deal, according to
their financial disclosures
released on Friday.
Ivanka Trump’s stake in her
family’s Washington DC hotel
down the street from the Oval
Office generated $3.95 million in
revenue in 2018, barely changed
from a year earlier.
The hotel, a favourite gatheringspotforforeigndiplomatsand
lobbyists, is at the centre of two
federallawsuitsclaimingDonald
Trump is violating the Constitu-

tion’sbanonforeigngovernment
payments to the president.
AnotherbigIvankaholding,a
trust that includes her personal
businesssellinghandbags,shoes
and accessories, generated $1
million in revenue in 2018, down
from $5 million the year before.
Ivanka announced in July of
lastyearthatsheplannedtoclose
her fashion company to focus on
her work as a White House
adviser for her father.
The disclosure for her husband, Kushner, shows that he
took inhundreds ofthousands of
dollars from his holdings of New
YorkCityapartmentsandthathe
owns a stake in the real estate
investment firm Cadre worth at
least$25million. Thedisclosures
werereleasedbytheWhiteHouse
andfiledwiththeUSofficeofgovernment ethics.

KATHMANDU: A Chinese govern-

ment’sproposalofcoveringsalaries of teachers in Nepal who
teach Mandarin have prompted
manyprivateschoolsinthecountry to make it mandatory for students to learn the language,
according to a media report.
Themovecameatatimewhen
the Chinese involvement in
Nepal is surging, largely on the
back of Beijing’s BRI project.
Aspertheguidelineslaiddown
by the curriculum development
centre,agovernmentbodywhich
designs school-level academic
curriculum,schoolsinNepalare
allowed to teach foreign languages, but they cannot make those
subjectsmandatoryforstudents.
The schools are aware of the
provision, but overlooked it as
theyaregettingMandarinteachers for free, the report said. PTI
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Installation by French artist Saype at the Champs de Mars
gardens in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. The artwork titled
Beyond Walls shows larger-than-life clasped hands in support of
AFP
migrant rescuers ahead of World Refugee Day on June 20.

BEIJING: The largest Picasso exhi-

bitioneverheldinChinaopenson
Saturday, featuring more than
100works-manyofthemfromthe
artist’s early years.
The Birth of a Genius exhibition brings together the best of
the Picasso Museum Paris, LaurentLeBon,themuseum’spresident told AFP.
Featuredworksincludepaintings, sculptures and drawings,
andareaccompaniedbyphotosof
theyoungPabloinBarcelonaand
Paris.ThefirstPicassoexhibition
inChinawasheldin1983,timedto
coincide with a Beijing visit by
then French president Francois
Mitterrand. Just 33 pieces of art
were put on display.
This year’s exhibition, which
runs until September 1 at the
UCCACenter forContemporary
Art in Beijing, focusesonthe artist’s first 30 years.
“Wearetryingtoshowmasterpieces like the blue Self Portrait,
for example, and display them
alongside a moremultidisciplinary Picasso,” Le Bon said.

BREAKING BARRIERS

C L I M AT E C H A N G E M AT T E R S

Who’ll be the first woman to walk on the moon?
Agence France-Presse
n
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WASHINGTON: More than 50

years after the end of the
Apollo programme, NASA
plans to return to the moon by
2024 to test the next generation of spacecraft ahead of an
eventual crewed mission to
Mars.
The new programme has
been named Artemis and it
will see the first woman to
walk on the moon.
It’s likely that the candidate will be selected from
among NASA’s current roster
of 12 female astronauts.
All 12 moonwalkers
between 1969 and 1972 were
men, and it wasn’t until 1983

n

Is American astronaut Sunita Williams in contention?

that Sally Ride became the
first US woman sent to space.
Four women of the 21st
class of astronauts, recruited

AFP/FILE

in 2013, represent a good mix
of youth and experience.
Anne McClain, an ex-army
helicopter pilot, and Christina

Koch, an engineer are currently on the International
Space Station till June. Koch
will soon beat the record for
the longest time a woman has
been in space - at 11 months.
Their colleagues Jessica
Meir and Nicole Mann are
also qualified and in the middle of their ISS training.
There’s no upper age limit
for space, which is good news
for Sunita Williams, who is
preparing for her third space
mission and will be 58 in 2024.
Predicting who will join
Neil Armstrong in the annals
of history isn’t an exact science, but experts say the proximity of the deadline means it
probably won’t be a new
recruit.

June 13 ‘meltdown’: Greenland
lost 2bn tons of ice in one day
IANS
n
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NEWYORK: In a sign that this year
could set record loss of Greenland ice, researchers have
found that on June 13, the
island’s ice sheet lost more than
two gigatons (a gigaton is equal
to one billion tons) of ice in just
a day due to a widespread melting event.
“Yesterday (13th June), we
calculate #Greenland #icesheet
lost more than 2 Gt of ice, melt
was widespread but didn’t quite
get to #SummitCamp which was
just below 0 degree C. The high
melt is unusual so early in the

season but not unprecedented,”
said the Greenland Twitter handle of the Arctic monitoring
website Polar Portal of the Danish Arctic research institutions.
Researchers found that the
epic Greenland melt event was
caused primarily by an atmospheric circulation in the Arctic
and North Atlantic.
The sudden spike in melting
on June 13 is comparable to
some spikes seen seven years
ago, Thomas Mote, a research
scientist at the University of
Georgia who studies Greenland’s climate, told CNN.
Melt-off early in the season
makes it easier for further ice

loss later in the season, Mote
said.
The Greenland melt season
started very early this season,
on April 30, which is the second
earliest in a record that
stretches back to 1980, according to scientists from Danish
Meteorological Institute.
“On average, the melt season
starts around May 26. So we are
almost a full month earlier this
year,” scientist Peter Langen
said in a statement released by
Polar Portal.
Scientists say one reason why
melting has spiked this year is
that Greenland experienced a
dry and cold winter.
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ICC WORLD CUP 2019

It’s no laughing matter: India
vs Pakistan vs the weather

Kohli refuses to
be swept up by
hype over clash

BIG FIGHT Virat Kohli’s side can be challenged only if the Pakistan top-order batsmen click and give their bowlers a chance

HT@
WORLD CUP

LEFT HAND
D
ADITYA IYER
MANCHESTER:At one point in the

DAVID GOWEER
It’s the hottest ticket in town so
it’s a shame the month we call
“Flaming June” has become
moreofanexpletivethanareflectionofthecurrenttemperatures.
However, there is nothing like a
cricketmatchbetweenIndiaand
Pakistantocreatesomeheatwith
the stakes as high as ever in a
World Cup.
I have been to Old Trafford
beforeforthesamematchandthe
main feature of the day was the
incredible and incessant noise
createdbythefansofbothteams,
neithersetwishingtobeoutdone
by the other in the enthusiasm
stakes.It’shardlyunexceptional,
it’s hardly news, but a highly
charged atmosphere is guaranteed.
Old Trafford normally produces good pitches designed to give
somethingtobatandball,though
the preparation of this pitch
might well have been disrupted
by the weather dubbed by ICC as
“unseasonal”.I’m sorry, butthis
is England and we tend to regard
our weather the same way as the
world sees the Pakistan cricket
team—we are never quite sure
what to expect day by day.
If conditions have veered
towards the bowlers, and the
quicker bowlers in particular,
then I have to say India have the
stronger attack. I have enjoyed
seeing Mohammad Amir and
WahabRiazbackinthePakistan
team. Both have had their issues
overtheyears;Amir’srehabilitation has not been entirely
straightforwardbuthisfivewicketsinthepreviousmatchareafillipforhim.Wahabisaplayerwho
you just like to see give everythingonthefieldandtohearfrom
afterwards(ifit’sbeenagoodday)
because of the infectious joy he
can spread.
However, on current form,
Bumrah, Kumar and Pandya
(maybeShamitooifconditionson
the day merit it) are a potent
force,onethatcouldconceivably
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do match threatening damage
bowling first. These 10.30 starts,
especially if it is overcast, can
encourage captains to go for the
early advantage, and one can
imagine either side relishing at
least some movement off the
seam.
BUMRAH AGAINST
THE LEFT-HANDERS
Bumrah for one will fancy the
challenge ofthetwoleft-handers
at the top of the Pakistan order.
Imam-ul-Haq looks in touch but
Fakhar Zaman is short of runs.
That Champions Trophy final
hundred two years ago was brilliantbutraisedexpectationsthat
hehasnotalwaysmatched.With
his extravagance of shot, Zaman
and the rest of us have to accept

that risk is part of his game but
that when it works it will be
worth watching. It is also only a
month ago that he was making
138 against England at the Ageas
BowlinSouthampton,andifheis
the sort of man to be inspired by
the big occasion then Old Trafford is the place for him.
Babar Azam played some of
themostbeautifulstraightdrives
against Australia, the mark of a
very fine player. But so much
rests on his shoulders and those
of Mohammad Hafeez, who has
beliedhis 38 yearsin thistournament so far. If it’s one of those
days and these four men fire
together it will give Pakistan’s
bowlerssomethingtoworkwith,
and from then on all things are
possible.

More likely though is that the
greater depth in India’s batting
and bowling will give them the
edge. Not only that, India would
appear to have much the better
fielding side too.
Pakistanwerewoefulwiththe
catchesthatwentbeggingagainst
Australia and India have a fieldingcoachinRSridharwhowants
his charges to “outfield their
opponents in all games”. Not
exactly ground-breaking stuff
and an obvious ambition for a
fieldingcoach,butonethat these
days is not as preposterous as it
was in the days when India
regarded fielding as an optional
extra.
So much of that improvement
stemsfromtheexamplesetbythe
captain. Kohli is not just the best

Virat Kohli’s energy levels as captain and fielder has rubbed off on
the India team while (R) Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq, Fakhar Zaman
and Hasan Ali too see the funny side of a much-awaited clash. AFP

batsman in the world (arguably)
but most likely the fittest and is
justthemostbrilliantfielder.His
energy levels as captain and
fieldermightbeenoughtopower
smallcities.Theyhaveworkedon
the less naturally athletic to
improve in this department so
that the whole unit now looks
sharp. Thatsortofintensityonly
helpsraisetheeffectivenessofan
already threatening bowling
attack.
SHIKHAR’S INJURY
IamsorrytoseeShikharDhawan
injured. I feel for any player who
has just found form like this and
in the same breath suffered an
injury that keeps them out for a
major part of the tournament. I
am assuming India’s progress

throughtothesemi-finalswillbe
serene enough and he has a
chance to reappear at the glory
endofitall. ButatleastKLRahul
knows what to do in his place at
the top of the order.
WithRohitingoodform,Kohli
beingKohliandthemiddleorder
allhavingcontributedsomething
atsomestagesofar,Isee thisline
up as just too strong. The one
thing that might bring the two
sides closer will be the weather
combined with the pitch. Lively
conditions could mean a tighter
contest at which stage India’s
greater professionalism and
depth should still see them
through.
David Gower will be writing a weekly
column for HT for the duration of the World
Cup

Indo-Pak: Box office hit, but a cricketing no-contest
@CRICKETWALLAH

AYAZ MEMON
Adayaftertherousingquarter-final in the 1996 World Cup, I met
MarkMascarenhas,lateownerof
WorldTel,whohadthebroadcast
rights for the tournament, in a
Bengaluruhotelforaninterview.
India’s heady victory over
Pakistan had the country still
agog,nonemoresothanMascarenhas.“Thisisbig,verybig,”was
his ecstatic opening line. I could
understandhis delight, butwhat
exactly did he mean?
“This match is a gamechanger,” he added, seeing my
quizzicallook.“Indo-Pakrivalry
will notonlyreplaceanyotherin
cricket for appeal, including
England versus Australia, but
any rivalry in any sport. It will
become bigger than even Germany versus France or England
in football.”
Mascarenhas’ passion for
cricket and nose for exploiting
opportunities in sport had made
him come prospecting to India,
andhehadmetwithhugesuccess
inthisWorldCup.Iwasskeptical
of his excitement though.
The extraordinary emotional

quotient in Indo-Pakcricketwas
obvious. But to suggest this
rivalry could be the ‘biggest’
seemed far-fetched, more so
given their volatile political ties
that had seen them engage in
cricket in a stop-start pattern for
half a century.
Twenty-three years later,
approaching Sunday’s match,
Mascarenhas’s words seem prescient.Considerthese.Ticketpricesforthis matchrangebetween
approx100 and800GBP (1 GBP is
approx ~90). On the eve of the
match,pricesforticketshadgone
up 4-5 times, despite the rain
threat. To give this perspective,
WorldCupticketsfortheAustralia-EnglandmatchatLord’swere
cheaperby60percent.Ifyoutake
the mark-up price for the IndiaPakistan game, it makes any
comparison silly.
About80,000-100,000fansfrom
the sub-continent (75% from
India) have come to England for
the World Cup from all over the
world, each spending approx.
~3.5-4.5 lakh,almost allclamouring for a seat at Old Trafford.
Many will go back disappointed.
The audience for this match is
expected to be about 1.5 billion,
makingitamongthemostviewed
sports contests on the planet.
The match has hogged media
space all over the sub-continent
and also caught attention else-

n

The India-Pakistan cricket fever has even turned ‘Universe Boss’
Chris Gayle into a fan with divided loyalties.
TWITTER

where. CNBC Europe did a specialfeatureonthismatch,calling
it among thebiggestsportsrivalries. I was part of a news show on
BBCwherethefocuswasmoreon
this match than the World Cup.
TV advertisement rates,
according to pink papers back
home, are as follows: An India

match ~10-12 lakh for a spot, a
non-India game ~3-4 lakh, the
Indo-Pak match ~25-35 lakh!
Broadcast rights for the World
Cup have grown geometrically,
and hinged essentially on the
Indo-Pak match.
Thefirstmantounlockthebox
office potential of Indo-Pak

cricket was Sheikh Abdul Rahman Bukhatir, who started
cricket in Sharjah in 1981 under
theaegisoftheCricketersBenefit
Fund Scheme (CBFS), initially
withunofficialmatchesbetween
teams from these two countries
before getting ICC recognition.
Sharjahbecameamajorvenue
for ODIs through much of the
1980s and 90s where every country participated, but Indo-Pak
cricket was the big money spinner. CBFS lost its allure after
beingsmearedwithallegationsof
corruptionandunderworld connections towards the turn of the
century.Itmustseemsurprising
now that India and Pakistan did
not play each other in the first
fourWorldCups.Theywerekept
apartinthegroupstagesostensibly because of political hostility
that existed then.
By the 1980s, however, relations between the two countries
improvedappreciably.Theirtwo
cricket boards in fact became
strong allies in the political
matrix of the sport (they weaned
the World Cup away from
England in 1987and brought it to
the sub-continent), and in 1992,
India and Pakistan played each
other for the first time in this
tournament.
It was a humdrum match in
Sydney, but the ball had been set
rolling. Since then the Indo-Pak

contest, fuelled by expanding
cable TV penetration and the
peculiar blow-hot-blow-cold
political relations between the
twonations,hasbecometheblue
ribandmatchofthetournament.
Ithasgrowninappeal,passion
and financial heft. Experts
reckon the monetisation potential of this rivalry has far more
scope for full actualisation.
Where cricket is concerned,
however, it’s been a one-way
street with India winning all six
times they have met, in conditionsasvariedasEngland(1999),
South Africa (2003), Australia
(1992, 2015)andIndia(1996, 2011).
Apartfromthequarter-finalin
1996 (Bengaluru) and the league
match in 2003 (Centurion Park),
World Cup matches have been
rathermediocre.Butthathasnot
deterredfansfromeithercountry
toinvestheavily—emotion,time
andmoney—inthetie,eachtime.
AnIndia-Pakistanmatch,particularlyintheWorldCup,brings
the sub-continent to a halt. However intense the accompanying
jingoism, what’s important is
that cricket keeps the conversationgoingbetweenthetwocountries, whichmakesfor a win-win
situation whatever theoutcome.
Hopefully, the rain gods will
understand and relent .
The writer is a senior cricket journalist.
Views are personal

Virat Kohli press conference, a
TV journalist wanted to know if
Sunday’s match in Manchester
was less a game between India
and Pakistan and more a contest
between the Indian captain and
fast bowler Mohammad Amir.
Kohli was also told that he was
asked this primarily because
the last time Kohli played
against Pakistan, in the final of
the Champions Trophy in 2017
here in England, Amir had dismissed him for cheap and the
Indian chase soon surrendered.
“I do not want to say anything
for your TRPs and neither do I
want to create exciting news,”
Kohli said in Hindi. “It’s not like
if I do well with the bat or if he
takes my wicket, the match will
end instantly. There are 10 other
players on both sides and they
have a much bigger role to play
than individuals.”
On the eve of the India-Pakistan match, Kohli was asked
this question in several different ways, just as he was asked
how he and his team had prepared to tackle the unpredictability factor of Sarfaraz
Ahmed’s side, who started this
tournament with a capitulation
against the West Indies and in
the very next game out-hit this
World Cup’s biggest hitting
team, England. In two different
languages and on five separate
occasions he said: “We are not
focused on them or what they
bring to the table, we are only
focused on what we can do as a
team.”
Pakistan’s Champions Trophy win of 2017 remained something of a theme in both press
conferences on Saturday, possibly because it was Pakistan’s
most significant win over India
in one-day cricket in the last
decade. For those who have to
drum up the possibility of a contest, like the host broadcasters
in England, footage from the
2017 final is the only groove to
hang a nail on, given that in
World Cups Pakistan has not
beaten India in six attempts and
this Indian team is supremely
consistent and Pakistan is
everything but.
But precisely because it is an
India-Pakistan match at a World
Cup, there is little drumming up
needed to fill the stands of Old
Trafford, or seat families in
front of their television sets
back home in India; and Pakistan’s coach, Mickey Arthur,
addressed just this when it was
his turn to sit behind the microphones.
“I saw some stats which said
the soccer World Cup final
attracted 1.6 billion viewers.
Tomorrow is likely to get 1.5 billion. It doesn’t get bigger or

ODIs: NUMBERS
THAT MATTER
Run rate at English
venues in last 10 years
Trent Bridge
Rose Bowl
Bristol County
Headingley
Sophia Gardens
The Oval
Riverside
Edgbaston
Lord’s
Old Trafford

6.17
6.07
5.92
5.86
5.56
5.55
5.54
5.39
5.34
5.1

Economy/Average of
seamers at Old Trafford
Economy rate

Bowling avg

32

18.09

27.48

6.25

4.02

5.19

Full

Good

Short

ODIs since 2017
Champions Trophy
INDIA

Category PAKISTAN

71.0% Win Percentage 39.0%
43.7 Batting Average 34.8
5.4
Run Rate
5.3
Centuries
18
35
29.6 Bowling Average 36.8
5.1
Economy
5.2
81.0% Catch Success 74.0%
more exciting than that,” said
Arthur. “I’m telling our players
in the dressing room, you could
be a hero tomorrow. Your
careers are going to be defined
by a moment in the game. You do
something incredible tomorrow, you’ll be remembered forever.”
If there is a tomorrow, that is.
As soon as the two press conferences at Old Trafford ended, the
skies darkened and heavy rain
pelted down on the covered
infield and exposed outfield.
The rain in Manchester is
renowned for its powdery and
pesky properties and the nature
of the downpour on Saturday
was far more severe. This is
mainly due to a storm passing
through England and more of
this rain, the heavy kind, is forecast for the second-half of Sunday.
When Kohli was asked about
the inclement weather, he said:
“Look, what we get is not in our
hands. Whatever we get, we
have to be mentally ready to go
in there and do what we need to
do.” He was indeed talking
about the rain and its unpredictability, but Kohli could well
have been speaking about Pakistan cricket’s most telling idiosyncrasy.
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Injury taking its toll at the World Cup
Abhishek Paul
n

n

Windies all-rounder Andre Russell has rocked batsmen in this World Cup with his bowling, but a dodgy
knee has also left him reeling, like in his follow through against England at the Ageas Bowl on Friday. AP

abhishek.paul@htlive.com

NEWDELHI:South Africa and hype
go hand in hand at World Cups.
Not this time. Perhaps the
absence of big names had led to
the low expectations. Still, they
hadtheprovenclassofDaleSteyn
and Hashim Amla.
Before Steyn could even roll
hisarms,thepacerwasoutwitha
recurringshoulderinjury.Inthe
opening game, Amla suffered a
concussion after being hit by a
JofraArcherbouncerandmissed
one game. Amla has recovered
but is yet to reach double figures
since then. Steyn’s injury meant
two-ODI-old left-arm pacer
Beuran Hendricks had to be

flown in. To further rattle South
Africa, fast bowler Lungi Ngidi
has suffered a hamstring injury.
With the first choice players
reeling under injury, South
Africaseemtohavelostteambalance. It has reflected on their
campaign. Three losses and a
washed out game means they
havetowintheremainingfive to
have a shot at a top four spot.
Injuryhastakenitstollonseveral teams with the tournament
barely a fortnight old. India has
not been spared either. Shikhar
Dhawan is out for at least two
weeks due to a hairline fracture
on his thumb, suffered against
Australia. The opener is not just
the only left-handed specialist
batsmanforIndia,heisapillarin

India’stoporderthathascarried
the batting fortunes.
Dhawan’s absence means the
battingorderwillhavetobeshuffled with KL Rahul coming up,
having batted at No. 4 in the first
three matches. Vijay Shankar or
DineshKarthikislikelytocomein.
England too have a worry
though there are no signs of
panic. Skipper Eoin Morgan is
doubtful for the June 18 game
against Afghanistan due to a
back spasm while opener Jason
Roy, theirsecond-highest scorer
(215runs)hasahamstringstrain.
A prolonged absence of the duo
will be bad news for the tournament favourites.
Injury has not been exclusive
topacersandtop-orderbatsmen.

All-rounders,spinnersandkeepers too have struggled.
Australia have been left worrying about their balance with
all-rounder Marcus Stoinis out
aftersufferingasidestraininthe
defeat against India. He sat out
Saturday’s game against Sri
Lanka after missing the West
Indies clash. Mitch Marsh has
been kept as standby and has
started training.
Shakib Al Hasan, Bangladesh’s most important player, is
downwithathighinjuryandwas
in doubt for the June 11 game
against Sri Lanka, before it was
abandoned due to rain.
Fitnesshasalsosparkedacontroversy in the Afghanistan
camp. Wicketkeeper and opener

Mohammad Shahzad was ruled
out of the World Cup by the team
managementcitingakneeinjury
and sent home. But the hard-hitting batsman has accused the
cricket Board of dumping him.
Leg-spinner Rashid Khan,
Afghanistan’s chief bowler, was
treatedforconcussionafterbeing
struck by New Zealand pacer
Lockie Ferguson. He was in the
eleven versus South Africa on
Saturday. West Indies allrounder Andre Russell has
shaken batsmen with hostile
bowling, but the team is hoping
he doesn’t buckle due to a knee
problem. He struggled against
England on Friday. Skipper
Jason Holder said it has become
tough to keep him on the field.
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Finch,StarctakeAussiesto
bigwinoverfumblingLanka
DOMINATING Australia skipper’s 153 and fast bowler’s four-wicket haul help script 87-run victory
scorecard

HT@
WORLD CUP
n

SOMSHUVRA LAHA
LONDON: Forexactly93deliveries,
Sri Lanka turned the clock back
toaneratheywereanirrepressible force with the bat. Pinch-hitting,asitwasknownwhenMark
Greatbatch first wowed audiencesinthe1992WorldCup,tookon
a completely different form four
yearslaterasSanathJayasuriya
and Romesh Kaluwitharana
went on to scrap a few conventions with their maverick batting. It sparked Sri Lanka’s renaissance, possibly never to be
repeated till Kusal Perera and
Dimuth Karunaratne decided to
have some fun on Saturday.
Australia’s pride took a beating. Fielders stayed rooted to
theirspotsasSriLanka’sopeners
flayedtheirbowlingtoraise100in
76 deliveries. Aaron Finch cut a
worried figure, trying to be as
defensiveaspossiblebutfielding
restrictionswerestillinplay.The
Oval— stacked with a lot of Sri
Lankans, few Englishmen and
fewer Australians—rejoiced
though. This was the first match
SriLankagottoplayafter10days.
AndwithnewsofSriLankafiling
anofficialcomplaintoverquality
of pitches and logistics provided
to them, their batsmen had to
prove it was not a case of grapes
gone sour.
Itwas still atall ask despite Sri
Lanka’s aggressive start. To
chase 334 on a fairly even pitch
required multiple big partnerships.SriLankajusthadone—an
opening partnership of 115 after
Kusal tried to play across to
MitchellStarc.Australiahadtwo

n

Aaron Finch’s 153 helped him become the highest run-getter of the
World Cup. He has 343 runs with one century and two fifties in the
GETTY IMAGES
tournament so far.

massive stands of 80 and 173
involvingSteveSmithandDavid
Warner with captain Aaron
Finch being the common batsmanwithaclassy153,thehighest
by an Australia captain in a
World Cup.
Finchmaynotprobablyfigure
too high on the list of Australian
batting greats. He doesn’t have
thegreatestdefence,hasthetendency to fall over to the incoming
deliverymakinghimacandidate
ripe for leg-before appeals and
rarely exudes the charm that is
associated with a Steve Smith or
RickyPonting.Essentiallyamiddle-orderbat turned openerwho
wentontomakeanameinTwenty20s, Finch is also an afterthought in the other formats. He
made his Test debut only nine
monthsback—intheeighthyear
of his international career—and
made his ODI debut in 2013.
Captaincy too came to Finch

Agencies
n

sportm@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Two-time Wimbledon

championAndyMurraywillface
Queen’s Club top seeds Juan
Sebastian Cabal and Robert
Farahwhen hemakeshis return
from hip surgery alongside
Spain’s Feliciano Lopez next
week.Murray,32,isplayingdoubles as he takes his first steps
back to the tour having undergoneahip resurfacingoperation
earlier this year.
Murrayisalsoexpectedtoplay
doublesattheEastbournechampionshipsthefollowingweekand
at Wimbledon.
QUARTARARO PIPS
MARQUEZ FOR POLE
CATALUNYA: Fabio Quartararo
denied MotoGP champion Marc
Marquez a home pole position in
qualifying for the Catalunya
Grand Prix on Saturday.
The 20-year-old Petronas
Yamaharookie,whohadsurgery
to his right arm 11 days ago and
also crashed in final practice,
lapped the Circuit de Catalunya
with a fastest time of one minute
39.484seconds.Hislapwasamere
0.015quickerthanHonda’schampionship leader.
Maverick Vinales made it two
Spaniardsonthefrontrowforthe
factory Yamaha team.
CROATIA’S VEKIC WINS
12 CONSECUTIVE GAMES
NOTTINGHAM: Croatian Donna
Vekic reached the final of the
weather-hit Nottingham Open
grasscourteventon Saturdayas
she came from a set down to win
12consecutivegamesagainstTatjana Maria. Vekic, the second
seed, lost a tight opener before
storming to a 5-7, 6-0, 6-0 victory.
Evenwhen Vekicled5-0in the
decider there was another rain
interruption,butshereturnedto
completethe win.Vekicwillface
either French top seed Caroline
Garcia or American Jennifer
Brady in Sunday’s final.
FOUR INDIANS EYE SPOT
IN WORLD EVENT
MUMBAI:Four Indianrunnersare
eyeing a place in the 2019 IAU
24-Hour World Ultra Marathon
Championship to be held in
France in October. Lallu Lal
Meena and Yamini Kothari and
PranayaMohantyareattempting
it during the 24 Hour Stadium
Run at the Mumbai University
track, which began at 6pm
on Saturday.

D Warner b de Silva
26 (48)
A Finch c Karunaratne b Udana
153 (132)
U Khawaja c Udana b de Silva 10 (20)
S Smith b Malinga
73 (59)
G Maxwell not out
46 (25)
S Marsh c Siriwardana b Udana 3 (9)
A Carey run out
4 (3)
P Cummins run out
0 (1)
M Starc not out
5 (4)
n Extras (lb-4, nb-1, w-9)
14
n Total (for 7 wkts, 50 overs)
334
n FoW: 1-80, 2-100, 3-273, 4-278,
5-310, 6-317, 7-320
n Bowling: L Malinga 10-1-61-1, N
Pradeep 10-0-88-0, I Udana 10-057-2, T Perera 10-0-67-0, D de
Silva 8-0-40-2, M Siriwardana
2-0-17-0
n

Sri Lanka

D Karunaratne c Maxwell b

jaya de Silva, hitting him for two
consecutive sixes down the
ground. This was after he had
taken back-to-back boundaries
off Lasith Malinga and Thisara
Perera.
With Smith too hitting the
ground running, Australia
motored to 250 in the 41st over.
Twice Finch had missed out on a
hundred before this in the World
Cup. Not here though as he
broughtitupwithahugesixover
long-off. He went on to bat till the
43rd over. Karunaratne, dismissedthreeshortofhiscentury,
lasted 32.1 overs. Sri Lanka lost
the match there.
All the adrenaline provided in
those initial overs made for a
great highlights package, not a
properly planned chase.

97 (108)

K Perera b Starc

52 (36)

L Thirimanne c Carey b Behrendorff
16 (26)
K Mendis c Carey b Starc

30 (37)

A Mathews c Carey b Cummins 9 (11)
M Siriwardana b Starc

3 (4)

T Perera c Warner b Starc

7 (3)

D de Silva not out

16 (30)

I Udana c Finch b Richardson

8 (8)

L Malinga c Khawaja b Richardson
1 (5)
N Pradeep c Carey b Cummins 0 (7)
n Extras (lb-2, w-6)
8
n Total (all out, 45.5 overs)
247
n FoW: 1-115, 2-153, 3-186, 4-205,
5-209, 6-217, 7-222, 8-236, 9-237
n Bowling: M Starc 10-0-55-4, P
Cummins 7.5-0-38-2, J Behrendorff
9-0-59-1, K Richardson 9-1-47-3, G
Maxwell 10-0-46-0

Warner presents signed
shirt to injured net bowler
Press Trust of India
n
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LONDON: David Warner on Satur-

daypresentedasignedteamshirt
to the Indian origin net bowler
JaykishanPlahawhowasstruck
on the head by a powerful drive
from the Australian opener.
Warner met Plaha ahead of
Australia’s game against Sri
Lankaandpresentedhimwithan
autographed team shirt.
“Last week, Jaykishan Plaha
was hit on the head by a David
Warner drive during an Australia training session,” said a post
ontheofficialWorldCupTwitter
handle.“Today,Warnermetboth
Jaykishan and his mum before
play, presented Jaykishan with
an Australia shirt and wished
him a speedy recovery.”
“Hope you recover well. I
appreciateyourunderstanding,”
Warner said in the video.
The incident took place ahead

n

David Warner hands a signed Australia jersey to Jaykishan Plaha
ICC TWITTER
ahead of Australia’s game against Sri Lanka.

ofAustralia’sclashwithIndiaon
Sunday. Australia had immediately stopped their training session as the team’s medical staff
andparamedicsrushedtoattend
aninjuredPlaha.The22-year-old
spentfournightsinaLondonhospital.
Plaha, who was seen happily

chatting with Warner in the
video, thanked the explosive
opener for his gesture.
“Warner gave me his match
shirtfromthe WorldCup.Really
appreciateit.Whathappenedwas
thatIgothitontheheadbyDavid
Warneronthefrontdrive,”Plaha
said in a video posted on Twitter.

WHEN IT RAINS IN ENGLAND...

standings
Team P

W

L

Pts

NRR

Aus

5

4

1

8

0.812

NZ

4

3

0

7

2.163

Eng

4

3

1

6

1.557

Ind

3

2

0

5

0.539

SL

5

1

2

4

-1.778

WI

4

1

2

3

0.666

Ban

4

1

2

3

-0.714

Pak

4

1

2

3

-1.796

SA

4

0

3

1

-0.952

Afg

3

0

3

0

-1.493

Updated till Ausv SL match

n

With four matches washed out in the World Cup so far, Iceland Cricket tweeted this picture with
the caption: ‘28 consecutive rain-free days here in Reykjavík. Other countries in Europe were
TWITTER
available to host this World Cup. Just saying. #CWC19.’

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

ROUNDUP

Murray to face
top seeds in
Queen’s Club
doubles return

out of crisis. Tim Paine was
pluckedoutofwildernessandput
in charge of the Test and ODI
teamstillAustraliarealisedtheir
limitedovers’reputationwastaking a massive stick.
With Smith serving an international ban, it had to be finally
Finch. Runs were required
though to shore up his confidence, after making just one fifty
in 12 matches till the series
against Pakistan where Finch
had scores of 116, 153*, 90, 39, 53.
Finch has continued in the
sameveinthisWorldCupaswell,
proving Australia’s batting is
more than about Smith and
Warner. He survived a review,
was scratchy at first but the ball
found the middle of his bat more
often.Warnercouldn’tcapitalise
onthestartbutFinchhadfounda
different gear by the time the
openingpartnershipwasbroken.
He took on off-spinner Dhanan-

Richardson

Australia

21

BAYS NO 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR 4, PANCHKULA
RESULT
On the basis of Recruitment Test for the posts of 'A' Class Naib Tehsildar (Apprentices) Gazetted
Class-II (Group-‘B’) in Revenue and Disaster Management Department, Haryana conducted by the
Haryana Public Service Commission on 26.05.2019, the candidates, three times the number of vacancies
along with bracketed candidates, if any bearing the following Roll Nos. have been declared qualified for
Viva- Voce provisionally. subject to the fulfillment of all eligibility conditions. It is also made clear that mere
being declared successful in this examination, the candidates will not be entitled for any right for the said
posts. All the representation filed by various candidates regarding wrong questions/answers for the aforesaid
Recruitment Test have been considered and decided finally. The following Roll Nos. are category-wise & in
ascending order, not in the order of merit:'A' Class Naib Tehsildar
Category: General (No. of Posts 38 X 3 114 +27 Bracketed 141)
104830
106430 106468 128177 132578 141654 145123 146553 150383 153056
154700
160293 161916 161917 161946 165289 166447 167386 169001 179694
181898
183335 185963 186039 188514 189693 191995 193902 195230 195822
204104
210160 214444 217881 222704 223878 223893 225099 225779 226679
229404
230422 230427 230610 230854 231874 232085 232652 232793 232820
232929
233371 234132 234188 235830 236497 236813 237115 237155 237215
237751
237829 238050 238613 239488 239952 242697 242847 242934 243119
248003
249048 249161 250484 251838 252089 253208 253458 253468 253571
253587
254023 254265 254280 254466 255686 256450 256861 257755 259224
259698
260013 260843 262679 263560 265732 271117 271343 272120 272383
273656
275528 276889 276963 277163 278053 281509 282903 283388 284439
284753
285251 286873 287698 288449 289044 289124 289757 293625 294351
294560
296282 296289 296410 298343 301588 302703 304165 306715 310398
310821
310915 315349 315410 318447 323838 324346 324736 329753 330293
336641
Category: SC of Haryana (No. of Posts -12 X 3 = 36 +02 Bracketed = 38)

111145
232453
253048
278545

146187
235043
253689
281545

146390
236786
253919
283771

154508
238282
254337
286987

159837
241065
255692
290143

166950
242304
255814
294458

168357
243079
260849
301888

204388
246424
264500
307198

231211
252718
265056

231243
252913
271639

232747
296686

234726
302384

239032
304498

242297
308847

307191

316422

188201

211914

243817

249519

Category: BCA of Haryana (No. of posts - 7 X 3 = 21)

111314
242798
337804

144496
244909

150360
266915

157079
269032

205086
286401

230191
287363

Category: BCB of Haryana (No. of posts - 3 X 3 = 9 + 01 Bracketed = 10)

105885

122836

158931

222773

231623

238786

251481

306975

Category: EBP (G) of Haryana (No. of posts - 4 X 3 = 12 + 3 Bracketed = 15)

114085
219084

118994
220776

126708
221813

151351
224761

154378
228134

160326

171802

187205

Category: ESM of Haryana (No. of posts - 4 X 3 = 12 + 02 Bracketed = 14)

229832
249831

230938
250351

232052
291605

232507
293311

232736

235110

236329

242158

Category: General - PH (Ortho) of Haryana - (No. of posts - 1 X 3 = 3)

100952

102066

102215

Category: SC - PH (Ortho) of Haryana (No. of posts - 1 X 3 = 3)

100796
102262
102472
Note:
1. While preparing the result, due care has been taken. However, any inadvertent error cannot be ruled out. The
Commission reserves its right to rectify any error at a later stage.
2. The aforesaid qualified candidates will have to appear in the Viva-Voce for which they will be informed separately
through an announcement which will be displayed on the Commission's website and also published in various
newspapers.
3. All the above qualified candidates are directed to send hard copies of their online application forms alongwith selfattested copies of their certificates/ supporting documents to the Commission's office addressed to the Secretary,
HPSC, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B, Sector - 4, Panchkula (Haryana) through registered post or by personal delivery
at reception up to 21st June, 2019 at 5:00 PM, failing which their candidature will not be considered for this
recruitment. The Commission will not be responsible for late delivery of hard copies of online forms by the postal
or courier services.
4. Where no post for any reserved category is available, the candidates applying as a candidates of that particular
category have been considered as General Category candidates subject to the fulfillment of all the eligibility
conditions (except fees) as meant for General Category candidates.
5. The above result is further subject to outcome of CWP No. 14027/2019 pending before Hon'ble Punjab & Haryana
High Court
6. This result is also available on Commission's website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 13-06-2019
Haryana Public Service Commission, Panchkula
76928
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No Neymar, no problem as
Brazil make winning start
COPA AMERICA Selecao ride on Philippe Coutinho’s second half brace to beat Bolivia in opener
Agence France-Presse
n
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SAO PAULO: A brace from Philippe

Coutinho handed hosts Brazil a
winning start to the Copa America on Friday in a 3-0 victory over
Bolivia as the absence of superstar Neymar was quickly forgotten.
Barcelona’s Coutinho scored
from the penalty spot early in the
second half and added a closerange header three minutes
later.
Substitute Everton netted a
sensational third five minutes
from time to clinch a Group A
victory for coach Tite’s tournament favorites in Sao Paulo.
The build-up to the competition had been dominated by Neymar’s woes, firstly when he was
accused of rape by a Brazilian
model, and then when he damaged ankle ligaments in a
friendly last week, forcing him
out of the Copa.
If Brazil’s first half performance was anything to go by, the
Paris Saint-Germain star was
sorely missed, but Coutinho’s
brace at least silenced the jeers
that met the team at half-time.
“Whistles are part of the
game, the fans want us to win
and play well, so that’s why they
jeer,” said the match-winner,
whose goals papered over the
cracks of an at times disjointed
performance.
“We always want their support but we’re focused on the
objective, which is the match,”
Coutinho told Brazil’s SportTV.
“Whistles or cheers, the
important thing is to stay
focused and get the win.”
Brazil made a bright start and
predictably dominated the early
possession and chances.
But surprisingly their greatest threat came from set-pieces
with Coutinho’s corner delivery
causing panic in the Bolivian
backline.
Bolivia’s goalkeeper Carlos
Lampe made an instinctive block
from a Roberto Firmino flick
that came straight at him.
And a few minutes later, towering center-half Thiago Silva
was left unmarked eight yards

n

Brazil's Philippe Coutinho (no. 11 in white) in action against Bolivia during their Copa Americana clash in Sao Paulo on Friday.

out to meet another Coutinho
delivery, but he inexplicably
headed well wide.
The pitch at the Morumbi stadium wasn’t helping flowing
football, with Bolivia in particular struggling to string passes
together.
“We’ve got to be honest, Brazil
beat us and beat us well,” said
Bolivia coach Eduardo Villegas.
Brazil, wearing white shirts
and blue shorts, weaved almost
geometric patterns around their
unambitious visitors but struggled to test Lampe.
Their best chances came from
Bolivian mistakes and Richarlison should have scored into an
open goal when a woeful Lampe
clearance went straight to him,
but the Everton forward failed to
lift the ball over defender Adrian
Jusino, who headed clear from
the edge of the 18-yard box.

›

Whistles are part of the game, the fans want us to
win and play well, so that’s why they jeer. We always
want their support but we’re focused on the objective.
PHILIPPE COUTINHO, on the team being booed by fans at half-time.

BARRAGE OF JEERS
With 10 men behind the ball,
Bolivia were proving hard to
break down but Casemiro went
close with what appeared to be a
shanked cross that drifted just
beyond Lampe’s far post with the
goalkeeper scrambling to cover
it.
Tite’s team were treated to a
barrage of jeers from the 67,000
crowd when the half-time whistle went.
Bolivia’s best moment had
perhaps been a cheeky nutmeg of
Casemiro by Raul Castro on the
edge of his own 18-yard box. It

had been slim pickings.
Fans’ spirits were quickly
lifted after the restart, though, as
Coutinho fired home from the
spot on 50 minutes after a contentious penalty award.
Richarlison’s attempted cross
struck Jusino’s arm, which was
by his side and only slightly
away from his body, but after
consulting the video assistant
referee, Argentine handler Nestor Pitana pointed to the spot.
Bolivia were stunned and just
three minutes later their defence
went missing as Firmino
reached the bye line and chipped
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PARIS: Two-time Olympic cham-

Gary Woodland plays a shot during the second round of the US Open at Pebble Beach on Friday.

AFP

Woodland takes lead as
Lahiri fails to make cut
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PEBBLEBEACH,CALIFORNIA:An impos-

sible par from the rough. An
improbable birdie from a divot.
If Gary Woodland can handle
whatever comes his way this
weekend as well as he did Friday,
he might be holding a trophy at
the end of the US Open.
Woodland brought his power
game to the majors once again,
shooting 6-under 65 to head into
the weekend at 9 under and with
a two-shot lead over Justin Rose.
The 65 matched the record for
a US Open at Pebble Beach — a
number previously shot by Rose
on Thursday, and Tiger Woods 19
years ago.
For Woodland, the feat
appeared virtually undoable as
he lined up a chip from the deep
rough just past the canyon that
separates the eighth fairway and
green — his second-to-last hole.
He made a delicate chip to 15 feet,
then sank the putt to save par and
give him momentum heading to
No. 9.
“That’s one you’re hoping to
get close, but it’s nice when it goes
in,” Woodland said.
Pumped from that make, he hit
a 316-yard drive into the middle of
the fairway on the 526-yard par-4
ninth. Perfect, except it came to
rest in a divot. Woodland grabbed
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LONDON: Chelsea owner Roman
Abramovich has hired some of
the world’s highest-profile managers during his 16-year reign,
but relative rookie Frank Lampard is emerging as the favourite
to occupy the Stamford Bridge
hotseat.
With Italian Maurizio Sarri’s
departure to Juventus reported
to be imminent, club talisman
Eden Hazard already departed to
Real Madrid and a FIFA transfer
ban looming, Chelsea have
arrived at crossroads.
Derby County boss Lampard,
adored by the Chelsea faithful for
his record-breaking goalscoring
exploits during a trophy-laden 13
years in west London, could be
the ideal candidate to lead them
in a new direction.
The 40-year-old earned plaudits for taking Derby into the
Championship playoffs in his
first year as a manager – even if
they just missed out on promotion to Aston Villa.
During a playing career in
which he won 11 major trophies
with Chelsea, Lampard always
stood out as a smart cookie.
He has taken his inquisitive

n
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Frank Lampard.

REUTERS

mind into the managerial ranks
and proved a fast learner at Derby
where his blueprint was an intelligent passing game and a trust in
youngsters.
Three of them – Chelsea loanees Fikayo Tomori, Mason Mount
and Tammy Abraham – were
involved in the play-off final at
Wembley and could all be back at
Stamford Bridge next season.
With teenager Callum Hudson-Odoi having made the breakthrough under Sarri last season,
Lampard would appear the ideal
choice to construct a Chelsea side
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based on youth, perhaps with
Derby assistant and former team
mate Jody Morris, alongside.
Conversely, Lampard might
feel it is the wrong time to make
such a big move. He would, however, be welcomed by the fans
who would show him more
patience than they did Sarri
despite him taking them to third
in the Premier League and winning the Europa League.
Several former team mates are
in no doubt that he would be a
success if given the chance to
return to the club he left to join
Manchester City in 2014. “He is
the perfect choice. People talk
about experience and what-not
but what experience did Pep
(Guardiola) have when he went
into Barcelona’s first team? He
trained the younger kids at the
club,” Rio Ferdinand said this
week.
Former Chelsea striker Didier
Drogba says Lampard’s lack of
top-flight managerial experience
should not be a factor.
“Does he have to wait until he
is 50 to be ready?” Drogba was
quoted in the Metro. “I think it
depends on your experience and
depends on your desire to succeed and do it. If he feels ready I
don’t think it is too early.”

Taylor puts England in Round of 16

Semenya declines
Rabat 800m race,
say organisers

n

Lampard could be man to
lead Blues in new direction

7-iron, gouged it out to the right
side of the green — then made
that 50-footer to take a two-shot
lead over Rose.
“It was a nice putt to go in, and
kind of keep the momentum
going,” Woodland said.
That birdie dropped him to a
cumulative 22-under par in the
first two rounds of the last four
majors. He had the lead heading
into the weekend in one of those
majors — the 2018 PGA at Bellerive — and played Saturday with
Brooks Koepka and Sunday with
Woods.
But it turned out to be a bit too
much. Woodland shot 71-69 over
the weekend and finished in a tie
for sixth.
“You learn you have to stay
within yourself. You can’t get
caught up in what’s going on
around you,” he said. “Obviously
there’s a lot more noise going on.
Playing with Tiger on Sunday, I’d
never seen anything like that.”
Tiger won’t be anywhere near
him at Pebble Beach on Saturday.
He finished with a pair of bogeys
to shoot 72 and finished at evenpar — still among the 79 players to
make it through to the weekend,
but with tons of room to make up
and not much time to do it.
“We’ve got a long way to go,
and we’ll see how it shapes up for
tomorrow,” Woods said.
There were 10 players within

five shots of the lead, including
Koepka, in search of his third
straight title, and Rory McIlroy,
who made double-bogey on No. 14
after failing to hit the green with
wedge on two straight shots. But
he followed that with back-toback birdies to finish at 5 under.
Patrick Reed flubbed a chip at
the right of the 18th green and
snapped his wedge over his thigh.
He made double-bogey there to
make the cut on the number, at 2
over.
Francesco Molinari was cruising at 5 under before he put one in
the canyon on No. 8 — the start of
a double-bogey-bogey finish that
left him tied for 19th, at 2 under.
“I liked it more before the last
two holes,” Molinari said, when
asked about his position.
Woodland liked his position
best. But it’s the US Open. Nobody
can feel too comfortable.
LAHIRI EXITS
Anirban Lahiri ended a forgettable week as he added a six-over to
his first round 74 to crash out of
the US Open early. The 31-yearold Indian, playing his first Major
in 2019, never really got going in
either round. He was four-over
after three on the first day, and on
the second day he was three-over
after the first two holes and never
had a chance to make up for the
first day 74.

pion Caster Semenya will not run
her specialist 800m distance at
Rabat on Sunday despite having
received an invitation to do so, in
the latest twist of her bitter court
battle over gender rules.
“She received an invitation but
is unable to organise her schedule
to come to Rabat,” organiser
Alain Blondel told AFP.
Semenya was cleared to take
part in the Diamond League
meeting after Switzerland’s top
court rejected an IAAF request to
re-impose rules obliging her to
lower her testosterone levels.
Organisers of the Morocco
event had initially refused to
allow the South African to take
part but on Friday they “confirmed her invitation”.

REUTERS

the ball to the back post for Coutinho to head home from barely
two yards out.
EVERTON’S BELTER
Reluctant to push men forward,
Bolivia never looked like getting
back into the match.
“If you want to qualify (for the
knock-out stages) you have to
attack a little more,” admitted
Villegas.
And Coutinho’s corners continued to present Brazil with
their best chances, as Marquinhos headed straight at Lampe
from seven yards with 15 minutes left.
The game had slowed to
almost walking pace when substitute Everton scored a sensational third, cutting in from the
left wing before firing an unstoppable shot into the far corner
with Lampe rooted to the spot.

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LEHAVRE,FRANCE: As roommates at

the Women’s World Cup, Jodie
Taylor and Beth Mead have built
a connection that helped lead
England into the second round of
the tournament.
Mead delivered a low cross
from the left flank and Taylor
sneaked into a central location,
nudging the ball into the net to
earn a 1-0 victory over Argentina
on Friday and secure England’s
place in the second round with a
game to spare in Group D.
“I just knew where Beth was
going to play it,” Taylor said. “It
must be roommates becoming
more connected. It was such a
good ball from Beth. I do believe
the closer you are as a team the
better your performance will be
on the pitch.”
Argentina had frustrated
England for 61 minutes and goalkeeper Vanina Correa was nearly
flawless — she even stopped a
penalty kick — until Taylor and

n

Jodie Taylor.
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Mead connected on the gamewinning goal.
Taylor’s goal ended a 540-day
scoring drought that had stymied
the Golden Boot winner from the
2017 European Championship.
ITALY BEAT JAMAICA
REIMS: In a Group C game, Italy
thrashed Jamaica 5-0 with Cristiana Girelli scoring a hat-trick
and Aurora Galli netting a brace.
The win put Italy on top of the
group with a perfect six points.
“We never thought we would
have got this kind of result at the
outset of the tournament,” said
Italy coach Milena Bertolini.

NETHERLANDS WIN
VALENCIENNES: Vivianne Miedema
became her country’s all-time
record goal-scorer with a brace as
the Netherlands saw off a spirited
Cameroon 3-1 on Saturday to
secure a place in the last 16.
Miedema’s goals came either
side of a close-range Dominique
Bloodworth strike for the European champions in Valenciennes, with Gabrielle Aboudi
Onguene netting for Cameroon.
The Dutch have won two out of
two in Group E and their place in
the knockout rounds is therefore
secure before they take on
Canada in Reims next week.
Miedema’s double means the
22-year-old forward already has
60 international goals, making
her the all-time top scorer for the
Netherlands women’s side.
“I am 22 years old and I hope I
have a nice career in front of me.
I have no idea where this will end,
but as long as I continue playing
at his level I hope to keep adding
more goals,” said the Arsenal
star.

Archery worlds: India bag two bronze
Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DEN BOSCH, NETHERLANDS: Jyothi
Surekha Vennam produced a
stellar show to help India clinch
two bronze medals in the compound women’s section of Archery World Championships here
on Saturday.
The Asian Games silver medallist first led the fightback in the
team event by shooting six perfect 10s out of eight arrows as
India, also featuring Muskan
Kirar and Raj Kaur, bounced
back to down Turkey 229-226 in
the bronze play-off.
Jyothi then clinched another
bronze in the evening session
when she pipped world number
two Yesim Bostan of Turkey 10-9
in the shoot-off after the duo were
locked 145-all in five ends of 15
arrows each.
“Last time (Mexico City 2017)
we won a silver but no regrets. We
are happy to finish on the podium
this time too,” Jyothi said.

n

Jyothi Surekha Vennam won an individual bronze.

“World Championship medal
means a lot as it comes after two
years,” added the 22-year-old
from Vijayawada.
India are also in the fray for a
possible first ever World Championship gold medal when the
men’s recurve team takes on
China Sunday, in a bid to better
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their Madrid 2005 silver medal.
Jyothi, however, did not have
the perfect start to the day when
she shot in the outer circle for an
8 in the women’s team bronze
play-off as the Turk team of
Yesim, Gizem Elmaagacli and
Ipek Tomruk shot four perfect
scores to win the first end by two

points (57-55).
In the second end, the Turkey
team failed to find the centre even
once, while shooting an 8. The
Indians snatched the opportunity
and grabbed a three-point lead,
winning by 58-53 with Jyothi finding her rhythm back. Trailing by
three points at the midway stage,
the Turks got off to a solid start to
the third end with four perfect
shots and an X to aggregate 58.
But the Indians remained
unnerved and shot three 10s and
one closest to the centre to level
the third end (58-58) before holding their nerves with a consistent
58 to level the fourth end.
In the individual bronze playoff, Jyothi was at her best to shoot
three perfect 10s, including two
closest to the centre, for a 145-145
draw, forcing the match into the
tie-break.
There was no stopping Jyothi
as she shot another perfect shot of
10 while her opponent wilted
under pressure to miss the mark
by one point.

India hammer South Africa to claim Series Finals title
B Shrikant
n

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

BHUBANESWAR: The last time India

had lost to South Africa was at
the 2012 London Olympics, the
Africans relegating the eighttime champions to 12th and last
position with a battling 3-2 win.
Since then, India had beaten
South Africa twice, 5-0 at the 2018
World Cup and 5-2 at the 2014
Commonwealth Games.
The hosts were thus expected
to register a comprehensive victory in the summit clash of the
FIH Men’s Series Finals hockey
tournament here on Saturday.
Both teams had already
achieved the target they had set
off for, clinching a berth in the
Olympic qualifying tournament
to be held later this year by
reaching the title clash here.
Their mission accomplished,
India registered a comfortable
5-1 victory in the final against
South Africa to claim the top spot
in the competition. Harmanpreet Singh and Varun Kumar
struck a brace each while Vivek
Sagar Prasad slotted home the

n

India players celebrate their victory on Saturday.

fourth goal. For South Africa,
Richard Pautz scored the lone
consolation in the 53rd minute,
off a penalty corner deflection.
It was a neat performance
from India—they were not
expected to be stretched by their
opponents here as all of them
were ranked quite low. And
apart from a 3-1 struggle against
Poland, India comfortably won
the other games.
On Saturday, India stepped
onto the turf with purpose and
dominated the first half, surging

ARIJIT SEN/HT PHOTO

ahead 3-0 by scoring twice in the
first quarter and once in the second. That virtually killed whatever fight South Africa had.
The hosts earned a penalty
corner off their first attack in the
second minute and Varun
Kumar slotted home a low drag
flick to the left of diving goalkeeper Rassie Pieterse. They had
a couple of more chances but
couldn’t capitalise as both
Akashdeep and Vivek Prasad
missed. But they scored off their
second penalty corner, Harman-

preet Singh producing a powerful flick to the right of Pieterse in
the 11th minute.
India established midfield
superiority early to dominate
possession in the first half. They
easily breached the South African defence but the forwards
didn’t capitalise. South Africa
managed to break the shackles
and launch a couple of attacks,
but forward Ngobile Ntuli could
not convert a chance created by
Rayan Julius midway through
the second quarter.
India made it 3-0 in the 25th
minute when they got a penalty
stroke after Birendra Lakra was
stick-checked when he was
about to take a shot at goal. Harmanpreet converted the stroke.
Vivek Prasad then capitalised
on a superb attack by Mandeep
Singh, who weaved past a couple
of defenders in the circle and
passed to Vivek, who powered
home a reverse hit, making it 4-0.
Varun then added a fifth in the
49th minute, four minutes before
Pautz’s consolation goal.
Earlier, Japan beat USA 4-2 to
finish third in the tournament.

WOMEN’S
TEAM BEATS
URUGUAY
Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HIROSHIMA: The Indian

women’s hockey team
began their campaign at
the FIH Series Finals
with an impressive 4-1
win over Uruguay here
on Saturday. Ranked
No.9 in the world, the
Indian team opened its
account through captain
Rani in the 10th minute.
Gurjant Kaur doubled
the team’s lead in the 21st
minute before Jyoti
added a third in the 40th
minute. Uruguay pulled
a goal back through
Maria Teresa Viana
Ache in the final quarter
before Lalremsiami
made it 4-1.
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VARUN WILL
BE AVERY
GOOD FATHER:
DAVID DHAWAN

Kriti Sanon feels
the ‘item number’
tag is sexist

‘Notcalledanitem
numberwhenSRK
orSalmansirdoit’

HT CITYIVE
EXCLUS

On Father’s Day, we catch up with
industry’s Jodi No. 1 — the Dhawan duo

Shreya Mukherjee
Juhi Chakarborty
his father-son duo makes
for a great director-actor
pair. While filmmaker
David Dhawan is known
for directing massy hits (such
as Hero No.1 and Biwi No.1);
his son, actor Varun Dhawan,
is the hero of the masses (Sui
Dhaaga and Humpty Sharma
Ki Dulhania). As a team, they
have delivered two hits — Main
Tera Hero and Judwaa 2, and
they will soon embark on their
third, Coolie No. 1. On Father’s
Day, today, we catch up with
this adorable and playful Jodi
No.1 of the film industry.
Excerpts:

T

From father-son to director-actor,
was the transition difficult?
DAVID: I treat Varun like I
treat any other actor, rather
worse. If he gives a bad shot, I

reprimand him in front of
everyone... But he is good with
improvisations. In the first
film, he was a little nervous.
But in Judwaa 2, he was a full
on commercial hero.
VARUN: And that’s the kind of
relationship I want to share
with every director. I’m very
selfish when it comes to my
films. My endeavour is to push
myself... Working with dad is
an extremely satisfying
experience, creatively. Also, he
pushes me to think.

One quality of each other that you
wish you had...
VARUN: The way he faces
adversity. After every failure,
he has come back stronger. I
remember in 2000s, his career
had a bad dip and almost three
consecutive films didn’t work,
he was written off. Then, he
came back with a massive hit,

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. He has
never waited for big stars. I
wish I had that quality. I don’t
want to only wait for big
directors. I want to be able to do
well with new directors or with
those whose previous films
haven’t done well.
DAVID: The way he looks
after his body, I wish I had that
quality (laughs). I can’t resist
good food and he’s like ‘what
are you trying to do’?

On Father’s Day, we want to ask
you, David, how do you think Varun
will be as a father, when he does
become one?
DAVID: I know he will be a
very good father. Niyara (Rohit
Dhawan’s one-year-old
daughter), loves him.
VARUN: I’m already doing
everything — from changing
nappies to things one does
when raising a baby, with my

niece. But I don’t want her to
see me as ‘old chachu’. I hope
she thinks I am cool (laughs).

Was it always planned that Varun
would take up acting and be part of
Bollywood just like you?
DAVID: He was a very
naughty kid. I didn’t know
what profession he’d take up. I
certainly didn’t know it would
be acting. One fine day, he tells
us (the family) he is going to be
a hero. I’ve been in the film
industry for 40 years and I had
no clue that my son was
interested in my profession! He
hid it from me.
VARUN: I was hiding partly
because since childhood, my
mother has raised both me and
my brother [Rohit Dhawan] as
self-dependent kids. And she
used to tell me stories about my
father, his struggle and how he
made it big in life. I understood

PHOTO: SARANG
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that there was no substitute for
hard work. So, when I decided
to get into films, I knew that my
father has a good equity and
name and I had to keep that up.
But I didn’t want to do that with
his help...
DAVID: (interrupts) But one
thing is there, when he became
an actor and got a break from
Karan Johar [Student of the
Year; 2012], it gave us a big jolt.
I was like, ‘can he even act?’ I
went to watch his debut and I
told my brother ‘He has turned
an actor’. And then I made up
my mind to work with him.
VARUN: I wanted my second
film to be Badlapur but dad
signed me for his film [Main
Tera Hero] and I couldn’t say
no (laughs).

First Judwaa 2 and now Coolie No.
1, is it only for remakes that you
two team up?

DAVID: It’s not like that, but
yes, I’m more comfortable
doing it with him. All my life
I’ve worked with every hero in
the industry, from Amitabh
Bachchan to Riteish
Deshmukh, over 35 of them.
Now, with my son, I’ve found
the comfort level so I’m
enjoying. If he wasn’t good, I’d
not have cast him, that way I’m
very professional. I told him,
‘Don’t spoil my work’. But he’s
extremely disciplined.
VARUN: I feel the pressure
with every film, not just in
dad’s films. The screenplay of
Coolie No. 1 is outstanding. The
film is coming back after 25
years. The premise has
changed but the essence
remains the same. I wanted to
do the film because of the story
and screenplay. It is going to be
fun working with Sara (Ali
Khan) and Paresh Rawal.

or long, female actors in
the industry have been
grousing over the
appellation ‘item number’
that’s often given to “dance
numbers”. But little seems
to have changed. Now, Kriti
Sanon also adds her voice
to the objection calling
the label “derogatory”
and sexist.
Kriti, who has performed
two special songs — Aao Kabhi
Haveli Pe for Stree (2018), and
Aira Gaira for Kalank, says,
“When Aamir (Khan) sir, Shah
Rukh (Khan) sir or Salman
(Khan) sir perform a special
song in a film, those songs are
never called item numbers.
Then why change that when a
female actor does the same?
This mindset must change.”
She adds, “Why do people
call these songs item numbers

F

is something I really don’t
understand. It doesn’t give
out good vibes. They are
simply dance numbers that
add to the entertainment
factor of the film. These songs
are loved by people. So why
can’t one be a little more
respectful towards those who
make these songs and those
who feature in it?”
The 28-year-old says, “I was
studying to be an engineer
when modelling and acting
happened. I realised that was
my calling because I’ve always
been creative. Also, dancing is
something that I love. So, be it
any dance number, they’re all
really close to my heart, which
is why this ‘item song’ tag is a
little upsetting”
Kriti has Panipat, Arjun
Patiala and Housefull 4 lined
up, but would love “to do a
dance film”, as well.
n
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‘I admire my dad’s zest for life’

STOP PRESS
AKSHAY REQUESTS FANS
TO KEEP THINGS POSITIVE
arlier, actor Akshay Kumar’s
cop drama Sooryavanshi and
Salman Khan’s Inshallah were
releasing on Eid 2020. But to
avoid the clash, Sooryavanshi
will now release March 27, 2020.
After the date change, fans had

E

become warring factions on
Twitter. On Friday, Akshay
tweeted a note to “request”
fans “with folded hands not to
start/participate in such trends”.
On June 12, Salman had
tweeted: “I always thought of
him as my younger brother and
today he proves it...
#RohitShetty. Sooryavanshi
releasing on 27th March, 2020.”

Pooja Sharma
ad it not been for his
father, astrologer P
Khurrana, Aparshakti
Khurana probably wouldn’t
have been an actor today. It
was his dad who encouraged
him and his brother
Ayushmann to try their luck in
Mumbai. The actor reminisces
about the time when he set out
to make his career, saying, “All
my life I have been a
sportsperson, with just as
much inclination towards
acting as well. I used to play
cricket, and then radio
happened, acting wasn’t on the
cards then. But, one thing
followed the other and
everything fell in place. After
Dangal (2016), I shifted base to
Mumbai. But, it was my dad,
who always motivated us to
chase our dreams. He has
instilled that conviction and
strong sense of self-belief in
both of us. We will be eternally
grateful to him, who is not only
our support system but our
critic too.”
Talking about the qualities
that he aspires to imbibe from
his dad, Aparshakti says, “I

H

Aditya Roy Kapur says it took him
time to get Aashiqui 2 off his mind
Pooja Sharma

With time,
Aditya has
learnt to control
his attachment
with a film

MORE INSIDE

ome actors believe in being
spontaneous, while some
prefer to undergo hardcore training before they start a
film.
Well, Aditya Roy Kapur
believes in doing his
“homework” in advance.
“It is necessary that you do
your homework,” says the
33-year-old explaining that the
preparation helps one to adapt.
“Everything may change on
the film set — what you
thought of a location has
changed, or you see it in a
different way (once you are
actually on set)... The director
might want something
different; your co-actors might
say a line in an unexpected
way... So, you can’t be rigid.
Your preparation prepares you
for that change. When you are
there, you are able to adapt and
allow yourself to be fluid and
free in those moments of
change,” says Aditya, who is
juggling Malang, Sadak 2 and
an Anurag Basu directorial.
When prodded about how
his approach to the craft has
evolved over the years, he

S

replies, “You understand
yourself and the process a little
better. Every director works
differently, and you have to
figure that and that in itself
is a challenge. Every role
demands a different kind of
preparation. Like when I was
doing Aashiqui 2 (2013), I was
younger and it took me time to
get over that film. Later, you
come closer to be being able to
control it.”
Has he become more
calculative about how he
chooses a film? “Honestly, it’s
the same. I don’t know if you
can really calculate whether
it will work or not, because
no one really knows. As for
me, I am just aiming to connect
with the right scripts,” he says.
But, would he call or
approach a filmmaker if he
were interested in a project?
Aditya says, “For actors,
it’s more of a matter of
waiting... Someone has to
want you in their project. For
me, it is about people whose
work I’ve liked... It is actually
even nice when you like
someone’s work and you let
them know. I have done that.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Every role demands a different kind of preparation. Like
when I was doing Aashiqui 2, I was younger and it took
me time to get over that film.
ADITYA ROY KAPUR ACTOR
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

(Right) Aparshakti Khurana;
(above) P Khurrana
really admire his zest for life.
Even in this phase, he is so
ambitious and is a go-getter. He
has always taken challenges
head on and maintained a
positive outlook in life. People
tell me that I’ve inherited his
‘high energy’. He is certainly
the life of the party.”
On asking him if his father is
happy with his journey so far,
the actor adds, “He is quite
content with the way my
brother and I are headed. He
often tells us to be grateful for
whatever we have achieved,
but, at the same time, he says,
we should never rest on our
past laurels and keep working
hard. Most importantly, he has
taught us to keep our feet on
the ground while having stars
in our eyes.”
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‘IT’S A MYTH
THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS
SERIOUSNESS’
Diljit Dosanjh says as
per his experience,
turbaned Sikhs are not
being misrepresented in
Bollywood

Saurabh won’t network or socialise for work
Sangeeta Yadav
or some actors, socialising
and networking form an
integral part of their
profession for they want to be
seen and remain in the public
eye and for others, they prefer
their work to do the talking.
Actor Saurabh Shukla belongs
to the second category.
“I have no time to socialise,”
he says, adding, “In the [film]
industry, people expect me to
keep networking as my top
priority, meet different and
new people and do a lot of
networking to get more work.
But, I don’t believe socialising
and networking can get you
work. It is your hard work that
gets noticed in the industry.”
The 56-year-old actor
flaunts a great body of work,
having portrayed diverse
characters in films such as
Satya (1998), the Jolly LLB
franchise and PK (2014) among
others. He says, “I don’t feel
the need to network in order to

F

get work. Work keeps coming
to you if you are true to the
craft. Mujhe lagta hai ki agar
aap kaam karenge toh kaam se
hee kaam aayega. Log aapko
aapke kaam se jaane woh
behtar hai.”
The actor has six back-toback films releasing this year
and he isn’t complaining. “At
this moment, I’m completely
concentrating on work. It’s
right to say that I don’t have a
social life. Whatever time I’m
left with after work, it’s for my
family,” he quips.
Happy with how things
have changed over these years
and he is counted among finest
actors in the industry, Shukla
adds, “I remember nobody
knew me when I came into the
industry. Nobody was
bothered if we are doing good
work or bad work. If I would do
anything good, people used to
praise me. But, I never went
door-to-door in search of work
or socialise or network for it.”
n

Saurabh
Shukla

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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I want to dance around trees in a
chiffon sari: Ankita Lokhande

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, J UN E 1 6 , 2 0 1 9

‘I WAS TAKING
A BREATHER
FROM TV’

Debina Bonnerjee is back on
television with a supernatural
show where she plays an
antagonist. Reveals that she
was working on her YouTube
channel in her two-year break
Sneha Mahadevan

Juhi Chakraborty

S

he started her big screen
career with a period
drama, a very unusual

choice, one could say, for an
actor. And Ankita Lokhande
did justice to her role of
soldier Jhalkari Bai in
Manikarnika: The Queen of

Jhansi. But now, the actor is
ready to explore the hardcore
commercial space in her
upcoming projects.
“I want to do a proper
commercial film. I want to
dance around trees and wear
a chiffon sari (laughs) . I have
grown up watching that kind
of cinema and I have no
problem in doing typical
Bollywood films,” she
shares.
But what about the whole
‘audience wants to see
meaningful cinema’ debate?
“Well, commercial films can
fall into that category as well.
People want to watch good
content and drama, and not
anything artificial because
you don’t connect with such
films. I am going to go with
the flow,” adds the actor.
While she is yet to
announce her second film,
Ankita admits that after
such a strong debut, she does
not want to rush into
things.
“I’ve become very choosy
because Jhalkari Bai was so
impactful. Whatever I choose
to do next has to be equally
inspiring. People are coming
with really good scripts and
I’m [enjoying] reading
those. They are very

n the two years that she was
missing from the tube,
Debina Bonnerjee says that
it was a welcome breather.
She also reveals that she had
developed an interest in
making content for the digital
medium so her time away
from television was fruitfully
utilised.
“I was always around so I
don’t really know if you can
call it a ‘comeback’. I was also
busy with my YouTube
channel and doing ad films
and shows, and wasn’t really
missing out on anything. I
know the grind of TV is
almost 24 hours, which is why
I was taking a breather. Also
the shows that I was being
offered were either not
creatively satisfactory or
the shooting locations were
really far-off. I consciously
did not want to pick roles like
these,” says Debina, who is
back on TV playing an
antagonist in a supernatural
show.

I
I have become very
choosy because
Jhalkari Bai was so
impactful. Whatever
I choose to do next,
has to be equally
inspiring. People
are coming up with
really good scripts.
ANKITA LOKHANDE, ACTOR

powerful. I am getting
many women-oriented films,”
she says.
Ankita took up a role in her
debut film that wasn’t the
lead. Is she making extra
effort and looking to bag lead
roles now? “I don’t think like
that,” she says, adding, “I may
not have played the main
character in my film but
my role was very impactful.
Even if you do a character
role, you have to perform like
you are the main person.
Ultimately, it is up to
you how you handle the
characters.”

On her YouTube
channel, Debina covers a
wide range of topics like
travel, beauty, skincare,
fashion, etc. Coincidentally,
she started her channel after
one of her hard disks crashed.
The hard disk had her
documented memories of her
trips with husband and actor
Gurmeet Choudhary. Debina
explains, “We (Gurmeet and I)
are extensive travellers and I
would record travel and
personal memories and keep
them on my hard disk. When
it crashed, I could not retrieve
any of my data and that
prompted me to put
everything out there on the
Internet so that it is secure for
ever. After I launched the
channel, I did my extra bit and
started editing the videos
properly and shooting the
whole thing in a proper
sequence. Social media has a
wide range of audience, and I
had this amazing realisation
that YouTube is still one of
the most used social media
platforms in India. My

My YouTube channel consists of what I really I am: my
travel, my thought and the process of beauty and
skincare, along with fashion.
DEBINA BONNERJEE, ACTOR
YouTube channel consists
of what I really I am: my
travel, my thought and the

process of beauty and
skincare, along with
fashion.”

Nothing shocks my father, says Swara Bhasker
Sneha Mahadevan
hen Swara Bhasker’s
father, Chitrapu Uday
Bhaskar, was in
Mumbai paying her a visit, the
actor decided to come up with a
fun video for Father’s Day. In
the video, which will be
released today, Swara asked

W

her followers to ask questions
that they would generally feel
uncomfortable asking their
parents. Her father will then be
seen answering a few of those
questions. Talking about the
idea behind the video, Swara
says she wanted her followers
to know about her father. “I’m
extremely close to both my

parents. When my mom was
away in New York doing her
PhD at NYU, my Dad took care
of my brother and me. So there
was never any ‘can’t- discussthis-with-dad’ kind of feeling in
me. We have a very open
relationship and talk about
everything. We thought of this
concept because my dad is a

great giver of advice and he is a
practical man who is not easily
shocked. I thought it might be
nice to share that side of him
with my followers and
viewers,” she says.
She adds that this video is a
tribute to her father and the
friendship they have shared
over the past couple of years. “I
think it’s very important to
have a strong and stable
father figure — especially for
girls. It makes one stable,
secure and confident as a
person. I think my parents are
the reason I’m a relatively
fearless person today. My
father gave me the most
precious advice that a father
can give a daughter growing up
— ‘You don’t have to do
anything you don’t want to’.
This video, for me, is a
celebration of our relation.”
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ALLYOU IRRITATINGPEOPLE
OUT THERE, GOTCHA!

So you’ve been
tolerating these
kinds patiently?
Huh, no more!
Here’s how you can
deal with people
who exasperate
you on a daily basis

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
isclaimer: Some of you
would write hate mail to
me after this one. At
least the boring ones out
of you will. And you’ll give me
gyan on how we are not
supposed to respond in the
same coin if someone behaves
badly. And actually you won’t
be wrong in saying that. We’ve
all grown up on moral science
lessons about patiently
waiting for bad to turn good
someday. But aisa hai, while
that logic may be right, when
it comes to serious stuff in life,
it’s the minor day-to-day
irritants that allow us the
unmatchable fun of being able
to get even. I’m gonna talk
about a few such irritants
today. Since some of you have
rightly guessed that I stay
perpetually annoyed with
most things, I decided to not
use my biased judgment on
these rants. I simply asked
some of my friends to take a
poll on some highly irritating
‘body-language’ habits people
exhibit in public. The top
three turned out to be
unmentionable here,
considering this is a saafsuthra family newspaper. If, at
this point, you mockingly turn
to the back page with a raised
eyebrow, I will be forced to
remind you about that page’s
crucial contribution in
reassuring you time and again
that you can indeed have a
family. Coming back to the
point, here are four annoying
kinds of people that irritate the
hell out of those around them.
Let’s give it back this time...

D

Stare-stalkers: These
people can almost make a
living out of staring at others,
in public. Just like that. Maybe

1

because God gave them eyes.
Maybe because he forgot to
add that those eyes need not be
fixed on people’s faces. Be it at
a bus stop or in a crowded
metro, five minutes won’t pass
before you spot a bona fide
member of the stare-stalker
community. You usually look
away and keep feeling agitated
within. Next time it happens,
don’t punish your own blood
pressure. Widen your eyes,
raise your eyebrows and stare
back, without blinking. Till
everyone’s attention is on the
one staring. Your eyes may
water, you may feel weird but
do.not.blink.
Remind yourself that you
owe it to the society to scare or
embarrass a stare-stalker out
of work forever. If he/she
doesn’t back off at this, try
blinking your eyes rapidly,
looking straight at them. That
usually does it, as long as you
know the difference between
blinking and winking.
Warning: Those who wear
contact lenses, please don’t try
this or you’ll curse me. Also,
not recommended if the other
person looks very shady, as he
may just consider your action
to be an invite of sorts. For
clarity, refer to the Shakti
Kapoor or Gulshan Grover
look in your head. Sometimes,
having fun at the expense of
the annoyance also happens to
do the trick. Once I saw a girl
in the metro, who seemed
fairly irritated by the constant
staring of a middle-aged man.
She suddenly decided to take
him on, and while everyone
expected a showdown, she
covered her face with her
hands, then lowered them
slowly to reveal her face to the
starer, and said peek-a-boo. I

can’t describe the look on that
man’s face as he retreated.
Leg shakers: These
kinds of people may or
may not know how to dance,
but one of their legs surely
does. Maybe because of
constant practice. No matter
whether they are in public
transport or in a business
meeting, they don’t stop
shaking their leg, even if it
means sending earthquakelike vibrations to those sitting
next to them.
Medical science has a name
for the condition — the restless
leg syndrome — and attributes
it to some pent-up nervous
energy or simply an
adolescent habit that stuck
forever. Once a guy came over
to my office for a meeting. The
fact that he sat flat on his back
in such a manner that his legs
would have reached Bihar is
still forgivable, but then he
started shaking one of them
while talking about some
really serious work-related
matter. Maybe this was a
unique test by God to see if I
can hold forth my

2

concentration while the
furniture around me gets a
mini epileptic seizure. I failed
miserably. And ended up
asking him if he needed
something...er...like a flower
pot to put on his leg so that it
could stop moving. He didn’t
find it funny but that bothers
me less than how much the
shaking leg would be
bothering everyone around
him every day. Tell them to
stop and take a walk to utilise
the energy. If the dancing leg
belongs to a colleague or
classmate who you have to sit
next to every day, consider
slapping the leg into senses. As
an ultimate resort, get up and
hug the leg, begging it to stop.
Warning: Please do this action
discreetly or you could end up
looking like a dog in heat if
their leg continues to shake.
The knuckle-crackers:
You know this annoyance
normally goes undiscussed but
a lot of my friends mentioned it
as the thing that bugs the hell
out of them. When people
suddenly start cracking the
knuckles of their fingers one

3

by one, making that weird
‘pop’ noise each time. Why,
some people even crack
their neck or back when they
get up after staying in a
position for long. Great
indulgence if you are alone,
but OMG, it’s the most
godawful noise, and sight, for
the person sitting next to you.
If someone does that around
you any longer, take out a
notebook and pen and tell
them you are ready to keep a
record of how many of their
206 or more joints have popped
so far. Tell them that you love
the sound and won’t rest in
peace till you get them an
award for having an entire
orchestra inside their body.
It’ll work.

C

I had lost interest in being alive:
Roopal on battling depression
Grace Cyril
t’s easy to mistake actors as
people who have it all, but
behind the closed doors of
the glamour world, many of
them fight battles every day.
As it turns out, money and
fame do not really shield one
from mental illness. TV
actor Roopal Tyagi, who
has shared her story of
fighting depression, is a case
in point.
The actor, who was on a
two-year break, says, “Most
of clinical depression has no
particular reason. It could be
genetic or as in my case,
poor lifestyle. I was hardly
sleeping, shooting 18 hours a
day, travelling continuously
and not eating proper food.
I also used to smoke a lot,
which took a toll on my
depressive episodes.”
Roopal shares it all
started in 2015, when she was
shooting for the controversial

I

reality show Bigg Boss.
“For a long time, I was not
even aware there was
something wrong. For a
person like me who has
always been so enthusiastic,
I was confused as to why I
was feeling so drained. I lost
my interest in being alive. I
didn’t even know about
psychiatrists until Bigg Boss,
since we’re supposed to go
through a check up there. So
once I identified my problem
in two sessions, I knew how to
get out of it,” she says.
The actor went through
a massive transformation
during these two years and
she credits yoga for that.
“I decided to take a conscious
break and get my life back on
track. From lifestyle to bad
eating habits, it’s all gone
now. Now, I have a proper
fitness routine and I’m
healthy — both mentally and
physically,” says Roopal, who
considers herself lucky that it

all happened at a very early
stage in her life.
However, unfortunately,
there is tremendous stigma
around depression in our
country even today, and
coming out in open is still
seen as taboo.
But Roopal, who wants the
awareness to spread, opines,
“I don’t understand why
people don’t talk about
depression. The statistics in
India say that every third
person in the country has
some form of mental
problem. I feel there is
nothing wrong in getting
yourself checked if you feel
off. In a country which has a
lot of intellect, we shouldn’t
worry about ‘log kya
kahenge’.”
n

grace.cyril@hindustantimes.com

Actor Roopal Tyagi had
taken a two-year break
from television

I think Captain Marvel
or Wonder Woman...
these films have made
more money than any
of the other standalones.
CHRIS HEMSWORTH,
ACTOR
Hemsworth said in an
interview.
The 35-year-old Australian
actor said the fact that
audiences are open to female
superhero films and have
made movies like Wonder
Woman (2017) and
Captain Marvel (2018) a
huge success, shows the
shift.
“It is fantastic that there is
a change happening. There
has been a conversation for a
while now. You talked to

Taylor swift
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
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people 10 years ago about of
a female superhero film and
most of them would have said
it won’t work and so on. I
think Captain Marvel or
Wonder Woman... these
films have made more
money than any of the other
stand-alones. These films
have as much or sort of
more following and
appreciation than other films.
For my
kids in particular, Wonder
Woman is their favourite
superhero,” he added.
Hemsworth said he has
always enjoyed collaborating
with women who are
opinionated and working
with veteran star Emma
Thompson in MIB:
International was
one-of-a-kind experience.
“I first met her at an event
many years ago. She has the
most wacky sense of humour
and she is just incredibly
kind and collaborative,” he
said.

PTI

Swift’s surprise
performance
fter dropping You Need
To Calm Down from her
upcoming studio album
Lover, which includes shoutouts to GLAAD and the
LGBTQIA community, singer
Taylor Swift, gave a surprise
performance at LGBT
landmark Stonewall Inn in
New York’s Greenwich
Village, USA.
The electrifying
performance by Swift included
songs from Sara Bareilles,
including a version of Brave,
which made the audience sing
along with her.
Thanking Modern Family
star, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, for
inviting her, the Call It What
You Want singer said, “I heard
this is Jesse’s favourite song to
do at karaoke — which is an
incredible rumour, I really
want to believe it’s true.”

A

inger Chris Brown is
expecting a baby with exgirlfriend Ammika
Harris. This is the couple’s
first child together.
According to reports, he
and his most recent girlfriend,
Indyamarie, have split
because of Harris’ pregnancy.
Brown has been hinting
that Harris was pregnant,
leaving comments such as
“my baby mama” underneath
her photos.
“Chris isn’t dating her and
they broke up a few months
ago,” a source said. The news
first broke in May when the
singer commented on a
photo of Harris “BM BAD”
an abbreviation for ‘baby
mama’.
The Wobble Up singer also
shares a daughter with Nia
Guzman.

S

TAYLORSWIFT

The nose-pickers: Do I
need to elaborate on this
one? Really? Keep a torch
handy. The moment they
start digging for the treasure,
volunteer to help them look for
it. Tell them you are willing to
even try taking it out for them
if they agree to give you 50%.
Sorry, that was gross. But
needed.
Sonal Kalra plans to write
a book on how utterly boring
life would be if everyone
behaved with good manners.
Mail her, if you agree, at
sonal.kalra
@hindustantimes.com,
facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra

My kids love wonder woman, says Chris
hris Hemsworth’s
movie choices post his
success as Thor have
one thing in common —
strong and independent
female characters.
The actor played a
handsome but daft-headed
secretary in an all-female
reboot of Ghostbusters (2017)
and in his latest film MIB:
International, he features as
Agent H opposite the
franchise’s first on-field
woman agent, Agent M (Tessa
Thompson).
The Hollywood star says
even though he has not picked
these movies keeping in mind
the debate around gender, he
is happy that the change is
finally happening.
“I am glad that people are
now sort of well aware. And
for younger generation, it is
normal as opposed to my or
the older generations. We
sort of have to rethink about
it. Making it a norm should
be the aim. That’s important
and I think it’s occurring,”

CHRIS BROWN
EXPECTING
BABY WITH
EX-GIRLFRIEND
AMMIKA HARRIS

“So if there’s anything you
feel like you want to jump in
on, a part that you’re really
good at, just sing, dance and be
yourself — this is a
really safe space.” she
continued.
“Taylor Swift is one of the
world’s biggest pop stars,” said
Anthony Ramos, director of
talent engagement at GLAAD.
“The fact that she continues
to use her platform and music
to support the LGBTQIA
community and the Equality
Act is a true sign of being an
ally. You Need to Calm Down
is the perfect Pride anthem,
and we’re thrilled to see
Taylor standing with the
LGBTQIA community to
promote inclusivity, equality,
and acceptance this Pride
month,” Ramos added.

-ANI

ANI

Precision medicine: Targeted
immunotherapy for cancer

onventionally
chemotherapy,
radiotherapy and
surgery are the main
treatment modalities for
cancer. Most people dread
these treatments due to
associated toxicity and
handicaps arising because of
these treatments.
Chemotherapy drugs
cause side effects such as
hair loss, mouth ulcers,
diarrhoea, decrease in blood
cells, neuropathy and many
more toxicities. These side
effects are due to destruction
of normal body cells in
addition to cancer cells.
Precision medicine is
changing the landscape of
cancer therapy. The aim of
precision medicine is to
individualise cancer
treatment for patients taking
into account their family
history, genetic makeup,
medical history, special biomarkers, mutations, cell
surface targets and staging
investigations. Instead of one
size fits all, precision
medicine’s aim is to provide
the right treatment for the
right patient at the right
time. What works for one
patient may not work for
other. We are rapidly
learning how to use this
knowledge to match the best
treatment for each
individual patient.
In present times, a newly
diagnosed cancer patient
would be subjected to genetic
tests, mutation testing,
immunohistochemistry,
next generation sequencing,
special bio-markers and cell
surface targets depending
upon the tumour type.
Targeted therapies find
great use in lymphomas,

C

FOR PERSONALISED
CANCER
TREATMENT:
PHOTO:
HTCS

Dr Sachin Gupta,
MD medicine, DNB
medical oncology,
Associate director
medical oncology and
hemato-oncology,
Max Super Specialty
Hospital, Mohali
Email: sachin.gupta
@maxhealthcare.com

breast cancer, leukaemias,
lung cancer, colon cancer,
ovarian cancer and many
more cancers. Some of
targeted drugs are available
in oral form as well. These
drugs have minimal side
effects and have ease of being
taken by mouth at home
without medical supervision.
The responses to targeted
therapy are much more
amazing. Imatinib is one
such drug for CML (chronic
myeloid leukaemia) and
Gefitinib/Erlotinib are for
lung cancer where mutation
by name EGFR is positive.
The benefit from these drugs
run into many years and
prognosis of these patients
has improved a lot in past
two decades. Targeted drugs
attack cancer cells and spare

normal body cells. Drugs
such as Trastuzumab and
Pertuzumab have benefit in a
particular subsets of breast
cancer patients where a
particular target Her2neu is
present on cancer cell
surface. Thus, checking for
there targets has become
very important in these
cancers.
Immunotherapy is
another branch of cancer
medicine where immune
system is stimulated and
inturn it activates and
unleashes white blood cells
against the cancer cells.
Immunotherapy drugs find
use in lymphoma,
melanoma, kidney cancer,
lung cancer, bladder cancer,
colon cancer, breast cancer
and many more.
There are many advances
in the field of radiotherapy
also. Now we have image
guided radiotherapy and
stereotactic body
radiotherapy which delivers
very targeted radiotherapy
dose to tumour and avoid
damage to normal tissues.
Its time to shed the fears
about cancer and adopt
personalised and precision
medicine wherever possible.
Although cancer is a
dreadful disease but
prognosis of cancer patient is
improving day by day
incorporation of newer
technology and newer types
of medicines.
The above article has
been contributed by
Dr Sachin Gupta.

Disclaimer: The veracity
of any health claim made
in the above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.
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TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

JUNE 16-22

Kangana Ranaut

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE:
The moment you drop the
mind, put it aside, a clearing
opens, a door widens into
the mystery of existence.
Suddenly there is no
problem and there is no
answer either, but a great
contentment, a tremendous
fulfilment arises in your
being, says Osho, the Zen
master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Varun Dhawan

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Disha Patani

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Arjun Kapoor
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You dominate the intellectual scene with your
intense, creative and clever mind. Personal
relationships need to be rejuvenated with tender,
loving care rather than through analysis and
discussion. You tend to live too much in your head and
less in the real world, it’s time to become aware and
awake to reality and deal with whatever confronts
you. Mental tension can cause health problems and
further confusion. There is a time and place for control
but there is no need to let it take charge of your life.
Relax as there is more to life than being on top of
things.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Sky Blue

LEO

You are likely to have mixed feelings about everything
this week! You look at failure in some areas and
success in other aspects of life. Since you feel insecure
about new people or connections, you find yourself
saying ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in one sentence. You tend
to procrastinate and allow worthwhile opportunities
to slip away, be aware and quick to respond. Health
problems need to be attended to or they can get out
of hand. Finances and practical details demand your
attention and energy. Personal relationships flower
with love, time and patience. Think positively and stay
away from negative and destructive people!
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Sea Green

VIRGO

Your professional experience and repute brings
opportunities for expansion and growth. There are,
however, changes on the cards as old systems,
patterns and equipment need to be updated or
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and investment. You
have already a firm business foundation or platform
for growth and diversification that challenges you to
be adventurous and enterprising. You may redecorate
or renovate working and living spaces to change
ambiance and energy. Parents, old friends and family
get in touch. You reap the harvest of what you have
sown in the past.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Saffron

LIBRA

You are swift and strong while making professional
moves and business arrangements this week! You have
a youthful outlook and energy that attracts
enthusiastic and creative people in your field of work.
You associate with supportive professionals and move
ahead forcefully achieving targets without
procrastinating or waiting for anything. Personal
relationships are loving and romantic yet there can be
ego clashes. Acceptance of the other’s individuality and
need for space can resolve any conflicts between you
and your partner. It’s important to remain in touch with
your sense of humour.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Golden Orange

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Sara Ali Khan

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Ayushmaan Khurrana

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Parineeti Chopra

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Tara Sutaria

It’s best to take stock of situations and put some
energy into making changes and achieving goals. You
have been patient and loving in emotional
relationships but now need some clarity and
commitment. Health needs watching and finances
need to be managed. You need to be consistent and
persistent for a while to achieve stability and material
gain. You are likely to pay wandering visits to friends
and family. A Pisces person supports you through ups
and downs. It’s best to let go rather than hang on to
anything that is finished. New dimensions are waiting
to be discovered.
Lucky Number: 8 Good Colour: Creamy White

SAGITTARIUS

Professional opportunities do not materialise as you
had thought they would but a closer look reveals that
whatever happened was for the better. A new
connection or lucrative offer comes to you when you
least expect it. A personal relationship is full of
promise but a commitment may take longer than you
imagined. It’s best not to cling to the past, say a fond
farewell and stop repeating old, negative patterns.
This is a call to get on with your life and not miss
opportunities for success and happiness. Some friends
can be inconsiderate but change quickly when they
realize how sensitive you are.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Old Rose

CAPRICORN

You are able to perfect and complete a business
project after much labour that brings material and
professional rewards this week. Financial settlements
and deals can be made easily at this point as new
opportunities present themselves. You have learned a
great deal from experience and are not about to make
the same mistakes you made in the past, be it in
personal or professional situations. Beware of making
unreliable moves and decisions due to hurry or
anxiety. Give yourself a well-deserved holiday by
resting and getting away from it all. Personal
relationships are enhanced with love and care.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

AQUARIUS

Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you
on an unplanned journey! You are blessed with clarity
of vision and spiritual insight that guides you through
calm and stormy seas! You are not beyond making an
error of judgement under stress so relax and unwind
before taking important personal and professional
decisions. Family looks to you for guidance and
support that you willingly provide. Beware of setting
yourself up with great expectations in any aspect or
there can be disappointment. An over view and
balanced perspective allows you to see things as they
really are. Be compassionate!
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Silver Grey

PISCES

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Rana Dagubatti

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Diljeet Dosanjh

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Sushant Singh Rajput

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Janhvi Kapoor

Crystal clarity of mind and intelligence enables you to
handle many aspects simultaneously and also keep
things in perspective. You are likely to go over details,
agreements and projects with a toothcomb and
outline a clear plan of action. Beware of selfish and
conceited people who pretend to be your friends.
Don’t allow intellectual pride to alienate you from old
associates. You bring order in chaotic situations by
clearing any confusion or blocks. Personal
relationships have a contented feeling that permeates
through the family. You may enrol for an academic
programme to enhance your professional skills.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colour: Daffodil Yellow

Unexpected happenings at work and wonderful
surprises at home keep you happy and busy. Since this
is a time of change you need to move into it rather
than resist it. You can make breakthroughs in stuck
situations or destructive patterns by becoming aware
and moving right out of them. A new vision in
business and a fresh perspective in relationships is
needed for things to change positively. Don’t allow
life and patterns to repeat mindlessly. Birth of a new
consciousness takes you to a higher vantage point.
Visitors or communications from overseas you have
been waiting for are likely to arrive this week.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Royal Blue

You relax comfortably in the beautiful world you have
created around you this week! You may allow a person
you care about, to take front place but take charge of
everything in the background. You spread joy and
happiness to people around you. You share hospitality
and memorable times with friends and family. You are
ambitious and persevering when trying to achieve
perfection in professional ventures. It’s time to live
intensely and share your richness with others. Be
silent, meditative and peaceful in natural
surroundings to rejuvenate your energy! Beware of a
capricious woman who could deplete your energy.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Soft Green

You view life from a broad perspective! Travel
overseas and connections in far off places are revived.
You may be exposed to media and get involved in
multifarious activity. You arrive at a synthesis or the
essence of the question or problem itself in a personal
relationship. Since you are able to crystallise issues
resolution is not far behind. Patience and
perseverance are great virtues when people you love
go through uncertain moods for a short time. You
experience and experiment with different ideas,
activities, systems, diets, fitness routines and
pastimes before adopting them.
Lucky Number: 21 Good Colour: Midnight Blue

DAILY HOROSCOPE

MOVIES IN TRICITY

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Munda Faridkotia 10.05am 08.35pm
Bharat 10.30am 12.35pm 03.35pm
05.45pm 10.55pm
Jind Jaan 10.35am 09.15pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 12.55pm 06.25pm
11.05pm
Muklawa 01.20pm 03.25pm 05.05pm
08.45pm
Khamoshi 03.15pm 07.25pm

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH
Aladdin 09.45am 05.45pm
Bharat 10am 01.20pm 04.40pm,
08.00pm 11.20pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 10.05am
Men in Black: International 12.10pm
05.20pm 10.30pm
X:Men: Dark Phoenix 02.45pm
07.45pm
Godzilla 2: King of the monsters
02.55pm
John Wick: Chapter 3 Parabellum
11.10pm

PVR: ELANTE 4DX CHANDIGARH
Men in Black: International 09.45am
02.25pm 07.05pm 11.45pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 12.20pm
05.00pm 9.40pm

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 09.05am
Men in Black: International English,
3D 04.20pm 09.00pm 11.35pm
X:Men: Dark Phoenix 11.40am
Bharat 11.50am 02.15pm 08.00pm
11.20pm

Game over 11.55am 08.20pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
02.15pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English 3D
06.55pm

PVR: CITY CENTRE MALL,
CHANDIGARH
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
10.45am
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English 3D
08.50pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 12.50pm
Men in Black: International English
3D 06.15pm 10.55pm
Bharat 1pm 07.40pm 11.00pm
Aladdin Hindi 3D 03.25pm

07.30pm 10.40pm
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
10.00am
Jind Jaan 10.15am 03.10pm 08.05pm
10.45pm
Munda Faridkotia 10.30am 1.20pm
04.10pm 07.00pm 09.50pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
4.00pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English 3D
11.25am
Laiye Je Yaarian 12.25pm 05.30pm
10.35pm
Game Over 12.50pm 05.50pm
Muklawa 03.00 pm 08.05pm
X-Men: Dark Phoenix English 3D
08.35pm

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

CARNIVAL: PARAS MALL,
ZIRAKPUR

Bharat 10.00am 01.20pm 04.40pm
08.00pm 11.20pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 10.00am 03.10pm 05.45pm 10.55pm
Men in Black: International English
3D 12.35pm 08.20pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
10.00am 02.40pm 09.40pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English 3D
07.35pm
X-Men: Dark Phoenix 12.05pm
Aladdin English 3D 04.45pm

Bharat 09.00am 10.30am 01.30pm
04.30pm 07.30pm 10.30pm
Munda Faridkotia 09.45am 12:15pm
02.45pm 05.15pm 07.45pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 09.50am 02.50pm
10.15pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 12.00pm 04.10pm 08.20pm 10.45pm
Jind Jaan 12:20pm 05.10pm 10:00pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
02.15pm 06.30pm
Muklawa 07.50pm

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH SQUARE,
MOHALI

INOX: DHILLON PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR

Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 01.25pm
Men in Black: International English
3D 09.00am 06.05pm 11.10pm
Bharat 10.00am 01.10pm 04.20pm

Munda Faridkotia 09.15am 11.55am
02.40pm 05.25pm 08.10pm
Jind Jaan 09.20am 05.10pm, 10.55pm
Bharat 09.30am 12:45pm 04.00pm
07.15pm 10.30pm
Men in Black: International Hindi

3D 10.35am 03.15pm 10:30pm
Men in Black: International English
3D 07.55pm
Muklawa 12:05pm 07.55pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
01.10 pm 05.50pm
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
02.40pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 10.30pm

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Munda Faridkotia 09.50am 05.30pm
10.45pm
Bharat 10.30am 01.40pm 04.45pm
07.50pm 10.55pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 11.10am 03:20pm 05.40pm 10.00pm
Jind Jaan 12.30pm 08.10pm
Khamoshi 01.30pm 08.05pm
Muklawa 03.05pm

RAJHANS CINEMAS: PANCHKULA
Bharat 09.00am 11.50am 02.40pm
07.20pm 10.10pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 09.15am 01.30pm 10.20pm
Men in Black: International
06.00pm
Khamoshi 10.00am 08.30pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
11.30am 05.30pm
Jind Jaan 12.00pm 03.45pm 10.30pm
Game Over 02.30pm

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL JAGAT:
CHANDIGARH
Munda Faridkotia 09.15am 02.30pm
08.00pm
Muklawa 09.40am

Men in Black: International 3D
10.00am 05.05am 10.50am
Jind Jaan 11.50am 05.20pm
Game Over 12.00pm 05.35pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 3D 12.20pm
07.45pm
Bharat 02.20pm 07.55pm 09.55pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 02.20pm 11.10pm

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC MALL,
CHANDIGARH
Jind Jaan 08.55am 02.55pm 08.10pm
Bharat 09.00am 02.15pm 04.55pm
07.45pm 11.00pm
Men in Black: International Hindi
3D 09.05am 06.05pm
Men in Black: International English
3D 01.25pm 11.05pm
Munda Faridkotia 09.45am 02.05pm
08.10pm 11.10pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 Hindi 3D
11.25am
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English 3D
04.00pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 11.30am 05.35pm
10.50pm
Game Over 12.00pm 05.30pm
Muklawa 12.25pm
Chandigarh Amritsar Chandigarh
08.40pm

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Muklawa 10.50 am
Munda Faridkotia 11.00am 01.50pm
07.30pm 10.20pm
Men in Black: International English
3D 01.20pm 09.50pm
Bharat 03.55pm
Laiye Je Yaarian 04.40pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 English 3D
07.15pm

Inrelationships, Time to negate ill effects of Saturn
peopledoindeed S
havea‘type’
new study has found that
people often look for love
in the same type of
person over and over again.
“It’s common that when a
relationship ends, people
attribute the breakup to their
ex-partner’s personality and
decide they need to date a
different type of person. Our
research suggests there’s a
strong tendency to
nevertheless continue to date
a similar personality,” said
lead author Yoobin Park.
Using data from an ongoing
multi-year study on couples
and families across several
age groups, Park and coauthor Geoff MacDonald,
compared the personalities of
current and past partners of
332 people. Their primary
finding was the existence of a
significant consistency in the
personalities of an
individual’s romantic
partners. The researchers
said the findings offer ways to
keep relationships healthy

A

PHOTO: ISTOCK

and couples happy. “In every
relationship, people learn
strategies for working with
their partner’s personality. If
your new partner’s
personality resembles your
ex-partner’s personality,
transferring the skills you
learned might be an effective
way to start a new
relationship on a good
footing,” Park said.

ometimes we experience
the worst unprecedented
consequences in our life.
Should we blame that
particular time or blame the
timing when we sowed seeds
for such circumstances? It is
the latter part which is to be
blamed but this can be
controlled. A person commits
a crime and gets caught by the
police. The judge sends him to
the jail. For the culprit, the
police and the judge are evil
as they have put him behind
the bars. But, the evil had
engulfed him when he had
decided to commit the crime,
and it was at its peak when he
committed the crime.
Astrologically, the period
when the criminal committed
the crime was bountiful. It
must have happened in a
relatively good period. The
period when he succumbed to
the crime occurred in the
adverse transit of Shani. And
for this reason, many get
more scared of Shani than
other planets. Every planet,
beneficial or not, has a dark
side. The activated darker
side induces the native to go
in for unethical activities,
which pay dividends. The
native goes gaga about it
thanking the almighty for the
terrific period, but he forgets
that the law (Shani) will catch

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find yourself in a
happy situation, as far as
finances are concerned.
Th
here is much that
rremains to be done at
work, so manage
your time well.
Tensions with
spouse threaten to
sspoil the domestic
atmosphere today. You
atm
may plan a business-cumleisure trip. Possession of a
property may come to you.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Metallic Blue

Health remains good. Those
facing cash crunch are likely
to find their monetary
con
ndition improving.
SSomeone in the family
is likely to do you
proud. Overseas
journey may
materialise for some.
Some of you are likely
to b
become owners of a
landed property. For some,
frustrations cannot be ruled
out on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Pink

Good returns can be
expected by your initiative
on the health front. Your
professional excellence
will help promote
w
your name and
attract clients. This
is a good day to
spend driving round
tthe countryside.
Remember that your
Rem
preparation will become the
key to your good showing
on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Your active lifestyle will
ensure that you remain fit
and energetic. Opportunities
for investing in some
good schemes may
come to you soon.
Professional worries
are likely to mount
for some. A family
gathering is in the
me
offing. Your dream home
may turn into reality soon.
Winning a monetary prize in
a competition seems real.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Golden Brown

A helping hand to someone
in monetary need is likely to
give you immense inner
satisfaction. Your
willingness to take
the initiative at
work is likely to
impress superiors.
Personal relationship
with someone may
our
come in the way of your
extending a helping hand to
them. A vacation is likely to
proceed as per plans.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Saffron

It will be important to
choose an exercise routine
that is in sync with your
lifestyle. Financially,
you are likely to
break even in a new
venture. You may
not get the consent
for something you
desire on the
u
professional front. You
can become a source of
inspiration for your child or
a family youngster.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

PHOTO: HTCS

hold of him, eventually.
Shani is an auditor and
scrutinizer of our Karma, and
is merciless, whereas, the
other so-called beneficial
planets, when wrongly
activated, force the native to
go for unethical gains. Please
understand, the darker side
of the most benefic planets
(exalted, functional benefices
or otherwise) of a horoscope
are the principal significator
of miseries. The native is
bound to get through the
disciplinary sword of Saturn.
The murkier side of Mercury
will infuse decline in abstract
mental thinking, leading to
fantasies, confusion,
immature behaviour and even
insanity. A shadowy Jupiter
shall indulge in pomp and
show and will make the native
incur colossal expenditure. A
dusky Venus can bring
discord in marriage, and the
native seeks pleasure out of
the marital bond. Shady side

of Mars makes the native
argumentative and makes
him prone to wage war on
others without reason. The
dark side of moon leads to
fickleness, intolerance and
orthodoxy. The dusky side of
the sun leads to gain from the
government, illegally. Saturn
audits the Karma in respect to
the deeds committed by him
in the era of the different
planets, and there is no planet
that can pardon the verdict of
Saturn. A planned journey
that follows after a horoscope
reading is the best way to
negate the ills of Saturn.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Visit:
www.vinaybajrangi.com; Call:
9278665588 or 9278555588; Blog:
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog.
Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains satisfactory.
Money from other sources is
likely to boost earnings and
kee
ep you financially
ssound. Your
willingness for work
is likely to make you
the favourite of
superiors. Your wellwishers can force you
w
into something that will
ultimately benefit you. Avoid
getting overstrained on a
long journey.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Brown

A side business will start
giving good returns and add
to your wealth. You will
rem
main a step ahead of
what the boss thinks
w
of and impress them.
You can be treated
to something special
at home. Commuting
can become a hassle
for tthose travelling long
distance. Prospects of
getting a piece of property
at bargain price look bright.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Silver

Some of you may turn your
attention towards health to
keep fit. Earning good
mo
oney is indicated for
tthose into business.
You may get the
opportunity to
return a favour to a
workplace colleague.
Changes required at
C
home may be given the
hom
go ahead. Your well-wishers
will keep your flag flying
high on the social front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Dark Brown

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Monetary problems are likely
to multiply as savings
evaporate. You may have to
find time to cope up
with incomplete work
at work today. A
family reunion may
be on the cards, so
plan your leave. This
is a good time to plan
a short vacation. An
addition or alteration to the
house may commence soon
under your supervision.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Violet

Insistence on healthy habits
will be key to remaining fit
and energetic. Someone on
the business front may
take you for a ride by
promising much, but
delivering little. A
family youngster
may need guidance,
but do some with a
ely
soft glove. You are likely
to enjoy a long drive with
friends. Commuting
problems get resolved.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Light Blue

You find an improvement in
your health and feel more
energetic. An earning
me
opportunity may com
along for those into
business and
traders. It will be
fun travelling with
friends and family
today. Exciting
company is likely to
make a journey pleasurable.
Booking a house or a plot is
possible.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream

ANI
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Entertainment & Promotional Features

BeattheheatwithCotton
ExpoatKisanBhawan
ummer is here and
every body is looking
for varieties in cotton
wear to counter the
sweltering heat and look
elegant at the same time. It’s
also the time for exhibitions
at different parts of the
country. One such cotton
extravaganza spearheaded
by Jaipur Prints is the
Cotton Expo, which is on at
Kisan Bhawan, Sector 35A,
Chandigarh.
The exhibition has on
display works from some of
the finest designers in
country. It has around 75
stalls offering multiple
lifestyle products. It’s quiet
a, ‘you name it and we have
it’ scenario at the exhibition.
It has an endless number of
handloom items on display.
Once can pick and choose
from innumerable colours
and countless designs.
Jaipuri block print fabric,
Pakistani designer suits,
kurtis, ready made suits,
chikan embroidery fabric by
Sultan Ji from Mumbai,
jewellery, fashion
accessories, home decor,
silk dress material, bed
sheets, AC dohar, tableware,
linen, etc are available here
and are real treat for the
style hungry locals.
Besides fabrics, Cotton
Expo also showcases readyto-wear ladies kurtis, salwar
kameez, special dupattas,
kids ethnic wear and much
more.
A big attraction is the
ethnic ghaghra choli and
dhoti-kurta for the children.
A shopping heaven for the
boutique owners, Rajasthan
Kota doria ,Chanderi,
Bhagalpur silk from Bihar,

S

Customers at the expo.

KARAN WANTS REBOOT OF
KITNI MAST HAI ZINDAGI

PHOTOS: HTCS

Karan Singh Grover and Panchi Bora in a still from the TV show Kitni
Mast Hai Zindagi that aired in 2004
Shreya Mukherjee
he trend of production
houses remaking hit old
TV shows is fast catching
up. A number of shows have
made their way back to the
small screen. And actor
Karan Singh Grover, who
himself is making a comeback
on television with a reboot of
a popular old show, wishes
that his debut TV show, Kitni
Mast Hai Zindagi, also gets
remade with a twist. “I
strongly feel that if that show
was made now, it would have
probably done much better.
That’s because we are
experimenting with content a
lot more these days,” says
Karan, who got his first break
in 2004 with this show backed
by Ekta Kapoor.
Talking about the show 15
years after it first aired and
went on to become a hit,
especially among the younger
generation, Karan says, “It
was such a cool show,
especially for the way it dealt
with the concept of love and
relationships. Looking back, I
feel had that show not
happened to me, I would not
have learnt much the way I
did. That whole experience

T
Gujarati handloom
products, phool-pati work
from Rampur as well as
Aligarh and garments with
prints and embroidery are a
huge hit among customers.
“In this exhibition, we
have added special engraved
wooden furniture and
artifacts from Saharanpur
and more stalls of designer

CAUGHT ON INSTA
Actors Rishi and Neetu
Kapoor were clicked in
New York with their
daughter and
granddaughter, Riddhima
Kapoor Sahni and Samara
Sahni.

05

jewellery after studying the
Chandigarh market,” says
Rakesh, president of the
society.
In the home section, one
can get Khekra bed cover,
Gudari, tablecloth, printed
and woven bedcovers.
The expo is on till June 17
at Kisan Bhawan, Sector
35A, Chandigarh.

trained me.” He adds how
Ekta took care of “all of us so
well and made sure we
enjoyed the experience”.
When asked if he has
mentioned to Ekta that he
wishes the show gets a reboot
and comes back on TV, Karan
adds, “I really loved the show,
so I might tell her. And I am
sure Ekta will understand
where I am coming from. But
at the same time, she knows
which show will work [or
not]. She understands the
audience much better that
way.”
And would audiences get to
see Karan again in the
rebooted version of the show,
if it happens? “Yes,” pat
comes the reply. “If I get the
chance, then why not? That
would be wonderful. But it
also depends on the
commitments that I might
have around that time.”
Meanwhile, Karan, who
had shifted his focus to films
in between, is all geared up for
his TV comeback. This time
too, he is collaborating with
Ekta and would be seen
playing an older and iconic
small screen character with
salt-and-pepper hair.
n

I might tell Ekta Kapoor
[to remake Kitni Mast
Hai Zindagi], but she
knows if the show will
work [or not]. She
understands the
audience much better.
KARAN SINGH GROVER
ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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‘IT’SA MYTH THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS SERIOUSNESS’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Diljit Dosanjh says as per his experience, turbaned
Sikhs are not being misrepresented in Bollywood
of mouth has also worked well
for us. It’s a great time to be in
the show business.

Dubai vacay for little Alia
Actor Soni Razdan shared this throwback picture, in which
we also spotted her daughter, actor Alia Bhatt. “Throwback
... to God knows when this was. A holiday in Dubai ... can’t
believe sometimes we looked the way we did. And had kids
hanging onto us like little monkeys....#familylove,” she
captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN

unjabi actors Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru
Bajwa were in
Chandigarh to promote
their film Shadaa, which is set
to be released on June 21.
Punjabi cinema’s dream girl
and the man of few words
opened up to Hindustan
Times about brain drain in
Punjab, pay gap in the regional
film industry, the reach of
local cinema and more.
Excerpts:

P

QUOTE HANGER
ACTORS LIKE US
ARE DIFFERENT,
OUR APPROACH
TOWARDS
REALITY IS
DIFFERENT FROM
OTHERS

WHEN WE START
OFF, WE DON’T
HAVE RESEARCH
OR BACKGROUND
OF WHAT WE
THINK THE
AUDIENCE LIKES

TAAPSEEPANNU,
ACTOR

EKTA KAPOOR,
PRODUCER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tip Tip Barsa
Paani 2?
Buzz is that the chartbuster,
Tip Tip Barsa Paani from
Mohra (1994), which had
Akshay Kumar alongside
Raveena Tandon, will be
recreated for Akshay’s next!
According to a report on
PeepingMoon, Rohit Shetty
will film the track, whose
rights he has procured, next

Subhashree Nanda

A still from the song
week on Akshay and Katrina
Kaif. They are shooting for
the Hyderabad schedule.

How do you choose
to do a film?
Diljit: If the team is good, I’ll
do the film. For instance, in
Shadaa, I am a wedding
photographer and have a lot of
friends in that business. I
believe I click good pictures, so
things just clicked.
Neeru: For me, the script and
the team matter. Good stories
appeal to the audience, so they
appeal to us as well. When I got
a call about Shadaa and
working with Diljit again, I
said yes. It’s great to work with
old friends.
Has the reach of Punjabi cinema
increased in India and overseas?
Diljit: Good direction, good
acting and most importantly,
good content are the key. Add
to this web platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, where
people sitting overseas can
watch our films. That has
increased the fan base. Word

Good direction, good
acting and most
importantly, good
content are the key.
Add to this web
platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
where people sitting
overseas can watch
our films.

How can clash of screens
between Bollywood and
regional cinema be resolved?
Diljit: The clash is there, but
the intensity of it has lessened
over time, mostly because now
there are multiple-screen
theatres. It’s a little difficult to
get more screens outside
Punjab, but within the state
the fan following, demand and
dedication is good. So we get
enough screens here.
Is there a lack of serious cinema
in the Punjabi film industry?
Diljit: The most appreciation
that I have received in my
career is for serious films such
as Punjab 1984. So, it’s not true
that Punjabi films lack
seriousness.
Neeru: No, it’s a myth... a
stereotype. Many serious
issues are being raised
through Punjabi cinema as
well. And those movies are
being accepted, appreciated
and awarded by people.
Do you believe that there is pay
gap in the Punjabi industry?
Neeru: It is. There’s no
denying that. I believe the
issue can be solved if women
actors show solidarity and
don’t accept a project at a
lesser pay. They should stick
together. Male actors should
also support the cause to bring
a change in the current
scenario.
Many believe that turbaned
Sikhs are misrepresented or
shown just for comic element
in Hindi cinema. Do you think
that’s the case?
Diljit: I can’t say anything
about the past, but now I

Mydaddy
strongest

DILJIT DOSANJH, ACTOR
believe it’s not the case. I’m a
turbaned actor and have
bagged good roles because of
that. My movie, Punjab 1984,
which received a national
award was on a serious topic
and on Sikhs. That movie was
the turning point of my career.
My films Phillauri, Soorma
and Udta Punjab had serious
Sikh characters. So, our
representation has changed.
But it’s true that Punjabis are
happy-go-lucky. And there’s
no harm in making people
laugh.

What is your take on more
and more Punjabi youth
settling abroad?
Diljit: Unemployment is a
major reason behind this
trend. Youngsters feel
directionless here, their future
seems unsure. Outside India,
they are getting opportunities,
and have no other option than
to shift base.
Neeru: The situation can be
changed if we generate jobs
here and provide job-oriented
education. Start-ups can be a
good way to create jobs.
n

subhashree.nanda@htlive.com

Neeru Bajwa and singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh in Chandigarh on Saturday.

PHOTO: ANIL DAYAL/HT

Favourite hero for his
daughter. Role model for his
son. On Father’s Day today,
Bollywood stars celebrate the
bond with the special man in
their lives
Actor-filmmaker Pooja
Bhatt with father,
filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt

Actor Athiya Shetty
with father, actor
Suniel Shetty

Actor Taapsee
Pannu with
father Dilmohan
Singh Pannu, a
retired real
estate
professional
Actor Ananya Panday with
father, actor Chunky Panday

Actor Yami
Gautam with
father Mukesh
Gautam, a film
director

Actor Tusshar Kapoor and producer
Ekta Kapoor with their father,
veteran actor Jeetendra

Actor Kriti Sanon with father
Rahul Sanon, a chartered
accountant
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NERDY AND FILMI: A LOOK
AT BAZMI’S BOOKSHELF

PHOTO:
HTCS

Experience London’s Oxford
Street in your neighbourhood
courtyard,” adds Abhishek
Goyal, director, Oxford
Street.
The British architectural
elements have been studied
in depth and are being
transplanted here Right from
the designs of pillars to that
of street lights, pavers,
lighting, interiors are driven
from British architecture.
The open courtyard has been
specially designed with open
reading facilities, lactating
rooms, and world class
washrooms.
A special health and
wellness hub has been
beautifully crafted that will
have in house gym,spa and
saloon all at one place. There
are around 50 boutique hotel
rooms with wide-ranging
investment options. The
provision for a huge brewery
and fine dine space gives
Oxford street a unique
flavour. While talking about
the commercial aspect
Parveen Kansal (Chairman)
said that Oxford Street will
be an apt place for start-ups
and young entrepreneurs as
co-working spaces have been
provided. However, special
provisions have been made
to take care of their needs.
The co-working spaces have
been provided with

independent cabins to take
care of their privacy, while
working collectively. Oxford
Street, on ChandigarhAmbala Highway, is a
complete commercial retail
hub providing idle
environment for families and
entrepreneurs to visit and
experience a unique British
flavour and shopping
experience.
The company is providing
a 15-year lease program
alongwith easy construction
linked payment plans and
investment options.
Visit www.oxfordstreet.in
for more information on the
project.

ABOUT ROYALE
ESTATE GROUP
With a presence of over 20
years in Real Estate, the
Royale Estate Group has
already delivered many
projects in London,
Chandigarh Capital Region
as well as Punjab. Royale
Estate-I, Royale Estate-II,
Windcross, Chandigarh
Royale City, and Aero
Arcade around Chandigarh
while Frobisher House in
Peterborough (London),
Charter House and Avleen
House in Bedford (London),
are a few to mention here.

When the mountains call, be
responsible, says Priyanka

Navneet Vyasan
ilmmaker Anees Bazmi
has been entertaining us
all for long. The films that
he wrote include Bol Radha
Bol (1992), Gopi Kishan (1994)
and Sirf Tum (1999). But
Bazmee himself finds
inspiration in books. A selfconfessed nerd, he loves Ibne-Safi writings. Excerpts from
an interview that gives us a
peek into his bookshelf...

F

List the books that are currently
on your reading list?
I have been in London for
almost three months
shooting, which is why I have
not read anything but scripts
here, but the last book I read
before reaching London was
So Good They Can’t Ignore
You by Cal Newport.
The best book you’ve read so
far?
My favourite book is Diwan-eGhalib by poet Mirza
Asadullah Khan Ghalib. I’m a
big fan of his writings, and I

discover different aspects of
the poems each time I read it.

List the genres you enjoy reading
and the ones you avoid?
I consider myself a nerd, I
love reading all kinds of
genres. I read anything that
gets my attention.
Which book do you think
everyone should read at least
once?
Diwan-e-Ghalib by Mirza
Asadullah Khan Ghalib and A
Tale of Two Cities by Charles
Dickens.
What do you like to read when
you travel?
Whenever I am travelling I
like to read books written by
local writers and books
related to the culture and
heritage of that country.
What kind of reader were you as
a child? Which childhood stories
have stayed with you?
I used to read a lot of books as
a child, Ibn-e-Safi is a writer
whose writings I adore the

most. I have read his every
single book of his and
according to me, he is a
genius.

My favourite book is A Tale of Two Cities by Charles
Dickens. It gives you a different perspective in life.
ANEES BAZMI FILMMAKER

Which is your favourite fairy tale
or folk story?
Has to be Laila Majnu and
Heer Ranjha.
If you had to name one book that
made you who you are today,
which one would it be?
Well, my favourite book is A
Tale of Two Cities by Charles
Dickens. This is a book that
gives you a different
perspective in life. Every
person should read this book
at least once in their lifetime.
Which author would you choose
to write your life story?
I feel nobody knows my life,
struggles, failures, success,
the ups and downs of my life
better than myself. It will be a
bit unfair for someone else to
write about my story. So, if
there is ever a book about my
journey, it has to be written
by me.

An ethnic clothing brand

E x h i b i t i n g At :

HOTEL AROMA
Exhibition Hall
Sector 22
CHANDIGARH

15-16-17-18 June
Block Printed
C ot to n Ku r t i s
S e t s , D re s s e s
S e m i - Fe s t a l

9768140111
www.nakshjaipur.com

magine yourself roaming in
the streets of London and
shopping while being in
Chandigarh.
The Royale Estate Group
is gifting the people of tricity
an epitome of lifestyle and
British shopping experience
at their new commercial
setup, the Oxford Street.
Young minds Piyush
Kansal and Abhishek
Goyal, who have recently
completed their studies from
London, have played an
instrumental role in the
conceptual uptake.
“Our objective of bringing
this kind of a commercial
setup to tricity was to have
the much needed relaxation
elements unlike the closed
mall structure. We will have
open sitting surrounded by
cafes, food outlets, kids play
areas, smoking kiosks which
are all inspired from
London’s Oxford Street,”
says Piyush Kansal, director,
Oxford Street
“Due care has been given
to the needs of all genders
like women, kids and men
with ample retail shopping
options, kids mall, and huge
gaming zones for both kids
and adults. More than 50% of
the areas of the project is
dedicated to British inspired

I

Sanchita Kalra
he is on a high after
climbing the fifth-highest
peak in the world — the
8,481 metre-high Mt Makalu,
but Priyanka Mohite, 26,
doesn’t forget to insist on the
importance of maintaining
cleanliness on the mountains.
“It’s our responsibility to take
care. We are taught to bring our
tents and empty oxygen
cylinders back. As a
responsible climber, I end up
bringing 10-20 kg of waste
back,” Mohite says,
commenting on the recent
reports of 11,000 kg of garbage
being recovered from
Mt Everest.
With her Instagram account
full of mountaineering pictures
and a description that reads, “A
girl whose dancing legs are
climbing now!”, she not only
received praise from the public
on her successful climb, but
also from Master Blaster,
Sachin Tendulkar, who
congratulated her for the feat
and expressed admiration for
her passion. Mohite, who is
trained in Bharatanatyam and
currently works for a
pharmaceutical company in
Bangalore, has previously
climbed Mount Lhotse, the
fourth highest mountain in the
world, in 2018 and Mount
Everest in 2013 — the youngest
girl from Maharashtra to do so
then. “I started trekking with
relatives when I was in 4th or
5th class. I was in 7th class
when I took up professional
trekking training that included
rock climbing.

S
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CHB PROJECT IN SEC 51: DELAY IN CONSTRUCTION
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Call: 98762-99888

COLLEGE OF LAW
LL.B. (3 Years) BA-LL.B. (5 Years) B.Com-LL.B.* (5 Years)
4Approved by BCI, New Delhi 4Af liated to Punjabi University, Patiala 4Associate of CLAT 4LSAT Exam Centre

Sh. Vijender Jain, Former Chief Justice, Pb & Haryana, HC

Mr. Justice Swatanter Kumar, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India

S. Fatehdeep Singh, Hon’ble Justice, Pb & Haryana HC

Sh. KTS Tulsi, Senior Supreme Court Advocate

Advocate Sapna Arora, Moot Court Expert

Advocate Sh. Amit Rana, Ex Co-Chairman, BCI, New Delhi

Dr. Anmol Rattan Sidhu, Ex- President, Pb & Haryana HC Bar Association

World Social Justice Day Celebrated @ Aryans Campus

B.Tech (4 Years)
Diploma (3 Years)
BCA (3 Years)

MBA (2 Years)
BBA (3 Years)
B.Com (3 Years)

B.Ed (2 Years)
MA (Edu) (2 Years)
BA (3 Years)

B. Pharma (4 Years)
D. Pharma (2 Years)

GNM (3 Years)
ANM (2 Years)

Dr. Vijay Nagpal, Prof., Dept. of Laws, PU, Chd

B.Sc (Hons) (4 Years)
Diploma (2 Years)

HIGHLIGHTS: The only campus near Chandigarh established and promoted by a family of Teachers ●The only Campus in
Punjab to become part of those top Universities and Colleges of Legal Studies which use CLAT Score for the admissions in Law
Courses ●The only campus in Chandigarh region to be the Exam Centre of LSAT- 2019 ● Regular Moot Court Workshops/Legal
Aid Camps/Court Visits for the Students ●Tie-ups with Top MNCs and Foreign Universities for Students & Faculty Exchange Program
● 500+ companies visited campus for placement drives in a single year ● 100% Education Loan, Hostel & Transport facility available.

FOLLOW US:
Campus Address : Between Banur-Rajpura, Rajpura, Near Chandigarh | Call : 98765-99888
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WEATHER

Min

Max
Thunder 42.6°c

shortstories
GUNSHOTS FIRED
ON AIRPORT ROAD
MOHALI: An unidentified man
reportedly fired gunshots in the
air at Radha Soami light point on
Airport Road in Mohali late on
Friday night. The incident was
witnessed by five staffers of the
Hindustan Times who were on
their way home after clocking out
around 1am.
››P2

Suicide: Wife, in-laws
booked for abetment
MOHALI : Allegedly harassed by
his wife for not taking her on a
vacation, a man hanged himself at
his house in Sector 104 here on
Friday night. The victim has been
identified as Amit Kandhari, 39.
“His brother Sumit alleged that
Amit was harassed by his in-laws
for not taking his wife Khushi on
››P2
vacation,” said police.

Attack on singer: Police
grill wife’s relatives
MOHALI : Even two days after an
attack on Punjabi singer Baltaj
Khan, 24, police are yet to make
arrests. They are now questioning
Kurukshetra-based relatives of the
singer’s wife, Sandeep Kaur. Two
motorcycle-borne masked men
had shot at Khan, professionally
known as Taj Allapuria, near Palki
marriage palace in Balongi on the
››P3
Kharar highway.

debate of
the week
MEDICS AT RISK

HOW TO
GUARANTEE
DOCTORS’
SAFETY ?
Does anyone have the right to
attack medical practitioners?
What should be done to
ensure their safety? Write to
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by June 21.
››OUR TAKE P2

25.1 °c

Max
Humidity

Min

63% 10%

MAY THE TRIBE OF
MIDDLEMEN GROW

SUNDAY READ

n

Vivek Gupta

BOOM BARRIERS, APP, CCTVS
AMONG SMART FACILITIES

CHANDIGARH : A municipal corpo-

ration panel formed last month
to examine the paid parking system in Chandigarh has recommended to withdraw discretionary quota of free parking passes
to the UT administration’s top
babus and thousands of its own
employees.
The panel met on Saturday to
review the proposed hike in
parking rates, though this decision was put off for next week.
At present, four free parking
passes each are allowed to the UT
administrator, adviser, home
secretary and finance secretary.
Besides these, two free parking passes each are permitted to
all MC councillors, civil servants, chief engineers, superintending engineers, legal officers,
medical health officer and chief
architect posted in the Chandigarh administration. One free
parking pass is also approved for
gallantry award winners,
accredited press reporters and
officers up to junior engineers.
Meanwhile, all municipal
employees are allowed free parking on the basis of their identity
card.
Former mayor Arun Sood,
who is heading the panel, said
running paid parking lots had
become non-viable for contractors due to the provision of such
a huge number of free parking
passes. The MC, too, is suffering
financial losses.

The MC panel during its
meeting on Saturday recommended streamlining of
smart parking facilities
that are to be introduced as
part of the new contract.
The panel wants installation of boom barriers at
four parking lots — Elante
Mall, Sukhna Lake and Sector 17’s Empire Store and
Sahib Singh parking lots. In
the earlier contract, boom
barriers were not mandatory.
According to the recommendations, each parking
lot will have a swipe
machine to facilitate commuters to pay through debit
or credit cards. This, too, is
a new provision. The panel
also decided that the MC
will develop a parking app.

“This practice must be
stopped in the new paid parking
contract. Therefore, during the
meeting, we have decided to
withdraw the discretionary
quota and recommended that the
MC House should limit the number of free passes to be issued to
different categories,” said Sood.
These recommendations as
well as those concerning terms
and conditions of the new parking contract are expected to be

>>p6

MOBILE-LILA

HT Correspondent

NEW CONTRACT Ex-mayor says running paid parking lots
has become non-viable due to plethora of discretionary passes
vivek.gupta@htlive.com

READY FOR
INDIA-PAK CLASH
WORLD CUP FANS

23-YR-OLD HELD
FOR RAPING,
IMPREGNATING
MINOR COUSIN

MC panel wants free
parking passes of
UT babus withdrawn
n

>>p5

Sood said before deciding
smart facilities, the committee studies past weaknesses.
“The contractor will
have install a big display
screen to show real-time
occupancy inside the parking lot, which was missing
earlier. We have also specified that vehicles will have
to be parked in earmarked
slots. Otherwise, contractors will be fined for haphazard parking,” he said,
adding that there needs to
be a parking attendant
every 50 metre.
Installation of high definition CCTV cameras at all
entry and exit points with a
control station at the MC
building is another recommendation.

tabled in the House meeting later
this month.
Once approved, tenders will
be floated to hire new private
players to run paid parking lots
in the city. The previous contract
with Mumbai’s Arya Toll Infra
Limited was scrapped after it
defaulted on the licence fee. The
panel headed by Sood has
already decided to increase the
number of paid parking lots from
existing 61 to 98.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A 23-year-old man
has been arrested for allegedly
raping and impregnating his
minor cousin in Sector 56 here,
police said on Saturday.
The victim, who is 13-year-old,
was found 13-week pregnant
after being taken to hospital on
complaining of extreme pain in
her stomach a few days ago.
An investigating official said
the accused is her maternal
uncle’s son and committed the
crime when he stayed at her
house for some days after the
family returned from a relative’s
wedding in their village in Uttarakhand.
The accused works in Mohali
and has been staying in Chandigarh for the past five years,
police said. He has been arrested
and sent to judicial custody. A
case has been registered under
Section 376 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code besides the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act at the Sector 39 police station.
Initially, the girl had named
another person from Uttarakhand as the accused, claiming
she was raped during her visit to
the village. Following this, a Zero
FIR was registered by Chandigarh Police and a team was sent
to Uttarakhand for investigation. However, later, the girl
named her cousin and a fresh
case was registered.

ACCUSED LIVES IN
CHANDIGARH AND
WORKS IN MOHALI,
VICTIM HAD EARLIER
NAMED SOMEONE ELSE

n

Kids dressed as Lord Krishna busy on mobile phones while awaiting their turn during a summer
HT PHOTO
camp performance at Iskcon Temple, Sector 36, Chandigarh, on Saturday.

Man killed in Indl
Area hit-and-run
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A 40-year-old man

was killed in what is suspected
to be a hit-and-run in the Industrial Area, Phase 1, on Friday
night, police said on Saturday.
However, the viscera report
will confirm the exact cause of
death, said doctors.
Victim Charanjit Singh of
Bapu Dham Colony in Sector 26
used to work at a construction
site at the Industrial Area,
Phase 1.
A passerby found him lying
injured in the parking lot adjacent to the plot and informed

police. Singh was rushed to Government Medical College and
Hospital, Sector 32, but was
declared “brought dead”.
The victim’s postmortem
report is awaited as doctors
have sent his viscera samples
for forensic testing.
Police are yet to trace the
vehicle and ascertain the identity of the accused. They are
going through closed-circuit television (CCTV) camera footage
of the area.
A case has been registered
under Section 304A (causing
death due to negligence) of the
Indian Penal Code at the Industrial Area police station.

Cloudy, windy
days on the cards
CHANDIGARH: With western disturbances present in the region,
light rain is expected in the city
in the coming days.
“Light rain and thunder are
likely in the region from Sunday
onwards,” said an India Meteorological Department official.
“Though active, the system will
lose most of its effect Tuesday
onwards, but cloudy conditions
are expected in Chandigarh till
Wednesday.”
The weatherman said gusty
winds with speeds up to 40km/h
are also likely to blow in the city.
In next three days, maximum
temperature will remain
between 41 and 42 degrees while
minimum temperature will be
between 25 and 27 degrees, said
IMD officials.
HTC
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Zirakpur to get new
sewage treatment
plant, fire station

KO L K ATA H O S P I TA L I N C I D E N T

MC HOUSE MEET Annual budget of ₹81.42 cr passed unanimously

CHANDIGARH : The Association of

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Conceding to the longpending demand of the residents,
the Zirakpur municipal council
finally decided to send the
agenda of building of a new fire
station at Bhabat to the Punjab
government for approval.
The MC House meet on Friday, chaired by president Kulwinder Singh Sohi in the presence of MLA NK Sharma and
councillors,
unanimously
passed an annual budget of
₹81.42 crore for the year 2019-20.
Sohi said there was a dire need
of a fire station in Zirakpur
as during fire emergencies, the
residents were dependent on
either Derabassi or Mohali
for help.
The agenda of setting up of
another sewage treatment plant
(STP) at Ghazipur was also sent
for approval, with a budget allocation of ₹24.25 crore.

TWO HELD WITH
175 GM HEROIN
IN TWO CASES
MOHALI : The Special Task Force
(STF) on Saturday claimed to
have arrested two drug peddlers
and seized 175 grams of heroin in
two separate incidents.
In the first case, accused
Dheeraj of Ambala was arrested
near a private hospital at Sector
70, Mohali. He had come to
Mohali in his car to deliver the
drugs. On searching the car,
police recovered a pouch with 72
grams heroin.
Deputy superintendent of
police Rajan Parwinder Singh
said Dheeraj was booked by
Ambala police two years ago on
charges of assault.
In the preliminary interrogation, Dheeraj confessed he used
to buy drugs from a Nigerian
national in Uttam Nagar, Delhi.
In the second incident, a man
was arrested at a naka near old
bus stand in Phase 8, Mohali. The
police recovered 75 grams of heroin from accused Vishal Arora
of Sector 20, Panchkula.
Two separate cases were registered under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
Act, and the accused were sent to
two days police custody. HTC

ISSUES OF STRAY DOG
MENACE, DEVELOPMENT
OF PARKS, WATER
SCARCITY AND
UNAUTHORISED
CONSTRUCTION AND
ENCROACHMENTS
WERE ALSO RAISED
HOUSE DEMANDS
SUPPLY OF WATER
FROM KAJAULI
The MC decided to write to the
Punjab government to supply
water to Zirakpur from Kajauli
waterworks.
A population of about 2.5 lakh
has led to an increase in demand
of water supply in Zirakpur.
Owing to the depleting ground
water level, the tubewells
installed in the town are unable
to meet that demand.
“The MC is ready to bear all

the costs involved in getting
water supplied from Kajauli,”
said Sohi. Additionally, about
two dozen tubewells will be
installed, he said.
SANITATION IS AN ISSUE
Admitting that sanitation in
Zirakpur was not up to the mark,
MLA NK Sharma said directions
had been issued to clear the
roads and gullies of the town
with machines. The officials
have been asked to invite experienced companies to workout a
cleaning schedule, Sharma said.
Development of parks, installation of LED lights and planting
of 10,000 trees during the upcoming monsoon were discussed.
Issues of sanitation, stray dog
menace were raised, along with
water scarcity and unauthorised
construction and encroachments.
Councillors said in the last
two years, no development had
taken place in Zirakpur.

PGI docs threaten
strike tomorrow ‘if
solution not reached’
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Resident Doctors (ARD) of the
Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research
(PGIMER) issued a press statement Saturday apologising for
inconvenience caused to people
and informing they are likely to
go on strike again on Monday.
The press statement read,
“After nationwide protests, the
talks on the issue have started
and many authorities have
requested for two days’ time to
solve the situation. The IMA
(Indian Medical Association) has
also called for a nationwide strike
from Monday.”
“As discussed with different
doctor associations all over India
and with the suggestions of the
ARD PGIMER, all are of the view
that two days be given to the government to solve the issue. The
situation has been perceived as
extremely grave and we will
leave no stone unturned to support our fellow doctors,” it reads.
The ARD issued an ultimatum
to the West Bengal government to
meet the demands of their doctors

on strike by Sunday.
“We will watch for the
response and developments
before planning further actions.
It was also decided to escalate and
convert the solidarity movement
into a protest movement,” the
press statement read.
Dr Uttam Thakur, president of
the ARD, said in case the solution
to the situation is not achieved by
Sunday, an indefinite protest will
start on Monday, with restriction
of all services except emergency
and ICU services.
“Till then, we will continue
showing our solidarity by wearing black ribbons to work. We
regret the inconvenience caused
to patients and urge them to support us in our movement against
violence on doctors,” he said.
Earlier on Friday, over 1,200
resident doctors of the PGIMER
suspended work for four hours,
leaving patients harassed.
Supporting the call given by
IMA for nationwide strike on
June 17, the resident doctors of
GMCH-32 issued a statement saying “non-emergency services
shall be withdrawn for 24 hours
on June 17. Emergency services
will run smoothly.”

SHALL I COMPARE THEE TO A SUMMER’S DAY?

debate of
the week

firstperson

n

Desi Rangmanch artistes performing a play, ‘Paribhasha – Prem Ki’, written by Mukesh Sharma and directed by Hira Singh, at
RAVI KUMAR/HT
Navrang Auditorium of Bal Bhawan, Sector 23, in Chandigarh on Saturday.

Munieshwer A Sagar
CHANDIGARH : After a second consecutive victory from the Chandigarh Lok Sabha seat, the city unit
of the Bharatiya Janata Party is
all set for a makeover in its leadership.
Current state unit president
Sanjay Tandon will move on to
new responsibilities in the party,
and the city unit will have a new
president by the end of the year.
The new party chief is likely to
take over after the assembly elections in Haryana and two other
states are completed.
“There will be new mandal and
district presidents. Also, a new
state party president will take
over by the end of the year,” said
Sanjay Tandon, Chandigarh BJP
president.
Tandon is the longest serving
city president in the party’s history, having completed three consecutive terms of three years
each. He took over as state president in 2010. As per the party constitution, a person can’t have
more than two consecutive terms
as party president.
“After the completion of his
second term, the national party
leadership asked him to continue
as the state president because the
municipal elections were due at
the time. With his third term ending, he was again asked to continue and prepare for the general

T

he doctors’ unrest after two junior interns at the NRS
Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata were attacked
by the relatives of an octogenarian patient who died on
June 10 appears to be spiralling out of control.
West Bengal (WB) CM Mamata Banerjee’s ultimatum to
doctors to return to work in three days or vacate their hostels
strengthened the medicos’ resolve to keep agitating unless
security was provided in hospitals and the perpetrators of the
violence arrested.
Though Union health minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has
reportedly written to all state CMs asking for strict action
against anyone attacking doctors and a two-judge bench of
the Calcutta High Court
chaired by chief justice TBN
Radhakrishnan has asked the
state government to persuade
the striking doctors to resume
MEDICS AT RISK
work, the agitation is spreading
across the country.
HOW TO
About a 100 doctors in staterun hospitals across West BenGUARANTEE
gal have written to the authoriDOCTORS’
ties expressing their desire to
resign.
SAFETY ?
The Indian Medical AssociaDoes anyone have the right to
tion (IMA) launched a threeattack medical practitioners?
day
protest from Friday, calling
What should be done to ensure
for a nationwide strike on Montheir safety? Write to chandiday, June 17, if the issue was not
garh@hindustantimes.com
resolved.
by June 21.
At the Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research in Chandigarh over 1,200 resident doctors held a
demonstration on Friday to express solidarity with their protesting counterparts in Kolkata because of which out-patient
department (OPD) services were restricted. Though work continued on Saturday, doctors of PGIMER as well as the All India
Institute of Medical Education and Research (AIIMS) Delhi
threatened to strike work from Monday if the Kolkata doctors’
demands were not met.
Similar protests have been staged across Punjab and Haryana.
Health services have been severely affected and as the
impasse continues, the death of a newborn child has already
been reported on Thursday due to alleged medical negligence.
Doctors have their duty to do and take the Hippocratic Oath
to heal the sick at any cost, but there’s no denying the fact that
theirs is a high-pressure job which requires back-breaking
work, often for days without breaks to save lives and tend to the
ill and the infirm.
The existing Medical Protection Act, which protects doctors
in medical institutes and private practitioners from violence
and damage to property, with three year jail term and ₹50,000
fine to the guilty lacks teeth as it does not feature either in the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) or in the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC).
There’s a need to make the law more stringent as no physical
violence can be justified against a person just doing his or her
job. Any patient can die of natural causes and if negligence is
suspected every patient or his kin is free to take recourse to the
law and bring the guilty to book.
Doctors are men and women who work hard to save lives.
At no cost must their safety and welfare be compromised.

DEMAND EQUAL PAY FOR
EQUAL WORK; ALLEGE
NHM IS FORCING THEM
TO RESIGN AND HAS
DEDUCTED 3% OF
THEIR SALARIES

BJP to get new president Gunshots fired on
for Chandigarh by year end Mohali Airport Road
munieshwer.sagar@htlive.com

People who save lives
need to be saved

CHANDIGARH: The contractual
employees of the National
Health Mission (NHM), Chandigarh, will observe Pulse Polio
Immunisation Programme by
wearing black ribbons on Sunday and Monday, an official
statement read.
The union members said their
long-pending demand for “equal
pay for equal work” for social
stability had not been met by the
UT health department. “On the
contrary, the NHM department
has deducted 3% salary of the
employees with effect from February 19,” the press statement
said.
They alleged after serving the
NHM for many years, the administration was forcing employees
to resign and join another contract, citing shortage of budget
allocation from the GoI.
“Showing respect for the
model code of conduct, we didn’t
carry out any protest. But now,
we want to express our anger by
wearing black ribbons during
polio and routine duty, as a symbol of protest against the NHM
and the UT administration,” the
union representatives said.
“This time, we will not cause
any inconvenience to the public
and carry out our polio duty with
sincerity, with the hope the
administration will come up
with a solution,” they said. HTC

‘It was terrifying as car
driver fired into the air’
Aakriti Sharma

n

ourtake

NHM employees
to wear black
ribbons during
Pulse Polio drive

PARTY
STRUCTURE
n The party structure is

divided into five districts,
which in turn have 34
mandals, and then booth
samitis
n Members from samitis elect
the mandal representatives,
and mandal members elect
the district representatives
n The district representatives
elect the president. Generally, for the post of state
president, consensus
among district delegates is
attempted at.

elections in 2019,” said a senior
party leader, who didn’t want to
be named.
WINNING POLLS AND
FIGHTING RIFTS
In the last five years, under Tandon’s presidentship, while the
party won all the three major
elections–twice the Chandigarh
Lok Sabha seat in 2014 and 2019,
and the municipal corporation
elections in 2016—the party also
faced factionalism.
Two major factions, one supporting Tandon and the second
supporting Chandigarh MP Kirron Kher, had several public
spats within the MC and outside.

Tensions peaked among the
two factions and the supporters of
former MP Satya Pal Jain in the
run up to the 2019 general elections. Tandon, Jain and Kher
were the three contenders for the
Chandigarh Lok Sabha seat. The
ticket went to Kher who defeated
Congress’s Pawan Kumar Bansal
to retain her seat.
The factionalism is likely to
impact the appointment of the
new city party functionaries
including the city party chief.
“The party won the Lok Sabha
seat, increasing its popular vote
share from around 42% in 2014 to
around 50% this year. But, the
tussle hasn’t ended. The new battleground will be the control over
the party and the appointment of
the new party president,” said the
senior party leader.
CRUCIAL MC ELECTIONS
ARE SLATED FOR 2021
The party will contest the next
municipal elections under a new
state president, whose term will
end in 2022.
“It is crucial who will be the
next president. (S)he will play a
central role in the distribution of
tickets for the MC elections and
devising a strategy. While the Lok
Sabha ticket went to the sitting
MP Kher, it is highly likely the
party president post will go to the
other faction for maintaining
internal balance,” said the
leader.

City authors attend
book-reading session
CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
Literary Society (CLS) on Saturday conducted a book reading session at UT Guest House,
Sector 6.
Author Bubbu Tir narrated
a nostalgic story in Punjabi,
Pia Bakshi read excerpts from
her book ‘Read/Read’ and VK
Kapoor read out a couple of his

middles on the occasion.
Former Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) bureaucrat,
author and historical fiction
writer Mandeep Rai read out
excerpts from his book ‘In the
Shadow of the Pines’. Authors
Vivek Atray, Hardeep Chandpuri and CJ Singh were present
during the event.
HTC

MOHALI : An unidentified man
reportedly fired gunshots in the
air near the Semi-Conductor
Laboratory at Radha Soami light
point on Airport Road late Friday night.
The incident was witnessed by
five staffers of the Hindustan
Times who were on their way
home after clocking out at about
1am. The staffers claim a white
car came from the wrong side
toward Kharar and the driver
brandished his weapon and fired
in the air. They called the police
control room immediately.

“We have scanned the CCTV
footage of the area but have not
spotted any vehicle coming from
the wrong side,” said Lakhwinder Singh, Phase 1 station
house officer.
The police also claimed they
did not find any empty shells.
Police said they received information from the control room
and started investigation. “Verification is still on,” DSP Ashwani
Gotyal said. This comes close on
heels of the incident of firing at
Punjabi singer Baltaj Khan in
HTC
Balongi on Thursday.

n

aakriti.sharma1@htlive.com

MOHALI : Though women complain of the tricity being unsafe
at night, I have not given a second thought to being dropped
home late after work from
Mohali’s Industrial Area in the
office cab, even though I have
often come across accidents,
cars speeding dangerously or
being driven in the wrong lane.
But last night was different
and terrifying because I saw a
man firing a gun from as close as
it could get, on a road that we
take every day to and from work.
It was 1am on Saturday after
the night shift was over when I,
four colleagues and our driver
were in the office car on the
Lakhnaur Pind Road or Mohali
Airport Road. Nearing the
Radha Soami Chowk we saw

O U R S E N I O R S AT R I S K

‘55% elderly are lonely, courtesy
non-communicable diseases’
HT Correspondent
n

STUDY CONDUCTED BY
DOCTORS FROM PGI
AND KARNAL GOVT
HOSPITAL EVALUATED
296 PATIENTS OF
THEIR CHRONIC
DISEASE CLINICS

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A recent study
has found that over half of the
elderly suffering from noncommunicable diseases like
hypertension and diabetes
are suffering from loneliness.
The study, “Loneliness
and its correlates among elderly attending non-communicable disease rural clinic
attached to a tertiary care
centre of North India”, was
conducted by doctors from
the Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER) and Kalpana Chawla Government
Medical College, Karnal.
Published in the latest edition of Asian Journal of Psychiatry, the study evaluated
296 patients attending the
chronic disease clinic of two
community health centres
(one in PGIMER and another
in Karnal hospital).
It was found that more
than half (55.4%) of the participants experienced loneliness.

STUDY FINDS
n More than half (55.4%) of

the elderly with noncommunicable diseases
experience loneliness
n Presence of loneliness is
associated with anxiety
and reported abuse
n Significant predictors of
loneliness include
presence of diabetes
mellitus or hypertension,
generalised anxiety
disorder and abuse

About the severity of loneliness, the study found that
half of the participants had
either moderate (13.2%),
moderately high (17.6%) and
high (18.6%) levels of loneli-

ness.
It found that higher proportion of patients experiencing loneliness had anxiety
and reported abuse.
Significant predictors of
loneliness included presence
of diabetes mellitus or hypertension, generalised anxiety
disorder and abuse.
THE WAY OUT
“Mutual help groups kind of
models can be developed to
help in "re-peopling" elderly.
Primary health centres
should help in improving the
overall health and morale
amongst the elderly by
stamping down their apprehensions and anxieties,” the
authors suggested.

ONE WONDERS WHY
THERE WAS NO PCR
VEHICLE PRESENT
AROUND THE AREA
SO LATE AT NIGHT
three well dressed men standing
next to a car parked by the road.
Their ‘dapper’ outfits, as a matter of fact, caught our attention
as we wondered what they were
doing so late at night.
Then something else happened. Another car came from
the opposite direction even
though it was a one-way road
and as it passed by we heard a
sharp staccato sound, as if someone had thrown a stone at an
object. When we turned to see
what was happening we could
see an arm extended out of the

window, holding a pistol and
firing in the air.
My colleague who saw the
man at the wheel said he was
bearded, wearing a cap, and
sported stylish eyewear.
As our driver sped away and
from what we could gauge when
we looked back, the three men
standing near the car did not
react. I dialled 100 and gave
details to the policeman on duty.
All of us are shaken and questioning our security and safety
on the tricity roads. A day before
Punjabi singer Baltaj Singh had
been shot and critically injured
at a spot just a few kilometres
away by three men on a motorcycle. Seven months earlier a colleague lost his car in a carjacking
incident on the same road.
One wonders why there was
no PCR vehicle present around
the area so late at night.

Mohali man ends
life; wife, in-laws
booked for abetment
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Allegedly harassed by
wife for not taking her on a vacation, a man hanged himself at his
house in Sector 104 here on Friday night.
The deceased was identified as
Amit Kandhari, 39. “Deceased’s
brother Sumit in his complaint
alleged that Amit was harassed
by his in-laws for not taking his
wife Khushi on a vacation,” said
Manphull Singh, station house
officer (SHO), Sohana.
Amit got married to Khushi
alias Savita Kapoor of Jalandhar
around nine years back. The
complainant alleged Khushi had
returned from her parents’
house on Friday after a 15-day
stay and picked up a fight with
Amit. She had threatened of
implicating Amit in a false case
of harassment. She then left the
house with daughter and Amit
locked the house from the inside.
A case was registered against
Khushi, her father and other
in-laws under Section 306 (abetment to suicide) of the IPC.

P’KULA: 6 BOOKED FOR
ABETTING SUICIDE
The Panchkula police booked six
persons for allegedly abetting
suicide of a Jagadhri resident.
Robin Goel, 28, of Bhawan Bazar,
Jagadhri, committed suicide by
consuming poisonous substance
in Sector 4 on Friday night.
The police booked Rajiv Garg
of Sector 4, his wife Romi Garg,
his son Anirudh Garg, his
daughter Steffi Garg, his fatherin-law Mundari Lal Bansal, and
his brother-in-law (whose name
is not mentioned in the FIR).
Robin’s elder brother Mayank
said Rajiv owed them ₹1.2 crore
for commodities bought on loan
in last four years. When on Friday they went to Rajiv’s house,
he with his family allegedly
threatened and humiliated the
Goels and refused to pay up.
Robin then consumed a poisonous substance at Rajiv’s
house. He was rushed to Alchemist hospital, Sector 21, where
he died. A suicide note was
recovered from his possession
which allegedly blamed the
accused for his suicide.
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HT REPORTERS’ TRACKER ON ALL THOSE MAKING, OR FAKING, NEWS
CRICKET WORLD CUP FEVER HITS
APNI MANDI SALES, HOWZATT!

to ensure they make the most of the
grant.

The cricket World Cup fever has
reached the apni mandis as well.
According to officials, people come to
the mandi to buy vegetables and
fruits only after Team India finish
batting. Well, that is if India chooses
to bat first. But if India is chasing a
target, then the officials say barely
anyone comes to the mandis. Everyone’s indoors cheering for our Men In
Blue.

BUILDER BATS ONLY
FOR VIP RESIDENTS
Residents of a housing society in
Kharar complained of civic problems,
including bad roads, poor water supply, no streetlights and lack of
proper sewage disposal. After listening to their woes, the builder was
contacted for his take. At first, he
started arguing that he was not
accountable but on learning that a
journalist was calling, he softened a
bit and said, “If someone known to
you is putting up there, I can help.”
When told that it was his responsibility to resolve the issues of all residents in the society, he promptly
dropped the call.

MOHALI POLICE WEBSITE
CAUGHT IN TIME WARP

ILLUSTRATION: BISWAJIT DEBNATH/HT

NIMBU PANI BREAK FOR TRAFFIC COPS
As the temperature soared to 45 degrees
last week, the senior superintendent of
police (SSP), traffic, Shashank Anand
along with the deputy superintendent of
police (DSP), traffic administration, Jas-

winder Singh, took three rounds on
Tuesday to meet all constables posted on
field duty and offered lemonade to them
to quench their thirst. That’s a cool gesture, indeed.

tricitytoday
JUNE 16, 2019

SEMINAR ON MOBILE DE-ADDICTION

In a major reshuffle, station house
officers and police post in-charges in
Mohali were transferred on June 13
but the official website has not yet
been updated. If a complainant wants
to call up any police station head, the
caller ends up getting connected to
the former in-charge who may have
even been transferred out of the district. The contact numbers of the
SHOs need to be updated on priority
so that any woman in distress can
connect to the right official using the
Shakti app. The bilingual (English
and Punjabi) app, launched by Punjab Police in April 2017, is designed for
women to seek police help at the press
of a button in case of an emergency.
The app also provides contact numbers of all nearest police station SHOs
but with the details not updated, the
police won’t be able to provide help in
time.

COUNTERING CYBER
CRIME AT CHHABEEL
Setting up chhabeel stalls for passers-by in the scorching heat is a common sight nowadays. The UT cyber

CHILD RIGHTS PANEL NEEDS
TO UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS
n

The UT police set up a special chhabeel stall at Sector 17 ISBT, not only to serve
people with sweetened drink, but also to make them aware of ways to prevent
HT PHOTO
cyber frauds.

crime unit made the most of this
opportunity to make people aware
about precautions they should keep
in mind while using the internet. A
special chhabeel stall was set up at
the Inter-State Bus Terminal in Sector 17 not only to serve people with the
sweetened drink to beat the heat but
also to make them read six points to
save themselves from cyber frauds.
An innovative idea to drive home the
message indeed.

WHO TOOK MY BICYCLE? PU
STUDENTS LEFT WONDERING
Panjab University received 277 bicy-

Sec51flats:Delayed
constructionleaves
200allotteesinlurch
THREE YEARS ON Four-storey apartment buildings yet to
be completed, besides furnishing and development of parks
HT Correspondent
n

Second Innings Association will organise a seminar on ‘mobile de-addiction and environment sociology’.
Where: Le Corbusier Centre, Sector 19, Chandigarh, When: 5pm

FOOD FESTIVAL
Street Foods of India, a 10-day food
festival offering the exquisite and
authentic street food from Indore,
Chennai, Lucknow and Amritsar, will
enter its third day.
Where: The Cafe@JW, JW Marriott
Hotel, Sector 35, Chandigarh
When: 7.30pm

KAVI SAMMELAN
North Zone Cultural Centre Patiala will organise a kavi sammelan to
commemorate noted Hindi and Maithili poet Baba Nagarjun.
Where: Mini Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, Chandigarh, When: 11am

FOSWAC MEETING

SCHOOL EVENT

FOSWAC is holding its executive
committee meeting. issues
discussed will include the water
cut, power crisis going on in the
city and the parking policy that
they had discussed earlier for the
city

Round Table India, an NGO, will
hand over newly-built classrooms
to Government Middle School,
Sector 21, Panchkula. A bike rally
will also be taken out to support
their cause.

Where: Community Centre,
Sector 8, Chandigarh

tricity

Where: Government Middle
School, Sector 21, Panchkula
When: 9.30am onwards

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The 200 allottees of

Chandigarh Housing Board’s
two-bedroom flat project in Sector 51 will have to wait longer for
possession as the board is set to
miss July deadline for construction of flats under the scheme
launched in April 2016.
The scheme brochure stated
that the period of construction
work of the flats will be three
years from the date of issuanceof
acceptance-cum-demand letter
(ACDL) to allottees.
While 50 applicants who were
allotted first-floor flats through
bidding process got letters on
June 10, 2016, 150 were issued
demand letter after draw of lots
in last week of July 2016.
However, construction of
four-storey apartment buildings
spread over different blocks is
yet to complete, besides furnishing and development of parks
and other common facilities.
According to the allottees, the
construction of flats began a
year-and-a-half after the scheme
was launched. They said all the
200 allottees had cleared their
payment by November 2016, but
constructioncommenced only in
December 2017.
‘COMPLETION NOT
LIKELY BEFORE DEC’
The board’s website states that
the work is not likely to be completed before December. Sources
said possession may be delayed
further due to a lot of unfinished
works.
The CHB claimed that the
completion was taking time due
to delay in shifting of high tension lines by the UT electricity
department.
Board CEO Yashpal Garg said
they had asked UT administra-

cles under the Stock Holding Corporation of India corporate social
responsibility (CSR) initiative last
week. While many were of the view
that these cycles will be used by students under a bike-sharing concept,
the university came up with the
scheme of giving one bicycle to each
department under the chairperson’s
name, two each for the vice-chancellor and director, university instruction’s office, five for security staff and
seven each for hostels. Students are
wondering how they are going to benefit from this distribution. We hope
the university comes out with a plan

The Chandigarh Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CCPCR) needs
to update itself and its telephone
directory. At a recent roundtable conference when the CCPCR distributed
pamphlets with phone numbers of
people responsible for action against
child labour, a residents’ welfare
association president noticed that the
numbers provided to them were outdated. He asked for fresh contact
numbers from the authorities but it
took them two wrong numbers to
finally get to the right one. Using a
blue pen, the typed number was corrected in a trice.
CONTRIBUTED BY
SHAILEE DOGRA, SHUB KARMAN
DHALIWAL, ARSHDEEP ARSHI,
RAJANBIR SINGH, IDREES
BUKHTIYAR AND SRISHTI JASWAL

Get inflated property tax bills rectified
The Chandigarh municipal corporation will hold special camps for various
areas at the tax branch of its Sector 17 office to reconcile the inflated property tax or house tax bills that were sent earlier this fiscal. The camps, also
aimed at clearing tax arrears of previous years, will be held from Monday
(June 17) to August 9 from 9am to 5pm on all working days. Assesses can
reconcile the data regarding payments, ownership, area, floors with supporting documents up to the 2019-20 fiscal according to the schedule below.

FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
Sectors 38, 39, 42, 48, 55, 51, 61, 63, Dhanas, MHC, and NAC Manimajra
Sectors 40, 56, 43, 47, 50, 41, 49 and 33
Sectors 28, 43, 38 West, 45, 36 and 20
Sectors 7, 29, 44, 35, 46 and 19
Sectors 18, 14, 22, 34, 23, 37 and 8
Sectors 16, 12, 15, 5, 11, 32 and 7
Sectors 10, 2, 9, 30, 6 and 26
Govt houses across the city apart from Sectors 4 and 3

June 17 to 21
June 24 to 28
July 1 to 5
July 8 to 12
July 15 to 19
July 22 to 26
July 29 to Aug 2
August 5 to 9

FOR COMMERCIAL, INSTITUTIONAL & INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES

n

Chandigarh Housing Board website states that the work is not likely
KARUN SHARMA/HT
to be completed before December.

TIMELINE
n April 1, 2016: Scheme

opened on
n May 23: Scheme closed
n June 10: 50 allottees issued

demand letter after
bidding/draw-of-lots
n July 25: 150 allottees issued
demand letters
n November: All allottees
make payments
n December 12, 2017:
Construction started
n July 2019: Construction
deadline

tion to expedite the process .
“Lok Sabha election process had
held up the work, but it is now
being taken up on fast track
basis,” Garg said.
ALLOTTEES UNHAPPY
Arun Syal, an allottee, said it was
CHB’s most expensivescheme so
far where a two-bedroom flat
was allotted for ₹70 lakh. “The
board even took 100% money in
advancewithin 90 daysof issuing
the demand letter, but possession has not been given to date,”
he said.

Syal said most of the allottees
were living on rented accommodation. “Delay in possession
means the allottees will continue
paying rent for months, which
will cause them financial losses.
Moreover, none of us can claim
income tax rebate till the time we
are handed over the possession,”
he added.
Adarsh Bhaskar, another
allottee, said there are blocks
where even basic construction is
not complete yet. “The construction of my flat is held up due to
high tension wires going along it.
I fail to understand why CHB
could not get the wires removed
even three years after the
scheme was launched, thereby
delaying the project. It shows the
level of their professionalism,”
he said.

Sectors 34, 16, 49, 35, 36, 39, 48, 26, Burail,
Manimajra (new), schools and colleges
Sectors 19, 27, 38, 48, 26, 35, Burail, Manimajra (new) and petrol pumps
Sectors 17, 19, 23, 38, 47, 22, Buterla, Manimajra
Sectors 11, 20, 37, 46, Buterla, 22, Manimajra (new),
government offices in Sector 17
Sectors 10, 20, 24, 37, 44, Attawa, Manimajra (old),
Industrial Area Phase 1, all villages under MC
Sectors 9, 18, 25, 32, 28, 42, 43, Manimajra (old),
Industrial Area Phase 1, all villages
Sectors 8, 29, 31, 33, 40, 41, 51, 61, Manimajra (old),
Industrial Area Phase 2, all villages
Sectors 7, 15, 21, Ram Darbar, Badheri, 52, Dhanas, Manimajra (old),
Industrial Area Phase 2, all villages

June 17 to 21
June 24 to 28
July 1 to 5
July 9 to 12
July 15 to 19
July 22 to 26
July 29 to Aug 2
Aug 5 to 9

Public drinking: 40
held, 3 vehicles
impounded
CHANDIGARH : Continuing their

FAILURES PILE UP
It is not the first project that has
been delayed. CHB had delayed
the possession of its last housing
project in Sector 63 as well,
where a total of 2,100 flats were
constructed. Later the board also
imposed a penalty of over ₹54
lakh on the private contractors
who were awarded the project,
even as the allottees were left
high and dry due to the delay.

drive against public drinking,
the UT police on Friday arrested
40 persons and impounded three
vehicles. Out of a total of 37 cases
registered, the central division
registered 16 cases and arrested
18 people, while 13 cases were
registered by east and eight by
south sub-division.
Under Sector 3 police station,
five cases were registered and
three vehicles were seized. HTC

When: 10.30am onwards

₹45L JEWELLERY
STORE THEFT:
2 ROUNDED UP

WATERCOLOUR EXHIBITION
A watercolour exhibition by HS Sohal and Aman
Sohal and organised by Forum aDvaita will conclude.
Where: Forum aDvaita, House no 2475, Sector 71,
Mohali
When: 10am

TALK ON FATHER’S DAY
Zorgers, a private healthcare service, will organising a talk on Father’s
Day and a fun event to be addressed by motivational speaker and
author Vivek Atray.
Where: Senior Citizens Home, Sector 43A, Chandigarh, When: 5pm

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector 34A
and Ram Darbar

Chandigarh

Sector 34A

MOHALI: Phases 8 and 11

Phase 8
Mohali

Phase 11

Ram Darbar

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

CHANDIGARH : The UT police
claimed to have solved the recent
theft at a jewellery store in Sector 23 by rounding up two
employees of the store on Saturday.
Pintu, owner of the store, Riva
Jewellers, said items worth ₹45
lakh were stolen from a cupboard on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday.
An official privy to the matter
said the CCTV footage showed
three men, two of which were
identified as employees of the
store. The probing officials are,
however, tight-lipped about the
identities of the men as the third
accused hasn’t been traced.
A case has been registered
under Section 380 (theft in dwelling house) of the Indian Penal
Code against the accused at the
Sector 17 police station.
HTC

AT TAC K O N S I N G E R

Two days on, police
grill wife’s relatives
MOHALI : Even two days after an
attack on Punjabi singer Baltaj
Khan, 24, police are yet to make
arrests, but are questioning Kurukshetra-based relatives of the
singer’s wife Sandeep Kaur.
Two
motorcycle-borne
masked men had shot at Khan,
professionally known as Taj
Allapuria, while he and his wife,
Sandeep Kaur, 36, were standing
in the market near Palki marriage palace in Balongi on the
Kharar highway.
The police have questioned
Sandeep's parents, her sister and
brother-in-law. The police are
suspecting personal rivalry
behind the attack that was executed by professional shooters
with sophisticated weapons. The
police have also questioned Sandeep’s former husband’s rela-

n

Baltaj Khan, 24

tives from Yamunanagar.
Police have also scanned all
the CCTV cameras on the route
taken by Baltaj and Sandeep on
June 13 before he was attacked.
Sandeep had married Baltaj
on June 6 after separating from
her husband who stays in New
Zealand along with her teenaged
son.
HTC
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5 from Mohali preparatory institute
commissioned as flying officers

Nayagaon residents
battle water woes

SKY IS THE LIMIT 2 cadets from Hoshiarpur and Gurdaspur commissioned as fighter pilots, Mohali
and Jalandhar boys enter helicopter stream, while one from Pathankot was commissioned as navigator

MOHALI:Besides scorching heat, a

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Five cadets of Maharaja

Ranjit Singh Armed Forces Preparatory Institute (AFPI),
Mohali, were on Saturday commissioned as flying officers during the passing out parade at
Indian Air Force (IAF) Academy,
Dundigal, Telangana.
A total of 152 officers from all
over India were commissioned
into the IAF and the passing out
parade was reviewed by chief of
the air staff, air chief marshal BS
Dhanoa.
The newly commissioned officers -- Ranjit Singh Bains, Jasmehak Singh, Jashan Jaswal,
Gagandeep Singh and Gagandeep
Singh Dhami, were in the third
course of AFPI. One June 8, as
many as 15 cadets of the same
course had passed out from the
Indian Military Academy (IMA),
Dehradun.
PASSED OUT OF
NDA EARLIER
After undergoing two-year training at AFPI, the five newly commissioned cadets received threeyear training at National Defence
Academy (NDA), Pune, and oneyear final training at the air force
academy, Dundigal.
Gagandeep Singh Dhami who
belongs to Hoshiarpur has topped
the course as a fighter pilot, while
Gagandeep Singh who hails from
Gurdaspur, stood second as a
fighter pilot. In the helicopter

n

(From left) Ranjit Singh Bains, Jasmehak Singh, Jashan Jaswal, Gagandeep Singh and Gagandeep Singh Dhami received their early training
HT PHOTO
in the third course of Maharaja Ranjit Singh Armed Forces Preparatory Institute, Mohali.

stream, Jasmehak Singh of
Mohali stood first followed by
Jashan Jaswal of Jalandhar at
the second position. Ranjit Singh
Bains, who belongs to Pathankot,
was commissioned as a navigator.

In the last six courses, AFPI
has produced a total of 119 commissioned officers. As many as 18
cadets from the previous courses
are expected to join NDA and
other service academies by July
2. “This is really an achievement

14 ENROUTE MANALI
INJURED
In another road mishap, 14 people
onboard a Manali-bound tempo
traveller, sustained injuries after
their vehicle was hit by a car near
Chamkaur Sahib Chowk, Rupnagar Bypass, early Saturday
morning.
The injured were taken to Civil
Hospital, Rupnagar, from where
three seriously injured were
referred to PGIMER, Chandigarh.
The injured were students and
employees of Rightway Airlinks
company, who were going to
Manali from Moga and surrounding areas.

decline in the supply of water has
added to the woes of Nayagaon
residents this summer.
President of Shivalik
Vihar residents welfare association (RWA), Manjeet Singh Kamboj, said they were not getting
proper water supply for the last
month.
‘LOW WATER PRESSURE’
Vikas Nagar RWA president
Vijay Kumar said the water pressure is so low that it is unable to
reach the first and second floors
of the buildings. “The water pressure comes out to be five pounds
which is not enough for the water
to reach upper floors. We are suffering immensely in this harsh
summer and the authorities are
doing little to eradicate our sufferings,” he said. “The water
pressure is so low that it can’t go
upstairs despite using motors
which is adding to the problem,”
he said.
A resident of Adarsh Nagar,
Kuldip Josan, said, “We are paying ₹600 to the water supply and
sanitation department monthly
but are deprived of the proper
supply.” Vikas Nagar resident
Manjit Singh said, “Whenever we
enter washrooms for using the
toilet or washing clothes, we
always fear that water supply
may go off anytime.”
Other areas that are facing
erratic water supply include
Dashmesh Nagar, Pani Ki Tanki
and Tanda Tandi.
Officials of the water supply
department said that Nayagaon,
with a population of around two
lakh households, receives water

AREAS THAT ARE FACING
ERRATIC WATER SUPPLY
INCLUDE DASHMESH
NAGAR, PANI KI TANKI,
TANDA TANDI, SHIVALIK
VIHAR, VIKAS NAGAR
AND ADARSH NAGAR
from around 20 tube wells in the
area.
MC, PUNJAB GOVT
TO SUBMIT REPORT
Punjab and Haryana high court
(HC) had on May 24 put the
municipal council, Nayagaon,
and Punjab government on
notice following a plea by two
local residents.The HC bench of
chief justice Krishna Murari and
justice Arun Palli has sought a
response on the matter by July 23.
One of the petitioners, Tarsem
Lal Sharma, had told the court
that there was a deficiency of
water and dirty water was being
supplied to households in the
region. “Water pumps installed
in the premises by local residents
have been removed by the administration. Since water is supplied
at low pressure, it is not reaching
up tanks installed on the roofs,
the petitioner had stated.
5 NEW TUBE WELLS
Sub-divisional officer (SDO) of
the water supply and sanitation
department, Nayagaon, Rajinder
Sachdeva, said the problem of
water woes will be over soon.
“Five new tube wells have been
approved by the higher authorities that will be installed in the
village and for that, funds have
already been approved,” he said.

Dr Atul Sachdev

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Former director
principal of Government Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH),
Sector 32, Dr Atul Sachdev, has
opted for voluntary retirement
from the hospital.
Talking to HT, he said that he
took the move because of “personal reasons.”
The doctor who was heading
the department of general medicine, has seven pending years of
service.
Dr Sachdev had taken charge
as the college’s director principal
in April 2013 and was given oneyear extension till April 23, 2017,
after he completed his three-year
term in 2016.
As a director, his main
achievements were getting the
construction of e-block done,
increase in bachelor of medicine
and bachelor of surgery
(MBBS) seats from 50 to 100,
increase in postgraduate seats
from 48 to 119, start of cardiac
cath lab and expansion of dialysis
unit.

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH:Once a major tourist

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR : A Tempo Travel-

ler caught fire near Mughal
Majri village about 12km
from here early Saturday
morning. According to
information, the vehicle
was going from Jaipur to
Manali when its driver lost
control over it near Mughal

n

Majri village and it hit the
road divider and caught
fire.
The vehicle was completely destroyed. Twelve
passengers travelling in the
vehicle got off in time to
safety.The driver of the
vehicle Govind sustained
injuries in the accident . He
was taken to Kurali civil
hospital for treatment.

A Tempo Traveller up in flames near Mughal Majri village,
HT PHOTO
about 12km from Rupnagar, on Saturday.

After the accident, the car
driver fled from the spot leaving
behind his vehicle from which 50
cases of liquor were recovered.
The liquor was meant for sale in
Chandigarh. A case has been registered under Sections 61(1) and
14 of the Excise Act at Rupnagar
city police station.
Kathgarh police and the excise
department of Nawanshahr had

an information that some liquor
meant for sale in Chandigarh,
was being smuggled to Punjab in
three cars. One of the car managed to pass through a naka laid
at Asron village while the other
one was stopped by the officials.
The third car took a U-turn and
started moving on Rupnagar
Bypass in high speed following
which it hit the tempo traveller.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Society for Pro-

motion of Science and Technology in India (SPSTI) conducted a
lecture on human element in the
era of pervasive technology as a
part of its monthly lecture series
at the central instrumentation
laboratory of Panjab University
on Saturday.
Former deputy commissioner
of Panchkula, Vivek Atray
(retd), cited examples of the genres of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
to give examples of ‘pervasiveness’ in technologies.
Atray said with the ubiquitous mobiles in their pockets,
millennials , though tech-savvy,
lacked common sense and
smartphones had taken away
the human element in interactions.
Those belonging to earlier
generations craved for human
interaction such as preferring to
visit the bank over online transactions, he said.
He said AI which was capable
of guiding our present decision,
might be capable of imagining,
thinking and feeling tomorrow.

THE LECTURE WAS
ORGANISED BY SOCIETY
FOR PROMOTION
OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY IN INDIA
AS PART OF ITS MONTHLY
LECTURE SERIES

FOR A PEACEFUL MIND

Vaishali Panda and Ritika Gusain
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

attraction in the city, International Dolls Museum, Sector 23, is
crying for attention.
The museum which houses
around 250 international dolls
and marionettes depicting the
culture and tradition of different
countries, is witnessing a decline
in the footfall of tourists amid a
lack of maintenance.
A tourist from Delhi, Suman
Majahan, said, “In such hot blazing summers, it gets very difficult
to tour around the museum. This
place desperately needs air conditioners and coolers. Even water
coolers here lack clean and cold
drinking water.”
200 TOURISTS
VISIT DAILY
Nowadays, around 200-250 odd
tourists visit the museum daily.
A museum official, requesting
anonymity, said, “Due to the lack
of maintenance, a part of the ceiling fell on certain dolls and
destroyed them.” “Several initiations have been made but as of
now, no particular action has
been taken for repair of the ceiling and there are some broken
dolls which cannot be repaired
because the repairing would be
on the cost of declining heritage
value,” he said.
Two correspondents from HT,
who were on a visit to the
museum, spotted a doll from Philippines. The doll flaunts a 200year-old gown but in a dirty and
deplorable condition.
‘POOR ILLUMINATION’
“Charge of ₹5 for clicking pictures
is not an issue but there are some
dolls which are not visible due to
poor illumination in the glass
cases, same is the case of a toy
train kept in dim light and certain

n

Dolls crying for repairs, and (below) a broken ceiling needing maintenance at International Dolls
HT PHOTOS
Museum, Sector 23, Chandigarh.

chairs are also broken. The international museum is not maintained as per the international
standards”, said a tourist from
Odisha, Soumya Ranjan Pandav.
“Being in the top tourist place
list of Chandigarh, the International Dolls Museum does not
provide clean drinking water or a
small canteen for the visitors
even in such scorching
heat.These things are mandatory
at such places”, said another
tourist, Vishnu Som. Another
official said, “Due to the elections
and code of conduct, the repair
process witnessed a halt in the
past few months. The repairing
and maintenance work shall
begin soon.” UT director tourism
Jitender Yadav could not be contacted for his comments.

Chandigarh car dealer to pay
up ₹55,000 to Panchkula man
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The district con-

n

n

FIRE IN TEMPO TRAVELLER

RUPNAGAR::One motorcyclist was

killed while his son was injured
after an unidentified vehicle hit
their bike on Rupnagar-Chandigarh Road near Solkhian village
around 11pm on Friday.
47-year-old Gurcharan Singh
and his son Amritpal Singh of
Gandhi Nagar, Rupnagar, were
on their way home from Kurali.
The duo was rushed to Civil Hospital, Rupnagar, where Gurcharan Singh was declared brought
dead while Amritpal was referred
to Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh.
A case has been registered
under Sections 279 (rash driving
or riding on a public way) and
304-A (causing death by negligence) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) at Bhagwantpur police station against the unknown car
driver who fled from the accident
spot.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Lack of maintenance: Int’l Dolls
Museum turns a distress for visitors

HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

ABOUT AFPI
The institute was established in
2011 and its first batch of cadets

passed out in April 2013. With discipline being the core mantra of
the institute, a student’s day
starts here at 6am daily with a PT
drill. Following the drill, the students attend classes, games and
other sessions.

n

‘Smartphones
have taken away
human element in
our interactions’

Motorcyclist killed, son injured
in hit-and-run near Rupnagar
n

and a crowning glory for the institute,” said spokesperson of the
institute, brigadier KD Singh.

Idrees Bukhtiyar

FORMER GMCH-32
DIRECTOR OPTS
FOR VOLUNTARY
RETIREMENT

Artistes enacting a play, ‘Chinta Chod Chintamani’, at Tagore Theatre in Sector 18, Chandigarh, on Saturday.

RAVI KUMAR/HT

sumer disputes redressal forum
on Saturday directed a vehicle
dealer to return a Panchkula
man’s car in running condition
and pay ₹55,000 as compensation.
Complainant Parbhat Singh
had moved a complaint against
Chandigarh-based Dynamic
Motors besides the car manufacturer, General Motors India Ltd.
Prabhat said on February 9,
2012, he had purchased a Chevrolet Beat car from the dealer for
₹5.7 lakh along with ₹20,000 registration charges. The car carried a
warranty of three years or 1 lakh
kilometres, whichever was earlier.
He said the first service was
done on April 14, 2012, at 5,188km,
and second on July 5, 2012, after
10,034km. Singh said in September 2012, when the vehicle was
taken for service, he was told

FIRM ALSO TOLD TO
RETURN CAR OF THE
COMPLAINANT IN
RUNNING CONDITION
there were defects such as lubrication and non-functional AC,
and a bill of ₹6,548 was raised,
which was paid by the complainant. When the vehicle was again
given for repairs for non-functional AC twice in October and
December 2012, around ₹5,300
were charged. On February 1,
2013, the turbo pump of the vehicle went out of order and Singh
had to pay ₹25,509.
The vehicle kept facing issues
and Singh had to cough up money
each time despite it being under
warranty period. Once, he was
also stranded on the highway
while returning from Hamirpur
in September 2013 and had to pay
₹27,000 to a local mechanic.
Singh alleged an old vehicle

was sold to him instead of the 2012
model. After so many repairs and
payments, the complainant
moved the consumer forum seeking complete refund beside compensation for money spent on
repairs and harassment.
The dealer claimed the buyer
did not get the vehicle’s service
done according to the schedule. It
was claimed the vehicle had
already covered 40,147km when it
broke down and repairs were
done for ₹55,075 on September 30,
2013, but the complainant did not
take the delivery of the vehicle.
The dealer said Singh had to pay
parking charges too.
After hearing the arguments,
the consumer forum directed the
dealer to immediately hand over
the car in running condition to
the complainant against a proper
receipt without charging ₹55,075
or the parking charges. It also
directed it to pay ₹40,000 for mental agony and harassment, and
₹15,000 as cost of litigation.

State task force
meeting to control
TB held in Patiala
PATIALA: A state task force meeting

on the involvement of medical
colleges in revised national
tuberculosis control programme
to control the disease was held
at the Government Medical
College in Patiala. It was organised by the department of chest
and TB.
Dr Avnish Kumar, DRME
Punjab, and Dr KK Aggarwal,
principal of GMC Patiala, inaugurated the meeting that was
attended by doctors from all eight
medical colleges of Punjab.
Dr Vishal Chopra, chairman of
Operational Research, welcomed
the delegates.
Dr KK Aggarwal apprised the
audience to encourage the MD
students to take thesis topics
on TB for which the government
helps them with financially,
with ₹30,000.
He said that they are
working towards TB elimination
by 2025.
HTC
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COL aVNIsh shaRma (RETD)

MAY THE TRIBE OF MIDDLEMEN
GROW, PROSPER AND WRITE

POTPOURRI

T

he word ‘middleman’ usually has
negative connotations, used most of
the time for people who broker
“deals” often of questionable nature.
The other day, however, during the
book launch of a fellow writer of a “middle” (in
a newspaper), the chief guest, an executive editor of a leading national daily, in his inimitable
style, paid tributes to all the middle writers by
addressing them as middlemen, instantly
according them respect and credibility.

ALL ABOUT SUBTLE WIT AND
A DASH OF HUMOUR
Writing middles or Spice of Life columns (as
termed by a leading national daily) can be both
an art and science. Art because the skill
required to tailor a piece which is both
interesting and engrossing amid the plethora
of routine news, provides a whiff of fresh air
and creativity. And science since it accentuates the chemistry of events stitched together
to produce a feel of biological sense of belonging. The most critical of all being subtle
wit , dash of humour and emotions all

expressed in a readable 650 words.

PUNCH LINES THAT MATTER
AND FODDER FOR CHATTER
I was sitting with a former school buddy, an
orthopaedic doctor at the high court clinic
seeking his advice for back pain. We had two
lawyers for company. The doctor introduced
me as a middle writer with a national daily and
one of the lawyers, a woman, remarked, “With
the overdose of repetitive news and breaking

EVERY MIDDLE WRITER HAS A
PARTICULAR STYLE. SOME, LIKE ME,
THRIVE BY LINKING ANECDOTES
FROM MY DAYS IN UNIFORM AND
RELATING THEM TO AN ONGOING
BREAKING NEWS OR CURRENT
EVENT. OTHERS BUILD A STORY
AROUND A SEEMINGLY MINOR ISSUE
AND PROCEED TO GLAMOURISE IT

news, I for one instinctively turn to the ‘middles’ page when I get my morning newspaper. It
acts as a dose of freshness and gets me back to
the roots. The storytelling, so aptly demonstrated by the writers, prepares me for impending arguments for the cases during the day”.
The male lawyer nodded in agreement and
reminded me of my 50th middle, Cheers to the
greying mane, recounting a case which he won
by delivering a final punchline, “All that glitters is not gold.”

n

STICKING TO STYLES AND
DOING WHAT SUITS YOU

Life’s experiences, some humorous, some sad and others touching an emotional chord, are precious
for writers and give more power to their pen (or laptop keyboard).
GETTY IMAGES

dle since it needs to portray a sense of commonality and simplicity with readers of all hues.

Every middle writer has a particular style.
Some, like me, thrive by linking anecdotes
from my days in uniform and relating them to
an ongoing breaking news or current event.
Others build a story around a seemingly minor
issue and proceed to glamourise it, yet others
tend to touch a chord through a heartfelt episode. What remains common with all of us is
the ability to keep the flow of the piece lucid
and compact. Use of high-flown vocabulary
tends to corrupt the pleasure of reading a mid-

YOUR WRITING SHOULD BE
LIKE ‘A MINI SKIRT’
We were preparing for the entrance to the
Defence Services Staff College at Wellington, a
competitive exam . The competition to qualify
is stiff with a success percentage of twenty. Our
commanding officer (CO) made a surprise
entry to the officers’ study where a bunch of us
aspiring pen pushers were grappling with a
tactical appreciation exercise. The colonel was

GRADUATING FROM A
SCOOTER TO CAR(S)

THE BEST GIFT FROM DAD: LET’S
SPEND TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

guest
column

guest
column

Rama kashyap

COL RD SINGH (RETD)

D

O

n father’s Day, I am reminded
of my childhood days in village Pili Mandori in Haryana’s Fatehabad in the 1960s.
As children, we were very proud of
our parents. Whenever we were
asked about our plans for the future
we would declare, “Bara hokar apne
maa-baap ka naam roshan karunga (I
will make my parents proud when I
grow up). ” And we meant it.
Family honour and our parents’
reputation was of paramount importance for us. Our parents too felt they
had to do everything to avoid bringing disrepute to the family. Spending
time with the children was also a priority for them. I remember how my
father would take me for long walks,
and tell me a story with a moral . On
our part, we would work day and
night to shine in school just to make
sure that our teachers spoke highly of
us when interacting with the village
elders, which in turn would make our
parents happy.
When we grew up and left our villages for higher studies and work our
family name mattered to us. We
would be very careful of our actions
and conduct and ensure that no igno-

n

The greatest gift from a father is quality time spent with children.

miny was caused to our parents,
realising how badly they would
be affected if any of us faltered.
That was enough to make the children realize the value of “izzat”
(respect).
Today, it is different. To be perceived as modern and obsessed with
doing the ‘in’ thing the youth seems to
be drifting away from the traditional
values and parental sanskars. The
love of easy money and instant fame
seems to be adding fuel to the fire.

Materialistic gains or comforts can
never replace moral values, which we
refuse to realise. Addicted to social
media, youth today seems to be existing in the virtual world instead of the
real one. Parents on their part are
equally to blame. They are neither
setting a personal example in ethical
values nor spending quality time with
their children. The result is
depressed youth, and unhappy parents. No wonder, cases of suicides and
family violence are on the increase.

GETTY IMAGES

So, on this Father’s Day, let us
resolve to be better fathers. Let us
remain devoted to our children,
spend more time with them and inculcate the right values in them by setting personal examples. Today, sit
with our children, chat with them or
call them and share a good laugh with
them - to touch their hearts and ours.
Happy Father’s Day !
(The writer is an Ambala-based freelancer and
convenor of INTACH, Ambala Chapter)

WILDBUZZ FROM NATURE’S DOMAIN OF WONDERS
VIKRAM JIT SINGH

THE
KOTWAL’S
SILVER
TONGUE

T

he Greater Racket-tailed
drongo and Black drongo
(BD) won’t really approve of
stubble-burning bans. They
rather like smouldering stubble as
they snap cryptic insects flushed
from the fires! Drongos are also versatile ‘linguists’ as they can mimic agitated calls of other birds and mammalian predators. As an ace whistle
blower, the BD warns other nesting
birds of a predatory Shikra on the
prowl by mimicking the hawk’s calls

n

quick to come out with words of wisdom, which
all of us who qualified remember till date and
had no qualms in passing down the chain during service.
The magical words were: “Keep it compact,
like a mini skirt, long enough to cover vitals
and short enough to evince interest.” To this
he added, “the least you drag, and lesser you
brag… more shall you swag.”
This remains true to an effective middle
more than anything. Here’s to all the middlemen. May our tribe grow!
(The writer is a Chandigarh-based retired army official)

and getting parent birds to go on red
alert or by simply imitating parental
distress calls. When it comes to
defending its own nest, the BD is as
audacious and plucky as the Rani of
Jhansi! Such skills of subterfuge and
courage have led the Indian birding
community to bestow upon the BD the
endearing moniker of kotwal (police
official).
Based in Sangli, Maharashtra,
Sharad Apte has recorded the calls
and songs of 422 avian species.
During the course of an interview
with Bird Count India, Apte revealed
just how perfectly a BD impersonated
another bird’s call to save its chicks:
“I located a nest of a BD in the backyard of my friend’s house. I was following this nest to record the BD’s
agitation call to drive away birds
threatening its nestlings. One dog
was lying below the nest and one cat
was sleeping on the terrace. As the cat
rose, the BD attacked it and gave out
the growling call of a cat. When the
dog rose, the BD attacked the dog
while giving out a Red-wattled lapwing’s call. I have recordings of a lapwing’s call to shoo away a dog. When I
put both calls in a software, I found
that every character in each call
matched!”

A Greater Racket-tailed drongo watches for insects escaping burning stubble.
PHOTO: PARTH PATEL

THE BAAZ TRUMPS
PAK PM IMRAN KHAN

I CAN’T FORGET HOW WE
WAITED EXCITEDLY FOR
MONTHS TOGETHER FOR
THE FIRST SCOOTER. WHAT
WAS MOST REMARKABLE
WAS THAT THE TWO-WHEELER,
HAMARA BAJAJ, WAS NOT
DRIVEN HOME BUT ARRIVED
IN STYLE IN A LORRY

I

n Pakistan Punjab, purists practising the art of flying the Baaz (a
female Northern goshawk) tend
to shun VVIP company. Take
Kamran Khan Yousafzai, a Baazdar
hailing from a family of robust
Pathans enjoying political and personal ties with Pakistan PM Imran
Khan. The latter visits their ancestral
home in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
When informed by Yousafzai’s father
of his son’s passion for flying the
Baaz, Yousafzai was extended invites
to join Khan for hunts. The Pakistan
PM nurtures a childhood passion for
hunting wild pigs and partridge along
the Indus and in the fertile plains and
is loath to skip his annual date with
shikar. But to everyone’s surprise,
Yousafzai turned down the envied
invite.
Yousafzai is a falconer of global
repute, president of the Pakistan Falconry Association and a board member of the International Association
for Falconry and Conservation of
Birds of Prey. “VIPs love to go for
hunts but it is very difficult for falconers like myself to accompany them.
VIPs break the momentum by stopping for refreshments, do not like to
walk the rugged wilderness and are
full of pomp, commotion and distractions. One politician would insist on
accompanying us on hunts. He was
tailed by a retainer who would shout,
‘Good shot’, when his master fired his
gun. The politician would often miss
the target but I suspect the retainer
bagged the better part of his salary for
consistently shouting ‘Good shot’!”
Yousafzai told this writer.
Yousafzai and his Baaz traverse
the Punjab’s semi-agriculture terrain
in pursuit of partridge/hare. His most
memorable episode reflects the spirit

riving my own SUV, I thank
God for giving me more than I
asked for. Could I ever have
imagined during my growing
up days that not just I, but all the members of my family, would have their
own personal cars?
It may be common today for most middle class families to own multiple vehicles but back in the ’70s, owning a car,
even a scooter, was a big deal. I can’t
forget how we waited excitedly for
months together for the first scooter
(not instant possession but an advance
booking of six months). What was
most remarkable was that the twowheeler, Hamara Bajaj, was not
driven home but arrived in style in a
lorry.
In the early ’80s when I got married,
my husband was the proud owner of
an old Lambretta scooter that he drove
with flair. Riding pillion, I was on the
top of the world whenever he took me
for a spin. Blissfully unaware of the
chipping paint and the shoddy seats of
the scooter we were quite happy with
it till a friend pointed out that we could
do with a change of vehicle.
It was then that we decided to graduate to a new car, frantically scouring
the second-hand market as a new vehicle was out of reach. Finally, a Fiat
car, as good as a new, was bought for a
hefty sum of ₹65,000.
So, again in the ’80s, we became the
proud owners of a car that was driven
home, not by my husband but a friend.
I can’t forget the first drive when the
vehicle stalled in the middle of the
road, causing a traffic jam. Equally

n

Scooters too had their fans in the early
GETTY IMAGES
eighties.

memorable, more of an adventure,
was the first time on the highway, out
of the city. All through the journey,
from Chandigarh to Kapurthala, I
remained alert but during the return
journey was so relaxed and confident
of my husband’s driving skills that I
dozed off.
Then in the ’90s we got a brand new
Maruti 800, so fragile and small next to
the sturdy Fiat it was replacing. In
fact, on one of the first trips we took to
the Chhatbir Zoo, I remember enjoying an elephant ride over there and
feeling particularly alarmed when the
mahout told us that the elephant found
the new Marutis so fascinating that it
would start chasing them the moment
it spotted one. Not surprising though
to learn that even the elephant could
not resist the attractive, cute, little
thing.
That was almost three decades ago.
Over the years we have upgraded to
swanky sedans but nothing can compare with the thrill of the first twowheeler, then the first four-wheeler
and all the memories associated with
them.
(The writer is a retired lecturer from
MCM DAV College, Chandigarh.)

mailbox
WHY DO EDUCATED RESIDENTS WASTE WATER?
Is it not an ill-conceived move to spend more than ₹500 crore to channelise water supply
to Chandigarh round the clock when the ground water is depleting fast and water
resources are scarce? Though the population of Chandigarh is considered mostly educated yet the residents waste potable water in washing their cars daily and watering
their plants and gardens. Water should be rationed carefully.
Raghunath Chhabra, Chandigarh.

n

Kamran Khan Yousafzai with a
Female Goshawk.
PHOTO: HUMZA KHAN

of a great outdoorsman: “I had to
clamber down a cliff in Chakwal after
my goshawk took a partridge deep
below. However, I could not find an
exit route. Lost, I wandered the whole
day but it turned out best. The inaccessible ravines were brimming with
partridges and my Baaz enjoyed a full
day’s chase. In the late evening, when
I found my falconer friends, individual bags were counted. My Baaz had
nailed the highest number of partridges,’’ quipped Yousafzai.
n

Death of lineman: PSPCL
needs to take action
This refers to the news report, Lineman
electrocuted while carrying out repairs
(June 14). It was shocking to learn about
the death of the man working on an 11 KV
HT electricity line in Kharar on Thursday.
This is a case of carelessness of the senior
officials as electricity rules have a
standard operating procedure (SOP) for
work on high tension poles and transmission lines requiring the junior or assistant
engineer of the area concerned to get a
permit (written) issued from the source
substation feeding the line on which
work has to be carried out. Supply to the
line is resumed only when work is

complete and all staff have climbed
down from poles/lines and the official
has visited the substation to get the
permit cancelled in writing. PSPCL
authorities must initiate penal action
against the erring officials.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

‘Safety’ mirror at blind turn
We must sometimes applaud the
authorities too. Recently, a convex mirror
was installed in Mohali, on the Sector
71/70/Mataur blind road to prevent
accidents, for which the department
concerned deserves to be praised.Please
keep it up.
Arvinder Kaur Ishar, Mohali

vjswild1@gmail.com
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Clash of the Titans: City fans can’t ask for more

SUPER SUNDAY India take on Pakistan as city’s restaurants, lounges, sports bars and nightclubs geared up to take the match-viewing experience to another level
Poulami Kundu
n

poulami.kundu@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The men in blue

have kept cricket fans in high
spirits by gaining five points
from three matches in the ICC
World Cup 2019. The cricket
fever has gradually caught up
with the city and is likely to
reach it’s peak with a super Sunday match of arch-rivals IndiaPakistan.
What makes it special for the
fans is the fact that most city
sports stores, restaurants, lounges, sports bars and night clubs
have geared up to take the
match-viewing experience
of their customers to another
level.
As the two teams’ clash miles
away from India in Manchester,
apart from setting up big
screens to give viewers a stadium-like experience, the city outlets have come up with several
offers to woo customers this
World Cup season.
On making the match-watching fun for customers, manager
of Xtreme Sports Bar and Grill,
Sector 22, Sandeep Bora, said,
“We are offering 15-20% discount on beverages and an
array of combo offers.”
From upping the cocktail
game to getting the munchies
right, Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, is all set for the
Cricket World Cup.
On offer are Kadak Kohli
Chai, Captain Cool Cold Coffee,
Yuvi Special Tandoori Chicken,
Yadav’s Kachori and Mahi Paneer Tikka are a part of the special menu.
Hotel Shivalikview’s Cloud 9
has launched a special menu
which includes dishes at ₹200.
Crafting the best combo out
of beer food and cricket, Hotel
Mountview in Sector 10 has
introduced special food and
drinks on match days, including
long drive fresh lime juice,
smoother sixer and deep fine leg
murg malai kabab.
For Sunday, the city hotspots
have come up with offers to provide customers with a respite

n

theysay

›
n

from the scorching heat.
Social, Sector 7, Mohan
Bhatt, 38, said, “Since we have a
micro-brewery, we are offering
unlimited beer at ₹999 from 3pm
to 9pm on Sunday.”
“We will come up with more
such offers during the World
Cup,” he said.
Gurpreet Kaur, 30, a cricket
fan, said she was excited about
the India-Pakistan match
and the offers at the outlets
will make her experience
better. Besides offers on food
and drinks, some outlets wore a
new look to engage customers.
Upasana Gulati, manager of
Boulevard, Sector 26, said, “We
have added photos depicting

India’s journey in the previous
world cups.”
The cricket mania is making
the sports stores stack up with
jerseys, footwear, trophies and
accessories.
Manager of the Nike store at
Sector 17, Ganesh Pal, 33, said,
“We sold all 120 jerseys that we
had ordered in the first slot.”
Nike, the official apparel
sponsor of the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI),
offers three variants of jerseys
priced at ₹2,000, ₹4,000 and
₹5,500. “We are offering 50% discount on certain products this
season,” said Pal adding that the
sales of footwear had also gone
up. Vipin Kathuria, 37, owner of

a sports store in Sector 20, said,
“We are offering discounts on
T-shirts and accessories.”
Speaking on special decors,
Kathuria said, “We’ve got metal
and wooden replicas of the
World Cup trophies.”
With the summer vacations
going on, students are able to
enjoy the matches without creating backlogs of homework.
“Since the cricket World Cup
has coincided with the summer
holidays of students, our sales
have gone up remarkably,” said
Kathuria.
On customised products, he
said, “We sell jerseys for ₹500
each, manufactured by a Ludhiana-based company, without

the names of the players so that
we can the name of the customer’s favourite player printed
on them.” Baldeep Bhandari, a
customer at a Sector 20 sports
store, said, “My son is a huge fan
of skipper Virat Kohli and I am
looking for his jersey. It will be
gift for him and I am sure he will
wear it while watching the
match live on TV.”
The ICC World Cup fan
anthem, way-o, is being shared
globally and the city artists have
also came up with unique ways
to celebrate the cricketing
extravaganza.
Chalk artist Balraj Singh, 33,
has carved out the World Cup
trophy on a piece of chalk.

Rohan, Sharad centuries help
Amritsar gain upper hand
KATOCH SHIELD Amristar score 486 at stumps against Patiala on the first day of the final

CHANDIGARH : Amish Bansal beat

The final match of Katoch Shield between Amritsar and Patiala in progress at PCA Stadium in Mohali on Saturday.

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Amritsar sent the
Patiala bowlers on a leather hunt
amassing 486 for the loss of six
wickets in 95 overs at stumps on
Day 1 of their Katoch Shield
Final at IS Bindra Punjab
Cricket Association (PCA) Stadium in Mohali on Saturday.
The highlight of the innings
was a ton each by Rohan Marwaha and skipper Sharad
Lumba as Amritsar set Patiala a
daunting target to chase.
Batting first, Amritsar opened
with Rohan Marwaha and southpaw Abhishek Sharma. The duo

put on 29 runs for the first wicket
before Abhishek was caught by
Karan Kaila of Ikjot Singh Thind
for 24 off 19 balls. Abhishek’s
departure brought in skipper
Sharad Lumba and in company
of Rohan Marwaha the duo put
the Patiala bowling attack to
task.
The two batsmen complimented each other in stroke play
as they went on to demolish the
hapless Patiala attack. They put
on 266 runs for the second wicket
in 54.3 overs.
The stand was broken when
Rohan Marwaha was caught by
wicketkeeper Anmol Malhotra
of Jiwanjot for a composed cen-

BRIEF SCORES
Amritsar: 486 for 6 in 95 overs
(Rohan Marwaha 137, Sharad
Lumba 182, Abhinav Sharma 55,
Aarush Sabharwal 76, Jiwanjot
Singh 4 for 93, Bhram Dayal 1 for
103, Ikjot Thind 1 for 45).

tury. His 137-run knock came of
200 balls and was inclusive of 18
boundaries. Sharad then found
another able partner in Aarush
Sabharwal and the two put on 76
runs for the third wicket. Sharad
was caught by Tejpreet of Brahm
Dyal for 182 of 206 balls studded
with 19 well-executed bounda-

HT PHOTO

ries and two huge sixes.
Sharad departure brought
Abhinav Sharma to the crease
and duo stitched a partnership of
86 runs for the fourth wicket
before Abhinav was caught by
Tejpreet of Jiwanjot for 55 of 46
balls studded with two boundaries and two sixes.
Aarush Sabharwal became
Jiwanjot’s next victim when he
was snapped by Sanvir Singh for
76 of 94 balls with two boundaries
and two sixes. Amritsar innings
ended at 486 for 6 in 95 overs. For
Patiala, the bowling honours
were shared by Jiwanjot Singh (4
for 93), Bhram Dayal (1 for 103)
and Ikjot Thind (1 for 45).

AMISH, LAKSHYA
REGISTER WINS
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:

West Bengal
defeated Jharkhand to enter
into the semi-finals of the boy’s
category in the ongoing Societe
Generale Junior National
Rugby Sevens Championship
held at Panjab University,
Chandigarh, on Saturday.
In other quarter-finals
matches of the boys’ section,
Odisha defeated Delhi (26-14),
Bihar outclassed Tamil Nadu
27-0, while Maharashtra
defeated Goa 15-7.
Earlier in the pre-quarterfinals, West Bengal outclassed
hosts Chandigarh in a one-sided
affair (29-0). Jharkhand
defeated Karnataka 7-0. Odhisa
defeated Kerala 31-0, while got

the better of Uttrakhand 34-0.
Tamil Nadu defeated Punjab
15-5, Bihar defeated Gujrat 27-0,
Goa edged out Haryana 12-10
and Maharashtra defeated Telangana.
The championship is organised by the Indian Rugby Football Union (IRFU).
There are 24 teams in the
boys’ category and 18 teams in
the girls’ category. The tournament will serve as the platform
for selection for the Indian
National U-18 and U-20 teams
which are set to participate in
the Asian Rugby championships later this year.
n

A match in progress during the
Junior National Rugby Sevens
Championship held at Panjab
University on Saturday. HT PHOTO

VIPIN KATHURIA, sports store
owner in Sector 20

›

My son is a huge fan
of India skipper Virat
Kohli and I am looking for
his jersey. It will be gift
for him and I am sure
he will wear it while
watching the match
live on TV
BALDEEP BHANDARI, customer

Krishan, Prakhar enter
second qualifying round
HT Correspondent
n

Pranay Sharma 9-3, while Lakshya S Prasad blanked Kartikeya
Saini 9-0 in the boys’ U-16 qualifying round matches of the AITA
Championship Series tournament at Roots Tennis Academy in
Zirakpur on Saturday. Others
who made it to next round are
Siddharth, Sannat Goyal, Darshan Dilbaar, Harmanjit Singh,
Ishaan Bhandari and Shraey Vir.
In the boys’ under-18 qualifying first round, Aakarshit beat
Rohan Phule 9-5, while Sanyam
Madaan ousted Kabir Kapoor 9-7.
Dhruv Chaudhary eased past
Ganga Singh 9-4, while Akash
Srinivasan beat Manjoot Singh
9-1 to move into next round.
Yash Prakash Nagdev beat
Arshdeep Singh 9-1, while Shashank Singh defeated Anant
Goyal 9-2.
WOMEN TEAM
TRIALS ON JUNE 16
CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Cricket Association (CCA), affiliated to Punjab CA, will conduct
trials for the Chandigarh senior
women team at Guru Nanak Public School, Sector 36, on June 16 at
5pm. The selected team will participate in the upcoming Punjab
inter-district tournament.
PARAS, VARYAM MOVE
INTO NEXT ROUND
CHANDIGARH:Paras beat Arshmehar 5-0, while Varyam defeated
Dipanshu 5-1 in the Lawrebs Tennis Open Tournament at Modern
Ways Model School, Sector 29, on
Saturday. In the girls’ U-12 first
round matches, Akshita beat
Diitti 5-1, while Prableen defeated
Inayat 5-3.

Rugby: West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, TN enters semis
HT Correspondent

We’ve got metal and
wooden replicas of
the World Cup trophies.
Since the cricket World
Cup has coincided with the
summer holidays of
students, our sales have
gone up remarkably

A costumer trying out India jersey ahead of Sunday’s World Cup India-Pakistan match at a sports store in Sector 20, Chandigarh, on
Saturday. The sale of accessories is also going strong with World Cup Trophy replica (bottom right) also in huge demand.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

ROUNDUP

n

Artist Balraj Singh with a miniature replica of cricket bat and World Cup made out of chalk in
Chandigarh on Saturday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Krishan Hooda, Prakhar Awasthi and Maitreya Bhagat secured easy wins to move
into second qualifying round of
the AITA ~2 lakh National Ranking Tennis Championship for
Men and Women at Chandigarh
Lawn Tennis Association
(CLTA) Complex in Sector 10 on
Saturday.
Krishan Hooda beat Kushal
Yedla 9-4, while Maitreya Bhagat
blanked Satyam Gupta 9-0. 38.
Prakhar Awasthi ousted Kasi
Viswanandha Roa Velvadapur
9-0.
Udit Kamboj blanked Nazmul
Azad 9-0, while Jitin Kumar
Chetry and Sukhpreet Singh
Jhoje also advanced into second
round. Jitin eased past Nikhlesh
Kanojia 9-4.
Oges Theyjo, 13th seed,
blanked Chinmay Bakshi 9-0.
Other players who moved into
next round securing easy wins
are Ganta Kartik Reddy, Abhimanyu Vannemreddy, Bharat
Raj Jain, Manveer Singh and
Shashikant Rajput.
Ganesh Srinivasan defeated
Uday Jyoti Das 9-1, while Sagar
Chaudhary beat Ryan Sodhi 9-7.
Ayush Sharma, Abhishek
Sardana , Asish Sinha , Ankit
Jaiswal and Maan Keshwani
also moved into next round with
easy wins.
Abhimanyu Vannemreddy
had to fight hard to defeat Bhashkar Paramatmuni 9-8(7) in tiebreaker, while D Saurya Reddy
was made to sweat by Navraj
Singh Brar before winning 9-6(4).
Bharat Raj Jain edged past
Savant Kaul 9-7, while Aaryan
Pandit moved into next round
with an easy 9-0 win over Rishbah Rathold.
Anand Prakash Gupta ended
the challenge of Shashank
Tiwari 9-0, while Adarsh Chaudhary beat Ankush Mishra 9-6.
Kartik Sharma secured a
hard-fought 9-6(5) win over Gaurav Kumar.
Parav Dev Garg defeated
CLTA’s Bhupender Dahiya 9-3,
while Udit Yadav blanked Siddharth Kumar 9-0.
As many as 182 players are
vying for a main draw berth in
the qualifying round of this
event. The entries of men and
women event are 119 and 63,
respectively.
The final qualifying round
matches in both men and women
will be held on Sunday.

THE MAIN DRAW
MATCHES FOR BOTH MEN
AND WOMEN WILL
START ON MONDAY

n

Prakhar Awasthi in action during the men’s singles qualifying round
of the AITA National Ranking tournament at CLTA in Sector 10 on
Saturday. Prakhar beat Kasi Viswanandha 9-0.
KARUN SHARMA/ /HT

RESULTS (QUALIFYING 1ST ROUND)
Men’s singles: Jitin Bishnoi bt
Harmanjot Singh 9-4, Krishan
Hooda bt Kushal Yedla 9-4, Maitreya Bhagat bt Satyam Gupta 9-0,
Ganesh Srinivasan bt Uday Jyoti
Das 9-1, Sagar Chaudhary bt Ryan
Sodhi 9-7, Ayush Sharma bt Sarabjot Singh 9-1, Abhishek Sardana [16]
bt Jitesh Kumar Chauhan 9-0, Asish
Sinha bt Rishiraj Shekhawat 9-6,
Ankit Jaiswal bt Sandeep Singh
Guru 9-2, Maan Keshwani bt
Shubham Swami 9-0, Rudra Bhatt
bt Gurkirat Singh 9-4, Mandeep
Yadav bt Harmanleen Randhawa
9-0, Praneeth V bt Kapesh
Khandge 9-6, Parav Dev Garg [10]
bt Bhupender Dahiya 9-3, Udit
Yadav bt Siddharth Kumar 9-0,
Aaditya Dahiya bt Vinay Kumar T
9-5, Akash Kumar Chaudhary bt
Anshuman Awasthy 9-1, Neel
Garud bt Manohar Singh 9-2,
Ribhav Ravikiran bt Mihir Auty 9-4,
Taritjot Singh bt Jitesh Kumar
Chauhan 9-0, Puru Upadhyay [9] bt
Hartik Baweja 9-7, Karish Kathuna
bt Saneesh Mani Mishra 9-3, Majot
Singh bt Shantmannu Nuniwal 9-0,
Bhrugen Bondre bt Gurmehak
Singh 9-5, Harshit Yadav bt Saurav
Yadav 9-0, Gautam Anand bt
Ayyooque Khan Ahmmed 9-4, Jitin
Kumar Chetry bt Niklesh Kanojia
9-4, Pranash Babu [15] bt Avish

Verma 9-0, Aryaan Bhatia bt
Abhishek Todar 9-4, Rishabh
Sharda bt Vashu Gupta 9-4, Akshat
Kumar Mehta bt Shashwat Verma
9-4, Udit Kamboj bt Nazmul Azad
9-0, Shashikant Rajput bt Shubham
Duhan 9-0, Harmanjot Singh
Minhas bt Devashish Malkani 9-7,
Oges Theyjo J [13] bt Chinmay
Bakshi 9-0, Mayank Yadav bt Kartik
Parhar 9-6, Abhimanyu Vannemreddy bt Bhashkar Paramatmuni
9-8(7), Prakhar Awasthi bt Kasi
Viswanandha Roa Velvadapur 9-0,
D Saurya Reddy bt Navraj Singh
Brar 9-6(4), Bharat Raj Jain bt
Savant Kaul 9-7, Sanchit Thakur bt
Shvam Grover 9-1, Aaryan Pandit
[14] bt Rishbah Rathold 9-0, Mohit
Bondre bt Rohitas Kumar Gurjar
9-3, Manveer Singh bt Sukhdeep
Singh Jaj 9-5, Paranjay Kukrety bt
Akshat Kumar 9-7, Ayush Gurnani
bt Nitesh Bairwa Kumar 9-4,
Sanskar Kesarwani bt Gagan
Gaurav 9-5, Shubham bt Kayyaz
Quadri 9-0, Varnit [11] bt Abhishek
9-1, Shaikh Umar [8] bt Puneet
Singhal 9-1, Sanket bt Rajat 9-3, D
Jeffery bt Swarandeep Dhodi 9-5,
Anand Gupta bt Shashank Tiwari
9-0, Adarsh bt Ankush Mishra 9-6,
Sukhpreet S Jhoje bt Vipul Mehta
9-5, Simarveer bt Rahul 9-0, Kartik
[12] bt Gaurav 9-6(5).
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MAYOR VISITS JAMALPUR SEWAGE TREATMENT
PLANT, WARDS WITH CHOKED SEWERS
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shortstories
HUSBAND BOOKED
AFTER WOMAN
COMMITS SUICIDE
LUDHIANA: Police booked a man
after his wife committed suicide
by hanging herself at their house
at Karamsar Colony in Tibba Road
area, on Saturday. The accused,
Mahanto, is a daily wage labourer.
Investigating officer, ASI Janak
Raj, said the deceased, Kanchan
Devi, committed suicide after
regular fights between the
couple. On the basis of the
statement of Devi’s father, the
accused was booked under
Section 306 (abetment of suicide)
of the Indian Penal Code at the
Tibba police station, he said. HTC

Labourer hangs himself
from tree in Doraha
LUDHIANA : A labourer, Kulwant
Singh, 40, of Kaddo village,
Doraha, hanged himself from a
tree on Saturday. Police said Singh
was an alcoholic, and upset for a
few days. On his wife’s statement,
police initiated inquest proceedHTC
ings under the CrPC .

debate of
the week
KNITWEAR
FACTORY BLAZE

HOW CAN WE
PREVENT FIRE
MISHAPS?
It’s been over a year since the
horrific plastic factory fire
claimed the lives of 16 people,
including nine firefighters.
Back then, on his visit to the
spot, Punjab CM Amarinder
Singh had announced a fire
audit to keep a tabs on fire
safety in industrial units. But
the ground reality remains
the same. On the evening of
June 6, a fire ravaged a
knitwear factory in the city,
once again bringing to the
fore the poor fire safety
measures in place. What
should be done to ensure
such incidents are prevented.
Send your views to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by June 16 in not
more than 100 words.

See any open
borewell? Inform
administration
LUDHIANA :In the wake of a recent

accident due to an open borewell
that claimed the life of a twoyear-old boy in Sangrur, the
Ludhiana district administration has issued a WhatsApp
number, 99154-08834, where residents can send information
about open borewells.
Ludhiana deputy commissioner Pradeep Kumar Agrawal
urged residents to inform about
open borewells across the district to prevent any loss of life.
He said to ensure there was no
open borewell in Ludhiana district, strict instructions had
been issued to all sub-divisional
magistrates, heads of government departments and other officials concerned.
HTC

Government depts owe
power body ₹85 cr in bills

RAIN’S ROUND THE CORNER

IRONY Figures till March 31 this year reveal that as many as 50 government
offices in Ludhiana owe the PSCPL a whopping ₹85.45 crore in electricity arrears
Harvinder Kaur

Leading defaulters

harvinder.kaur@htlive.com

n

~35.74 crore

LUDHIANA : Government depart-

ments are the biggest culprits
when it comes to not paying
electricity bills, reveals data by
the Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) central
zone office.
Data till March 31 this year
reveals that as many as 50 government offices owe the power
corporation a whopping ₹85.45
crore in electricity arrears.
Repeated notices have failed to
elicit compliance. The central
zone of PSPCL covers Ludhiana
East, West, Suburban and
Khanna circle.
Among the 50 government
departments — ranging from
the department of school education to department of health and
family welfare — the department of water supply and sanitation leads the list of defaulters
with an outstanding bill of

Dept of water supply
and sanitation

~23.09 crore

Dept of health and
family welfare

~6.46 crore

Dept of public works

~3.97 crore

Dept of revenue, rehabilitation
and dept management

~3.6 crore

Dept of home affairs
and jails
₹35.74 crore. Next in line are
department of health and family
welfare with power arrears of
₹23.09 crore, department of pub-

›

We keep sending
notices to the
defaulters. Since,
these are public-dealing
departments, we cannot
snap their power
connections despite high
outstanding amounts.
DPS GREWAL, chief engineer,
PSPCL central zone, Ludhiana

lic works with ₹6.46 crore in
dues, department of revenue,
rehabilitation and department
management
owing
PSPCL ₹3.97 crore, and department of home affairs and jails
₹3.6 crore.
Among all four circles of
PSPCL central zone, government departments in Khanna
circle have the highest dues

FEAR OF BUILDING COLLAPSE

Friday’s factory blaze leaves
family of eight homeless
Harsimran Singh Batra
n

totalling ₹37.14 crore.
OTS SEES NO TAKER
With an aim to recover outstanding dues from government
departments and other types of
consumers (except agriculture
power), the state government
had introduced a one-time settlement (OTS) policy on May 24,
2018. Under the scheme, the
power department had waived
surcharge and interest on the
dues, allowing consumers time
till August 23, 2018, to clear their
bills.
DPS Grewal, chief engineer,
PSPCL central zone, Ludhiana,
said under the OTS scheme, no
government department came
forward to clear the dues.
“We keep sending notices to
the defaulters to clear their
bills. Since, these are publicdealing departments, we cannot
snap their power connections
despite high outstanding
amounts,” he said.

MAN DIES
MYSTERIOUSLY,
COPS SUSPECT
SPIKED DRINK

n

HT Correspondent

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Apart from ravaging

two hosiery units, the fire at Lajpat Nagar on Noorwala Road on
Friday has left a family of eight
homeless.
Living in a 72 square yards
house adjacent to the Vinayak
Knitwear that went up in flames,
the family, including a senior citizen and two teenaged girls, was
forced to spend the night on the
road outside, replete with anxious moments.
Vinayak Knitwear is owned by
Congress councillor Pallavi
Vinayak’s brother-in-law Rajan
Vinayak.
The family now fears danger to
their lives as the hosiery unit,
which was gutted in fire, may collapse any time, bringing rubble
down on their accommodation,
which has also developed cracks.
Eldest among four brothers,
Rakesh Kumar, alias Bittu, said
he, along with his mother, Kaushalya Rani, 62, his wife and two
teenaged daughters, besides his
three brothers, had vacated the
house in fear of tragedy.
“Smoke is still rising from the
factory, which can come down
any time. The administration
asked us to vacate our house on
Friday, but even though the
flames have been doused, we cannot muster the courage to move
back in,” said Kumar, who has
not been able to run his egg vend
for two days.
“We have apprised the factory

n

Rakesh Kumar and his family spent the night outside fearing collapse
HT PHOTO
of their house due to damage caused by Friday’s fire.

owner of our status, and he has
assured some help, but we are
still waiting. We cannot even use
our kitchen, and are arranging
food through our relatives. We
have shifted all our household
goods, including bed, almirah
and gas cylinders, on the road to
avoid damage,” Kumar added.
Sub-divisional magistrate
(SDM) (East) Amarjit Singh Bains
said it was the factory owner’s
responsibility to provide relief to
the affected family due to fire in
his unit.

“We will look into the matter if
we receive a complaint from the
family,” he added.
Fire had broken out in
Vinayak Knitwear on Friday
morning following a short-circuit. The flames also engulfed AK
Sanon Hosiery, ravaging both the
units. It took firefighters over 16
hours to put out the flames.
Even as locals remained on
tenterhooks following the blaze,
fire brigade officials said the
flames had been controlled
completely.

LUDHIANA:A 35-year-old man died
after allegedly drinking adulterated liquor in Sahnewal on Saturday.
The deceased was identified as
Anwar, who lived in a rented
accommodation in Sahnewal
with his wife, Seema.
Anwar was a horse handler
professionally, and used to groom
and take horses to wedding
events or processions.
Seema told the police that
when Anwar returned home on
Friday night, he was drunk and
started vomiting. She rushed him
to the civil hospital in Sahnewal,
but he died during treatment.
An autopsy was conducted at
the hospital, and viscera sent to a
forensic laboratory to establish
the cause of death.
Assistant
sub-inspector
(ASI) Sukhwinder Singh said so
far, the actual reason behind the
death was not clear.
“Anwar may have died due to
consuming a spiked alcoholic
drink. We have initiated inquest
proceedings under Section 174 of
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) on the basis of his wife’s
statement,” he said.

POLICE HAVE SENT THE
VISCERA FOR ANALYSIS
TO ASCERTAIN THE
EXACT CAUSE OF DEATH

Women use dupattas to shield themselves from the sudden gusty winds that blew in Ludhiana on
Saturday evening. Cloudy skies with the wind brought residents some relief from the scorching
heat. While the maximum temperature at 43.3 degrees till Saturday afternoon was six notches
above normal, the weather department said some respite was on the cards as rain and
thunderstorm are expected from Sunday to Tuesday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

10 months on, online building
plan approval hangs fire
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Ten months after

implementation of the online
building plan approval system
(OBPAS), the state local bodies
department has yet to streamline online approval of plans
under town planning and development schemes.
Now, the local bodies department has directed the municipal
corporation (MC) to accept
building plans manually for a
month till the system is streamlined and the software to
approve the plans in different
scheme areas was instated.
Local bodies department
director Karnesh Sharma has
also directed the MC staff to get
the scheme plans uploaded in
the OBPAS.
“Several meeting have been
held in the past where building
branch staff was pulled up by
the senior officials of local bodies department for low online
approval rate of building plans.

AFTER ONLINE SYSTEM
WAS INAUGURATED ON
AUGUST 16 LAST YEAR,
THE LOCAL BODIES
DEPARTMENT HAD SET
A DEADLINE OF JAN 15
TO STREAMLINE IT
However, as the software is still
not updated, they are forced to
accept building plans manually,” a building branch official
said, requesting anonymity.
Municipal Town Planner
(MTP) Monica Anand said
building plans of non-scheme
areas were being approved
online.
While the system was being
upgraded, they had received
directions from the local bodies
department that building plans
of scheme areas can be accepted
manually for a month, she said,
adding that the after the system
was available online, no build-

ing plan will be accepted
manually.
The flagship online building
plan approval system (OBPAS)
was inaugurated by former
local bodies minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu to check corruption
in building branch of various
MCs.
The system will automate the
end-to-end process from empanelment of architects, online documents submission, online fee
payment, architect registration,
building plan approval, and
plinth level approval to completion/occupation certificates
across all urban local bodies
(ULBs) in Punjab, the minister
had said.
After the system was
inaugurated on August 16 last
year, it was decided that the
civic bodies across the state will
not accept any building plans
manually.
Sidhu and the local bodies
department officials had set a
deadline of January 15, 2019, to
streamline the system.

PCS RANK 4

Sahnewal’s Jasleen wanted
to be more than a teacher

Harvinder Kaur
n

harvinder.kaur@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: Realising she had far
more potential than being a
computer science teacher
encouraged 26-year-old Jasleen
Bhullar to set her sights on the
Punjab Civil Services (PCS) in
June 2017.
Two years later, her belief in
her calibre bore fruit, as she
emerged fourth in the PCS
examination conducted by the
Punjab Public Service Commission, the result of which was
declared on Friday.
A computer engineer by profession, Jasleen is currently
working as an inspector (on
training) in the Punjab department of cooperation, after having tried her hand at teaching
computer science at Chandigarh University, Gharuan, and
Guru Nanak Dev Engineering
College, for two years.
“I always wanted to go for
teaching, but while working at
Chandigarh University, which
was my first job, I realised this

n

Jasleen Bhullar said while
working as a teacher, she
realised she could do more.

was not something I wanted do
all my life. I knew I had the
potential to do something more.
So, while I was working at
Guru Nanak Dev Engineering
College I started preparing for
PCS exams in June 2017,” said
Jasleen.
“I used to wake up at 4am for
self-study after which I taught
tuitions and then went for my
11am to 7pm job at the college. I
used any spare time to study for
the PCS exam,” she said.
Instead of opting for private
coaching, she resources availa-

ble on the internet to ready herself for the exam. On her future
plans, Jasleen said she wanted
to work for the education and
environmental sectors.
“I want to work on enhancing
the quality of education, so that
parents send their children to
government schools instead of
private ones. There should be
no difference in the quality of
education. Likewise, we need to
work together to combat the
water crisis,” she said.
A resident of Sahnewal, Jasleen has always been a meritorious student. An alumna of
Tagore International School,
she scored 95.8% in Class 10 and
90.8% in Class 12. She later pursued BTech from Guru Nanak
Dev Engineering College, Ludhiana, and also passed her Masters in Computer Science with
scholarship.
“She has worked really hard
for the exams. We both are
really proud of her. She
deserved it,” said her elated
parents, Gurcharan Singh
Bhullar and Navdeep Kaur.
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Registration for IITs, 52 players take part in football trials
other engg institutes
likely from today
ADMISSIONS Seats in 23 IITs, 23 IIITs, 31 NITs and 23
GFTIs to be filled through joint allocation process of govt
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The registration for

admission to Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), Indian
Institutes of Information
Technology (IIITs), National
Institutes of Technology (NITs)
and Government Funded
Technical Institutes (GFTIs) is
expected to start on June 16, as
the JEE Advanced results were
announced on Friday.
A total of 100 institutes,
including 23 IITs, 23 IIITs, 31
NITs and 23 GFTIs , will go for
admissions through Joint Seat
Allocation Authority (JoSAA)/
Central Seat Allocation Board
(CSAB).
The admission to IITs will be
on the basis of JEE Advanced
while the admission at IIITs,
NITs and GFTIs will be on the
basis of JEE Main.
Punjab Engineering College
(PEC), Sector 12, here will also
go for admission in undergraduate technology programmes
through JoSAA .
This is the second year for the
college to go for admissions

THE CANDIDATES, WHO
HAVE QUALIFIED JEE
MAIN OR JEE ADVANCED
EXAMINATION, WILL
HAVE TO REGISTER
THEMSELVES ONLINE
FOR JOSAA-2018
through JoSAA.
All eligible candidates, who
have qualified JEE Main or JEE
Advanced examination, will
have to register themselves
online for JoSAA-2018 at the
website https://josaa2019.in.
During the online registration, candidates will be required
to fill the choice of the institutes
before submitting the
application.
EXPECTED DATES FOR
SEAT ALLOCATION
While the first round of mock
seat allocation will start in the
third week of June, the second
round of mock seat allocation
will take place in June last
week, during which the stu-

dents will have to do the final
registration and choice filling.
However, the exact dates for
seat allocation are yet to be
announced. The first round of
seat allocation will start in the
last week of June and the first
list of seats filled will be displayed in the first week of July.
608 SEATS AT PEC TO BE
FILLED THROUGH
JOSAA
608 seats will be up for grabs
at PEC through JoSAA.
There is 50% reservation for
Chandigarh quota and 50%
seats will be available for
students living outside
Chandigarh.
The aspirants can visit the
website www.pec.ac.in for more
information. PEC offers eight
undergraduate courses which
include aerospace engineering,
civil engineering, computer science and engineering, electrical
engineering, electronics and
communication engineering,
mechanical
engineering,
materials and metallurgical
engineering, and production
and industrial engineering.

HT Correspondent
n

LUDHIANA :

As many as 52
players from Ludhiana took
part in the football trials held at
the grounds of Guru Nanak Public School, Sarabha Nagar, on
Saturday.
The trials were organised by
the Ludhiana Football Association for the players, who will
represent the district in the
upcoming Punjab State Senior
Football Championship.
The championship will be
held at NS College, Banga, in
Nawanshahr on June 22 and 23.
The selection committee
comprised Ranbir Singh, Jatinder Singh Bajwa, Narinder
Singh Malhi, Ram Labha, Gurmeet Singh Sodhi and Jasbir
Singh Kaler.
During the trials, the selection committee observed the
skills of the players that
included passing techniques,
team coordination, stamina and
accuracy. After the trials, the
committee announced a team of
20 players who will play for the
district in the state-level championship.

Doctors exhort
cancer patients
to explore
treatment options
HT Correspondent
n

UT college teacher
moves court over
denial of leave
for workshop

Mohali college begins
online admissions

CHANDIGARH: A faculty member at

Phase 6, here began online admissions for undergraduate (UG) and
postgraduate (PG) courses for the
session 2019-20 from today.
Principal of the college
Komal Broca said, “The students
have been asked to fill the
admission forms online and
submit the same when the college
reopens after the summer
break.” She said the merit list for
admissions to various courses
will be out anytime after
July 8. Broca said the last date for
joining a course will be July 20
and the regular classes will also
begin on the same day.
For late admissions, the last
date will be August 31, she added.
According to the college
authorities, the late fee will be
applicable to all the students
taking admission after the due
date. Students taking admission
from July 22 to 31 will pay a late
fee of ₹500,while those taking
admission from August 1 to 9,
August 10 to 20 and August 21 to 31
will have to pay a late fee of will
have to pay ₹1,000, ₹1,500 and
₹2,000, respectively. Having
around 12 departments, the college imparts education to as
many as 2,000 students on roll.

MCM DAV College, Sector 36,
approached Punjab and Haryana
high court after the college principal Nisha Bhargava denied her
permission to attend a workshop
in Germany for the asked period.
The court has now allowed assistant professor Renu Bala to attend
the workshop till July 7 and asked
her to rejoin duty on July 8.
Renu Bala, who holds a PhD in
theoretical physics from Panjab
University, has been working at
the college since July 2015.
Her lawyer Nitin Jain had told
court that she was invited by the
University of Applied Sciences,
FH Münster, Germany, from
June 15 to July 7 for a common
project under the collaboration
between the two countries.
The German varsity paid for
the tickets and she has also
secured visa. But the principal of
the college permitted her to go till
June 23 only while the programme was to continue till July
7, she informed the court.
She also said that she had
sought permission on May 6 but
principal responded on May 14
stating that she had taken
HTC
ex-India leave in 2017.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Government College,

ON SUNDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD SIMPLY CALL >> 0161-5025898

BUSINESS
DETECTIVE
STAR DETECTIVES, Whatsapp88724-38091, Secret Investigations
Solutions Matrimonial ? Court
Proofs ? Fraud ? Crimes ?
Surveillance ? Disputes ? Missing ?

EDUCATION
LEARN COREL Draw Adobe Photoshop Graphic Designing. Pls call:
98725-25231.

TOLET
OTHERS
AVAILABLE FOR Rent, Ist Floor
2/3 Bedrooms Set with Attached
Bathrooms for Bank/ MNC
Employees in Phase-2, Dugri,
Ludhiana. 98140-27141, 8427288222.

EMPLOYMENT
INDEPENDENT YOUNG
Beautiful Girls, Personal Assistants
freshers + Unmarried + PG Residents
preferred. Salary 20,000, Whatsapp62837-04354.

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : DEEPAK KAUSHAL - 98764-48829

EMPLOYMENT

The
college
offers
various undergraduate courses
like BA, B Com, BSc (medical,
non-medical), BSc computer
science, BSc (honours) bio-tech
and BCA. Besides, there are
many postgraduate courses
including MA English, MA fine
arts, MA Punjabi, MSc mathematics and MSc information and
technology, providing masters
degree to students. A variety of
diploma courses including
diploma in food production,
diploma in food and confectionary, diploma in food and beverage
services and diploma in accommodation operation are also
offered by the college.
A twenty-one day summer
vacation course on computer programming was started by the
Government College, Phase 6,
here on Friday. As many as 70
students have taken part in the
course, in which subjects like
fundamentals of office nomination, tally, programming in
C/C++ languages are being
taught to the students. The programme, which has been set up
for students lacking knowledge of
computer, will conclude on July
4. Principal Komal Broca said the
aim of starting the summer
course on computers was to educate students about the basics of
computer programming.

PU gives centre
directions for law
entrance test
on June 16
CHANDIGARH : Panjab University

(PU) is conducting an entrance
test for admission to BA/B Com
LLB (honours), a five- year integrated course at University Institute of Legal Studies (UILS), PU,
and at its regional centres in
Hoshiarpur and Ludhiana on
June 16. The timings of the test
are from 10 am to 11.30 am.
As many as 5,400 candidates
from across the state will appear
for the test. Of total 18 exam centres, 11 are located at the PU campus while 7 are located at local colleges in Chandigarh.
PU gives directions to students
to locate their respective centres.
For students appearing at centres
1 to 4, the entry will be through
gate number 1 and those appearing at centres 5 to 8, the entry will
be from gate number 3.
For centres 6 and 7, students
will have to enter from gate 2
whereas for centres 9, 10, 11, candidates should head towards the
South Campus in Sector 25. HTC

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The American Onco-

logy Institute (AOI) at Dayanand
Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) celebrated National
Cancer Survivors Day on Friday.
The event was held to
empower cancer patients and
their families to take decisions
regarding prevention, planning
and treatment options available
to them.
American Oncology Institute
is a US-based cancer care chain
that
operates
cancer
centres across India and south
Asia.
DMCH secretary Shri Prem
Kumar Gupta said, “On National
Cancer Survivors Day we celebrate the brave spirit of cancer
survivors.”
India has seen an increase in
cancer cases due to factors such
as urbanisation, industrialisation, lifestyle changes and population growth. Over 15 lakh new
cancer cases are reported here
each year and the number is
expected to touch 20 lakh by
2020.
More than 70% of these cases
are reported in advanced stages,
leading to poor survival
rates.
AOI zonal director for Punjab
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir, Dr Neeraj Bishnoi,
said, “Cancer is curable.
Today, we can cure about
50-60% of all cancers because of
advancement in technology in
all fields of cancer treatments,
including surgical oncology,
medical oncology and radiation
oncology.”

RPF APPREHENDS
53 PEOPLE FOR
TRAVELLING
WITHOUT TICKETS
LUDHIANA:The Railway Protection

n

Players participating in football trials at Guru Nanak Public School, Sarabha Nagar, in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Saturday.

Educationists’ forum discusses
Centre’s education policy draft
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :
The Punjab
Educationists’ Forum organised
a roundtable discussion on the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government’s new
education policy draft at
Ramgarhia Girls College here on
Saturday.
Members dwelt on both
merits and demerits of the
policy. The good points, according to the forum, included the
provision of the right to
education from the age of 3 years
to18 up to 2030, early childhood
care from the age of 3 to 6 to be

2 booked for trying
to rape Panchkula
woman at gunpoint
PANCHKULA : Police booked a man
and his friend for allegedly
thrashing and trying to rape a
30-year-old woman at gunpoint
on Thursday.
The victim, in her police complaint, said one of the accused,
Sandeep, with whom she was in a
relationship since last year, had
promised her marriage.
An official privy to the investigation said there was some dispute between them following
which Sandeep took her to a
house in Sector 21.
Sandeep called the other
accused there, following which
both reportedly had some drugs
and started harassing the
woman, said the official.
The woman alleged that the
accused tore her clothes and tried
to rape her at gunpoint.
HTC

provided by the institutions as
the institutions will take care of
a child’s nutrition, health and
education, enhancement of
public funding to education,
increase in funds for research to
the tune of ₹20,000 crore,
inclusiveness, categorisation of
educational institutions,end to
ad-hocism, saying no to
temporary teachers, stress-free
examination system, multiple
exit and entry points and raising
of general enrolment ratio in
higher education by 50% up to
2030.
The forum criticised the proposal to dismantle the existing
educational apex institutes, such

as the University Grants Commission (UGC), creation of an
higher education council, to be
headed by the Prime
Minister, and the inclusion of
50% ministers in it, disaffiliation
of colleges from universities,
and creation of autonomous colleges by merging a number of
colleges. By doing so, the colleges in the country would
decrease by almost 70% from
40,000 to 10,000-15,000, the forum
said.
School principals,teachers,
academicians, members of
senates and syndicates of universities and philanthropists
participated in the discussion.

SENIORITY ISSUE

PUTA asks V-C to
review wardens’
appointments
CHANDIGARH: The Panjab Univer-

sity Teachers’ Association
(PUTA), on Friday, wrote to the
vice-chancellor (V-C) Raj Kumar
to review the appointments of PU
hostel wardens and designate
them strictly on the basis of seniority.
On June 11, Arun Singh Thakur from the University Institute
of Hotel and Tourism Management was appointed the warden
of boys’ hostel number 7, Vishal
Sharma from University Institute of Engineering and Technology was made the warden of boys’
hostel number 8 and Shipra
Gupta from department of laws
was appointed the warden of

girls’ hostel number 9.
Registering a strong protest,
PUTA president Rajesh Gill
wrote, “While PUTA is conscious
of the fact that as per the relevant
regulation in PU calendar, V-C
can appoint the hostel wardens
using his discretion. However, it
is important that such discretion
is used discreetly to avoid any
kind of injustice and arbitrariness.” She wrote, “It is for this
very reason that PUTA had last
year stressed upon the criterion
of seniority for the appointment
of wardens, so as to convey a message to the teaching community
that authorities believe in transparent governance system.”HTC

Force (RPF) conducted a drive
against trespassers and people
travelling without ticket at the
city railway station on Saturday.
As many as 53 people were
apprehended, and a fine of ₹19,200
was collected. The drive was conducted with the help of the commercial department of railways.
Ludhiana RPF in-charge, inspector Anil Kumar said 15 people
were apprehended under Section
137 (uses or attempts to use a single pass or a single ticket, which
has already been used on a previous journey, or in the case of a
return ticket) of the Railway Act,
and a fine of ₹15,200 was
charged.
As many as 32 people were
booked under Section 147 (trespass and refusal to desist from
trespass) of the Railway Act and
₹3200 fine was collected, five passengers were booked under Section 145B (drunkenness or nuisance) of the Railway Act and
₹500 was collected, and a man
was apprehended under Section
144 (prohibition on hawking)
and ₹300 fine was charged,
HTC
Kumar said.

A FINE OF ₹19,200 WAS
COLLECTED; THE DRIVE
WAS CONDUCTED WITH
THE HELP OF THE
COMMERCIAL DEPT

HC directs PEC
to reappoint two
ad hoc employees
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Punjab and

Haryana high court has asked
Punjab Engineering College,
Sector 12, here to reappoint two
contractual faculty members,
who were replaced by the institute after issuing advertisements in 2016. The high court
acted on the plea of Shalom
Akhai and Kanika Saini, working on ad-hoc basis with the college.
The two made an appeal to the
high court to direct PEC to not
make fresh appointments on
contractual basis. They said the
college was replacing one set of
ad-hoc employees with another
set of ad-hoc employees, which is
a violation of the orders of the
apex court.
PEC officials said the decision
was taken on the basis of the
employees’ poor performance
and the reason was communicated to them as well.
However, the petitioners
denied any communication from
the college officials during their
service period and said the reason of poor performance was
also not cited in the letter of
discontinuation of their
services.

educationnotes
SUMMER CAMP
ENDS AT MAPLE
BEAR SCHOOL
LUDHIANA: A nature summer camp
concluded at Maple Bear Canadian
Play Way and Nursery School,
Udham Singh Nagar, on Saturday.
More than 100 students participated
in the camp, which was for the
students of age group between 4
and 10 years. On the last day,
students made cards with photographs of their fathers that were to
be presented to them on Father’s
Day. Students learnt the art of using
waste materials, paper and other
by-products to showcase their
talent. They took part in other
activites, such as colouring, calligraphy, English-speaking and
dance.

15-day camp concludes
at Balloons Playway
LUDHIANA : The 15-day summer
camp concluded at Balloons Playway, Dugri, on Saturday. During the
camp, the students took part in
different activities, such as dance,
craft, spoken English, personality
development and cooking
without fire. On the last day, a
dance party was organised for the
students. Principal Daljeet Kaur
appreciated the efforts of the staff
and students.

65 students take part in
skill-development activities
LUDHIANA : The 15-days summer
camp concluded at Guru Nanak
International School on Saturday. As
many as 65 students of different age
groups participated. Activities, such
as skating, spoken English, personality development, yoga, dance, art
and craft, divinity, Gurmat training
and cooking were organised.

The Learning Station
students felicitated
LUDHIANA : A two-week summer
camp concluded at The Learning
Station, Humbran Road, on Saturday.
As many as 34 students between the

n

Students during a cooking activity at Guru Nanak International School in Ludhiana on Saturday.

HT PHOTO

age of 2 and 13 years took part in it.
Activities such as self-defence, dance
and fine arts were organised.
Executive director VK Mehta
felicitated the participants and
awarded them with certificates.
Kanav Thakur and Dikshita Khanna
were declared stars of the camp.
Co-ordinator Sakshi Abbott thanked
the trainers and learners for their
participation.

Students demonstrate their
cooking skills at Mount Litera
LUDHIANA : The 15-day summer
camp, held at Mount Litera Zee
School, concluded on Saturday. As
many as 200 students took part in it.
Activities, such as dance, music, art
and craft, cookery, badminton,
soft-toy making, spoken English,
basketball, yoga and aerobics were
organised. On the last day, the
students displayed their craft
material and demonstrated their
cooking skills. Principal Daljit Kaur
Bhangoo appreciated the creativity
of the students.

n

Students during a card-making activity at Maple Bear Canadian School in Ludhiana on Saturday.

HT
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MAY THE TRIBE OF MIDDLEMEN
GROW, PROSPER AND WRITE

POTPOURRI

T

he word ‘middleman’ usually has
negative connotations, used most of
the time for people who broker
“deals” often of questionable nature.
The other day, however, during the
book launch of a fellow writer of a “middle” (in
a newspaper), the chief guest, an executive editor of a leading national daily, in his inimitable
style, paid tributes to all the middle writers by
addressing them as middlemen, instantly
according them respect and credibility.

ALL ABOUT SUBTLE WIT AND
A DASH OF HUMOUR
Writing middles or Spice of Life columns (as
termed by a leading national daily) can be both
an art and science. Art because the skill
required to tailor a piece which is both interesting and engrossing amid the plethora of routine news, provides a whiff of fresh air and creativity. And science since it accentuates the
chemistry of events stitched together to produce a feel of biological sense of belonging. The
most critical of all being subtle wit , dash of
humour and emotions all expressed in a reada-

ble 650 words.

PUNCH LINES THAT MATTER
AND FODDER FOR CHATTER
I was sitting with a former school buddy, an
orthopaedic doctor at the high court clinic
seeking his advice for back pain. We had two
lawyers for company. The doctor introduced
me as a middle writer with a national daily and
one of the lawyers, a woman, remarked, “With
the overdose of repetitive news and breaking

EVERY MIDDLE WRITER HAS A
PARTICULAR STYLE. SOME, LIKE ME,
THRIVE BY LINKING ANECDOTES
FROM MY DAYS IN UNIFORM AND
RELATING THEM TO AN ONGOING
BREAKING NEWS OR CURRENT
EVENT. OTHERS BUILD A STORY
AROUND A SEEMINGLY MINOR ISSUE
AND PROCEED TO GLAMOURISE IT

news, I for one instinctively turn to the ‘middles’ page when I get my morning newspaper. It
acts as a dose of freshness and gets me back to
the roots. The storytelling, so aptly demonstrated by the writers, prepares me for impending arguments for the cases during the day”.
The male lawyer nodded in agreement and
reminded me of my 50th middle, Cheers to the
greying mane, recounting a case which he won
by delivering a final punchline, “All that glitters is not gold.”

n

STICKING TO STYLES AND
DOING WHAT SUITS YOU

Life’s experiences, some humorous, some sad and others touching an emotional chord, are precious
for writers and give more power to their pen.
GETTY IMAGES

dle since it needs to portray a sense of commonality and simplicity with readers of all hues.

Every middle writer has a particular style.
Some, like me, thrive by linking anecdotes
from my days in uniform and relating them to
an ongoing breaking news or current event.
Others build a story around a seemingly minor
issue and proceed to glamourise it, yet others
tend to touch a chord through a heartfelt episode. What remains common with all of us is
the ability to keep the flow of the piece lucid
and compact. Use of high-flown vocabulary
tends to corrupt the pleasure of reading a mid-

YOUR WRITING SHOULD BE
LIKE ‘A MINI SKIRT’
We were preparing for the entrance to the
Defence Services Staff College at Wellington, a
competitive exam . The competition to qualify
is stiff with a success percentage of twenty. Our
commanding officer (CO) made a surprise
entry to the officers’ study where a bunch of us
aspiring pen pushers were grappling with a
tactical appreciation exercise. The colonel was

GRADUATING FROM A
SCOOTER TO CAR(S)

THE BEST GIFT FROM DAD: LET’S SPEND
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

guest
column

guest
column

Rama kashyap

COL RD SINGH (RETD)

D

O

n father’s Day, I am reminded
of my childhood days in village Pili Mandori in Haryana’s Fatehabad in the 1960s.
As children, we were very proud of
our parents. Whenever we were
asked about our plans for the future
we would declare, “Bara hokar apne
maa-baap ka naam roshan karunga (I
will make my parents proud when I
grow up). ” And we meant it.
Family honour and our parents’
reputation was of paramount importance for us. Our parents too felt they
had to do everything to avoid bringing disrepute to the family. Spending
time with the children was also a priority for them. I remember how my
father would take me for long walks,
and tell me a story with a moral . On
our part, we would work day and
night to shine in school just to make
sure that our teachers spoke highly of
us when interacting with the village
elders, which in turn would make our
parents happy.
When we grew up and left our villages for higher studies and work our
family name mattered to us. We
would be very careful of our actions
and conduct and ensure that no igno-

n

The greatest gift from a father is quality time spent with children.

miny was caused to our parents,
realising how badly they would
be affected if any of us faltered.
That was enough to make the children realize the value of “izzat”
(respect).
Today, it is different. To be perceived as modern and obsessed with
doing the ‘in’ thing the youth seems to
be drifting away from the traditional
values and parental sanskars. The
love of easy money and instant fame
seems to be adding fuel to the fire.

Materialistic gains or comforts can
never replace moral values, which we
refuse to realise. Addicted to social
media, youth today seems to be existing in the virtual world instead of the
real one. Parents on their part are
equally to blame. They are neither
setting a personal example in ethical
values nor spending quality time with
their children. The result is
depressed youth, and unhappy parents. No wonder, cases of suicides and
family violence are on the increase.

GETTY IMAGES

So, on this Father’s Day, let us
resolve to be better fathers. Let us
remain devoted to our children,
spend more time with them and inculcate the right values in them by setting personal examples. Today, sit
with our children, chat with them or
call them and share a good laugh with
them - to touch their hearts and ours.
Happy Father’s Day !
(The writer is an Ambala-based freelancer and
convenor of INTACH, Ambala Chapter)

WILDBUZZ FROM NATURE’S DOMAIN OF WONDERS
VIKRAM JIT SINGH

THE
KOTWAL’S
SILVER
TONGUE

T

he Greater Racket-tailed
drongo and Black drongo
(BD) won’t really approve of
stubble-burning bans. They
rather like smouldering stubble as
they snap cryptic insects flushed
from the fires! Drongos are also versatile ‘linguists’ as they can mimic agitated calls of other birds and mammalian predators. As an ace whistle
blower, the BD warns other nesting
birds of a predatory Shikra on the
prowl by mimicking the hawk’s calls

n

quick to come out with words of wisdom, which
all of us who qualified remember till date and
had no qualms in passing down the chain during service.
The magical words were: “Keep it compact,
like a mini skirt, long enough to cover vitals
and short enough to evince interest.” To this
he added, “the least you drag, and lesser you
brag… more shall you swag.”
This remains true to an effective middle
more than anything. Here’s to all the middlemen. May our tribe grow!
(The writer is a Chandigarh-based retired army official)

and getting parent birds to go on red
alert or by simply imitating parental
distress calls. When it comes to
defending its own nest, the BD is as
audacious and plucky as the Rani of
Jhansi! Such skills of subterfuge and
courage have led the Indian birding
community to bestow upon the BD the
endearing moniker of kotwal (police
official).
Based in Sangli, Maharashtra,
Sharad Apte has recorded the calls
and songs of 422 avian species.
During the course of an interview
with Bird Count India, Apte revealed
just how perfectly a BD impersonated
another bird’s call to save its chicks:
“I located a nest of a BD in the backyard of my friend’s house. I was following this nest to record the BD’s
agitation call to drive away birds
threatening its nestlings. One dog
was lying below the nest and one cat
was sleeping on the terrace. As the cat
rose, the BD attacked it and gave out
the growling call of a cat. When the
dog rose, the BD attacked the dog
while giving out a Red-wattled lapwing’s call. I have recordings of a lapwing’s call to shoo away a dog. When I
put both calls in a software, I found
that every character in each call
matched!”

A Greater Racket-tailed drongo watches for insects escaping burning stubble.
PHOTO: PARTH PATEL

THE BAAZ TRUMPS
PAK PM IMRAN KHAN

I CAN’T FORGET HOW WE
WAITED EXCITEDLY FOR
MONTHS TOGETHER FOR
THE FIRST SCOOTER. WHAT
WAS MOST REMARKABLE
WAS THAT THE TWO-WHEELER,
HAMARA BAJAJ, WAS NOT
DRIVEN HOME BUT ARRIVED
IN STYLE IN A LORRY

I

n Pakistan Punjab, purists practising the art of flying the Baaz (a
female Northern goshawk) tend
to shun VVIP company. Take
Kamran Khan Yousafzai, a Baazdar
hailing from a family of robust
Pathans enjoying political and personal ties with Pakistan PM Imran
Khan. The latter visits their ancestral
home in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
When informed by Yousafzai’s father
of his son’s passion for flying the
Baaz, Yousafzai was extended invites
to join Khan for hunts. The Pakistan
PM nurtures a childhood passion for
hunting wild pigs and partridge along
the Indus and in the fertile plains and
is loath to skip his annual date with
shikar. But to everyone’s surprise,
Yousafzai turned down the envied
invite.
Yousafzai is a falconer of global
repute, president of the Pakistan Falconry Association and a board member of the International Association
for Falconry and Conservation of
Birds of Prey. “VIPs love to go for
hunts but it is very difficult for falconers like myself to accompany them.
VIPs break the momentum by stopping for refreshments, do not like to
walk the rugged wilderness and are
full of pomp, commotion and distractions. One politician would insist on
accompanying us on hunts. He was
tailed by a retainer who would shout,
‘Good shot’, when his master fired his
gun. The politician would often miss
the target but I suspect the retainer
bagged the better part of his salary for
consistently shouting ‘Good shot’!”
Yousafzai told this writer.
Yousafzai and his Baaz traverse
the Punjab’s semi-agriculture terrain
in pursuit of partridge/hare. His most
memorable episode reflects the spirit

riving my own SUV, I thank
God for giving me more than I
asked for. Could I ever have
imagined during my growing
up days that not just I, but all the members of my family, would have their
own personal cars?
It may be common today for most middle class families to own multiple vehicles but back in the ’70s, owning a car,
even a scooter, was a big deal. I can’t
forget how we waited excitedly for
months together for the first scooter
(not instant possession but an advance
booking of six months). What was
most remarkable was that the twowheeler, Hamara Bajaj, was not
driven home but arrived in style in a
lorry.
In the early ’80s when I got married,
my husband was the proud owner of
an old Lambretta scooter that he drove
with flair. Riding pillion, I was on the
top of the world whenever he took me
for a spin. Blissfully unaware of the
chipping paint and the shoddy seats of
the scooter we were quite happy with
it till a friend pointed out that we could
do with a change of vehicle.
It was then that we decided to graduate to a new car, frantically scouring
the second-hand market as a new vehicle was out of reach. Finally, a Fiat
car, as good as a new, was bought for a
hefty sum of ₹65,000.
So, again in the ’80s, we became the
proud owners of a car that was driven
home, not by my husband but a friend.
I can’t forget the first drive when the
vehicle stalled in the middle of the
road, causing a traffic jam. Equally

n

Scooters too had their fans in the early
GETTY IMAGES
eighties.

memorable, more of an adventure,
was the first time on the highway, out
of the city. All through the journey,
from Chandigarh to Kapurthala, I
remained alert but during the return
journey was so relaxed and confident
of my husband’s driving skills that I
dozed off.
Then in the ’90s we got a brand new
Maruti 800, so fragile and small next to
the sturdy Fiat it was replacing. In
fact, on one of the first trips we took to
the Chhatbir Zoo, I remember enjoying an elephant ride over there and
feeling particularly alarmed when the
mahout told us that the elephant found
the new Marutis so fascinating that it
would start chasing them the moment
it spotted one. Not surprising though
to learn that even the elephant could
not resist the attractive, cute, little
thing.
That was almost three decades ago.
Over the years we have upgraded to
swanky sedans but nothing can compare with the thrill of the first twowheeler, then the first four-wheeler
and all the memories associated with
them.
(The writer is a retired lecturer from
MCM DAV College, Chandigarh.)

mailbox
PLANT SAPLINGS TO BEAT SUMMER HEAT
While the peak summer is challenging for people, residents of cities like Ludhiana find it
even tougher due to vehicular, air and noise pollution. The summer becomes unbearable
here due to bumper to bumper traffic and lack of adequate green cover. Even small
steps taken by individuals, be it planting saplings or not burning waste can go a long
way in making the next summer in the industrial hub comparatively cooler.
Dhristi Sharma, Sarabha Nagar

n

Kamran Khan Yousafzai with a
Female Goshawk.
PHOTO: HUMZA KHAN

of a great outdoorsman: “I had to
clamber down a cliff in Chakwal after
my goshawk took a partridge deep
below. However, I could not find an
exit route. Lost, I wandered the whole
day but it turned out best. The inaccessible ravines were brimming with
partridges and my Baaz enjoyed a full
day’s chase. In the late evening, when
I found my falconer friends, individual bags were counted. My Baaz had
nailed the highest number of partridges,’’ quipped Yousafzai.
n

Power-related issues should
be resolved at the earliest

Officials should be made
accountable for fire mishaps

The dust storm on June 11 exposed the
ill-preparedness of the Punjab State
Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) in
tackling with the bad weather situations.
People in several areas of the city
remained without electricity even after
24 hours. People in our locality rung up
the power department several times,
but the tree that fell on the transformer
was only removed late afternoon on the
next day. The PSPCL needs to carry a
proactive approach towards tackling
power-related complaints and address
them immediately.

Various fire incidents are reported every
day in the city. It’s high time that we take
necessary steps to prevent fire mishaps
in the city. The fire officials need to be
made accountable for the functioning of
fire safety systems installed at each
industrial units falling in their jurisdiction. As per the building by-laws, every
commercial building must have a fire
safety certificate from the fire department to get a completion certificate
from the municipal corporation but
issuing these fire safety certificates has
become just a formality.

Hardeep Kaur, Gurdev Nagar

Vikas Gupta, BRS Nagar

vjswild1@gmail.com
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VARUN WILL
BE AVERY
GOOD FATHER:
DAVID DHAWAN
On Father’s Day, we catch up with
industry’s Jodi No. 1 — the Dhawan duo
Juhi Chakarborty
his father-son duo makes
for a great director-actor
pair. While filmmaker
David Dhawan is known
for directing massy hits (such
as Hero No.1 and Biwi No.1);
his son, actor Varun Dhawan,
is the hero of the masses (Sui
Dhaaga and Humpty Sharma
Ki Dulhania). As a team, they
have delivered two hits — Main
Tera Hero and Judwaa 2, and
they will soon embark on their
third, Coolie No. 1. On Father’s
Day, today, we catch up with
this adorable and playful Jodi
No.1 of the film industry.
Excerpts:

T

From father-son to director-actor,
was the transition difficult?
DAVID: I treat Varun like I
treat any other actor, rather
worse. If he gives a bad shot, I

reprimand him in front of
everyone... But he is good with
improvisations. In the first
film, he was a little nervous.
But in Judwaa 2, he was a full
on commercial hero.
VARUN: And that’s the kind of
relationship I want to share
with every director. I’m very
selfish when it comes to my
films. My endeavour is to push
myself... Working with dad is
an extremely satisfying
experience, creatively. Also, he
pushes me to think.

One quality of each other that you
wish you had...
VARUN: The way he faces
adversity. After every failure,
he has come back stronger. I
remember in 2000s, his career
had a bad dip and almost three
consecutive films didn’t work,
he was written off. Then, he
came back with a massive hit,

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. He has
never waited for big stars. I
wish I had that quality. I don’t
want to only wait for big
directors. I want to be able to do
well with new directors or with
those whose previous films
haven’t done well.
DAVID: The way he looks after
his body, I wish I had that
quality (laughs). I can’t resist
good food and he’s like ‘what
are you trying to do’?

On Father’s Day, we want to ask
you, David, how do you think Varun
will be as a father, when he does
become one?
DAVID: I know he will be a
very good father. Niyara (Rohit
Dhawan’s one-year-old
daughter), loves him.
VARUN: I’m already doing
everything — from changing
nappies to things one does
when raising a baby, with my

Was it always planned that Varun
would take up acting and be part of
Bollywood just like you?
DAVID: He was a very
naughty kid. I didn’t know
what profession he’d take up. I
certainly didn’t know it would
be acting. One fine day, he tells
us (the family) he is going to be
a hero. I’ve been in the film
industry for 40 years and I had
no clue that my son was
interested in my profession! He
hid it from me.
VARUN: I was hiding partly
because since childhood, my
mother has raised both me and
my brother [Rohit Dhawan] as
self-dependent kids. And she
used to tell me stories about my
father, his struggle and how he
made it big in life. I understood

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

‘Notcalledanitem
numberwhenSRK
orSalmansirdoit’

HT CITYIVE
EXCLUS

niece. But I don’t want her to
see me as ‘old chachu’. I hope
she thinks I am cool (laughs).

Kriti Sanon feels
the ‘item number’
tag is sexist

that there was no substitute for
hard work. So, when I decided
to get into films, I knew that my
father has a good equity and
name and I had to keep that up.
But I didn’t want to do that with
his help...
DAVID: (interrupts) But one
thing is there, when he became
an actor and got a break from
Karan Johar [Student of the
Year; 2012], it gave us a big jolt.
I was like, ‘can he even act?’ I
went to watch his debut and I
told my brother ‘He has turned
an actor’. And then I made up
my mind to work with him.
VARUN: I wanted my second
film to be Badlapur but dad
signed me for his film [Main
Tera Hero] and I couldn’t say
no (laughs).

First Judwaa 2 and now Coolie No.
1, is it only for remakes that you
two team up?

DAVID: It’s not like that, but
yes, I’m more comfortable
doing it with him. All my life
I’ve worked with every hero in
the industry, from Amitabh
Bachchan to Riteish
Deshmukh, over 35 of them.
Now, with my son, I’ve found
the comfort level so I’m
enjoying. If he wasn’t good, I’d
not have cast him, that way I’m
very professional. I told him,
‘Don’t spoil my work’. But he’s
extremely disciplined.
VARUN: I feel the pressure
with every film, not just in
dad’s films. The screenplay of
Coolie No. 1 is outstanding. The
film is coming back after 25
years. The premise has
changed but the essence
remains the same. I wanted to
do the film because of the story
and screenplay. It is going to be
fun working with Sara (Ali
Khan) and Paresh Rawal.

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

Shreya Mukherjee
or long, female actors in
the industry have been
grousing over the
appellation ‘item number’
that’s often given to “dance
numbers”. But little seems
to have changed. Now, Kriti
Sanon also adds her voice
to the objection calling
the label “derogatory”
and sexist.
Kriti, who has performed
two special songs — Aao Kabhi
Haveli Pe for Stree (2018), and
Aira Gaira for Kalank, says,
“When Aamir (Khan) sir, Shah
Rukh (Khan) sir or Salman
(Khan) sir perform a special
song in a film, those songs are
never called item numbers.
Then why change that when a
female actor does the same?
This mindset must change.”
She adds, “Why do people
call these songs item numbers

F

is something I really don’t
understand. It doesn’t give
out good vibes. They are
simply dance numbers that
add to the entertainment
factor of the film. These songs
are loved by people. So why
can’t one be a little more
respectful towards those who
make these songs and those
who feature in it?”
The 28-year-old says, “I was
studying to be an engineer
when modelling and acting
happened. I realised that was
my calling because I’ve always
been creative. Also, dancing is
something that I love. So, be it
any dance number, they’re all
really close to my heart, which
is why this ‘item song’ tag is a
little upsetting”
Kriti has Panipat, Arjun
Patiala and Housefull 4 lined
up, but would love “to do a
dance film”, as well.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

JUNE 16-22

Kangana Ranaut

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE:
The moment you drop the
mind, put it aside, a clearing
opens, a door widens into
the mystery of existence.
Suddenly there is no
problem and there is no
answer either, but a great
contentment, a tremendous
fulfilment arises in your
being, says Osho, the Zen
master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Varun Dhawan

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Disha Patani

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Arjun Kapoor
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You dominate the intellectual scene with your
intense, creative and clever mind. Personal
relationships need to be rejuvenated with tender,
loving care rather than through analysis and
discussion. You tend to live too much in your head and
less in the real world, it’s time to become aware and
awake to reality and deal with whatever confronts
you. Mental tension can cause health problems and
further confusion. There is a time and place for control
but there is no need to let it take charge of your life.
Relax as there is more to life than being on top of
things.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Sky Blue

LEO

You are likely to have mixed feelings about everything
this week! You look at failure in some areas and
success in other aspects of life. Since you feel insecure
about new people or connections, you find yourself
saying ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in one sentence. You tend
to procrastinate and allow worthwhile opportunities
to slip away, be aware and quick to respond. Health
problems need to be attended to or they can get out
of hand. Finances and practical details demand your
attention and energy. Personal relationships flower
with love, time and patience. Think positively and stay
away from negative and destructive people!
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Sea Green

VIRGO

Your professional experience and repute brings
opportunities for expansion and growth. There are,
however, changes on the cards as old systems,
patterns and equipment need to be updated or
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and investment. You
have already a firm business foundation or platform
for growth and diversification that challenges you to
be adventurous and enterprising. You may redecorate
or renovate working and living spaces to change
ambiance and energy. Parents, old friends and family
get in touch. You reap the harvest of what you have
sown in the past.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Saffron

LIBRA

You are swift and strong while making professional
moves and business arrangements this week! You have
a youthful outlook and energy that attracts
enthusiastic and creative people in your field of work.
You associate with supportive professionals and move
ahead forcefully achieving targets without
procrastinating or waiting for anything. Personal
relationships are loving and romantic yet there can be
ego clashes. Acceptance of the other’s individuality and
need for space can resolve any conflicts between you
and your partner. It’s important to remain in touch with
your sense of humour.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Golden Orange

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Sara Ali Khan

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Ayushmaan Khurrana

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Parineeti Chopra

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Tara Sutaria

It’s best to take stock of situations and put some
energy into making changes and achieving goals. You
have been patient and loving in emotional
relationships but now need some clarity and
commitment. Health needs watching and finances
need to be managed. You need to be consistent and
persistent for a while to achieve stability and material
gain. You are likely to pay wandering visits to friends
and family. A Pisces person supports you through ups
and downs. It’s best to let go rather than hang on to
anything that is finished. New dimensions are waiting
to be discovered.
Lucky Number: 8 Good Colour: Creamy White

SAGITTARIUS

Professional opportunities do not materialise as you
had thought they would but a closer look reveals that
whatever happened was for the better. A new
connection or lucrative offer comes to you when you
least expect it. A personal relationship is full of
promise but a commitment may take longer than you
imagined. It’s best not to cling to the past, say a fond
farewell and stop repeating old, negative patterns.
This is a call to get on with your life and not miss
opportunities for success and happiness. Some friends
can be inconsiderate but change quickly when they
realize how sensitive you are.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Old Rose

CAPRICORN

You are able to perfect and complete a business
project after much labour that brings material and
professional rewards this week. Financial settlements
and deals can be made easily at this point as new
opportunities present themselves. You have learned a
great deal from experience and are not about to make
the same mistakes you made in the past, be it in
personal or professional situations. Beware of making
unreliable moves and decisions due to hurry or
anxiety. Give yourself a well-deserved holiday by
resting and getting away from it all. Personal
relationships are enhanced with love and care.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

AQUARIUS

Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you
on an unplanned journey! You are blessed with clarity
of vision and spiritual insight that guides you through
calm and stormy seas! You are not beyond making an
error of judgement under stress so relax and unwind
before taking important personal and professional
decisions. Family looks to you for guidance and
support that you willingly provide. Beware of setting
yourself up with great expectations in any aspect or
there can be disappointment. An over view and
balanced perspective allows you to see things as they
really are. Be compassionate!
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Silver Grey

PISCES

Allyouirritatingpeopleoutthere,gotcha!
have to sit next to
every day, consider
slapping the leg into
senses. As an
ultimate resort, get
up and hug the leg,
begging it to stop.
Warning: Please do
this action
discreetly or you
could end up
looking like a dog
in heat if their leg
continues to
shake.

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA

So you’ve been tolerating these kinds patiently?
Huh, no more! Here’s how you can deal with
people who exasperate you on a daily basis
isclaimer: Some of you
would write hate mail to
me after this one. At least
the boring ones out of
you will. And you’ll give me
gyan on how we are not
supposed to respond in the
same coin if someone behaves
badly. And actually you won’t
be wrong in saying that. We’ve
all grown up on moral science
lessons about patiently waiting
for bad to turn good someday.
But aisa hai, while that logic
may be right, when
it comes to serious stuff in life,
it’s the minor day-to-day
irritants that allow us the
unmatchable fun of being able
to get even. I’m gonna talk
about a few such irritants
today. Since some of you have
rightly guessed that I stay
perpetually annoyed with most
things, I decided to not use my
biased judgment on these
rants. I simply asked some of
my friends to take a poll on
some highly irritating ‘bodylanguage’ habits people exhibit
in public. The top
three turned out to be
unmentionable here,
considering this is a saafsuthra family newspaper. If, at
this point, you mockingly turn
to the back page with a raised
eyebrow, I will be forced to
remind you about that page’s
crucial contribution in
reassuring you time and again
that you can indeed have a
family. Coming back to the
point, here are four annoying
kinds of people that irritate the
hell out of those around them.
Let’s give it back this time...

D

Stare-stalkers: These
people can almost make a
living out of staring at others,
in public. Just like that. Maybe
because God gave them eyes.
Maybe because he forgot to add
that those eyes need not be
fixed on people’s faces. Be it at a
bus stop or in a crowded metro,
five minutes won’t pass before
you spot a bona fide member of
the stare-stalker community.
You usually look away and
keep feeling agitated within.
Next time it happens, don’t
punish your own blood
pressure. Widen your eyes,
raise your eyebrows and stare
back, without blinking. Till
everyone’s attention is on the
one staring. Your eyes may

1

water, you may feel weird but
do.not.blink.
Remind yourself that you
owe it to the society to scare or
embarrass a stare-stalker out
of work forever. If he/she
doesn’t back off at this, try
blinking your eyes rapidly,
looking straight at them. That
usually does it, as long as you
know the difference between
blinking and winking.
Warning: Those who wear
contact lenses, please don’t try
this or you’ll curse me. Also,
not recommended if the other
person looks very shady, as he
may just consider your action
to be an invite of sorts. For
clarity, refer to the Shakti
Kapoor or Gulshan Grover
look in your head. Sometimes,
having fun at the expense of the
annoyance also happens to do
the trick. Once I saw a girl in
the metro, who seemed fairly
irritated by the constant
staring of a middle-aged man.
She suddenly decided to take
him on, and while everyone
expected a showdown, she
covered her face with her
hands, then lowered them
slowly to reveal her face to the
starer, and said peek-a-boo. I
can’t describe the look on that
man’s face as he retreated.
Leg shakers: These
kinds of people may or
may not know how to dance,
but one of their legs surely
does. Maybe because of
constant practice. No matter
whether they are in public
transport or in a business
meeting, they don’t stop
shaking their leg, even if it
means sending earthquake-like
vibrations to those sitting next
to them.
Medical science has a name
for the condition — the restless
leg syndrome — and attributes
it to some pent-up nervous
energy or simply an adolescent
habit that stuck forever. Once a
guy came over to my office for a
meeting. The fact that he sat
flat on his back in such a
manner that his legs would
have reached Bihar is still
forgivable, but then he started
shaking one of them while
talking about some really
serious work-related matter.
Maybe this was a unique test by
God to see if I can hold forth my
concentration while the

2

The
knucklecrackers: You
know this annoyance normally
goes undiscussed but a lot of
my friends mentioned it as the
thing that bugs the hell out of
them. When people suddenly
start cracking the knuckles of
their fingers one by one,
making that weird ‘pop’
noise each time. Why, some
people even crack
their neck or back when they
get up after staying in a
position for long. Great
indulgence if you are
alone, but OMG, it’s the most
godawful noise, and sight, for

3

furniture around me gets a
mini epileptic seizure. I failed
miserably. And ended up
asking him if he needed
something...er...like a flower
pot to put on his leg so that it
could stop moving. He didn’t
find it funny but that bothers
me less than how much the
shaking leg would be bothering
everyone around him every
day. Tell them to stop and take
a walk to utilise the energy. If
the dancing leg belongs to a
colleague or classmate who you

the person sitting next to you. If
someone does that around you
any longer, take out a notebook
and pen and tell them you are
ready to keep a record of how
many of their 206 or more
joints have popped so far.
Tell them that you love the
sound and won’t rest in peace
till you get them an award
for having an entire
orchestra inside their body.
It’ll work.
The nose-pickers: Do I
need to elaborate on this
one? Really? Keep a torch
handy. The moment they
start digging for the treasure,
volunteer to help them look for
it. Tell them you are willing to
even try taking it out for them if
they agree to give you 50%.
Sorry, that was gross. But
needed.
Sonal Kalra plans to write a
book on how utterly boring life
would be if everyone behaved
with good manners. Mail her,
if you agree, at sonal.kalra
@hindustantimes.com,
facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra

4

Time to negate ill effects of Saturn

ometimes we experience
the worst unprecedented
consequences in our life.
Should we blame that
particular time or blame the
timing when we sowed seeds
for such circumstances? It is
the latter part which is to be
blamed but this can be
controlled. A person commits
a crime and gets caught by the
police. The judge sends him to
the jail. For the culprit, the
police and the judge are evil
as they have put him behind
the bars. But, the evil had
engulfed him when he had
decided to commit the crime,
and it was at its peak when he
committed the crime.
Astrologically, the period
when the criminal committed
the crime was bountiful. It
must have happened in a
relatively good period. The
period when he succumbed to
the crime occurred in the
adverse transit of Shani. And
for this reason, many get
more scared of Shani than
other planets. Every planet,
beneficial or not, has a dark
side. The activated darker
side induces the native to go
in for unethical activities,
which pay dividends. The
native goes gaga about it
thanking the almighty for the
terrific period, but he forgets
that the law (Shani) will catch

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Rana Dagubatti

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Diljeet Dosanjh

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Sushant Singh Rajput

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Janhvi Kapoor

Crystal clarity of mind and intelligence enables you to
handle many aspects simultaneously and also keep
things in perspective. You are likely to go over details,
agreements and projects with a toothcomb and
outline a clear plan of action. Beware of selfish and
conceited people who pretend to be your friends.
Don’t allow intellectual pride to alienate you from old
associates. You bring order in chaotic situations by
clearing any confusion or blocks. Personal
relationships have a contented feeling that permeates
through the family. You may enrol for an academic
programme to enhance your professional skills.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colour: Daffodil Yellow

Unexpected happenings at work and wonderful
surprises at home keep you happy and busy. Since this
is a time of change you need to move into it rather
than resist it. You can make breakthroughs in stuck
situations or destructive patterns by becoming aware
and moving right out of them. A new vision in
business and a fresh perspective in relationships is
needed for things to change positively. Don’t allow
life and patterns to repeat mindlessly. Birth of a new
consciousness takes you to a higher vantage point.
Visitors or communications from overseas you have
been waiting for are likely to arrive this week.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Royal Blue

You relax comfortably in the beautiful world you have
created around you this week! You may allow a person
you care about, to take front place but take charge of
everything in the background. You spread joy and
happiness to people around you. You share hospitality
and memorable times with friends and family. You are
ambitious and persevering when trying to achieve
perfection in professional ventures. It’s time to live
intensely and share your richness with others. Be
silent, meditative and peaceful in natural
surroundings to rejuvenate your energy! Beware of a
capricious woman who could deplete your energy.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Soft Green

You view life from a broad perspective! Travel
overseas and connections in far off places are revived.
You may be exposed to media and get involved in
multifarious activity. You arrive at a synthesis or the
essence of the question or problem itself in a personal
relationship. Since you are able to crystallise issues
resolution is not far behind. Patience and
perseverance are great virtues when people you love
go through uncertain moods for a short time. You
experience and experiment with different ideas,
activities, systems, diets, fitness routines and
pastimes before adopting them.
Lucky Number: 21 Good Colour: Midnight Blue

DAILY HOROSCOPE
Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find yourself in a
happy situation, as far as
finances are concerned.
Th
here is much that
rremains to be done at
work, so manage
your time well.
Tensions with
spouse threaten to
sspoil the domestic
atmosphere today. You
atm
may plan a business-cumleisure trip. Possession of a
property may come to you.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Metallic Blue

Health remains good. Those
facing cash crunch are likely
to find their monetary
con
ndition improving.
SSomeone in the family
is likely to do you
proud. Overseas
journey may
materialise for some.
Some of you are likely
to b
become owners of a
landed property. For some,
frustrations cannot be ruled
out on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Pink

Good returns can be
expected by your initiative
on the health front. Your
professional excellence
will help promote
w
your name and
attract clients. This
is a good day to
spend driving round
tthe countryside.
Remember that your
Rem
preparation will become the
key to your good showing
on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Your active lifestyle will
ensure that you remain fit
and energetic. Opportunities
for investing in some
good schemes may
come to you soon.
Professional worries
are likely to mount
for some. A family
gathering is in the
me
offing. Your dream home
may turn into reality soon.
Winning a monetary prize in
a competition seems real.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Golden Brown

A helping hand to someone
in monetary need is likely to
give you immense inner
satisfaction. Your
willingness to take
the initiative at
work is likely to
impress superiors.
Personal relationship
with someone may
our
come in the way of your
extending a helping hand to
them. A vacation is likely to
proceed as per plans.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Saffron

It will be important to
choose an exercise routine
that is in sync with your
lifestyle. Financially,
you are likely to
break even in a new
venture. You may
not get the consent
for something you
desire on the
u
professional front. You
can become a source of
inspiration for your child or
a family youngster.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

PHOTO: HTCS
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hold of him, eventually.
Shani is an auditor and
scrutinizer of our Karma, and
is merciless, whereas, the
other so-called beneficial
planets, when wrongly
activated, force the native to
go for unethical gains. Please
understand, the darker side
of the most benefic planets
(exalted, functional benefices
or otherwise) of a horoscope
are the principal significator
of miseries. The native is
bound to get through the
disciplinary sword of Saturn.
The murkier side of Mercury
will infuse decline in abstract
mental thinking, leading to
fantasies, confusion,
immature behaviour and even
insanity. A shadowy Jupiter
shall indulge in pomp and
show and will make the native
incur colossal expenditure. A
dusky Venus can bring
discord in marriage, and the
native seeks pleasure out of
the marital bond. Shady side

of Mars makes the native
argumentative and makes
him prone to wage war on
others without reason. The
dark side of moon leads to
fickleness, intolerance and
orthodoxy. The dusky side of
the sun leads to gain from the
government, illegally. Saturn
audits the Karma in respect to
the deeds committed by him
in the era of the different
planets, and there is no planet
that can pardon the verdict of
Saturn. A planned journey
that follows after a horoscope
reading is the best way to
negate the ills of Saturn.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Visit:
www.vinaybajrangi.com; Call:
9278665588 or 9278555588; Blog:
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog.
Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains satisfactory.
Money from other sources is
likely to boost earnings and
kee
ep you financially
ssound. Your
willingness for work
is likely to make you
the favourite of
superiors. Your wellwishers can force you
w
into something that will
ultimately benefit you. Avoid
getting overstrained on a
long journey.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Brown

A side business will start
giving good returns and add
to your wealth. You will
rem
main a step ahead of
what the boss thinks
w
of and impress them.
You can be treated
to something special
at home. Commuting
can become a hassle
for tthose travelling long
distance. Prospects of
getting a piece of property
at bargain price look bright.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Silver

Some of you may turn your
attention towards health to
keep fit. Earning good
mo
oney is indicated for
tthose into business.
You may get the
opportunity to
return a favour to a
workplace colleague.
Changes required at
C
home may be given the
hom
go ahead. Your well-wishers
will keep your flag flying
high on the social front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Dark Brown

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Monetary problems are likely
to multiply as savings
evaporate. You may have to
find time to cope up
with incomplete work
at work today. A
family reunion may
be on the cards, so
plan your leave. This
is a good time to plan
a short vacation. An
addition or alteration to the
house may commence soon
under your supervision.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Violet

Insistence on healthy habits
will be key to remaining fit
and energetic. Someone on
the business front may
take you for a ride by
promising much, but
delivering little. A
family youngster
may need guidance,
but do some with a
ely
soft glove. You are likely
to enjoy a long drive with
friends. Commuting
problems get resolved.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Light Blue

You find an improvement in
your health and feel more
energetic. An earning
me
opportunity may com
along for those into
business and
traders. It will be
fun travelling with
friends and family
today. Exciting
company is likely to
make a journey pleasurable.
Booking a house or a plot is
possible.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream
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PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SUNIEL.SHETTY

MY DADDY
STRONGEST
Actor Athiya Shetty
with father, actor
Suniel Shetty

Favourite hero for his
daughter. Role model
for his son. On Father’s
Day today, Bollywood
stars celebrate the
bond with the special
man in their lives
Actor-filmmaker Pooja
Bhatt with father,
filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt

Actor Taapsee
Pannu with
father Dilmohan
Singh Pannu, a
retired real
estate
professional

Actor Yami Gautam with father
Mukesh Gautam,
a film director
Actor Ananya
Panday with
father, actor
Chunky
Panday

Actor Kriti Sanon with father
Rahul Sanon, a chartered
accountant

Actor Tusshar Kapoor and producer
Ekta Kapoor with their father,
veteran actor Jeetendra
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‘IT’SA MYTHTHATPUNJABI
CINEMALACKS SERIOUSNESS’

CAUGHT ON INSTA
Actors Rishi and Neetu
Kapoor were clicked in
New York with their
daughter and
granddaughter, Riddhima
Kapoor Sahni and Samara
Sahni.

Diljit Dosanjh says as per his experience, turbaned
Sikhs are not being misrepresented in Bollywood
of mouth has also worked well
for us. It’s a great time to be in
the show business.

Subhashree Nanda
unjabi actors Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru
Bajwa were in
Chandigarh to promote
their film Shadaa, which is set
to be released on June 21.
Punjabi cinema’s dream girl
and the man of few words
opened up to Hindustan
Times about brain drain in
Punjab, pay gap in the regional
film industry, the reach of
local cinema and more.
Excerpts:

P

How do you choose
to do a film?
Diljit: If the team is good, I’ll
do the film. For instance, in
Shadaa, I am a wedding
photographer and have a lot of
friends in that business. I
believe I click good pictures, so
things just clicked.
Neeru: For me, the script and
the team matter. Good stories
appeal to the audience, so they
appeal to us as well. When I got
a call about Shadaa and
working with Diljit again, I
said yes. It’s great to work with
old friends.
Has the reach of Punjabi cinema
increased in India and overseas?
Diljit: Good direction, good
acting and most importantly,
good content are the key. Add
to this web platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, where
people sitting overseas can
watch our films. That has
increased the fan base. Word

Good direction, good
acting and most
importantly, good
content are the key.
Add to this web
platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
where people sitting
overseas can watch
our films.

How can clash of screens
between Bollywood and
regional cinema be resolved?
Diljit: The clash is there, but
the intensity of it has lessened
over time, mostly because now
there are multiple-screen
theatres. It’s a little difficult to
get more screens outside
Punjab, but within the state
the fan following, demand and
dedication is good. So we get
enough screens here.
Is there a lack of serious cinema
in the Punjabi film industry?
Diljit: The most appreciation
that I have received in my
career is for serious films such
as Punjab 1984. So, it’s not true
that Punjabi films lack
seriousness.
Neeru: No, it’s a myth... a
stereotype. Many serious
issues are being raised
through Punjabi cinema as
well. And those movies are
being accepted, appreciated
and awarded by people.
Do you believe that there is pay
gap in the Punjabi industry?
Neeru: It is. There’s no
denying that. I believe the
issue can be solved if women
actors show solidarity and
don’t accept a project at a
lesser pay. They should stick
together. Male actors should
also support the cause to bring
a change in the current
scenario.
Many believe that turbaned
Sikhs are misrepresented or
shown just for comic element
in Hindi cinema. Do you think
that’s the case?
Diljit: I can’t say anything
about the past, but now I

DILJIT DOSANJH, ACTOR
believe it’s not the case. I’m a
turbaned actor and have
bagged good roles because of
that. My movie, Punjab 1984,
which received a national
award was on a serious topic
and on Sikhs. That movie was
the turning point of my career.
My films Phillauri, Soorma
and Udta Punjab had serious
Sikh characters. So, our
representation has changed.
But it’s true that Punjabis are
happy-go-lucky. And there’s
no harm in making people
laugh.

What is your take on more
and more Punjabi youth
settling abroad?
Diljit: Unemployment is a
major reason behind this
trend. Youngsters feel
directionless here, their future
seems unsure. Outside India,
they are getting opportunities,
and have no other option than
to shift base.
Neeru: The situation can be
changed if we generate jobs
here and provide job-oriented
education. Start-ups can be a
good way to create jobs.
n

subhashree.nanda@htlive.com

Neeru Bajwa and singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh in Chandigarh on Saturday.

PHOTO: ANIL DAYAL/HT
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YEARS OF

FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL!

2004-2019

ARJUN’S
ANGELS!

THREE SINGLE
DADS ON
PLAYING MOM
AND DAD
PAGE 14

“As a father, all I
can do is hope that
nobody breaks
their heart!”
—Arjun Rampal, 46

“Dad is the baby of
the family. He does
so much of nakhra
all the time!”
—Mahikaa
Rampal, 17

“Dad never
forces us to
do anything.
He always
asks if we
want to…”
—Myra
Rampal, 13

D?
MEN IN THE COUNTRY IS YOUR DA
ING
OK
LO
ST
BE
E
TH
OF
E
ON
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
WHAT DO YOU SAY TO A FRIEND WHO IS CRUSHING ON YOUR FATHER?
NOW IN THEIR TEENS, MAHIKAA AND MYRA RAMPAL MAKE THEIR FIRST
MEDIA APPEARANCE AND ANSWER SOME FUN QUESTIONS
AN HT BRUNCH EXCLUSIVE!
#ArjunsAngels
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BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS
To read Brunch stories online, log on to hindustantimes.com/brunch. Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter and Instagram

SMALL SCREEN SIZZLERS

YEARS OF

Five fashionistas hand-pick shows with the best styling

Stuff You Said
Last Sunday

2004-2019

By Samreen Tungekar

BILLIE TUAL AND
ESTHER VANHOVE,
OSMOSIS
Sonam Dubal, fashion
designer: “Osmosis is
a French science fiction
television web series on
Netflix. It has very chic and
futuristic styling. And, the
story line is great too.”

MOIRA AND JOHNNY ROSE,
SCHITT’S CREEK
Shivan & Narresh,
fashion designers:
“Schitt’s Creek is a show that
every fashion aficionado
must follow for its clothing!
The positioning of luxury
couturiers, the likes of
Alexander McQueen with
luxury street wear such as
Balenciaga and Givenchy
provide a refreshing yet stark contrast to the
storyline based out of the small town.”

costumes are done very well. Claire, who is the
protagonist, is very elegant and pulls off each look
with ease.”

HARVEY SPECTER AND
RACHEL
ZANE, SUITS
Aastha Sharma,
celebrity stylist:
“Even though Suits
is a really corporate
show and presents the
hard-hitting
world of
courtroom
dramas, the
styling of the show is impeccable. They
show power suits in a new light and the
clothes become better with each season.”

the_style_magazine

DAENERYS TARGARYEN
AND JON SNOW, GAME
OF THRONES

Jenjum Gadi, fashion
designer: “Outlander is a
show with a good line-up of
fashion. It gives good lessons
on the history of costumes;
shows different eras and their

Kausik Misra
@kausik1984

Music that is far from the maddening crowd.
Tune Kaha went straight into my heart and to my
all time playlist. Shine on @prateekkuhad

WTF Curating the best of the Internet for your Sunday viewing beneﬁts
WATCH. TAP. FOLLOW.

Varshini

Follow

@varshininayyar

Today’s @HTBrunch is loaded with so many good
articles from @rehana_munir @ShobaNarayan
@RajivMakhani and my personal favourite was
@VivianDsena01’s interview!
You guys have made my Sunday yet again.
#SundayMeansBrunch

TAP
Get a glimpse of
Vogue Ukraine’s
breathtaking fashion
editorials from
@sergei_kovalyov’s
stylish handle

TAmbrose

Follow

@T_Ambrose9

WATCH

Condescending Wonka

It’s pride month and this is why you should
see Vice Media’s short documentary on
how the drug called Truvada, which is the
ﬁrst FDA-approved means of preventing
HIV infection, is bringing a revolutionary
impact on ending the fatal disease

Cover photograph shot exclusively for
HT Brunch by SUBI SAMUEL
(Arjun) Make-up by KALPESH DESAI,
Hair by HAKIM’S AALIM
(Mahikaa and Myra) Make-up and hair by ROBIN

@Dank memes

Follow

Date someone
who tags you in
funny memes

EDITORIAL: Ananya Ghosh,
Drishti Vij, Jamal Shaikh
(National Editor – Brunch and
New Media Initiatives), Lubna
Salim, Samreen Tungekar,
Veenu Singh

FOLLOW
Condescending Wonka
(@OhWonka) to give your
jawline good exercise by
reading these hilarious,
and sometimes
dark, tweets

DESIGN: Ashutosh Sapru
(National Editor, Design),
Amit Malik, Kishore Rawat,
Shailesh Sharma,
Sunil Kumar Mallik
(Art Director – Brunch)

DROP US A LINE AT:
brunchletters@hindustantimes.
com or to 18-20 Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001

#VivianDsena such a single guy. With a clean
and golden heart. His honestly makes me fall for
him more. Thank you to the interview
@VivianDsena01

Note: Some social media posts have been edited to correct spelling and grammar

JAMIE AND
CLAIRE FRASER,
OUTLANDER

Sama Ali, couturier: “The costumes in GOT
fascinate me. They help communicate the
nuances of the
story and add to its
authenticity. It’s
not easy to create
an authentic world,
when it is fictitious,
because you’re
recreating a costume
from a time that
never existed.”

Find Hindustan Times Brunch on Facebook,
follow @htbrunch on Instagram or tweet to
@HTBrunch or...
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North - Shaila Thakur: shaila.thakur@hindustantimes.com
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South - Sharbani Ghosh: sharbani.ghosh@hindustantimes.com
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ther…

From patriarchs to pals, fathers have come a long way
By Rehana Munir

n the eve of Mother’s Day,
I received an “urgent”
message from a work
client. “Can you come up
with a thought for a Father’s Day
greeting?” Actively ignoring the
missive at that unearthly hour, I
typed with a politeness I did not
feel: “Can we please have this chat
tomorrow?” the next morning.
That would give me a whole day to
ponder the significant matter of
Father’s Day, still a month away at
that point. To channel Shakespeare,
Tagore and Oprah in wise but
youthful words for millennials
looking to gift their hipster dads
swank gifts. I eagerly await the
sudden fllash of inspiration that
will reveal this phrase to me on the
eve of June 16.

O

DaDDy issues
One has to admit it used to be
easier in the days that you could
get a pen, a timepiece or cuff
links to express your admiration
for the “head of the household”.
Gifting-wise, I mean. These days,
dads have started to shake off
their dadliness – the next-door
neighbour of manliness. Many
can even pass off as chilled out,
regular folk! It’s unfair to celebrate
men who contribute to housework,
child-rearing or other activities
that are traditionally considered a
woman’s domain, so I won’t. But it’s
wonderful to see this long-feared
species trading the strong, silent
image for a warmer, friendlier,
more accessible personality.

Even our films have caught
up with the change. Badhaai
Ho (2018) gave us the not just
endearing but positively lovable
Gajraj Rao, reciting poetry – that
most underrated aphrodisiac – to
his wife in bed. Even before him,
we had Manav Kaul’s character in
Tumhari Sulu (2017), serenading his
irrepressible wife, making up for the
failings of a countless oppressive
screen husbands before him. In
Ek Ladki Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga
(2019), Anil Kapoor’s patriarch not
only learned how to embrace his
daughter’s lesbian identity, but also

causes to sell more products. So
an introspective look at manliness
was more than a section of the
audience could take. Closer home,
we have begun to cast women in
leading roles in commercials that
sell insurance and gadgets, homedelivery and property apps.
All this points in a progressive
direction for both genders, albeit
through the route of big business.
But since we’re all so quick to blame
advertising when its messaging is
problematic, it’s only fair to applaud
the messaging it gets right. These
days, marital wars centre around

[eVen in Boll WooD], DaDs haVe
starteD to shaKe off their
Xt‘DaDliness’, WhiCh is the neX
Door neighBour of Manliness
his own culinary dreams.
All in all, Bollywood seems
to be getting over its daddy
issues with a touch of
lightness and joy.

Marriage in the
tiMe of apps
Earlier this year, there
was a big furore over
the new international
Gillette ad campaign, with
the brand confronting the
reality of toxic masculinity.
Now advertising is not
generally known to upset
the status quo – except
when it’s using trending

husbands sneaking in a
laddoo through a delivery
app when the wife’s not
looking, a significant step
forward for the institution overall. (Marriage,
not e-commerce.)

fathers knOw best
(From top) Anil Kapoor
accepted his daughter’s
lesbian identity in Ek Ladki
Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga,
Gajraj Rao in Badhaai
Ho used poetry as an
aphrodisiac and Manav Kaul
in Tumhari Sulu serenaded
his irrepressible wife

Digital DaDs
From Wodehouse’s bumbling
gentlemen to Hrishikesh
Mukherjee’s gentle men, there’s
much in culture, both literary and
popular, to counter the menacing
image of the imposing father with
the rigid ideals. The baby-feeding,
everyday cooking, birthday partyorganising dad is common enough
now for us not to make a big deal
over it (apologies to the dads who’re
being glared at right now for not
checking even one item on this list).
But the 30-something generation is
rooted in memories of the aweinspiring, authoritarian figures of
fathers and grandfathers who have
populated their childhoods. It’s good
to see these new parents breaking
out of the old mould, one nappy
change at a time.
I don’t claim to represent my
generation, but all around me,
I see caring dads, coming around
to the ways in which their kids’
lives deviate from their own. Far
from the infllexible, disgruntled
“Wait till I tell daddy!” stereotype,
these are nurturing, accessible
parents. They’re embarrassing
their kids on Facebook, adoring
them on WhatsApp, pushing
them to pay their life insurance
premiums on email and even
saying “I love you” on the phone!
Here’s to the bumbling, doting,
accepting, gloating fathers. May
your tribe increase.
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
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[ CELEBRATING F

HER’S DA
AY! ]

TW
WO DOTING
WO
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OTI
UGHTER
DAU
GHTER
RS,
DADDY
ONE DAD
DADDY C
COOL
IN THEIR FIRST-EVER
RST-EVER
R MEDIA
M
APPEA
APPEARANCE,
ARJUN RAMPAL’S
’S TEENAGE
E DAUGHTERS
S MAHIKAA
ECRETS ABOUT
AND MYRA REVEAL FUN S
SECRETS
N THE WO
“THE BEST LOOKING DAD IN
WORLD!”
Text by Karishma Upadhyay
Photos shot
hot exclusively for HT Brunch
h by Subi Samu
Samuel
muel

T

here’s a little-known canon
in showbiz – the relationship
between an actor and a
camera is sacred. When an
actor is facing the camera, the rest of
the world ceases to exist.
On a muggy Sunday evening in
suburban Mumbai not so long ago,
Arjun Rampal experienced a photo
shoot unlike anything in his career
spanning over two decades. “This is
special. They are going to be facing
the camera for the first time ever,”
explains the actor as his daughters,
Mahikaa and Myra step out of the
make-up room. “Awww, you look
lovely,” he gushes. And they really do.
Mahikaa is 17-going-on-18 and
Myra is a few days shy of her 14th
birthday (she will turn 14 on June
24). The girls are both nervous and
excited in equal parts but it’s clear to
everyone in the room that Arjun is
even more nervous. He peers into the

screen on photographer Subi Samuel’s
camera in between shots; adjusts
Myra’s hair and reminds Mahikaa to
not slouch. This marks the girls’ debut
to public life.
Arjun and his former wife Mehr
Jesia made a conscious decision to keep
their daughters away from the spotlight.

thi
ys. “I just went into the
thing,”
he say
ma
nd Mahikaa couldn’t
make-up
room an
sto smiling as her hair and make-up
stop
wer being done; it’s alll happening
were
for the first time. Myra has got these
big curls. It’s wonderful to see how
exci
excited
both of them are about thiss
new experience.”

“I USED TO THINK I’D BE THAT
FATHER WHO’LL SIT
S WITH A
SHOTGUN AT THE DOORSTEP.
DO
BUT
BOTH MY GIRLS ARE EXTREMELY
RESPONSIBLE…” —A
—ARJUN RAMPAL
Arjun Rampal on the cover
of the Brunch issue dated
October 30, 2016 where he
tells the writer Nikhil Khanna:
“My daughters’ friends call me
uncle. I tell them not to because
I don’t look like one!”

The girls rarely have accompanied their
parents to public events or featured on
Arjun’s social media.
“We weren’t comfortable with
the children being in the limelight.
We always felt that they should grow
up like children. Both of them are
very shy, and I think we did the right

A FA
FATHER’S LIFE
The ac
actor ‘vividly’ remembers the first
time he held his daughters. “I was in
the OT (operation theatre) both times
and it was
w overwhelming. Nothing can
prepare you for that moment.” During
Myra’s birth, he thought he was ready
for fathe
fatherhood; after all, he had done it
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YEARS OF
2004-2019

JOIN IN THE
CONVE
ERSATIO
ON USING
#Arjuns
sAngels

L
“I was in the OT both times
(during the delivery) and it
was overwhelming. Nothing
can prepare you for
that moment”
— Arjun Rampal
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“[As kids of supe odels
and an actor]
’ve
never felt the press re to
look a certain w . We
are discouraged om
wearing make-u or
doing our hair. At ome,
there’s never talk bou
looks or clothe ..”
—Mahikaa Ra al

“ ...wh
hich
h is wh
hy this
shoot is so much fun.
I got to get my
hair curled and
then straightened!”
—Myra Rampal

For Arjun
Make-up: Kalpesh Desai
Hair: Hakim’s Aalim
For Mahikaa and Myra
Make-up and hair: Robin
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ARJUN, WHICH
OF YOUR GIRLS
WOULD YOU GO
TO, FOR WHAT?
Where to get a
great breakfast?
(Laughs) Neither. They’d
have to come to me for this.
What to wear?
Myra has a quirky style
while Mahikaa has a more
classic-meets-boho vibe
going on. They have very
distinct styles. I’d ask them
both for fashion advice!
For a perspective on
your career?
Mahikaa analyses things
really well.
For a new TV show
to watch?
Myra recommends a lot of
shows to me. I don’t always
go by her recommendations; it’s not the kind of
stuff I’d watch.

start comparing notes on the pranks
their father has pulled on them.
There’s a lot of ‘remember when’
before they share their favourite one.
“We were in London on a holiday
with our grandmother and dad. We
had gotten creeped out by a strange
lady in the streets. We were very
shaken up when we got back to our
room. Suddenly, dad dashed into our
room in a black hoodie pulled down
low on his face, looking really scary,”
Mahikaa recalls with a laugh. “I was
so scared I jumped into the suitcase,”
Myra adds before the girls collapse
into peals of giggles.

NOTES TO MY
DAUGHTERS
He might be the most ‘fun dad’ but
it doesn’t take long for Arjun to
slip into ‘serious dad mode’. He is
very conscious of the life lessons
he wants to pass on to Mahikaa and
Myra. “They are both very different
personalities and I hope they

For an honest movie review?
They are both brutally honest.
once before. It didn’t take long for him
to realise how wrong he was. “When
I saw Myra for the first time, I was
filled with so much gratitude.” It was
this overwhelming joy of becoming
a father for the second time that
pushed Arjun to get the names of his
daughters inked on his forearms.
From changing nappies to
picking them up from school, Arjun’s
been as hands-on a parent as his
profession has allowed. He is the kind
of father who’d want to be friends
with his children. “He never forces
us to do anything. He always asks if
we want to do something,” Myra says.
d Mahikaa quickly chips in, “He
And
y of the family. He does so
is the baby
much nakhra alll the time. He pulls
pranks on us all the time. He looks
very serious and all the rolles he does
are very serious but he is one off the
funniest people around.”
It doesn’t take long for the girls to

MAHIKAA
AND
MYRA ON
THEIR
DADDY
DEAREST!

dating when it comes to his teenage
daughters. “I used to think I’d be
that father who’ll sit with a shotgun
at the doorstep. But both of them
are extremely responsible, and very
dignified in the way they conduct
themselves. I’m very proud of them,”
he says, flashing that famous smile.
The actor understands that the girls
are going to meet boys and fall in love
because that’s life. “As a father, all
I can do is hope that nobody breaks
their heart.”

FAMILY BUSINESS
There have been rumours that
Mahikaa wants to follow in her
father’s footsteps and she isn’t
coy when asked about her acting
aspirations. Arjun is the perfect
supportive father. “She’s very good
at theatre, she does that in school
and has definitely got something
there. If Mahikaa does want to act,
she’ll need to study it. We’ve decided
that she should go to film school and
study the whole process. During her
vacations, she could assist on my sets
and see how it works,” says Arjun.
Seeing as Mahikaa’s memories from
being on Arjun’s film sets in the

the 14-year-old very sagely reminds
me that she’s too young to have
found her life’s calling. “I might do
modelling, though,” she adds.
Growing up as the daughters of
the two of the original ‘Supers’ who
defined an era of Indian modelling,
it’s not a surprise that Mahikaa and
Myra are preternaturally goodlooking. What their parents have
also passed on to the girls is an
easy nonchalance about physical
appearance. “We’ve never felt the
pressure to look a certain way. We
leave the house in our pyjamas and
it’s fine. We are discouraged from
wearing make-up or doing our hair.
At home, there’s never a conversation
about looks or clothes,” Mahikaa says
as the bare minimum make-up on
her face is being wiped off at the end
of the shoot. Myra quickly chimes
in, “Which is why this shoot was so
much fun. I got to get my hair curled
and then straightened. I didn’t think
I’d like it so much”. There’s a glint in
her eyes that hints that the beautiful
teenager just might have caught the
showbiz bug.
With his girlfriend Gabriella
Demetriades pregnant, Arjun is

ON EXPECTING A BABY WITH
CURRENT GIRLFRIEND GABRIELLA
DEMETRIADES: “MY CHILDREN HAVE
BEEN COMPLETE CHAMPIONS AND
EXTREMELY SUPPORTIVE OF OUR
DECISION” —ARJUN RAMPAL
THIRD TIME LUCKY Arjun Rampal’s
recent Insta post with his pregnant
girlfriend Gabriella Demetriades
remember to be their own people, no
matter what. To always be honest in
whatever they do. To always have love
in their hearts and not get cynical
with age. If they can maintain these
three qualities, they’ll have happy
lives. Nothing or nobody gives or
takes away happiness. We make
ourselves happy and they have to
learn to do that,” he says as the girls
listen intently and nod along.
Their maturity belies their
age. It’s no wonder that Arjun
isn’t worried about boys and

What’s your favourite
film starring
your father?
Myra: Rock On!
Mahikaa: Also, Daddy.
Who is more flexible –
your father or mother?
Myra: A 100 per cent our
mother (Mehr).
Mahikaa: Our mother

is the sweetest
lady you’ll
ever meet
in life.
She is the
coolest, chillest mother.
She’s let us be
independent
and given us
space to grow.

past revolve around eating tandoori
hicken and advising him on how his
ch
trailer should be decorated, working
on a film set would give her the
much-needed expossure.
Myra, on the other hand, has her
heart set on becoming a veteriinarian
and ‘living on a big farm with lots off
animals’. “She is also very artistic and
paints beautifully,” Arjun says before
pulling out his phone to show off
Myra’s latest – an abstract
profile of a man. This is
a ‘proud dad’ move if
there’s ever been
one. When I ask
her about her
aspirations,

preparing to be a dad once again.
The couple, who’ve been together for
a little more than a year, shared the
news in April. True to form, Arjun
continues to be fiercely protective of
his new relationship, the breakdown
of his 20-year-long marriage with
Mehr and raising his lovely daughters
after the divorce. “It’s personal and
not something that I’d like to talk
about,” he explains, before adding,
ave been complete
“My children ha
champions and ex
xtremely
supportive of our decision”.

She never
gets angry.
Myra: Yeah! I
can’t think of
even a single
time that
she yelled or
punished us.
Your favourite
father-daughters

brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
Karishma Upadhyay is a journalist based in
Mumbai who writes about films and travel

activities...?
Myra: We love doing
movie nights and
going out to eat. Our
mother hates roller
coasters, so dad is the
one who always comes
with us.
Mahikaa: He is the one
who pushes us when we
are scared.
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FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL

COMING
HOME
TO DAD

MEET THREE SINGLE FATHERS, WHOSE UNIQUE
SITUATIONS HAVE MADE THEM BREAK GENDER
STEREOTYPES AND ASSUME THE ROLES OF GUIDE,
GUARDIAN AND GIVERS OF
UNCONDITIONAL PARENTAL
By Samreen Tungekar

M

others nurture, fathers provide...there are a set of gender-specific
roles that we’ve been conditioned to believe. But how do you apply
roles and rules of parenting when it’s just one of them? Parenting
is challenging in itself, and single parenting comes with its own
set of obstacles. It’s one parent for two!
This Father’s Day, HT Brunch turns the spotlight on single fatherhood, and
brings together three stories of men who have chosen to be the mother and
the father to their offspring, and if given the choice of a different life, would
still choose the daddy life, every single day...
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“I love Daddy because
he takes me out to
new places, buys me
ice creams and tells
me bedtime stories!”
—Ishan (4)

THE FITSPIRATIONAL FATHER
MAYANK KAPOOR, 36, WITH SON ISHAN, 4
Faced with being Dad
and Mom to a four-yearold after separation,
Mayank took help from
books for his son and ran
marathons for himself!

S

ince his separation, two years ago,
Mayank Kapoor has been taking
care of his four-year-old son, Ishan,
by himself. Of course, the focus of his
life changed, but Mayank, who is a
Bengaluru-based software engineer,
chose the healthiest way to go through
this change – by reading books on
parenting and becoming a fit dad.
“Co-parenting allows you to play
good cop-bad cop in the sense that if
one is angry, the other pacifies. But
alone, you’ve to be both. I’ve become
extremely patient and disciplined.
You don’t take things for granted.
In fact, my typical Sunday goes
in planning the week ahead from
Monday to Friday!” he says.

FITSPIRATION
Mayank’s parents stay with him,
and they’re elderly, so his life is
about caring for his kid as well as
his parents. His parents moved from

Meerut post his separation, and have
been immensely supportive of his life.
“I realised I’ve to take care of both
my parents and my child, so I have
to be physically fit. I started running
marathons, taking care of my diet and
making sure I’m strong. It was a major
change because I had never taken up
running before that,” he adds.
He can’t stay away from his
son, but Mayank understands the
importance of self-preservation.

actually got in touch with a few
moms to understand how to go
through these changes better….
But one thing that’s helped me a
lot is books on parenting. I learnt
a lot from them and also by simply
talking to people,” he says.
Also, every weekend, Mayank
tries to take Ishan to a new
place, or they engage in a new
activity together. “I make sure
he experiences new things. We

“CO-PARENTING ALLOWS YOU TO
PLAY GOOD COP-BAD COP. BUT
ALONE, YOU HAVE TO BE BOTH!”

—MAYANK KAPOOR, SOFTWARE ENGINEER, BENGALURU
“When Ishan is visiting his mother
for a week or so during the year, I take
off on a solo trip, I go for Himalayan
treks. This change in my life has also
brought out a new side of me: my love
for trekking and the digital detox for a
week, no phones allowed!” he smiles.

undertake a bus or a train journey
together, go to a new coffee shop or
watch movies together. Sometimes,
when my parents aren’t home, we
put on some music and break into
a crazy dance!” he laughs.

BOOKS ON MY MIND

Mayank recalls a rather amusing
anecdote, when Ishan wanted to
sleep on top of him. “He put his
head on my chest, and said ‘Papa,

Ishan, being only two, took his time
to settle in after this sudden change.
And to help him, says Mayank, “I

LIFE WITH MY BOY

you’re not soft’. I mean… I didn’t
know what to say! I told him to put
his head on my stomach, but he
wasn’t entirely happy. So I started
keeping a very soft pillow, and he
was good,” he laughs.
Mayank’s been learning
cooking too for his son. “When I
started reading about parenting,
about food, I thought it’s a good idea
to know how to make what he eats,”
he says.

BEING SINGLE DAD
Even though single fatherhood
is still a bit uncommon Mayank
is happy to see people around
him being supportive and always
reaching out to him. “It surprises
people, but no one has ever reacted
oddly. In fact, they’ve always been
supportive, personally and even on
the Internet,” he says.
Mayank feels that life throws us
many unexpected challenges and
separation is one of the toughest
ones. “And if you have a child, it
becomes even more important that
he or she doesn’t get adversely
affected by the change in your life,”
he says.
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FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL

“He has always taken
all the sadness away
from me and been
so brave to keep me
strong. Daddy is
the bravest!”
—Shahana (9)

TRAVEL BUDDIES FOR LIFE!
CHETAN SHAH, 43, AND SHAHANA, 9
Parenting is a process.
And, Chetan Shah
shows us how blogging,
focusing on the self and
taking trips together
could strengthen
father-daughter bonds.

A

fter being married for 12 years,
Mumbai-based businessman
Chetan Shah and his wife started
living separately four years ago. His
daughter Shahana (aged nine now),
was five years old when their lives
changed, and it was just her with
her dad. The couple got divorced this
year but Chetan believes that his
transformation post his separation
has been spiritual in a way.
“I had to rely on people for
doing things for her, but eventually I
was able to take control. My focus is
her upbringing. I realised parenting
is a 20-year commitment, at the
least!” he says.
Also, Chetan had an active
social life. He’d hang out with friends
often and can still do the same, but
he chooses not to. “I don’t feel like
it anymore and have no complaints
about not being able to go out the
same way,” he adds.

THE MENTAL
JOURNEY
Going through his separation, Chetan
dealt with a lot of anxiety and he
could see it affecting his daughter.
“My mind was all over the place
and I’d see it was affecting Shahana
in a very big way. My problem
was I was trying to fix everything
externally. I continued with my
old habits – going out, partying etc.
And it only confused me further. It
was only when I took control of my
emotions, and my daughter saw the
transformation happening within me,

can never be replaced, all you can do
is be the father. “Of course she misses
her mother, but my family has been
very supportive towards us and she’s
in a good space,” he smiles.

ON THE ROAD
Chetan and Shahana are travel
buddies, and take trips together
often. “We go for quick getaways
where we engage in activities that
help us grow together. One time,
we went to Auroville where we did
a camp that was about parents and
children. There was a session that

“IF THE ROLES ARE REVERSED AND
THE FATHER HAS TO MOTHER THE
CHILD, HE’LL DO HIS BEST”
—CHETAN SHAH, BUSINESSMAN, MUMBAI

that things started falling in place.”
Today, his daughter is his
priority, but he also focuses on
himself. “I started blogging
about my journey and the
relationship I share with Shahana
on Soul Dads to encourage single
dads to express themselves and
seek support,” he says.
He believes the maternal energy

helped us learn a lot about what’s
missing in one’s relationship with
the child. It helped me understand
my emotional connect with
Shahana,” he recalls.
Chetan believes in a more nontraditional way of education. So,
he took his daughter to a boarding
school outside Mumbai. When he
asked her if she’d like to be enrolled

there, she said, ‘I’d love to go, but I
don’t want to leave you alone right
now.’ Coming from an eight-yearold, it left me in tears…,” he shares.

PEER PRESSURE
Although Chetan doesn’t want
to date, or be in a relationship,
but people definitely see the
need! “It’s always peer pressure.
Your friends and family want
you to meet someone. They’re
in a relationship, and they don’t
want you to be left out. They don’t
realise that you’ve been through
it. You’d want someone in your
whole being, not just to fill a
vacuum in your life. You can’t fill
gaps in your life with someone.
We’re told we need someone, but
sometimes, you don’t!” he says.
Talking about gender-set
roles, he says: “We’re made to
believe that the mother is the
caregiver, and the dad is the
provider. But it’s really about the
situation. If the roles are reversed
and the father has to mother the
child, he’ll do his best. We are
conditioned in a way that not
much importance is given to dads
taking care of the kids,” he feels.
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“I love my papa
because… because
he is very smart!”
—Aarya (4)

PLAYING DRESS UP
PIYUSH SAXENA, 39, AND AARYA, 4
Piyush Saxena has
mastered the three P’s
of raising a daughter:
patience, perseverance
and playing dollhouse!

G

urugram-based IT manager
Piyush Saxena’s life hit a
roadblock when he suddenly lost
his wife to a kidney infection in
2017. His daughter Aarya was just
two years old then.
“We’re still clueless as to what
exactly happened to my wife. It was
just kidney stones.... My wife and I
had had a lot of discussions about her
education and life, and this incident
just changed everything. I went
through a period of denial about her
death, thereafter and Aarya would
stand in the balcony looking for her
mother. After three months, I decided
to move to Chandigarh, to another
company, thinking it’ll be okay to
manage my daughter, who was back
here in Gurugram with my brother,
his wife and my parents,” he says.

NOT WITHOUT
MY DAUGHTER
But within a few months, Piyush
decided to move back when he

realised that Aarya had started
missing him as well. “I felt I
shouldn’t be away from my kid
and came back. We put her in a
playschool and it actually helped
– she was busy with school
activities then,” he adds.
From co-parenting to single
parenting, Piyush’s life and
daily routine have undergone
some obvious changes. “When it
was my wife and I, my wife took
care of everything, from her
vaccination schedule to her eating

especially such a young child,”
he smiles.
The support from his
family too has been immense.
“Aarya calls my sister-in-law
‘mumma’. My parents and
my brother have been really
supportive in helping me heal,
and fill that void,” he adds.
Aarya and Piyush have their
father-daughter time, where
Piyush takes her out to play and
ensures she interacts with other
kids as well. “I’m teaching her

“I DIDN’T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT
COMBING A GIRL’S HAIR, OR
DRESSING HER UP, BUT I HAVE
LEARNT WITH TIME.”

—PIYUSH SAXENA, IT MANAGER, GURUGRAM
habits. But now my professional
life too revolves around her. I’ve
let go of offers that might need
more time because I want to
devote more time and attention to
Aarya,” he says.
Raising Aarya has also taught
Piyush to be less aggressive.
“I’ve mellowed down, and realise
you need to be patient with kids,

to ride a bicycle these days. I
also play dollhouse with her, so I
know all about Elsa, Barbie and
the gang!” he says.
Even as a four-year-old,
Piyush’s daughter is quite
fashionable. “She wants to wear
clothes and accessories that only
she likes. I’ve learnt to wrap my
head around that. I didn’t know

anything about combing her hair,
or dressing her up, but I have
learnt with time,” he laughs.

HI, SOCIETY
Societal pressure to ‘move
on for your child’s sake’ is
not uncommon, and Piyush
definitely got his share of advice
(unsolicited!) from people.
“There were quite a few voices
advising me to move on including
my relatives. People say you have
to move on before your child is
of a certain age. I’ve learnt to not
react to such statements. It feels
like pressure sometimes. The
truth is, I’m not quite confident
about moving on just yet, and at
present I’m happy with just my
girl and me!” he smiles.
“The society is still not
open to the idea of a single father.
They don’t feel that a man can
raise his child on his own. When
I’ve told people I’m a single dad,
I’m often met with surprised
looks. I think we need to accept
this idea,” he says.
samreen.tungekar@htlive.com
Follow @BeingFeline on Twitter
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The Legend Of Jiggs Kalra
He was never a chef but he created
the cult of the celebrity chef and
transformed restaurant cuisine forever

A

ll too often we don’t realise how much esteem the
world has for our friends until it is almost too late.
I was reminded of this a week ago when Jiggs
Kalra went off to that great kitchen in the city.
The last time I saw Jiggs was some months ago. Manav
Thadani, who organises the Hotel Operations Summit India
(HOSI) every year, asked me if I would conduct a conversation on stage with Jiggs and his restaurateur son Zorawar.
I said I would be happy to do it but there were practical
difficulties. It was no secret that Jiggs had not been well. He
had been confined to a wheelchair for years, and his various
ailments meant that he was often not in a talkative mood.
Would he be willing to turn up at the appointed hour and
speak to a roomful of hoteliers?
Manav said he had asked Zorawar who had checked with
his dad and they would both be glad to do it. I was a little
surprised and decided that if Jiggs was not in great form that
morning, I would steer the conversation towards Zorawar
and we would be okay.
The day of the conference, I turned up in the green room
to find a bright and bubbly Jiggs, full of laughter and jokes.
It had been years since I had seen him so cheery.
As it turned out, the conference session was a spectacular success. It was as though the Jiggs of 20 years ago had
suddenly returned. He told stories, revealed culinary secrets,
was characteristically irreverent and had the audience eating out of the palm of his hand. Zorawar and I were supporting actors in the Jiggs Kalra Show.
When the session ended, the audience (many of whom
were of a generation that had never seen Jiggs before) rose
to its feet and gave him a standing ovation that wouldn’t stop.
Zorawar had tears in his eyes. Even Jiggs was nearly crying when we wheeled him off stage. For Zorawar, it was the
joy of seeing his father recognised by the industry.
For Jiggs, it was the reassurance that even though he had
been out of action for years, the
notoriously fickle hotel business
still honoured his enormous contribution to the Indian food scene.
When news of Jiggs’s passing broke, I was not surprised by
the massive outpouring of grief
that followed. I knew by then
that Jiggs had become a legend

in good books
Jiggs Kalra’s cookbook Prashad is a
treasure trove of recipes from the most
talented Indian chefs

Like father, Like son
Irrespective of the fact that Zorawar Kalra’s (standing) success was
his own, he never stopped crediting his father Jiggs Kalra

Jiggs came
along at a
time when
Indian
cuisine
needed
someone
to take it
to global
standards.
He became
that person.

in the hospitality business. His family loved him of course.
His friends loved him. But we were not alone. The world
loved him too.
When I first met Jiggs in the early 1980s, neither of us had
any idea of what a big deal he would eventually become. Jiggs
had started out in regular journalism (with Khushwant
Singh’s The Illustrated Weekly of India) and had moved on,
nearly a decade later, to becoming a full-time food specialist.
While his food journalism was fine, there wasn’t much call
for food writers in those days.
So Jiggs became an all-round food expert. In that era (the
1980s), Indian food was divided into three categories: what
we ate at home, what the great cooks of the streets and the
traditional restaurants served up and the cuisine they taught
at Catering College. Nearly all hotel kitchens were run by
Catering College graduates who were all content to turn out
roughly the same sort of food at restaurant after restaurant.
Jiggs is the man who broke that pattern. He had enormous respect for individual chefs at hotels but little patience
with the standard Catering College menu. Fortunately, he
found managers who were willing to experiment. As he told
us at HOSI that day, Rajiv Kaul (now of the Leela; then with
the Oberoi group) was one of the first hoteliers to encourage
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what’s in a name
With the success of Masala Library, that uses
Jiggs’s name, his reputation soared among a
new generation

family guy
Jiggs (centre) with (anticlockwise from right)
his wife Lovjeet, son Zorawar and daughterin-law Dildeep

him to discover great home cooks and wonderful traditional
chefs and to organise food festivals based on their cuisine.
Later, both Ajit Kerkar and Camellia Panjabi of the Taj group
began hiring Jiggs to rejig their menus and to break with the
hotel food of old.

J

iggs loved it. He travelled all over India, discovering
such institutions as Lucknow’s Tunde Kababwalla
whose fame had not spread beyond their own cities
and bringing them and their dishes to national attention.
He struck up friendships with the more talented hotel chefs
(Arvind Saraswat of the Taj, for one) and worked with them
to develop food ideas.
A TV show and a definitive cookbook (Prashad: Cooking
with Indian Masters), based on the recipes of the masters,
emerged from those adventures And Jiggs’s most successful
collaboration was probably his time with ITC.
The chain always had superlative Indian food. Bukhara
was famous even in the mid-1980s and the cuisine at the
Maurya’s Mayur restaurant was excellent. But ITC had never
quite learned how to take its food to the next level.
That is where Jiggs came in. He worked closely with
Manjit Gill (who was then executive chef of the Maurya)
to create a new restaurant to be called Dum Pukht. The
inspiration came from the Lucknow style of cooking (mainly
biryani) in steam but Jiggs and Manjit worked together on
many new dishes such as a raan in pastry, a sort of Goat
Wellington. (It had rum in the marinade and cocktail onions
in the stuffing.)
Jiggs persuaded ITC that all great restaurants needed
to be helmed by chefs. ITC already had Imtiaz Qureshi, a
former Lucknow wedding caterer, who was chef at Mayur.
Imtiaz was (and still is) brilliant but he had never been
given the platform that Jiggs and Manjit gave him. They
designed the Dum Pukht concept around him and ITC even
put his photo in the ads for the restaurant – a pivotal moment for Indian chefs who had never before been granted
this level of recognition.
With Imtiaz as its face, Dum Pukht revolutionised Indian
food, popularising the use of single servings of purdah
biryanis (till then biryani had been made in large pots, not
in individual servings), creating the craze for kakori kebabs
and teaching us that the cuisine of Lucknow was far more
advanced than the bogus Punjabi food most North Indian
restaurants served.
Jiggs did not always have it easy. He was as short tempered as he could be charming and eventually nearly every
chef he worked with began to resent him, believing that it
was their talent that counted for everything and arguing that
they did not need Jiggs.
It was a foolish argument that ignored the great contribution that Jiggs had made. Few of the resentful chefs realised
that Jiggs was professional enough to create restaurants that
would outlive individual chefs. It is years since Imtiaz has

face time
Chef Imtiaz
Qureshi was
Jiggs’s first choice
for Dum Pukht

partners
in crime
Jiggs worked
closely with ITC
Maurya’s chef
Manjit Gill
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image makeover
Dum Pukht revolutionised Indian food, thus
popularising the use of single servings of
(below) purdah biryanis

cooked at Delhi’s
Dum Pukht, for instance, but the food
just keeps getting
better. And most
of the angry chefs
have been forgotten
while Jiggs became
an institution.
In later years
as his health began
to fail and his
mobility began to
be restricted, Jiggs
was less adventurous but just as influential. He welcomed the 1990s and the era
of liberalisation (and food ingredient imports) by creating
the Salmon Tikka at the Hyatt’s Aangan restaurant in Delhi.
Few Indian chefs had much experience with such cold water
fish as salmon but Jiggs adapted his style to global ingredients and the Salmon Tikka is now cooked by chefs everywhere, most of whom don’t realise that Jiggs invented it.
Just when his old friends thought that ill health
would put an end to Jiggs’s activities, the Kalra name
suddenly had a new lease of life. His son Zorawar opened the
successful Punjab Grill restaurant chain (which he later sold
to Lite Bite Foods, its current owners) and freely acknowledged his debt to his father.
Then he opened Masala Library in Mumbai and
though the restaurant focused on modern Indian cuisine
of the sort that was never Jiggs’s forte, Zorawar insisted on
calling it “Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra ”. When the
restaurant became a success, Jiggs’s reputation soared
among a new generation.
I asked Jiggs a couple of years ago how it felt not to be remembered so much for his greatest achievements (his role in
bringing the food of the streets to restaurants, elevating Lucknow’s cuisine at hotels, the Salmon Tikka, etc.) but to have
become a household name on the basis of Zorawar’s later
success. “He has made me so proud,” he said emotionally.
And certainly, Jiggs could not have asked for a better
son than Zorawar and a better daughter-in-law than Dildeep,
Zorawar’s wife, who looked after him with touching care
and devotion. No matter how successful he’s become, and no
matter that his success was his own, Zorawar never stopped
crediting his father.
Jiggs came along at a time when Indian cuisine needed
someone to bring it all together and to take it to global standards. He became that person.
And so every time you go to an Indian restaurant anywhere in the world and read the menu, think of my old friend
Jiggs Kalra.
Had he not been around, that menu would have been
very different.
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SHORT-DISTANCE
RELATIONSHIP
The biggest problem right now
for women who use the Metro
network is last-mile connectivity

Got A Ticket To Ride
But should it be free, if you are a woman
travelling in the national capital?

A

s I write this, every single TV channel is discussing just
one thing. Arvind Kejriwal’s announcement that the AAP
government in Delhi would, in a matter of months, make
travel on the Metro and state transport buses free for all
women in the capital. Women will now ride for free and the loss will
be made up by the state government, which will pay for this subsidy.
This, Kejriwal announced, was being done so that women are more
safe and secure on public transport.
There are many, many things wrong with this scheme. For
starters, it makes no sense to make travel free for all women, no
matter what their income levels, while withholding this perk from
men who are economically worse off (Kejriwal did say the scheme
was optional; but honestly, do you see many women refusing to avail
of this facility if it is, in fact, available?). So, an income cut-off would
make more sense, so that only those who actually need this subsidy
get it – and that should include men.
Two, getting a free ride doesn’t equal getting a safe ride; even
if the number of female riders increases exponentially, women will
still be travelling in an environment where they are outnumbered
by men and their wandering hands. Then, there is the problem
of overcrowding; more and more women will avail of the scheme,
increasing the load on a public transport system that is already near
breaking point because of lack of capacity and excess demand.
I suspect that Mr Kejriwal is well aware of all these problems,
but doesn’t really care because he knows that the scheme will never
reach fruition anyway. The Metro system, for instance, is run in partnership with the Central government, which will never agree to it.
But I guess the AAP leader believes that there is no harm in
selling this dream to women in the capital, even though he knows
it’s destined to be dashed. That way he can claim victim status,
complain yet again how nobody allows him to do any work, and if
he is feeling particularly perky, even sit on a dharna to showcase his
angst for TV cameras.
On the off-chance, though, that the AAP leader is actually
serious about making Delhi safe for women and is willing to
spend around 700-1,000 crores (which is what the scheme to make
bus and Metro rides free would cost) to make that happen, here
are just a few of the measures that he can implement.

An income
cut-off would
make more
sense, so that
only those who
actually need
this subsidy
get it – and
that should
include men!
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Let’s start with the Metro, just like Mr Kejriwal. The biggest
problem right now for women who use the Metro network is lastmile connectivity. They may have a safe, secure and comfortable
ride on the Metro, but it doesn’t deposit them to their doorsteps,
either at office or home. For that they have take a two-wheeler, a
rickshaw, or simply walk. This is where these funds can come in
useful. Set up a network of rickshaws or scooters that do the run
from Metro stations across the city to the destinations of passengers. Make sure that at least 50 per cent of them are driven
by women, so that ladies feel more secure using them. And yes,
make them free for all passengers if you so desire, and subsidy
that cost.
Make sure the Metro runs later into the night, which is when
women really need a safe ride home. As of now, the Delhi Metro
starts at 5.30am and the last drop-off is at 11.30pm. So, women
who work late hours, or those who are out having a night out with
friends, or even those who are on a date, don’t have the option of
taking the Metro home. They have to rely on two-wheelers or cab
riding services, which can often be unsafe. What would it cost to
extend the working hours of the Metro so that it runs until, say
1am? And while you’re at it, to increase the numbers of women-only
coaches, or even increase the number of trains available.
Improve street lighting across the city. There is nothing more
frightening than walking down a dark street at night, not sure what
dangers lurk in the shadows. Installing streetlights – and making
sure they work – would make a huge difference to women who have
to walk home from the bus stop or Metro station.
Hire more women as drivers and conductors in DTC buses.
Make it mandatory to have women marshals in all buses and Metro
coaches, and empower them to crack down on any misbehaviour
against female passengers.
And most important of all, increase the number of women
constables in the city. At present, women account for just over eight
per cent of the work force in the Delhi Police, which is quite abysmal
by any standards. There should be a push to have at least 30, if not
50, per cent women among the police officers who patrol our streets,
ride in our PCO vans, and preside over the local thanas. It is this,
more than anything else, that will make the women of Delhi feel
more secure.
As for those free bus and Metro rides, employ a means test, have
an income cut-off, and give them to all those who need them –irrespective of gender. That is the only way for an equitable society to function.
Journalist and author Seema Goswami has been a columnist with HT Brunch since 2004

Spectator appears every fortnight
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hormazd sorabjee

The Talents Of The Trailhawk
Jeep’s new Compass variant is extremely versatile, as at home in the city as off-road

T

here are SUVs and there are Jeeps. And then there are
‘Trail Rated’ Jeeps. It’s a badge of honour given to those
Jeeps with exceptional off-road capabilities and the
Trailhawk version of the Jeep Compass, that’s just been
launched, belongs to this elite breed.
To see if the Trailhawk has earned its ‘Trail Rated’ emblem,
which sits discreetly on the side of the car, I spent an afternoon in a
secluded pocket of the Western Ghats around 30km from Lonavla,
clambering up muddy slopes, slithering down mountain sides,
crawling over rocky river beds and fording small streams. In this
terrain, the Trailhawk felt as comfortable as a mountain goat and
I was shocked by how easily it traipsed across the obstacle-strewn
off-road course without even breaking a sweat.
Underpinning the rugged Trailhawk are tough 4x4 mechanicals,
which include a ‘low range’ gearbox to pull you out of sticky situations and a dedicated ‘Rock’ mode, which lets you tackle well, rocks.

TOUGH TALK
What’s interesting is that at a time when manufacturers are ditching
4x4 systems in their SUVs, Jeep has given us the ultimate off-roader.
But why launch a hard core off-roader when only 10 per cent of
Trailhawk customers at the most, will dirty their wheels?
It’s more to do with the brand than anything else. Let’s not
forget the heritage of Jeep, which is rooted in World War II where it
started life as ‘General Purpose’ or GP vehicle (from which the name
Jeep was derived) and played a pivotal role in the Allied victory. And
it’s this indestructible go-anywhere image, born on a battle field,
that is an intrinsic part of the 80-year-old brand’s DNA, which the
American car maker wants to flaunt.
Besides, with not many serious 4x4s in this category, the
Trailhawk is the de facto choice in the ~25-30 lakh price bracket for
off-roading enthusiasts.

HITS AND MISSES
The Trailhawk doesn’t look much different from
the regular Compass except for a slightly higher
stance (for better ground clearance), beefier
all-terrain tyres and a matt black patch on the
bonnet, which helps to cut glare on inclines.

A DASH OF DRAMA
Splashes of red, a signature Trailhawk colour,
add some colour to the cabin

SMOOTH SAILING
This car comes with
a dedicated ‘Rock’
mode, which lets
you tackle rocks

The Trailhawk misses
out on certain
features like
a powered
driver’s seat,
and auto
headlights
and wipers
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The interior of the Trailhawk is pretty much the same as the
standard Compass except for the all-black cabin theme. Splashes
of red, a signature Trailhawk colour, add some colour to the cabin
and details like the red double-stitching on the seats, steering and
door pads, and red accents around the instrument cluster, gear
lever and speakers, look great. Cabin quality is very good, like in the
regular Compass, and the generous use of soft touch plastics gives
an upmarket feel.
However, interior space isn’t the most generous and the rear
seat in particular falls short of the space you expect in a ~25 lakh
plus car.
Though the Trailhawk is the most expensive Compass variant,
it misses out on certain features like a powered driver’s seat, and
auto headlights and wipers, available in the Limited Plus variant,
one down in the Compass range. You also have to pay extra for the
panoramic sunroof, which is standard on the Limited Plus.
That said, the Trailhawk gets some extra equipment like
Bi-Xenon headlights, keyless go, cruise control and for the first
time, on-board navigation. Android Auto and Apple CarPlay also
debut on the Trailhawk as does a 7.0-inch multi-information display
and engine start/stop.

OUT AND ABOUT
However, for majority of Trailhawk customers, the big news is not
the enhanced 4x4 abilities but the long awaited 9-speed automatic
gearbox that is finally available with the Compass’ diesel engine.
The auto transmission with its smooth and imperceptible gearshifts
makes the Compass far more user-friendly and convenient to drive,
especially in traffic.
The 2.0 litre diesel engine too has been upgraded to meet
the more stringent ‘BS6’ emission regulations before they come
into effect on April 1, 2020. In the process, Jeep has also made the
engine significantly quieter and smoother for a better drive. The
suspension has been modified as well to give the Compass a plusher
ride. All these changes come together to make the Compass an
extremely versatile SUV, which on the one hand will make light
work of dense, potholed city roads and if you’re up for it, will let you
explore the country in a way you never thought possible.
Priced upwards of ~25 lakh, the Trailhawk may seem expensive
for its size, but no other SUV has the same swath of talents.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior and much loved auto journalists in India,
and is editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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Wedded
To BeauTy

island reTreaT
The peaceful
Giudecca Island is
ideal for tourists
looking for a break
from crowded places

a

By Anand Kapoor

was far from it. The reality of being
woken by the pealing bells of
St. Mark’s is akin to being sent to
purgatory. The bells start at some
ridiculous hour in the morning and
leave you feeling totally disorientated.
Anyway, it was for this reason
that I choose accommodation away
from the city, and we stayed on the
island of Giudecca (which also happens to have the best view of Venice
as it overlooks St. Mark’s Square and
is far enough from the tolling bells
for the idea to remain romantic).
To get the proper Venice
experience, you need to arrive via
water – Venice was built to be seen
from the water. The city unfurls its
charms upon you long before you
even reach it. As you draw closer,
you are greeted by every cliché in
the world, so that by the time it fully
greets you, you are already sucked
into a level of romanticism that is
both an affectation of pretentiousness as well as a desire to suspend

a divine design
St. Mark’s Basilica
in Venice is known
for its guilded
interiors and an
opulent design

Photos: shutterstock

fter my earlier escapades
of planning a getaway for
just my wife and I, I decided
to return to a city steeped
in cliché; one where we had some
wonderful memories. So we found
ourselves on a flight bound to
Venice, together with what appeared to be the whole of humanity.
Cheap flights throughout Europe
means that locations that were once
seen as playgrounds for the rich and
famous have now been democratised
to the extent that both flights and cities groan under the weight of humanity. To give this some context, Venice
has a population of 55,000 and this is
doubled on a daily basis by tourists.
So, it’s not really surprising that it’s
sinking by nearly 2mm a year.
The last time we were in Venice,
we stayed in the heart of St. Mark’s
Square, slap bang amongst the throb
of people and right under the bell
tower of St. Mark’s Basilica. This
sounds incredibly romantic, but it

To truly appreciate the wonder that is Venice,
treat it the way you would your spouse

There are so many differenT
personaliTies of venice ThaT
are reflecTed wiThin The
culinary diversiTy of The ciTy
june 16, 2019
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your disbelief and be sucked into
the production of it all. It is probably this dichotomy that attracted
the lovelorn 17th century dandies
whilst on their Grand Tour. Sitting
squarely in the centre of this overload of beauty, but just far enough
away to allow cynical and critical
commentary, is the Cipriani.

BEWITCHED

a
n

The hotel is not the newest or the
most contemporary hotel in Venice,
but that is not what you go there
for. You go there, in the words of
Princess Diana, to “arrive home”.
On arrival at the dock, you are
warmly greeted by Roberto the
doorman. He greets every guest as
if they have visited several times
before, thus setting the tone for the
stay. You don’t need to be rich and
famous as everyone is naturally
treated as a celebrity and made to
feel at home.
The property reminds you of an
era when Venice was the exclusive treat of the rich and famous,
and films like Three Coins in the
Fountain (1954) and Roman Holiday
(1953) were all the rage. The hotel
provides a hideaway for the wealthy,
and a sanctuary for your senses.
Since it’s built in an impossibly
large area for Venice, it has extensive grounds, which hide one of the
few pools in Venice.

BESTRUCK
Swimming there is almost a cathartic baptism which, to be honest, is
needed after you have explored the
narrow crowded streets of the city,
and been subjected to the soaring
hellish temperatures the city combusts into in the peak of summer.
Surrounded by so much
divinity, it’s not surprising to
learn that the area used to be
known as ‘The Spinsters’ and was
where Venetian families would
dispatch their daughters to various convents. Being a depository
for young women it became a
natural hunting ground for the
likes of Casanova. He would spirit
away these lovely young ladies for
some hedonistic pleasure in the
nearby vineyards. The pious and
the debauched in one – a suitable
metaphor for Venice.
Venice is like an opiate. It lulls
you into a sense of otherworldliness. This is amplified by the need
to get absolutely lost in the city of
maze-like streets. It’s the only way
to experience it and you never truly
get lost. Instead, you are gifted with

a glimpse of parts of the city you
would never have seen if it was logically laid out. You soon realise that
Venice is eternal and nothing but
the crowds seem to change.
The Ghetto area of Venice is
not on many day-trippers’ itineraries, and serves as a welcome respite
from the chaos of the more touristy
areas. Due to a shortage of space,
the Jewish community was forced

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD
Though less touristy, the Jewish
Ghetto is quite charming

NEW BEGINNINGS
The Jewish community was forced into a tiny patch of
Venice and thus had to build upwards

YOU SOON REALISE THAT VENICE
IS ETERNAL AND NOTHING BUT THE
CROWDS SEEM TO CHANGE
into a tiny patch of Venice and thus
had to build upwards. At the very
top of these aviary-like buildings,
and spread across multiple residences, they built hidden palaces
of worship that are flooded with
light and decadently decorated.
Getting a glimpse of these impossible structures provided an insight
into something unique and alien,
yet familiar and calming.
After a two-day sojourn, it
appeared that I had finally planned
something right: having truly fallen
for the charms of Venice, my wife
wanted to stay another night. Within the hotel, we discovered a hidden
gem: the Palazzo Vendramin. This
is where we stayed the extra night.

BEDAZZLED
Dining in Venice is interesting.
There are so many different
personalities of Venice that are
reflected within the culinary
diversity of the city, both in the
ambience and the food.
The Restaurant Terrazza
at the Danieli has some of the
most spectacular views of the
Grand Canal – perched high above
it, it presents a unique panorama
of Venice. The night we dined
there, storms were brewing and
flashes of lightening created a

THOUGHT FOR FOOD
Whether it’s a floating market
or (left) sumptuous Italian fare,
food reigns supreme!

spectacular night time display.
The Met restaurant doesn’t
necessarily have spectacular views,
but the internal ambience draws
you into a Venice that is magical
and mystical and slightly disorientating, reminding you of the
dynamic hedonism of Carnevale.
However, when it comes to food,
the Oro at the Cipriani is unique.
The restaurant has a beautiful
courtyard attached to the main
restaurant and dining there creates
a feeling of secrecy and intimacy.
On our final day, over lunch, we
were asked about how long we had
been married and what the secret
to it was. Ironically, the secret of
a good marriage is a bit like the
attitude one needs to have with
Venice – it is what is on the
inside that counts. External
beauty fades; give each other
space to be who you are as an

individual; appreciate each other
for who you are; be prepared to be
adjusting; accept what you can’t
change; be tolerant of each other
and value each other for both the
similarities and the differences.
The nature of Venice means
that it will always beguile the
world. It will always be brash and
crazy on the surface, but by accepting that and looking beyond
the obvious you are rewarded
with something rather special.
To quote one of Venice’s most
famous citizens, Casanova, “The
thing is to dazzle.” This was his
secret to seduction, and Venice
certainly does dazzle you.
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
Anand Kapoor is a sports lawyer
who also heads an NGO called the
Creative Services Support Group
(CSSG) and has a passion for
writing as well as travelling
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IN REMEMBRANCE

A VOICE OF
REASON IN AN
UNREASONABLE
TIME
A friend reveals the veteran actor’s deepest
passions and challenges

Photo: HEMANT MISHRA

By Nandita Puri

our days ago, I saw a
missed call from Girish
Karnad. We hadn’t spoken
in a while so I called him
back. He laughed, saying it was
a mistake, but we spoke for a
few seconds. I enquired about
his health. He said he was fine,
though I knew he wasn’t keeping
too well.
I wake up four days later
to the rude shock that Girish
had passed away. I was deeply
saddened. It was as if his
accidental call was a way of
saying goodbye.
I will miss him. I will miss his
ideas, and advice to me from time
to time as a member of the advisory
board of the Om Puri Foundation.
He was on the board because he
was a mentor, benefactor and friend
to my late husband.
Om’s journey from poverty
to success revolved around the
kindness of friends. And Girish
Karnad was foremost amongst
them. Girish was a director at
the Film and Television Institute
of India (FTII) in 1976 when Om
excelled in the entrance interview,
but the board had its reservations.
“He doesn’t look like a hero or a
villain or even a comedian. What

F

do we do with him (Om)?” the
board members said.
“That’s not our problem. We
cannot deny him admission on
his looks alone,” Girish said and
thus Om Puri entered the last
acting batch at FTII, Pune.
Later when Girish realised Om
was scrawny and starving due to
lack of funds and having a tough
time financially, he recommended

he had done him a favour. When
we were staying at the Dorchester
in London during Om’s shoot of
The Parole Officer (2001), right
around the corner from the Nehru
Centre in Mayfair where Girish
was the Minister of Culture for the
Embassy of India, he used to call
us over for Indian meals (which we
craved). One morning for breakfast,
he asked what we’d like to have.

“HE DOESN’T LOOK LIKE A HERO,
VILLAIN OR COMEDIAN,” THEY SAID
ABOUT MY HUSBAND OM PURI. “BUT
WE CANNOT DENY HIM ADMISSION
ON HIS LOOKS ALONE,” GIRISH SAID,
AND OM ENTERED THE LAST ACTING
BATCH AT FTII PUNE
him to B V Karanth for his film
Chor Chor Chhupja (1975) for the
Children’s Film Society during
the summer holidays so that Om
didn’t have to miss his classes. The
3,000 he got for his work saw him
through the entire course at FTII.
Had it not been for Girish…
Girish and Om continued to
share a warm, friendly rapport
and the greatness of Girish was
he never made Om ever feel that

“Masala dosa,” I quipped cheekily.
“Your wish is my command,”
he said, and in a jiffy his cook
appeared with a crisp dosa. Seeing
my perplexed look, he explained,
“Today is Friday, my dosa
day. So the batter was
ready. And you got lucky.
Any other day, it might
not have been possible.”
One of the last films
both Om and Girish shot

was in London. It was Sangeeta
Datta’s Life Goes On (2009) along
with Sharmila Tagore. Both
teacher and student shared
screen space. At the 2010 Jaipur
Literature Festival, Girish
and Om shared a stage, doing
dramatised reading of Girish’s
Tughlaq. Om read Tughlaq.
I knew Girish was not well.
But his appearance with his
portable oxygen tank in Tiger
Zinda Hai (2017) seemed like part
of the script. Effortless. And that
is the hallmark of a great actor.
Apart from being an actor
(Manthan, Godhuli, Swami)
and a radical playwright
(Nagamandala, Yayati, Tughlaq),
Girish was a Rhodes Scholar at
Oxford. A multilinguist, and a
connoisseur of food, wine and
music. He was a voice of reason
in an unreasonable time. A
gentleman to the core. They don’t
make men like him anymore.
Wherever you are, stay well
my friend. And enjoy your
drink with Om.
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
Journalist and author Nandita Puri, is the
ex-wife of late actor Om Puri
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ON EVERYONE’S MIND MONSOON ILLNESSES

EASY WAYS TO NOT
5
GET SICK IN THE RAINS
ome monsoon and the smiles
soften, the soil settles and the
clouds become unpredictable! But
along with the rains come multiple
infections and stomach problems
– the digestion gets sluggish, the
body begins to bloat and lethargy
is rampant. Here’s how to keep
yourself healthy and happy during
this difficult season.

Illustration: SUNIL KUMAR MALLIK

C

1 Eat smart: Switch to foods with
low water content like besan and
bhutta to avoid water retention. Also,
stick to easy-to-digest foods (read: no
fried foods) as the body’s digestion
capability is compromised during the
rains due to high humidity.

high-fibre foods like corn kernels and
corn atta. These are loaded with both
soluble and insoluble fibre.

4 Bet on bitter gourd: This
humble gourd’s blood-purifying
properties will help keep infections
at bay. Plus, it’s a good digestive
agent as it stimulates the secretion
of gastric juices and keeps digestion humming along and constipation – a common problem during
the rains – away.

5 Relish raw mangoes: Loaded
with pectin, these keep insulin in
check which helps bust monsooninduced lethargy decisively. Raw
mangoes help prevent and treat
2 Boost your immunity: Exgastro-intestinal disorders like
pect infections to be at an diarrhoea, dysentery, piles, chronic
all-time high and immu- dyspepsia, indigestion and constipanity to be at an all-time tion too, all of which are rampant
low. So, deliberately
during monsoons.
include foods like garlic,
—Kavita Devgan
onions, haldi and methi seeds
Kavita Devgan is a Delhi-based
in your daily diet.
3 Corner some corn:

Since digestion gets sluggish, it helps to stick to

nutritionist, Weight Management Consultant and author of
Ultimate Grandmother Hacks
and Don’t Diet! 50 Habits of
thin people

INDOOR EXERCISES
5
FOR THE RAINY DAY IN
T

he heavy downpour sometimes
won’t allow you to go for your
favourite run outside. Let’s find out
what you could do to keep the body
in motion on such drenched days...

lower body during running. Try a
combination of the following exercises for 30 seconds or more for each
– side planks, planks, rotational
crunches and flutter kicks.

1 Jump rope skipping: Jumping
at a very moderate rate burns 10 to
16 calories a minute and it will give
you lightness on your feet. It’s also
great for working the arms and legs
along with the rest of the body.

4 Balance exercises: When
stuck at home you can do singlelegged deadlifts, heel-toe walk or
vrikshasana. Even slowly walking
back and forth inside the house
with your eyes closed can become a
challenging move for balance.

2 Plyometric exercises: These
can strengthen the muscles and
tendons in your upper and lower
body. Do jump squats, clap pushups, high-speed sits-ups, but don’t
overdo it to avoid injuries.
3 Core training: A strong
core prevents lower back
pain and improves coordination between the upper and

5 Static stretching: This can
improve stride length for runners.
Hold each stretch for 30 seconds
and repeat three times focusing on
the calves, front thigh, hip, pectorals (chest, lats) and biceps.

—Deckline Leitao
Deckline Leitao, CSCS NASM-PES, CES, CPT, is
well-known for his personal training expertise and
works closely with Olympic-hopefuls
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ON MY PHONE
LAST THING I GOOGLED : Thomas Shelby from
Peaky Blinders
MOST USED APP : WhatsApp
MOST WATCHED YOUTUBE VIDEO: Old episodes
of Jem and the Holograms (1985)
LEAST USED APP: The document scanning app.
FIRST SONG ON MY SPOTIFY:
Everything In Its Right Place
by Radiohead

What’s the last show
that you binge-watched?
Peaky Blinders. This is the
second time I am binge
watching it. I absolutely
love it.
One song you can’t get
out of your head...?
Deadcrush by Alt J.

Actress and singer

Shruti Haasan
DATE OF BIRTH SUN SIGN PLACE OF BIRTH FIRST BREAK
January 28

Aquarius

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

Chennai

Lady Andal Venkatasubba Rao Matriculation School,
Chennai / Musicians Institute, California

Singing in the film Thevar Magan (1992)
when I was five

HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE

When for the first time I sang on stage and realised that’s
what I want to do in life

What would you say is the
sexiest thing about you ?
Not knowing what makes me
sexy, makes me sexy!
What’s your favourite
breakfast in bed?
I don’t do breakfast in bed,
I hate bringing food into
the bed!

What’s the best and
the worst thing about
Bollywood?
The best and the worst
thing in Bollywood is
chaos. We are quite
disorganised, but despite
that we still come up with
lots of beautiful ideas.

And your favourite food on
cheat days...?
South Indian food. I always go
for sambhar and rice.

One quality of your
parents, Kamal Haasan
and Sarika, that you
admire the most is...?
That they are both
really artistic.

And the last thing...?
I check my phone and set
my alarm.

List three qualities you
look for in a man.
Intelligence, sense of
humour and clean nails.
And what’s the one
relationship rule you
always follow?
Be honest to yourself
and honesty in the
relationship will follow.

What’s the first thing
you do in bed when you
wake up?
Check my phone.

Your strategy in a crisis...?
I am extremely calm in a
crisis, I tend to panic towards
it and after it.
Instagram or Twitter –
what works best for you?
Instagram.
You de-stress by…?
Buying clothes, always!
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh
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Taste the difference.
#MakeitwithVeeba

Veeba Eggless Mayonnaise is light, creamy and delicious.
It’s just the change you need to add that extra tasty twist
to your burger. Try it and you will know the difference!
Buy any of these 3 Everyday Favourites,
and get a Kellogg’s Chocos pack (26gm)

FREE!

Offer valid till stocks last. Packs without this offer also available.

www.veeba.in
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VARUN WILL
BE AVERY
GOOD FATHER:
DAVID DHAWAN

Shreya Mukherjee
his father-son duo makes
for a great director-actor
pair. While filmmaker
David Dhawan is known
for directing massy hits (such
as Hero No.1 and Biwi No.1);
his son, actor Varun Dhawan,
is the hero of the masses (Sui
Dhaaga and Humpty Sharma
Ki Dulhania). As a team, they
have delivered two hits — Main
Tera Hero and Judwaa 2, and
they will soon embark on their
third, Coolie No. 1. On Father’s
Day, today, we catch up with
this adorable and playful Jodi
No.1 of the film industry.
Excerpts:

T

From father-son to director-actor,
was the transition difficult?
DAVID: I treat Varun like I
treat any other actor, rather
worse. If he gives a bad shot, I

reprimand him in front of
everyone... But he is good with
improvisations. In the first
film, he was a little nervous.
But in Judwaa 2, he was a full
on commercial hero.
VARUN: And that’s the kind of
relationship I want to share
with every director. I’m very
selfish when it comes to my
films. My endeavour is to push
myself... Working with dad is
an extremely satisfying
experience, creatively. Also, he
pushes me to think.

One quality of each other that you
wish you had...
VARUN: The way he faces
adversity. After every failure,
he has come back stronger. I
remember in 2000s, his career
had a bad dip and almost three
consecutive films didn’t work,
he was written off. Then, he
came back with a massive hit,

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. He has
never waited for big stars. I
wish I had that quality. I don’t
want to only wait for big
directors. I want to be able to do
well with new directors or with
those whose previous films
haven’t done well.
DAVID: The way he looks after
his body, I wish I had that
quality (laughs). I can’t resist
good food and he’s like ‘what
are you trying to do’?

On Father’s Day, we want to ask
you, David, how do you think Varun
will be as a father, when he does
become one?
DAVID: I know he will be a
very good father. Niyara (Rohit
Dhawan’s one-year-old
daughter), loves him.
VARUN: I’m already doing
everything — from changing
nappies to things one does
when raising a baby, with my

niece. But I don’t want her to
see me as ‘old chachu’. I hope
she thinks I am cool (laughs).

Was it always planned that Varun
would take up acting and be part of
Bollywood just like you?
DAVID: He was a very
naughty kid. I didn’t know
what profession he’d take up. I
certainly didn’t know it would
be acting. One fine day, he tells
us (the family) he is going to be
a hero. I’ve been in the film
industry for 40 years and I had
no clue that my son was
interested in my profession! He
hid it from me.
VARUN: I was hiding partly
because since childhood, my
mother has raised both me and
my brother [Rohit Dhawan] as
self-dependent kids. And she
used to tell me stories about my
father, his struggle and how he
made it big in life. I understood

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

‘Notcalledanitem
numberwhenSRK
orSalmansirdoit’

HT CITYIVE
EXCLUS

On Father’s Day, we catch up with
industry’s Jodi No. 1 — the Dhawan duo
Juhi Chakarborty

Kriti Sanon feels
the ‘item number’
tag is sexist

that there was no substitute for
hard work. So, when I decided
to get into films, I knew that my
father has a good equity and
name and I had to keep that up.
But I didn’t want to do that with
his help...
DAVID: (interrupts) But one
thing is there, when he became
an actor and got a break from
Karan Johar [Student of the
Year; 2012], it gave us a big jolt.
I was like, ‘can he even act?’ I
went to watch his debut and I
told my brother ‘He has turned
an actor’. And then I made up
my mind to work with him.
VARUN: I wanted my second
film to be Badlapur but dad
signed me for his film [Main
Tera Hero] and I couldn’t say
no (laughs).

First Judwaa 2 and now Coolie No.
1, is it only for remakes that you
two team up?

DAVID: It’s not like that, but
yes, I’m more comfortable
doing it with him. All my life
I’ve worked with every hero in
the industry, from Amitabh
Bachchan to Riteish
Deshmukh, over 35 of them.
Now, with my son, I’ve found
the comfort level so I’m
enjoying. If he wasn’t good, I’d
not have cast him, that way I’m
very professional. I told him,
‘Don’t spoil my work’. But he’s
extremely disciplined.
VARUN: I feel the pressure
with every film, not just in
dad’s films. The screenplay of
Coolie No. 1 is outstanding. The
film is coming back after 25
years. The premise has
changed but the essence
remains the same. I wanted to
do the film because of the story
and screenplay. It is going to be
fun working with Sara (Ali
Khan) and Paresh Rawal.

or long, female actors in
the industry have been
grousing over the
appellation ‘item number’
that’s often given to “dance
numbers”. But little seems
to have changed. Now, Kriti
Sanon also adds her voice
to the objection calling
the label “derogatory”
and sexist.
Kriti, who has performed
two special songs — Aao Kabhi
Haveli Pe for Stree (2018), and
Aira Gaira for Kalank, says,
“When Aamir (Khan) sir, Shah
Rukh (Khan) sir or Salman
(Khan) sir perform a special
song in a film, those songs are
never called item numbers.
Then why change that when a
female actor does the same?
This mindset must change.”
She adds, “Why do people
call these songs item numbers

F

is something I really don’t
understand. It doesn’t give
out good vibes. They are
simply dance numbers that
add to the entertainment
factor of the film. These songs
are loved by people. So why
can’t one be a little more
respectful towards those who
make these songs and those
who feature in it?”
The 28-year-old says, “I was
studying to be an engineer
when modelling and acting
happened. I realised that was
my calling because I’ve always
been creative. Also, dancing is
something that I love. So, be it
any dance number, they’re all
really close to my heart, which
is why this ‘item song’ tag is a
little upsetting”
Kriti has Panipat, Arjun
Patiala and Housefull 4 lined
up, but would love “to do a
dance film”, as well.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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‘I admire my dad’s zest for life’

STOP PRESS
AKSHAY REQUESTS FANS
TO KEEP THINGS POSITIVE
arlier, actor Akshay Kumar’s
cop drama Sooryavanshi and
Salman Khan’s Inshallah were
releasing on Eid 2020. But to
avoid the clash, Sooryavanshi
will now release March 27, 2020.
After the date change, fans had
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become warring factions on
Twitter. On Friday, Akshay
tweeted a note to “request”
fans “with folded hands not to
start/participate in such trends”.
On June 12, Salman had
tweeted: “I always thought of
him as my younger brother and
today he proves it...
#RohitShetty. Sooryavanshi
releasing on 27th March, 2020.”

Pooja Sharma
ad it not been for his
father, astrologer P
Khurrana, Aparshakti
Khurana probably wouldn’t
have been an actor today. It
was his dad who encouraged
him and his brother
Ayushmann to try their luck in
Mumbai. The actor reminisces
about the time when he set out
to make his career, saying, “All
my life I have been a
sportsperson, with just as
much inclination towards
acting as well. I used to play
cricket, and then radio
happened, acting wasn’t on the
cards then. But, one thing
followed the other and
everything fell in place. After
Dangal (2016), I shifted base to
Mumbai. But, it was my dad,
who always motivated us to
chase our dreams. He has
instilled that conviction and
strong sense of self-belief in
both of us. We will be eternally
grateful to him, who is not only
our support system but our
critic too.”
Talking about the qualities
that he aspires to imbibe from
his dad, Aparshakti says, “I

H

Aditya Roy Kapur says it took him
time to get Aashiqui 2 off his mind
Pooja Sharma

With time,
Aditya has
learnt to control
his attachment
with a film

MORE INSIDE

ome actors believe in being
spontaneous, while some
prefer to undergo hardcore training before they start a
film.
Well, Aditya Roy Kapur
believes in doing his
“homework” in advance.
“It is necessary that you do
your homework,” says the
33-year-old explaining that the
preparation helps one to adapt.
“Everything may change on
the film set — what you
thought of a location has
changed, or you see it in a
different way (once you are
actually on set)... The director
might want something
different; your co-actors might
say a line in an unexpected
way... So, you can’t be rigid.
Your preparation prepares you
for that change. When you are
there, you are able to adapt and
allow yourself to be fluid and
free in those moments of
change,” says Aditya, who is
juggling Malang, Sadak 2 and
an Anurag Basu directorial.
When prodded about how
his approach to the craft has
evolved over the years, he

S

replies, “You understand
yourself and the process a little
better. Every director works
differently, and you have to
figure that and that in itself
is a challenge. Every role
demands a different kind of
preparation. Like when I was
doing Aashiqui 2 (2013), I was
younger and it took me time to
get over that film. Later, you
come closer to be being able to
control it.”
Has he become more
calculative about how he
chooses a film? “Honestly, it’s
the same. I don’t know if you
can really calculate whether
it will work or not, because
no one really knows. As for
me, I am just aiming to connect
with the right scripts,” he says.
But, would he call or
approach a filmmaker if he
were interested in a project?
Aditya says, “For actors,
it’s more of a matter of
waiting... Someone has to
want you in their project. For
me, it is about people whose
work I’ve liked... It is actually
even nice when you like
someone’s work and you let
them know. I have done that.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Every role demands a different kind of preparation. Like
when I was doing Aashiqui 2, I was younger and it took
me time to get over that film.
ADITYA ROY KAPUR ACTOR
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

(Right) Aparshakti Khurana;
(above) P Khurrana
really admire his zest for life.
Even in this phase, he is so
ambitious and is a go-getter. He
has always taken challenges
head on and maintained a
positive outlook in life. People
tell me that I’ve inherited his
‘high energy’. He is certainly
the life of the party.”
On asking him if his father is
happy with his journey so far,
the actor adds, “He is quite
content with the way my
brother and I are headed. He
often tells us to be grateful for
whatever we have achieved,
but, at the same time, he says,
we should never rest on our
past laurels and keep working
hard. Most importantly, he has
taught us to keep our feet on
the ground while having stars
in our eyes.”
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‘IT’S A MYTH
THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS
SERIOUSNESS’
Diljit Dosanjh says as
per his experience,
turbaned Sikhs are not
being misrepresented in
Bollywood

Saurabh won’t network or socialise for work
Sangeeta Yadav
or some actors, socialising
and networking form an
integral part of their
profession for they want to be
seen and remain in the public
eye and for others, they prefer
their work to do the talking.
Actor Saurabh Shukla belongs
to the second category.
“I have no time to socialise,”
he says, adding, “In the [film]
industry, people expect me to
keep networking as my top
priority, meet different and
new people and do a lot of
networking to get more work.
But, I don’t believe socialising
and networking can get you
work. It is your hard work that
gets noticed in the industry.”
The 56-year-old actor
flaunts a great body of work,
having portrayed diverse
characters in films such as
Satya (1998), the Jolly LLB
franchise and PK (2014) among
others. He says, “I don’t feel
the need to network in order to

F

get work. Work keeps coming
to you if you are true to the
craft. Mujhe lagta hai ki agar
aap kaam karenge toh kaam se
hee kaam aayega. Log aapko
aapke kaam se jaane woh
behtar hai.”
The actor has six back-toback films releasing this year
and he isn’t complaining. “At
this moment, I’m completely
concentrating on work. It’s
right to say that I don’t have a
social life. Whatever time I’m
left with after work, it’s for my
family,” he quips.
Happy with how things
have changed over these years
and he is counted among finest
actors in the industry, Shukla
adds, “I remember nobody
knew me when I came into the
industry. Nobody was
bothered if we are doing good
work or bad work. If I would do
anything good, people used to
praise me. But, I never went
door-to-door in search of work
or socialise or network for it.”
n

Saurabh
Shukla

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

02

htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

JUNE 16-22

Kangana Ranaut

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE:
The moment you drop the
mind, put it aside, a clearing
opens, a door widens into
the mystery of existence.
Suddenly there is no
problem and there is no
answer either, but a great
contentment, a tremendous
fulfilment arises in your
being, says Osho, the Zen
master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Varun Dhawan

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Disha Patani

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Arjun Kapoor

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR/PUNJAB
SUN DAY, JUN E 1 6, 20 1 9

You dominate the intellectual scene with your
intense, creative and clever mind. Personal
relationships need to be rejuvenated with tender,
loving care rather than through analysis and
discussion. You tend to live too much in your head and
less in the real world, it’s time to become aware and
awake to reality and deal with whatever confronts
you. Mental tension can cause health problems and
further confusion. There is a time and place for control
but there is no need to let it take charge of your life.
Relax as there is more to life than being on top of
things.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Sky Blue

LEO

You are likely to have mixed feelings about everything
this week! You look at failure in some areas and
success in other aspects of life. Since you feel insecure
about new people or connections, you find yourself
saying ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in one sentence. You tend
to procrastinate and allow worthwhile opportunities
to slip away, be aware and quick to respond. Health
problems need to be attended to or they can get out
of hand. Finances and practical details demand your
attention and energy. Personal relationships flower
with love, time and patience. Think positively and stay
away from negative and destructive people!
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Sea Green

VIRGO

Your professional experience and repute brings
opportunities for expansion and growth. There are,
however, changes on the cards as old systems,
patterns and equipment need to be updated or
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and investment. You
have already a firm business foundation or platform
for growth and diversification that challenges you to
be adventurous and enterprising. You may redecorate
or renovate working and living spaces to change
ambiance and energy. Parents, old friends and family
get in touch. You reap the harvest of what you have
sown in the past.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Saffron

LIBRA

You are swift and strong while making professional
moves and business arrangements this week! You have
a youthful outlook and energy that attracts
enthusiastic and creative people in your field of work.
You associate with supportive professionals and move
ahead forcefully achieving targets without
procrastinating or waiting for anything. Personal
relationships are loving and romantic yet there can be
ego clashes. Acceptance of the other’s individuality and
need for space can resolve any conflicts between you
and your partner. It’s important to remain in touch with
your sense of humour.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Golden Orange

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Sara Ali Khan

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Ayushmaan Khurrana

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Parineeti Chopra

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Tara Sutaria

It’s best to take stock of situations and put some
energy into making changes and achieving goals. You
have been patient and loving in emotional
relationships but now need some clarity and
commitment. Health needs watching and finances
need to be managed. You need to be consistent and
persistent for a while to achieve stability and material
gain. You are likely to pay wandering visits to friends
and family. A Pisces person supports you through ups
and downs. It’s best to let go rather than hang on to
anything that is finished. New dimensions are waiting
to be discovered.
Lucky Number: 8 Good Colour: Creamy White

SAGITTARIUS

Professional opportunities do not materialise as you
had thought they would but a closer look reveals that
whatever happened was for the better. A new
connection or lucrative offer comes to you when you
least expect it. A personal relationship is full of
promise but a commitment may take longer than you
imagined. It’s best not to cling to the past, say a fond
farewell and stop repeating old, negative patterns.
This is a call to get on with your life and not miss
opportunities for success and happiness. Some friends
can be inconsiderate but change quickly when they
realize how sensitive you are.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Old Rose

CAPRICORN

You are able to perfect and complete a business
project after much labour that brings material and
professional rewards this week. Financial settlements
and deals can be made easily at this point as new
opportunities present themselves. You have learned a
great deal from experience and are not about to make
the same mistakes you made in the past, be it in
personal or professional situations. Beware of making
unreliable moves and decisions due to hurry or
anxiety. Give yourself a well-deserved holiday by
resting and getting away from it all. Personal
relationships are enhanced with love and care.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

AQUARIUS

Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you
on an unplanned journey! You are blessed with clarity
of vision and spiritual insight that guides you through
calm and stormy seas! You are not beyond making an
error of judgement under stress so relax and unwind
before taking important personal and professional
decisions. Family looks to you for guidance and
support that you willingly provide. Beware of setting
yourself up with great expectations in any aspect or
there can be disappointment. An over view and
balanced perspective allows you to see things as they
really are. Be compassionate!
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Silver Grey

PISCES

Allyouirritatingpeopleoutthere,gotcha!
have to sit next to
every day, consider
slapping the leg into
senses. As an
ultimate resort, get
up and hug the leg,
begging it to stop.
Warning: Please do
this action
discreetly or you
could end up
looking like a dog
in heat if their leg
continues to
shake.

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA

So you’ve been tolerating these kinds patiently?
Huh, no more! Here’s how you can deal with
people who exasperate you on a daily basis
isclaimer: Some of you
would write hate mail to
me after this one. At least
the boring ones out of
you will. And you’ll give me
gyan on how we are not
supposed to respond in the
same coin if someone behaves
badly. And actually you won’t
be wrong in saying that. We’ve
all grown up on moral science
lessons about patiently waiting
for bad to turn good someday.
But aisa hai, while that logic
may be right, when
it comes to serious stuff in life,
it’s the minor day-to-day
irritants that allow us the
unmatchable fun of being able
to get even. I’m gonna talk
about a few such irritants
today. Since some of you have
rightly guessed that I stay
perpetually annoyed with most
things, I decided to not use my
biased judgment on these
rants. I simply asked some of
my friends to take a poll on
some highly irritating ‘bodylanguage’ habits people exhibit
in public. The top
three turned out to be
unmentionable here,
considering this is a saafsuthra family newspaper. If, at
this point, you mockingly turn
to the back page with a raised
eyebrow, I will be forced to
remind you about that page’s
crucial contribution in
reassuring you time and again
that you can indeed have a
family. Coming back to the
point, here are four annoying
kinds of people that irritate the
hell out of those around them.
Let’s give it back this time...

D

Stare-stalkers: These
people can almost make a
living out of staring at others,
in public. Just like that. Maybe
because God gave them eyes.
Maybe because he forgot to add
that those eyes need not be
fixed on people’s faces. Be it at a
bus stop or in a crowded metro,
five minutes won’t pass before
you spot a bona fide member of
the stare-stalker community.
You usually look away and
keep feeling agitated within.
Next time it happens, don’t
punish your own blood
pressure. Widen your eyes,
raise your eyebrows and stare
back, without blinking. Till
everyone’s attention is on the
one staring. Your eyes may
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water, you may feel weird but
do.not.blink.
Remind yourself that you
owe it to the society to scare or
embarrass a stare-stalker out
of work forever. If he/she
doesn’t back off at this, try
blinking your eyes rapidly,
looking straight at them. That
usually does it, as long as you
know the difference between
blinking and winking.
Warning: Those who wear
contact lenses, please don’t try
this or you’ll curse me. Also,
not recommended if the other
person looks very shady, as he
may just consider your action
to be an invite of sorts. For
clarity, refer to the Shakti
Kapoor or Gulshan Grover
look in your head. Sometimes,
having fun at the expense of the
annoyance also happens to do
the trick. Once I saw a girl in
the metro, who seemed fairly
irritated by the constant
staring of a middle-aged man.
She suddenly decided to take
him on, and while everyone
expected a showdown, she
covered her face with her
hands, then lowered them
slowly to reveal her face to the
starer, and said peek-a-boo. I
can’t describe the look on that
man’s face as he retreated.
Leg shakers: These
kinds of people may or
may not know how to dance,
but one of their legs surely
does. Maybe because of
constant practice. No matter
whether they are in public
transport or in a business
meeting, they don’t stop
shaking their leg, even if it
means sending earthquake-like
vibrations to those sitting next
to them.
Medical science has a name
for the condition — the restless
leg syndrome — and attributes
it to some pent-up nervous
energy or simply an adolescent
habit that stuck forever. Once a
guy came over to my office for a
meeting. The fact that he sat
flat on his back in such a
manner that his legs would
have reached Bihar is still
forgivable, but then he started
shaking one of them while
talking about some really
serious work-related matter.
Maybe this was a unique test by
God to see if I can hold forth my
concentration while the
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The
knucklecrackers: You
know this annoyance normally
goes undiscussed but a lot of
my friends mentioned it as the
thing that bugs the hell out of
them. When people suddenly
start cracking the knuckles of
their fingers one by one,
making that weird ‘pop’
noise each time. Why, some
people even crack
their neck or back when they
get up after staying in a
position for long. Great
indulgence if you are
alone, but OMG, it’s the most
godawful noise, and sight, for

3

furniture around me gets a
mini epileptic seizure. I failed
miserably. And ended up
asking him if he needed
something...er...like a flower
pot to put on his leg so that it
could stop moving. He didn’t
find it funny but that bothers
me less than how much the
shaking leg would be bothering
everyone around him every
day. Tell them to stop and take
a walk to utilise the energy. If
the dancing leg belongs to a
colleague or classmate who you

the person sitting next to you. If
someone does that around you
any longer, take out a notebook
and pen and tell them you are
ready to keep a record of how
many of their 206 or more
joints have popped so far.
Tell them that you love the
sound and won’t rest in peace
till you get them an award
for having an entire
orchestra inside their body.
It’ll work.
The nose-pickers: Do I
need to elaborate on this
one? Really? Keep a torch
handy. The moment they
start digging for the treasure,
volunteer to help them look for
it. Tell them you are willing to
even try taking it out for them if
they agree to give you 50%.
Sorry, that was gross. But
needed.
Sonal Kalra plans to write a
book on how utterly boring life
would be if everyone behaved
with good manners. Mail her,
if you agree, at sonal.kalra
@hindustantimes.com,
facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra
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Time to negate ill effects of Saturn

ometimes we experience
the worst unprecedented
consequences in our life.
Should we blame that
particular time or blame the
timing when we sowed seeds
for such circumstances? It is
the latter part which is to be
blamed but this can be
controlled. A person commits
a crime and gets caught by the
police. The judge sends him to
the jail. For the culprit, the
police and the judge are evil
as they have put him behind
the bars. But, the evil had
engulfed him when he had
decided to commit the crime,
and it was at its peak when he
committed the crime.
Astrologically, the period
when the criminal committed
the crime was bountiful. It
must have happened in a
relatively good period. The
period when he succumbed to
the crime occurred in the
adverse transit of Shani. And
for this reason, many get
more scared of Shani than
other planets. Every planet,
beneficial or not, has a dark
side. The activated darker
side induces the native to go
in for unethical activities,
which pay dividends. The
native goes gaga about it
thanking the almighty for the
terrific period, but he forgets
that the law (Shani) will catch

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Rana Dagubatti

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Diljeet Dosanjh

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Sushant Singh Rajput

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Janhvi Kapoor

Crystal clarity of mind and intelligence enables you to
handle many aspects simultaneously and also keep
things in perspective. You are likely to go over details,
agreements and projects with a toothcomb and
outline a clear plan of action. Beware of selfish and
conceited people who pretend to be your friends.
Don’t allow intellectual pride to alienate you from old
associates. You bring order in chaotic situations by
clearing any confusion or blocks. Personal
relationships have a contented feeling that permeates
through the family. You may enrol for an academic
programme to enhance your professional skills.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colour: Daffodil Yellow

Unexpected happenings at work and wonderful
surprises at home keep you happy and busy. Since this
is a time of change you need to move into it rather
than resist it. You can make breakthroughs in stuck
situations or destructive patterns by becoming aware
and moving right out of them. A new vision in
business and a fresh perspective in relationships is
needed for things to change positively. Don’t allow
life and patterns to repeat mindlessly. Birth of a new
consciousness takes you to a higher vantage point.
Visitors or communications from overseas you have
been waiting for are likely to arrive this week.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Royal Blue

You relax comfortably in the beautiful world you have
created around you this week! You may allow a person
you care about, to take front place but take charge of
everything in the background. You spread joy and
happiness to people around you. You share hospitality
and memorable times with friends and family. You are
ambitious and persevering when trying to achieve
perfection in professional ventures. It’s time to live
intensely and share your richness with others. Be
silent, meditative and peaceful in natural
surroundings to rejuvenate your energy! Beware of a
capricious woman who could deplete your energy.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Soft Green

You view life from a broad perspective! Travel
overseas and connections in far off places are revived.
You may be exposed to media and get involved in
multifarious activity. You arrive at a synthesis or the
essence of the question or problem itself in a personal
relationship. Since you are able to crystallise issues
resolution is not far behind. Patience and
perseverance are great virtues when people you love
go through uncertain moods for a short time. You
experience and experiment with different ideas,
activities, systems, diets, fitness routines and
pastimes before adopting them.
Lucky Number: 21 Good Colour: Midnight Blue

DAILY HOROSCOPE
Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find yourself in a
happy situation, as far as
finances are concerned.
Th
here is much that
rremains to be done at
work, so manage
your time well.
Tensions with
spouse threaten to
sspoil the domestic
atmosphere today. You
atm
may plan a business-cumleisure trip. Possession of a
property may come to you.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Metallic Blue

Health remains good. Those
facing cash crunch are likely
to find their monetary
con
ndition improving.
SSomeone in the family
is likely to do you
proud. Overseas
journey may
materialise for some.
Some of you are likely
to b
become owners of a
landed property. For some,
frustrations cannot be ruled
out on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Pink

Good returns can be
expected by your initiative
on the health front. Your
professional excellence
will help promote
w
your name and
attract clients. This
is a good day to
spend driving round
tthe countryside.
Remember that your
Rem
preparation will become the
key to your good showing
on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Your active lifestyle will
ensure that you remain fit
and energetic. Opportunities
for investing in some
good schemes may
come to you soon.
Professional worries
are likely to mount
for some. A family
gathering is in the
me
offing. Your dream home
may turn into reality soon.
Winning a monetary prize in
a competition seems real.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Golden Brown

A helping hand to someone
in monetary need is likely to
give you immense inner
satisfaction. Your
willingness to take
the initiative at
work is likely to
impress superiors.
Personal relationship
with someone may
our
come in the way of your
extending a helping hand to
them. A vacation is likely to
proceed as per plans.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Saffron

It will be important to
choose an exercise routine
that is in sync with your
lifestyle. Financially,
you are likely to
break even in a new
venture. You may
not get the consent
for something you
desire on the
u
professional front. You
can become a source of
inspiration for your child or
a family youngster.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

PHOTO: HTCS
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hold of him, eventually.
Shani is an auditor and
scrutinizer of our Karma, and
is merciless, whereas, the
other so-called beneficial
planets, when wrongly
activated, force the native to
go for unethical gains. Please
understand, the darker side
of the most benefic planets
(exalted, functional benefices
or otherwise) of a horoscope
are the principal significator
of miseries. The native is
bound to get through the
disciplinary sword of Saturn.
The murkier side of Mercury
will infuse decline in abstract
mental thinking, leading to
fantasies, confusion,
immature behaviour and even
insanity. A shadowy Jupiter
shall indulge in pomp and
show and will make the native
incur colossal expenditure. A
dusky Venus can bring
discord in marriage, and the
native seeks pleasure out of
the marital bond. Shady side

of Mars makes the native
argumentative and makes
him prone to wage war on
others without reason. The
dark side of moon leads to
fickleness, intolerance and
orthodoxy. The dusky side of
the sun leads to gain from the
government, illegally. Saturn
audits the Karma in respect to
the deeds committed by him
in the era of the different
planets, and there is no planet
that can pardon the verdict of
Saturn. A planned journey
that follows after a horoscope
reading is the best way to
negate the ills of Saturn.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Visit:
www.vinaybajrangi.com; Call:
9278665588 or 9278555588; Blog:
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog.
Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains satisfactory.
Money from other sources is
likely to boost earnings and
kee
ep you financially
ssound. Your
willingness for work
is likely to make you
the favourite of
superiors. Your wellwishers can force you
w
into something that will
ultimately benefit you. Avoid
getting overstrained on a
long journey.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Brown

A side business will start
giving good returns and add
to your wealth. You will
rem
main a step ahead of
what the boss thinks
w
of and impress them.
You can be treated
to something special
at home. Commuting
can become a hassle
for tthose travelling long
distance. Prospects of
getting a piece of property
at bargain price look bright.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Silver

Some of you may turn your
attention towards health to
keep fit. Earning good
mo
oney is indicated for
tthose into business.
You may get the
opportunity to
return a favour to a
workplace colleague.
Changes required at
C
home may be given the
hom
go ahead. Your well-wishers
will keep your flag flying
high on the social front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Dark Brown

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Monetary problems are likely
to multiply as savings
evaporate. You may have to
find time to cope up
with incomplete work
at work today. A
family reunion may
be on the cards, so
plan your leave. This
is a good time to plan
a short vacation. An
addition or alteration to the
house may commence soon
under your supervision.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Violet

Insistence on healthy habits
will be key to remaining fit
and energetic. Someone on
the business front may
take you for a ride by
promising much, but
delivering little. A
family youngster
may need guidance,
but do some with a
ely
soft glove. You are likely
to enjoy a long drive with
friends. Commuting
problems get resolved.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Light Blue

You find an improvement in
your health and feel more
energetic. An earning
me
opportunity may com
along for those into
business and
traders. It will be
fun travelling with
friends and family
today. Exciting
company is likely to
make a journey pleasurable.
Booking a house or a plot is
possible.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream
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I want to dance around trees in a
chiffon sari: Ankita Lokhande

‘I WAS TAKING
A BREATHER
FROM TV’

Juhi Chakraborty

n the two years that she was
missing from the tube,
Debina Bonnerjee says that
it was a welcome breather.
She also reveals that she had
developed an interest in
making content for the digital
medium so her time away from
television was fruitfully
utilised.
“I was always around so I
don’t really know if you can
call it a ‘comeback’. I was also
busy with my YouTube
channel and doing ad films
and shows, and wasn’t really
missing out on anything. I
know the grind of TV is almost
24 hours, which is why I was
taking a breather. Also the
shows that I was being offered
were either not creatively

I

satisfactory or the shooting
locations were really far-off. I
consciously did not want to
pick roles like these,” says
Debina, who is back on TV
playing an antagonist in a
supernatural show.
On her YouTube channel,
Debina covers a wide range of
topics like travel, beauty,
skincare, fashion, etc.
Coincidentally, she started her
channel after one of her hard
disks crashed. The hard disk
had her documented
memories of her trips with
husband and actor Gurmeet
Choudhary. Debina explains,
“We (Gurmeet and I) are
extensive travellers and I
would record travel and
personal memories and keep
them on my hard disk. When it
crashed, I could not retrieve

any of my data and that
prompted me to put
everything out there on the
Internet so that it is secure for
ever. After I launched the
channel, I did my extra bit and
started editing the videos
properly and shooting the
whole thing in a proper
sequence. Social media has a
wide range of audience, and I

he started her big screen
career with a period
drama, a very unusual
choice, one could say, for an
actor. And Ankita Lokhande
did justice to her role of soldier
Jhalkari Bai in Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi. But now,
the actor is ready to explore the
hardcore commercial space in
her upcoming projects.
“I want to do a proper
commercial film. I want to
dance around trees and wear a
chiffon sari (laughs) . I have
grown up watching that kind of
cinema and I have no problem
in doing typical Bollywood
films,” she shares.
But what about the whole
‘audience wants to see
meaningful cinema’ debate?
“Well, commercial films can
fall into that category as well.
People want to watch good
content and drama, and not
anything artificial because you
don’t connect with such films. I
am going to go with the flow,”
adds the actor.
While she is yet to announce
her second film, Ankita admits
that after
such a strong debut, she does
not want to rush into
things. “I’ve become very
choosy because Jhalkari Bai
was so impactful. Whatever I
choose to do next has to be
equally inspiring. People are
coming with really good scripts
and I’m [enjoying] reading
those. They are very powerful.
I am getting many womenoriented films,” she says.
Ankita took up a role in her
debut film that wasn’t the lead.

S

Debina Bonnerjee is back on
television with a supernatural
show where she plays an
antagonist. Reveals that she
was working on her YouTube
channel in her two-year break
Sneha Mahadevan

03

had this amazing realisation
that YouTube is still one of
the most used social media
platforms in India. My
YouTube channel consists
of what I really I am: my
travel, my thought and the
process of beauty and
skincare, along with
fashion.”
n

Is she making extra effort and
looking to bag lead roles now?
“I don’t think like that,” she
says, adding, “I may not have
played the main character in
my film but my role was very

impactful. Even if you do a
character role, you have to
perform like you are the main
person. Ultimately, it is up to
you how you handle the
characters.”

I have become very
choosy because
Jhalkari Bai was so
impactful. Whatever I
choose to do next, has
to be equally inspiring.
People are coming up
with really good scripts.
ANKITA LOKHANDE, ACTOR

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Nothing shocks my father: Swara
Sneha Mahadevan
hen Swara Bhasker’s
father, Chitrapu Uday
Bhaskar, was in
Mumbai paying her a visit, the
actor decided to come up with a
fun video for Father’s Day. In
the video, which will be
released today, Swara asked
her followers to ask questions
that they would generally feel
uncomfortable asking their
parents. Her father will then be
seen answering a few of those

W

questions. Swara says she
wanted her followers to know
about her father. “I’m
extremely close to both my
parents. When my mom was
away in New York doing her
PhD at NYU, my Dad took care
of my brother and me. So there
was never any ‘can’t- discussthis-with-dad’ kind of feeling in
me. We have a very open
relationship and talk about
everything. We thought of this
concept because my dad is a
great giver of advice and he is a

practical man who is not easily
shocked. I thought it might be
nice to share that side of him
with my followers and
viewers,” she says.
She adds that this video is a
tribute to her father and the
friendship they have shared
over the past couple of years. “I
think it’s very important to
have a strong and stable
father figure — especially for
girls. It makes one stable,
secure and confident as a
person. I think my parents are

the reason I’m a relatively
fearless person today. My
father gave me the most
precious advice that a father
can give a daughter growing up
— ‘You don’t have to do
anything you don’t want to’.
This video, for me, is a
celebration of our
relationship,” she concludes.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, JALANDHAR/PUNJAB
S UN DAY, J UN E 1 6 , 2 0 1 9

INDULGE

ON SUNDAY
■

■

IMAGE MAKEOVER
Dum Pukht revolutionised Indian food, thus
popularising the use of single servings of
purdah biryanis

■

FAMILY GUY
Jiggs (centre) with (anticlockwise from right) his wife Lovjeet,
son Zorawar and daughter-in-law Dildeep

WHAT’S IN A NAME
With the success of Masala Library, that
uses Jiggs’s name, his reputation soared
among a new generation

The Legend Of Jiggs Kalra

■

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
Irrespective of the fact that Zorawar
Kalra’s (standing) success was his
own, he never stopped crediting his
father Jiggs Kalra

HE WAS never a chef but he created the cult of the celebrity chef and transformed restaurant cuisine forever

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

A

ll too often we don’t realise
how much esteem the world
has for our friends until it
is almost too late. I was
reminded of this a week ago when
Jiggs Kalra went off to that great
kitchen in the city.
The last time I saw Jiggs was
some months ago. Manav Thadani,
who organises the Hotel Operations
Summit India (HOSI) every year,
asked me if I would conduct a conversation on stage with Jiggs and his
restaurateur son Zorawar.
I said I would be happy to do it
but there were practical difficulties.
It was no secret that Jiggs had not
been well. He had been confined to a
wheelchair for years, and his various
ailments meant that he was often not
in a talkative mood. Would he be willing to turn up at the appointed hour
and speak to a roomful of hoteliers?
Manav said he had asked Zorawar
who had checked with his dad and they
would both be glad to do it. I was a little
surprised and decided that if Jiggs
was not in great form that morning, I
would steer the conversation towards
Zorawar and we would be okay.
The day of the conference, I
turned up in the green room to find a
bright and bubbly Jiggs, full of laughter and jokes.
It had been years since I had seen
him so cheery.
As it turned out, the conference
session was a spectacular success. It
was as though the Jiggs of 20 years
ago had suddenly returned. He told
stories, revealed culinary secrets, was
characteristically irreverent and had
the audience eating out of the palm of
his hand. Zorawar and I were support-

ing actors in the Jiggs Kalra Show.
When the session ended, the
audience (many of whom were of a
generation that had never seen Jiggs
before) rose to its feet and gave him a
standing ovation that wouldn’t stop.
Zorawar had tears in his eyes.
Even Jiggs was nearly crying when
we wheeled him off stage. For
Zorawar, it was the joy of seeing his
father recognised by the industry.
For Jiggs, it was the reassurance
that even though he had been out of
action for years, the notoriously fickle hotel business still honoured his
enormous contribution to the Indian
food scene.
When news of Jiggs’s passing
broke, I was not surprised by the massive outpouring of grief that followed.
I knew by then that Jiggs had become
a legend in the hospitality business.
His family loved him of course. His
friends loved him. But we were not
alone. The world loved him too.
When I first met Jiggs in the early
1980s, neither of us had any idea of
what a big deal he would eventually
become. Jiggs had started out in regular journalism (with Khushwant
Singh’s The Illustrated Weekly of
India) and had moved on, nearly a
decade later, to becoming a full-time
food specialist. While his food journalism was fine, there wasn’t much
call for food writers in those days.
So Jiggs became an all-round food

■

IN GOOD BOOKS
Jiggs Kalra’s cookbook Prashad is a
treasure trove of recipes from the most
talented Indian chefs

expert. In that era (the 1980s), Indian
food was divided into three categories: what we ate at home, what the
great cooks of the streets and the traditional restaurants served up and
the cuisine they taught at Catering
College. Nearly all hotel kitchens
were run by Catering College graduates who were all content to turn out
roughly the same sort of food at restaurant after restaurant.
Jiggs is the man who broke that
pattern. He had enormous respect for
individual chefs at hotels but little
patience with the standard Catering
College menu. Fortunately, he found
managers who were willing to experiment. As he told us at HOSI that day,
Rajiv Kaul (now of the Leela; then
with the Oberoi group) was one of
the first hoteliers to encourage him
to discover great home cooks and
wonderful traditional chefs and to
organise food festivals based on their
cuisine. Later, both Ajit Kerkar and
Camellia Panjabi of the Taj group
began hiring Jiggs to rejig their
menus and to break with the hotel
food of old.
Jiggs loved it. He travelled all
over India, discovering such institutions
as
Lucknow’s
Tunde
Kababwalla whose fame had not
spread beyond their own cities and
bringing them and their dishes to
national attention. He struck up
friendships with the more talented
hotel chefs (Arvind Saraswat of the
Taj, for one) and worked with them to
develop food ideas.
A TV show and a definitive cookbook (Prashad: Cooking with Indian
Masters), based on the recipes of the
masters, emerged from those adventures And Jiggs’s most successful
collaboration was probably his time
with ITC.
The chain always had superlative
Indian food. Bukhara was famous
even in the mid-1980s and the cuisine
at the Maurya’s Mayur restaurant
was excellent. But ITC had never
quite learned how to take its food to
the next level.
That is where Jiggs came in. He
worked closely with Manjit Gill (who
was then executive chef of the
Maurya) to create a new restaurant to
be called Dum Pukht. The inspiration
came from the Lucknow style of
cooking (mainly biryani) in steam
but Jiggs and Manjit worked together

on many new dishes such as a raan in
pastry, a sort of Goat Wellington. (It
had rum in the marinade and cocktail onions in the stuffing.)
Jiggs persuaded ITC that all
great restaurants needed to be
helmed by chefs. ITC already had
Imtiaz Qureshi, a former Lucknow
wedding caterer, who was chef at
Mayur. Imtiaz was (and still is) brilliant but he had never been given the
platform that Jiggs and Manjit gave
him. They designed the Dum Pukht
concept around him and ITC even
put his photo in the ads for the restaurant – a pivotal moment for Indian
chefs who had never before been
granted this level of recognition.
With Imtiaz as its face, Dum
Pukht revolutionised Indian food,
popularising the use of single servings of purdah biryanis (till then
biryani had been made in large pots,
not in individual servings), creating
the craze for kakori kebabs and
teaching us that the cuisine of
Lucknow was far more advanced
than the bogus Punjabi food most
North Indian restaurants served.
Jiggs did not always have it easy.
He was as short tempered as he could
be charming and eventually nearly
every chef he worked with began to
resent him, believing that it was
their talent that counted for everything and arguing that they did not
need Jiggs.
It was a foolish argument that
ignored the great contribution that
Jiggs had made. Few of the resentful
chefs realised that Jiggs was professional enough to create restaurants
that would outlive individual chefs. It is
years since Imtiaz has cooked at Delhi’s
Dum Pukht, for instance, but the food
just keeps getting better. And most of
the angry chefs have been forgotten
while Jiggs became an institution.
In later years as his health began
to fail and his mobility began to be
restricted, Jiggs was less adventurous but just as influential. He welcomed the 1990s and the era of liberalisation (and food ingredient
imports) by creating the Salmon
Tikka at the Hyatt’s Aangan restaurant in Delhi. Few Indian chefs had
much experience with such cold
water fish as salmon but Jiggs adapted his style to global ingredients and
the Salmon Tikka is now cooked by
chefs everywhere, most of whom

■

FACE TIME
Chef Imtiaz Qureshi was Jiggs’s first choice
for Dum Pukht

don’t realise that Jiggs invented it.
Just when his old friends thought
that ill health would put an end to
Jiggs’s activities, the Kalra name
suddenly had a new lease of life. His
son Zorawar opened the successful
Punjab Grill restaurant chain (which
he later sold to Lite Bite Foods, its
current owners) and freely acknowledged his debt to his father.
Then he opened Masala Library
in Mumbai and though the restaurant focused on modern Indian cuisine of the sort that was never Jiggs’s
forte, Zorawar insisted on calling it
“Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra ”.
When the restaurant became a success, Jiggs’s reputation soared
among a new generation.
I asked Jiggs a couple of years ago
how it felt not to be remembered so
much for his greatest achievements
(his role in bringing the food of the
streets to restaurants, elevating

The Talents Of The Trailhawk

■

JEEP’S NEW Compass variant is extremely versatile, as at home in the city as off-road

■

PARTNERS IN CRIME
Jiggs worked closely with ITC Maurya’s
chef Manjit Gill

Lucknow’s cuisine at hotels, the
Salmon Tikka, etc.) but to have become
a household name on the basis of
Zorawar’s later success. “He has made
me so proud,” he said emotionally.
And certainly, Jiggs could not
have asked for a better son than
Zorawar and a better daughter-in-law
than Dildeep, Zorawar’s wife, who
looked after him with touching care
and devotion. No matter how successful he’s become, and no matter that
his success was his own, Zorawar
never stopped crediting his father.
Jiggs came along at a time when
Indian cuisine needed someone to bring
it all together and to take it to global
standards. He became that person.
And so every time you go to an
Indian restaurant anywhere in the
world and read the menu, think of
my old friend Jiggs Kalra.
Had he not been around, that
menu would have been very different.

SMOOTH SAILING
This car comes with a dedicated ‘Rock’
mode, which lets you tackle rocks

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

T

here are SUVs and there
are Jeeps. And then there
are ‘Trail Rated’ Jeeps. It’s
a badge of honour given
to those Jeeps with exceptional offroad capabilities and the Trailhawk
version of the Jeep Compass, that’s
just been launched, belongs to this
elite breed.
To see if the Trailhawk has
earned its ‘Trail Rated’ emblem,
which sits discreetly on the side of
the car, I spent an afternoon in a
secluded pocket of the Western
Ghats around 30km from Lonavla,
clambering up muddy slopes, slithering down mountain sides, crawling over rocky river beds and fording small streams. In this terrain,
the Trailhawk felt as comfortable as
a mountain goat and I was shocked
by how easily it traipsed across the
obstacle-strewn off-road course
without even breaking a sweat.
Underpinning
the
rugged
Trailhawk are tough 4x4 mechani-

cals, which include a ‘low range’
gearbox to pull you out of sticky situations and a dedicated ‘Rock’ mode,
which lets you tackle well, rocks.

TOUGH TALK
What’s interesting is that at a time
when manufacturers are ditching
4x4 systems in their SUVs, Jeep has
given us the ultimate off-roader. But
why launch a hard core off-roader
when only 10 per cent of Trailhawk
customers at the most, will dirty
their wheels?
It’s more to do with the brand
than anything else. Let’s not forget
the heritage of Jeep, which is rooted
in World War II where it started life
as ‘General Purpose’ or GP vehicle
(from which the name Jeep was
derived) and played a pivotal role in
the Allied victory. And it’s this indestructible go-anywhere image, born

on a battle field, that is an intrinsic
part of the 80-year-old brand’s DNA,
which the American car maker
wants to flaunt.
Besides, with not many serious
4x4s in this category, the Trailhawk
is the de facto choice in the ₹25-30
lakh price bracket for off-roading
enthusiasts.

HITS AND MISSES
The Trailhawk doesn’t look much
different from the regular Compass
except for a slightly higher stance
(for better ground clearance), beefier all-terrain tyres and a matt black
patch on the bonnet, which helps to
cut glare on inclines.
The interior of the Trailhawk is
pretty much the same as the standard Compass except for the allblack cabin theme. Splashes of red,
a signature Trailhawk colour, add

some colour to the cabin and details
like the red double-stitching on the
seats, steering and door pads, and
red accents around the instrument
cluster, gear lever and speakers, look
great. Cabin quality is very good,
like in the regular Compass, and the
generous use of soft touch plastics
gives an upmarket feel.
However, interior space isn’t the
most generous and the rear seat in
particular falls short of the space
you expect in a ₹25 lakh plus car.
Though the Trailhawk is the
most expensive Compass variant, it
misses out on certain features like a
powered driver’s seat, and auto
headlights and wipers, available in
the Limited Plus variant, one down
in the Compass range. You also have
to pay extra for the panoramic sunroof, which is standard on the
Limited Plus.

That said, the Trailhawk gets
some extra equipment like Bi-Xenon
headlights, keyless go, cruise control and for the first time, on-board
navigation. Android Auto and Apple
CarPlay also debut on the Trailhawk
as does a 7.0-inch multi-information
display and engine start/stop.

OUT AND ABOUT
However, for majority of Trailhawk
customers, the big news is not the
enhanced 4x4 abilities but the long
awaited 9-speed automatic gearbox
that is finally available with the
Compass’ diesel engine. The auto
transmission with its smooth and
imperceptible gearshifts makes the
Compass far more user-friendly and
convenient to drive, especially in
traffic.
The 2.0 litre diesel engine too
has been upgraded to meet the more

stringent ‘BS6’ emission regulations
before they come into effect on April
1, 2020. In the process, Jeep has also
made the engine significantly quieter and smoother for a better drive.
The suspension has been modified
as well to give the Compass a plusher ride. All these changes come
together to make the Compass an
extremely versatile SUV, which on
the one hand will make light work of
dense, potholed city roads and if
you’re up for it, will let you explore
the country in a way you never
thought possible.
Priced upwards of ₹25 lakh, the
Trailhawk may seem expensive for
its size, but no other SUV has the
same swath of talents.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior and much
loved auto journalists in India, and is editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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ON SUNDAY

Coming Home To Dad
MEET THREE single fathers, whose unique situations have made them break gender stereotypes and assume

the roles of guide, guardian and givers of unconditional parental

M

others
nurture,
fathers
provide...
there are a set of
gender-speciﬁc roles
that we’ve been conditioned to
believe. But how do you apply
roles and rules of parenting

when it’s just one of them?
Parenting is challenging in itself,
and single parenting comes with
its own set of obstacles. It’s one
parent for two!
HT
This
Father’s
Day,
Magazine turns the spotlight on

“I love Daddy because
he takes me out to
new places, buys me
ice creams and tells
me bedtime stories!”
—Ishan (4)

Photo: ARTOGRAPHY BY T

FITSPIRATION
Mayank’s parents stay with him, and
they’re elderly, so his life is about caring
for his kid as well as his parents. His
parents moved from Meerut post his
separation, and have been immensely

Shahana on Soul Dads to encourage
single dads to express themselves and
seek support,” he says.
He believes the maternal energy can
never be replaced, all you can do is be the
father. “Of course she misses her mother,
but my family has been very supportive
towards us and she’s in a good space,” he
smiles.

LIFE WITH MY BOY
Mayank recalls a rather amusing
anecdote, when Ishan wanted to
sleep on top of him. “He put his head
on my chest, and said ‘Papa, you’re
not soft’. I mean… I didn’t know what
to say! I told him to put his head on
my stomach, but he wasn’t entirely
happy. So I started keeping a very

›

THE FITSPIRATIONAL FATHER

S

single fatherhood, and brings
together three stories of men
who have chosen to be the mother
and the father to their offspring,
and if given the choice of a
different life, would still choose
the daddy life, every single day...

Also, every weekend, Mayank
tries to take Ishan to a new place,
or they engage in a new activity
together. “I make sure he experiences
new things. We undertake a bus or a
train journey together, go to a new
coffee shop or watch movies together.
Sometimes, when my parents aren’t
home, we put on some music and
break into a crazy dance!” he laughs.

MAYANK KAPOOR, 36, WITH SON ISHAN, 4
Faced with being Dad and Mom to
a four-year-old after separation,
Mayank took help from books for his
son and ran marathons for himself !
ince his separation, two years ago,
Mayank Kapoor has been taking
care of his four-year-old son, Ishan,
by himself. Of course, the focus of his
life changed, but Mayank, who is a
Bengaluru-based software engineer,
chose the healthiest way to go through
this change – by reading books on
parenting and becoming a ﬁt dad.
“Co-parenting allows you to play
good cop-bad cop in the sense that if one
is angry, the other paciﬁes. But alone,
you’ve to be both. I’ve become extremely
patient and disciplined. You don’t take
things for granted. In fact, my typical
Sunday goes in planning the week ahead
from Monday to Friday!” he says.

By Samreen Tungekar

supportive of his life. “I realised I’ve to
take care of both my parents and my
child, so I have to be physically ﬁt. I
started running marathons, taking care
of my diet and making sure I’m strong. It
was a major change because I had never
taken up running before that,” he adds.
He can’t stay away from his son, but
Mayank understands the importance
of self-preservation. “When Ishan is
visiting his mother for a week or so
during the year, I take off on a solo trip,
I go for Himalayan treks. This change
in my life has also brought out a new
side of me: my love for trekking and
the digital detox for a week, no phones
allowed!” he smiles.
BOOKS ON MY MIND
Ishan, being only two, took his time
to settle in after this sudden change.
And to help him, says Mayank, “I
actually got in touch with a few moms
to understand how to go through these
changes better…. But one thing that’s
helped me a lot is books on parenting.
I learnt a lot from them and also by
simply talking to people,” he says.

“Co-parenting allows
you to play good copbad cop. But alone, you have
to be both!” —Mayank Kapoor,
software engineer, Bengaluru
soft pillow, and he was good,” he
laughs.
Mayank’s been learning cooking
too for his son. “When I started
reading about parenting, about food, I
thought it’s a good idea to know how
to make what he eats,” he says.
BEING SINGLE DAD
Even though single fatherhood is
still a bit uncommon Mayank is
happy to see people around him being
supportive and always reaching out to
him. “It surprises people, but no one
has ever reacted oddly. In fact, they’ve
always been supportive, personally
and even on the Internet,” he says.
Mayank feels that life throws
us many unexpected challenges and
separation is one of the toughest
ones. “And if you have a child, it
becomes even more important
that he or she doesn’t get adversely
affected by the change in your life,”
he says.

ON THE ROAD
Chetan and Shahana are travel buddies,
and take trips together often. “We go
for quick getaways where we engage
in activities that help us grow together.
One time, we went to Auroville where
we did a camp that was about parents
and children. There was a session
that helped us learn a lot about what’s
missing in one’s relationship with the
child. It helped me understand my
emotional connect with Shahana,” he
recalls.
Chetan believes in a more nontraditional way of education. So, he
took his daughter to a boarding school
outside Mumbai. When he asked her if
she’d like to be enrolled there, she said,
‘I’d love to go, but I don’t want to leave
you alone right now.’ Coming from an
eight-year-old, it left me in tears…,” he
shares.

“He has always taken
all the sadness away
from me and been
so brave to keep me
strong. Daddy is
the bravest!”
—Shahana (9)

TRAVEL BUDDIES FOR LIFE!
CHETAN SHAH, 43, AND SHAHANA, 9
Parenting is a process. And, Chetan
Shah shows us how blogging,
focusing on the self and taking trips
together could strengthen fatherdaughter bonds.

still do the same, but he chooses not to.
“I don’t feel like it anymore and have no
complaints about not being able to go out
the same way,” he adds.

A

THE MENTAL JOURNEY
Going through his separation, Chetan
dealt with a lot of anxiety and he could
see it affecting his daughter. “My mind
was all over the place and I’d see it was
affecting Shahana in a very big way.
My problem was I was trying to ﬁx
everything externally. I continued with
my old habits – going out, partying etc.
And it only confused me further. It was
only when I took control of my emotions,
and my daughter saw the transformation
happening within me, that things started
falling in place.”
Today, his daughter is his priority,
but he also focuses on himself. “I
started blogging about my journey
and the relationship I share with

fter being married for 12 years,
Mumbai-based
businessman
Chetan Shah and his wife started
living separately four years ago. His
daughter Shahana (aged nine now),
was ﬁve years old when their lives
changed, and it was just her with
her dad. The couple got divorced this
year but Chetan believes that his
transformation post his separation
has been spiritual in a way.
“I had to rely on people for doing
things for her, but eventually I was
able to take control. My focus is her
upbringing. I realised parenting is a 20year commitment, at the least!” he says.
Also, Chetan had an active social life.
He’d hang out with friends often and can

PEER PRESSURE
Although Chetan doesn’t want to
date, or be in a relationship, but
people deﬁnitely see the need! “It’s
always peer pressure. Your friends
and family want you to meet someone.
They’re in a relationship, and they
don’t want you to be left out. They
don’t realise that you’ve been through
it. You’d want someone in your whole
being, not just to ﬁll a vacuum in
your life. You can’t ﬁll gaps in your
life with someone. We’re told we need
someone, but sometimes, you don’t!”
he says.
Talking about gender-set roles, he
says: “We’re made to believe that the
mother is the caregiver, and the dad
is the provider. But it’s really about
the situation. If the roles are reversed
and the father has to mother the child,
he’ll do his best. We are conditioned
in a way that not much importance is
given to dads taking care of the kids,”
he feels.

ON MY PHONE
to be patient with kids, especially
such a young child,” he smiles.
The
support
from
his
familytoohasbeenimmense.“Aarya
calls my sister-in-law ‘mumma’. My
parents and my brother have been
really supportive in helping me
heal, and ﬁll that void,” he adds.
Aarya and Piyush have their
father-daughter
time,
where
Piyush takes her out to play and
ensures she interacts with other
kids as well. “I’m teaching her to
ride a bicycle these days. I also play
dollhouse with her, so I know all
about Elsa, Barbie and the gang!”
he says.
Even
as
a
four-year-old,
Piyush’s
daughter
is
quite
fashionable. “She wants to wear
clothes and accessories that only
she likes. I’ve learnt to wrap my
head around that. I didn’t know

PLAYING DRESS UP
PIYUSH SAXENA, 39, AND AARYA, 4
Piyush Saxena has mastered
the three P’s of
raising a
daughter: patience, perseverance
and playing dollhouse!
urugram-based IT manager
Piyush Saxena’s life hit a
roadblock when he suddenly lost his
wife to a kidney infection in 2017. His
daughter Aarya was just two years
old then.
“We’re still clueless as to what
exactly happened to my wife. It was
just kidney stones.... My wife and I
had had a lot of discussions about her
education and life, and this incident
just changed everything. I went
through a period of denial about her
death, thereafter and Aarya would
stand in the balcony looking for her
mother. After three months, I decided
to move to Chandigarh, to another
company, thinking it’ll be okay to
manage my daughter, who was back
here in Gurugram with my brother, his
wife and my parents,” he says.

G
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Sarika, that you admire the
most is...?
That they are both really artistic.

›
Photo: SANCHIT KHANNA

“I love my papa
because… because
he is very smart!”
—Aarya (4)

LAST THING I GOOGLED : Thomas Shelby from
Peaky Blinders
MOST USED APP : WhatsApp
MOST WATCHED YOUTUBE VIDEO: Old episodes
of Jem and the Holograms (1985)
LEAST USED APP: The document scanning app.
FIRST SONG ON MY SPOTIFY:
Everything In Its Right Place
by Radiohead

NOT WITHOUT MY DAUGHTER
But within a few months, Piyush
decided to move back when he
realised that Aarya had started
missing him as well. “I felt I
shouldn’t be away from my kid
and came back. We put her in a
playschool and it actually helped –
she was busy with school activities
then,” he adds.
From co-parenting to single
parenting, Piyush’s life and daily
routine have undergone some
obvious changes. “When it was my
wife and I, my wife took care of
everything, from her vaccination
schedule to her eating habits. But
now my professional life too revolves
around her. I’ve let go of offers that
might need more time because I want
to devote more time and attention to
Aarya,” he says.
Raising Aarya has also taught
Piyush to be less aggressive. “I’ve
mellowed down, and realise you need

“I didn’t know anything
about combing a girl’s
hair, or dressing her up, but I
have learnt with time.”
—Piyush Saxena, IT manager,
Gurugram
anything about combing her hair,
or dressing her up, but I have learnt
with time,” he laughs.
HI, SOCIETY
Societal pressure to ‘move on for
your child’s sake’ is not uncommon,
and Piyush deﬁnitely got his share
of
advice (unsolicited!) from
people. “There were quite a few
voices advising me to move on
including my relatives. People say
you have to move on before your
child is of a certain age. I’ve learnt
to not react to such statements. It
feels like pressure sometimes. The
truth is, I’m not quite conﬁdent
about moving on just yet, and at
present I’m happy with just my girl
and me!” he smiles.
“The society is still not
open to the idea of a single father.
They don’t feel that a man can raise
his child on his own. When I’ve
told people I’m a single dad, I’m
often met with surprised looks. I
think we need to accept this idea,”
he says.

samreen.tungekar@htlive.com
Follow @BeingFeline on Twitter

List three qualities you look
for in a man.
Intelligence, sense of
humour and clean nails.
And what’s the one
relationship rule you always
follow?
Be honest to yourself and honesty
in the relationship will follow.

What would you say is the sexiest
thing about you ?
Not knowing what makes me sexy,
makes me sexy!
What’s your favourite breakfast
in bed?
I don’t do breakfast in bed, I hate
bringing food into the bed!

PERSONAL AGENDA

Actress and sInger

Shruti Haasan
DATE OF BIRTH SUN SIGN PLACE OF BIRTH FIRST BREAK
January 28

Aquarius

Singing in the film Thevar
Magan (1992) when I was five

Chennai

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

Lady Andal Venkatasubba Rao Matriculation School,
Chennai / Musicians Institute, California
What’s the last show that you
binge-watched?
Peaky Blinders. This is the second
time I am binge watching it. I
absolutely love it.
One song you can’t get out of
your head...?
Dead crush by Alt J.

HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE

When for the first time I sang on stage and
realised that’s what I want to do in life

What’s the best and the worst
thing about Bollywood?
The best and the worst thing in
Bollywood is chaos. We are quite
disorganised, but despite that we still
come up with lots of beautiful ideas.
One quality of your
parents, Kamal Haasan and

And your favourite food on cheat
days...?
South Indian food. I always go for
sambhar and rice.
What’s the ﬁrst thing
you do in bed when you wake up?
Check my phone.
And the last thing...?
I check my phone and set
my alarm.
Your strategy in a crisis...?
I am extremely calm in a crisis, I tend
to panic towards it and after it.
Instagram or Twitter – what works
best for you?
Instagram.
You de-stress by…?
Buying clothes, always!
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh
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‘IT’SA MYTH THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS SERIOUSNESS’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Diljit Dosanjh says as per his experience, turbaned
Sikhs are not being misrepresented in Bollywood
of mouth has also worked well
for us. It’s a great time to be in
the show business.

Dubai vacay for little Alia
Actor Soni Razdan shared this throwback picture, in which
we also spotted her daughter, actor Alia Bhatt. “Throwback
... to God knows when this was. A holiday in Dubai ... can’t
believe sometimes we looked the way we did. And had kids
hanging onto us like little monkeys....#familylove,” she
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN
captioned it.

unjabi actors Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru
Bajwa were in
Chandigarh to promote
their film Shadaa, which is set
to be released on June 21.
Punjabi cinema’s dream girl
and the man of few words
opened up to Hindustan
Times about brain drain in
Punjab, pay gap in the regional
film industry, the reach of
local cinema and more.
Excerpts:

P

QUOTE HANGER
ACTORS LIKE US
ARE DIFFERENT,
OUR APPROACH
TOWARDS
REALITY IS
DIFFERENT FROM
OTHERS

WHEN WE START
OFF, WE DON’T
HAVE RESEARCH
OR BACKGROUND
OF WHAT WE
THINK THE
AUDIENCE LIKES

TAAPSEEPANNU,
ACTOR

EKTA KAPOOR,
PRODUCER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tip Tip Barsa
Paani 2?
Buzz is that the chartbuster,
Tip Tip Barsa Paani from
Mohra (1994), which had
Akshay Kumar alongside
Raveena Tandon, will be
recreated for Akshay’s next!
According to a report on
PeepingMoon, Rohit Shetty
will film the track, whose
rights he has procured, next

Subhashree Nanda

A still from the song
week on Akshay and Katrina
Kaif. They are shooting for
the Hyderabad schedule.

How do you choose
to do a film?
Diljit: If the team is good, I’ll
do the film. For instance, in
Shadaa, I am a wedding
photographer and have a lot of
friends in that business. I
believe I click good pictures, so
things just clicked.
Neeru: For me, the script and
the team matter. Good stories
appeal to the audience, so they
appeal to us as well. When I got
a call about Shadaa and
working with Diljit again, I
said yes. It’s great to work with
old friends.
Has the reach of Punjabi cinema
increased in India and overseas?
Diljit: Good direction, good
acting and most importantly,
good content are the key. Add
to this web platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, where
people sitting overseas can
watch our films. That has
increased the fan base. Word

Good direction, good
acting and most
importantly, good
content are the key.
Add to this web
platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
where people sitting
overseas can watch
our films.

How can clash of screens
between Bollywood and
regional cinema be resolved?
Diljit: The clash is there, but
the intensity of it has lessened
over time, mostly because now
there are multiple-screen
theatres. It’s a little difficult to
get more screens outside
Punjab, but within the state
the fan following, demand and
dedication is good. So we get
enough screens here.
Is there a lack of serious cinema
in the Punjabi film industry?
Diljit: The most appreciation
that I have received in my
career is for serious films such
as Punjab 1984. So, it’s not true
that Punjabi films lack
seriousness.
Neeru: No, it’s a myth... a
stereotype. Many serious
issues are being raised
through Punjabi cinema as
well. And those movies are
being accepted, appreciated
and awarded by people.
Do you believe that there is pay
gap in the Punjabi industry?
Neeru: It is. There’s no
denying that. I believe the
issue can be solved if women
actors show solidarity and
don’t accept a project at a
lesser pay. They should stick
together. Male actors should
also support the cause to bring
a change in the current
scenario.
Many believe that turbaned
Sikhs are misrepresented or
shown just for comic element
in Hindi cinema. Do you think
that’s the case?
Diljit: I can’t say anything
about the past, but now I

Mydaddy
strongest

DILJIT DOSANJH, ACTOR
believe it’s not the case. I’m a
turbaned actor and have
bagged good roles because of
that. My movie, Punjab 1984,
which received a national
award was on a serious topic
and on Sikhs. That movie was
the turning point of my career.
My films Phillauri, Soorma
and Udta Punjab had serious
Sikh characters. So, our
representation has changed.
But it’s true that Punjabis are
happy-go-lucky. And there’s
no harm in making people
laugh.

What is your take on more
and more Punjabi youth
settling abroad?
Diljit: Unemployment is a
major reason behind this
trend. Youngsters feel
directionless here, their future
seems unsure. Outside India,
they are getting opportunities,
and have no other option than
to shift base.
Neeru: The situation can be
changed if we generate jobs
here and provide job-oriented
education. Start-ups can be a
good way to create jobs.
n

subhashree.nanda@htlive.com

Neeru Bajwa and singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh in Chandigarh on Saturday.

PHOTO: ANIL DAYAL/HT

Favourite hero for his
daughter. Role model for his
son. On Father’s Day today,
Bollywood stars celebrate the
bond with the special man in
their lives
Actor-filmmaker Pooja
Bhatt with father,
filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt

Actor Athiya Shetty
with father, actor
Suniel Shetty

Actor Taapsee
Pannu with
father Dilmohan
Singh Pannu, a
retired real
estate
professional
Actor Ananya Panday with
father, actor Chunky Panday

Actor Yami
Gautam with
father Mukesh
Gautam, a film
director

Actor Tusshar Kapoor and producer
Ekta Kapoor with their father,
veteran actor Jeetendra

Actor Kriti Sanon with father
Rahul Sanon, a chartered
accountant
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MALWA

VARUN WILL
BE AVERY
GOOD FATHER:
DAVID DHAWAN

Kriti Sanon feels
the ‘item number’
tag is sexist
PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

‘Notcalledanitem
numberwhenSRK
orSalmansirdoit’

HT CITYIVE
EXCLUS

On Father’s Day, we catch up with
industry’s Jodi No. 1 — the Dhawan duo

Shreya Mukherjee
Juhi Chakarborty
his father-son duo makes
for a great director-actor
pair. While filmmaker
David Dhawan is known
for directing massy hits (such
as Hero No.1 and Biwi No.1);
his son, actor Varun Dhawan,
is the hero of the masses (Sui
Dhaaga and Humpty Sharma
Ki Dulhania). As a team, they
have delivered two hits — Main
Tera Hero and Judwaa 2, and
they will soon embark on their
third, Coolie No. 1. On Father’s
Day, today, we catch up with
this adorable and playful Jodi
No.1 of the film industry.
Excerpts:

T

From father-son to director-actor,
was the transition difficult?
DAVID: I treat Varun like I
treat any other actor, rather
worse. If he gives a bad shot, I

reprimand him in front of
everyone... But he is good with
improvisations. In the first
film, he was a little nervous.
But in Judwaa 2, he was a full
on commercial hero.
VARUN: And that’s the kind of
relationship I want to share
with every director. I’m very
selfish when it comes to my
films. My endeavour is to push
myself... Working with dad is
an extremely satisfying
experience, creatively. Also, he
pushes me to think.

One quality of each other that you
wish you had...
VARUN: The way he faces
adversity. After every failure,
he has come back stronger. I
remember in 2000s, his career
had a bad dip and almost three
consecutive films didn’t work,
he was written off. Then, he
came back with a massive hit,

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. He has
never waited for big stars. I
wish I had that quality. I don’t
want to only wait for big
directors. I want to be able to do
well with new directors or with
those whose previous films
haven’t done well.
DAVID: The way he looks
after his body, I wish I had that
quality (laughs). I can’t resist
good food and he’s like ‘what
are you trying to do’?

On Father’s Day, we want to ask
you, David, how do you think Varun
will be as a father, when he does
become one?
DAVID: I know he will be a
very good father. Niyara (Rohit
Dhawan’s one-year-old
daughter), loves him.
VARUN: I’m already doing
everything — from changing
nappies to things one does
when raising a baby, with my

niece. But I don’t want her to
see me as ‘old chachu’. I hope
she thinks I am cool (laughs).

Was it always planned that Varun
would take up acting and be part of
Bollywood just like you?
DAVID: He was a very
naughty kid. I didn’t know
what profession he’d take up. I
certainly didn’t know it would
be acting. One fine day, he tells
us (the family) he is going to be
a hero. I’ve been in the film
industry for 40 years and I had
no clue that my son was
interested in my profession! He
hid it from me.
VARUN: I was hiding partly
because since childhood, my
mother has raised both me and
my brother [Rohit Dhawan] as
self-dependent kids. And she
used to tell me stories about my
father, his struggle and how he
made it big in life. I understood

that there was no substitute for
hard work. So, when I decided
to get into films, I knew that my
father has a good equity and
name and I had to keep that up.
But I didn’t want to do that with
his help...
DAVID: (interrupts) But one
thing is there, when he became
an actor and got a break from
Karan Johar [Student of the
Year; 2012], it gave us a big jolt.
I was like, ‘can he even act?’ I
went to watch his debut and I
told my brother ‘He has turned
an actor’. And then I made up
my mind to work with him.
VARUN: I wanted my second
film to be Badlapur but dad
signed me for his film [Main
Tera Hero] and I couldn’t say
no (laughs).

First Judwaa 2 and now Coolie No.
1, is it only for remakes that you
two team up?

DAVID: It’s not like that, but
yes, I’m more comfortable
doing it with him. All my life
I’ve worked with every hero in
the industry, from Amitabh
Bachchan to Riteish
Deshmukh, over 35 of them.
Now, with my son, I’ve found
the comfort level so I’m
enjoying. If he wasn’t good, I’d
not have cast him, that way I’m
very professional. I told him,
‘Don’t spoil my work’. But he’s
extremely disciplined.
VARUN: I feel the pressure
with every film, not just in
dad’s films. The screenplay of
Coolie No. 1 is outstanding. The
film is coming back after 25
years. The premise has
changed but the essence
remains the same. I wanted to
do the film because of the story
and screenplay. It is going to be
fun working with Sara (Ali
Khan) and Paresh Rawal.

or long, female actors in
the industry have been
grousing over the
appellation ‘item number’
that’s often given to “dance
numbers”. But little seems
to have changed. Now, Kriti
Sanon also adds her voice
to the objection calling
the label “derogatory”
and sexist.
Kriti, who has performed
two special songs — Aao Kabhi
Haveli Pe for Stree (2018), and
Aira Gaira for Kalank, says,
“When Aamir (Khan) sir, Shah
Rukh (Khan) sir or Salman
(Khan) sir perform a special
song in a film, those songs are
never called item numbers.
Then why change that when a
female actor does the same?
This mindset must change.”
She adds, “Why do people
call these songs item numbers

F

is something I really don’t
understand. It doesn’t give
out good vibes. They are
simply dance numbers that
add to the entertainment
factor of the film. These songs
are loved by people. So why
can’t one be a little more
respectful towards those who
make these songs and those
who feature in it?”
The 28-year-old says, “I was
studying to be an engineer
when modelling and acting
happened. I realised that was
my calling because I’ve always
been creative. Also, dancing is
something that I love. So, be it
any dance number, they’re all
really close to my heart, which
is why this ‘item song’ tag is a
little upsetting”
Kriti has Panipat, Arjun
Patiala and Housefull 4 lined
up, but would love “to do a
dance film”, as well.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

‘I admire my dad’s zest for life’

STOP PRESS
AKSHAY REQUESTS FANS
TO KEEP THINGS POSITIVE
arlier, actor Akshay Kumar’s
cop drama Sooryavanshi and
Salman Khan’s Inshallah were
releasing on Eid 2020. But to
avoid the clash, Sooryavanshi
will now release March 27, 2020.
After the date change, fans had

E

become warring factions on
Twitter. On Friday, Akshay
tweeted a note to “request”
fans “with folded hands not to
start/participate in such trends”.
On June 12, Salman had
tweeted: “I always thought of
him as my younger brother and
today he proves it...
#RohitShetty. Sooryavanshi
releasing on 27th March, 2020.”

Pooja Sharma
ad it not been for his
father, astrologer P
Khurrana, Aparshakti
Khurana probably wouldn’t
have been an actor today. It
was his dad who encouraged
him and his brother
Ayushmann to try their luck in
Mumbai. The actor reminisces
about the time when he set out
to make his career, saying, “All
my life I have been a
sportsperson, with just as
much inclination towards
acting as well. I used to play
cricket, and then radio
happened, acting wasn’t on the
cards then. But, one thing
followed the other and
everything fell in place. After
Dangal (2016), I shifted base to
Mumbai. But, it was my dad,
who always motivated us to
chase our dreams. He has
instilled that conviction and
strong sense of self-belief in
both of us. We will be eternally
grateful to him, who is not only
our support system but our
critic too.”
Talking about the qualities
that he aspires to imbibe from
his dad, Aparshakti says, “I

H

Aditya Roy Kapur says it took him
time to get Aashiqui 2 off his mind
Pooja Sharma

With time,
Aditya has
learnt to control
his attachment
with a film

MORE INSIDE

ome actors believe in being
spontaneous, while some
prefer to undergo hardcore training before they start a
film.
Well, Aditya Roy Kapur
believes in doing his
“homework” in advance.
“It is necessary that you do
your homework,” says the
33-year-old explaining that the
preparation helps one to adapt.
“Everything may change on
the film set — what you
thought of a location has
changed, or you see it in a
different way (once you are
actually on set)... The director
might want something
different; your co-actors might
say a line in an unexpected
way... So, you can’t be rigid.
Your preparation prepares you
for that change. When you are
there, you are able to adapt and
allow yourself to be fluid and
free in those moments of
change,” says Aditya, who is
juggling Malang, Sadak 2 and
an Anurag Basu directorial.
When prodded about how
his approach to the craft has
evolved over the years, he

S

replies, “You understand
yourself and the process a little
better. Every director works
differently, and you have to
figure that and that in itself
is a challenge. Every role
demands a different kind of
preparation. Like when I was
doing Aashiqui 2 (2013), I was
younger and it took me time to
get over that film. Later, you
come closer to be being able to
control it.”
Has he become more
calculative about how he
chooses a film? “Honestly, it’s
the same. I don’t know if you
can really calculate whether
it will work or not, because
no one really knows. As for
me, I am just aiming to connect
with the right scripts,” he says.
But, would he call or
approach a filmmaker if he
were interested in a project?
Aditya says, “For actors,
it’s more of a matter of
waiting... Someone has to
want you in their project. For
me, it is about people whose
work I’ve liked... It is actually
even nice when you like
someone’s work and you let
them know. I have done that.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Every role demands a different kind of preparation. Like
when I was doing Aashiqui 2, I was younger and it took
me time to get over that film.
ADITYA ROY KAPUR ACTOR
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

(Right) Aparshakti Khurana;
(above) P Khurrana
really admire his zest for life.
Even in this phase, he is so
ambitious and is a go-getter. He
has always taken challenges
head on and maintained a
positive outlook in life. People
tell me that I’ve inherited his
‘high energy’. He is certainly
the life of the party.”
On asking him if his father is
happy with his journey so far,
the actor adds, “He is quite
content with the way my
brother and I are headed. He
often tells us to be grateful for
whatever we have achieved,
but, at the same time, he says,
we should never rest on our
past laurels and keep working
hard. Most importantly, he has
taught us to keep our feet on
the ground while having stars
in our eyes.”
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‘IT’S A MYTH
THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS
SERIOUSNESS’
Diljit Dosanjh says as
per his experience,
turbaned Sikhs are not
being misrepresented in
Bollywood

Saurabh won’t network or socialise for work
Sangeeta Yadav
or some actors, socialising
and networking form an
integral part of their
profession for they want to be
seen and remain in the public
eye and for others, they prefer
their work to do the talking.
Actor Saurabh Shukla belongs
to the second category.
“I have no time to socialise,”
he says, adding, “In the [film]
industry, people expect me to
keep networking as my top
priority, meet different and
new people and do a lot of
networking to get more work.
But, I don’t believe socialising
and networking can get you
work. It is your hard work that
gets noticed in the industry.”
The 56-year-old actor
flaunts a great body of work,
having portrayed diverse
characters in films such as
Satya (1998), the Jolly LLB
franchise and PK (2014) among
others. He says, “I don’t feel
the need to network in order to

F

get work. Work keeps coming
to you if you are true to the
craft. Mujhe lagta hai ki agar
aap kaam karenge toh kaam se
hee kaam aayega. Log aapko
aapke kaam se jaane woh
behtar hai.”
The actor has six back-toback films releasing this year
and he isn’t complaining. “At
this moment, I’m completely
concentrating on work. It’s
right to say that I don’t have a
social life. Whatever time I’m
left with after work, it’s for my
family,” he quips.
Happy with how things
have changed over these years
and he is counted among finest
actors in the industry, Shukla
adds, “I remember nobody
knew me when I came into the
industry. Nobody was
bothered if we are doing good
work or bad work. If I would do
anything good, people used to
praise me. But, I never went
door-to-door in search of work
or socialise or network for it.”
n

Saurabh
Shukla

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

JUNE 16-22

Kangana Ranaut

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE:
The moment you drop the
mind, put it aside, a clearing
opens, a door widens into
the mystery of existence.
Suddenly there is no
problem and there is no
answer either, but a great
contentment, a tremendous
fulfilment arises in your
being, says Osho, the Zen
master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Varun Dhawan

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Disha Patani

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Arjun Kapoor
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You dominate the intellectual scene with your
intense, creative and clever mind. Personal
relationships need to be rejuvenated with tender,
loving care rather than through analysis and
discussion. You tend to live too much in your head and
less in the real world, it’s time to become aware and
awake to reality and deal with whatever confronts
you. Mental tension can cause health problems and
further confusion. There is a time and place for control
but there is no need to let it take charge of your life.
Relax as there is more to life than being on top of
things.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Sky Blue

LEO

You are likely to have mixed feelings about everything
this week! You look at failure in some areas and
success in other aspects of life. Since you feel insecure
about new people or connections, you find yourself
saying ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in one sentence. You tend
to procrastinate and allow worthwhile opportunities
to slip away, be aware and quick to respond. Health
problems need to be attended to or they can get out
of hand. Finances and practical details demand your
attention and energy. Personal relationships flower
with love, time and patience. Think positively and stay
away from negative and destructive people!
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Sea Green

VIRGO

Your professional experience and repute brings
opportunities for expansion and growth. There are,
however, changes on the cards as old systems,
patterns and equipment need to be updated or
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and investment. You
have already a firm business foundation or platform
for growth and diversification that challenges you to
be adventurous and enterprising. You may redecorate
or renovate working and living spaces to change
ambiance and energy. Parents, old friends and family
get in touch. You reap the harvest of what you have
sown in the past.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Saffron

LIBRA

You are swift and strong while making professional
moves and business arrangements this week! You have
a youthful outlook and energy that attracts
enthusiastic and creative people in your field of work.
You associate with supportive professionals and move
ahead forcefully achieving targets without
procrastinating or waiting for anything. Personal
relationships are loving and romantic yet there can be
ego clashes. Acceptance of the other’s individuality and
need for space can resolve any conflicts between you
and your partner. It’s important to remain in touch with
your sense of humour.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Golden Orange

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Sara Ali Khan

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Ayushmaan Khurrana

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Parineeti Chopra

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Tara Sutaria

It’s best to take stock of situations and put some
energy into making changes and achieving goals. You
have been patient and loving in emotional
relationships but now need some clarity and
commitment. Health needs watching and finances
need to be managed. You need to be consistent and
persistent for a while to achieve stability and material
gain. You are likely to pay wandering visits to friends
and family. A Pisces person supports you through ups
and downs. It’s best to let go rather than hang on to
anything that is finished. New dimensions are waiting
to be discovered.
Lucky Number: 8 Good Colour: Creamy White

SAGITTARIUS

Professional opportunities do not materialise as you
had thought they would but a closer look reveals that
whatever happened was for the better. A new
connection or lucrative offer comes to you when you
least expect it. A personal relationship is full of
promise but a commitment may take longer than you
imagined. It’s best not to cling to the past, say a fond
farewell and stop repeating old, negative patterns.
This is a call to get on with your life and not miss
opportunities for success and happiness. Some friends
can be inconsiderate but change quickly when they
realize how sensitive you are.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Old Rose

CAPRICORN

You are able to perfect and complete a business
project after much labour that brings material and
professional rewards this week. Financial settlements
and deals can be made easily at this point as new
opportunities present themselves. You have learned a
great deal from experience and are not about to make
the same mistakes you made in the past, be it in
personal or professional situations. Beware of making
unreliable moves and decisions due to hurry or
anxiety. Give yourself a well-deserved holiday by
resting and getting away from it all. Personal
relationships are enhanced with love and care.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

AQUARIUS

Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you
on an unplanned journey! You are blessed with clarity
of vision and spiritual insight that guides you through
calm and stormy seas! You are not beyond making an
error of judgement under stress so relax and unwind
before taking important personal and professional
decisions. Family looks to you for guidance and
support that you willingly provide. Beware of setting
yourself up with great expectations in any aspect or
there can be disappointment. An over view and
balanced perspective allows you to see things as they
really are. Be compassionate!
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Silver Grey

PISCES

Allyouirritatingpeopleoutthere,gotcha!
have to sit next to
every day, consider
slapping the leg into
senses. As an
ultimate resort, get
up and hug the leg,
begging it to stop.
Warning: Please do
this action
discreetly or you
could end up
looking like a dog
in heat if their leg
continues to
shake.

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA

So you’ve been tolerating these kinds patiently?
Huh, no more! Here’s how you can deal with
people who exasperate you on a daily basis
isclaimer: Some of you
would write hate mail to
me after this one. At least
the boring ones out of
you will. And you’ll give me
gyan on how we are not
supposed to respond in the
same coin if someone behaves
badly. And actually you won’t
be wrong in saying that. We’ve
all grown up on moral science
lessons about patiently waiting
for bad to turn good someday.
But aisa hai, while that logic
may be right, when
it comes to serious stuff in life,
it’s the minor day-to-day
irritants that allow us the
unmatchable fun of being able
to get even. I’m gonna talk
about a few such irritants
today. Since some of you have
rightly guessed that I stay
perpetually annoyed with most
things, I decided to not use my
biased judgment on these
rants. I simply asked some of
my friends to take a poll on
some highly irritating ‘bodylanguage’ habits people exhibit
in public. The top
three turned out to be
unmentionable here,
considering this is a saafsuthra family newspaper. If, at
this point, you mockingly turn
to the back page with a raised
eyebrow, I will be forced to
remind you about that page’s
crucial contribution in
reassuring you time and again
that you can indeed have a
family. Coming back to the
point, here are four annoying
kinds of people that irritate the
hell out of those around them.
Let’s give it back this time...

D

Stare-stalkers: These
people can almost make a
living out of staring at others,
in public. Just like that. Maybe
because God gave them eyes.
Maybe because he forgot to add
that those eyes need not be
fixed on people’s faces. Be it at a
bus stop or in a crowded metro,
five minutes won’t pass before
you spot a bona fide member of
the stare-stalker community.
You usually look away and
keep feeling agitated within.
Next time it happens, don’t
punish your own blood
pressure. Widen your eyes,
raise your eyebrows and stare
back, without blinking. Till
everyone’s attention is on the
one staring. Your eyes may
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water, you may feel weird but
do.not.blink.
Remind yourself that you
owe it to the society to scare or
embarrass a stare-stalker out
of work forever. If he/she
doesn’t back off at this, try
blinking your eyes rapidly,
looking straight at them. That
usually does it, as long as you
know the difference between
blinking and winking.
Warning: Those who wear
contact lenses, please don’t try
this or you’ll curse me. Also,
not recommended if the other
person looks very shady, as he
may just consider your action
to be an invite of sorts. For
clarity, refer to the Shakti
Kapoor or Gulshan Grover
look in your head. Sometimes,
having fun at the expense of the
annoyance also happens to do
the trick. Once I saw a girl in
the metro, who seemed fairly
irritated by the constant
staring of a middle-aged man.
She suddenly decided to take
him on, and while everyone
expected a showdown, she
covered her face with her
hands, then lowered them
slowly to reveal her face to the
starer, and said peek-a-boo. I
can’t describe the look on that
man’s face as he retreated.
Leg shakers: These
kinds of people may or
may not know how to dance,
but one of their legs surely
does. Maybe because of
constant practice. No matter
whether they are in public
transport or in a business
meeting, they don’t stop
shaking their leg, even if it
means sending earthquake-like
vibrations to those sitting next
to them.
Medical science has a name
for the condition — the restless
leg syndrome — and attributes
it to some pent-up nervous
energy or simply an adolescent
habit that stuck forever. Once a
guy came over to my office for a
meeting. The fact that he sat
flat on his back in such a
manner that his legs would
have reached Bihar is still
forgivable, but then he started
shaking one of them while
talking about some really
serious work-related matter.
Maybe this was a unique test by
God to see if I can hold forth my
concentration while the

2

The
knucklecrackers: You
know this annoyance normally
goes undiscussed but a lot of
my friends mentioned it as the
thing that bugs the hell out of
them. When people suddenly
start cracking the knuckles of
their fingers one by one,
making that weird ‘pop’
noise each time. Why, some
people even crack
their neck or back when they
get up after staying in a
position for long. Great
indulgence if you are
alone, but OMG, it’s the most
godawful noise, and sight, for

3

furniture around me gets a
mini epileptic seizure. I failed
miserably. And ended up
asking him if he needed
something...er...like a flower
pot to put on his leg so that it
could stop moving. He didn’t
find it funny but that bothers
me less than how much the
shaking leg would be bothering
everyone around him every
day. Tell them to stop and take
a walk to utilise the energy. If
the dancing leg belongs to a
colleague or classmate who you

the person sitting next to you. If
someone does that around you
any longer, take out a notebook
and pen and tell them you are
ready to keep a record of how
many of their 206 or more
joints have popped so far.
Tell them that you love the
sound and won’t rest in peace
till you get them an award
for having an entire
orchestra inside their body.
It’ll work.
The nose-pickers: Do I
need to elaborate on this
one? Really? Keep a torch
handy. The moment they
start digging for the treasure,
volunteer to help them look for
it. Tell them you are willing to
even try taking it out for them if
they agree to give you 50%.
Sorry, that was gross. But
needed.
Sonal Kalra plans to write a
book on how utterly boring life
would be if everyone behaved
with good manners. Mail her,
if you agree, at sonal.kalra
@hindustantimes.com,
facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra
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Time to negate ill effects of Saturn

ometimes we experience
the worst unprecedented
consequences in our life.
Should we blame that
particular time or blame the
timing when we sowed seeds
for such circumstances? It is
the latter part which is to be
blamed but this can be
controlled. A person commits
a crime and gets caught by the
police. The judge sends him to
the jail. For the culprit, the
police and the judge are evil
as they have put him behind
the bars. But, the evil had
engulfed him when he had
decided to commit the crime,
and it was at its peak when he
committed the crime.
Astrologically, the period
when the criminal committed
the crime was bountiful. It
must have happened in a
relatively good period. The
period when he succumbed to
the crime occurred in the
adverse transit of Shani. And
for this reason, many get
more scared of Shani than
other planets. Every planet,
beneficial or not, has a dark
side. The activated darker
side induces the native to go
in for unethical activities,
which pay dividends. The
native goes gaga about it
thanking the almighty for the
terrific period, but he forgets
that the law (Shani) will catch

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Rana Dagubatti

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Diljeet Dosanjh

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Sushant Singh Rajput

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Janhvi Kapoor

Crystal clarity of mind and intelligence enables you to
handle many aspects simultaneously and also keep
things in perspective. You are likely to go over details,
agreements and projects with a toothcomb and
outline a clear plan of action. Beware of selfish and
conceited people who pretend to be your friends.
Don’t allow intellectual pride to alienate you from old
associates. You bring order in chaotic situations by
clearing any confusion or blocks. Personal
relationships have a contented feeling that permeates
through the family. You may enrol for an academic
programme to enhance your professional skills.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colour: Daffodil Yellow

Unexpected happenings at work and wonderful
surprises at home keep you happy and busy. Since this
is a time of change you need to move into it rather
than resist it. You can make breakthroughs in stuck
situations or destructive patterns by becoming aware
and moving right out of them. A new vision in
business and a fresh perspective in relationships is
needed for things to change positively. Don’t allow
life and patterns to repeat mindlessly. Birth of a new
consciousness takes you to a higher vantage point.
Visitors or communications from overseas you have
been waiting for are likely to arrive this week.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Royal Blue

You relax comfortably in the beautiful world you have
created around you this week! You may allow a person
you care about, to take front place but take charge of
everything in the background. You spread joy and
happiness to people around you. You share hospitality
and memorable times with friends and family. You are
ambitious and persevering when trying to achieve
perfection in professional ventures. It’s time to live
intensely and share your richness with others. Be
silent, meditative and peaceful in natural
surroundings to rejuvenate your energy! Beware of a
capricious woman who could deplete your energy.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Soft Green

You view life from a broad perspective! Travel
overseas and connections in far off places are revived.
You may be exposed to media and get involved in
multifarious activity. You arrive at a synthesis or the
essence of the question or problem itself in a personal
relationship. Since you are able to crystallise issues
resolution is not far behind. Patience and
perseverance are great virtues when people you love
go through uncertain moods for a short time. You
experience and experiment with different ideas,
activities, systems, diets, fitness routines and
pastimes before adopting them.
Lucky Number: 21 Good Colour: Midnight Blue

DAILY HOROSCOPE
Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find yourself in a
happy situation, as far as
finances are concerned.
Th
here is much that
rremains to be done at
work, so manage
your time well.
Tensions with
spouse threaten to
sspoil the domestic
atmosphere today. You
atm
may plan a business-cumleisure trip. Possession of a
property may come to you.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Metallic Blue

Health remains good. Those
facing cash crunch are likely
to find their monetary
con
ndition improving.
SSomeone in the family
is likely to do you
proud. Overseas
journey may
materialise for some.
Some of you are likely
to b
become owners of a
landed property. For some,
frustrations cannot be ruled
out on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Pink

Good returns can be
expected by your initiative
on the health front. Your
professional excellence
will help promote
w
your name and
attract clients. This
is a good day to
spend driving round
tthe countryside.
Remember that your
Rem
preparation will become the
key to your good showing
on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Your active lifestyle will
ensure that you remain fit
and energetic. Opportunities
for investing in some
good schemes may
come to you soon.
Professional worries
are likely to mount
for some. A family
gathering is in the
me
offing. Your dream home
may turn into reality soon.
Winning a monetary prize in
a competition seems real.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Golden Brown

A helping hand to someone
in monetary need is likely to
give you immense inner
satisfaction. Your
willingness to take
the initiative at
work is likely to
impress superiors.
Personal relationship
with someone may
our
come in the way of your
extending a helping hand to
them. A vacation is likely to
proceed as per plans.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Saffron

It will be important to
choose an exercise routine
that is in sync with your
lifestyle. Financially,
you are likely to
break even in a new
venture. You may
not get the consent
for something you
desire on the
u
professional front. You
can become a source of
inspiration for your child or
a family youngster.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

PHOTO: HTCS
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hold of him, eventually.
Shani is an auditor and
scrutinizer of our Karma, and
is merciless, whereas, the
other so-called beneficial
planets, when wrongly
activated, force the native to
go for unethical gains. Please
understand, the darker side
of the most benefic planets
(exalted, functional benefices
or otherwise) of a horoscope
are the principal significator
of miseries. The native is
bound to get through the
disciplinary sword of Saturn.
The murkier side of Mercury
will infuse decline in abstract
mental thinking, leading to
fantasies, confusion,
immature behaviour and even
insanity. A shadowy Jupiter
shall indulge in pomp and
show and will make the native
incur colossal expenditure. A
dusky Venus can bring
discord in marriage, and the
native seeks pleasure out of
the marital bond. Shady side

of Mars makes the native
argumentative and makes
him prone to wage war on
others without reason. The
dark side of moon leads to
fickleness, intolerance and
orthodoxy. The dusky side of
the sun leads to gain from the
government, illegally. Saturn
audits the Karma in respect to
the deeds committed by him
in the era of the different
planets, and there is no planet
that can pardon the verdict of
Saturn. A planned journey
that follows after a horoscope
reading is the best way to
negate the ills of Saturn.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Visit:
www.vinaybajrangi.com; Call:
9278665588 or 9278555588; Blog:
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog.
Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains satisfactory.
Money from other sources is
likely to boost earnings and
kee
ep you financially
ssound. Your
willingness for work
is likely to make you
the favourite of
superiors. Your wellwishers can force you
w
into something that will
ultimately benefit you. Avoid
getting overstrained on a
long journey.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Brown

A side business will start
giving good returns and add
to your wealth. You will
rem
main a step ahead of
what the boss thinks
w
of and impress them.
You can be treated
to something special
at home. Commuting
can become a hassle
for tthose travelling long
distance. Prospects of
getting a piece of property
at bargain price look bright.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Silver

Some of you may turn your
attention towards health to
keep fit. Earning good
mo
oney is indicated for
tthose into business.
You may get the
opportunity to
return a favour to a
workplace colleague.
Changes required at
C
home may be given the
hom
go ahead. Your well-wishers
will keep your flag flying
high on the social front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Dark Brown

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Monetary problems are likely
to multiply as savings
evaporate. You may have to
find time to cope up
with incomplete work
at work today. A
family reunion may
be on the cards, so
plan your leave. This
is a good time to plan
a short vacation. An
addition or alteration to the
house may commence soon
under your supervision.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Violet

Insistence on healthy habits
will be key to remaining fit
and energetic. Someone on
the business front may
take you for a ride by
promising much, but
delivering little. A
family youngster
may need guidance,
but do some with a
ely
soft glove. You are likely
to enjoy a long drive with
friends. Commuting
problems get resolved.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Light Blue

You find an improvement in
your health and feel more
energetic. An earning
me
opportunity may com
along for those into
business and
traders. It will be
fun travelling with
friends and family
today. Exciting
company is likely to
make a journey pleasurable.
Booking a house or a plot is
possible.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream
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I want to dance around trees in a
chiffon sari: Ankita Lokhande

‘I WAS TAKING
A BREATHER
FROM TV’

Juhi Chakraborty

n the two years that she was
missing from the tube,
Debina Bonnerjee says that
it was a welcome breather.
She also reveals that she had
developed an interest in
making content for the digital
medium so her time away
from television was fruitfully
utilised.
“I was always around so I
don’t really know if you can
call it a ‘comeback’. I was also
busy with my YouTube
channel and doing ad films
and shows, and wasn’t really
missing out on anything. I
know the grind of TV is
almost 24 hours, which is why
I was taking a breather. Also
the shows that I was being
offered were either not

I

creatively satisfactory or
the shooting locations were
really far-off. I consciously
did not want to pick roles like
these,” says Debina, who is
back on TV playing an
antagonist in a supernatural
show.
On her YouTube channel,
Debina covers a wide range of
topics like travel, beauty,
skincare, fashion, etc.
Coincidentally, she started
her channel after one of
her hard disks crashed. The
hard disk had her
documented memories of
her trips with husband and
actor Gurmeet Choudhary.
Debina explains, “We
(Gurmeet and I) are extensive
travellers and I would record
travel and personal memories
and keep them on my hard

disk. When it crashed, I
could not retrieve any of my
data and that prompted me to
put everything out there on
the Internet so that it is
secure for ever. After I
launched the channel, I did
my extra bit and started
editing the videos properly
and shooting the whole thing
in a proper sequence. Social
media has a wide range of

he started her big screen
career with a period
drama, a very unusual
choice, one could say, for an
actor. And Ankita Lokhande
did justice to her role of soldier
Jhalkari Bai in Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi. But now,
the actor is ready to explore the
hardcore commercial space in
her upcoming projects.
“I want to do a proper
commercial film. I want to
dance around trees and wear a
chiffon sari (laughs) . I have
grown up watching that kind of
cinema and I have no problem
in doing typical Bollywood
films,” she shares.
But what about the whole
‘audience wants to see
meaningful cinema’ debate?
“Well, commercial films can
fall into that category as well.
People want to watch good
content and drama, and not
anything artificial because you
don’t connect with such films. I
am going to go with the flow,”
adds the actor.
While she is yet to announce
her second film, Ankita admits
that after
such a strong debut, she does
not want to rush into
things. “I’ve become very
choosy because Jhalkari Bai
was so impactful. Whatever I
choose to do next has to be
equally inspiring. People are
coming with really good scripts
and I’m [enjoying] reading
those. They are very powerful.
I am getting many womenoriented films,” she says.
Ankita took up a role in her
debut film that wasn’t the lead.

S

Debina Bonnerjee is back on
television with a supernatural
show where she plays an
antagonist. Reveals that she
was working on her YouTube
channel in her two-year break
Sneha Mahadevan
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audience, and I had this
amazing realisation that
YouTube is still one of
the most used social media
platforms in India. My
YouTube channel consists
of what I really I am: my
travel, my thought and the
process of beauty and
skincare, along with
fashion.”
n

Is she making extra effort and
looking to bag lead roles now?
“I don’t think like that,” she
says, adding, “I may not have
played the main character in
my film but my role was very

impactful. Even if you do a
character role, you have to
perform like you are the main
person. Ultimately, it is up to
you how you handle the
characters.”

I have become very
choosy because
Jhalkari Bai was so
impactful. Whatever I
choose to do next, has
to be equally inspiring.
People are coming up
with really good scripts.
ANKITA LOKHANDE, ACTOR

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Nothing shocks my father: Swara
Sneha Mahadevan
hen Swara Bhasker’s
father, Chitrapu Uday
Bhaskar, was in
Mumbai paying her a visit, the
actor decided to come up with a
fun video for Father’s Day. In
the video, which will be
released today, Swara asked
her followers to ask questions
that they would generally feel
uncomfortable asking their
parents. Her father will then be
seen answering a few of those

W

questions. Swara says she
wanted her followers to know
about her father. “I’m
extremely close to both my
parents. When my mom was
away in New York doing her
PhD at NYU, my Dad took care
of my brother and me. So there
was never any ‘can’t- discussthis-with-dad’ kind of feeling in
me. We have a very open
relationship and talk about
everything. We thought of this
concept because my dad is a
great giver of advice and he is a

practical man who is not easily
shocked. I thought it might be
nice to share that side of him
with my followers and
viewers,” she says.
She adds that this video is a
tribute to her father and the
friendship they have shared
over the past couple of years. “I
think it’s very important to
have a strong and stable
father figure — especially for
girls. It makes one stable,
secure and confident as a
person. I think my parents are

the reason I’m a relatively
fearless person today. My
father gave me the most
precious advice that a father
can give a daughter growing up
— ‘You don’t have to do
anything you don’t want to’.
This video, for me, is a
celebration of our
relationship,” she concludes.
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■

IMAGE MAKEOVER
Dum Pukht revolutionised Indian food, thus
popularising the use of single servings of
purdah biryanis

■

FAMILY GUY
Jiggs (centre) with (anticlockwise from right) his wife Lovjeet,
son Zorawar and daughter-in-law Dildeep

WHAT’S IN A NAME
With the success of Masala Library, that
uses Jiggs’s name, his reputation soared
among a new generation

The Legend Of Jiggs Kalra

■

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
Irrespective of the fact that Zorawar
Kalra’s (standing) success was his
own, he never stopped crediting his
father Jiggs Kalra

HE WAS never a chef but he created the cult of the celebrity chef and transformed restaurant cuisine forever

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

A

ll too often we don’t realise
how much esteem the world
has for our friends until it
is almost too late. I was
reminded of this a week ago when
Jiggs Kalra went off to that great
kitchen in the city.
The last time I saw Jiggs was
some months ago. Manav Thadani,
who organises the Hotel Operations
Summit India (HOSI) every year,
asked me if I would conduct a conversation on stage with Jiggs and his
restaurateur son Zorawar.
I said I would be happy to do it
but there were practical difficulties.
It was no secret that Jiggs had not
been well. He had been confined to a
wheelchair for years, and his various
ailments meant that he was often not
in a talkative mood. Would he be willing to turn up at the appointed hour
and speak to a roomful of hoteliers?
Manav said he had asked Zorawar
who had checked with his dad and they
would both be glad to do it. I was a little
surprised and decided that if Jiggs
was not in great form that morning, I
would steer the conversation towards
Zorawar and we would be okay.
The day of the conference, I
turned up in the green room to find a
bright and bubbly Jiggs, full of laughter and jokes.
It had been years since I had seen
him so cheery.
As it turned out, the conference
session was a spectacular success. It
was as though the Jiggs of 20 years
ago had suddenly returned. He told
stories, revealed culinary secrets, was
characteristically irreverent and had
the audience eating out of the palm of
his hand. Zorawar and I were support-

ing actors in the Jiggs Kalra Show.
When the session ended, the
audience (many of whom were of a
generation that had never seen Jiggs
before) rose to its feet and gave him a
standing ovation that wouldn’t stop.
Zorawar had tears in his eyes.
Even Jiggs was nearly crying when
we wheeled him off stage. For
Zorawar, it was the joy of seeing his
father recognised by the industry.
For Jiggs, it was the reassurance
that even though he had been out of
action for years, the notoriously fickle hotel business still honoured his
enormous contribution to the Indian
food scene.
When news of Jiggs’s passing
broke, I was not surprised by the massive outpouring of grief that followed.
I knew by then that Jiggs had become
a legend in the hospitality business.
His family loved him of course. His
friends loved him. But we were not
alone. The world loved him too.
When I first met Jiggs in the early
1980s, neither of us had any idea of
what a big deal he would eventually
become. Jiggs had started out in regular journalism (with Khushwant
Singh’s The Illustrated Weekly of
India) and had moved on, nearly a
decade later, to becoming a full-time
food specialist. While his food journalism was fine, there wasn’t much
call for food writers in those days.
So Jiggs became an all-round food

■

IN GOOD BOOKS
Jiggs Kalra’s cookbook Prashad is a
treasure trove of recipes from the most
talented Indian chefs

expert. In that era (the 1980s), Indian
food was divided into three categories: what we ate at home, what the
great cooks of the streets and the traditional restaurants served up and
the cuisine they taught at Catering
College. Nearly all hotel kitchens
were run by Catering College graduates who were all content to turn out
roughly the same sort of food at restaurant after restaurant.
Jiggs is the man who broke that
pattern. He had enormous respect for
individual chefs at hotels but little
patience with the standard Catering
College menu. Fortunately, he found
managers who were willing to experiment. As he told us at HOSI that day,
Rajiv Kaul (now of the Leela; then
with the Oberoi group) was one of
the first hoteliers to encourage him
to discover great home cooks and
wonderful traditional chefs and to
organise food festivals based on their
cuisine. Later, both Ajit Kerkar and
Camellia Panjabi of the Taj group
began hiring Jiggs to rejig their
menus and to break with the hotel
food of old.
Jiggs loved it. He travelled all
over India, discovering such institutions
as
Lucknow’s
Tunde
Kababwalla whose fame had not
spread beyond their own cities and
bringing them and their dishes to
national attention. He struck up
friendships with the more talented
hotel chefs (Arvind Saraswat of the
Taj, for one) and worked with them to
develop food ideas.
A TV show and a definitive cookbook (Prashad: Cooking with Indian
Masters), based on the recipes of the
masters, emerged from those adventures And Jiggs’s most successful
collaboration was probably his time
with ITC.
The chain always had superlative
Indian food. Bukhara was famous
even in the mid-1980s and the cuisine
at the Maurya’s Mayur restaurant
was excellent. But ITC had never
quite learned how to take its food to
the next level.
That is where Jiggs came in. He
worked closely with Manjit Gill (who
was then executive chef of the
Maurya) to create a new restaurant to
be called Dum Pukht. The inspiration
came from the Lucknow style of
cooking (mainly biryani) in steam
but Jiggs and Manjit worked together

on many new dishes such as a raan in
pastry, a sort of Goat Wellington. (It
had rum in the marinade and cocktail onions in the stuffing.)
Jiggs persuaded ITC that all
great restaurants needed to be
helmed by chefs. ITC already had
Imtiaz Qureshi, a former Lucknow
wedding caterer, who was chef at
Mayur. Imtiaz was (and still is) brilliant but he had never been given the
platform that Jiggs and Manjit gave
him. They designed the Dum Pukht
concept around him and ITC even
put his photo in the ads for the restaurant – a pivotal moment for Indian
chefs who had never before been
granted this level of recognition.
With Imtiaz as its face, Dum
Pukht revolutionised Indian food,
popularising the use of single servings of purdah biryanis (till then
biryani had been made in large pots,
not in individual servings), creating
the craze for kakori kebabs and
teaching us that the cuisine of
Lucknow was far more advanced
than the bogus Punjabi food most
North Indian restaurants served.
Jiggs did not always have it easy.
He was as short tempered as he could
be charming and eventually nearly
every chef he worked with began to
resent him, believing that it was
their talent that counted for everything and arguing that they did not
need Jiggs.
It was a foolish argument that
ignored the great contribution that
Jiggs had made. Few of the resentful
chefs realised that Jiggs was professional enough to create restaurants
that would outlive individual chefs. It is
years since Imtiaz has cooked at Delhi’s
Dum Pukht, for instance, but the food
just keeps getting better. And most of
the angry chefs have been forgotten
while Jiggs became an institution.
In later years as his health began
to fail and his mobility began to be
restricted, Jiggs was less adventurous but just as influential. He welcomed the 1990s and the era of liberalisation (and food ingredient
imports) by creating the Salmon
Tikka at the Hyatt’s Aangan restaurant in Delhi. Few Indian chefs had
much experience with such cold
water fish as salmon but Jiggs adapted his style to global ingredients and
the Salmon Tikka is now cooked by
chefs everywhere, most of whom

■

FACE TIME
Chef Imtiaz Qureshi was Jiggs’s first choice
for Dum Pukht

don’t realise that Jiggs invented it.
Just when his old friends thought
that ill health would put an end to
Jiggs’s activities, the Kalra name
suddenly had a new lease of life. His
son Zorawar opened the successful
Punjab Grill restaurant chain (which
he later sold to Lite Bite Foods, its
current owners) and freely acknowledged his debt to his father.
Then he opened Masala Library
in Mumbai and though the restaurant focused on modern Indian cuisine of the sort that was never Jiggs’s
forte, Zorawar insisted on calling it
“Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra ”.
When the restaurant became a success, Jiggs’s reputation soared
among a new generation.
I asked Jiggs a couple of years ago
how it felt not to be remembered so
much for his greatest achievements
(his role in bringing the food of the
streets to restaurants, elevating

The Talents Of The Trailhawk

■

JEEP’S NEW Compass variant is extremely versatile, as at home in the city as off-road

■

PARTNERS IN CRIME
Jiggs worked closely with ITC Maurya’s
chef Manjit Gill

Lucknow’s cuisine at hotels, the
Salmon Tikka, etc.) but to have become
a household name on the basis of
Zorawar’s later success. “He has made
me so proud,” he said emotionally.
And certainly, Jiggs could not
have asked for a better son than
Zorawar and a better daughter-in-law
than Dildeep, Zorawar’s wife, who
looked after him with touching care
and devotion. No matter how successful he’s become, and no matter that
his success was his own, Zorawar
never stopped crediting his father.
Jiggs came along at a time when
Indian cuisine needed someone to bring
it all together and to take it to global
standards. He became that person.
And so every time you go to an
Indian restaurant anywhere in the
world and read the menu, think of
my old friend Jiggs Kalra.
Had he not been around, that
menu would have been very different.

SMOOTH SAILING
This car comes with a dedicated ‘Rock’
mode, which lets you tackle rocks

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

T

here are SUVs and there
are Jeeps. And then there
are ‘Trail Rated’ Jeeps. It’s
a badge of honour given
to those Jeeps with exceptional offroad capabilities and the Trailhawk
version of the Jeep Compass, that’s
just been launched, belongs to this
elite breed.
To see if the Trailhawk has
earned its ‘Trail Rated’ emblem,
which sits discreetly on the side of
the car, I spent an afternoon in a
secluded pocket of the Western
Ghats around 30km from Lonavla,
clambering up muddy slopes, slithering down mountain sides, crawling over rocky river beds and fording small streams. In this terrain,
the Trailhawk felt as comfortable as
a mountain goat and I was shocked
by how easily it traipsed across the
obstacle-strewn off-road course
without even breaking a sweat.
Underpinning
the
rugged
Trailhawk are tough 4x4 mechani-

cals, which include a ‘low range’
gearbox to pull you out of sticky situations and a dedicated ‘Rock’ mode,
which lets you tackle well, rocks.

TOUGH TALK
What’s interesting is that at a time
when manufacturers are ditching
4x4 systems in their SUVs, Jeep has
given us the ultimate off-roader. But
why launch a hard core off-roader
when only 10 per cent of Trailhawk
customers at the most, will dirty
their wheels?
It’s more to do with the brand
than anything else. Let’s not forget
the heritage of Jeep, which is rooted
in World War II where it started life
as ‘General Purpose’ or GP vehicle
(from which the name Jeep was
derived) and played a pivotal role in
the Allied victory. And it’s this indestructible go-anywhere image, born

on a battle field, that is an intrinsic
part of the 80-year-old brand’s DNA,
which the American car maker
wants to flaunt.
Besides, with not many serious
4x4s in this category, the Trailhawk
is the de facto choice in the ₹25-30
lakh price bracket for off-roading
enthusiasts.

HITS AND MISSES
The Trailhawk doesn’t look much
different from the regular Compass
except for a slightly higher stance
(for better ground clearance), beefier all-terrain tyres and a matt black
patch on the bonnet, which helps to
cut glare on inclines.
The interior of the Trailhawk is
pretty much the same as the standard Compass except for the allblack cabin theme. Splashes of red,
a signature Trailhawk colour, add

some colour to the cabin and details
like the red double-stitching on the
seats, steering and door pads, and
red accents around the instrument
cluster, gear lever and speakers, look
great. Cabin quality is very good,
like in the regular Compass, and the
generous use of soft touch plastics
gives an upmarket feel.
However, interior space isn’t the
most generous and the rear seat in
particular falls short of the space
you expect in a ₹25 lakh plus car.
Though the Trailhawk is the
most expensive Compass variant, it
misses out on certain features like a
powered driver’s seat, and auto
headlights and wipers, available in
the Limited Plus variant, one down
in the Compass range. You also have
to pay extra for the panoramic sunroof, which is standard on the
Limited Plus.

That said, the Trailhawk gets
some extra equipment like Bi-Xenon
headlights, keyless go, cruise control and for the first time, on-board
navigation. Android Auto and Apple
CarPlay also debut on the Trailhawk
as does a 7.0-inch multi-information
display and engine start/stop.

OUT AND ABOUT
However, for majority of Trailhawk
customers, the big news is not the
enhanced 4x4 abilities but the long
awaited 9-speed automatic gearbox
that is finally available with the
Compass’ diesel engine. The auto
transmission with its smooth and
imperceptible gearshifts makes the
Compass far more user-friendly and
convenient to drive, especially in
traffic.
The 2.0 litre diesel engine too
has been upgraded to meet the more

stringent ‘BS6’ emission regulations
before they come into effect on April
1, 2020. In the process, Jeep has also
made the engine significantly quieter and smoother for a better drive.
The suspension has been modified
as well to give the Compass a plusher ride. All these changes come
together to make the Compass an
extremely versatile SUV, which on
the one hand will make light work of
dense, potholed city roads and if
you’re up for it, will let you explore
the country in a way you never
thought possible.
Priced upwards of ₹25 lakh, the
Trailhawk may seem expensive for
its size, but no other SUV has the
same swath of talents.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior and much
loved auto journalists in India, and is editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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Coming Home To Dad
MEET THREE single fathers, whose unique situations have made them break gender stereotypes and assume

the roles of guide, guardian and givers of unconditional parental

M

others
nurture,
fathers
provide...
there are a set of
gender-speciﬁc roles
that we’ve been conditioned to
believe. But how do you apply
roles and rules of parenting

when it’s just one of them?
Parenting is challenging in itself,
and single parenting comes with
its own set of obstacles. It’s one
parent for two!
HT
This
Father’s
Day,
Magazine turns the spotlight on

“I love Daddy because
he takes me out to
new places, buys me
ice creams and tells
me bedtime stories!”
—Ishan (4)

Photo: ARTOGRAPHY BY T

FITSPIRATION
Mayank’s parents stay with him, and
they’re elderly, so his life is about caring
for his kid as well as his parents. His
parents moved from Meerut post his
separation, and have been immensely

Shahana on Soul Dads to encourage
single dads to express themselves and
seek support,” he says.
He believes the maternal energy can
never be replaced, all you can do is be the
father. “Of course she misses her mother,
but my family has been very supportive
towards us and she’s in a good space,” he
smiles.

LIFE WITH MY BOY
Mayank recalls a rather amusing
anecdote, when Ishan wanted to
sleep on top of him. “He put his head
on my chest, and said ‘Papa, you’re
not soft’. I mean… I didn’t know what
to say! I told him to put his head on
my stomach, but he wasn’t entirely
happy. So I started keeping a very

›

THE FITSPIRATIONAL FATHER

S

single fatherhood, and brings
together three stories of men
who have chosen to be the mother
and the father to their offspring,
and if given the choice of a
different life, would still choose
the daddy life, every single day...

Also, every weekend, Mayank
tries to take Ishan to a new place,
or they engage in a new activity
together. “I make sure he experiences
new things. We undertake a bus or a
train journey together, go to a new
coffee shop or watch movies together.
Sometimes, when my parents aren’t
home, we put on some music and
break into a crazy dance!” he laughs.

MAYANK KAPOOR, 36, WITH SON ISHAN, 4
Faced with being Dad and Mom to
a four-year-old after separation,
Mayank took help from books for his
son and ran marathons for himself !
ince his separation, two years ago,
Mayank Kapoor has been taking
care of his four-year-old son, Ishan,
by himself. Of course, the focus of his
life changed, but Mayank, who is a
Bengaluru-based software engineer,
chose the healthiest way to go through
this change – by reading books on
parenting and becoming a ﬁt dad.
“Co-parenting allows you to play
good cop-bad cop in the sense that if one
is angry, the other paciﬁes. But alone,
you’ve to be both. I’ve become extremely
patient and disciplined. You don’t take
things for granted. In fact, my typical
Sunday goes in planning the week ahead
from Monday to Friday!” he says.

By Samreen Tungekar

supportive of his life. “I realised I’ve to
take care of both my parents and my
child, so I have to be physically ﬁt. I
started running marathons, taking care
of my diet and making sure I’m strong. It
was a major change because I had never
taken up running before that,” he adds.
He can’t stay away from his son, but
Mayank understands the importance
of self-preservation. “When Ishan is
visiting his mother for a week or so
during the year, I take off on a solo trip,
I go for Himalayan treks. This change
in my life has also brought out a new
side of me: my love for trekking and
the digital detox for a week, no phones
allowed!” he smiles.
BOOKS ON MY MIND
Ishan, being only two, took his time
to settle in after this sudden change.
And to help him, says Mayank, “I
actually got in touch with a few moms
to understand how to go through these
changes better…. But one thing that’s
helped me a lot is books on parenting.
I learnt a lot from them and also by
simply talking to people,” he says.

“Co-parenting allows
you to play good copbad cop. But alone, you have
to be both!” —Mayank Kapoor,
software engineer, Bengaluru
soft pillow, and he was good,” he
laughs.
Mayank’s been learning cooking
too for his son. “When I started
reading about parenting, about food, I
thought it’s a good idea to know how
to make what he eats,” he says.
BEING SINGLE DAD
Even though single fatherhood is
still a bit uncommon Mayank is
happy to see people around him being
supportive and always reaching out to
him. “It surprises people, but no one
has ever reacted oddly. In fact, they’ve
always been supportive, personally
and even on the Internet,” he says.
Mayank feels that life throws
us many unexpected challenges and
separation is one of the toughest
ones. “And if you have a child, it
becomes even more important
that he or she doesn’t get adversely
affected by the change in your life,”
he says.

ON THE ROAD
Chetan and Shahana are travel buddies,
and take trips together often. “We go
for quick getaways where we engage
in activities that help us grow together.
One time, we went to Auroville where
we did a camp that was about parents
and children. There was a session
that helped us learn a lot about what’s
missing in one’s relationship with the
child. It helped me understand my
emotional connect with Shahana,” he
recalls.
Chetan believes in a more nontraditional way of education. So, he
took his daughter to a boarding school
outside Mumbai. When he asked her if
she’d like to be enrolled there, she said,
‘I’d love to go, but I don’t want to leave
you alone right now.’ Coming from an
eight-year-old, it left me in tears…,” he
shares.

“He has always taken
all the sadness away
from me and been
so brave to keep me
strong. Daddy is
the bravest!”
—Shahana (9)

TRAVEL BUDDIES FOR LIFE!
CHETAN SHAH, 43, AND SHAHANA, 9
Parenting is a process. And, Chetan
Shah shows us how blogging,
focusing on the self and taking trips
together could strengthen fatherdaughter bonds.

still do the same, but he chooses not to.
“I don’t feel like it anymore and have no
complaints about not being able to go out
the same way,” he adds.

A

THE MENTAL JOURNEY
Going through his separation, Chetan
dealt with a lot of anxiety and he could
see it affecting his daughter. “My mind
was all over the place and I’d see it was
affecting Shahana in a very big way.
My problem was I was trying to ﬁx
everything externally. I continued with
my old habits – going out, partying etc.
And it only confused me further. It was
only when I took control of my emotions,
and my daughter saw the transformation
happening within me, that things started
falling in place.”
Today, his daughter is his priority,
but he also focuses on himself. “I
started blogging about my journey
and the relationship I share with

fter being married for 12 years,
Mumbai-based
businessman
Chetan Shah and his wife started
living separately four years ago. His
daughter Shahana (aged nine now),
was ﬁve years old when their lives
changed, and it was just her with
her dad. The couple got divorced this
year but Chetan believes that his
transformation post his separation
has been spiritual in a way.
“I had to rely on people for doing
things for her, but eventually I was
able to take control. My focus is her
upbringing. I realised parenting is a 20year commitment, at the least!” he says.
Also, Chetan had an active social life.
He’d hang out with friends often and can

PEER PRESSURE
Although Chetan doesn’t want to
date, or be in a relationship, but
people deﬁnitely see the need! “It’s
always peer pressure. Your friends
and family want you to meet someone.
They’re in a relationship, and they
don’t want you to be left out. They
don’t realise that you’ve been through
it. You’d want someone in your whole
being, not just to ﬁll a vacuum in
your life. You can’t ﬁll gaps in your
life with someone. We’re told we need
someone, but sometimes, you don’t!”
he says.
Talking about gender-set roles, he
says: “We’re made to believe that the
mother is the caregiver, and the dad
is the provider. But it’s really about
the situation. If the roles are reversed
and the father has to mother the child,
he’ll do his best. We are conditioned
in a way that not much importance is
given to dads taking care of the kids,”
he feels.

ON MY PHONE
to be patient with kids, especially
such a young child,” he smiles.
The
support
from
his
familytoohasbeenimmense.“Aarya
calls my sister-in-law ‘mumma’. My
parents and my brother have been
really supportive in helping me
heal, and ﬁll that void,” he adds.
Aarya and Piyush have their
father-daughter
time,
where
Piyush takes her out to play and
ensures she interacts with other
kids as well. “I’m teaching her to
ride a bicycle these days. I also play
dollhouse with her, so I know all
about Elsa, Barbie and the gang!”
he says.
Even
as
a
four-year-old,
Piyush’s
daughter
is
quite
fashionable. “She wants to wear
clothes and accessories that only
she likes. I’ve learnt to wrap my
head around that. I didn’t know

PLAYING DRESS UP
PIYUSH SAXENA, 39, AND AARYA, 4
Piyush Saxena has mastered
the three P’s of
raising a
daughter: patience, perseverance
and playing dollhouse!
urugram-based IT manager
Piyush Saxena’s life hit a
roadblock when he suddenly lost his
wife to a kidney infection in 2017. His
daughter Aarya was just two years
old then.
“We’re still clueless as to what
exactly happened to my wife. It was
just kidney stones.... My wife and I
had had a lot of discussions about her
education and life, and this incident
just changed everything. I went
through a period of denial about her
death, thereafter and Aarya would
stand in the balcony looking for her
mother. After three months, I decided
to move to Chandigarh, to another
company, thinking it’ll be okay to
manage my daughter, who was back
here in Gurugram with my brother, his
wife and my parents,” he says.

G
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Sarika, that you admire the
most is...?
That they are both really artistic.

›
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“I love my papa
because… because
he is very smart!”
—Aarya (4)

LAST THING I GOOGLED : Thomas Shelby from
Peaky Blinders
MOST USED APP : WhatsApp
MOST WATCHED YOUTUBE VIDEO: Old episodes
of Jem and the Holograms (1985)
LEAST USED APP: The document scanning app.
FIRST SONG ON MY SPOTIFY:
Everything In Its Right Place
by Radiohead

NOT WITHOUT MY DAUGHTER
But within a few months, Piyush
decided to move back when he
realised that Aarya had started
missing him as well. “I felt I
shouldn’t be away from my kid
and came back. We put her in a
playschool and it actually helped –
she was busy with school activities
then,” he adds.
From co-parenting to single
parenting, Piyush’s life and daily
routine have undergone some
obvious changes. “When it was my
wife and I, my wife took care of
everything, from her vaccination
schedule to her eating habits. But
now my professional life too revolves
around her. I’ve let go of offers that
might need more time because I want
to devote more time and attention to
Aarya,” he says.
Raising Aarya has also taught
Piyush to be less aggressive. “I’ve
mellowed down, and realise you need

“I didn’t know anything
about combing a girl’s
hair, or dressing her up, but I
have learnt with time.”
—Piyush Saxena, IT manager,
Gurugram
anything about combing her hair,
or dressing her up, but I have learnt
with time,” he laughs.
HI, SOCIETY
Societal pressure to ‘move on for
your child’s sake’ is not uncommon,
and Piyush deﬁnitely got his share
of
advice (unsolicited!) from
people. “There were quite a few
voices advising me to move on
including my relatives. People say
you have to move on before your
child is of a certain age. I’ve learnt
to not react to such statements. It
feels like pressure sometimes. The
truth is, I’m not quite conﬁdent
about moving on just yet, and at
present I’m happy with just my girl
and me!” he smiles.
“The society is still not
open to the idea of a single father.
They don’t feel that a man can raise
his child on his own. When I’ve
told people I’m a single dad, I’m
often met with surprised looks. I
think we need to accept this idea,”
he says.

samreen.tungekar@htlive.com
Follow @BeingFeline on Twitter

List three qualities you look
for in a man.
Intelligence, sense of
humour and clean nails.
And what’s the one
relationship rule you always
follow?
Be honest to yourself and honesty
in the relationship will follow.

What would you say is the sexiest
thing about you ?
Not knowing what makes me sexy,
makes me sexy!
What’s your favourite breakfast
in bed?
I don’t do breakfast in bed, I hate
bringing food into the bed!

PERSONAL AGENDA

Actress and singer

Shruti Haasan
DATE OF BIRTH SUN SIGN PLACE OF BIRTH FIRST BREAK
January 28

Aquarius

Singing in the film Thevar
Magan (1992) when I was five

Chennai

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

Lady Andal Venkatasubba Rao Matriculation School,
Chennai / Musicians Institute, California
What’s the last show that you
binge-watched?
Peaky Blinders. This is the second
time I am binge watching it. I
absolutely love it.
One song you can’t get out of
your head...?
Dead crush by Alt J.

HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE

When for the first time I sang on stage and
realised that’s what I want to do in life

What’s the best and the worst
thing about Bollywood?
The best and the worst thing in
Bollywood is chaos. We are quite
disorganised, but despite that we still
come up with lots of beautiful ideas.
One quality of your
parents, Kamal Haasan and

And your favourite food on cheat
days...?
South Indian food. I always go for
sambhar and rice.
What’s the ﬁrst thing
you do in bed when you wake up?
Check my phone.
And the last thing...?
I check my phone and set
my alarm.
Your strategy in a crisis...?
I am extremely calm in a crisis, I tend
to panic towards it and after it.
Instagram or Twitter – what works
best for you?
Instagram.
You de-stress by…?
Buying clothes, always!
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh
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‘IT’SA MYTH THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS SERIOUSNESS’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Diljit Dosanjh says as per his experience, turbaned
Sikhs are not being misrepresented in Bollywood
of mouth has also worked well
for us. It’s a great time to be in
the show business.

Dubai vacay for little Alia
Actor Soni Razdan shared this throwback picture, in which
we also spotted her daughter, actor Alia Bhatt. “Throwback
... to God knows when this was. A holiday in Dubai ... can’t
believe sometimes we looked the way we did. And had kids
hanging onto us like little monkeys....#familylove,” she
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN
captioned it.

unjabi actors Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru
Bajwa were in
Chandigarh to promote
their film Shadaa, which is set
to be released on June 21.
Punjabi cinema’s dream girl
and the man of few words
opened up to Hindustan
Times about brain drain in
Punjab, pay gap in the regional
film industry, the reach of
local cinema and more.
Excerpts:

P

QUOTE HANGER
ACTORS LIKE US
ARE DIFFERENT,
OUR APPROACH
TOWARDS
REALITY IS
DIFFERENT FROM
OTHERS

WHEN WE START
OFF, WE DON’T
HAVE RESEARCH
OR BACKGROUND
OF WHAT WE
THINK THE
AUDIENCE LIKES

TAAPSEEPANNU,
ACTOR

EKTA KAPOOR,
PRODUCER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tip Tip Barsa
Paani 2?
Buzz is that the chartbuster,
Tip Tip Barsa Paani from
Mohra (1994), which had
Akshay Kumar alongside
Raveena Tandon, will be
recreated for Akshay’s next!
According to a report on
PeepingMoon, Rohit Shetty
will film the track, whose
rights he has procured, next

Subhashree Nanda

A still from the song
week on Akshay and Katrina
Kaif. They are shooting for
the Hyderabad schedule.

How do you choose
to do a film?
Diljit: If the team is good, I’ll
do the film. For instance, in
Shadaa, I am a wedding
photographer and have a lot of
friends in that business. I
believe I click good pictures, so
things just clicked.
Neeru: For me, the script and
the team matter. Good stories
appeal to the audience, so they
appeal to us as well. When I got
a call about Shadaa and
working with Diljit again, I
said yes. It’s great to work with
old friends.
Has the reach of Punjabi cinema
increased in India and overseas?
Diljit: Good direction, good
acting and most importantly,
good content are the key. Add
to this web platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, where
people sitting overseas can
watch our films. That has
increased the fan base. Word

Good direction, good
acting and most
importantly, good
content are the key.
Add to this web
platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
where people sitting
overseas can watch
our films.

How can clash of screens
between Bollywood and
regional cinema be resolved?
Diljit: The clash is there, but
the intensity of it has lessened
over time, mostly because now
there are multiple-screen
theatres. It’s a little difficult to
get more screens outside
Punjab, but within the state
the fan following, demand and
dedication is good. So we get
enough screens here.
Is there a lack of serious cinema
in the Punjabi film industry?
Diljit: The most appreciation
that I have received in my
career is for serious films such
as Punjab 1984. So, it’s not true
that Punjabi films lack
seriousness.
Neeru: No, it’s a myth... a
stereotype. Many serious
issues are being raised
through Punjabi cinema as
well. And those movies are
being accepted, appreciated
and awarded by people.
Do you believe that there is pay
gap in the Punjabi industry?
Neeru: It is. There’s no
denying that. I believe the
issue can be solved if women
actors show solidarity and
don’t accept a project at a
lesser pay. They should stick
together. Male actors should
also support the cause to bring
a change in the current
scenario.
Many believe that turbaned
Sikhs are misrepresented or
shown just for comic element
in Hindi cinema. Do you think
that’s the case?
Diljit: I can’t say anything
about the past, but now I

Mydaddy
strongest

DILJIT DOSANJH, ACTOR
believe it’s not the case. I’m a
turbaned actor and have
bagged good roles because of
that. My movie, Punjab 1984,
which received a national
award was on a serious topic
and on Sikhs. That movie was
the turning point of my career.
My films Phillauri, Soorma
and Udta Punjab had serious
Sikh characters. So, our
representation has changed.
But it’s true that Punjabis are
happy-go-lucky. And there’s
no harm in making people
laugh.

What is your take on more
and more Punjabi youth
settling abroad?
Diljit: Unemployment is a
major reason behind this
trend. Youngsters feel
directionless here, their future
seems unsure. Outside India,
they are getting opportunities,
and have no other option than
to shift base.
Neeru: The situation can be
changed if we generate jobs
here and provide job-oriented
education. Start-ups can be a
good way to create jobs.
n

subhashree.nanda@htlive.com

Neeru Bajwa and singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh in Chandigarh on Saturday.

PHOTO: ANIL DAYAL/HT

Favourite hero for his
daughter. Role model for his
son. On Father’s Day today,
Bollywood stars celebrate the
bond with the special man in
their lives
Actor-filmmaker Pooja
Bhatt with father,
filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt

Actor Athiya Shetty
with father, actor
Suniel Shetty

Actor Taapsee
Pannu with
father Dilmohan
Singh Pannu, a
retired real
estate
professional
Actor Ananya Panday with
father, actor Chunky Panday

Actor Yami
Gautam with
father Mukesh
Gautam, a film
director

Actor Tusshar Kapoor and producer
Ekta Kapoor with their father,
veteran actor Jeetendra

Actor Kriti Sanon with father
Rahul Sanon, a chartered
accountant
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VARUN WILL
BE AVERY
GOOD FATHER:
DAVID DHAWAN

Shreya Mukherjee
his father-son duo makes
for a great director-actor
pair. While filmmaker
David Dhawan is known
for directing massy hits (such
as Hero No.1 and Biwi No.1);
his son, actor Varun Dhawan,
is the hero of the masses (Sui
Dhaaga and Humpty Sharma
Ki Dulhania). As a team, they
have delivered two hits — Main
Tera Hero and Judwaa 2, and
they will soon embark on their
third, Coolie No. 1. On Father’s
Day, today, we catch up with
this adorable and playful Jodi
No.1 of the film industry.
Excerpts:

T

From father-son to director-actor,
was the transition difficult?
DAVID: I treat Varun like I
treat any other actor, rather
worse. If he gives a bad shot, I

reprimand him in front of
everyone... But he is good with
improvisations. In the first
film, he was a little nervous.
But in Judwaa 2, he was a full
on commercial hero.
VARUN: And that’s the kind of
relationship I want to share
with every director. I’m very
selfish when it comes to my
films. My endeavour is to push
myself... Working with dad is
an extremely satisfying
experience, creatively. Also, he
pushes me to think.

One quality of each other that you
wish you had...
VARUN: The way he faces
adversity. After every failure,
he has come back stronger. I
remember in 2000s, his career
had a bad dip and almost three
consecutive films didn’t work,
he was written off. Then, he
came back with a massive hit,

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. He has
never waited for big stars. I
wish I had that quality. I don’t
want to only wait for big
directors. I want to be able to do
well with new directors or with
those whose previous films
haven’t done well.
DAVID: The way he looks
after his body, I wish I had that
quality (laughs). I can’t resist
good food and he’s like ‘what
are you trying to do’?

On Father’s Day, we want to ask
you, David, how do you think Varun
will be as a father, when he does
become one?
DAVID: I know he will be a
very good father. Niyara (Rohit
Dhawan’s one-year-old
daughter), loves him.
VARUN: I’m already doing
everything — from changing
nappies to things one does
when raising a baby, with my

niece. But I don’t want her to
see me as ‘old chachu’. I hope
she thinks I am cool (laughs).

Was it always planned that Varun
would take up acting and be part of
Bollywood just like you?
DAVID: He was a very
naughty kid. I didn’t know
what profession he’d take up. I
certainly didn’t know it would
be acting. One fine day, he tells
us (the family) he is going to be
a hero. I’ve been in the film
industry for 40 years and I had
no clue that my son was
interested in my profession! He
hid it from me.
VARUN: I was hiding partly
because since childhood, my
mother has raised both me and
my brother [Rohit Dhawan] as
self-dependent kids. And she
used to tell me stories about my
father, his struggle and how he
made it big in life. I understood

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

‘Notcalledanitem
numberwhenSRK
orSalmansirdoit’

HT CITYIVE
EXCLUS

On Father’s Day, we catch up with
industry’s Jodi No. 1 — the Dhawan duo
Juhi Chakarborty

Kriti Sanon feels
the ‘item number’
tag is sexist

that there was no substitute for
hard work. So, when I decided
to get into films, I knew that my
father has a good equity and
name and I had to keep that up.
But I didn’t want to do that with
his help...
DAVID: (interrupts) But one
thing is there, when he became
an actor and got a break from
Karan Johar [Student of the
Year; 2012], it gave us a big jolt.
I was like, ‘can he even act?’ I
went to watch his debut and I
told my brother ‘He has turned
an actor’. And then I made up
my mind to work with him.
VARUN: I wanted my second
film to be Badlapur but dad
signed me for his film [Main
Tera Hero] and I couldn’t say
no (laughs).

First Judwaa 2 and now Coolie No.
1, is it only for remakes that you
two team up?

DAVID: It’s not like that, but
yes, I’m more comfortable
doing it with him. All my life
I’ve worked with every hero in
the industry, from Amitabh
Bachchan to Riteish
Deshmukh, over 35 of them.
Now, with my son, I’ve found
the comfort level so I’m
enjoying. If he wasn’t good, I’d
not have cast him, that way I’m
very professional. I told him,
‘Don’t spoil my work’. But he’s
extremely disciplined.
VARUN: I feel the pressure
with every film, not just in
dad’s films. The screenplay of
Coolie No. 1 is outstanding. The
film is coming back after 25
years. The premise has
changed but the essence
remains the same. I wanted to
do the film because of the story
and screenplay. It is going to be
fun working with Sara (Ali
Khan) and Paresh Rawal.

or long, female actors in
the industry have been
grousing over the
appellation ‘item number’
that’s often given to “dance
numbers”. But little seems
to have changed. Now, Kriti
Sanon also adds her voice
to the objection calling
the label “derogatory”
and sexist.
Kriti, who has performed
two special songs — Aao Kabhi
Haveli Pe for Stree (2018), and
Aira Gaira for Kalank, says,
“When Aamir (Khan) sir, Shah
Rukh (Khan) sir or Salman
(Khan) sir perform a special
song in a film, those songs are
never called item numbers.
Then why change that when a
female actor does the same?
This mindset must change.”
She adds, “Why do people
call these songs item numbers

F

is something I really don’t
understand. It doesn’t give
out good vibes. They are
simply dance numbers that
add to the entertainment
factor of the film. These songs
are loved by people. So why
can’t one be a little more
respectful towards those who
make these songs and those
who feature in it?”
The 28-year-old says, “I was
studying to be an engineer
when modelling and acting
happened. I realised that was
my calling because I’ve always
been creative. Also, dancing is
something that I love. So, be it
any dance number, they’re all
really close to my heart, which
is why this ‘item song’ tag is a
little upsetting”
Kriti has Panipat, Arjun
Patiala and Housefull 4 lined
up, but would love “to do a
dance film”, as well.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

‘I admire my dad’s zest for life’

STOP PRESS
AKSHAY REQUESTS FANS
TO KEEP THINGS POSITIVE
arlier, actor Akshay Kumar’s
cop drama Sooryavanshi and
Salman Khan’s Inshallah were
releasing on Eid 2020. But to
avoid the clash, Sooryavanshi
will now release March 27, 2020.
After the date change, fans had

E

become warring factions on
Twitter. On Friday, Akshay
tweeted a note to “request”
fans “with folded hands not to
start/participate in such trends”.
On June 12, Salman had
tweeted: “I always thought of
him as my younger brother and
today he proves it...
#RohitShetty. Sooryavanshi
releasing on 27th March, 2020.”

Pooja Sharma
ad it not been for his
father, astrologer P
Khurrana, Aparshakti
Khurana probably wouldn’t
have been an actor today. It
was his dad who encouraged
him and his brother
Ayushmann to try their luck in
Mumbai. The actor reminisces
about the time when he set out
to make his career, saying, “All
my life I have been a
sportsperson, with just as
much inclination towards
acting as well. I used to play
cricket, and then radio
happened, acting wasn’t on the
cards then. But, one thing
followed the other and
everything fell in place. After
Dangal (2016), I shifted base to
Mumbai. But, it was my dad,
who always motivated us to
chase our dreams. He has
instilled that conviction and
strong sense of self-belief in
both of us. We will be eternally
grateful to him, who is not only
our support system but our
critic too.”
Talking about the qualities
that he aspires to imbibe from
his dad, Aparshakti says, “I

H

Aditya Roy Kapur says it took him
time to get Aashiqui 2 off his mind
Pooja Sharma

With time,
Aditya has
learnt to control
his attachment
with a film

MORE INSIDE

ome actors believe in being
spontaneous, while some
prefer to undergo hardcore training before they start a
film.
Well, Aditya Roy Kapur
believes in doing his
“homework” in advance.
“It is necessary that you do
your homework,” says the
33-year-old explaining that the
preparation helps one to adapt.
“Everything may change on
the film set — what you
thought of a location has
changed, or you see it in a
different way (once you are
actually on set)... The director
might want something
different; your co-actors might
say a line in an unexpected
way... So, you can’t be rigid.
Your preparation prepares you
for that change. When you are
there, you are able to adapt and
allow yourself to be fluid and
free in those moments of
change,” says Aditya, who is
juggling Malang, Sadak 2 and
an Anurag Basu directorial.
When prodded about how
his approach to the craft has
evolved over the years, he

S

replies, “You understand
yourself and the process a little
better. Every director works
differently, and you have to
figure that and that in itself
is a challenge. Every role
demands a different kind of
preparation. Like when I was
doing Aashiqui 2 (2013), I was
younger and it took me time to
get over that film. Later, you
come closer to be being able to
control it.”
Has he become more
calculative about how he
chooses a film? “Honestly, it’s
the same. I don’t know if you
can really calculate whether
it will work or not, because
no one really knows. As for
me, I am just aiming to connect
with the right scripts,” he says.
But, would he call or
approach a filmmaker if he
were interested in a project?
Aditya says, “For actors,
it’s more of a matter of
waiting... Someone has to
want you in their project. For
me, it is about people whose
work I’ve liked... It is actually
even nice when you like
someone’s work and you let
them know. I have done that.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Every role demands a different kind of preparation. Like
when I was doing Aashiqui 2, I was younger and it took
me time to get over that film.
ADITYA ROY KAPUR ACTOR
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

(Right) Aparshakti Khurana;
(above) P Khurrana
really admire his zest for life.
Even in this phase, he is so
ambitious and is a go-getter. He
has always taken challenges
head on and maintained a
positive outlook in life. People
tell me that I’ve inherited his
‘high energy’. He is certainly
the life of the party.”
On asking him if his father is
happy with his journey so far,
the actor adds, “He is quite
content with the way my
brother and I are headed. He
often tells us to be grateful for
whatever we have achieved,
but, at the same time, he says,
we should never rest on our
past laurels and keep working
hard. Most importantly, he has
taught us to keep our feet on
the ground while having stars
in our eyes.”
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‘IT’S A MYTH
THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS
SERIOUSNESS’
Diljit Dosanjh says as
per his experience,
turbaned Sikhs are not
being misrepresented in
Bollywood

Saurabh won’t network or socialise for work
Sangeeta Yadav
or some actors, socialising
and networking form an
integral part of their
profession for they want to be
seen and remain in the public
eye and for others, they prefer
their work to do the talking.
Actor Saurabh Shukla belongs
to the second category.
“I have no time to socialise,”
he says, adding, “In the [film]
industry, people expect me to
keep networking as my top
priority, meet different and
new people and do a lot of
networking to get more work.
But, I don’t believe socialising
and networking can get you
work. It is your hard work that
gets noticed in the industry.”
The 56-year-old actor
flaunts a great body of work,
having portrayed diverse
characters in films such as
Satya (1998), the Jolly LLB
franchise and PK (2014) among
others. He says, “I don’t feel
the need to network in order to

F

get work. Work keeps coming
to you if you are true to the
craft. Mujhe lagta hai ki agar
aap kaam karenge toh kaam se
hee kaam aayega. Log aapko
aapke kaam se jaane woh
behtar hai.”
The actor has six back-toback films releasing this year
and he isn’t complaining. “At
this moment, I’m completely
concentrating on work. It’s
right to say that I don’t have a
social life. Whatever time I’m
left with after work, it’s for my
family,” he quips.
Happy with how things
have changed over these years
and he is counted among finest
actors in the industry, Shukla
adds, “I remember nobody
knew me when I came into the
industry. Nobody was
bothered if we are doing good
work or bad work. If I would do
anything good, people used to
praise me. But, I never went
door-to-door in search of work
or socialise or network for it.”
n

Saurabh
Shukla

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

JUNE 16-22

Kangana Ranaut

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE:
The moment you drop the
mind, put it aside, a clearing
opens, a door widens into
the mystery of existence.
Suddenly there is no
problem and there is no
answer either, but a great
contentment, a tremendous
fulfilment arises in your
being, says Osho, the Zen
master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Varun Dhawan

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Disha Patani

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Arjun Kapoor
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You dominate the intellectual scene with your
intense, creative and clever mind. Personal
relationships need to be rejuvenated with tender,
loving care rather than through analysis and
discussion. You tend to live too much in your head and
less in the real world, it’s time to become aware and
awake to reality and deal with whatever confronts
you. Mental tension can cause health problems and
further confusion. There is a time and place for control
but there is no need to let it take charge of your life.
Relax as there is more to life than being on top of
things.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Sky Blue

LEO

You are likely to have mixed feelings about everything
this week! You look at failure in some areas and
success in other aspects of life. Since you feel insecure
about new people or connections, you find yourself
saying ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in one sentence. You tend
to procrastinate and allow worthwhile opportunities
to slip away, be aware and quick to respond. Health
problems need to be attended to or they can get out
of hand. Finances and practical details demand your
attention and energy. Personal relationships flower
with love, time and patience. Think positively and stay
away from negative and destructive people!
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Sea Green

VIRGO

Your professional experience and repute brings
opportunities for expansion and growth. There are,
however, changes on the cards as old systems,
patterns and equipment need to be updated or
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and investment. You
have already a firm business foundation or platform
for growth and diversification that challenges you to
be adventurous and enterprising. You may redecorate
or renovate working and living spaces to change
ambiance and energy. Parents, old friends and family
get in touch. You reap the harvest of what you have
sown in the past.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Saffron

LIBRA

You are swift and strong while making professional
moves and business arrangements this week! You have
a youthful outlook and energy that attracts
enthusiastic and creative people in your field of work.
You associate with supportive professionals and move
ahead forcefully achieving targets without
procrastinating or waiting for anything. Personal
relationships are loving and romantic yet there can be
ego clashes. Acceptance of the other’s individuality and
need for space can resolve any conflicts between you
and your partner. It’s important to remain in touch with
your sense of humour.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Golden Orange

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Sara Ali Khan

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Ayushmaan Khurrana

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Parineeti Chopra

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Tara Sutaria

It’s best to take stock of situations and put some
energy into making changes and achieving goals. You
have been patient and loving in emotional
relationships but now need some clarity and
commitment. Health needs watching and finances
need to be managed. You need to be consistent and
persistent for a while to achieve stability and material
gain. You are likely to pay wandering visits to friends
and family. A Pisces person supports you through ups
and downs. It’s best to let go rather than hang on to
anything that is finished. New dimensions are waiting
to be discovered.
Lucky Number: 8 Good Colour: Creamy White

SAGITTARIUS

Professional opportunities do not materialise as you
had thought they would but a closer look reveals that
whatever happened was for the better. A new
connection or lucrative offer comes to you when you
least expect it. A personal relationship is full of
promise but a commitment may take longer than you
imagined. It’s best not to cling to the past, say a fond
farewell and stop repeating old, negative patterns.
This is a call to get on with your life and not miss
opportunities for success and happiness. Some friends
can be inconsiderate but change quickly when they
realize how sensitive you are.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Old Rose

CAPRICORN

You are able to perfect and complete a business
project after much labour that brings material and
professional rewards this week. Financial settlements
and deals can be made easily at this point as new
opportunities present themselves. You have learned a
great deal from experience and are not about to make
the same mistakes you made in the past, be it in
personal or professional situations. Beware of making
unreliable moves and decisions due to hurry or
anxiety. Give yourself a well-deserved holiday by
resting and getting away from it all. Personal
relationships are enhanced with love and care.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

AQUARIUS

Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you
on an unplanned journey! You are blessed with clarity
of vision and spiritual insight that guides you through
calm and stormy seas! You are not beyond making an
error of judgement under stress so relax and unwind
before taking important personal and professional
decisions. Family looks to you for guidance and
support that you willingly provide. Beware of setting
yourself up with great expectations in any aspect or
there can be disappointment. An over view and
balanced perspective allows you to see things as they
really are. Be compassionate!
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Silver Grey

PISCES

Allyouirritatingpeopleoutthere,gotcha!
have to sit next to
every day, consider
slapping the leg into
senses. As an
ultimate resort, get
up and hug the leg,
begging it to stop.
Warning: Please do
this action
discreetly or you
could end up
looking like a dog
in heat if their leg
continues to
shake.

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA

So you’ve been tolerating these kinds patiently?
Huh, no more! Here’s how you can deal with
people who exasperate you on a daily basis
isclaimer: Some of you
would write hate mail to
me after this one. At least
the boring ones out of
you will. And you’ll give me
gyan on how we are not
supposed to respond in the
same coin if someone behaves
badly. And actually you won’t
be wrong in saying that. We’ve
all grown up on moral science
lessons about patiently waiting
for bad to turn good someday.
But aisa hai, while that logic
may be right, when
it comes to serious stuff in life,
it’s the minor day-to-day
irritants that allow us the
unmatchable fun of being able
to get even. I’m gonna talk
about a few such irritants
today. Since some of you have
rightly guessed that I stay
perpetually annoyed with most
things, I decided to not use my
biased judgment on these
rants. I simply asked some of
my friends to take a poll on
some highly irritating ‘bodylanguage’ habits people exhibit
in public. The top
three turned out to be
unmentionable here,
considering this is a saafsuthra family newspaper. If, at
this point, you mockingly turn
to the back page with a raised
eyebrow, I will be forced to
remind you about that page’s
crucial contribution in
reassuring you time and again
that you can indeed have a
family. Coming back to the
point, here are four annoying
kinds of people that irritate the
hell out of those around them.
Let’s give it back this time...

D

Stare-stalkers: These
people can almost make a
living out of staring at others,
in public. Just like that. Maybe
because God gave them eyes.
Maybe because he forgot to add
that those eyes need not be
fixed on people’s faces. Be it at a
bus stop or in a crowded metro,
five minutes won’t pass before
you spot a bona fide member of
the stare-stalker community.
You usually look away and
keep feeling agitated within.
Next time it happens, don’t
punish your own blood
pressure. Widen your eyes,
raise your eyebrows and stare
back, without blinking. Till
everyone’s attention is on the
one staring. Your eyes may
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water, you may feel weird but
do.not.blink.
Remind yourself that you
owe it to the society to scare or
embarrass a stare-stalker out
of work forever. If he/she
doesn’t back off at this, try
blinking your eyes rapidly,
looking straight at them. That
usually does it, as long as you
know the difference between
blinking and winking.
Warning: Those who wear
contact lenses, please don’t try
this or you’ll curse me. Also,
not recommended if the other
person looks very shady, as he
may just consider your action
to be an invite of sorts. For
clarity, refer to the Shakti
Kapoor or Gulshan Grover
look in your head. Sometimes,
having fun at the expense of the
annoyance also happens to do
the trick. Once I saw a girl in
the metro, who seemed fairly
irritated by the constant
staring of a middle-aged man.
She suddenly decided to take
him on, and while everyone
expected a showdown, she
covered her face with her
hands, then lowered them
slowly to reveal her face to the
starer, and said peek-a-boo. I
can’t describe the look on that
man’s face as he retreated.
Leg shakers: These
kinds of people may or
may not know how to dance,
but one of their legs surely
does. Maybe because of
constant practice. No matter
whether they are in public
transport or in a business
meeting, they don’t stop
shaking their leg, even if it
means sending earthquake-like
vibrations to those sitting next
to them.
Medical science has a name
for the condition — the restless
leg syndrome — and attributes
it to some pent-up nervous
energy or simply an adolescent
habit that stuck forever. Once a
guy came over to my office for a
meeting. The fact that he sat
flat on his back in such a
manner that his legs would
have reached Bihar is still
forgivable, but then he started
shaking one of them while
talking about some really
serious work-related matter.
Maybe this was a unique test by
God to see if I can hold forth my
concentration while the

2

The
knucklecrackers: You
know this annoyance normally
goes undiscussed but a lot of
my friends mentioned it as the
thing that bugs the hell out of
them. When people suddenly
start cracking the knuckles of
their fingers one by one,
making that weird ‘pop’
noise each time. Why, some
people even crack
their neck or back when they
get up after staying in a
position for long. Great
indulgence if you are
alone, but OMG, it’s the most
godawful noise, and sight, for

3

furniture around me gets a
mini epileptic seizure. I failed
miserably. And ended up
asking him if he needed
something...er...like a flower
pot to put on his leg so that it
could stop moving. He didn’t
find it funny but that bothers
me less than how much the
shaking leg would be bothering
everyone around him every
day. Tell them to stop and take
a walk to utilise the energy. If
the dancing leg belongs to a
colleague or classmate who you

the person sitting next to you. If
someone does that around you
any longer, take out a notebook
and pen and tell them you are
ready to keep a record of how
many of their 206 or more
joints have popped so far.
Tell them that you love the
sound and won’t rest in peace
till you get them an award
for having an entire
orchestra inside their body.
It’ll work.
The nose-pickers: Do I
need to elaborate on this
one? Really? Keep a torch
handy. The moment they
start digging for the treasure,
volunteer to help them look for
it. Tell them you are willing to
even try taking it out for them if
they agree to give you 50%.
Sorry, that was gross. But
needed.
Sonal Kalra plans to write a
book on how utterly boring life
would be if everyone behaved
with good manners. Mail her,
if you agree, at sonal.kalra
@hindustantimes.com,
facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra
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Time to negate ill effects of Saturn

ometimes we experience
the worst unprecedented
consequences in our life.
Should we blame that
particular time or blame the
timing when we sowed seeds
for such circumstances? It is
the latter part which is to be
blamed but this can be
controlled. A person commits
a crime and gets caught by the
police. The judge sends him to
the jail. For the culprit, the
police and the judge are evil
as they have put him behind
the bars. But, the evil had
engulfed him when he had
decided to commit the crime,
and it was at its peak when he
committed the crime.
Astrologically, the period
when the criminal committed
the crime was bountiful. It
must have happened in a
relatively good period. The
period when he succumbed to
the crime occurred in the
adverse transit of Shani. And
for this reason, many get
more scared of Shani than
other planets. Every planet,
beneficial or not, has a dark
side. The activated darker
side induces the native to go
in for unethical activities,
which pay dividends. The
native goes gaga about it
thanking the almighty for the
terrific period, but he forgets
that the law (Shani) will catch

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Rana Dagubatti

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Diljeet Dosanjh

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Sushant Singh Rajput

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Janhvi Kapoor

Crystal clarity of mind and intelligence enables you to
handle many aspects simultaneously and also keep
things in perspective. You are likely to go over details,
agreements and projects with a toothcomb and
outline a clear plan of action. Beware of selfish and
conceited people who pretend to be your friends.
Don’t allow intellectual pride to alienate you from old
associates. You bring order in chaotic situations by
clearing any confusion or blocks. Personal
relationships have a contented feeling that permeates
through the family. You may enrol for an academic
programme to enhance your professional skills.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colour: Daffodil Yellow

Unexpected happenings at work and wonderful
surprises at home keep you happy and busy. Since this
is a time of change you need to move into it rather
than resist it. You can make breakthroughs in stuck
situations or destructive patterns by becoming aware
and moving right out of them. A new vision in
business and a fresh perspective in relationships is
needed for things to change positively. Don’t allow
life and patterns to repeat mindlessly. Birth of a new
consciousness takes you to a higher vantage point.
Visitors or communications from overseas you have
been waiting for are likely to arrive this week.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Royal Blue

You relax comfortably in the beautiful world you have
created around you this week! You may allow a person
you care about, to take front place but take charge of
everything in the background. You spread joy and
happiness to people around you. You share hospitality
and memorable times with friends and family. You are
ambitious and persevering when trying to achieve
perfection in professional ventures. It’s time to live
intensely and share your richness with others. Be
silent, meditative and peaceful in natural
surroundings to rejuvenate your energy! Beware of a
capricious woman who could deplete your energy.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Soft Green

You view life from a broad perspective! Travel
overseas and connections in far off places are revived.
You may be exposed to media and get involved in
multifarious activity. You arrive at a synthesis or the
essence of the question or problem itself in a personal
relationship. Since you are able to crystallise issues
resolution is not far behind. Patience and
perseverance are great virtues when people you love
go through uncertain moods for a short time. You
experience and experiment with different ideas,
activities, systems, diets, fitness routines and
pastimes before adopting them.
Lucky Number: 21 Good Colour: Midnight Blue

DAILY HOROSCOPE
Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find yourself in a
happy situation, as far as
finances are concerned.
Th
here is much that
rremains to be done at
work, so manage
your time well.
Tensions with
spouse threaten to
sspoil the domestic
atmosphere today. You
atm
may plan a business-cumleisure trip. Possession of a
property may come to you.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Metallic Blue

Health remains good. Those
facing cash crunch are likely
to find their monetary
con
ndition improving.
SSomeone in the family
is likely to do you
proud. Overseas
journey may
materialise for some.
Some of you are likely
to b
become owners of a
landed property. For some,
frustrations cannot be ruled
out on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Pink

Good returns can be
expected by your initiative
on the health front. Your
professional excellence
will help promote
w
your name and
attract clients. This
is a good day to
spend driving round
tthe countryside.
Remember that your
Rem
preparation will become the
key to your good showing
on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Your active lifestyle will
ensure that you remain fit
and energetic. Opportunities
for investing in some
good schemes may
come to you soon.
Professional worries
are likely to mount
for some. A family
gathering is in the
me
offing. Your dream home
may turn into reality soon.
Winning a monetary prize in
a competition seems real.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Golden Brown

A helping hand to someone
in monetary need is likely to
give you immense inner
satisfaction. Your
willingness to take
the initiative at
work is likely to
impress superiors.
Personal relationship
with someone may
our
come in the way of your
extending a helping hand to
them. A vacation is likely to
proceed as per plans.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Saffron

It will be important to
choose an exercise routine
that is in sync with your
lifestyle. Financially,
you are likely to
break even in a new
venture. You may
not get the consent
for something you
desire on the
u
professional front. You
can become a source of
inspiration for your child or
a family youngster.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

PHOTO: HTCS
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hold of him, eventually.
Shani is an auditor and
scrutinizer of our Karma, and
is merciless, whereas, the
other so-called beneficial
planets, when wrongly
activated, force the native to
go for unethical gains. Please
understand, the darker side
of the most benefic planets
(exalted, functional benefices
or otherwise) of a horoscope
are the principal significator
of miseries. The native is
bound to get through the
disciplinary sword of Saturn.
The murkier side of Mercury
will infuse decline in abstract
mental thinking, leading to
fantasies, confusion,
immature behaviour and even
insanity. A shadowy Jupiter
shall indulge in pomp and
show and will make the native
incur colossal expenditure. A
dusky Venus can bring
discord in marriage, and the
native seeks pleasure out of
the marital bond. Shady side

of Mars makes the native
argumentative and makes
him prone to wage war on
others without reason. The
dark side of moon leads to
fickleness, intolerance and
orthodoxy. The dusky side of
the sun leads to gain from the
government, illegally. Saturn
audits the Karma in respect to
the deeds committed by him
in the era of the different
planets, and there is no planet
that can pardon the verdict of
Saturn. A planned journey
that follows after a horoscope
reading is the best way to
negate the ills of Saturn.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Visit:
www.vinaybajrangi.com; Call:
9278665588 or 9278555588; Blog:
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog.
Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains satisfactory.
Money from other sources is
likely to boost earnings and
kee
ep you financially
ssound. Your
willingness for work
is likely to make you
the favourite of
superiors. Your wellwishers can force you
w
into something that will
ultimately benefit you. Avoid
getting overstrained on a
long journey.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Brown

A side business will start
giving good returns and add
to your wealth. You will
rem
main a step ahead of
what the boss thinks
w
of and impress them.
You can be treated
to something special
at home. Commuting
can become a hassle
for tthose travelling long
distance. Prospects of
getting a piece of property
at bargain price look bright.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Silver

Some of you may turn your
attention towards health to
keep fit. Earning good
mo
oney is indicated for
tthose into business.
You may get the
opportunity to
return a favour to a
workplace colleague.
Changes required at
C
home may be given the
hom
go ahead. Your well-wishers
will keep your flag flying
high on the social front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Dark Brown

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Monetary problems are likely
to multiply as savings
evaporate. You may have to
find time to cope up
with incomplete work
at work today. A
family reunion may
be on the cards, so
plan your leave. This
is a good time to plan
a short vacation. An
addition or alteration to the
house may commence soon
under your supervision.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Violet

Insistence on healthy habits
will be key to remaining fit
and energetic. Someone on
the business front may
take you for a ride by
promising much, but
delivering little. A
family youngster
may need guidance,
but do some with a
ely
soft glove. You are likely
to enjoy a long drive with
friends. Commuting
problems get resolved.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Light Blue

You find an improvement in
your health and feel more
energetic. An earning
me
opportunity may com
along for those into
business and
traders. It will be
fun travelling with
friends and family
today. Exciting
company is likely to
make a journey pleasurable.
Booking a house or a plot is
possible.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream
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I want to dance around trees in a
chiffon sari: Ankita Lokhande

‘I WAS TAKING
A BREATHER
FROM TV’

Juhi Chakraborty
he started her big screen
career with a period
drama, a very unusual
choice, one could say, for an
actor. And Ankita Lokhande
did justice to her role of
soldier Jhalkari Bai in
Manikarnika: The Queen of
Jhansi. But now, the actor is
ready to explore the hardcore
commercial space in her
upcoming projects.
“I want to do a proper
commercial film. I want to
dance around trees and wear
a chiffon sari (laughs) . I have
grown up watching that kind
of cinema and I have no
problem in doing typical
Bollywood films,” she shares.
But what about the whole

S

Debina Bonnerjee is back on
television with a supernatural
show where she plays an
antagonist. Reveals that she
was working on her YouTube
channel in her two-year break
Sneha Mahadevan

n the two years that she was
missing from the tube,
Debina Bonnerjee says that
it was a welcome breather.
She also reveals that she had
developed an interest in
making content for the digital
medium so her time away from
television was fruitfully
utilised.
“I was always around so I
don’t really know if you can
call it a ‘comeback’. I was also
busy with my YouTube
channel and doing ad films
and shows, and wasn’t really
missing out on anything. I
know the grind of TV is almost
24 hours, which is why I was
taking a breather. Also the
shows that I was being offered
were either not creatively

I

satisfactory or the shooting
locations were really far-off. I
consciously did not want to
pick roles like these,” says
Debina, who is back on TV
playing an antagonist in a
supernatural show.
On her YouTube channel,
Debina covers a wide range of
topics like travel, beauty,
skincare, fashion, etc.
Coincidentally, she started her
channel after one of her hard
disks crashed. The hard disk
had her documented
memories of her trips with
husband and actor Gurmeet
Choudhary. Debina explains,
“We (Gurmeet and I) are
extensive travellers and I
would record travel and
personal memories and keep
them on my hard disk. When it
crashed, I could not retrieve

03

‘audience wants to see
meaningful cinema’ debate?
“Well, commercial films can
fall into that category as well.
People want to watch good
content and drama, and not
anything artificial because
you don’t connect with such
films. I am going to go with the
flow,” adds the actor.
While she is yet to
announce her second film,
Ankita admits that after
such a strong debut, she does
not want to rush into
things.
“I’ve become very choosy
because Jhalkari Bai was so
impactful. Whatever I choose
to do next has to be equally
inspiring. People are coming
with really good scripts and
I’m [enjoying] reading those.

They are very powerful. I am
getting many women-oriented
films,” she says.
Ankita took up a role in her
debut film that wasn’t the
lead. Is she making extra
effort and looking to bag lead
roles now? “I don’t think like
that,” she says, adding, “I may
not have played the main
character in my film but my
role was very impactful. Even
if you do a character role, you
have to perform like you are
the main person. Ultimately,
it is up to you how you handle
the characters.”

I have become very
choosy because
Jhalkari Bai was so
impactful. Whatever I
choose to do next, has
to be equally inspiring.
People are coming up
with really good scripts.
ANKITA LOKHANDE, ACTOR

My YouTube channel consists of what I really I am: my
travel, my thought and the process of beauty and
skincare, along with fashion.
DEBINA BONNERJEE, ACTOR
any of my data and that
prompted me to put
everything out there on the
Internet so that it is secure for
ever. After I launched the
channel, I did my extra bit and
started editing the videos
properly and shooting the
whole thing in a proper
sequence. Social media has a
wide range of audience, and I

had this amazing realisation
that YouTube is still one of
the most used social media
platforms in India. My
YouTube channel consists
of what I really I am: my
travel, my thought and the
process of beauty and
skincare, along with
fashion.”
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Nothing shocks my father: Swara
Sneha Mahadevan
hen Swara Bhasker’s
father, Chitrapu Uday
Bhaskar, was in
Mumbai paying her a visit, the
actor decided to come up with a
fun video for Father’s Day. In
the video, which will be
released today, Swara asked
her followers to ask questions
that they would generally feel
uncomfortable asking their
parents. Her father will then be
seen answering a few of those

W

questions. Talking about the
idea behind the video, Swara
says she wanted her followers
to know about her father. “I’m
extremely close to both my
parents. When my mom was
away in New York doing her
PhD at NYU, my Dad took care
of my brother and me. So there
was never any ‘can’t- discussthis-with-dad’ kind of feeling in
me. We have a very open
relationship and talk about
everything. We thought of this
concept because my dad is a

great giver of advice and he is a
practical man who is not easily
shocked. I thought it might be
nice to share that side of him
with my followers and
viewers,” she says.
She adds that this video is a
tribute to her father and the
friendship they have shared
over the past couple of years. “I
think it’s very important to
have a strong and stable
father figure — especially for
girls. It makes one stable,
secure and confident as a

person. I think my parents are
the reason I’m a relatively
fearless person today. My
father gave me the most
precious advice that a father
can give a daughter growing up
— ‘You don’t have to do
anything you don’t want to’.
This video, for me, is a
celebration of our relation.”
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INDULGE

ON SUNDAY
■

■

IMAGE MAKEOVER
Dum Pukht revolutionised Indian food, thus
popularising the use of single servings of
purdah biryanis

■

FAMILY GUY
Jiggs (centre) with (anticlockwise from right) his wife Lovjeet,
son Zorawar and daughter-in-law Dildeep

WHAT’S IN A NAME
With the success of Masala Library, that
uses Jiggs’s name, his reputation soared
among a new generation

The Legend Of Jiggs Kalra

■

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
Irrespective of the fact that Zorawar
Kalra’s (standing) success was his
own, he never stopped crediting his
father Jiggs Kalra

HE WAS never a chef but he created the cult of the celebrity chef and transformed restaurant cuisine forever

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

A

ll too often we don’t realise
how much esteem the world
has for our friends until it
is almost too late. I was
reminded of this a week ago when
Jiggs Kalra went off to that great
kitchen in the city.
The last time I saw Jiggs was
some months ago. Manav Thadani,
who organises the Hotel Operations
Summit India (HOSI) every year,
asked me if I would conduct a conversation on stage with Jiggs and his
restaurateur son Zorawar.
I said I would be happy to do it
but there were practical difficulties.
It was no secret that Jiggs had not
been well. He had been confined to a
wheelchair for years, and his various
ailments meant that he was often not
in a talkative mood. Would he be willing to turn up at the appointed hour
and speak to a roomful of hoteliers?
Manav said he had asked Zorawar
who had checked with his dad and they
would both be glad to do it. I was a little
surprised and decided that if Jiggs
was not in great form that morning, I
would steer the conversation towards
Zorawar and we would be okay.
The day of the conference, I
turned up in the green room to find a
bright and bubbly Jiggs, full of laughter and jokes.
It had been years since I had seen
him so cheery.
As it turned out, the conference
session was a spectacular success. It
was as though the Jiggs of 20 years
ago had suddenly returned. He told
stories, revealed culinary secrets, was
characteristically irreverent and had
the audience eating out of the palm of
his hand. Zorawar and I were support-

ing actors in the Jiggs Kalra Show.
When the session ended, the
audience (many of whom were of a
generation that had never seen Jiggs
before) rose to its feet and gave him a
standing ovation that wouldn’t stop.
Zorawar had tears in his eyes.
Even Jiggs was nearly crying when
we wheeled him off stage. For
Zorawar, it was the joy of seeing his
father recognised by the industry.
For Jiggs, it was the reassurance
that even though he had been out of
action for years, the notoriously fickle hotel business still honoured his
enormous contribution to the Indian
food scene.
When news of Jiggs’s passing
broke, I was not surprised by the massive outpouring of grief that followed.
I knew by then that Jiggs had become
a legend in the hospitality business.
His family loved him of course. His
friends loved him. But we were not
alone. The world loved him too.
When I first met Jiggs in the early
1980s, neither of us had any idea of
what a big deal he would eventually
become. Jiggs had started out in regular journalism (with Khushwant
Singh’s The Illustrated Weekly of
India) and had moved on, nearly a
decade later, to becoming a full-time
food specialist. While his food journalism was fine, there wasn’t much
call for food writers in those days.
So Jiggs became an all-round food

■

IN GOOD BOOKS
Jiggs Kalra’s cookbook Prashad is a
treasure trove of recipes from the most
talented Indian chefs

expert. In that era (the 1980s), Indian
food was divided into three categories: what we ate at home, what the
great cooks of the streets and the traditional restaurants served up and
the cuisine they taught at Catering
College. Nearly all hotel kitchens
were run by Catering College graduates who were all content to turn out
roughly the same sort of food at restaurant after restaurant.
Jiggs is the man who broke that
pattern. He had enormous respect for
individual chefs at hotels but little
patience with the standard Catering
College menu. Fortunately, he found
managers who were willing to experiment. As he told us at HOSI that day,
Rajiv Kaul (now of the Leela; then
with the Oberoi group) was one of
the first hoteliers to encourage him
to discover great home cooks and
wonderful traditional chefs and to
organise food festivals based on their
cuisine. Later, both Ajit Kerkar and
Camellia Panjabi of the Taj group
began hiring Jiggs to rejig their
menus and to break with the hotel
food of old.
Jiggs loved it. He travelled all
over India, discovering such institutions
as
Lucknow’s
Tunde
Kababwalla whose fame had not
spread beyond their own cities and
bringing them and their dishes to
national attention. He struck up
friendships with the more talented
hotel chefs (Arvind Saraswat of the
Taj, for one) and worked with them to
develop food ideas.
A TV show and a definitive cookbook (Prashad: Cooking with Indian
Masters), based on the recipes of the
masters, emerged from those adventures And Jiggs’s most successful
collaboration was probably his time
with ITC.
The chain always had superlative
Indian food. Bukhara was famous
even in the mid-1980s and the cuisine
at the Maurya’s Mayur restaurant
was excellent. But ITC had never
quite learned how to take its food to
the next level.
That is where Jiggs came in. He
worked closely with Manjit Gill (who
was then executive chef of the
Maurya) to create a new restaurant to
be called Dum Pukht. The inspiration
came from the Lucknow style of
cooking (mainly biryani) in steam
but Jiggs and Manjit worked together

on many new dishes such as a raan in
pastry, a sort of Goat Wellington. (It
had rum in the marinade and cocktail onions in the stuffing.)
Jiggs persuaded ITC that all
great restaurants needed to be
helmed by chefs. ITC already had
Imtiaz Qureshi, a former Lucknow
wedding caterer, who was chef at
Mayur. Imtiaz was (and still is) brilliant but he had never been given the
platform that Jiggs and Manjit gave
him. They designed the Dum Pukht
concept around him and ITC even
put his photo in the ads for the restaurant – a pivotal moment for Indian
chefs who had never before been
granted this level of recognition.
With Imtiaz as its face, Dum
Pukht revolutionised Indian food,
popularising the use of single servings of purdah biryanis (till then
biryani had been made in large pots,
not in individual servings), creating
the craze for kakori kebabs and
teaching us that the cuisine of
Lucknow was far more advanced
than the bogus Punjabi food most
North Indian restaurants served.
Jiggs did not always have it easy.
He was as short tempered as he could
be charming and eventually nearly
every chef he worked with began to
resent him, believing that it was
their talent that counted for everything and arguing that they did not
need Jiggs.
It was a foolish argument that
ignored the great contribution that
Jiggs had made. Few of the resentful
chefs realised that Jiggs was professional enough to create restaurants
that would outlive individual chefs. It is
years since Imtiaz has cooked at Delhi’s
Dum Pukht, for instance, but the food
just keeps getting better. And most of
the angry chefs have been forgotten
while Jiggs became an institution.
In later years as his health began
to fail and his mobility began to be
restricted, Jiggs was less adventurous but just as influential. He welcomed the 1990s and the era of liberalisation (and food ingredient
imports) by creating the Salmon
Tikka at the Hyatt’s Aangan restaurant in Delhi. Few Indian chefs had
much experience with such cold
water fish as salmon but Jiggs adapted his style to global ingredients and
the Salmon Tikka is now cooked by
chefs everywhere, most of whom

■

FACE TIME
Chef Imtiaz Qureshi was Jiggs’s first choice
for Dum Pukht

don’t realise that Jiggs invented it.
Just when his old friends thought
that ill health would put an end to
Jiggs’s activities, the Kalra name
suddenly had a new lease of life. His
son Zorawar opened the successful
Punjab Grill restaurant chain (which
he later sold to Lite Bite Foods, its
current owners) and freely acknowledged his debt to his father.
Then he opened Masala Library
in Mumbai and though the restaurant focused on modern Indian cuisine of the sort that was never Jiggs’s
forte, Zorawar insisted on calling it
“Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra ”.
When the restaurant became a success, Jiggs’s reputation soared
among a new generation.
I asked Jiggs a couple of years ago
how it felt not to be remembered so
much for his greatest achievements
(his role in bringing the food of the
streets to restaurants, elevating

The Talents Of The Trailhawk

■

JEEP’S NEW Compass variant is extremely versatile, as at home in the city as off-road

■

PARTNERS IN CRIME
Jiggs worked closely with ITC Maurya’s
chef Manjit Gill

Lucknow’s cuisine at hotels, the
Salmon Tikka, etc.) but to have become
a household name on the basis of
Zorawar’s later success. “He has made
me so proud,” he said emotionally.
And certainly, Jiggs could not
have asked for a better son than
Zorawar and a better daughter-in-law
than Dildeep, Zorawar’s wife, who
looked after him with touching care
and devotion. No matter how successful he’s become, and no matter that
his success was his own, Zorawar
never stopped crediting his father.
Jiggs came along at a time when
Indian cuisine needed someone to bring
it all together and to take it to global
standards. He became that person.
And so every time you go to an
Indian restaurant anywhere in the
world and read the menu, think of
my old friend Jiggs Kalra.
Had he not been around, that
menu would have been very different.

SMOOTH SAILING
This car comes with a dedicated ‘Rock’
mode, which lets you tackle rocks

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

T

here are SUVs and there
are Jeeps. And then there
are ‘Trail Rated’ Jeeps. It’s
a badge of honour given
to those Jeeps with exceptional offroad capabilities and the Trailhawk
version of the Jeep Compass, that’s
just been launched, belongs to this
elite breed.
To see if the Trailhawk has
earned its ‘Trail Rated’ emblem,
which sits discreetly on the side of
the car, I spent an afternoon in a
secluded pocket of the Western
Ghats around 30km from Lonavla,
clambering up muddy slopes, slithering down mountain sides, crawling over rocky river beds and fording small streams. In this terrain,
the Trailhawk felt as comfortable as
a mountain goat and I was shocked
by how easily it traipsed across the
obstacle-strewn off-road course
without even breaking a sweat.
Underpinning
the
rugged
Trailhawk are tough 4x4 mechani-

cals, which include a ‘low range’
gearbox to pull you out of sticky situations and a dedicated ‘Rock’ mode,
which lets you tackle well, rocks.

TOUGH TALK
What’s interesting is that at a time
when manufacturers are ditching
4x4 systems in their SUVs, Jeep has
given us the ultimate off-roader. But
why launch a hard core off-roader
when only 10 per cent of Trailhawk
customers at the most, will dirty
their wheels?
It’s more to do with the brand
than anything else. Let’s not forget
the heritage of Jeep, which is rooted
in World War II where it started life
as ‘General Purpose’ or GP vehicle
(from which the name Jeep was
derived) and played a pivotal role in
the Allied victory. And it’s this indestructible go-anywhere image, born

on a battle field, that is an intrinsic
part of the 80-year-old brand’s DNA,
which the American car maker
wants to flaunt.
Besides, with not many serious
4x4s in this category, the Trailhawk
is the de facto choice in the ₹25-30
lakh price bracket for off-roading
enthusiasts.

HITS AND MISSES
The Trailhawk doesn’t look much
different from the regular Compass
except for a slightly higher stance
(for better ground clearance), beefier all-terrain tyres and a matt black
patch on the bonnet, which helps to
cut glare on inclines.
The interior of the Trailhawk is
pretty much the same as the standard Compass except for the allblack cabin theme. Splashes of red,
a signature Trailhawk colour, add

some colour to the cabin and details
like the red double-stitching on the
seats, steering and door pads, and
red accents around the instrument
cluster, gear lever and speakers, look
great. Cabin quality is very good,
like in the regular Compass, and the
generous use of soft touch plastics
gives an upmarket feel.
However, interior space isn’t the
most generous and the rear seat in
particular falls short of the space
you expect in a ₹25 lakh plus car.
Though the Trailhawk is the
most expensive Compass variant, it
misses out on certain features like a
powered driver’s seat, and auto
headlights and wipers, available in
the Limited Plus variant, one down
in the Compass range. You also have
to pay extra for the panoramic sunroof, which is standard on the
Limited Plus.

That said, the Trailhawk gets
some extra equipment like Bi-Xenon
headlights, keyless go, cruise control and for the first time, on-board
navigation. Android Auto and Apple
CarPlay also debut on the Trailhawk
as does a 7.0-inch multi-information
display and engine start/stop.

OUT AND ABOUT
However, for majority of Trailhawk
customers, the big news is not the
enhanced 4x4 abilities but the long
awaited 9-speed automatic gearbox
that is finally available with the
Compass’ diesel engine. The auto
transmission with its smooth and
imperceptible gearshifts makes the
Compass far more user-friendly and
convenient to drive, especially in
traffic.
The 2.0 litre diesel engine too
has been upgraded to meet the more

stringent ‘BS6’ emission regulations
before they come into effect on April
1, 2020. In the process, Jeep has also
made the engine significantly quieter and smoother for a better drive.
The suspension has been modified
as well to give the Compass a plusher ride. All these changes come
together to make the Compass an
extremely versatile SUV, which on
the one hand will make light work of
dense, potholed city roads and if
you’re up for it, will let you explore
the country in a way you never
thought possible.
Priced upwards of ₹25 lakh, the
Trailhawk may seem expensive for
its size, but no other SUV has the
same swath of talents.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior and much
loved auto journalists in India, and is editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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Coming Home To Dad
MEET THREE single fathers, whose unique situations have made them break gender stereotypes and assume

the roles of guide, guardian and givers of unconditional parental

M

others
nurture,
fathers
provide...
there are a set of
gender-speciﬁc roles
that we’ve been conditioned to
believe. But how do you apply
roles and rules of parenting

when it’s just one of them?
Parenting is challenging in itself,
and single parenting comes with
its own set of obstacles. It’s one
parent for two!
This
Father’s
Day,
HT
Magazine turns the spotlight on

“I love Daddy because
he takes me out to
new places, buys me
ice creams and tells
me bedtime stories!”
—Ishan (4)

Photo: ARTOGRAPHY BY T

FITSPIRATION
Mayank’s parents stay with him, and
they’re elderly, so his life is about caring
for his kid as well as his parents. His
parents moved from Meerut post his
separation, and have been immensely

Shahana on Soul Dads to encourage
single dads to express themselves and
seek support,” he says.
He believes the maternal energy can
never be replaced, all you can do is be the
father. “Of course she misses her mother,
but my family has been very supportive
towards us and she’s in a good space,” he
smiles.

LIFE WITH MY BOY
Mayank recalls a rather amusing
anecdote, when Ishan wanted to
sleep on top of him. “He put his head
on my chest, and said ‘Papa, you’re
not soft’. I mean… I didn’t know what
to say! I told him to put his head on
my stomach, but he wasn’t entirely
happy. So I started keeping a very

›

THE FITSPIRATIONAL FATHER

S

single fatherhood, and brings
together three stories of men
who have chosen to be the mother
and the father to their offspring,
and if given the choice of a
different life, would still choose
the daddy life, every single day...

Also, every weekend, Mayank
tries to take Ishan to a new place,
or they engage in a new activity
together. “I make sure he experiences
new things. We undertake a bus or a
train journey together, go to a new
coffee shop or watch movies together.
Sometimes, when my parents aren’t
home, we put on some music and
break into a crazy dance!” he laughs.

MAYANK KAPOOR, 36, WITH SON ISHAN, 4
Faced with being Dad and Mom to
a four-year-old after separation,
Mayank took help from books for his
son and ran marathons for himself!
ince his separation, two years ago,
Mayank Kapoor has been taking
care of his four-year-old son, Ishan,
by himself. Of course, the focus of his
life changed, but Mayank, who is a
Bengaluru-based software engineer,
chose the healthiest way to go through
this change – by reading books on
parenting and becoming a ﬁt dad.
“Co-parenting allows you to play
good cop-bad cop in the sense that if one
is angry, the other paciﬁes. But alone,
you’ve to be both. I’ve become extremely
patient and disciplined. You don’t take
things for granted. In fact, my typical
Sunday goes in planning the week ahead
from Monday to Friday!” he says.

By Samreen Tungekar

supportive of his life. “I realised I’ve to
take care of both my parents and my
child, so I have to be physically ﬁt. I
started running marathons, taking care
of my diet and making sure I’m strong. It
was a major change because I had never
taken up running before that,” he adds.
He can’t stay away from his son, but
Mayank understands the importance
of self-preservation. “When Ishan is
visiting his mother for a week or so
during the year, I take off on a solo trip,
I go for Himalayan treks. This change
in my life has also brought out a new
side of me: my love for trekking and
the digital detox for a week, no phones
allowed!” he smiles.
BOOKS ON MY MIND
Ishan, being only two, took his time
to settle in after this sudden change.
And to help him, says Mayank, “I
actually got in touch with a few moms
to understand how to go through these
changes better…. But one thing that’s
helped me a lot is books on parenting.
I learnt a lot from them and also by
simply talking to people,” he says.

“Co-parenting allows
you to play good copbad cop. But alone, you have
to be both!” —Mayank Kapoor,
software engineer, Bengaluru
soft pillow, and he was good,” he
laughs.
Mayank’s been learning cooking
too for his son. “When I started
reading about parenting, about food, I
thought it’s a good idea to know how
to make what he eats,” he says.
BEING SINGLE DAD
Even though single fatherhood is
still a bit uncommon Mayank is
happy to see people around him being
supportive and always reaching out to
him. “It surprises people, but no one
has ever reacted oddly. In fact, they’ve
always been supportive, personally
and even on the Internet,” he says.
Mayank feels that life throws
us many unexpected challenges and
separation is one of the toughest
ones. “And if you have a child, it
becomes even more important
that he or she doesn’t get adversely
affected by the change in your life,”
he says.

ON THE ROAD
Chetan and Shahana are travel buddies,
and take trips together often. “We go
for quick getaways where we engage
in activities that help us grow together.
One time, we went to Auroville where
we did a camp that was about parents
and children. There was a session
that helped us learn a lot about what’s
missing in one’s relationship with the
child. It helped me understand my
emotional connect with Shahana,” he
recalls.
Chetan believes in a more nontraditional way of education. So, he
took his daughter to a boarding school
outside Mumbai. When he asked her if
she’d like to be enrolled there, she said,
‘I’d love to go, but I don’t want to leave
you alone right now.’ Coming from an
eight-year-old, it left me in tears…,” he
shares.

“He has always taken
all the sadness away
from me and been
so brave to keep me
strong. Daddy is
the bravest!”
—Shahana (9)

TRAVEL BUDDIES FOR LIFE!
CHETAN SHAH, 43, AND SHAHANA, 9
Parenting is a process. And, Chetan
Shah shows us how blogging,
focusing on the self and taking trips
together could strengthen fatherdaughter bonds.

still do the same, but he chooses not to.
“I don’t feel like it anymore and have no
complaints about not being able to go out
the same way,” he adds.

A

THE MENTAL JOURNEY
Going through his separation, Chetan
dealt with a lot of anxiety and he could
see it affecting his daughter. “My mind
was all over the place and I’d see it was
affecting Shahana in a very big way.
My problem was I was trying to ﬁx
everything externally. I continued with
my old habits – going out, partying etc.
And it only confused me further. It was
only when I took control of my emotions,
and my daughter saw the transformation
happening within me, that things started
falling in place.”
Today, his daughter is his priority,
but he also focuses on himself. “I
started blogging about my journey
and the relationship I share with

fter being married for 12 years,
Mumbai-based
businessman
Chetan Shah and his wife started
living separately four years ago. His
daughter Shahana (aged nine now),
was ﬁve years old when their lives
changed, and it was just her with
her dad. The couple got divorced this
year but Chetan believes that his
transformation post his separation
has been spiritual in a way.
“I had to rely on people for doing
things for her, but eventually I was
able to take control. My focus is her
upbringing. I realised parenting is a 20year commitment, at the least!” he says.
Also, Chetan had an active social life.
He’d hang out with friends often and can

PEER PRESSURE
Although Chetan doesn’t want to
date, or be in a relationship, but
people deﬁnitely see the need! “It’s
always peer pressure. Your friends
and family want you to meet someone.
They’re in a relationship, and they
don’t want you to be left out. They
don’t realise that you’ve been through
it. You’d want someone in your whole
being, not just to ﬁll a vacuum in
your life. You can’t ﬁll gaps in your
life with someone. We’re told we need
someone, but sometimes, you don’t!”
he says.
Talking about gender-set roles, he
says: “We’re made to believe that the
mother is the caregiver, and the dad
is the provider. But it’s really about
the situation. If the roles are reversed
and the father has to mother the child,
he’ll do his best. We are conditioned
in a way that not much importance is
given to dads taking care of the kids,”
he feels.

ON MY PHONE
to be patient with kids, especially
such a young child,” he smiles.
The
support
from
his
familytoohasbeenimmense.“Aarya
calls my sister-in-law ‘mumma’. My
parents and my brother have been
really supportive in helping me
heal, and ﬁll that void,” he adds.
Aarya and Piyush have their
father-daughter
time,
where
Piyush takes her out to play and
ensures she interacts with other
kids as well. “I’m teaching her to
ride a bicycle these days. I also play
dollhouse with her, so I know all
about Elsa, Barbie and the gang!”
he says.
Even
as
a
four-year-old,
Piyush’s
daughter
is
quite
fashionable. “She wants to wear
clothes and accessories that only
she likes. I’ve learnt to wrap my
head around that. I didn’t know

PLAYING DRESS UP
PIYUSH SAXENA, 39, AND AARYA, 4
Piyush Saxena has mastered
the three P’s of
raising a
daughter: patience, perseverance
and playing dollhouse!
urugram-based IT manager
Piyush Saxena’s life hit a
roadblock when he suddenly lost his
wife to a kidney infection in 2017. His
daughter Aarya was just two years
old then.
“We’re still clueless as to what
exactly happened to my wife. It was
just kidney stones.... My wife and I
had had a lot of discussions about her
education and life, and this incident
just changed everything. I went
through a period of denial about her
death, thereafter and Aarya would
stand in the balcony looking for her
mother. After three months, I decided
to move to Chandigarh, to another
company, thinking it’ll be okay to
manage my daughter, who was back
here in Gurugram with my brother, his
wife and my parents,” he says.

G
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Sarika, that you admire the
most is...?
That they are both really artistic.

›
Photo: SANCHIT KHANNA

“I love my papa
because… because
he is very smart!”
—Aarya (4)

LAST THING I GOOGLED : Thomas Shelby from
Peaky Blinders
MOST USED APP : WhatsApp
MOST WATCHED YOUTUBE VIDEO: Old episodes
of Jem and the Holograms (1985)
LEAST USED APP: The document scanning app.
FIRST SONG ON MY SPOTIFY:
Everything In Its Right Place
by Radiohead

NOT WITHOUT MY DAUGHTER
But within a few months, Piyush
decided to move back when he
realised that Aarya had started
missing him as well. “I felt I
shouldn’t be away from my kid
and came back. We put her in a
playschool and it actually helped –
she was busy with school activities
then,” he adds.
From co-parenting to single
parenting, Piyush’s life and daily
routine have undergone some
obvious changes. “When it was my
wife and I, my wife took care of
everything, from her vaccination
schedule to her eating habits. But
now my professional life too revolves
around her. I’ve let go of offers that
might need more time because I want
to devote more time and attention to
Aarya,” he says.
Raising Aarya has also taught
Piyush to be less aggressive. “I’ve
mellowed down, and realise you need

“I didn’t know anything
about combing a girl’s
hair, or dressing her up, but I
have learnt with time.”
—Piyush Saxena, IT manager,
Gurugram

anything about combing her hair,
or dressing her up, but I have learnt
with time,” he laughs.
HI, SOCIETY
Societal pressure to ‘move on for
your child’s sake’ is not uncommon,
and Piyush deﬁnitely got his share
of
advice (unsolicited!) from
people. “There were quite a few
voices advising me to move on
including my relatives. People say
you have to move on before your
child is of a certain age. I’ve learnt
to not react to such statements. It
feels like pressure sometimes. The
truth is, I’m not quite conﬁdent
about moving on just yet, and at
present I’m happy with just my girl
and me!” he smiles.
“The society is still not
open to the idea of a single father.
They don’t feel that a man can raise
his child on his own. When I’ve
told people I’m a single dad, I’m
often met with surprised looks. I
think we need to accept this idea,”
he says.

samreen.tungekar@htlive.com
Follow @BeingFeline on Twitter

List three qualities you look
for in a man.
Intelligence, sense of
humour and clean nails.
And what’s the one
relationship rule you always
follow?
Be honest to yourself and honesty
in the relationship will follow.
What would you say is the sexiest
thing about you ?
Not knowing what makes me sexy,
makes me sexy!
What’s your favourite breakfast
in bed?
I don’t do breakfast in bed, I hate
bringing food into the bed!

PERSONAL AGENDA

Actress and sInger

Shruti Haasan
DATE OF BIRTH SUN SIGN PLACE OF BIRTH FIRST BREAK
January 28

Aquarius

Singing in the film Thevar
Magan (1992) when I was five

Chennai

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

Lady Andal Venkatasubba Rao Matriculation School,
Chennai / Musicians Institute, California
What’s the last show that you
binge-watched?
Peaky Blinders. This is the second
time I am binge watching it. I
absolutely love it.
One song you can’t get out of
your head...?
Dead crush by Alt J.

HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE

When for the first time I sang on stage and
realised that’s what I want to do in life

What’s the best and the worst
thing about Bollywood?
The best and the worst thing in
Bollywood is chaos. We are quite
disorganised, but despite that we still
come up with lots of beautiful ideas.
One quality of your
parents, Kamal Haasan and

And your favourite food on cheat
days...?
South Indian food. I always go for
sambhar and rice.
What’s the ﬁrst thing
you do in bed when you wake up?
Check my phone.
And the last thing...?
I check my phone and set
my alarm.
Your strategy in a crisis...?
I am extremely calm in a crisis, I tend
to panic towards it and after it.
Instagram or Twitter – what works
best for you?
Instagram.
You de-stress by…?
Buying clothes, always!
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh
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‘IT’SA MYTH THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS SERIOUSNESS’

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Diljit Dosanjh says as per his experience, turbaned
Sikhs are not being misrepresented in Bollywood
of mouth has also worked well
for us. It’s a great time to be in
the show business.

Dubai vacay for little Alia
Actor Soni Razdan shared this throwback picture, in which
we also spotted her daughter, actor Alia Bhatt. “Throwback
... to God knows when this was. A holiday in Dubai ... can’t
believe sometimes we looked the way we did. And had kids
hanging onto us like little monkeys....#familylove,” she
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONIRAZDAN
captioned it.

unjabi actors Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru
Bajwa were in
Chandigarh to promote
their film Shadaa, which is set
to be released on June 21.
Punjabi cinema’s dream girl
and the man of few words
opened up to Hindustan
Times about brain drain in
Punjab, pay gap in the regional
film industry, the reach of
local cinema and more.
Excerpts:

P

QUOTE HANGER
ACTORS LIKE US
ARE DIFFERENT,
OUR APPROACH
TOWARDS
REALITY IS
DIFFERENT FROM
OTHERS

WHEN WE START
OFF, WE DON’T
HAVE RESEARCH
OR BACKGROUND
OF WHAT WE
THINK THE
AUDIENCE LIKES

TAAPSEEPANNU,
ACTOR

EKTA KAPOOR,
PRODUCER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tip Tip Barsa
Paani 2?
Buzz is that the chartbuster,
Tip Tip Barsa Paani from
Mohra (1994), which had
Akshay Kumar alongside
Raveena Tandon, will be
recreated for Akshay’s next!
According to a report on
PeepingMoon, Rohit Shetty
will film the track, whose
rights he has procured, next

Subhashree Nanda

A still from the song
week on Akshay and Katrina
Kaif. They are shooting for
the Hyderabad schedule.

How do you choose
to do a film?
Diljit: If the team is good, I’ll
do the film. For instance, in
Shadaa, I am a wedding
photographer and have a lot of
friends in that business. I
believe I click good pictures, so
things just clicked.
Neeru: For me, the script and
the team matter. Good stories
appeal to the audience, so they
appeal to us as well. When I got
a call about Shadaa and
working with Diljit again, I
said yes. It’s great to work with
old friends.
Has the reach of Punjabi cinema
increased in India and overseas?
Diljit: Good direction, good
acting and most importantly,
good content are the key. Add
to this web platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, where
people sitting overseas can
watch our films. That has
increased the fan base. Word

Good direction, good
acting and most
importantly, good
content are the key.
Add to this web
platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
where people sitting
overseas can watch
our films.

How can clash of screens
between Bollywood and
regional cinema be resolved?
Diljit: The clash is there, but
the intensity of it has lessened
over time, mostly because now
there are multiple-screen
theatres. It’s a little difficult to
get more screens outside
Punjab, but within the state
the fan following, demand and
dedication is good. So we get
enough screens here.
Is there a lack of serious cinema
in the Punjabi film industry?
Diljit: The most appreciation
that I have received in my
career is for serious films such
as Punjab 1984. So, it’s not true
that Punjabi films lack
seriousness.
Neeru: No, it’s a myth... a
stereotype. Many serious
issues are being raised
through Punjabi cinema as
well. And those movies are
being accepted, appreciated
and awarded by people.
Do you believe that there is pay
gap in the Punjabi industry?
Neeru: It is. There’s no
denying that. I believe the
issue can be solved if women
actors show solidarity and
don’t accept a project at a
lesser pay. They should stick
together. Male actors should
also support the cause to bring
a change in the current
scenario.
Many believe that turbaned
Sikhs are misrepresented or
shown just for comic element
in Hindi cinema. Do you think
that’s the case?
Diljit: I can’t say anything
about the past, but now I

Mydaddy
strongest

DILJIT DOSANJH, ACTOR
believe it’s not the case. I’m a
turbaned actor and have
bagged good roles because of
that. My movie, Punjab 1984,
which received a national
award was on a serious topic
and on Sikhs. That movie was
the turning point of my career.
My films Phillauri, Soorma
and Udta Punjab had serious
Sikh characters. So, our
representation has changed.
But it’s true that Punjabis are
happy-go-lucky. And there’s
no harm in making people
laugh.

What is your take on more
and more Punjabi youth
settling abroad?
Diljit: Unemployment is a
major reason behind this
trend. Youngsters feel
directionless here, their future
seems unsure. Outside India,
they are getting opportunities,
and have no other option than
to shift base.
Neeru: The situation can be
changed if we generate jobs
here and provide job-oriented
education. Start-ups can be a
good way to create jobs.
n

subhashree.nanda@htlive.com

Neeru Bajwa and singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh in Chandigarh on Saturday.
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Favourite hero for his
daughter. Role model for his
son. On Father’s Day today,
Bollywood stars celebrate the
bond with the special man in
their lives
Actor-filmmaker Pooja
Bhatt with father,
filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt

Actor Athiya Shetty
with father, actor
Suniel Shetty

Actor Taapsee
Pannu with
father Dilmohan
Singh Pannu, a
retired real
estate
professional
Actor Ananya Panday with
father, actor Chunky Panday

Actor Yami
Gautam with
father Mukesh
Gautam, a film
director

Actor Tusshar Kapoor and producer
Ekta Kapoor with their father,
veteran actor Jeetendra

Actor Kriti Sanon with father
Rahul Sanon, a chartered
accountant
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VARUN WILL BE A GOOD FATHER: DAVID

shortstories
LABOURER KILLED
IN ROAD MISHAP
CHANDIGARH: A 40-year-old man
was killed in what is suspected to
be a hit-and-run on Friday night.
Victim Charanjit Singh of Bapu
Dham Colony in Sector 26. A
passerby found him lying injured
in the parking lot adjacent to the
plot and informed police. Singh
was rushed to GMCH, Sector 32,
but was declared “brought dead”.
The victim’s postmortem report is
awaited. Police are going through
CCTV footage of the area.A case
has been registered under
Section 304A of the Indian Penal
HTC
Code.

CLS launches 4 books
at reading session
CHANDIGARH:The Chandigarh
Literary Society (CLS) on Saturday
conducted a book reading session
at UT Guest House, Sector 6.
Author Bubbu Tir narrated a
nostalgic story in Punjabi, Pia
Bakshi read excerpts from her
book ‘Read/Read’ and VK Kapoor
read out a couple of his middles
on the occasion. Former Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) bureaucrat,
author and historical fiction
writer Mandeep Rai read out
excerpts from his book ‘In the
Shadow of the Pines’. Authors
Vivek Atray, Hardeep Chandpuri
and CJ Singh were present during
the event conducted by Priha
HTC
Atray.

n

harmandeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: The district health
department has initiated legal
action against two companies —
Amar Ice Manufacturing and
HarbansIceCreamManufacturing — after the samples of their
products failed to meet the food
safety standards.
The department is preparing
to filea judicial case against both
factories and a communication
was made between the district
police and health department in
this regard.
The health department has
started tightening it’s noose on
factories manufacturing spurious ice cream and ice in view of
increaseddemandoftheproducts
during summer.
“Recently, the health department had raided 22 ice manufacturingfactoriesandsixicecream
manufacturingfactoriesandcollectedsamplesofwaterandother

‘IT’S A MYTH THAT PUNJABI CINEMA LACKS SERIOUSNESS’

>>htcity p3

4monthsafterlaunch,building
e-approvalsystemgainspace
MOMENTUM SET Patiala municipal corporation has received at least 550 applications through online system
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Five months after the
local government department
implemented the building plan
managementsystemacrossPunjab, the Patiala municipal corporation (MC) has received at
least 550 applications through
online system.
The scheme is finally getting
the expected response as the
process of clearing building plan
has started gaining pace in all
local bodies across state.
The online system primarily
includes online approval of
building plans for commercial as
well as residential units falling
under the jurisdiction of Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) in the state.
Following the announcement
by former state local bodies minister Navjot Singh Sidhu regarding the online approvals on January 15, the department had
directed all ULBs to follow the
same with immediate effect.

n

The new bylaws suggest that action will be taken against the
builder and official of the building department concerned.

A senior official said that after
facing some hiccups, the
online system is now receiving
better response as revenue
from the building branch has
started generating revenue after
four months.

Health dept launches legal
action against two factories
Harmandeep Singh

OF THE 28 SAMPLES
COLLECTED FROM ICE
AND ICE CREAM
MANUFACTURING
FACTORIES, TWO WERE
FOUND TO BE UNSAFE
material. Of the 22 samples of
water taken from the ice manufacturingfactories,onehasfailed
to meet the criteria. Similarly,
one sample of ice cream was
foundtobeunsafe.Around40ice
cream factories operational in
district,” officials said.
An official of health department said that it was observed
thattheicecreammanufacturing
factories are indulging in unfair
meanstomeetincreaseddemand
of the product across state, during summer.
“Complaintsregardingsalesof
poor quality ice cream and ice
had come to fore from across

state.Weallknowthatdemandof
suchproductsgoesupinsummer
and some people indulge in
unmerited practice to meet the
increased demand,” a health
department official said.
The state health department
had sent direction to the district
departmenttokeepcheckonviolations of food safety standards
and initiate drive against such
violators.
Acting on these instruction,
the Patiala health department
hadraidedicecreamandicemanufacturingfactoriesandcollected
samples.
District health officer (DHO)
SatinderSinghhasconfirmedthe
development. He said, “We have
taken 22 samples of water from
ice manufacturing factories and
six from ice cream manufacturing factories in past two month.
Ofthesetwosamples werefound
tobeunsafe.”“Wehavelaunched
judicial cases against both the
factories,” he added.

HT FILE

“For the first three months
after his implementation, the
system remained a non-starter
due to technical snarls,” an official said.
The applicants approaching
Patiala municipal corporation

DEBT-RIDDEN
FARMER ENDS
LIFE BY HANGING
SELF IN SANGRUR
n

NEW BUILDING
BYLAWS IN PLACE
With unauthorised buildings
mushrooming under the urban
local bodies’ (ULB) limits, the
Punjab local government
department had recently come
up with new building bylaws.
The new bylaws suggest that
action will be undertaken
against the builder as well as the
official of the building department concerned.
As per the notification,
besides the building inspector
and owner of the building, the
assistant town planner’s (ATP)
of the respective ULB will also be
held responsible for construction of illegal structures in the
area. As per the new rules, the
architect or civil engineer will be
held responsible.

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A state task force meeting on the involvement of medical colleges in revised national
tuberculosis control programme
to control the disease was held
at the Government Medical College in Patiala. It was organised
by the department of chest
and TB.
Dr Avnish Kumar, DRME
Punjab, and Dr KK Aggarwal,
principal of GMC Patiala, inaugurated the meeting that was
attended by doctors from all
eight medical colleges of Punjab.
Dr Vishal Chopra, chairman
of Operational Research, wel-

comed the delegates.
Dr KK Aggarwal apprised the
audience to encourage the MD
students to take thesis topics
on TB for which the government
helps them with financially,
with ₹30,000.
He said that they are working
towards TB elimination by 2025.
Dr Avnish Kumar highlighted
direct bank transfers and financial help to TB patients. Dr Sarit
Sharma, chairman of the
committee, requested all medical colleges to regularly conduct
meetings and update doctors
about recent advances to
control TB. Dr Surinderpal,
associate professor, presented
the vote of thanks.

What’s TB
The disease is caused by
mycobacterium tuberculosis
bacterium. It can spread
through air when an
infected person coughs,
sneezes, spits, laughs, or
talks. Tuberculosis is an

infectious disease that
usually affects the lungs.
Compared with other
diseases caused by a single
infectious agent, tuberculosis
is the second biggest killer,
globally.

WATERY HALOS

SANGRUR: A 45-year-old debt-rid-

den farmer has allegedly committed suicide by hanging self
from a tree at Nagra village in
Sangrur on Saturday.
Thedeceased was identifiedas
Ram Singh, of Nagra, near
Bhawanigarh.
Police said that as per initial
information, he was reeling
under a debt of ₹5 lakh and was
suffering from depression. He
had four acre land which he had
to sell to pay the debt.
He had taken the loan three
years back for his daughter’s
marriage.
Police have initiated inquest
proceedings under Section 174
(police to enquire and report on
suicide, etc) of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

n

A youngster taking a dip under a tubewell on a humid Saturday in Patiala.

Two nabbed with
82gm heroin
LUDHIANA : The Anti-Narcotics
Cell of the Ludhiana Rural
police arrested a woman and her
brother-in-law after recovering
82gm heroin from their possession at the Kishanpura Chowk
in Sidhwan Bet area here on
Saturday.
The accused were identified
as Harpreet Kaur, alias Happy,
and her brother-in-law, Ramesh
Singh, both residents of Parjian
Biharipur village.
Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Rajinderpal Singh said
following a tip-off, they set up a
checkpoint at the Kishanpura
Chowk and managed to arrest
the duo.
“The accused had been peddling heroin for the past several
years. More details are expected
to follow during their interrogation,” he said.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n

online fee payments, architect
registrations, building plan
approvals, and issuing of completion and occupation certificates in all ULBs.

State task force
meeting organised to
control tuberculosis

patiala@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
LUDHIANA : As many as 52
players from Ludhiana took
part in the football trials held at
the ground of Guru Nanak Public School, Sarabha Nagar, on
Saturday.
The trials were organised
by the Ludhiana Football
Association for the players,
who will represent the
district in the upcoming Punjab
State Senior Football Championship.
The Punjab State Senior
Football Championship will be
held at NS College, Banga,
in Nawanshahr on June 22
and 23.
The selection committee
comprised Ranbir Singh, Jatinder Singh Bajwa, Narinder
Singh Malhi, Ram Labha, Gurmeet Singh Sodhi and Jasbir
Singh Kaler.
During the trials for the Punjab State Senior Football Championship, the selection
committee observed the
skills of the players that
included passing techniques,
team coordination, stamina and
accuracy.
After the trials, the committee announced a team of
20 players who will play for the
district in the state-level championship.

werefacing inconvenience asthe
town planning department
refused to entertain their
application due to ‘faulty
online procedure’.
MC commissioner Gurpreet
Singh Khaira said the software
related to online system has been
updated with data pertaining to
town planning schemes, which
has resulted in approving building plans without any inconvenience. “We have discussed and
reviewed the system in detail
and immediate measures will be
taken to provide hassle-free services to the residents,” he said.
He added the civic body is
approving only those plans submitted for approval through
online system.
“In case of technical glitches,
the approvals are given through
offline system, but not in all the
cases,” Khaira said.
The local bodies department
aims to automate the end-to-end
empanelling of architects,
online documents submissions,

>>htcity p6
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52 players take part in football trials
n

7:26pm
5:20am

Players participating in football trials at Guru Nanak Public School, Sarabha Nagar, in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Saturday.

MAN HELD WITH 860
INTOXICANT TABLETS
In another case, a man was held
with 860 intoxicant tablets.
He was identified as Pritam
Singh of Salempur Tibba.
He was also arrested from Kishanpura Chowk.
Separate cases under Section
21-25-61-85 of the Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act were registered at the Sidhwan Bet police
station.
HTC

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

Registrations for IITs, other
engg institutes likely from today
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The registration for

admission to the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs),
Indian Institutes of Information
Technology (IIITs), National
Institutes of Technology (NITs)
and Government Funded
Technical Institutes (GFTIs) is
expected to start on June 16, as
the JEE Advanced results were
announced on Friday.
A total of 100 institutes,
including 23 IITs, 23 Indian
Institutes of Information
Technology, 31 National Institutes of Technology and 23 Government Funded Technical
Institutes, will go for admissions through Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JoSAA)/Central Seat Allocation Board
(CSAB).
The admission to IITs will be
on the basis of JEE Advanced
while the admission at IIITs,
National Institutes of Technology and Government Funded
Technical Institutes will be on
the basis of JEE Main.
Punjab Engineering College
(PEC), Sector 12, here will also
go for admission in undergraduate technology programmes
through Joint Seat Allocation

THE CANDIDATES, WHO
HAVEQUALIFIED JEEMAIN
OR JEE ADVANCED
EXAMINATION, WILL HAVE
TO REGISTER
THEMSELVES ONLINE FOR
JOSAA-2018
Authority.
This is the second year for the
college to go for admissions
through Joint Seat Allocation
Authority.
All eligible candidates, who
have qualified JEE Main or JEE
Advanced examination, will
have to register themselves
online for JoSAA-2018 at the
website https://josaa2019.in.
During the online registration, candidates will be required
to fill the choice of the institutes
before submitting the
application.
EXPECTED DATES FOR
SEAT ALLOCATION
While the first round of mock
seat allocation will start in the
third week of June, the second
round of mock seat allocation
will take place in June last
week, during which the students will have to do the final

registration and choice filling.
However, the exact dates for
seat allocation are yet to be
announced.
The first round of seat
allocation will start in the last
week of June and the first list of
seats filled will be displayed in
the first week of July.
608 SEATS AT PEC
TO BE FILLED
THROUGH JOSAA
As many as 608 seats will be up
for grabs at Punjab Engineering
College through Joint Seat Allocation Authority.
There is 50% reservation for
Chandigarh quota and 50%
seats will be available for
students living outside
Chandigarh.
The aspirants can visit the
website www.pec.ac.in for more
information.
Punjab Engineering College offers eight undergraduate
courses which include aerospace engineering, civil engineering, computer science and
engineering, electrical engineering, electronics and communication
engineering,
mechanical
engineering,
materials and metallurgical
engineering, and production
and industrial engineering.
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Captain Arjun takes Chandigarh in U-19 final
Amritsar record seven-wicket
win over Jalandhar, enter final

DP AZAD
TROPHY
Chandigarh log
impressive win
over Mohali in
semi-final, will
face Amritsar in
title clash

HT Correspondent
n

AMRITSAR: Buoyed by superb

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Riding high on skipper Arjun Azad’s blazing 116-ball
knock of 107 runs, Chandigarh
recorded an impressive threewicket win over Mohali in a
match played during the ongoing
Punjab Inter-District Cricket
Tournament for u-19 DP Azad
Trophy at Sector 16 Stadium in
Chandigarh on Friday.
On winning the toss Mohali
captain Anshul Choudhary opted
to bat. Batting at number five,
Anshul Negi did well with the bat
and struck an impressive knock
of 94 runs, taking his team past
the 250-run mark. He consumed
116 balls for his knock of 94 runs
which included 11 boundaries
and one six. He missed his century by six runs when Yuvraj
Choudhary removed him. Apart
from him, Prabhjeet Singh (78)
contributed with the bat to propel
Mohali. Prabhjeet was attacking
in his approach and used 88 balls
for his innings of 78 runs, batting
at number three.
Hs innings had seven hits to
the fence and one six. Earlier,
openers Manav Malhotra and
Anhsul Choudhary failed to
deliver the goods and went back
to the pavilion early in the
innings. Medium-pacer Rajangad
Bawa grabbed Manav’s wicket
while Jashanjot took Anhsul’s
wicket. Later, Gurmehar Singh
chipped in with a useful knock of
29 runs. In the bowling department for Chandigarh, Amit
Shukla (3 for 40) and Yuvraj
Choudhary (3 for 51) gelled well

n

and took three wickets each.
Needing 252 to win, Chandigarh got to a flying start with
openers Arjun Azad and Ishaan
Goyal, attacking the Mohali
bowlers with big blows. Ishaan
was the first one to perish after
scoring 33 runs off 58 balls.
Anhsul Negi clean bowled Ishaan
to provide his team with the first
breakthrough. Thereafter, one
down batsman, Jashanjot Pannu
joined skipper Arjun in the middle. The duo combined well at the
crease and kept the scorecard
ticking with impressive display
of shots. Jashanjot hammered 45
runs off 66 balls. Ashwini scalped
Arjun’s wicket for 105 runs.
Arjun’s century had provided a
perfect platform to Chandigarh
for the chase. His knock included
14 fours. After all, with this win,
Chandigarh would have secured
their place in the final. Chandigarh achieved the target in 49.1
overs, losing seven wickets and
five balls to spare.

E L D E R

A B U S E

A batsman in action during the U-19 DP Azad Trophy match the at
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Sector 16 Stadium in Chandigarh on Friday.

›

Chandigarh has
dominated the league
stage and we hope to keep
the momentum going. It will
be all guns blazing in the
final and finish on a high.

A W A R E N E S S

n

Chandigarh sees 15-20 complaints of elderly abuse every month,
most of which involve property disputes or harassment. ISTOCK PHOTO

been asking the police to make a
separate police station for the
senior citizens but no progress
has been made on that yet,” he
said.
IP Puri, president of Chandigarh Senior Citizens Association
(CSCA), said that this year,
despite numerous crimes
against senior citizens of the tricity, their association had not
received a single complaint.
Gurnam Singh, who was
appointed around four years ago
by CSCA and additional deputy
commissioner (ADC) Sachin
Rana to resolve such cases, said,
“In my experience, once a dispute arises between parents and
their siblings, it is hardly ever
settled amicably,” said Singh,
mentioning how in one of the
pending cases, a Hallomajra
woman had complained against
her three sons, who are auto
drivers, for not giving her any
subsistence.
Singh said a woman from Dadumajra Colony had complained
against her husband, a retired
government employee, and son,

who, she alleges, has started a
rift between them over property.
In another case, a retired government employee in Sector 44
alleged that his son and daughter-in-law were mistreating him
to grab his property. However,
the daughter-in-law said the old
man was unwell, and had made
up these allegations, and they
were taking care of him, but he
had also filed a complaint with
the senior citizens’ associations.
UT’S PLANS FOR ITS
SENIOR CITIZENS
UT social welfare secretary BL
Sharma said, “With increase in
nuclear families in the city, we
anticipate that the number of
senior citizens who will be alone
will increase over the years, so
more old age homes are needed.
“There are almost no vacancies
left in the two old age homes in
the city, so a third will be set up in
the next two years,” said
Sharma, adding that the third
facility will also function as a
rehabilitation centre for the differently abled.

ior citizens was considered a
moderate to severe burden by
their caregivers, says a report
based on a study conducted by
HelpAge India, an NGO, on 2,090
senior citizens in the country,
109 of whom were from Chandigarh.
The report, published by the
NGO on Friday, says 29% caregivers in the family (mainly son,
daughter-in-law, daughter, sonin-law) felt the ‘burden of caregiving of an elder’ was moderate
to severe, while 15% felt a severe
burden of caregiving, and 35% of
the caregivers ‘never’ felt happy
looking after the elderly. The
NGO also launched ‘HelpAge
SOS’, a mobile app for helping
senior citizens.
The report says on an average,
a family spends ₹4,125 looking
after the elderly and 78.1% caregivers felt that no policy or measures were adopted by their
employers to help them ease the
burden of caregiving. Only onetenth of elderly dependants
(11%) contributed to the family
resource pool, while 25.7% caregivers felt fatigue and frustration result in aggressive behaviour towards their older relative. Almost 70% of the elderly
dependants sought emotional
support from caregivers at the
time of crisis.
Also, 65% caregivers had to
leave the elderly person(s) alone
by giving instructions for day-today activity, while 84.2% had to
leave the elderly with the support of a maid. The report says up
to 68% daughters-in-law were
providing physical assistance in
daily activities, as against 51% of
HTC
sons.

Doctors demand armed guards in PGI
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Nothing much has
changed at the Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research since August 2016,
when doctors went on strike
demanding security at workplace. They are still assaulted
now and then by patients’ relatives, who go scot-free.
On the night of August 21, 2016,
a massive protest was triggered
after a Ludhiana resident slapped
a doctor on duty, who could not

third wicket.
After Sahil’s departure Manproop Singh joined Puru and the
two took the team total to 150 for
3 without being separated.
The unbroken fourth-wicket
partnership realised 57 runs.
For Jalandhar, Raghav Sharma,
Lovepreet Singh and Saurav
Ratan scalped one wicket each.
Jalandhar was no match against
the formidable Amritsar team.
NEHAL’S TON SETS UP
LUDHIANA’S WIN
LUDHIANA : Led by a brilliant 115ball knock of 117 runs from
Nehal Wadhera, Ludhiana,
recorded a fine 179-run win over
Ropar in a match played at Ludhiana on Friday.
Batting first, Ludhiana
posted a total of 293 runs for the
loss of four wickets in 50 overs.
Nehal was involved in a useful
partnership of 117 runs for the
third wicket, with Jaish Jain,
who scored 75 runs off 93 balls.
Nehal clobbered the Ropar
bowlers all over the park during
his knock.
After Jaish perished, Nehal
found another able partner in
Vaibhav Kalra and the duo went
on to stitch a 118-run partnership for the fourth-wicket to
propel Ludhiana.
Nehal was run out by Gagan/
Saksham Gupta combine for 117
runs. Vaibhav remained
unbeaten on 68 off 48 balls.
For Ropar, Kabir Rana (1 for

48) and Sarabjit Singh (1 for 48)
were the wicket-takers.
Replying, Ropar were bundled out for 114 in 35 overs.
Himanshu (56) and Sasksham
Gupta (19) put on 52 runs for the
first wicket.
For Ludhiana, the bowling
honours were shared by Jaish
Jain (5 for 32), Amitoz (2 for 19)
and Gurmehar (2 for 24). However, the win did not matter
much to Ludhiana as Chandigarh and Amritsar booked their
place in the final to be played at
the IS Bindra PCA Stadium in
Mohali on Monday.
PATIALA TROUNCE
BATHINDA BY 10 WKTS
PATIALA : Hosts Patiala logged a
convincing 10-wicket win over
Bathinda in a match played at
the Dhruv Pandove Stadium,
Patiala, on Friday.
Bathinda winning the toss
and electing to bat were bundled
out for 99 in 34.5 overs.
Bathinda lost the first two
wickets at 7 in 3.5 overs, thereafter, Uday Paratap Singh Saran
25 runs off 53 balls and Shive
Kumar 30 runs off 58 balls with
put on 52 runs for the fifth
wicket.
Bathinda were eventually
bowled out for 99 in 34.5 overs.
Abjal Ali (3 for 18), Deepak
Kumar (3 for 25) and Anurag
Vats (2 for 16) were the most successful bowlers for Patiala.
The hosts started their reply
through Pukhraj Singh and
Hareen Goel and the duo scored
102 for the first wicket in 8.4
overs to record a 10 wicket
emphatic win against Bathinda.
Pukhraj scored a quick fire half
century 61 runs off 24 balls.
His knock was studded with
seven boundaries and four huge
sixes while Hareen Goel
remained unbeaten on 37 runs
which came off 28 balls.

National Rugby Sevens: West Bengal,
Maharashtra, UP register victories

CHANDIGARH : Taking care of sen-

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

WHAT HOLDS
THEM BACK
RK Garg, president of Second
Innings Association (SIA), Chandigarh, said they had been running a private helpline for senior
citizens since 2008. “There is still
a big taboo about coming out in
the open with cases of abuse. We
have to counsel the elderly about
it,” he said.
“There is only so much the citizens can do, the rest has to be
done by the department of social
welfare and the police need to do
their own bit as well. SIA has

Mohali: 251 all out in 49.2
overs (Anhsul Negi 94,
Prabhjeet Singh 78,
Gurmehar Singh 29,
Manav Malhotra 10,
Harshdeep 9, Rajinder
Singh 8, Amit Shukla 3 for
40, Yuvraj Choudhary 3 for
51, Rajangad Bawa 1 for 32,
Jashanjot Pannu 1 for 17,
Mandeep Singh 1 for 51,
Extras: 19) lost to
Chandigarh: 255 for 7 in
49.1 overs (Arjun Azad 105,
Jashanjot 45, Ishaan Goyal
33, Surya Narayan 13,
Nipun 10 no, Mandeep 7
no, Rajangad 6, Ashwini 2
for 41, Anhsul Choudhary 2
for 46, Anhsul negi 2 for
46, Extras 15) by three
wickets

bowling from Amit Kumar (4 for
37), Dipanshu (2 for 24) and Manroop Singh (2 for 19), Amritsar
registered a seven-wicket win
over Jalandhar in a match
played during the ongoing Punjab Inter-District Cricket Tournament for U-19 DP Azad Trophy at the Gandhi Ground in
Amritsar on Friday.
Jalandhar winning the toss
against Amritsar elected to bat.
Their decision backfired as they
were bowled for 147 in 48.4
overs.
Middle-order batsman Azam
Nazar kept one end going as
wickets fell at regular intervals
at the other end. Jalandhar at
one stage were 80 for 9 in 32
overs.
Azam who came to bat at
number five then along with last
batsman Raghav Sharma added
67 valuable runs for the team.
Azam was last man to get out for
93 off 122 balls. His knock
included 11 boundaries and
three sixes.
Raghav Sharma, who faced
31 deliveries during the last
wicket partnership, remained
unbeaten on 1.
The bowling honours for
Amritsar were shared by Amit
Kumar (4 for 37), Dipanshu (2 for
24) and Manroop Singh (2 for 19).
The trio bowled well and played
a big role in restricting Jalandhar within the 15-run mark.
Replying, Amritsar scored
150 for 3 in 38.1 overs to record a
facile seven-wicket win and garner four points.
With this win Amritsar qualified for the final. Amritsar
innings revolved around Sahil
Sharma (57) and Puru Sharma
(38 no).
The duo put on 40 runs for the

CHANDIGARH WILL LOCK
HORNS WITH AMRITSAR
IN THE DP AZAD U-19
TROPHY FINAL TO BE
PLAYED AT THE IS
BINDRA PCA STADIUM IN
MOHALI ON MONDAY

for caregivers’

Rajanbir Singh
CHANDIGARH:As the eighth edition
of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day falls on Saturday,
Chandigarh, a city with around
14% senior citizens including
retired armymen and other professionals, sees 15-20 complaints
of elderly abuse every month.
Most of these cases involve
property or harassment, and are
registered against the elderly’s
siblings or tenants, as per the
officials from the office of Chandigarh deputy commissioner
(DC) Mandip Singh Brar, who is
the appellate authority for the
cases.
As many as 47 complaints
have been received at the office
to date this year. In 2018, 262 complaints were received, of which
144 were disposed of, while 4
were rejected, and 161 cases are
still pending.
“The total number of complaints processed is less as there
is a long process of verifying the
facts of the case after the police
and ownership reports,” the officials said.

BRIEF SCORES

ARJUN AZAD, Chandigarh Captain

Chandigarh has nothing to write ‘Looking after
home about safety of its elderly elderly a burden
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

save his mother’s life.
Three years later, a junior resident was again slapped by a
patient and his family in the new
OPD, as the doctor was busy
attending other patients and they
lost their cool. A similar incident
happened in the emergency
ward, where doctor and patients
entered into heated arguments.
In 2016, demanding safety at
workplace, doctors blocked the
main gate for two-three hours
and ambulances carrying critical
patients from far-flung areas
were sent back.

It was agreed that two additional institute security guards in
khaki will be posted at the emergency OPD, along with the existing security staff. The PGI had
even requested Chandigarh
Police to deploy two constables in
the emergency ward and a PCR
van to be stationed between the
emergency and trauma centre.
The minutes of the meeting
mentioned that the institute will
write to the Union ministry of
health requesting to deploy CISF
personnel in the emergency and
trauma centres.

In reality, only additional
security guards were provided.
“Additional guards are there, but
we want armed men or bouncers
stationed at the entrance of the
emergency ward. At least it will
instil some fear among patients’
relatives,” said Dr Uttam Thakur,
president, Association of Resident Doctors. Dr Sandeep Tula, a
senior resident, said, “We have
been asking for social workers
who can explain the prognosis to
patients or can answer their
queries such as when their turn
will come.”

n

Players in action during a group stage match on the opening day of the Societe Generale Junior National Rugby Sevens Championship held
at Panjab University, Chandigarh, on Friday.
ANIL DAYAL/HT

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Haryana defeated
Jammu and Kashmir in a keenly
contested match (10-7) in the
group stage of the boys’ under-18
category on the opening day of
the Societe Generale Junior
National Rugby Sevens Championship held at Panjab University,
Chandigarh on Friday. In other

₹3,000, mobile
burgled from house
CHANDIGARH :A house in Sector 18

was burgled by an unidentified
person on Wednesday morning.
No arrest has been made so far.
The complainant Manjit
Singh, 27, a government
employee from the city said an
unidentified person stole ₹3,000
and a mobile phone from his residence.
Police said CCTV cameras
were installed at a nearby house
and the accused, who was a man
whose face was uncovered,
could be seen breaking in. Police
added that they will use the
CCTV footage to find the
accused, who is absconding.
A case under Section 380 of
the IPC has been registered
against the unidentified
accused, on Thursday.
HTC

match of the day, in the boys’ section, Maharashtra defeated Gujarat in a one-sided affair (31-0),
while Bihar defeated Madhya
Pradesh 26-5 and Odisha defeated
Jharkhand 17-5.
In the girls’ section, West Bengal team, which is one of the
favourites to lift the title, blanked
Andhra Pradesh 45-0. Odisha
defeated Haryana 15-5, while
Delhi defeated hosts Chandigarh

37-0 and Tamil Nadu defeated
Uttar Pradesh 30-0. The championship is organised by the Indian
Rugby Football Union (IRFU).
There are 24 teams in the boys’
category and 18 teams in the girls’
category. The tournament will
serve as the platform for selection
for the Indian National U-18 and
U-20 teams which are set to participate in the Asian Rugby championships later this year.

RESULTS
Girls: West Bengal bt Madhya
Pradesh 49-0, Odisha bt Gujrat
41-0, Bihar bt Punjab 32-0, Maharashtra bt Kerala 12-5, Delhi bt
Chhattisgarh 15-0, Tamil Nadu bt
Goa 15-5, West Bengal bt Andhra
Pradesh 45-0, Odisha bt Haryana
15-5, Bihar bt Jammu & Kashmir
46-0, Delhi bt Chandigarh
37-0, Tamil Nadu bt Uttar
Pradesh 30-0.

PUNBUS contract staff to go
on three-day state-wide strike
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 1,560

buses of Punjab State Bus Stand
Management Company (PUNBUS) will remain off roads on
July 2, 3 and 4 as members of the
Punjab Roadways PUNBUS
Contractual Workers Union
have announced a state-wide
protest against the state government.
The protest has been mainly
called against the new contract
of PUNBUS that was allocated
by the government to Daatar
Security Services Private Limited in March this year.
Union state president

Resham Singh said several rules
under the new contract are anticontractual and outsource
employees who are working
under the PUNBUS.
“Since the PUNBUS has
come into being, the government has changed four
contractors, but the new rules of
the new company have been set
to drain money from the
accounts of the employees,” said
Singh.
“For instance, under the new
contract, the contractual workers have to submit ₹20,000 security amount with the company
along with the file charges of
₹3,500. In case, there is any damage to the ticket machine, the

conductor has to pay ₹1 lakh
penalty for a machine whose
market cost is ₹5,000 to ₹7,000.
Likewise, there are many other
rules that will only pose a burden on the employees," he
added.
He said all the employees of
the PUNBUS are still with the
former contractor, Lehri Solutions and have already written
the letter to the government
against the new terms.
The union is demanding
hike in salaries by implementing equal work for equal pay,
regularisation of contractual
workers and keeping the outsourced workers in the contract.
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VARUN WILL
BE AVERY
GOOD FATHER:
DAVID DHAWAN
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Kriti Sanon feels
the ‘item number’
tag is sexist
PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

‘Notcalledanitem
numberwhenSRK
orSalmansirdoit’

HT CITYIVE
EXCLUS

On Father’s Day, we catch up with
industry’s Jodi No. 1 — the Dhawan duo

Shreya Mukherjee
Juhi Chakarborty
his father-son duo makes
for a great director-actor
pair. While filmmaker
David Dhawan is known
for directing massy hits (such
as Hero No.1 and Biwi No.1);
his son, actor Varun Dhawan,
is the hero of the masses (Sui
Dhaaga and Humpty Sharma
Ki Dulhania). As a team, they
have delivered two hits — Main
Tera Hero and Judwaa 2, and
they will soon embark on their
third, Coolie No. 1. On Father’s
Day, today, we catch up with
this adorable and playful Jodi
No.1 of the film industry.
Excerpts:

T

From father-son to director-actor,
was the transition difficult?
DAVID: I treat Varun like I
treat any other actor, rather
worse. If he gives a bad shot, I

reprimand him in front of
everyone... But he is good with
improvisations. In the first
film, he was a little nervous.
But in Judwaa 2, he was a full
on commercial hero.
VARUN: And that’s the kind of
relationship I want to share
with every director. I’m very
selfish when it comes to my
films. My endeavour is to push
myself... Working with dad is
an extremely satisfying
experience, creatively. Also, he
pushes me to think.

One quality of each other that you
wish you had...
VARUN: The way he faces
adversity. After every failure,
he has come back stronger. I
remember in 2000s, his career
had a bad dip and almost three
consecutive films didn’t work,
he was written off. Then, he
came back with a massive hit,

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. He has
never waited for big stars. I
wish I had that quality. I don’t
want to only wait for big
directors. I want to be able to do
well with new directors or with
those whose previous films
haven’t done well.
DAVID: The way he looks
after his body, I wish I had that
quality (laughs). I can’t resist
good food and he’s like ‘what
are you trying to do’?

On Father’s Day, we want to ask
you, David, how do you think Varun
will be as a father, when he does
become one?
DAVID: I know he will be a
very good father. Niyara (Rohit
Dhawan’s one-year-old
daughter), loves him.
VARUN: I’m already doing
everything — from changing
nappies to things one does
when raising a baby, with my

niece. But I don’t want her to
see me as ‘old chachu’. I hope
she thinks I am cool (laughs).

Was it always planned that Varun
would take up acting and be part of
Bollywood just like you?
DAVID: He was a very
naughty kid. I didn’t know
what profession he’d take up. I
certainly didn’t know it would
be acting. One fine day, he tells
us (the family) he is going to be
a hero. I’ve been in the film
industry for 40 years and I had
no clue that my son was
interested in my profession! He
hid it from me.
VARUN: I was hiding partly
because since childhood, my
mother has raised both me and
my brother [Rohit Dhawan] as
self-dependent kids. And she
used to tell me stories about my
father, his struggle and how he
made it big in life. I understood

www.youtube.com/user/ht

that there was no substitute for
hard work. So, when I decided
to get into films, I knew that my
father has a good equity and
name and I had to keep that up.
But I didn’t want to do that with
his help...
DAVID: (interrupts) But one
thing is there, when he became
an actor and got a break from
Karan Johar [Student of the
Year; 2012], it gave us a big jolt.
I was like, ‘can he even act?’ I
went to watch his debut and I
told my brother ‘He has turned
an actor’. And then I made up
my mind to work with him.
VARUN: I wanted my second
film to be Badlapur but dad
signed me for his film [Main
Tera Hero] and I couldn’t say
no (laughs).

First Judwaa 2 and now Coolie No.
1, is it only for remakes that you
two team up?

DAVID: It’s not like that, but
yes, I’m more comfortable
doing it with him. All my life
I’ve worked with every hero in
the industry, from Amitabh
Bachchan to Riteish
Deshmukh, over 35 of them.
Now, with my son, I’ve found
the comfort level so I’m
enjoying. If he wasn’t good, I’d
not have cast him, that way I’m
very professional. I told him,
‘Don’t spoil my work’. But he’s
extremely disciplined.
VARUN: I feel the pressure
with every film, not just in
dad’s films. The screenplay of
Coolie No. 1 is outstanding. The
film is coming back after 25
years. The premise has
changed but the essence
remains the same. I wanted to
do the film because of the story
and screenplay. It is going to be
fun working with Sara (Ali
Khan) and Paresh Rawal.

or long, female actors in
the industry have been
grousing over the
appellation ‘item number’
that’s often given to “dance
numbers”. But little seems
to have changed. Now, Kriti
Sanon also adds her voice
to the objection calling
the label “derogatory”
and sexist.
Kriti, who has performed
two special songs — Aao Kabhi
Haveli Pe for Stree (2018), and
Aira Gaira for Kalank, says,
“When Aamir (Khan) sir, Shah
Rukh (Khan) sir or Salman
(Khan) sir perform a special
song in a film, those songs are
never called item numbers.
Then why change that when a
female actor does the same?
This mindset must change.”
She adds, “Why do people
call these songs item numbers

F

is something I really don’t
understand. It doesn’t give
out good vibes. They are
simply dance numbers that
add to the entertainment
factor of the film. These songs
are loved by people. So why
can’t one be a little more
respectful towards those who
make these songs and those
who feature in it?”
The 28-year-old says, “I was
studying to be an engineer
when modelling and acting
happened. I realised that was
my calling because I’ve always
been creative. Also, dancing is
something that I love. So, be it
any dance number, they’re all
really close to my heart, which
is why this ‘item song’ tag is a
little upsetting”
Kriti has Panipat, Arjun
Patiala and Housefull 4 lined
up, but would love “to do a
dance film”, as well.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

MORE INSIDE

‘I admire my dad’s zest for life’
Pooja Sharma
ad it not been for his
father, astrologer P
Khurrana, Aparshakti
Khurana probably wouldn’t
have been an actor today. It
was his dad who encouraged
him and his brother
Ayushmann to try their luck in
Mumbai. The actor reminisces
about the time when he set out
to make his career, saying, “All
my life I have been a
sportsperson, with just as
much inclination towards
acting as well. I used to play
cricket, and then radio
happened, acting wasn’t on the
cards then. But, one thing
followed the other and
everything fell in place. After
Dangal (2016), I shifted base to
Mumbai. But, it was my dad,
who always motivated us to
chase our dreams. He has
instilled that conviction and
strong sense of self-belief in
both of us. We will be eternally
grateful to him, who is not only
our support system but our
critic too.”
Talking about the qualities
that he aspires to imbibe from
his dad, Aparshakti says, “I

H
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‘IT’S A MYTH
THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS
SERIOUSNESS’
Diljit Dosanjh says as
per his experience,
turbaned Sikhs are not
being misrepresented in
Bollywood

Pooja Sharma

or some actors, socialising
and networking form an
integral part of their
profession for they want to be
seen and remain in the public
eye and for others, they prefer
their work to do the talking.
Actor Saurabh Shukla belongs
to the second category.
“I have no time to socialise,”
he says, adding, “In the [film]
industry, people expect me to
keep networking as my top
priority, meet different and
new people and do a lot of
networking to get more work.
But, I don’t believe socialising
and networking can get you
work. It is your hard work that
gets noticed in the industry.”
The 56-year-old actor
flaunts a great body of work,
having portrayed diverse
characters in films such as
Satya (1998), the Jolly LLB
franchise and PK (2014) among
others. He says, “I don’t feel
the need to network in order to

F

get work. Work keeps coming
to you if you are true to the
craft. Mujhe lagta hai ki agar
aap kaam karenge toh kaam se
hee kaam aayega. Log aapko
aapke kaam se jaane woh
behtar hai.”
The actor has six back-toback films releasing this year
and he isn’t complaining. “At
this moment, I’m completely
concentrating on work. It’s
right to say that I don’t have a
social life. Whatever time I’m
left with after work, it’s for my
family,” he quips.
Happy with how things
have changed over these years
and he is counted among finest
actors in the industry, Shukla
adds, “I remember nobody
knew me when I came into the
industry. Nobody was
bothered if we are doing good
work or bad work. If I would do
anything good, people used to
praise me. But, I never went
door-to-door in search of work
or socialise or network for it.”
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

STOP PRESS
AKSHAY REQUESTS FANS
TO KEEP THINGS POSITIVE
arlier, actor Akshay Kumar’s cop
drama Sooryavanshi and
Salman Khan’s Inshallah were
releasing on Eid 2020. But to avoid
the clash, Sooryavanshi will now
release March 27, 2020. After the

E

date change, fans had become
warring factions on Twitter. On
Friday, Akshay tweeted a note to
“request” fans “with folded hands
not to start/participate in such
trends”. On June 12, Salman had
tweeted: “I always thought of him
as my younger brother and today
he proves it... #RohitShetty.
Sooryavanshi releasing on 27th

March, 2020.”

ome actors believe in being
spontaneous, while some
prefer to undergo hardcore training before they start a
film. Well, Aditya Roy Kapur
believes in doing his
“homework” in advance.
“It is necessary that you do
your homework,” says the
33-year-old explaining that the
preparation helps one to adapt.
“Everything may change on
the film set — what you
thought of a location has
changed, or you see it in a
different way (once you are
actually on set)... The director
might want something
different; your co-actors might
say a line in an unexpected
way... So, you can’t be rigid.
Your preparation prepares you
for that change. When you are
there, you are able to adapt and
allow yourself to be fluid and
free in those moments of
change,” says Aditya, who is
juggling Malang, Sadak 2 and
an Anurag Basu directorial.
When prodded about how
his approach to the craft has
evolved over the years, he
replies, “You understand
yourself and the process a little
better. Every director works
differently, and you have to
figure that and that in itself
is a challenge. Every role
demands a different kind of
preparation. Like when I was
doing Aashiqui 2, I was young
and it took me time to get over
that film. Later, you come
closer to be being able to
control it.”

S

(Right) Aparshakti Khurana;
(above) P Khurrana
really admire his zest for life.
Even in this phase, he is so
ambitious and is a go-getter. He
has always taken challenges
head on and maintained a
positive outlook in life. People
tell me that I’ve inherited his
‘high energy’. He is certainly
the life of the party.”
On asking him if his father is
happy with his journey so far,
the actor adds, “He is quite
content with the way my
brother and I are headed. He
often tells us to be grateful for
whatever we have achieved,
but, at the same time, he says,
we should never rest on our
past laurels and keep working
hard. Most importantly, he has
taught us to keep our feet on
the ground while having stars
in our eyes.”

Saurabh won’t network or socialise for work
Sangeeta Yadav

ADITYA SAYS
IT TOOK HIM
TIME TO GET
AASHIQUI 2
OFF HIS MIND

Saurabh
Shukla

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

JUNE 16-22

Kangana Ranaut

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE:
The moment you drop the
mind, put it aside, a clearing
opens, a door widens into
the mystery of existence.
Suddenly there is no
problem and there is no
answer either, but a great
contentment, a tremendous
fulfilment arises in your
being, says Osho, the Zen
master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Varun Dhawan

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Disha Patani

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Arjun Kapoor

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, JUN E 1 6, 20 1 9

You dominate the intellectual scene with your
intense, creative and clever mind. Personal
relationships need to be rejuvenated with tender,
loving care rather than through analysis and
discussion. You tend to live too much in your head and
less in the real world, it’s time to become aware and
awake to reality and deal with whatever confronts
you. Mental tension can cause health problems and
further confusion. There is a time and place for control
but there is no need to let it take charge of your life.
Relax as there is more to life than being on top of
things.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Sky Blue

LEO

You are likely to have mixed feelings about everything
this week! You look at failure in some areas and
success in other aspects of life. Since you feel insecure
about new people or connections, you find yourself
saying ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in one sentence. You tend
to procrastinate and allow worthwhile opportunities
to slip away, be aware and quick to respond. Health
problems need to be attended to or they can get out
of hand. Finances and practical details demand your
attention and energy. Personal relationships flower
with love, time and patience. Think positively and stay
away from negative and destructive people!
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Sea Green

VIRGO

Your professional experience and repute brings
opportunities for expansion and growth. There are,
however, changes on the cards as old systems,
patterns and equipment need to be updated or
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and investment. You
have already a firm business foundation or platform
for growth and diversification that challenges you to
be adventurous and enterprising. You may redecorate
or renovate working and living spaces to change
ambiance and energy. Parents, old friends and family
get in touch. You reap the harvest of what you have
sown in the past.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Saffron

LIBRA

You are swift and strong while making professional
moves and business arrangements this week! You have
a youthful outlook and energy that attracts
enthusiastic and creative people in your field of work.
You associate with supportive professionals and move
ahead forcefully achieving targets without
procrastinating or waiting for anything. Personal
relationships are loving and romantic yet there can be
ego clashes. Acceptance of the other’s individuality and
need for space can resolve any conflicts between you
and your partner. It’s important to remain in touch with
your sense of humour.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Golden Orange

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Sara Ali Khan

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Ayushmaan Khurrana

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Parineeti Chopra

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Tara Sutaria

It’s best to take stock of situations and put some
energy into making changes and achieving goals. You
have been patient and loving in emotional
relationships but now need some clarity and
commitment. Health needs watching and finances
need to be managed. You need to be consistent and
persistent for a while to achieve stability and material
gain. You are likely to pay wandering visits to friends
and family. A Pisces person supports you through ups
and downs. It’s best to let go rather than hang on to
anything that is finished. New dimensions are waiting
to be discovered.
Lucky Number: 8 Good Colour: Creamy White

SAGITTARIUS

Professional opportunities do not materialise as you
had thought they would but a closer look reveals that
whatever happened was for the better. A new
connection or lucrative offer comes to you when you
least expect it. A personal relationship is full of
promise but a commitment may take longer than you
imagined. It’s best not to cling to the past, say a fond
farewell and stop repeating old, negative patterns.
This is a call to get on with your life and not miss
opportunities for success and happiness. Some friends
can be inconsiderate but change quickly when they
realize how sensitive you are.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Old Rose

CAPRICORN

You are able to perfect and complete a business
project after much labour that brings material and
professional rewards this week. Financial settlements
and deals can be made easily at this point as new
opportunities present themselves. You have learned a
great deal from experience and are not about to make
the same mistakes you made in the past, be it in
personal or professional situations. Beware of making
unreliable moves and decisions due to hurry or
anxiety. Give yourself a well-deserved holiday by
resting and getting away from it all. Personal
relationships are enhanced with love and care.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

AQUARIUS

Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you
on an unplanned journey! You are blessed with clarity
of vision and spiritual insight that guides you through
calm and stormy seas! You are not beyond making an
error of judgement under stress so relax and unwind
before taking important personal and professional
decisions. Family looks to you for guidance and
support that you willingly provide. Beware of setting
yourself up with great expectations in any aspect or
there can be disappointment. An over view and
balanced perspective allows you to see things as they
really are. Be compassionate!
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Silver Grey

PISCES

Allyouirritatingpeopleoutthere,gotcha!
have to sit next to
every day, consider
slapping the leg into
senses. As an
ultimate resort, get
up and hug the leg,
begging it to stop.
Warning: Please do
this action
discreetly or you
could end up
looking like a dog
in heat if their leg
continues to
shake.

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA

So you’ve been tolerating these kinds patiently?
Huh, no more! Here’s how you can deal with
people who exasperate you on a daily basis
isclaimer: Some of you
would write hate mail to
me after this one. At least
the boring ones out of
you will. And you’ll give me
gyan on how we are not
supposed to respond in the
same coin if someone behaves
badly. And actually you won’t
be wrong in saying that. We’ve
all grown up on moral science
lessons about patiently waiting
for bad to turn good someday.
But aisa hai, while that logic
may be right, when
it comes to serious stuff in life,
it’s the minor day-to-day
irritants that allow us the
unmatchable fun of being able
to get even. I’m gonna talk
about a few such irritants
today. Since some of you have
rightly guessed that I stay
perpetually annoyed with most
things, I decided to not use my
biased judgment on these
rants. I simply asked some of
my friends to take a poll on
some highly irritating ‘bodylanguage’ habits people exhibit
in public. The top
three turned out to be
unmentionable here,
considering this is a saafsuthra family newspaper. If, at
this point, you mockingly turn
to the back page with a raised
eyebrow, I will be forced to
remind you about that page’s
crucial contribution in
reassuring you time and again
that you can indeed have a
family. Coming back to the
point, here are four annoying
kinds of people that irritate the
hell out of those around them.
Let’s give it back this time...

D

Stare-stalkers: These
people can almost make a
living out of staring at others,
in public. Just like that. Maybe
because God gave them eyes.
Maybe because he forgot to add
that those eyes need not be
fixed on people’s faces. Be it at a
bus stop or in a crowded metro,
five minutes won’t pass before
you spot a bona fide member of
the stare-stalker community.
You usually look away and
keep feeling agitated within.
Next time it happens, don’t
punish your own blood
pressure. Widen your eyes,
raise your eyebrows and stare
back, without blinking. Till
everyone’s attention is on the
one staring. Your eyes may

1

water, you may feel weird but
do.not.blink.
Remind yourself that you
owe it to the society to scare or
embarrass a stare-stalker out
of work forever. If he/she
doesn’t back off at this, try
blinking your eyes rapidly,
looking straight at them. That
usually does it, as long as you
know the difference between
blinking and winking.
Warning: Those who wear
contact lenses, please don’t try
this or you’ll curse me. Also,
not recommended if the other
person looks very shady, as he
may just consider your action
to be an invite of sorts. For
clarity, refer to the Shakti
Kapoor or Gulshan Grover
look in your head. Sometimes,
having fun at the expense of the
annoyance also happens to do
the trick. Once I saw a girl in
the metro, who seemed fairly
irritated by the constant
staring of a middle-aged man.
She suddenly decided to take
him on, and while everyone
expected a showdown, she
covered her face with her
hands, then lowered them
slowly to reveal her face to the
starer, and said peek-a-boo. I
can’t describe the look on that
man’s face as he retreated.
Leg shakers: These
kinds of people may or
may not know how to dance,
but one of their legs surely
does. Maybe because of
constant practice. No matter
whether they are in public
transport or in a business
meeting, they don’t stop
shaking their leg, even if it
means sending earthquake-like
vibrations to those sitting next
to them.
Medical science has a name
for the condition — the restless
leg syndrome — and attributes
it to some pent-up nervous
energy or simply an adolescent
habit that stuck forever. Once a
guy came over to my office for a
meeting. The fact that he sat
flat on his back in such a
manner that his legs would
have reached Bihar is still
forgivable, but then he started
shaking one of them while
talking about some really
serious work-related matter.
Maybe this was a unique test by
God to see if I can hold forth my
concentration while the

2

The
knucklecrackers: You
know this annoyance normally
goes undiscussed but a lot of
my friends mentioned it as the
thing that bugs the hell out of
them. When people suddenly
start cracking the knuckles of
their fingers one by one,
making that weird ‘pop’
noise each time. Why, some
people even crack
their neck or back when they
get up after staying in a
position for long. Great
indulgence if you are
alone, but OMG, it’s the most
godawful noise, and sight, for

3

furniture around me gets a
mini epileptic seizure. I failed
miserably. And ended up
asking him if he needed
something...er...like a flower
pot to put on his leg so that it
could stop moving. He didn’t
find it funny but that bothers
me less than how much the
shaking leg would be bothering
everyone around him every
day. Tell them to stop and take
a walk to utilise the energy. If
the dancing leg belongs to a
colleague or classmate who you

the person sitting next to you. If
someone does that around you
any longer, take out a notebook
and pen and tell them you are
ready to keep a record of how
many of their 206 or more
joints have popped so far.
Tell them that you love the
sound and won’t rest in peace
till you get them an award
for having an entire
orchestra inside their body.
It’ll work.
The nose-pickers: Do I
need to elaborate on this
one? Really? Keep a torch
handy. The moment they
start digging for the treasure,
volunteer to help them look for
it. Tell them you are willing to
even try taking it out for them if
they agree to give you 50%.
Sorry, that was gross. But
needed.
Sonal Kalra plans to write a
book on how utterly boring life
would be if everyone behaved
with good manners. Mail her,
if you agree, at sonal.kalra
@hindustantimes.com,
facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra

4

Time to negate ill effects of Saturn

ometimes we experience
the worst unprecedented
consequences in our life.
Should we blame that
particular time or blame the
timing when we sowed seeds
for such circumstances? It is
the latter part which is to be
blamed but this can be
controlled. A person commits
a crime and gets caught by the
police. The judge sends him to
the jail. For the culprit, the
police and the judge are evil
as they have put him behind
the bars. But, the evil had
engulfed him when he had
decided to commit the crime,
and it was at its peak when he
committed the crime.
Astrologically, the period
when the criminal committed
the crime was bountiful. It
must have happened in a
relatively good period. The
period when he succumbed to
the crime occurred in the
adverse transit of Shani. And
for this reason, many get
more scared of Shani than
other planets. Every planet,
beneficial or not, has a dark
side. The activated darker
side induces the native to go
in for unethical activities,
which pay dividends. The
native goes gaga about it
thanking the almighty for the
terrific period, but he forgets
that the law (Shani) will catch

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Rana Dagubatti

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Diljeet Dosanjh

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Sushant Singh Rajput

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Janhvi Kapoor

Crystal clarity of mind and intelligence enables you to
handle many aspects simultaneously and also keep
things in perspective. You are likely to go over details,
agreements and projects with a toothcomb and
outline a clear plan of action. Beware of selfish and
conceited people who pretend to be your friends.
Don’t allow intellectual pride to alienate you from old
associates. You bring order in chaotic situations by
clearing any confusion or blocks. Personal
relationships have a contented feeling that permeates
through the family. You may enrol for an academic
programme to enhance your professional skills.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colour: Daffodil Yellow

Unexpected happenings at work and wonderful
surprises at home keep you happy and busy. Since this
is a time of change you need to move into it rather
than resist it. You can make breakthroughs in stuck
situations or destructive patterns by becoming aware
and moving right out of them. A new vision in
business and a fresh perspective in relationships is
needed for things to change positively. Don’t allow
life and patterns to repeat mindlessly. Birth of a new
consciousness takes you to a higher vantage point.
Visitors or communications from overseas you have
been waiting for are likely to arrive this week.
Lucky Number: 10 Good Colour: Royal Blue

You relax comfortably in the beautiful world you have
created around you this week! You may allow a person
you care about, to take front place but take charge of
everything in the background. You spread joy and
happiness to people around you. You share hospitality
and memorable times with friends and family. You are
ambitious and persevering when trying to achieve
perfection in professional ventures. It’s time to live
intensely and share your richness with others. Be
silent, meditative and peaceful in natural
surroundings to rejuvenate your energy! Beware of a
capricious woman who could deplete your energy.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colour: Soft Green

You view life from a broad perspective! Travel
overseas and connections in far off places are revived.
You may be exposed to media and get involved in
multifarious activity. You arrive at a synthesis or the
essence of the question or problem itself in a personal
relationship. Since you are able to crystallise issues
resolution is not far behind. Patience and
perseverance are great virtues when people you love
go through uncertain moods for a short time. You
experience and experiment with different ideas,
activities, systems, diets, fitness routines and
pastimes before adopting them.
Lucky Number: 21 Good Colour: Midnight Blue

DAILY HOROSCOPE
Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You may find yourself in a
happy situation, as far as
finances are concerned.
Th
here is much that
rremains to be done at
work, so manage
your time well.
Tensions with
spouse threaten to
sspoil the domestic
atmosphere today. You
atm
may plan a business-cumleisure trip. Possession of a
property may come to you.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Metallic Blue

Health remains good. Those
facing cash crunch are likely
to find their monetary
con
ndition improving.
SSomeone in the family
is likely to do you
proud. Overseas
journey may
materialise for some.
Some of you are likely
to b
become owners of a
landed property. For some,
frustrations cannot be ruled
out on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Pink

Good returns can be
expected by your initiative
on the health front. Your
professional excellence
will help promote
w
your name and
attract clients. This
is a good day to
spend driving round
tthe countryside.
Remember that your
Rem
preparation will become the
key to your good showing
on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Your active lifestyle will
ensure that you remain fit
and energetic. Opportunities
for investing in some
good schemes may
come to you soon.
Professional worries
are likely to mount
for some. A family
gathering is in the
me
offing. Your dream home
may turn into reality soon.
Winning a monetary prize in
a competition seems real.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Golden Brown

A helping hand to someone
in monetary need is likely to
give you immense inner
satisfaction. Your
willingness to take
the initiative at
work is likely to
impress superiors.
Personal relationship
with someone may
our
come in the way of your
extending a helping hand to
them. A vacation is likely to
proceed as per plans.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Saffron

It will be important to
choose an exercise routine
that is in sync with your
lifestyle. Financially,
you are likely to
break even in a new
venture. You may
not get the consent
for something you
desire on the
u
professional front. You
can become a source of
inspiration for your child or
a family youngster.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

PHOTO: HTCS
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hold of him, eventually.
Shani is an auditor and
scrutinizer of our Karma, and
is merciless, whereas, the
other so-called beneficial
planets, when wrongly
activated, force the native to
go for unethical gains. Please
understand, the darker side
of the most benefic planets
(exalted, functional benefices
or otherwise) of a horoscope
are the principal significator
of miseries. The native is
bound to get through the
disciplinary sword of Saturn.
The murkier side of Mercury
will infuse decline in abstract
mental thinking, leading to
fantasies, confusion,
immature behaviour and even
insanity. A shadowy Jupiter
shall indulge in pomp and
show and will make the native
incur colossal expenditure. A
dusky Venus can bring
discord in marriage, and the
native seeks pleasure out of
the marital bond. Shady side

of Mars makes the native
argumentative and makes
him prone to wage war on
others without reason. The
dark side of moon leads to
fickleness, intolerance and
orthodoxy. The dusky side of
the sun leads to gain from the
government, illegally. Saturn
audits the Karma in respect to
the deeds committed by him
in the era of the different
planets, and there is no planet
that can pardon the verdict of
Saturn. A planned journey
that follows after a horoscope
reading is the best way to
negate the ills of Saturn.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Visit:
www.vinaybajrangi.com; Call:
9278665588 or 9278555588; Blog:
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog.
Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains satisfactory.
Money from other sources is
likely to boost earnings and
kee
ep you financially
ssound. Your
willingness for work
is likely to make you
the favourite of
superiors. Your wellwishers can force you
w
into something that will
ultimately benefit you. Avoid
getting overstrained on a
long journey.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Brown

A side business will start
giving good returns and add
to your wealth. You will
rem
main a step ahead of
what the boss thinks
w
of and impress them.
You can be treated
to something special
at home. Commuting
can become a hassle
for tthose travelling long
distance. Prospects of
getting a piece of property
at bargain price look bright.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Silver

Some of you may turn your
attention towards health to
keep fit. Earning good
mo
oney is indicated for
tthose into business.
You may get the
opportunity to
return a favour to a
workplace colleague.
Changes required at
C
home may be given the
hom
go ahead. Your well-wishers
will keep your flag flying
high on the social front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Dark Brown

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Monetary problems are likely
to multiply as savings
evaporate. You may have to
find time to cope up
with incomplete work
at work today. A
family reunion may
be on the cards, so
plan your leave. This
is a good time to plan
a short vacation. An
addition or alteration to the
house may commence soon
under your supervision.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Violet

Insistence on healthy habits
will be key to remaining fit
and energetic. Someone on
the business front may
take you for a ride by
promising much, but
delivering little. A
family youngster
may need guidance,
but do some with a
soft glove. You are likely
ely
to enjoy a long drive with
friends. Commuting
problems get resolved.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Light Blue

You find an improvement in
your health and feel more
energetic. An earning
opportunity may com
me
along for those into
business and
traders. It will be
fun travelling with
friends and family
today. Exciting
company is likely to
make a journey pleasurable.
Booking a house or a plot is
possible.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream
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IMAGE MAKEOVER
Dum Pukht revolutionised Indian food, thus
popularising the use of single servings of
purdah biryanis

■

FAMILY GUY
Jiggs (centre) with (anticlockwise from right) his wife Lovjeet,
son Zorawar and daughter-in-law Dildeep

WHAT’S IN A NAME
With the success of Masala Library, that
uses Jiggs’s name, his reputation soared
among a new generation

The Legend Of Jiggs Kalra

■

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
Irrespective of the fact that Zorawar
Kalra’s (standing) success was his
own, he never stopped crediting his
father Jiggs Kalra

HE WAS never a chef but he created the cult of the celebrity chef and transformed restaurant cuisine forever

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

A

ll too often we don’t realise
how much esteem the world
has for our friends until it
is almost too late. I was
reminded of this a week ago when
Jiggs Kalra went off to that great
kitchen in the city.
The last time I saw Jiggs was
some months ago. Manav Thadani,
who organises the Hotel Operations
Summit India (HOSI) every year,
asked me if I would conduct a conversation on stage with Jiggs and his
restaurateur son Zorawar.
I said I would be happy to do it
but there were practical difficulties.
It was no secret that Jiggs had not
been well. He had been confined to a
wheelchair for years, and his various
ailments meant that he was often not
in a talkative mood. Would he be willing to turn up at the appointed hour
and speak to a roomful of hoteliers?
Manav said he had asked Zorawar
who had checked with his dad and they
would both be glad to do it. I was a little
surprised and decided that if Jiggs
was not in great form that morning, I
would steer the conversation towards
Zorawar and we would be okay.
The day of the conference, I
turned up in the green room to find a
bright and bubbly Jiggs, full of laughter and jokes.
It had been years since I had seen
him so cheery.
As it turned out, the conference
session was a spectacular success. It
was as though the Jiggs of 20 years
ago had suddenly returned. He told
stories, revealed culinary secrets, was
characteristically irreverent and had
the audience eating out of the palm of
his hand. Zorawar and I were support-

ing actors in the Jiggs Kalra Show.
When the session ended, the
audience (many of whom were of a
generation that had never seen Jiggs
before) rose to its feet and gave him a
standing ovation that wouldn’t stop.
Zorawar had tears in his eyes.
Even Jiggs was nearly crying when
we wheeled him off stage. For
Zorawar, it was the joy of seeing his
father recognised by the industry.
For Jiggs, it was the reassurance
that even though he had been out of
action for years, the notoriously fickle hotel business still honoured his
enormous contribution to the Indian
food scene.
When news of Jiggs’s passing
broke, I was not surprised by the massive outpouring of grief that followed.
I knew by then that Jiggs had become
a legend in the hospitality business.
His family loved him of course. His
friends loved him. But we were not
alone. The world loved him too.
When I first met Jiggs in the early
1980s, neither of us had any idea of
what a big deal he would eventually
become. Jiggs had started out in regular journalism (with Khushwant
Singh’s The Illustrated Weekly of
India) and had moved on, nearly a
decade later, to becoming a full-time
food specialist. While his food journalism was fine, there wasn’t much
call for food writers in those days.
So Jiggs became an all-round food

■

IN GOOD BOOKS
Jiggs Kalra’s cookbook Prashad is a
treasure trove of recipes from the most
talented Indian chefs

expert. In that era (the 1980s), Indian
food was divided into three categories: what we ate at home, what the
great cooks of the streets and the traditional restaurants served up and
the cuisine they taught at Catering
College. Nearly all hotel kitchens
were run by Catering College graduates who were all content to turn out
roughly the same sort of food at restaurant after restaurant.
Jiggs is the man who broke that
pattern. He had enormous respect for
individual chefs at hotels but little
patience with the standard Catering
College menu. Fortunately, he found
managers who were willing to experiment. As he told us at HOSI that day,
Rajiv Kaul (now of the Leela; then
with the Oberoi group) was one of
the first hoteliers to encourage him
to discover great home cooks and
wonderful traditional chefs and to
organise food festivals based on their
cuisine. Later, both Ajit Kerkar and
Camellia Panjabi of the Taj group
began hiring Jiggs to rejig their
menus and to break with the hotel
food of old.
Jiggs loved it. He travelled all
over India, discovering such institutions
as
Lucknow’s
Tunde
Kababwalla whose fame had not
spread beyond their own cities and
bringing them and their dishes to
national attention. He struck up
friendships with the more talented
hotel chefs (Arvind Saraswat of the
Taj, for one) and worked with them to
develop food ideas.
A TV show and a definitive cookbook (Prashad: Cooking with Indian
Masters), based on the recipes of the
masters, emerged from those adventures And Jiggs’s most successful
collaboration was probably his time
with ITC.
The chain always had superlative
Indian food. Bukhara was famous
even in the mid-1980s and the cuisine
at the Maurya’s Mayur restaurant
was excellent. But ITC had never
quite learned how to take its food to
the next level.
That is where Jiggs came in. He
worked closely with Manjit Gill (who
was then executive chef of the
Maurya) to create a new restaurant to
be called Dum Pukht. The inspiration
came from the Lucknow style of
cooking (mainly biryani) in steam
but Jiggs and Manjit worked together

on many new dishes such as a raan in
pastry, a sort of Goat Wellington. (It
had rum in the marinade and cocktail onions in the stuffing.)
Jiggs persuaded ITC that all
great restaurants needed to be
helmed by chefs. ITC already had
Imtiaz Qureshi, a former Lucknow
wedding caterer, who was chef at
Mayur. Imtiaz was (and still is) brilliant but he had never been given the
platform that Jiggs and Manjit gave
him. They designed the Dum Pukht
concept around him and ITC even
put his photo in the ads for the restaurant – a pivotal moment for Indian
chefs who had never before been
granted this level of recognition.
With Imtiaz as its face, Dum
Pukht revolutionised Indian food,
popularising the use of single servings of purdah biryanis (till then
biryani had been made in large pots,
not in individual servings), creating
the craze for kakori kebabs and
teaching us that the cuisine of
Lucknow was far more advanced
than the bogus Punjabi food most
North Indian restaurants served.
Jiggs did not always have it easy.
He was as short tempered as he could
be charming and eventually nearly
every chef he worked with began to
resent him, believing that it was
their talent that counted for everything and arguing that they did not
need Jiggs.
It was a foolish argument that
ignored the great contribution that
Jiggs had made. Few of the resentful
chefs realised that Jiggs was professional enough to create restaurants
that would outlive individual chefs. It is
years since Imtiaz has cooked at Delhi’s
Dum Pukht, for instance, but the food
just keeps getting better. And most of
the angry chefs have been forgotten
while Jiggs became an institution.
In later years as his health began
to fail and his mobility began to be
restricted, Jiggs was less adventurous but just as influential. He welcomed the 1990s and the era of liberalisation (and food ingredient
imports) by creating the Salmon
Tikka at the Hyatt’s Aangan restaurant in Delhi. Few Indian chefs had
much experience with such cold
water fish as salmon but Jiggs adapted his style to global ingredients and
the Salmon Tikka is now cooked by
chefs everywhere, most of whom

■

FACE TIME
Chef Imtiaz Qureshi was Jiggs’s first choice
for Dum Pukht

don’t realise that Jiggs invented it.
Just when his old friends thought
that ill health would put an end to
Jiggs’s activities, the Kalra name
suddenly had a new lease of life. His
son Zorawar opened the successful
Punjab Grill restaurant chain (which
he later sold to Lite Bite Foods, its
current owners) and freely acknowledged his debt to his father.
Then he opened Masala Library
in Mumbai and though the restaurant focused on modern Indian cuisine of the sort that was never Jiggs’s
forte, Zorawar insisted on calling it
“Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra ”.
When the restaurant became a success, Jiggs’s reputation soared
among a new generation.
I asked Jiggs a couple of years ago
how it felt not to be remembered so
much for his greatest achievements
(his role in bringing the food of the
streets to restaurants, elevating

The Talents Of The Trailhawk

■

JEEP’S NEW Compass variant is extremely versatile, as at home in the city as off-road

■

PARTNERS IN CRIME
Jiggs worked closely with ITC Maurya’s
chef Manjit Gill

Lucknow’s cuisine at hotels, the
Salmon Tikka, etc.) but to have become
a household name on the basis of
Zorawar’s later success. “He has made
me so proud,” he said emotionally.
And certainly, Jiggs could not
have asked for a better son than
Zorawar and a better daughter-in-law
than Dildeep, Zorawar’s wife, who
looked after him with touching care
and devotion. No matter how successful he’s become, and no matter that
his success was his own, Zorawar
never stopped crediting his father.
Jiggs came along at a time when
Indian cuisine needed someone to bring
it all together and to take it to global
standards. He became that person.
And so every time you go to an
Indian restaurant anywhere in the
world and read the menu, think of
my old friend Jiggs Kalra.
Had he not been around, that
menu would have been very different.

SMOOTH SAILING
This car comes with a dedicated ‘Rock’
mode, which lets you tackle rocks

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

T

here are SUVs and there
are Jeeps. And then there
are ‘Trail Rated’ Jeeps. It’s
a badge of honour given
to those Jeeps with exceptional offroad capabilities and the Trailhawk
version of the Jeep Compass, that’s
just been launched, belongs to this
elite breed.
To see if the Trailhawk has
earned its ‘Trail Rated’ emblem,
which sits discreetly on the side of
the car, I spent an afternoon in a
secluded pocket of the Western
Ghats around 30km from Lonavla,
clambering up muddy slopes, slithering down mountain sides, crawling over rocky river beds and fording small streams. In this terrain,
the Trailhawk felt as comfortable as
a mountain goat and I was shocked
by how easily it traipsed across the
obstacle-strewn off-road course
without even breaking a sweat.
Underpinning
the
rugged
Trailhawk are tough 4x4 mechani-

cals, which include a ‘low range’
gearbox to pull you out of sticky situations and a dedicated ‘Rock’ mode,
which lets you tackle well, rocks.

TOUGH TALK
What’s interesting is that at a time
when manufacturers are ditching
4x4 systems in their SUVs, Jeep has
given us the ultimate off-roader. But
why launch a hard core off-roader
when only 10 per cent of Trailhawk
customers at the most, will dirty
their wheels?
It’s more to do with the brand
than anything else. Let’s not forget
the heritage of Jeep, which is rooted
in World War II where it started life
as ‘General Purpose’ or GP vehicle
(from which the name Jeep was
derived) and played a pivotal role in
the Allied victory. And it’s this indestructible go-anywhere image, born

on a battle field, that is an intrinsic
part of the 80-year-old brand’s DNA,
which the American car maker
wants to flaunt.
Besides, with not many serious
4x4s in this category, the Trailhawk
is the de facto choice in the ₹25-30
lakh price bracket for off-roading
enthusiasts.

HITS AND MISSES
The Trailhawk doesn’t look much
different from the regular Compass
except for a slightly higher stance
(for better ground clearance), beefier all-terrain tyres and a matt black
patch on the bonnet, which helps to
cut glare on inclines.
The interior of the Trailhawk is
pretty much the same as the standard Compass except for the allblack cabin theme. Splashes of red,
a signature Trailhawk colour, add

some colour to the cabin and details
like the red double-stitching on the
seats, steering and door pads, and
red accents around the instrument
cluster, gear lever and speakers, look
great. Cabin quality is very good,
like in the regular Compass, and the
generous use of soft touch plastics
gives an upmarket feel.
However, interior space isn’t the
most generous and the rear seat in
particular falls short of the space
you expect in a ₹25 lakh plus car.
Though the Trailhawk is the
most expensive Compass variant, it
misses out on certain features like a
powered driver’s seat, and auto
headlights and wipers, available in
the Limited Plus variant, one down
in the Compass range. You also have
to pay extra for the panoramic sunroof, which is standard on the
Limited Plus.

That said, the Trailhawk gets
some extra equipment like Bi-Xenon
headlights, keyless go, cruise control and for the first time, on-board
navigation. Android Auto and Apple
CarPlay also debut on the Trailhawk
as does a 7.0-inch multi-information
display and engine start/stop.

OUT AND ABOUT
However, for majority of Trailhawk
customers, the big news is not the
enhanced 4x4 abilities but the long
awaited 9-speed automatic gearbox
that is finally available with the
Compass’ diesel engine. The auto
transmission with its smooth and
imperceptible gearshifts makes the
Compass far more user-friendly and
convenient to drive, especially in
traffic.
The 2.0 litre diesel engine too
has been upgraded to meet the more

stringent ‘BS6’ emission regulations
before they come into effect on April
1, 2020. In the process, Jeep has also
made the engine significantly quieter and smoother for a better drive.
The suspension has been modified
as well to give the Compass a plusher ride. All these changes come
together to make the Compass an
extremely versatile SUV, which on
the one hand will make light work of
dense, potholed city roads and if
you’re up for it, will let you explore
the country in a way you never
thought possible.
Priced upwards of ₹25 lakh, the
Trailhawk may seem expensive for
its size, but no other SUV has the
same swath of talents.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior and much
loved auto journalists in India, and is editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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‘IT’S A MYTH THAT PUNJABI
CINEMA LACKS SERIOUSNESS’

Taylor swift
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
TAYLORSWIFT

Diljit Dosanjh says as per his experience, turbaned
Sikhs are not being misrepresented in Bollywood

Subhashree Nanda
unjabi actors Diljit
Dosanjh and Neeru
Bajwa were in
Chandigarh to promote
their film Shadaa, which is set
to be released on June 21.
Punjabi cinema’s dream
girl and the man of few words
opened up to Hindustan
Times about brain drain in
Punjab, pay gap in the
regional film industry, the
reach of local cinema and
more. Excerpts:

P

Swift’s surprise
performance
fter dropping You Need To
Calm Down from her
upcoming studio album
Lover, which includes shoutouts to GLAAD and the
LGBTQIA community, singer
Taylor Swift, gave a surprise
performance at LGBT
landmark Stonewall Inn in
New York’s Greenwich Village,
USA. The electrifying
performance by Swift included
songs from Sara Bareilles,
including a version of Brave,
which made the audience sing
along with her.
Thanking Modern Family
star, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, for
inviting her, the Call It What
You Want singer said, “I heard
this is Jesse’s favourite song to
do at karaoke — which is an
incredible rumour, I really
want to believe it’s true.”

A

“So if there’s anything you
feel like you want to jump in on,
a part that you’re really good
at, just sing, dance and be
yourself — this is a
really safe space.” she
continued. “Taylor Swift is one
of the world’s biggest pop
stars,” said Anthony Ramos,
director of talent engagement
at GLAAD.
“The fact that she continues
to use her platform and music
to support the LGBTQIA
community and the Equality
Act is a true sign of being an
ally. You Need to Calm Down is
the perfect Pride anthem, and
we’re thrilled to see Taylor
standing with the LGBTQIA
community to promote
inclusivity, equality, and
acceptance this Pride month,”
ANI
Ramos added.

How do you choose
to do a film?
Diljit: If the team is good, I’ll
do the film. For instance, in
Shadaa, I am a wedding
photographer and have a lot
of friends in that business. I
believe I click good pictures,
so things just clicked.
Neeru: For me, the script
and the team matter. Good
stories appeal to the
audience, so they appeal to us
as well. When I got a call
about Shadaa and working
with Diljit again, I said yes.
It’s great to work with old
friends.
Has the reach of
Punjabi cinema increased
in India and overseas?
Diljit: Good direction, good
acting and most importantly,
good content are the key. Add
to this web platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, where
people sitting overseas can
watch our films. That has
increased the fan base. Word
of mouth has also worked well
for us. It’s a great time to be in
the show business.
How can clash of screens
between Bollywood and
regional cinema be resolved?

Good direction, good
acting and most
importantly, good
content are the key.
Add to this web
platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime,
where people sitting
overseas can watch
our films.

I believe the issue
(pay gap) can be
solved if women
actors show solidarity
and don’t accept a
project at a lesser pay.
They should stick
together.
NEERU BAJWA ACTOR

Diljit: The clash is there, but
the intensity of it has lessened
over time, mostly because
now there are multiple-screen
theatres. It’s a little difficult to
get more screens outside
Punjab, but within the state
the fan following, demand and
dedication is good. So we get
enough screens here.

Is there a lack of serious cinema
in the Punjabi film industry?
Diljit: The most appreciation
that I have received in my
career is for serious films
such as Punjab 1984. So, it’s
not true that Punjabi films
lack seriousness.
Neeru: No, it’s a myth...
a stereotype. Many serious
issues are being raised
through Punjabi cinema
as well. And those movies
are being accepted,
appreciated and awarded
by people.
Do you believe that there is pay
gap in the Punjabi industry?
Neeru: It is. There’s no
denying that. I believe the
issue can be solved if women
actors show solidarity and
don’t accept a project at a
lesser pay. They should stick
together. Male actors should
also support the cause to
bring a change in the current
scenario.
Many believe that turbaned
Sikhs are misrepresented or
shown just for comic element

DILJIT DOSANJH,
SINGER-ACTOR
in Hindi cinema. Do you think
that’s the case?
Diljit: I can’t say anything
about the past, but now I
believe it’s not the case.
I’m a turbaned actor and
have bagged good roles
because of that. My movie,
Punjab 1984, which received a
national award was on a
serious topic and on Sikhs.
That movie was the turning
point of my career. My films
Phillauri, Soorma and Udta
Punjab had serious Sikh
characters. So, our
representation has changed.
But it’s true that Punjabis are
happy-go-lucky. And there’s
no harm in making people
laugh.
What is your take on more
and more Punjabi youth
settling abroad?
Diljit: Unemployment is a
major reason behind this
trend. Youngsters feel
directionless here, their
future seems unsure. Outside
India, they are getting
opportunities, and have no
other option than to shift
base.
Neeru: The situation can
be changed if we generate
jobs here and provide joboriented education. Start-ups
can be a good way to create
jobs.
n

subhashree.nanda@htlive.com

Neeru Bajwa and singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh in Chandigarh on Saturday.

PHOTO: ANIL DAYAL/HT

‘My kids love
wonder woman’
hris Hemsworth’s
movie choices post his
success as Thor have
one thing in common —
strong and independent
female characters. The actor
played a handsome but daftheaded secretary in an allfemale reboot of Ghostbusters
(2017) and in his latest film
MIB: International, he
features as Agent H opposite
the franchise’s first on-field
woman agent, Agent M (Tessa
Thompson).
The Hollywood star says
even though he has not picked
these movies keeping in mind
the debate around gender, he
is happy that the change is
finally happening.
“I am glad that people are
now sort of well aware. And
for younger generation, it is
normal as opposed to my or
the older generations. We
sort of have to rethink about
it. Making it a norm should
be the aim. That’s important
and I think it’s occurring,”
Hemsworth said in an
interview. The 35-year-old
Australian actor said the fact
that audiences are open to
female superhero films and
have made movies like
Wonder Woman (2017) and
Captain Marvel (2018) a
huge success, shows the
shift. “It is fantastic that
there is a change happening.
There has been a
conversation for a while now.
You talked to people 10 years
ago about of a female

C

superhero film and most of
them would have said it won’t
work and so on. I think
Captain Marvel or Wonder
Woman... these films have
made more money than any of
the other stand-alones. These
films have as much or sort of
more following and
appreciation than other films.
For my kids in particular,
Wonder Woman is their
favourite superhero,” he
PTI
added.
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